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RELATING  TO 


THE    PUBLIC   LANDS 


practice— hearings— bueden  of  proof, 
John  W.  Hoffman. 

The  Jarisdiction  of  the  local  office  over  a  case  is  not  abrid|;ed  by  the  fact  that  it  coiiiea 
before  sach  office  on  an  order  for  a  hearing  issued  by  the  Department  or  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office. 

In  proceeding  against  an  entry  on  a  special  agent's  report  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon 
the  government,  and  such  report  is  not  competent  evidence  to  be  considered  on 
final  judgment. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  July  6,  1886. 

Oil  the  27th  of  May,  1881,  John  W.  Hoffman  made  homestead  entry 
of  the  S.  E.  i  of  Sec.  5,  T.  122  N.,  R.  63  W.,  5th  P.  M.  Aberdeen  district, 
Dakota.  After  due  notice  he  made  final  proof,  April  22,  1882,  showing 
that  he  was  a  single  man,  twenty-three  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  all  other  respects  qualified  to  make  homestead 
entr^' ;  that  he  settled  upon  the  land  July  25th,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence thereon  October  1, 1881,  and  resided  there  continuously  until  date 
of  final  proof;  that  his  improvements  consisted  of  nine  acres  of  land 
broken  and  cropped  to  oats ;  a  frame  house  ten  by  twelve  feet,  consti- 
tating  a  comfortable  residence ;  and  a  well — the  total  value  of  said  im- 
provements being  $80.00. 

On  November  27,  1883 — one  year  and  seven  months  after  final  proof 
and  payment  had  been  received  by  the  local  oflSicers — ^Thomas  W.  Jay- 
cox,  a  special  agent  of  your  office,  reported  said  entry  fraudulent . 
whereupon  your  office,  by  letter  of  May  9,  1884,  directed  as  follows : 

Action  on  said  entry  is  suspended,  subject  to  the  final  determination 
upon  the  hearing  which  yon  will  hold  at  a  time  to  be  fixed  after  consult- 
ation with  the  special  agent,  to  enable  him  to  appear  and  ])resent  tes- 
timony on  the  part  of  the  government,  and  at  which  the  entryman  will 
be  allowed  full  opportunity  to  d^end  the  validity  of  the  claim.    Issue 
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due  uotice  of  the  bearing,  aod  iDforin  the  entryman  of  the  nature  and 
substance  of  the  special  agent's  report,  as  above  set  forth,  advising  him 
that  in  default  of  an  appearance  at  said  hearing  his  entry  will  be  finally 
canceled. 

Hearing  was  had  August  12,  18S4.  The  only  witness  for  the  govern- 
ment was  special  agent  Jaycox,  who  testified  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  of  October  last  I  visited  the  claim  of  John  W.  Hoffman, 
and  found  a  board  shanty  ten  by  twelve  feet,  and  about  forty  acres  of 
breaking;  the  total  value  of  improvements  on  the  claim  were  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  I  know  nothing  about  the  residence  of  the 
claimant  on  his  claim  only  as  I  was  told  by  settlers  living  near  there 
.  .  .  I  have  made  all  the  effort  possible  to  obtain  witnesses  to  testify 
in  the  case,  but  in  every  instance  tbey  have  refused  to  attend  because  of 
threats  that  had  been  made  against  their  persons  and  property  .... 
The  witness  stated  to  me  the  names  of  parties  who  told  him  of  the^e 
threats,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  Mr.  Hoffman  had  anything 
to  do  with  it.  Mr.  Hoffman  was  not,  certainly,  one  of  the  parties  named 
to  me. 

Upon  this,  counsel  forclaimant  moved  to  dismiss  the  proceedings,  on 
the  ground  that  the  government  had  failed  to  establish  the  allegations 
of  the  complaint.  The  register  and  receiver  sustained  the  motion,  dis- 
missed the  case,  and  reported  to  your  office  their  action  in  the  matter. 
Tour  office,  on  May  1, 1885,  after  reciting  the  facts  of  the  case,  decided 
that  the  action  of  the  local  officers — 

In  attempting  to  dismiss  proceedings  in  which  this  (your)  office  had 
exercised  original  jurisdiction  was  erroneous.  The  defendant  having 
declined  to  submit  testimony  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  action  must 
be  taken  upon  the  facts  as  shown,  by  the  testimony  for  the  government 
and  the  agenVs  rq^ort.  The  special  agent  examined  the  land  October  27, 
1883,  and  found  it  uninhabited;  and  he  filed  with  his  report  sworn  tes- 
timony to  the  effect  that  the  claimant  never  resided  thereon.  Said  cash 
entry  No.  2345,  of  John  W.  Hoffman  is  therefore  held  for  cancellation. 

In  my  opinion,  the  claimant  in  case  at  bar  did  all  that  was  required 
of  him  under  your  order  and  in  law.  On  the  day  of  hearing  he  appeared, 
as  he  had  been  cited  to  appear,  "  to  defend  the  validity  of  his  claim." 
In  the  proceeding  attacking  the  validity  of  his  claim,  the  burden  of 
proof  was  upon  the  government  to  establish,  bj' competent  evidence, 
the  affirmative  of  the  issue.  See  case  of  George  T.  Burns  (4  L.  D.,  62). 
In  that  case  it  was  also  held  that — 

The  special  agent's  reports  are  not  evidence,  but  simply  the  basis 
upon  which  hearings  are  ordered.  Where  the  special  agent  has  reported 
an  entry,  upon  which  final  certificate  has  regularly  issued,  illegal  or 
or  fraudulent,  and  a  hearing  has  been  ordered  under  the  circular  of 
May  8,  1884,  he  should  offer  the  proof  in  support  of  his  allegations^  after 
which  the  entryman  should  present  his  defense. 

Thereupon  the  circular  of  April  22, 1885,  upon  which  you  base  your 
decision  in  the  case  at  bar,  was  modified,  so  as  to  make  it  '^conform 
to  the  ordinary  rules  of  judicial  procedure."  And  according  to  the  or- 
dinary rules  of  judicial  procedure,  when  a  party  has  been  cited  to  ap- 
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pear  at  a  certain  time  and  place,  and  answer  to  a  certain  charge,  and 
he  does  so  appear,  he  is  entitled  to  a  trial,  anless  the  case  be  continued 
upon  a  proper  legal  showing  made  by  the  other  side.  In  the  case  at 
bar  the  party  alleging  fraud  made  no  such  showing,  therefore  the  case 
was  properly  disminsed. 

This  case  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  of  James  Copeland  (4 
L.  D.,  275).  In  that  case  the  investigation  was  made  by  the  same  agent; 
and  as  herein,  after  the  government  rested  its  case,  counsel  for  the  claim- 
antmoved  to  dismiss  proceedings;  thelocal  officers  sustained  the  motion; 
your  office  reversed  the  action  ot  the  local  officers,  and  held  the  entry 
for  cancellation.    In  deciding  that  case  I  said : 

The  testimony  submitted  by  the  government  showed  at  least  prima 
ffuAe  that  the  law  had  not  been  complied  with  by  the  claimant;  and  not 
being  rebutted  by  any  evidence  proper  on  that  hearing  to  be  considered, 
it  was  error  to  dismiss  the  case  against  the  government. 

The  conclusion  that  it  was  error  to  dismiss  proceedings  in  that  case 
was  predicated  on  the  fact  that  testimony  had  been  submitted  which 
showed  prima  facie  that  the  law  had  not  been  complied  with.  In  the 
case  at  bar,  however,  no  evidence  whatever  was  presented  tending  to 
show  fraud ;  the  only  testimony  submitted  was  that  of  the  government 
agent,  who  testified  to  finding  forty  acres  of  land  broken  where  the  en. 
tryman  upon  final  proof  had  shown  but  nine  acres,  and  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  of  improvements  where  the  entryman  had  sworn  to  but 
eight}'  dollars —neither  of  which  facts  are  per  se  indicative  of  fraud— 
and  concluded  by  announcing  that  he  could  obtain  no  other  evidence. 
There  was  nothing  to  rebut,  and  therefore  it  was  not  error  to  dismiss 
the  proceedings. 

I  can  not  concur  in  the  view  expressed  in  the  decision  appealed  from 
that  the  register  and  receiver  were  without  authority  to  dismiss  this 
case  on  the  motion  made  by  cofUnsel,  merely  because  the  hearing  had 
been  ordered  by  your  office.  I  do  not  think  that  the  fact  of  your  office 
or  the  Department  having  directed  that  a  hearing  be  had  in  any  case, 
inhibits  the  officers  before  whom  the  hearing  is  ordered  from  proceed, 
ing  as  in  other  cases.  Such  order  places  any  case  to  which  it  is  made 
applicable,  again  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  register  and  receiver  to 
whom  the  order  is  made,  and  the  proceedings  at  the  hearing  should  be 
in  accordance  with  the  general  and  well  recognized  rules  of  practice 
applicable  to  trials  before  those  officers.  If,  therefore,  as  was  done  in 
this  case,  a  motion  to  dismiss  is  made,  raising  a  question  on  matters 
occurring  subsequently  to  the  order  for  the  hearing,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver would  have  full  jurisdiction  and  authority  to  grant  or  deny  such 
motion — their  action  being  of  course  subject  to  review  by  your  office, 
and  reversal  if  found  to  be  based  upon  insufficient  grounds. 

Your  said  office  decision  of  May  1, 1885,  is  therefore  reversed. 
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DESERT  LAND  ENTRT—COMPACTNESS. 

Lizzie  A.  Devoe. 

In  determiniDg  whether  an  entry  is  within  the  regulations  as  to  compactness  its  rela* 

tion  to  adjacent  lands  may  be  properly  considered. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  July  7,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Lizzie  A.  Devoe  from  yoar  decisions 
of  September  3d  and  November  19, 1885,  rejecting  for  lack  of  compact- 
ness her  desert  land  entry  !No.  2530,  for  the  E.  i  of  the  N.  E.  i  and  the 
K  E.  J  of  the  S.  B.  i  of  Sec.  8,  and  the  N.  i  of  the  S.  J  and  the  S.  i  of 
the  N.  i  of  Sec.  9,  T.  47  X.,  R.  81  W.,  Cheyenne  District,  Wyoming. 

Devoe^s  entry  contains  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  It  measures 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  east  to  west — somewhat  exceeding  the  dimen- 
sions prescribed  in  the  circular  of  March  1, 1884,  (p.  35).  You  direct 
that  Devoe  "adjust"  the  boundaries  of  the  entry  so  as  to  comply  more 
literally  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  above  regulations. 

I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be  done.  An  examination  of  the  tract-books 
of  your  office  discloses  the  fact  that  such  re-adjustment  can  not  be 
made  by  dropping  two  forties  from  the  east  end  of  the  tract  and  taking 
in  an  equivalent  amount  on  the  north,  as  said  land  on  the  north  is,  and 
was  before  the  date  of  Devoe's  entry,  filed  upon  as  a  pre-emption  claim 
by  one  Bryan  Long.  All  the  land  od  the  south  is  marked  upon  the 
maps  and  reported  in  the  field  notes  of  survey  on  file  in  your  office  as 
being,  "  mountainous  " — thus  corroborating  the  allegations  in  the  affi- 
davit accompanying  Devoe's  appeal  that  said  land  could  not  be  rendered 
arable  even  by  irrigation.  There  is  no  way  in  which  the  boundaries  of 
the  entry  can  be  re-adjusted,  except  by  extending  them  either  north  or 
south,  the  former  of  which  is  unallowable  under  the  law,  and  the  latter 
impracticable  in  view  of  the  topography  of  the  country. 

The  rule  prescribed  in  the  circular  of  March  1,  1884,  {supra),  is  by  its 
own  terms  not  a  rigid  and  inflexible  one,  the  statement  being  explicitly 
made  therein  that — 

The  requirement  of  compactness  will  be  held  to  be  complied  with  on 
surveyed  lands  when  a  section,  or  a  part  thereof,  is  described  by  legal 
subdivision  as  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  technical  section  as  the  situation 
of  the  land  and  its  relation  to  otJier  lands  vnll  admit 

There  being  in  the  case  of  Devoe's  entry  no  departure  from  reason- 
able requirements  of  compactness,  but  it  being  as  nearly  square  "  as  its 
relation  to  other  lands  will  aiimit,"  I  think  said  entry  should  be  allowed 
to  stand,  and  so  direct.    Your  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 
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timber  culture  con  test—re  linquishment. 

Brown  v.  Baldwin. 

The  charge  as  laid  by  the  contestant  could  not  be  maintainedy  bat  as  she  subsequently 
during  the  pendency  of  the  contest  and  prior  to  the  intervention  of  any  adverse 
right,  filed  the  entrymau's  relinquishment  her  right  to  make  entry  of  the  tract 
involved  is  recognized. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  July  7, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Eva  Brown  v,  John  H.  Baldwin,  on 
appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  April  28, 1885,  cancel- 
ling her  timberculture  entry  No.  5923,  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  21,  T.  116 
N.,  R.  67  W.,  Huron  district,  Dakota  Territory. 

The  tract  described  was  originally  entered  by  John  F.  Douglas,  Octo- 
ber 20, 1882,  under  the  timber-culture  act.  August  24, 1883,  Eva  Brown 
instituted  contest  against  Douglas,  alleging  as  ground  therefor  that  he 
<^  ha<l  made  and  executed  a  relinquishment  of  said  tract,  and  holds  the 
same  for  sale  aud  speculation."  This  relinquishment  Brown  obtained 
and  filed  with  the  local  officers.  The  relinquishment  bears  the  same 
date  with  Brown's  affidavit  initiating  contest,  namely,  August  24, 1883; 
but  there  is  nothing  among  the  papers  to  indicate  when  it  was  filed  in 
the  local  office  further  than  an  incidental  remark  of  Brown's  attorney, 
that  it  was  filed  '<  subsequent"  to  the  initiation  of  contest.  The  local 
officers  refused  to  cancel  Douglas's  entry,  but  transmitted  the  papers 
to  your  office,  November  24, 1883.  Your  office,  April  28, 1884,  directed 
the  cancellation  of  Douglas's  entry,  but  dismissed  Brown's  contest, 
holding  that  '^the  allegation  that  a  party  has  relinquished  his  entry  is 
not  of  itself  a  sufficient  ground  for  contest" — at  the  same  time  directing 
the  local  officers  to  "hold  the  land  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  legal 
applicant,"  thus  practically  denying  to  Brown  the  preference  right  to 
enter.  Your  office  also  retained  upon  its  files  Brown's  application  to 
enter.  Brown  appealed  to  the  Department.  The  Department,  October 
20, 1884  (3  L.  D.,  150)  decided  that— 

If  Brown  had  obtained  possession  of  the  executed  relinquishment  and 
filed  it  at  the  time  of  making  application  to  enter  (there  being  no  other 
contest  pending  at  the  time),  said  application  should  have  been  allowed; 
but  failing  to  file  the*  relinquishment  upon  making  application  to  enter, 
she  had  at  the  time  of  making  such  application  no  statutory  ground  of 
contest.  Nevertheless,  under  the  circumstances, — having  done  the  best 
she  knew  to  secure  the  desired  right,  and  no  other  right  having  inter- 
vened, but  the  question  being  one  entirely  between  the  applicant  and 
the  United  States— I  see  no  reason  why  she  should  not  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  being  considered  the  first  legal  applicant,  and  so  direct. 

In  pursuance  of  this  decision  your  office,  October  24,  1884,  directed 
the  local  officers  to  place  Eva  Brown's  application  of  record.  Brown 
being  notified  of  the  departmental  decision  |and  your  said  office  or- 
der— and  her  previous  application  being  retained  upon  the  files  of  your 
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oflBce^-on  November  3,  1884,  made  timber-coltare  entry  No.  6923  for 
said  tract. 

Nearly  six  montliH  prior  to  this,  however,  to*  wit,  May  6,  1884,  one 
John  H.  Baldwin  had  made  timber-culture  entry  No.  5110  fjr  the  same 
tract,  Ai)ril  28,  1885,  your  office  held  Brown's  entry  for  cancellation, 
in  a  decision  of  which  the  following  ia  all  except  the  introductory  state- 
ment of  the  case: 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  October  20, 1884,  decided  sub- 
stantially as  follows  in  case  of  Eva  Brown,  viz:  that  claimant  had  no 
legal  right  to  initiate  a  contest,  and  because  of  this  fact  could  not  ac- 
quire a  preference  right  to  enter  the  land  in  controversy,  but  as  no  other 
right  had  intervened,  there  was  no  objection  to  her  being  permitted  to 
enter  the  tract  as  the  first  legal  applicant. 

When  the  decision  cited  was  made,  the  Hon.  Secretary  was  not  aware 
of  the  intervening  right  of  »John  H.  Bahl  win,  whose  timber  culture  entry 
was  at  that  time  o1  record,  and  was  a  bar  to  any  other  timber  entry  in 
that  section.  When  the  ap]»eal  of  Eva  Brown  was  forwarded  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  by  my  letter  **  P"  of  May  22, 1884,  no  mention  was  made 
therein  of  the  intervening  right  of  Baldwin,  because  the  clerk  having 
charge  of  the  case  omitted  to  make  proper  annotations  upon  the  tract 
books. 

You  will  notify  Brown  that  her  entry  is  held  for  cancellation,  and  al- 
low the  usual  time  in  which  to  appeal  from  this  decision. 

From  the  said  decision  of  your  office  Brown  appeals  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  holding  of  your  office,  to  the  effect  that  the  departmental  decision 
of  October  20,  1884  (svpra)^  allowing  Brown  '^  the  benefit  of  being  con- 
sidered the  first  legal  applicant"  was  conditioned  upon  the  fact  of  ''no 
other  right  having  intervened"  at  the  date  of  said  decision  is  untenable- 
Said  decision  rested  simply  upon  the  conclusion  that,  although  Brown 
had  applied  to  contest  upon  a  ground  which  she  could  not  maintain, 
yet  inasmuch  as  she  had  subsequently^  filed  a  relinquishment,  and  no 
adverse  right  had  intervened  up  to  that  time,  she  should  be  allowed  to 
make  entry  of  the  land. 

Your  office  decision  holding  Brown's  entry  for  cancellation  for  con- 
flict with  that  of  Baldwin's  is  therefore  reversed. 


homestead  entry— abandonment, 
Anderson  v,  Anderson. 

The  charge  of  abandoDnieDt  will  not  lie  where  It  appears  that  residence  was  estab- 
lished and  the  sabsequeut  absence  was  the  result  of  judicial  compulsion. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  July  7,  1886. 

On  May  113,  1869,  Anders  Anderson  filed  declaratory  statement  for 
the  NW.  4  of  Sec.  30,  T.  114,  R.35,Eedwood  Palls,  Minnesota,  alleging 
settlement  April  2,  the  same  year.    On  July  3, 1873,  he  made  timber- 
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cnlture  entry  for  the  same  tract  and  surrendered  bis  declaratory  state- 
ment receipt,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  the  filing  was  ever  can- 
celed. On  April  13,  1880,  he  relinquished  his  timber-culture  entry,  and 
on  May  17  following  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract. 

On  August  17,  1883,  Charles  Anderson  filed  affidavit  of  contest 
against  said  entry,  alleging  abandonment.  At  the  hearing  contestant 
appeared  personally  and  by  counsel ;  contestee  was  represented  by  at- 
torney. The  testimony  disclosed  the  following  facts:  That  contestee 
settled  on  this  tract  some  ten  or  twelve  years  prior  to  the  contest,  and 
continued  his  residence  there,  with  his  family,  until  about  February  23, 
1882,  at  which  date  he  was  arrested,  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
and  taken  from  his  homestead  to  the  Renville  jail;  that  he  was  con- 
victed on  said  charge,  and  in  May,  1883,  committed  to  the  penitentiary 
at  Stillwater,  Minnesota,  for  life ;  that  on  said  last  date  his  family  con- 
sisted of  seven  children,  one  of  whom  is  the  contestant  herein,  and  that 
four  of  the  children  were  minors;  that  the  improvements  consisted  of 
a  house,  worth  $900,  a  good  granary  and  well,  one  hundred  acres  plowed, 
sixty-five  acres  in  crop,  eight  or  nine  acres  fenced  for  pasture,  and  a 
grove  of  trees  covering  from  ten  to  thirteen  acres;  that  claimant  had  a 
supply  of  farming  machinery,  a  considerable  number  of  livestock,  and 
other  ]3ersonal  property.  That  after  the  arrest  of  contestee  the  chil- 
dren one  by  one  left  the  homestead,  finding  homes  elsewhere,  and  that 
in  December,  1882,  Charles  Anderson,  the  last  one  remaining,  left  the 
land.  The  testimony  further  shows  that  claimant,  in  January,  1883, 
while  under  arrest  but  prior  to  co?iviction,  executed  a  lease  of  said 
premises  to  one  John  Mcintosh,  then  jailer  and  deputv  sheriff  at  Ren- 
ville, for  the  term  of  two  years,  from  March  1,  1883,  with  power  to  sub- 
let, in  consideration  of  which  the  lessee  agreed  to  keep  the  growing 
timber  protected  from  fire,  and  the  buildings  from  being  destroyed; 
that  Mcintosh  sublet  the  full  term  to  one  Henry  Smith,  who,  either 
I>ersonally  or  by  subtenant,  protected  the  property  and  cultivated  the 
land  up  to  the  date  of  hearing.  It  is  further  shown  that  claimant  be- 
lieved he  could  best  secure  the  homestead  for  all  of  his  children  by 
making  the  lease  as  above  stated.  On  this  state  of  facts  the  local  offi- 
cers dismissed  the  contest,  and  your  office  on  appeal  affirmed  their  ac- 
tion. 

While  it  is  true  that  residence  under  the  homestead  law  must  be  con- 
tinuous and  personal,  it  is  also  true  that  residence  once  established  can 
be  changed  only  when  the  act  and  intention  of  the  settler  unite  to  effect 
such  a  change.  Anderson  had  lived  on  this  tract  for  many  years,  and  up 
to  the  date  of  his  arrest  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
as  to  residence  and  cultivation.  His  absence  from  the  land  since  that 
date  is  by  judicial  compulsion,  which  would  certainly  be  a  valid  excuse  for 
temporary  absence.  (Bohall  v.  Dilla,  114  U.  S.,  47).  I  am  therefore  of 
opinion  that  claimant's  absence  from  the  laud  under  imprisonment  for 
life  does  not  constitute  abandonment  under  the  homestead  law.    ITo 
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othor  qaestion  is  presented  by  the  record  for  my  consideration.    Ques- 
tions 08  to  the  making  of  final  proof  need  not  be  here  decided. 
The  decision  dismissing  the  contest  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  C ULTURE^PLANTING^C VLTI VA  TION. 

HUNTEE  V.  Ore. 

Sowing  tree  seeds  broadcast  cannot  be  beld  in  compliance  with  the  law,  as  it  renders 

cultivation  impracticable. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  July  9,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Otis  M.  Hunter  v.  William  M.  Orr,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber-culture  entry  for  the 
W.  i  of  S.  E.  i  and  the  E.  J  of  S.  W.  J,  of  Sec.  32,  T.  11  N.,  R.  1,  E., 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

It  appears  that  said  entry  was  made  February  23, 1878,  and  that 
Hunter  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  December  18,  1883,  charging  that 
"  Wm.  M.  Orr  has  no  trees  on  above  described  land,  nor  has  there  been 
any  cultivation  within  the  last  two  years,  nor  has  there  been  any  trees 
planted  on  said  tract  within  that  time." 

Hearing  was  set  for  January  24, 1884,  at  which  time  both  parties  ap- 
peared with  counsel  and  witnesses,  and  the  trial  proceeded.  A  large 
amount  of  testimony  was  taken,  upon  the  hearing  and  consideration  of 
which  the  register  and  receiver  found  that  contestee  had  failed  to  com- 
ply with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  planting  and  cultivation.  Orr  ap- 
pealed, and  your  office  affirmed  the  finding  of  the  local  office. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  testimony,  which  I  find  to  be  very  con- 
flicting— witnesses  for  contestant  testifying  that  there  are  but  few  trees 
on  the  tract,  some  putting  the  number  which  they  wei'e  able  to  find 
upon  examination  as  low  as  a  dozen  or  thereabouts,  and  stating  that 
these  could  only  be  found  by  searching  in  the  weeds  and  grass;  while 
witnesses  for  contestee  testify  to  having  found  growing  on  the  land  a 
large  number  of  trees,  ash  and  elm,  and  that  from  their  examination 
they  are  satisfied  that  there  are  many  more  than  the  law  requires. 

The  examinations  referred  to  by  the  witnesses  for  the  contestee,  it 
appears,  were  made  at  the  request  of  and  in  company  with  Orr,  the 
contestee — some  of  the  witnesses  testifying  that  they  could  see  no  trees 
on  the  tract  until  told  and  showed  by  Orr  how  to  find  them,  viz,  by 
getting  down  and  parting  the  weeds  and  grass  in  which  they  grew.  *  In 
this  way  they  examined  certain  spots  over  the  tract,  and  from  such  ex- 
amination drew  their  conclusions,  or  made  their  estimates  as  to  the  total 
number  of  trees. 
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While  the  testimony  is  contradictory  on  many  points,  and  especially 
so  as  to  the  number  of  trees,  it  is  in  some  respects  free  from  conflict. 
It  Is  agreed  that  sach  trees  as  were  foand  were  small,  and  that  they 
were  hidden  from  view  by  the  dense  growth  of  grass  and  weeds;  that 
the  seeds  from  which  they  had  grown,  instead  of  having  been  planted, 
within  the  ordinary  meaning  of  that  term,  had  been  sown  broadcast 
and  harrowed  in,  and  then  left  to  vie  with  weeds  and  grass  in  their 
growth,  there  having  since  said  sowing  been  no  cultivation.  Weeds 
and  grass  and  trees  were  from  that  time  left  to  grow  together. 

It  is  manifest  that  should  the  seeds,  or  any  considerable  portion 
thereof,  thus  placed  in  the  ground  grow,  the  trees  would  be  so  distrib- 
nted  on  the  tract  as  to  render  ordinary  cultivation  impracticable. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  claimant  for  sowing  the  seed  broadcast  in- 
stead of  planting  in  the  ordinary  way  are,  that  he  planted  in  the* usual 
way  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law  after  his  entry,  and  that  because 
of  the  alternate  swampy  and  dry  or  baked  condition  of  the  land,  to- 
gether with  the  peculiar  character  of  the  soil,  the  seeds  planted  failed 
to  grow,  and  that  he  then  determined  to,  and  did,  in  the  spring  of  1882, 
try  sowing  broadcast  with  better  success,  the  weeds  and  grass  serving 
as  a  mulch  to  protect  the  trees.  While  it  is  true  that  tree  culture,  to 
secure  a  successful  growth  requires  different  methods  and  treatment  in 
different  sections  of  the  country,  and  under  the  varying  circumstances 
as  to  soil,  climate,  etc.,  it  is  equally  true  that  the  law  contemplates  that 
the  trees,  seeds  or  cuttings  should  be  so  placed  in  the  ground  as  to 
render  practicable  whatever  method  of  cultivation  the  character  of  the 
changing  seasons  may  render  advisable.  It  is  by  no  means  clear  from 
the  evidence  in  this  case  that  the  number  of  growing  trees  is  such  as 
would  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  I  do  not  think  there  has 
been  or  can  be  such  tillage  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  seeds  have 
been  sown  broadC/ast  as  wonld  constitute  cultivation  of  trees  within  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  law. 

Such  a  course  as  that  pursued  by  Orr  amounts  practically  to  leaving 
such  tr^es  as  may  start  after  a  broadcast  sowing  to  grow  wild,  without 
any  care  or  protection  whatever  by  the  entryman,  and  then,  if  approved, 
would  allow  him  to  come  in  and  say  that  he  did  nothing  in  the  way  of 
protexjtion  or  cultivation  because  nature  by  causing  the  growth  of  weeds 
and  grass  about  and  over  the  trees,  furnished  an  all  sufficient  protection — 
in  fact,  better  than  could  result  from  any  act  of  his. 

This  would  be  trifling  with  the  law,  and  such  a  condition  of  fact 
would  in  my  judgment  furnish  that  evidence  of  want  of  good  faith  which 
would  warrant  the  cancellation  of  an  entry  so  held. 

/The  course  indicsited  has  been  substantially  that  pursued  by  Orr,  as 
shown  by  the  testimony  and  admitted  by  himself.  Finding  no  reason 
for  disturbing  the  decision  appealed  from,  I  affirm  the  same. 
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soldiers'  additional  homestead, 
Owen  McGbann. 

Certificate  of  right  to  make  additional  entry  can  issue  for  only  the  difference  between 
the  original  entry  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

The  original  entry  being  canceled  for  failure  to  make  final  proof,  residence  and  culti- 
vation will  be  required  in  case  of  entry  under  additional  certificate. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  July  10,  1886. 

With  your  letter  of  August  1,  1885,  were  transmitted  tbe  papers  rel- 
ative to  the  application  of  Owen  McGrann  for  an  additional  homestead 
claim  under  the  provisions  of  Section  2306  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

Th{>  record  shows  that,  on  June  13, 1863,  McGrann  made  a  homestead 
entry,  No.  88,  of  the  NW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  Lot  7  of  Sec.  20,  T.  114 
N.,  R,  26  W.,  Henderson  (now  Redwood  Falls)  land  district,  Minnesota. 
Said  entry  embraced  98.50  acres,  and  was  canceled  for  failure  to  make 
final  proof  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  On  December  9,  1884, 
McGrann  purchased  the  NW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  Sec.  20,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June 
16,  1880  (21  Stat.,  237). 

It  was  decided  by  your  office  "  that  as  the  original  entry  was  for  98.50 
acres,  a  certificate  of  right  could  only  be  issued  for  61.50  acres,  and  the 
conditions  of  said  certificate  would  require  residence  upon  and  cultiva- 
tion of  land  entered  thereby."  The  time  of  filing  said  application  does 
not  appear  in  the  record,  but  the  affidavit  accompanying  the  same  is 
dated  December  15,  1882,  and  the  request  of  your  office  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  U.  S.  Army,  for  information,  is  dated  March  15,  1883,  and, 
hence,  I  assume  that  the  application  is  within  the  provision  of  depart- 
mental circular,  dated  February  13,  1883  (1  L.  D.,  41). 

Section  2306,  R.  S.,  provides  that ''  Every  person  entitled,  under  the 
provisions  of  section  twenty-three  hundred  and  four,  to  enter  a  home- 
stead, wlio  may  have  heretofore  entered,  under  the  homestead  laws,  a 
quantity  of  landless  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  so  much  land  as  when  added  to  the  quantity  previously 
entered  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres."  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  said  act,  since  the  original  entry  was  for  98.50  acres,  McGrann 
is  entitled  to  enter  as  an  additional  homestead  only  61.50  acres,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amount  of  the  original  entry  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  appellant  that  said  Sec.  2306  does  not  re- 
quire residence  and  cultivation  upon  the  tract  entered,  and  that  by 
reason  of  the  purchase  of  «a  part  of  the  land  embraced  in  his  original 
entry  under  said  act  of  June  15,  1880,  McGrann  complied  with  the  law 
as  to  his  original  entry,  and  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  free  from  condi- 
tions.   But  this  contention  cannot  be  maintained. 

It  is  clear  that  the  law  contemplates  that  the  entryman  shall  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence  upon  and 
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cultivation  of  tlie  land  covered  by  bis  original  entry,  and  when  it  is 
shown  tbat  tbe  entryman  bas  abandoned  bis  original  entry,  tben  he 
must  show  the  required  residence  and  cultivation  of  the  tract  covered 
by  the  additional  entry,  in  order  to  coini)lete  title  thereto.  Tbis  was 
expressly  ruled  by  this  Department  in  tbe  case  of  John  W.  Hays  (3  C. 
L.  O.,  21). 

While  it  may  be  conceded  tbat  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  is  a  remedial 
statute,  and,  therefore,  should  be  construed  liberally,  yet  I  do  not  think 
it  was  ever  intended  by  Congress  to  extend  tbe  provisions  of  that  act 
to  cases  like  the  one  at  bar.  Said  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore 
affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD— ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880. 

STARBUCK  V,   KiSTLEE. 

The  second  section  of  tliis  act  secures  tbe  right  of  pnrcbase  only  to  transferees  who 

became  snch  prioi;  to  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Actiny  Secretary  Muidrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  July  13,  1886. 

On  November  11,  1879,  John  W.  Kistler  made  homestead  entry  for 
W.  i  of  NE.  i,  and  E.  i  of  N W.  i,  Sec.  22,  T.  3  N.,  R.  29  W.,  North 
Platte  (now  McCook)  land  district,  Nebraska. 

July  9,  1884,  Moses  T.  Starbuck  initiated  contest,  alleging  abandon- 
ment. Hearing  was  set  for  August  22.  On  that  day  one  J.  E.  Cochran 
appeared,  asked  to  be  made  party  defendant,  and  to  be  allowed  to  pur- 
chase under  section  two  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  alleging  that  on  Au- 
gust 1 ,  1884,  he  had  purchased  from  said  Kistler  all  his  right,  title  and  in- 
terest to  said  homestead  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  in  good  faith. 
Without  passing  on  the  rights  of  Cochran,  the  local  officers  proceeded  to 
hear  the  testimony  in  tbe  case.  Claimant  did  not  appear.  On  September 
30th  following  the  local  officers  recommended  cancellation  of  said  home- 
stead entry  on  tbe  proof  submitted,  and  transmitted  with  the  papers  the 
application  of  Cochran,  for  instructions. 

Your  office  held  said  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  proof,  and  denied 
Cochran's  application  to  purchase.  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  action 
was  proper.  The  second  section  of  said  act  of  June  15,  1880,  provides: 
"  That  persons  who  have  heretofore  under  any  of  tbe  homestead  laws 
entered  lands  properly  subject  to  such  entry  or  persons  to  whom  the 
right  of  those  having  so  entered  for  homesteads  may  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  transferred  by  bona  fide  instrument  in  writing  may  en- 
titje  themselves  to  said  lands  by  paying  the  government  price  therefor,'^ 
etc.  This  section  secures  tbe  right  of  purchase  only  to  transferees,  who 
became  such  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act.  The  transfer  in  this  case 
was  made  August  1,  1884,  and  hence  does  not  fall  within  the  provision 
of  said  act. 

For  the  reason  herein  stated,  said  decision  is  affirmed. 


^ 
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PRACTICES-AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTEST, 

PeDEBSON  V.  JOBaENSON  ET  AL. 

The  omissioD  of  the  venue  from  an  affidavit  of  contest  is  not  such  a  defect  as  to  in- 
validate the  contest,  nor  can  a  stranger  to  the  record  take  advantage  thereof. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparhs^  July  14, 1886. 

On  September  4, 1877,  Hendrik  Jorgenson  made  timber-culture  entry 
for  tbe  NB.  i  of  Sec.  30,  T.  109,  R.  43,  Tracy,  Minnesota.  On  January 
21, 1884,  Charles  E.  Carlson  brought  contest  against  the  same  for  failure 
to  comply  with  the  law.  On  the  same  day,  but  later,  Cornelius  Peder- 
son  applied  to  contest  said  entry,  on  the  same  grounds,  alleging  that 
the  prior  contest  of  Carlson  was  void  in  that  there  was  no  venue  in 
the  affidavit.  The  local  officers  rejected  the  application  to  contest.  On 
appeal  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and 
held  that  -'  Carlson,  who  furnished  sufficient  information  to  give  him  a 
prima  fcune  standing,  should  not  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  com- 
plete bis  case  on  the  ground  of  a  mere  technicality,  and  you  will  there- 
fore allow  him  to  amend  by  filing  a  new  affidavit  of  contest."  Pederson 
alone  appealed. 

The  ruling  of  your  office  as  far  as  it  affects  him  was  correct,  and  is 
hereby  affirmed. 

The  omission  of  the  venue  from  the  affidavit  of  contest,  it  being  per- 
fect in  all  other  respects,  was  not  such  a  defect  as  to  render  the  contest 
void,  or  to  allow  a  stranger  to  take  advantage  of  it. 


railroad  grant— res  judicata, 
Griffin  v.  Central  Pac.  E.  R.  Co. 

A  decision  of  the  General  Land  Office,  not  appealed  from,  erroneously  holding  that  a 
tract  of  land  passed  under  the  grant,  will  not  preclude  the  Department  from  con- 
sidering the  legal  status  of  such  tract,  under  said  grant,  on  the  subsequent  appli- 
cation of  a  new  party  claiming  the  right  of  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  July  15,  1886. 

This  case  comes  before  me  on  appeal  by  the  Central  Pacific  E.  R.  Co., 
from  the  decisions  of  your  office,  dated,  respectively,  September  11  and 
October  1, 1884,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the  SE.  J  of  SB.  J,  IJ.  J  of  SE.  J, 
and  SE.  J  of  NE.  j  of  Sec.  9,  T.  14  K,  R.  6.  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Marysville, 
California,  and  awarding  the  same  to  William  Griffin. 

The  tracts  involved  are  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the 
Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved 
July  1,  1862  (12  Stat.,  489),  and  July  2, 1864  (13  Stat.,  356),  the  right 
of  which  is  held  by  your  office  to  have  attached  to  its  granted  lands  in 
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this  diBtrfot,  at  the  date  of  the  latter  granting  act,  its  road  having  been 
definitely  located  at  a  date  prior  thereto.  The  withdrawal  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  grant  became  effective  in  the  Marysville  district,  October  3, 
1864. 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  September  18, 1868. 

The  records  show  that  one  Alfred  Hodnett  filed  preemption  declara- 
tory statement,  No.  5562,  for  the  tracts  in  question  December  17, 1863, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  ^November  1^  1857.  This  claim  was  never 
perfected. 

Subsequently,  to  wit,  on  December  7,  1873,  one  Felix  G.  Hendrix 
made  application  to  file  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the 
lands  herein,  and  a  hearing  was  had  Jannary  15,  following,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  determining  whether  or  not  the  tracts  were  excepted  from  the 
grant  to  the  railroad  company,  by  reason  of  the  said  claim  of  Hodnett. 
The  evidence  adduced  at  that  hearing  clearly  established  the  fact  that 
Hodnett  settled  upon  this  land  at  or  about  the  time  alleged  in  his  said 
declaratory  statement;  that  he  was  a  qualified  pre:emption  claimant; 
and  that  he  had  continuously  occupied  and  improved  the  same  up  until 
some  time  in  the  year  1870,  when  he  abandoned  it.  By  decision  of  your 
office,  dated  July  31, 1880,  the  application  of  Hendrix  was  rejected,  it 
being  held — following  the  ruling  in  the  "  Gates"  case  (5  C.  L.  O.,  150) — 
that  although  Hodnett  had  had  a  claim  which  might  have  been  per- 
fected, and  would  then  have  been  a  bar  to  the  railroad  grant,  yet  it 
having  been  abandoned  by  him  in  1870,  the  right  of  the  company  then 
became  effective,  and  by  the  doctrine  of  relation  was  carried  back  to 
the  date  of  the  grant.  From  this  decision  there  was  no  appeal,  and  the 
case  was  finally  closed  Kovember  1, 1880. 

The  decision  in  the  "  Gates  "  case  (sujpra)  was  overruled  by  my  im- 
mediate predecessor  in  the  famous  ''  Perkins  "  case  (1  L.  D.,  357),  and 
it  was  therein  announced  that  lands  within  the  granted  limits  to  which 
a  preemption  claim  had  attached  at  the  time  the  line  of  the  road  was 
definitely  fixed  were  not  granted  at  all,  even  though  the  claim  should 
be  afterwards  abandoned.  This  ruling  has  been  followed  since  in  the 
Department,  and  is  now  well  settled. 

On  the  16th  of  Ai)ril,  1884,  the  local  office  at  Marysville  rejected  the 
homestead  application  of  Griffin  (the  appellee  herein),  holding  that  the 
land  having  been  awarded  to  the  railroad  company  by  the  Commissioner's 
decision  of  July  31,  1880,  before  mentioned,  the  case  was  reft  adjudicatay 
and  no  jurisdiction  remained  in  the  United  States  government  to  make 
further  disposition  of  the  lands  involved.  From  this  decision  Griffin 
duly  appealed,  and  the  same  was  reversed  by  your  office  on  September  11, 
1884,  in  the  decision  herein  appealed  from.  The  before  mentioned  de- 
cision of  October  1,  following,  also  appealed  from,  was  an  overruling  of 
a  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration,  tiled  on  behalf  of  the  company, 
of  said  decision  of  September  11  preceding,  which  was  still  adhered  to. 

There  is  bat  one  question  of  importance  involved  in  this  case,  as  pre- 
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sented  by  tbe  appeal,  viz:  whether  the  qaestioa  as  to  the  right  of  the 
company  to  the  tracts  in  dispute  is  res  adjudicataj  and,  therefore,  beyond 
the  jarisdiction  of  the  Department. 

With  regard  to  this  qaestion,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
case  is  not  res  ac^udicata.  The  ruling  of  your  office  of  July  31,  1880, 
relied  upon  by  the  company  to  sustain  its  case,  was  clearly  an  erroneous 
exposition  of  the  law  id  relation  to  such  matters.  That  decision  gave 
the  railroad  company  no  greater  rights  as  against  the  United  States  than 
it  theretofore  possessed.  The  land  did  not  pass  to  the  company  under 
its  grant,  and  therefore  it  never  took  title  to  it.  The  question  is  now  one 
solely  between  Griffin  and  the  government.  True,  so  far  as  the  pre- 
emption claim  of  Hendrix  is  concerned,  it  is  forever  at  an  end.  It  is 
res  adjudicaia.  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  claim  of  the  United 
States  government.  Whitnall  v.  Hastings  and  Dakota  Bailway  Com- 
pany (4  L.  D.,  249). 

Fow,  from  the  grant  to  this  company,  under  the  acts  of  Congress  be- 
fore referred  to,  were  excepted  all  lands  to  which  a  pre-emption  or 
homestead  claim  had  attached  at  the  time  the  grant  took  effect.  As 
before  stated,  both  at  the  date  of  the  grant  and  also  at  the  date  of  the 
withdrawal,  the  lands  in  question  were  occupied  and  improved  by  a 
bona  fide  pre-emption  claimant,  who  some  years  afterwards  abandoned 
his  claim.  They  were  therefore  excepted  from  the  grant  to  the  com- 
pany by  the  terms  of  the  granting  acts,  and  do  not,  and  cannot,  be  held 
to  belong  to  the  company.  See  '^Perkins"  case  {supra\  and  many 
later  departmental  decisions.  The  lands  not  having  passed  to  the 
company  under  its  grant,  it  cannot  be  heard  to  object  to  any  disposition 
the  United  States  may  choose  to  make  of  them. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  office  decision  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  com- 
pany to  the  land  involved.  Some  question  having  arisen  between  Mr. 
Griffin  and  another  party  claiming  to  have  purchased  the  improvements 
of  Hodnett,  as  to  priority  of  right,  and  that  question  not  having  been 
passed  upon  by  your  office,  I  return  herewith  all  papers  in  the  case  for 
such  further  action  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  premises. 


school  land-fre-emption. 
John  Jack. 

A  filing  on  a  Bohool  section  being  held  for  cancellation  on  special  agent's  repoii;  charg- 
ing want  of  settlement,  the  pre-emptor  is  allowed  to  furnish  final  proof  in  view 
of  alleged  settlement  before  survey  and  continuous  residence  thereafter,  though 
the  filing  was  not  placed  of  record  within  the  statutory  period. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks ,  July  21, 1886. 

By  letter  of  September  16,  1884,  your  office  held  for  cancellation  the 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of  John  Jack,  for  the  N.  J  of  SE.  J 
and  S.  i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  36,  T.  9  S.,  E.  12,  Heiena,  Montana  Territory. 
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This  action  was  based  upon  the  report  of  a  special  agent  to  the  effect 
that  the  claimant  had  never  made  an  actual,  bona  fide  settlement  upon 
the  tract  in  question.  The  appeal  of  «Tack  is  now  before  me  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  November  6, 1872.  The 
declaratory  statement  was  filed  February  18,  1884,  alleging  settlement 
in  May,  1882.  In  his  appeal  to  this  Department  Jack  furnishes  affida- 
vits to  the  effect  that  his  actual  settlement  was  made  upon  the  land  in 
1871,  before  the  filing  of  the  township  plat,  and  that  his  residence  thereon 
has  been  continuous  up  to  date. 

In  view  of  the  statements  made  in  these  affidavits,  I  deem  it  advisa- 
ble that  the  claimant  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  prove  their  truth. 
He  will  accordingly  be  given  sixty  days  from  receipt  of  notice  of  this 
letter  to  make  final  proof  for  the  land  claimed  by  him,  at  which  time  a 
special  agent  of  your  office  should  be  present  in  the  interest  of  the  gov- 
ernment. If  claimant  shall  fail  or  refuse  or  comply  with  the  above  di- 
rections his  filing  should  then  be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly. 


PRE'EMPTIONSECOND  FILING, 

Bywater  V.  Hill  bt  al. 

A  pre-emption  claim  based  on  the  settlement  and  filing  of  one  who  had  previonsly 
ezhaasted  his  pre-emptive  right  is  illegal,  and  the  transmutation  thereof  to  a 
homestead  entry  will  not  exclade  an  intervening  adverse  claim. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  8parJcSj  July  22, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  M.  Bywater  v.  W.  C.  Hill  and 
J.  Vance  Lewis,  involving  Lots  7,  8, 11  and  12,  Sec.  4,  T.  24  N.,  R.  4  E., 
Olympia,  W.  T.,  on  appeal  by  Bj  water  from  your  predecessor's  decision 
of  August  29, 1883,  holding  his  homestead  entry  thereon  for  cancella- 
tion. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Bywater  applied  to  file  a  declaratory 
statement- for  said  tracts  on  May  8, 1879,  alleging  settlement  October 
7, 1877.  Hill  and  Lewis  applied  to  locate  Porterfield  scrip  on  said 
tracts  on  January  8, 1880.  At  said  dates  the  land  was  covered  by  a 
claim  of  the  Townsite  of  Seattle,  which  however  was  held  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  on  October  26, 1881  (1  L.  D.,  501),  to  be  invalid, 
and  Bywater  was  allowed  to  file  as  of  date  his  said  offer  was  made. 
This  he  did  November  26, 1881,  by  declaratory  statement  No.  5313 ;  and 
on  December  19  following  he  transmuted  his  filing  to  homestead  entry 
No.  4113.  By  his  aforesaid  decision  and  by  that  of  July  22,  1882,  the 
Secretary  also  allowed  Hill  and  Lewis  to  locate  their  scrip,  as  of  date 
of  their  said  offer,  subject  however  to  By  water's  right  as  a  pre-emptor ; 
and  this  they  did  August  28, 1882. 
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A  contest  between  the  parties  was  thus  brought  about,  and  hearing 
was  had  in  December  1882,  at  which  the  scrip  locators  attempted  to 
show,  first,  that  Bywater  had  exhausted  his  pre-emption  right  by  cer- 
tain prior  filings  in  Minnesota,  and,  second,  that  he  had  failed  to  settle 
on  and  inhabit  the  land  as  required  by  the  pre-emption  law.  For  a 
reason  not  stated,  the  local  officers  ignored  the  question  of  the  effect  of 
the  prior  preemption  filings,  but  found  that  Bywater  had  complied  with 
the  law  in  respect  of  residence,  and  awarded  him  the  land.  When  the 
case  came  before  your  office  on  appeal,  the  question  of  the  prior  filings 
was  again  ignored,  but  it  was  held  that  Bywater  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence,  and  his  entry  was  held  for  can- 
cellation. I  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
evidence  upon  the  question  of  By  water's  settlement  and  residence,  but 
will  dispose  of  the  case  on  that  relating  to  the  alleged  prior  filings. 

In  his  testimony  at  the  hearing,  Bywater  admitted  that  he  had  made 
a  pre-emption  filing  in  Minnesota  about  June  1873,  and  that  he  had  re- 
linquished it  subsequently  for  a  consideration  of  $900  or  $1000.  (I  un- 
derstand that  at  page  41  of  the  trial  record  he  corrected  his  testimony 
at  page  12  in  regard  to  said  relinquishment).  1  have  caused  the  records 
of  your  office  to  be  examined,  and  it  appears  therefrom  that  one  Charles 
M.  Bywater  filed  declaratory  statement  No.  20,254  for  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec. 
4,  T.  107,  R.  36,  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  alleging  settlement  June  10, 1870 ; 
and  that  on  June  25, 1873,  Charles  M.  Bywater  filed  declaratory  state- 
ment No.  22,356  at  the  same  office  for  the  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  24,  T.  107,  B. 
36,  alleging  settlement  June  20, 1873%  The  latter  filing  was  canceled 
by  letter  ("  C")  of  May  13, 1878,  for  relinquishment ;  and  the  relinquish- 
ment, which  is  on  file,  was  executed  Septeaiber  29,  1877,  and  is  unmis- 
takably in  the  hand-writiugof  C.  M.  Bywater  the  claimant  in  this  case. 

It  therefore  appears  from  the  record  before  me  that  Bywater  held  a 
tract  of  land  in  Minnesota  under  the  pre-emption  law  from  June  1873  to 
September  1877,  in  which  last-named  month  (he  stated  in  his  testimony) 
he  removed  to  Washington  Territory.  In  my  opinion  he  had  thereby 
exhausted  his  pre-emption  right,  and  his  pre-emption  settlement  and 
filing  on  the  land  herein  in  controvers}-  were  illegal  (J.  B.  Raymond,  2  L. 
D.  854).  This  was  the  status  of  his  claim  on  January  8,  1880,  when  Hill 
and  Lewis  made  tht'ir  scrip  location  ;  and  such  a  claim  could  not  be 
validated  by  the  subsequent  transmutation  to  a  homestead  entry,  so  as 
to  appropriate  the  land  against  them  (Brooks  v,  Tobien,  4  L.  D.,  660). 
For  these  reasons  your  said  office  decision  is  affirmed. 

I  call  you  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  laud  appears  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Ma^'nard  donation  claim,  and  that  the  record  shows  that  a  request 
to  issue  patent  for  it  to  the  heirs  of  Lydia  Maynard  was  on  February 
27,  1885,  refused  consideration  by  my  predecessor,  because  of  the  pen- 
dency of  a  certain  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in- 
volving her  title  thereto.  In  the  letter  transmitting  his  views  to  your 
office  is  the  following  passage :  ^^  You  will  ])lease  take  no  action  looking 
to  a  disposition  of  these  lots  until  said  suit  has  been  decided." 
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PR  A  CTl  CE—RE  VIE  W;  8  UB  VEY^A  CCO  UNTS. 

J.  K.  Gloteb. 

The  decision  of  the  Department  rejecting  a  survey  and  refusing  to  pay  therefor  will 
not  be  reviewed,  where  it  appears  that  application  for  such  action  was  not  made 
within  the  proper  time,  and  that  prior  to  such  application  the  townships  covered 
by  said  survey  had  been  re-surveyed  and  the  work  paid  for  under  a  subsequent 
contract. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  July  22, 1886. 

On  May  26, 1877,  the  United  States  Surveyor  General  for  California 
executed  a  contract  with  Deputy  Surveyor  J.  R.  Glover  for  the  survey  of 
Townships  18  to  25  2^.,  liange  10  W.,  Mount  Diablo  Meridian,  Cali- 
fornia. 

On  April  14,  1879,  Secretary  Schurz  made  a  decision  relative  to  the 
approval  of  the  accounts  of  Deputy  Surveyor  Glover  for  the  survey  of 
these  townships,  and  also  upon  the  question  of  the  approval  of  said 
surveys,  in  which  he  held  that  said  surveys  were  not  in  conformity  with 
law,  but  in  direct  violation  thereof,  and  that  his  accounts  for  said 
services  should  be  rejected. 

In  the  decision  referred  to  Secretary  Schurz  said: 

"Viewing  the  work  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Glover  exe- 
cuted the  survey  of  the  4th  standard  line  in  such  a  manner  as  to  throw 
the  deficiency  into  the  townships  which  he  had  the  contract  for  subdi- 
viding, instead  of  allowing  it  to  fall  in  the  place  where  it  naturally 
belonged.    In  so  doing  he  violated  the  law. 

"Ist.  By  deducting  the  deficiency  from  the  east,  instead  of  the  west 
side  of  the  townships  north  of  the  4th  standard  line ;  and  (2)  by  drop- 
ping a  row  of  sections  from  the  east  side  of  the  4th  standard  line,  and 
by  running  the  lines  of  survey  in  the  wrong  direction. 

•  •       .         •  •  •  •  • 

"I  am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Glover  is  not  entitled  to  jmy  for  the  sur- 
vey of  these  townships,  and  that  the  survey  of  townships  18  to  25 
north,  10  west,  should  be  rejected." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  decision  above  referred  to  that  Secretary 
Schurz  decided  (1),  that  these  surveys  were  improperly  executed,  and 
should  be  rejected,  which  was  accordingly  done;  and  (2)  that  Glover 
was  not  entitled  to  pay  for  that  service. 

No  further  action  was  taken  in  the  matter  by  Mr.  Glover,  until  nearly 
six  years  thereafter,  when  he  filed  the  present  motion,  "  invoking  re- 
newed  supervisory  action  and  review  of  said  decision 

upon  matters  arising  since  the  date  of  such  rejection,"  to  wit :  At  date 
contemporaneous  with  the  Glover  surveys,  Deputy  Surveyor  Hanson 
had  executed  other  surveys  in  California  in  precisely  the  same  manner, 
which  though  rejected  were  afterwards  re-instated  and  approved  ;  that 
in  1883,  the  Commissioner  approved  similar  surveys  of  townships  made 
2278  DEC 2 
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fractional  in  the  same  manner,  viz :  by  the  junction  of  the  Mount  Diablo 
and  Humboldt  Meridian ;  that  numerous  surveys  have  since  been  ap- 
proved made  in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  the  Ghiver  survey,  and 
that  instructions  have  since  been  given  for  the  survey  of  fractional 
townships  in  the  same  manner. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  grounds  urged  in  this  motion  for  review  are 
sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  general  rule  requiring  that  all  mo- 
tions for  review  shall  be  made  within  thirty  days  from  date  of  notice  of 
decision. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  the  surveyor  general  of  California 
approved  and  forwarded  the  surveys  of  Glover  and  Hanson  about  the 
same  time,  and  at  the  same  time  forwarded  a  protest  from  Bobeit  Gard- 
ner, charging  fraud  in  the  surveys  of  Glover  and  Hanson,  and  that  the 
fractional  townships  were  surveyed  so  as  to  drop  the  36th  section  in  the 
interest  of  a  laud  ring.  It  is  true  that  Hanson's  surveys  were  rejected 
because  the  lands  were  not  of  a  surveyable  character,  and  not  because 
section  36  was  omitted  in  the  surveys,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  be- 
cause the  surveys  were  rejected  upon  a  ground  in  itself  sufficient,  that 
the  other  objection  to  the  survey  was  approved.  Hanson  waived  his 
right  of  appeal  from  the  Commissioner's  decision,  and  also  all  claim 
for  pay  for  his  surveys,  and  subsequently  the  Commissioner  directed 
the  surveyor  general  to  expunge  the  cancellation  of  the  Hanson  sur- 
veys and  restore  the  triplicate  plats  to  the  U.  S.  Land  Office.  This 
action  of  the  Land  Department  was  induced  solely  from  the  fact  that 
Hanson  had  waived  all  claim  against  the  United  States  and  had  been 
compensated  for  his  services  by  the  State  of  Caliibrnia,  and  not  from 
an  approval  of  his  survey. 

This  subsequent  action  in  regard  to  the  Hanson  surveys,  and  the  al- 
leged subsequent  action  of  the  Commissioner  in  regard  to  similar  sur- 
veys, will  not  take  this  case  out  of  the  general  rule  that  all  motions  for 
review  must  be  made  within  thirty  days  from  notice  of  decision,  except 
when  based  on  newly  discovered  evidence. 

Besides,  it  appears  from  the  report  of  your  office  that  since  the  date 
of  the  decision  of  Secretary  Schurz  above  referred  to,  and  prior  to  the 
filing  of  this  motion  for  review,  that  the  townships  covered  by  the 
Glover  surveys  have  been  resurveyed  under  another  contract,  and  that 
the  accounts  for  such  surveys  have  been  audited  and  paid.  This  fact 
alone  pi^cludes  the  Department  from  taking  further  action  in  the  matter, 
and  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  refusing  to  grant  the  review  prayed  for. 

The  application  for  review  is  denied. 
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desert  land  act-^final  proof, 
Peter  French  et  al. 

The  acquisition  of  land  under  this  act  by  any  one  person  is  limited  to  six  hnndred  and 

forty  acres  whether  taken  by  original  entry  or  assignment. 
Final  proof  purporting  to  be  made  by  the  original  entryman  but  submitted  and  sworn 

to  by  one  acting  as  attorney  in  fact  is  illegal  and  invalid. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  July  23,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Peter  French  et  al,  from  certain  de- 
cisions of  your  office,  hereinafter  more  particnlarly  specified,  adverse  to 
said  French  and  his  assignors. 

Said  appeal  involves  five  desert  land  CDtries,  made  at  the  Lakeview 
land  office,  Oregon,  and  designated  as  follows : 

Entry  of  James  A.  Jennings,  final  certificate  No.  2,  dated  September 
23, 1880,  for  639.69  acres;  J.  M.  Dedman,  final  certificate,  ITo.  3,  dated 
December  20,  1880,  for  639.78  acres ;  Isaac  W.  Laswell,  final  certificate, 
No.  4,  dated  December  20, 1880,  for  599.33  acres;  John  J.  Hallett,  final 
certificate.  No.  5,  dated  December  20, 1880,  for  640  acres;  Peter  French, 
final  certificate.  No.  8,  dated  August  14,  1882,  for  610.70  acres. 

Uf  the  claims  covered  by  the  above  mentioned  entries,  two,  those  of 
Jennings  and  French,  were  initiated  by  declarations  dated  September 
24,  1877 ;  two,  those  of  Dedman  and  Hallett,  by  declarations  dated  De- 
cember 20, 1877;  and  one,  that  of  Laswell,  by  declaration  dated  January 
7, 1878. 

Your  office,  by  its  letter  of  June  8, 1883,  informed  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver that  all  of  the  entries  named  had  been  canceled  for  fraud,  in  that 
(1)  the  lands  were  non-desert  in  character,  and  (2)  the  entries  of  Jen- 
nings, Dedman,  Laswell,  and  Hallett  were  made  in  the  interest  of  French. 

Said  action  was  based  upon  the  report,  dated  April  4, 1882,  made  to 
your  office  by  Special  Agent  E.  V.  Ankeny.  The  register  and  receiver 
were  directed  to  allow  to  claimants  sixty  days  from  date  of  notice  within 
which  to  show  cause  why  their  entries  should  be  re-instated.  Novem- 
ber 6,  1883,  si^  months  after  the  cancellation,  the  local  office  addressed 
to  your  office  a  letter  stating  that  the  several  parties  had  been  duly  no- 
tified of  the  action  taken,  and  that  they  had  made  no  response.  There- 
upon your  office,  by  its  letter  of  February  13, 1884,  to  the  register  and 
receiver,  declared  its  judgment  of  cancellation  final,  and  directed  that 
the  lands  involved  be  held  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  legal  applicant. 
Subsequently  application  was  filed  in  your  office  in  behalf  of  French, 
asking  the  re-instatement  of  all  the  entries  canceled  as  above.  This 
petition,  filed  in  October,  1884,  averred  want  of  notice  of  the  cancella- 
tion, and  wa«  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  French  that  he  is  entitled 
not  only  to  the  land  covered  by  his  own  entry,  but  that  he  is  the  owner 
by  purchase  of  the  entries  of  Jennings,  Dedman,  Laswell  and  Hallett. 
AiBdavits  of  certain  other  persons  were  also  filed  for  the  purpose  of 
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showing  that  the  lauds  had  been  desert  in  character,  and  that  they  had 
been  reclaimed  as  required  by  law. 

Prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  petition,  to  wit,  on  August  1, 1884,  your 
office,  at  the  request  of  counsel,  had  by  telegraph  directed  the  register 
and  receiver  to  make  no  further  disposition  of  the  lands  in  question 
until  so  instructed. 

After  further  proceedings  bearing  upon  the  question  of  notice,  you, 
by  your  letter  of  April  29,  1885,  to  the  register  and  receiver,  declined 
to  re-instate  the  entries  and  directed  the  local  office  to  no  longer  with- 
hold the  lands  from  entries  or  pre-emption  filings  by  other  qualified 

m 

applicants. 

The  appeal  now  before  me  is  from  the  several  decisions  of  June  8, 
1883,  February  13, 1884,  and  April  27,  1885,  above  mentioned. 

Said  appeal  sets  forth  and  proceeds  to  argue  several  specifications  of 
error,  which  it  is  claimed  exist  in  the  decisions  appealed  from.  For  the 
purpose  of  this  decision  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  consider  all  of  these 
specifications.  Among  them  is  one  to  the  effect  that  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  February  13, 1884,  declaring  that  of  June  8,  1883,  which 
canceled  the  entries  in  question,  final,  was  without  authority  and  not 
binding  upon  appellants,  because  made  without  notice  to  them. 

It  has  constantly  been  alleged  and  is  stated  under  oath  that  notice 
of  the  decision  of  June  8,  1883,  canceling  said  entries,  was  never  re- 
ceived by  either  French  or  his  assignors,  and  he  states  that  the  matter 
was  first  brought  to  his  notice  in  June  or  July,  1884,  by  one  Gushman 
entering  upon  a  portion  of  said  lands  for  the  purpose  of  making  im- 
provements thereon. 

December  20, 1884,  your  office  called  upon  the  register  and  receiver 
to  furnish  proof  of  service  of  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  said  entries. 
Those  officers  replied,  under  date'  of  February  23,  1885,  that  they  had 
mailed  to  the  several  entrymen  notices  of  said  cancellation,  as  directed 
by  your  office  letter  of  June  8,  1883,  but  that  they  have  no  means  of 
proving  that  said  notices,  or  any  of  them,  were  received. 

On  this  showing,  and  from  the  proceedings  subsequently  had,  I  am 
unable  to  find  that  the  parties  appellant  have  had  tjie  benefit  of  the 
sixty  days'  notice  contemplated  by  your  office  decision  of  June  8,  1883, 
and  I  therefore  think  your  action  deuying  a  hearing  was  error. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  a  peculiar  feature,  which  has  not  been 
adverted  to  in  any  of  the  several  decisions  rendered  by  your  office  in 
this  case.  It  is  this:  It  seems  that  when  final  proof  was  made,  claim- 
ants Jennings,  Dedman,  Laswell  and  Hallett  did  not  personally  appear, 
but  that  they  were  represented  by  French,  who  appeared  with  power  of 
attorney  from  them  severally  to  do,  with  respect  to  the  land  covered 
by  their  respective  claims,  whatever  they  themselves  might  do  if  present. 

In  answering  the  questions  usually  x)ropounded  to  claimants  in  mak. 
ing  final  proof,  French  so  personated  his  principal  in  each  case  as  to 
answer  said  questions  in  the  first  person  as  if  he  were  the  claimant  or 
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entryman.  Having  answered  the  questions  in  this  way  he  subscribed 
and  swore  to  the  same  as  the  claimant,  adding  to  the  signature  of  such 
claimant  the  words,  "by  Peter  French,  attorney  in  fact." 

The  final  proof  as  taken  and  submitted  in  the  four  cases  named  is  on 
the  facts  above  recited  illegal,  invalid  and  without  effect,  and  should 
for  that  reason  be  rejected. 

Although  having  proceeded  in  the  manner  indicated,  it  is  now  stated 
by  French,  and  by  at  least  two  of  the  assignors,  that  he  purchased  from 
them  the  entries  in  1879,  while  final  proof  was  not  offered  until  the  fall 
of  1880.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  at  the  date  of  said  final  proof 
French  attempted  to  occupy  the  dual  position  of  attorney-in-fact  for  the 
original  claimants  and  their  assignee.  I  have  already  said  that  the 
final  proof  submitted  by  him  as  attorney  for  Jennings,  Dedman,  Las- 
well,  and  Hallett  is  valueless.  As  to  the  claim  now  set  up  by  French 
that  he  is  and  was  at  the  date  of  final  proof,  and  prior  thereto,  the  as- 
signee of  the  parties  named,  and  that  he  is  for  that  reason  entitled  to 
patents  covering  the  four  tracts  embraced  in  the  claims  as  originally 
made  by  them,  it  need  only  be  said  that  while  assignments  of  desert 
land  entries  before  final  proof  were  recognized  by  the  Department 
until  its  decision  of  April  15,  1880,  in  the  case  of  S.  W.  Downey  (7 
C.L.O.,  26),  it  has  been  very  distinctly  ruled  that  the  acquisition  by  any 
one  person  of  land  under  the  desert  land  law  is  limited  to  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  See  case  of  Joab  Lawrence  (2  L.  D.,  22),  and  that  of 
David  B.  Dole  (3  L.  D.,  214).  French  made  an  entry  in  his  own  name 
for  610.70  acres.  It  is  therefore  clear  that  in  no  event  can  he  be  recog- 
nized as  the  assignee  of  the  parties  named,  or  any  of  them.  If  any  of 
these  four  entries  shall  ever  be  re  instated  it  must  be  upon  a  showing 
made  by  the  parties  originally  claiming  and  not  by  French.  Since  they 
claim  want  of  notice  of  the  adverse  decisions  of  your  ofl&ce,  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  they  received  notice,  they  will  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  appear  at  the  local  office  on  a  day  to  be  named,  with  a  view  to  the 
submission  of  such  testimony  as  they  may  have  to  offer  in  support  of 
their  respective  claims,  and  to  offer  final  proof  in  lieu  of  that  hereby  re- 
jected, showing  their  compliance  with  the  law  in  all  respects. 

French  will  also  be  notified  that  at  the  same  time  a  hearing  will  be 
had  in  his  case  for  the  purpose  of  examining  as  to  the  charges  of  fraud 
made  in  the  report  of  the  special  agent  and  affecting  the  entr}^  made  in 
his  name,  and  upon  which  he  has  made  final  proof.  At  such  hearings 
the  government  should  be  represented  by  a  special  agent  of  this  office, 
who  should  be  furnished  with  such  information  as  the  report  herewith 
of  Special  Agent  Ankeny,  and  other  papers,  may  afftrd*  The  agent 
should  be  instructed  to  procure  the  attendance  of  such  witnesses,  and 
to  present  such  evidence  as  will  in  each  case  protect  the  interests  of 
the  government,  and  guard  against  the  perpetration  of  fraud. 

It  appears  that  under  authority  from  your  office  certain  filings  and 
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entries  have  been  made  on  portions  of  these  lands  since  ^'our  office  de- 
cision of  June  8, 1883.  The  parties  who  made  them  should  have  notice 
of  the  proposed  hearings,  in  order  that  they  may  appear  and  present 
such  facts  as  may  be  in  their  possession  and  pertinent  to  the  inquiry 
relative  to  the  charge  of  fraud  in  connection  with  any  of  the  desert  land 
entries  mentioned. 

The  privilege  of  cross-examining  witnesses  should  be  accorded  all  par. 
ties  appearing  and  claiming  an  interest  by  virtue  of  any  filing  or  entry 
allowed  them'  on  the  lands. 

The  decisions  appealed  from  are  modified  accordingly. 


practice— hearings— burden  of  proof. 
Henry  C.  Putnam. 

A  hearing  ordered  on  special  agent's  report,  looking  toward  tbe  cancellation  of  a  final 
entry,  is  a  proceeding  de  novo  in  which  the  ex  parte  testimony  contained  in  said 
report  should  not  be  considered. 

As  in  such  hearings  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  government  it  should  first  submit 
its  proof  before  the  defendant  is  required  to  present  his  defense. 

The  case  of  George  T.  Bums  cited  aud  followed. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  July  24, 1886. 

Henry  G.  Patnam  has  filed  in  the  Department  his  petition  asking  that 
a  hearing  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  legality  of  certain  timber  en- 
tries at  the  Hnmboldt,  California,  land  office,  which  entries  yon  ordered 
to  be  canceled  upon  the  reports  of  special  agents,  and  refused  a  hear- 
ing thereon. 

From  your  letter  of  June  26, 1886,  to  Mr.  t^utnam,  it  appears  that 
most  of  those  entries  were  canceled  upon  the  reports  of  special  agents ; 
accompanied  by  the  affidavits  of  the  original  eutryman  to  the  effect 
that  the  original  entry  was  made  in  the  interest  of  other  parties,  and 
from  considering  a  large  mass  of  evidence  on  file  in  your  office,  consist- 
ing mainly  of  reports  of  special  agents  and  affidavits  of  individuals, 
showing  the  illegal  operations  of  Beach,  Evans,  Marks,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, the  parties  in  whose  interest  it  is  alleged  these  entries  were 
made. 

Upon  ascertaining  the  fact  of  tbe  cancellation  of  these  entries,  Mr. 
Putnam  filed  an  application  in  your  office,  alleging  that  he  is  a  bona 
fide  purchaser  for  value,  without  notice  of  any  defect  of  title,  and  held 
title  by  conveyance  three  or  four  removes  from  the  original  entryraan, 
and  asks  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  before  the  register  and  receiver  to 
investigate  and  determine  the  truth  of  these  charges,  supporting  it  by 
his  affidavit,  in  which  he  alleged  that  the  affidavits  of  said  entrymen, 
^^that  they  were  hired  to  make  said  entries  in  said  lands,"  were  false 
and  untrue,  and  that  parties  in  interest  had  conspired  to  procure  the 
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cancellation  of  said  entries  to  the  end  that  they  may  again  reenter  and 
sell  these  lands.  He  farther  alleged  that  if  opportunity  was  aiforded 
he  would  be  able  to  show  that  said  entries  were  made  in  good  faith  and 
for  the  benefit  of  said  entrymau,  and  were  not  fraudulent  as  alleged. 

By  your  said  letter  of  June  26  you  refused  to  order  a  hearing  in  these 
cases,  because  (he  application  rested  solely  upon  the  statement  of  Put- 
nam that  the  entries  were  made  in  good  faith,  which  you  say  appears 
to  be  merely  his  opinion,  in  contradiction  to  the  sworn  statement  of  the 
entrymen  themselves  and  other  parties  to  the  fraud,  and  that  he  does 
not  famish  the  evidence  or  even  statement  of  facts  which  he  expects  to 
prove  to  overcome  the  case  made  against  the  entries. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Putnam  was  a  party  to  any  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, or  is  any  way  known  in  the  transaction  prior  to  his  applica- 
tion filed  in  your  office  for  a  hearing  in  said  case.  In  this  application 
he  for  the  first  time  appears  as  a  party  in  interest,  alleging  that  he  is 
a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value  and  asking  that  he  may  be  heard  to 
maintain  the  validity  of  these  entries.  The  facts  set  forth  in  his  appli- 
cation show  that  he  is  a  party  in  interest,  having  such  a  standing  in 
the  case  as  would  entitle  him  to  be  heard  ex  rel,^  to  maintain  the  valid- 
ity of  the  entries  in  question.  See  B.  M.  Sherman  et  al,  (4  L.  D.,  644); 
John  C.  Featherspil  (lb.,  570). 

The  fact  that  ^^his  statement  is  not  claimed  to  be  based  on  personal 
knowledge,  but  appears  to  be  merely  his  opinion  in  contradiction  to  the 
•worn  statement  of  the  entrymen  themselves  and  other  parties  to  the 
fraad,"  is  not  a  sufficient  ground  to  refuse  the  hearing  prayed  for.  The 
sworn  statement  of  the  entrymen  upon  which  the  reports  of  the  special 
agents  were  based,  are  themselves  directly  contradicted  by  the  sworn 
statement  of  these  same  entrymen  made  at  the  time  they  entered  the 
land.  The  applicant  now  asks  that  he  be  allowed  the  opportunity  to 
show  that  the  first  statement  was  true  and  the  latter  is  false. 

Entries  of  lands  to  which  he  claims  title,  bona  fide  and  for  valne^ 
have  been  canceled  upon  an  ex  parte  showing.  He  now  asks  that  he  be 
allowed  to  show  that  the  testimony  upon  which  you  acted  was  false, 
and  to  sustain  the  validity  of  the  entries.  I  think  the  application  for 
a  hearing  should  have  beeu  granted. 

This  case  comes  before  the  Department  upon  a  direct  application,  in- 
voking what  he  terms  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Secretary  to 
order  and  direct  an  investigation  of  the  matters  in  question.  In  all 
cases  where  the  Bales  of  Practice  prescribed  by  the  Department  provide 
a  means  by  which  the  supervisory  power  of  the  Secretary  may  be  in- 
voked, they  should  be  complied  with. 

When  the  Commissioner  refused  a  hearing  in  this  case,  ui)on  the 
application  filed  by  Mr.  Putnam,  it  was  a  final  decision,  and  therefore 
appealable.  Had  the  appeal  been  refused,  an  application  for  certiorari 
would  have  been  the  proper  method  of  invoking  the  power  of  the  Sec- 
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retary  to  supervise  and  control  the  action  of  tbe  Commissiouer.  For 
the  leason  that  the  action  of  Mr.  Putnam  is  irregular,  his  application 
should  be  dismissed,  and  he  should  be  remitted  to  his  right  of  appeal; 
but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  i-eturned 
to  your  office  all  cases  pending  on  appeal  in  the  Department  at  that 
date  from  the  action  of  your  office  in  canceling  entries  upon  the  report 
of  special  agents,  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  amended  circular  of  May 
25,  1886,  allowing  all  parties  whose  entries  were  held  for  cancellation 
upon  the  report  of  special  agents,  sixty  days  in  which  to  show  cause 
why  their  entries  should  be  sustained,  I  shall  for  that  purpose  treat  this 
application  as  an  appeal,  and  order  that  this  case  be  given  the  same 
direction. 

As  the  formula  of  the  amended  circular  of  May  25,  1886,  may  admit 
of  some  doubt  as  to  where  the  burden  of  proof  rests  in  cases  of  this 
character,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  similar  cases 
were  returned  to  your  office  with  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant  without 
an  examination  of  the  record  of  said  cases,  I  deem  it  proper  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  rule  of  practice  which  should  govern  in  the  hear- 
ing of  such  cases  before  the  register  and  receiver. 

When  from  the  report  of  a  special  agent  it  appears  that  an  entry  is 
fraudulent,  or  from  any  other  cause  its  validity  should  bo  inquired  into, 
such  entry  should  not  be  canceled  upon  the  report  of  the  agent  or  the 
testimony  aecompanying  it,  but  should  be  held  for  cancellation,  and 
the  entry  man  should  be  notified  of  such  action  and  allowed  sixty  days 
in  which  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show  cause  why  the  entry  should  be 
sustained ;  and  if  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the  special  agent  that 
the  entry  has  been  transferred,  the  transferree  shall  also  be  notified  as 
well  as  the  original  entryman.  If  at  the  expiration  of  such  time  the 
claimant  fails  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show  cause,  the  entry  should 
then  be  canceled  by  the  action  of  your  office.  But  if  in  response  to 
such  notice,  the  claimant  oifers  to  show  cause  why  the  entry  should  be 
sustained,  a  hearing  should  be  ordered,  at  which  the  government  should 
offer  proof  to  sustain  the  allegation  that  the  entry  is  illegal  or  fraudu- 
lent before  the  entryman  shall  be  required  to  present  his  defense.  Such, 
hearing  is  a  proceeding  de  nooo,  at  which  the  register  and  receiver 
should  not  consider  the  ex  parte  testimony  contained  in  the  agent's  re- 
port, but  in  all  such  cases  where  the  entry  has  been  regularly'  made 
and  final  certificate  issued,  the  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  government, 
and  it  will  be  required  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  charge  at  the  time 
of  the  hearing  by  the  examination  of  the  special  agent  or  such  other 
witnesses  as  may  be  produced,  so  that  the  entryman  may  have  the  op- 
portunity of  cross-examination  as  allowed  by  law.  This  rule  was  clearly 
announced  in  the  case  of  George  T.  Burns  (4  L.  D.,  62),  and  will  be 
strictly  adhered  to.    See  also  James  Oopeland  (lb.,  275). 
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application  for  mineral  patent. 
John  Kinkaid. 

The  prelimiuary  showing  required  apou  application  mnst  embrace  an  amount  of  work, 
or  expenditare,  sufficient  to  make  the  claim  valid  and  subsisting  at  the  date  of 
application. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  CommisHioner  SparJcs^  July  31,  1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  by  John  Kinkaid,  Esq.,  of  Gunnison,  Colorado, — 
herewith  returned — and  inquiring  as  to  the  proper  construction  of 
paragraph  3,  Circular  ]S,  December  15,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  374),  which  is  an 
extract  from  departmental  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Good  Eeturn 
Mining  Co.  (4  L.  D.,  221),  and  which  reads  as  follows: 

That  "compliance  'with  the  terms  of  this  chapter,'  as  a  condition  for 
the  making  of  application  for  patent  according  to  section  2325,  requires 
the  preliminary  showing  of  work  or  expenditure  upon  each  location, 
sufficient  to  the  maintenance  of  possession  under  section  2324,  either  by 
showing  the  full  amount  for  the  pending  year,  or  if  there  has  been  fail- 
ure it  should  be  shown  that  work  has  been  resumed  so  as  to  prevent  re- 
location by  adverse  parties  after  abandonment." 

Your  inquiry  concerns  the  words  "the  full  amount  of  work  for  the 
pending  year,"  and  your  letter  construes  them  as  meaning  "an  amount 
sufficient  to  make  the  claim  a  valid  and  subsisting  one  at  the  date  of 
the  filing  of  the  application  for  patent."  Said  construction  is  correct. 
The  exact  meaning  of  the  paragraph  will  perhaps  more  fully  appear 
from  a  slight  transposition  of  its  words,  as  follows: 

3.  That  compliance  *  with  the  terms  of  this  chapter,'  as  a  condition 
for  the  making  of  application  for  patent  according  to  section  2325,  re- 
quires the  preliminary  showing  of  work  or  expenditure  upon  each  loca- 
tion, either  by  showing  the  full  amount  sufficient  to  the  maintenance  of 
possession  under  section  2324  for  the  pending  year ;  or,  if  there  has  been 
failure,  it  should  be  shown  that  work  has  been  resumed  so  as  to  prevent 
re-location  by  adverse  parties  after  abandonment. 

"The  pending  year"  means  the  calendar  year  in  which  application  is 
made.  And  you  will  observe  that  the  paragraph  has  no  reference  to  a 
showing  of  work  at  date  of  the  final  entry. 


offered  lands— private  entry, 
John  C.  Tuepen. 

Tracts  withheld  from  public  sale  through  erroneous  markings  on  the  plats  or  records, 
or  by  orders  of  the  General  Land  Office,  are  not  subject  to  private  entry  except 
after  public  notice  of  restoration. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  July  31,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  C.  Turpen,  Esq.,  from  the  de- 
cision of  your  office,  dated  March  26,  1886,  rejecting  his  application  to 
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purchase  at  private  cash  entry  the  following  described  tracts  of  land  in 

the  old  Piqua  land  district,  Ohio : 

*  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Your  office  rejected  said  application,  for  the  reason  that  some  of  the 
tracts  applied  for  have  already  been  patented  by  the  government,  and 
for  the  additional  reason  that  the  tracts  embraced  in  said  application 
not  disposed  of  are  not  subject  to  private  cash  entry,  but  they  may  be 
entered  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws,  if  the  applicant 
furnishes  an  affidavit  duly  corroborated,  showing  that  the  land  applied 
for  is  not  occupied  by  any  person  or  persons,  with  valuable  improve- 
ments, claiming  color  of  title  thereto. 

The  appellant,  by  his  counsel,  has  assigned  ten  specifications  of  error, 
which  may  be  considered  under  three  heads : 

1st.  The  decision  appealed  from  is  contrary  to  law. 

2d.  The  decision  is  contrary  to  every  regulation  and  precedent  of  this 
Department. 

3d.  ^^Said  decision  is  erroneous,  because  no  reason  or  ground  for  the 
rejection  of  said  application  to  purchase  is  stated  therein,  and  it  is  there- 
fore arbitrary  and  unwarranted." 

It  appears  that  on  March  25, 1886,  your  office  advised  the  Hon.  Charles 
M.  Anderson,  in  response  to  his  personal  inquiry  regarding  the  status 
of  said  lands,  that  any  isolated  tracts  found  to  be  still  vacant  in  Ohio 
are  regarded  as  having  been  withheld  from  disposal,  from  erroneous 
marks  on  the  plats  and  records,  or  from  other  causes,  and  therefore  are 
not  subject  to  disposal  at  ordinary  private  entry. 

Tracts  so  withheld  must  first  be  restored  to  market  by  public  notice, 
before  they  can  be  resold  at  private  entry,  according  to  rule  laid  down 
in  the  9th  section  of  Circular  of  January  1, 1836,  which  has  been  uni- 
formly followed  since,  and  which  was  held  to  have  the  force  of  law  in 
Attorney  General  Butler's  opinion  of  July  14, 1837. 

I  have  caused  an  inspection  of  the  records  of  your  office  to  be  made, 
and  they  disclose  the  fact  that  all  of  the  tracts  applied  for  are  within  the 
enclosure  marked  with  a  pencil,  and  upon  which  is  written  <'  St.  Mary's 
Beservoir  for  Canal  from  Dayton  to  the  Miami  ol  Lake  Erie."  On  Jan- 
uary 1, 1836,  your  office  issued  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  the 
United  States  Land  Offices  a  circular,  the  9th  section  of  which  contains 
the  following  language: 

"  Whenever  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  tract  or  tracts  in 
your  district,  heretofore  offered  at  public  sale,  may  have  been  improp- 
erly withheld  from  private  entry,  in  consequence  of  errors  in  your  books, 
or  in  marking  the  sales  upon  your  maps,  or  from  any  other  cause  what- 
ever, you  will  seek  information  from  this  office  in  relation  to  such  cases; 
and  if  it  shonld  then  appear  that  the  lands  have  been  thus  erroneously 
withheld  from  private  entry,  you  are  particularly  required  to  give  notice 
of  the  fact  by  public  advertisement  in  tbe  most  convenient  newspaper^ 
and  to  be  put  up  in  suitable  places,  setting  forth  that  at  a  particular 
hour  and  day,  therein  to  be  mentioned,  you  will  be  prepared  to  receive 
applications  to  enter  the  lands  designated  in  such  notice.    This  notice 
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should  be  given  at  least  thirty  days  before  entries  are  to  be  received ; 
and  in  no  event  will  you  allow  any  such  lands  to  be  entered  or  located 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  thus  prescribed." 

The  proper  construction  of  said  9th  section  was  considered  by  At- 
torney General  Butler,  on  July  14,  1837.  The  Attorney  General  held, 
(3d  Opin.,  274,)  that  while  no  power  to  make  said  regulation  was  ex- 
pressly given  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfiGice  by  any 
act  of  Congress,  yet  said  regulation  was  warranted  by  the  nature  of  the 
case,  and  the  general  powers  of  the  Executive  under  the  Constitution; 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OlOQce,  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  through 
him  of  the  President,  to  take  care  that  the  law  is  faithfully  executed ; 
that  one  of  the  most  important  points  to  be  observed  in  the  execution 
of  the  law,  is  the  securing  to  all  persons  a  fair  and  equal  opportunity  to 
become  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  ;  and  that  where  lands  subject 
by  law  to  private  entry  have  been  improperly  withheld  therefrom,  if  a 
considerable  time  has  elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  sale,  to  allow  them 
to  be  entered  by  any  particular  individual  without  a  public  notice  that 
they  are  subject  to  private  entry  would  in  most  cases  give  such  indi- 
vidual a  preference  over  the  rest  of  the  community,  and  not  be  a  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  law. 

This  opinion  was  reaffirmed  by  Attorney  General  Butler  on  July  21, 
1837,  in  which  he  expressly  ruled  that  citizens  can  not  acquire  a  right 
to  enter  lands  which  have  been  improperly  withheld  from  private  entry, 
after  the  close  of  a  public  sale,  at  which  they  were  offered  until  after 
notice  of  restoration.  The  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Butler  was 
cited  with  approval  by  Attorney  General  Crittenden  (3  Opin.,  653). 
The  same  principle  is  announced  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  Eldred  v.  Sexton  (19  Wall,  195) 
wherein  it  is  stated,  speaking  of  offering  lands  at  public  sale  before 
allowing  the  lands  to  be  subject  to  private  entry :  <^  It  is  to  secure  to 
all  persons  a  fair  and  equal  opportunity  of  purchasing  them  and  to  ob- 
tain for  the  government  the  benefit  of  competition,  in  case  the  lands 
should  be  worth  more  than  the  price  fixed  by  Congress." 

It  has  uniformly  been  held  that  where  lauds  have  been  covered  by 
entries  which  have  subsequently  been  canceled,  they  are  not  subject  to 
private  entry  until  notice  of  restoration  has  been  given.  See  Secretary 
Chandler's  decision  in  the  case  of  Jefferson  Newcomb  (2  C.  L.  O.,  162), 
and  also  Secretary  Schurz's  decision  in  the  case  of  S.  iN*.  Putnam  (2  C. 
L.  L.,  305). 

But  aside  from  the  effect  of  the  marking  above  referred  to,  the  rec- 
ords of  your  office  also  show  that  on  January  10, 1865,  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Chillicothe,  in  said  State,  were  advised  that  ^' in  the  pro- 
gress of  business  and  many  changes  of  incumbents,  it  has  undoubtedly 
often  happened  that  numerous  tracts  were  applied  for,  marked  as  dis- 
posed of,  and  under  this  impression  have  been  kept  out  of  the  market^ 
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and  consequently'  from  free  competition  ....  I  have  reached  the  con- 
clusion that  a  just  administration  of  the  land  affairs  requires  us  to  make 
a  critical  and  thorough  examination  whereby  to  seek  out  and  place  in 
list  form  e\evy  tract  undisposed  of  in  this  district,  and  thereafter  to 
have  due  publicity  of  the  same,  say  for  sixty  daj-s,  not  only  at  Chilli- 
cothe  but  at  the  capital  of  the  State.  To  this  end  you  will  without 
delay  prepare  such  a  list,  test  its  correctness  by  the  most  thorough  ex- 
amination, and  append  your  statement  thereto  that  it  contains  all  the 
lands  undisposed  of  in  your  district.  In  the  meantime  and  until  fur- 
ther orders  you  will  permit  no  entry  to  be  ma^e  of  any  tract,  and  will 
give  notice  accordingly.  This  is  not  to  operate  as  an  interdict  to  any 
bona  fide  pre-emption  or  homestead  settlement.*' 

The  lauds  applied  for  are  within  the  above  named  district  after  the 
consolidation  of  the  other  districts  with  it  in  said  State,  and  hence 
come  within  the  operation  of  the  order.  It  thus  appears  that,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  marking  upon  the  township  plat,  but  also  by  the  ex- 
press order  of  your  office,  the  lands  applied  for  are  not  subject  to  pri- 
vate cash  entry.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  decision  of  your  office 
is  not  contrary  to  law;  that  it  is  not  contrary  to,  but  is  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  and  precedents  of  this  Department,  and  that  it  is 
not  "  arbitrary  and  unwarranted,"  because  it  is  in  accordance  with  law 
and  the  practice  of  this  Department,  and  gives  the  correct  reason  for 
rejecting  said  application,  to  wit:  that  the  lands  applied  for  are  not 
subject  to  private  entry. 

The  decision  a))peal6d  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


mineral  patent—svit  to  vacate, 
The  Mountain  Maid. 

Suit  to  set  aside  a  patent  wiH  be  instituted  by  the  government  where  it,  tboagh  with- 
out interest,  is  under  obligation  to  protect  the  title  of  third  parties,  who  have  no 
remedy  except  through  such  intervention. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  the  Attorney  General,  August  3,  1886. 

In  view  of  your  communication  of  the  2d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Eeilly  for  the  institution  of  a  suit  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  to  set  aside  a  patent  issued  on  August  15, 1882,  to  For- 
dyce  Boper  f6r  the  Mountain  Msiid  Mining  claim,  upon  Tucson,  Ari- 
zona, Mineral  Entry  !N"o.  118,  I  have  reconsidered  my  opinion  of  April 
16  last,  heretofore  forwarded  to  you,  recommending  that  such  suit 
should  not  be  brought.  When  said  opinion  was  written,  it  was  my  im- 
pression that  the  location  recorded  November  10,  1880,  and  subse- 
quently to  the  issue  of  the  townsite  patent,  was  the  initiation  of  Roper's 
right  to  said  claim.    I  am  now  advised  that  the  facts  are  otherwise,  and 
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that  his  right  relates  back  to  the  original  location  of  February  25, 1879, 
thns  antedating  the  townsite  claim,  and  I  therefore  recede  from  my  said 
recommendation. 

Mr.  Beilly's  petition  is  founded  chiefly  upon  the  allegation  that  the 
land  embraced  in  the  Moantain  Maid  claim  is  not  valuable  for  miner- 
als, that  its  non-mineral  character  was  well  known  to  Eoper  at  date  of 
his  application  for  patent,  and  that  the  patent  was  issued  through  fraud 
on  his  part  and  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  of&cers  of  the  government. 
I  think  that  a  prima-facie  case  of  fraud  as  stated  is  made  out  in  the 
affidavits  accompanying  the  petition  ^  and,  as  to  the  alleged  mistake, 
the  records  of  the  Land  Department  show  that  patent  was  prematurely 
issued  while  there  was  pending  a  protest  against  it  by  one  J.  S.  Clark, 
claiming  ownership  and  occupancy  of  the  surface  of  the  claim,  and  de- 
claring that  the  land  was  valueless  for  minerals.  Both  the  law  and  the 
regulations  contemplated  that  full  inquiry  into  the  allegations  of  the 
protest  should  be  made  before  issue  of  patent. 

Mr.  Reilly  asks  the  intervention  of  the  United  States  in  bringing 
suit,  on  the  ground  that  he  is  an  occupant  of  the  land  under  the  patent 
issued  September  22,  1880,  to  the  townsite  of  Tombstone.  The  mining 
claim  is  wholly  within  said  townsite,  and,  although  the  townsite  patent 
antedates  the  mineral  patent,  he  affirms  that  the  courts  will  not  permit 
the  said  fraud  or  mistake  to  be  shown  in  collateral  proceedings,  since 
they  hold  that  the  issue  of  the  mineral  patent  is  conclusive  of  all  the 
facts  upon  the  existence  of  which  such  issue  lawfully  depends.  In  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  5th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  Smoke  House  Lode  (4 
L.  D.,  555),  I  stated  that  such  are  the  existing  judicial  rulings  ^  and  it 
follows  that  the  only  recourse  of  the  townsite  occupants,  in  such  cases, 
is  an  appeal  for  the  intervention  of  the  United  States  in  their  behalf, 
in  a  direct  suit  to  set  aside  the  patent. 

The  lands  in  question  are  covered  by  the  townsite  patent  if  in  fact 
they  are  not  mineral,  and  hence  the  United  States  are  without  the  pe- 
cuniary interest  in  the  result  of  such  a  suit,  which  was  adverted  to  as 
an  important  factor  in  Mullan  v.  United  States  (118  U.  S.,  271),  and  in 
United  States  v.  Minor  (114  U.  S.,  233).  It  would  seem  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  suit  should  not  be  brought  to  vacate  a  patent  for 
the  benefit  of  third  persons,  unless  the  United  States  are  under  obliga- 
tion to  protect  their  title  (Smoke  House  Lode,  supra).  In  this  case,  I 
think,  such  an  obligation  rests  on  the  government  in  respect  of  the 
titles  of  the  lot  occupants  under  the  townsite  patent,  heretofore  repre- 
sented by  the  protestani  Clark  and  now  by  the  petitioner  Reilly.  There 
was  no  neglect  on  their  part  to  advise  the  Land  Department  of  the  non- 
mineral  character  of  this  tract  while  the  mineral  application  was  pend- 
ing; the  Department  was  under  obligation  to  inquire  into  this  allega- 
tion before  issuing  patent,  and  had  it  done  so  presumably  patent  would 
not  have  issued;  and  it  is  now  under  obligation  to  ask  the  judiciary  to 
set  aside  the  patent,  which  in  fact  did  issue  by  reason  of  its  own  ueg- 
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lect  to  make  the  inquiry.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  suit  prayed 
for  by  Mr.  Eeilly  be  instituted — if  in  your  judgment,  on  further  consid- 
eration, it  is  deemed  advisable. 


private  entry— formal  limitation. 
John  B.  Jordan. 

A  private  cash  entry,  upon  one  certificate,  will  not  be  allowed  for  more  land  than  can 
be  described  by  sab- divisions  in  the  ordinary  form  of  cash  certificate  and  patent. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  August  5,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  John  E.  Jor- 
dan from  your  office  decisions  of  February  10,  March  18,  and  May  25, 
1885,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  refusing  to  allow  him 
to  make  private  cash  entry,  upon  one  certificate,  of  numerous  scattered 
tracts  of  land,  in  townships  30  K,  ranges  3,  4,  and  5  W.,  Olympia, 
Washington  Territory,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  11,590  acres. 

The  local  officers  assign  the  following  as  their  reason  for  rejecting 

said  application: 

We  refused  to  consider  the  same  until  it  was  presented  in  conformity 
to  the  requirements  of  your  circular  **0"  of  September  17,  1883,  in 
which  you  say : 

<<  You  will  take  care  that  no  more  land  shall  be  included  in  a  private 
cash  entry  than  can  be  described  by  sub-divisions  in  the  ordinary  form 
of  cash  certificate  and  patent.  The  sub-divisions  should  be  confined  to 
one  section  whenever  practicable,  to  lessen  the  chances  for  confusion  and 
error  in  posting." 

Said  cash  application  did  not  meet  these  requirements,  in  that  it  em- 
braced tracts  not  only  in  difterent  sections  but  in  different  townships 
and  ranges.  Furthermore,  a  portion  of  the  land  embraced  in  said  ap- 
plication is  not  subject  to  private  entry. 

Upon  your  office  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  Jordan  ap- 
peals to  the  Department,  upon  the  ground  that  the  limitation  contained 
in  said  circular  of  your  office  (September  17,  1883,)  is  clearly  in  conflict 
with  Sec.  2354  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  provides  that — 

All  public  lands,  when  offered  at  private  sale,  may  be  purchased,  at 
the  option  of  the  purchaser^  in  entire  sections,  half- sections,  quarter- 
sections,  half-quarter  sections,  or  quarter-quarter  sections. 

1  can  not  see  that  there  is  any  conflict  between  the  regulation  of  your 
said  office  circular  above  quoted  and  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  there- 
fore affirm  the  decision  appealed  from. 
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swamp  lands—effect  of  certifications-contests. 

State  of  Oregon. 

CoDteste  callioK  in  question  the  character  of  lands  certified  to  the  State  will  not  be 
allowed,  except  where  it  is  duly  shown  that  the  certification  was  the  result  of 
fraud  or  mistake  such  as  would  warrant  the  vacation  of  a  patent  based  thereon, 
or  where  priority  of  right  is  claimed. 

The  scheme  of  adjustment  lies  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  he  may  vary  the  same,  if  he  deems  best,  where  the  status  of  the  lands  is  yet 
undetermined. 

There  is  no  statutory  authority  for  contests  against  swamp  selections,  but  the  Secre- 
tary, prior  to  certification,  may  allow  the  same  in  aid  of  the  duty  devolving  upon 
him  in  the  adjustment  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  August  7, 1886. 

On  October  10,  1885,  the  Hon.  Z.  F.  Moody,  governor  of  the  State  of 
.Oregon,  filed  in  the  Department  a  petition,  requesting  that  all  hearings 
before  the  register  and  receiver  to  determine  the  character  of  any  lands 
heretofore  selected  by  the  State  of  Oregon  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  be  discontinued,  and  that  all  cases  now  before  the  register  and 
receiver  be  suspended  until  further  instructed  by  your  office. 

This  application  covers  two  classes  of  lands:  (1)  Those  in  which  the 
character  of  the  land  has  been  determined  by  a  joint  commission  of 
special  agents  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Oregon  respectively,  and  whose  examination  and  report  has  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Department;  and  (2)  Those  lands  selected  by  the 
State  of  Oregon  as  swamp  lands,  the  character  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
determined. 

It  is  claimed  by  Governor  Moody,  that  the  Department  and  the  State 
having  agreed  upon  a  special  agency  or  means  to  be  employed  in  de- 
termining the  character  of  such  lands,  the  Department  is  now  estopped 
from  employing  any  other  agency  for  determining  the  character  of  said 
land. 

Ou  Jane  30, 1880,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office  ap- 
pointed B.  V.  Ankeny  special  agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  make  an  examination  in  the  field  of  all  lands  claimed  by  thf3  State  as 
swamp  land,  the  character  of  which  had  not  prior  thereto  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Department.  He  was  directed  to  cooperate  with  an  agent 
to  be  appointed  by  the  State,  to  agree  upon  a  plan  of  operation  and  to 
obtain  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  land  by  examination  in 
the  field,  and  taking  of  testimony,  and  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  tracts, 
accompanied  with  a  record  of  the  testimony  touching  the  character  of 
the  land. 

On  September  25, 1882,  the  Oommissloner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
advised  the  local  officers  at  Lake  view,  Oregon,  that  by  a  recent  examina- 
tion of  land  in  their  district,  claimed  by  the  State  as  swamp  land,  said 
agents  acting  conjointly  reported  certain  tracts  of  land  (designating 
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them)  as  not  being  either  swamp  or  overflowed,  and  the  claim  of  the 
State  to  said  lands  was  rejected.  Thereafter,  on  the  2dth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1882,  he  made  similar  decision  upon  the  report  of  said  agents,  re- 
jecting other  tracts  for  the  same  reason.  The  amoant  of  land  thas  re- 
jected was  about  48,000  acres. 

From  these  decisions  the  State  appealed,  alleging  as  error,  that  the 
lands  were  so  reported  by  said  agents  without  taking  testimony  as  to 
their  character,  as  provided  for  by  the  original  agreement,  and  that 
said  decisions  were  based  solely  upon  the  report  of  said  agents,  sup- 
ported by  their  joint  affidavit.  On  January  24,  1885,*  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  decided  adversely  to  the  State  and  refused  to  allow  a  re- 
examination of  said  lands. 

By  reference  to  this  decision  it  will  be  seen  that,  under  the  instruc- 
tions to  Ankeuy  of  June  30,  1880,  he  was  directed,  besides  making  a 
personal  examination  in  the  field,  to  take  testimony  as  to  the  character 
of  the  land,  and  to  transmit  to  your  office  a  list  of  such  tracts  as  the  two 
agreed  upon,  accompanied  by  testimony  as  to  the  character  of  each  tract, 
and  in  case  of  disagreement  to  report  his  own  opinion  accompanied  by 
like  testimony. 

On  September  1,  1880,  Ankeny  was  instracted  that  the  taking  of 
testimony  would  require  more  labor,  time  and  expense  than  was  con- 
templated when  his  instructions  were  issued,  and  that  they  (the  agents) 
should  jointly  examine  the  lands  claimed  by  the  State ;  make  out  a  list 
of  such  as  were  found  to  be  swampy,  and  attach  their  affidavits  thereto 
setting  forth  such  facts. 

This  modification  of  the  original  instructions  was  accepted  by  the 
State,  and  acting  under  them  said  agents  reported  to  your  office  a  large 
number  of  tracts,  some  as  swamp  and  inuring  to  the  State,  and  others 
as  dry  and  not  subject  to  the  claim  of  the  State  under  its  grant.  It  was 
upon  this  report  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  re- 
jected the  claim  of  the  State  to  such  lands  as  were  reported  not  swamp 
and  overflowed,  which  was  affirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on 
appeal,  holding  that  the  State  having  acted  under  the  modified  plan, 
that  it  was  competent  for  your  office  to  adjudicate  the  character  of  the 
land  upon  the  report  of  the  agent,  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  that 
the  State  is  estopped  from  re-opening  the  ca49e,  and  of  submitting  testi- 
mony touching  the  character  of  the  land,  as  provided  for  by  the  original 
agreement. 

To  this  decision  the  State  of  Oregon  filed  a  motion  for  review,  which, 
on  March  3, 1885,  was  refused  and  the  former  decision  affirmed.  After- 
wards a  second  motion  for  reconsideration  of  said  decision  was  filed  by 
the  State,  and  on  June  19, 1885,  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  holding  that 
<^  the  final  decision  of  the  head  of  a  department  is  binding  on  his  suc- 
cessor," refused  to  disturb  it. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  said  agents  reported  the  4S000  acres  of  land 

*3  L.  D.,  334  and  440. 
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as  not  swamp  and  overflowed,  they  also  reported  a  large  tract  of  land 
as  swamp  and  overflowed  which  was  so  certified  by  the  Commissioner 
as  inuring  to  the  State  under  the  swamp  land  grant,  which  was  approved 
for  patent  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  September  16, 1882.  These 
lands  are  reported  in  what  is  known  as  list  "No,  5.  On  some  of  these 
lands  it  is  alleged  that  parties  have  settled  and  purchased  or  have  con- 
tracted to  purchase  them  from  the  State.  It  is  also  alleged  that  contests 
have  been  filed  by  certain  parties,  denying  that  the  lauds  so  reported 
are  in  fact  swamp  lands,  and  asserting  that  they  are  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  which  its  citizens  have  a  right  to  enter.  Upon  the  filing 
of  such  contests,  you  ordered  hearings  before  the  register  and  receiver 
to  determine  this  questiou,  and  this  is  one  of  the  classes  of  lands  referred 
to  in  the  letter  of  Governor  Moody,  in  which  he  requests  that  all  hear- 
ings before  the  register  and  receiver  to  determine  the  character  of  such 
lands  may  be  discontinued. 

The  question  as  to  the  character  of  these  lands  has  been  fully  abju- 
dicated upon  the  report  of  the  special  commission  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  As  to  the  lands  reported  as  not  swamp  and  overflowed,  it 
has  been  decided  by  the  Department  that  the  State  is  estopped  from 
further  examination  of  said  lands  and  can  not  now  be  heard  to  show  that 
such  lands  are  swamp  and  overflowed ;  and  that  the  government  and  all 
other  parties  are  equally  estopped  from  investigation  of  the  character 
of  the  lands  reported  by  said  commission  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  and 
which  have  been  approved  and  certified  as  lands  inuring  to  the  State 
under  the  swamp  land  grant,  unless  fraud  or  mistake  be  shown. 

In  passing  upon  this  question,  Secretary  Thompson,  in  1857,  said: 

"The  approval  and  certification  of  my  predecessor  are  the  completion 
of  a  duty  in  regard  to  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  imposed  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  said  act  of  September  28, 1850,  and  his 
act  cannot  now  be  properly  reviewed  or  recalled.  The  State  authori- 
ties have  a  right  to  call  for  a  patent  or  patents  to  certified  lists,  unless 
fraud  or  mistake  has  been  discovered."    1  Lester,  557. 

Again  the  same  Secretary  held : 

"When  a  tract  has  been  selected,  and  has  been  approved  and  certi- 
fied as  a  swamp  tract  *  *  *  the  fact  of  the  land  being  of  a  swampy 
description  must  be  regarded  by  us  as  affirmatively  determined,  and 
not  to  be  drawn  in  question  or  subject  to  a  different  adjudication." 

This  has  been  the  uniform  ruling  of  the  Department.  Therefore  an 
application  for  contest,  which  merely  alleges  that  lands  certified  and 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
are  not  such  in  fact,  but  dry  and  fit  for  cultivation  without  artificial 
drainage,  should  not  be  received,  and  no  hearing  should  be  ordered 
thereon,  although  the  land  in  fact  may  be  of  the  character  described 
in  the  affidavit;  because  the  approval  and  certification  of  the  list  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  affirmatively  determined  that  fact,  and 
that  judgment  can  not  be  drawn  in  question  or  subject  to  a  different 
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adjudication  by  merely  showing  that  the  Secretary  committed  an  error 
in  hiu  finding. 

Huch  approval  and  certification,  however,  will  not  conclude  the  gov- 
ernment, if  it  be  shown  that  it  was  obtained  by  fraud  or  mistake.  If 
after  such  approval  and  certification  of  the  list  it  is  discovered  that 
lands  have  been  reported  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  which  in  fact  were 
not  of  that  character,  and  that  such  lands  were  so  reported  through 
the  false  and  fraudulent  acts  and  misrepresentations  of  either  the  gov- 
ernment agent  or  others  charged  with  the  investigation  of  the  character 
of  such  lands,  and  upon  whose  decision  and  report  the  approval  and 
certification  was  obtained,  such  approval  and  certification  may  upon 
iproof  of  such  facts  be  reviewed  and  recalled.  "  Fraud  vitiates  the  most 
important  judicial  acts  when  found  to  exist  in  them,  and  renders  them 
void  upon  discovery  before  the  proper  tribunal."  De  Liouis  t?.  Meek,  60 
Am.  Dec,  512,  and  notes  to  decision. 

So  in  like  manner  a  final  decision  of  the  Secretary  may  be  reviewed 
and  revoked,  upon  the  ground  of  mistake :  not  mere  error  of  judgment, 
but  that  character  of  mistake  which  would  afford  a  ground  of  relief  in 
a  court  of  equity.  The  courts  have  no  jurisdiction  over  public  lauds 
until  after  the  issuance  of  patent.  Hence,  before  the  issuance  of  patent, 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  is  the  only  tribunal  having  jurisdiction 
to  review  the  decision  of  a  former  Secretary,  or  to  revoke  or  recall  its 
own  decision,  when  obtained  b^'  fraud  or  mistake.  But  the  ground  upon 
which  such  decision  may  be  reviewed  and  revoked  is  the  same  that 
would  be  required  in  a  court  to  set  aside  a  patent  obtained  by  fraud  or 
mistake. 

You  will  therefore  dismiss  all  applications  for  contest,  and  hearings 
ordered  thereon  to  determine  the  character  of  the  lands  heretofore  ap- 
proved and  certified  to  the  State  as  swamp  and  overflowed — unless  in 
such  applications  it  is  charged  that  the  decision  was  procured  by  fraud 
or  mistake,  or  the  contestant  amends  his  affidavit  within  thirty  days 
after  notice  alleging  that  said  decision  was  procured  by  fraud  or  mis- 
take, setting  forth  specifically  the  facts  upon  which  such  allegation  is 
based.  However,  if  the  contestant  alleges  priority  of  right  under  any 
of  the  public  land  laws  of  the  United  States,  acquired  prior  to  approval 
of  and  certification  of  the  list,  he  may  then  be  allowed  to  contest  with- 
out alleging  fraud  in  the  piocurement  of  said  decision,  he  not  being 
concluded  by  the  decision  to  which  he  was  not  a  party. 

This  disposes  of  all  lands  that  have  been  heretofore  examined,  and 
reported  by  the  special  agents,  and  passed  upon  by  the  land  office. 

After  the  decision  of  June  19,  1885,  Charles  Shackleford  was,  by  let- 
ter from  your  office  of  August  11,  1885,  assigned  to  the  duty  of  exam- 
ining in  the  field  other  lands  claimed  by  the  State  of  Oregon  under  the 
swamp  grant,  which  have  not  been  reported.  This  appointment,  it  is 
presumed,  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  investigation 
commenced  by  Special  Agent  Ankeny.    He  was  instructed  specifically 
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as  to  the  character  of  the  land  that  passed  by  the  grant,  and  was  ad- 
vised that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  adjustment  of  the  State's  claim, 
that  it  had  been  agreed  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Oregon  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  lands  claimed  by  the  State  shall  be 
examined  in  the  field  by  the  agents  of  the  respective  parties.  A  list 
of  the  lands  to  be  examined  was  furnished  him,  and  he  was  instructed 
to  make  a  careful  examination  of  each  tract,  and  to  secure  evidence 
touching  th^  character  of  the  same  in  1860  and  prior  thereto.  He  was 
further  required  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  tracts  upon  which  himself 
and  the  State's  agent  agreed,  separating  the  swamp  lands  from  those 
found  to  be  dry;  to  attach  their  joint  affidavit  touching  the  character 
of  the  land,  to  each  list,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  your  office,  with 
his  report  and  book  of  notes  in  the  field.  Since  the  issuing  of  these 
instructions,  contests  have  been  filed  by  various  parties,  alleging  that 
certain  tracts  selected  by  the  State  as  swamp  land  are  not  of  the  char- 
acter contemplated  by  the  act,  and  hearings  have  been  ordered  before 
the  register  and  receiver  to  determine  the  character  of  said  lands. 

By  letter  of  November  7, 1886,  to  this  Department,  you  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  such  hearings  are  ordered  upon  allegations  filed  under 
oath  that  the  lands  are  not  of  the  character  granted,  and  are  not  swamp 
lands  in  fact,  but  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  which  citizens  have 
a  right  to  enter  under  the  public  land  laws.  You  treat  these  applica- 
tions of  contest  as  an  absolute  right,  under  the  Bules  of  Practice,  in 
any  person  to  contest  any  claim,  and  that  the  rules  make  no  exception 
in  favor  of  swamp  claims. 

The  act  makes  no  provision  for  the  contest  of  the  right  of  the  State 
to  lands  selected  under  the  swamp  land  grant,  and  if  contest  are  al- 
lowed by  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department,  it  is  simply  in  fur- 
therance and  aid  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior to  determine  the  character  of  such  lands,  and  not  from  any  ab- 
solute right  given  by  law. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  determine  what  lands 
are  of  the  description  granted  by  the  act,  and  his  office  is  made  the 
tribunal  whose  decision  on  that  subject  is  to  control.  While  the  Depart- 
ment has  adopted  general  methods  for  designating  such  lands,  the 
Secretary  is  not  restricted  to  any  plan,  but  may  adopt  and  employ  such 
agencies  as  may  in  his  judgment  satisfactorily  determine  what  lauds  are 
of  the  chai*acter  granted  by  the  act.  It  is  immaterial  what  means  are 
employed,  the  essential  object  being  the  ascertainment  of  the  character 
of  the  land.  Therefore  I  do  not  concur  in  the  view  advanced  by  Grov- 
ernor  Moody,  that  the  Department  having  adopted  one  plan  is  estopped 
from  employing  any  other  agency  to  determine  the  character  of  lands 
which  have  not  been  ascertained  by  such  adopted  plan.  While  this 
plan  may  still  be  enforced,  the  Department  is  not  estopped  from  per- 
mitting contests  in  e^onjunction  with  it,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secre- 


^ 


36  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

tary,  the  tnie  character  of  the  land  may  by  sach  contest  be  best  de- 
termined. 

The  plan  adopted  by  the  Department  and  agreed  to  by  the  State 
seems  to  be  a  safe  and  practical  plan  of  adjusting  the  grant  to  this 
State  and  of  determining  the  true  character  of  the  land  selected.  Under 
the  instructions  to  the  special  agent,  he  is  empowered  to  take  testimony 
as  to  the  character  of  each  particular  tract  and  to  make  to  your  office  a 
full  report  of  such  testimony.  In  this  respect  his  investigation  may  be 
as  full  and  complete  as  may  be  had  in  a  hearing  before  the  register  and 
receiver,  besides  having  the  advantage  of  a  personal  examination  in  the 
field. 

While  under  this  plan  the  great  mass  of  land  claimed  by  the  State 
may  be  safely  adjusted,  I  can  not  pass  by  with  indifference  the  charges 
openly  made  that  a  large  amount  of  lands  claimed  as  swamp  in  this 
State  have  been  procured  by  affidavits  of  irresponsible  persons,  and 
that  much  of  it  is  more  of  the  character  of  desert  than  swamp,  and  that 
bona  fide  settlers  have  been  thereby  prevented  from  obtaining  legal 
subdivisions  of  lauds,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  fit  for  cultivation 
without  artificial  drainage. 

I  do  not  know  whether  these  charges  are  true  or  false,  but  being 
brought  to  my  attention,  a  judicious  administration  of  this  subject 
would  require  that  every  means  should  be  adopted  whereby  the  truth, 
may  be  obtained  and  the  true  character  of  these  lands  determined.  If 
the  lands  were  swamp  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  the  State  is  entitled  to 
them,  and  her  right  to  them  should  be  determined  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble. If  they  are  not  swamp,  the  settler  should  not  be  deprived  of  his 
right  to  enter  them.  The  truth  can  harm  no  one,  although  the  incon- 
venience or  discomfiture  of  parties  may  be  involved  in  arriving  at  it. 

I  therefore  direct  that  you  will  instruct  the  special  agent  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  proceed  as  early  as  practicable  to  make  a  careful  and  com- 
plete investigation  of  such  lands,  strictly  observing  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  letter  of  August  11, 1885,  and  make  report  of  the 
same  to  your  office,  with  a  view  to  have  such  lands  as  are  by  them  re- 
ported swamp  and  overflowed  approved  and  certified  for  patent;  but 
if  before  such  approval  and  certification  any  person  files  a  contest  under 
existing  regulations  of  the  Department,  you  will  order  a  hearing  to  de- 
termine the  character  of  any  legal  subdivision  upon  which  such  contest 
is  filed. 
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swamp  land— effect  of  certification, 
State  op  California  v.  Fleming  et  al. 

After  dne  investigation  and  adjudication  under  the  fifth  clause  of  section  2488^  R.  S., 
the  lands  were  certified  to  the  State,  and  the  character  of  the  same  may  not 
now  he  called  in  question  on  the  mere  allegation  that  they  were  in  fact  not  of 
the  character  granted. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  August  7, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  State  of  Calilbrnia  from  yoar 
decision  of  November  19, 1885,  modifying  the  decision  of  the  register 
and  receiver  at  Stockton,  California,  rejecting  the  application  of  the 
following  parties  to  make  preemption  and  homestead  filings  for  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  in  Township  3  N.,  Hange  7  E.,  Stockton,  California, 
viz:  Julins  A.  Fleming,  pre-emption,  SE.  ^,  sec.  23. 

The  register  and  receiver  rejected  these  applications,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  lands  applied  for  had  been  listed  to  the  State  of  California  as 
swamp  lands,  from  which  decision  applicants  filed  separate  appeals, 
alleging  that  said  lands  had  not  been  surveyed,  segregated  and  listed 
by  the  surveyor-general  as  swamp  lands,  and  that  the  lands  were  within 
an  asserted  Mexican  grant. 

You  modified  this  decision,  holding  that,  although  the  land  had  been 
approved  and  certified  to  the  State  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
yet  as  patent  had  not  been  issued  to  the  State  under  its  grant,  that  the 
party  applying  to  enter  should  have  been  advised  of  his  right  of  contest, 
and  his  application  to  enter  should  be  suspended  and  placed  on  file  to 
await  snch  action  as  may  be  taken  to  test  the  right  of  the  State  to  said 
land,  under  the  swamp  land  grant. 

From  this  decision  the  State  of  California,  in  behalf  of  her  grantees, 
to  wit,  J.  H.  Cole,  Heath  &  Boody,  C.  H.  Wakefield,  C.  A.  Merrill,  John 
Bunch,  G.  I.  Leffler,  B.  F.  Pope,  J.  J.  Pope,  appealed. 

These  lands  are  embraced  in  list  No.  1,  which  was  approved  and  certi- 
fied to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  California,  December  12, 1866,  and 
with  other  selections  were  the  subject  of  investigation  by  the  United 
States  surveyor  general  for  the  State  of  California,  upon  whose  report 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  by  letter  of  February  11, 
1871,  decided  that  said  lands  having  been  fully  disposed  of  were  no 
longer  within  the  control  of  the  Genei^al  Land  Office.  Then,  naming 
the  lands  now  in  controversy,  he  says:  "The  records  of  this  office  show 
that  (these  lands)  have  been  approved  as  swamp  lands,  but  suspended 
CD  account  of  the  supposed  interference  of  a  private  grant  since  de- 
clared invalid.  They  will  thetefore  be  carried  into  patent  as  swamp 
lands." 

This  ruling  was  concurred  in  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  October 
16, 1872,  and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner,  deciding  that  patent 
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should  issue  for  said  lands,  was  affirmed,  thereby  renioviug  from  the 
Department  all  further  control  over  the  lands  in  controversy,  unless 
said  decision  was  procured  by  fraud  or  mistake. 

The  lands  in  controversy  were  returned  by  the  surveyor  general  as 
"  lands  subject  to  periodical  overflow,''  and  hence  were  not  subject  to 
certification  to  the  State  by  virtue  of  the  return  of  the  surveyor  general. 
The  State  of  California  claimed  said  lands  a«  swamp  and  overflowed,  and 
under  the  fifth  clause  of  section  2488  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  a  full  and 
complete  investigation  of  the  character  of  these  lands  was  made  by  the 
surveyor  general,  who  reported,  while  scarcely  any  of  them  could  be 
classed  strictly  as  swamp  lands,  yet  their  condition  at  that  date  was 
the  result  of  artificial  improvements,  and  in  regard  to  the  practical  cul- 
tivation of  staple  crops  the  preponderance  of  testimony  showed  that 
no  proper  guarantee  of  security  against  floods  could  be  had  in  a  ma- 
jority of  seasons  without  artificial  improvement,  and  consequently  no 
hope  of  profitable  cultivation  in  the  long  run.  For  this  reason  he  de- 
.  termined  that  the  claim  of  the  State  was  valid  and  should  be  allowed. 

As  the  character  of  these  lands  was  directly  put  in  issue  in  the  in- 
vestigation before  the  surveyor  general,  and  upon  his  finding  they 
having  been  approved  and  certified  tx)  the  State,  these  applicants  should 
not  now  be  allowed  to  raise  the  same  question — especially  after  a  lapse 
of  twenty  years,  when  it  may  be  safely  presumed  that  the  present  oc- 
cupants have  now  fully  reclaimed  said  land. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


riort  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  june  3,  1878. 

Heibs  of  William  Feiend. 

The  right  to  receive  title  uuder  thiH  act  accrues  whea  the  proper  proof  is  furnished 

and  the  money  paid. 
Where  an  applicant  had  made  proof  and  tendered  the  purchase  .money,  but  died  prior 

to  the  allowance  of  his  entry,  it.  is  held  that  his  heirs  may  complete  the  purchase. 

/Secretary  Lamar  to  CoinmisHxoner  Spark^^  August  7,  1886. 

December  16,  1882,  William  Friend  made  application,  under  the  act 
of  June  3,  1878  (20  Stat.,  89),  to  purchase  Lots  6  and  7,  and  the  B.  J  of 
SW.  J  of  Sec.  6,  T.  2  K,  R.  2  E.,  Humboldt,  California.  He  published 
the  usual  notices,  furnished  all  the  proofs  required  by  the  statute,  and 
tendered  the  purchase  money  for  the  laud  applied  for;  but  was  refused 
because  of  the  adverse  claim  of  one  Jacob  Showers,  Jr. 

By  decision  of  this  Department,  dated  November  24,  1884,  (3  L.  D., 
210),  the  claim  of  Showers  was  rejected  as  invalid,  and  the  land  was 
awarded  to  Friend.  Prior  to  said  decision,  however,  to  wit:  April  14, 
1884,  Friend  died.  March  6, 1885,  his  heirs  made  payment  for  the  land 
($417.23)  and  the  entry  was  allowed  by  the  local  office  in  their  name. 
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Your  office,  however,  by  decision  of  May  27,  1885,  beld  said  entry 
for  cancellation,  on  the  ground  that — 

"The  right  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  is  confined  to 
the  party  who  makes  the  sworn  statement.  Such  right  can  not  sur- 
vive the  death  of  the  claimant." 

The  casi)  is  now  here  on  appeal  from  said  decision  of  your  office. 
Under  the  timber  land  act  the  right  of  the  applicant  to  a  patent  be- 
comes complete -and  vested  when  he  shall  have  furnished  the  proofs 
required  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  act,  and  shall  have  paid  the 
purchase  money.     Under  the  general  law — 

"The  right  to  a  patent  once  vested  is  treated  by  the  government, 
when  dealing  with  tlie  public  lands,  as  equivalent  to  a  patent  issued. 
When,  in  fact,  the  patent  does  issue,  it  relates  back  to  the  inception  of 
the  right  of  the  patentee,  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary,  to  cut  off  in- 
tervening claimants."     Stark  v.  Starrs  (6  Wall.,  402). 

And  further — 

"The  rule  is  well  settled  by  a  long  course  of  decisions,  that  when 
public  lands  have  been  surveyed  and  placed  in  the  market,  or  other- 
wise opened  to  private  acquisition,  a  person  who  complies  with  all  the 
requisites  necessary  to  entitle  him  to  a  patent  in  a  particular  lot  or 
tract  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  equitable  owner  thereof,  and  the  land  is 
no  longer  open  to  location.  The  public  faith  has  become  pledged  to 
him,  and  any  subsequent  grant  of  the  same  land  to  another  party  is 
void,  unless  the  first  location  or  entry  be  vacated  and  set  aside."  Wirth 
V.  Branson  {96  U.  8.,  118.) 

Now,  in  the  case  under  consideration,  the  money  was  not  actually 
paid  and  the  entry  was  not  actually  made  prior  to  the  death  of  the 
original  claimant.  But  he  had  done  all  that  he  was  required  to  do 
under  the  law.  He  had  tendered  his  money,  and  the  only  reason  why 
it  was  not  received  and  his  entry  then  allowed  was  because  of  the  in- 
valid adverse  claim  of  Showers.  As  before  stated,  my  immediate  pre- 
decesisor  rejected  this  claim  of  Showers  for  invalidity,  and  directed  that 
Friend's  application  should  stand.  In  other  words,  his  right  was  held 
to  have  attached  at  the  dat«  of  his  said  application.  This  right,  as 
above  shown,  was  a  right  to  a  patent  if  the  money  had  been  paid. 
That  it  was  tendered  is,  so  far  as  the  applicant's  rights  are  concerned, 
equivalent  to  the  actual  payment  of  the  same.  His  right  was,  there- 
fore, not  merely  2k  personal  right,  but  was,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
inheritable  property. 

I  therefore  reverse  the  decision  appealed  from. 
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practice— withdrawal  of  contestant, 
Taylor  v.  Huffman. 

Thou^li  the  contestant  may  withdraw  from  a  case  pending  on  appeal  before  the  De- 
partment, such  withdrawal  will  not  prevent  action  on  the  evidence  snbmitted. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  August  7,  1886. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Taylor  v,  Thomas  M.  Huffman,  involving  the 
latter's  timberculture  entry  No.  220J,  of  the  SE.  J  of  Cec.  24,  T.  23  S., 
B.  33  W.,  Garden  City,  Kansas,  an  appeal  hivs  been  filed  by  Huffman 
from  your  adverse  decision  of  June  20,  1885. 

The  record  shows  said  entry  to  have  been  made  August  12, 1878 ;  and 
contest  to  have  been  initiated  against  the  same  February  7  (not  Feb- 
ruary 4),  1884,  on  the  general  charge  of  failure  to  comply  with  the  law? 
no  trees  growing,  and  abandonment.  The  trial  was  had  March  25,  and 
the  decision  of  the  local  office  in  favor  of  the  contestant  is  dated  May 
20, 1884.  You  held  the  entry  for  cancellation  on  the  ground  that  the 
evidence  showed  no  planting  of  any  seeds,  nuts  or  cuttings,  save  Osage 
Orange,  you  considering  that  not  timber  within  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

It  is  shown  by  the  evidence  that  in  1880  there  was  some  breaking 
done  upon  the  claim ;  that  in  1881  five  pcres  were  cultivated  to  rice 
<H)rn,  and  five  acres  were  planted  in  box  elder  and  maple  seeds,  which 
failed  to  grow ;  that  in  August  1882  about  ten  acres  were  planted  iu 
Osage  Orange  seeds,  this  planting  being  done  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
manner,  by  opening  a  furrow  with  a  plow,  and  then  sticking  the  seeds 
in  the  side  of  the  bank  with  the  fingers,  and  as  a  matter  of  course  noth- 
ing ever  came  of  such  work ;  and  that  in  April  and  May,  1883,  the  same 
ten  acres  or  thereabouts  were  planted  in  Osage  Orange  plants,  three 
feet  eight  inches  by  four  feet  apart.  It  also  appears  that  these,  too, 
failed  to  grow.  So  that  at  date  of  contest,  about  five  and  a  half  years 
after  entry,  the  tract  was  practically  in  the  same  condition  as  when  en- 
tered. In  other  words,  the  contestant  has  made  out  his  case,  unless  it  be 
48hown  satisfactorily  that  the  evident  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  was 
no  fault  of  the  entryman.  What  is  his  showing  in  this  respect  ?  Simply 
that  there  was  some  planting  done  for  three  years,  and  some  little  stir- 
ring of  the  ground  every  year  since  the  date  ot  entry.  This  is  not  suf- 
ficient of  itself.  He  should  have  shown  that  this  breaking  and  culti- 
vatiug  was  done  in  a  proper  manner  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year, 
and  that  the  planting  was  also  done  in  that  manner.  Tbis  is  not  shown, 
but  rather  the  contrary.  In  fact  the  whole  case  bears  evidence  of  tri- 
fling with  the  law,  and  of  attempting  to  secure  a  tree  claim  with  a  very 
unsatisfactory  showing.    See  Oaviuess  v,  Harrah  (4  L.  D.,  174). 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  the  entry  should  be  canceled,  and 
to  that  extent  I  affirm  your  decision. 

Since  your  decision  was  rendered,  there  has  been  filed  with  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  the  formal  withdrawal  of  his  contest  by  the  contestant 
Taylor.    This  Department  sees  no  objection  to  his  withdrawing  from 
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the  case  if  he  so  elect,  and  his  withdrawal  is  therefore  accepted.  But 
in  all  cases  of  this  kind  the  government  is  a  party  in  interest  and  will 
endeiivor  to  see  that  the  law  is  not  trifled  with.  The  withdrawal  of  his 
contest  will  not,  therefore,  prevent  the  government  from  making  use  of 
the  evidence  furnished  by  him  against  this  entry. 


PRACTICE—NOTICE  AFTER  CONTINUANCE, 

Corey  t\  Hunt. 

Through  contiDnanceH  granted  on  the  application  of  both  parties  the  hearing  did  not 
occur  until  sixty  days  after  service  of  notice  had  been  perfected,  and  such  notice 
was  accordingly  held  sufficient. 

Acting  Secretary  Mvldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  Avgvst  7,  1886. 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  James  Corey  v.  Walter  D.  Hunt,  on 
appeal  by  the  latter  from  youroflice  decision  of  May  9, 1885,  holding  for 
cancellation  his  homestead  entry  No.  22,145,  for  the  SW.  ^  of  Sec.  1,  T. 
103  N.,  R.  63  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota. 

Claimant  alleges  error  in  the  action  of  the  local  office  and  your  office, 
insisting  that  the  notice  of  hearing  was  insufficient.  On  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  record  I  am  convinced  that  whatever  insufficiency  may 
haveoriginaily  existed  in  the  service  of  the  notice  was  cured.  It  appears 
that  plaintiff  in  his  original  contest  affidavit,  dated  April  3, 1883,  alleged 
simply  "  that  the  present  address  of  said  Walter  T.  Hunt  is  unknown 
to  this  deponent,  and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  had  upon  him." 
On  the  14th  of  June  ensuing  this  affidavit  was  amended  by  stating  that 
con  testant  had '<  made  diligent  search  for  said  claimant.  .  .  .  and  dili- 
gent inquiry  among  the  neighbors  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  land, 
and  that  he  has  been  unable  to  learn  the  whereabouts  or  residence  of 
said  claimant .  .  .  .  wherefore  deponent  asks  that  said  case  may  be  con- 
tinned  for  the  perfection  of  service."  The  case  was  accordingly  con- 
tinned  from  June  14  to  July  25,  same  year.  On  the  23d  of  July,  per- 
sonal service  was  made  upon  said  claimant.  Two  days  previously,  how- 
ever— to  wit,  on  the  2l8t  of  July — the  claimant  had  asked  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  hearing  for  sixty  days  in  order  to  enable  him  to  obtain 
certain  witnesses  whose  evidence  he  claimed  to  be  essential:  and  the 
case  was  cont  inued  to  September  25.  Having  obtained  this  continuance, 
claimant  objected  to  the  sufficiency  of  service,  "  for  the  reason  that  he 
was  a  resident  of  Aurora  county,  Dakota  Territory,  and  that  personal 
service  could  have  been  made  upon  him  ;  but  inasmuch  as  service  of 
notice  wa8  made  by  publication  the  contest  should  be  dismissed." 

From  this  it  appears  that  both  service  by  publication  and  actual  per- 
sonal service  had  been  made  upon  defendant  more  than  sixty  days  be- 
fore the  hearing  was  had.  Such  notice  was  sufficient,  and  I  have  there- 
fore decided  the  case  upon  its  merits. 

Your  office  decision  is  hereby  affirmed. 
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pre-emption— married  woman. 
Porter  v.  Maxfield. 

The  right  of  a  deserted  wife  to  make  entry  teste  in  the  statutory  privilege  accorded 
to  the  "head  of  a  family"  ;  hnt  the  fact  of  desertion  must  he  affirmatively  shown 
before  the  right  of  entry  accrues. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  August  10,  1886. 

I  have  before  mo  the  case  of  William  G.  Porter  v.  Mary  A.  Maxfield, 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  Porter  from  the  decision  of  your  office 
rendered  January  6,  1885. 

This  case  involves  the  NE.  J  of  the  SW.  i  and  Lots  2,  3  and  4  of  Sec* 
33,  T.  154  N.,  K.  43  W.,  Crookston,  Minnesota,  which  was  covered  by 
the  pre-emption  filing  of  Georf:e  Maxfield  made  December  28, 1880,  upon 
which  he  made  final  proof  and  payment,  and  received  certificate  there- 
for November  15,  1881.  This  entry  was  canceled  by  decision  of  your 
office  August  14,  1883,  in  an  ex  parte  proceeding,  wherein  it  was  found 
that  the  entry  man  was  not  a  qualified  pre  emptor,  he  not  having  filed 
his  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  ;  and  by  the  same  de- 
cision Mary  A.  Maxfield,  wife  of  George  Maxfield,  was  allowed  to  file 
for  said  land,  '^  It  being  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  claimant  since  the 
date  of  entry  had  deserted  his  wife  and  family,  and  that  the  latter  have 
continuously  resided  upon  the  tract  from  date  of  the  original  settle- 
ment." 

Mrs.  Maxfield  accordingly  filed  declaratory  statement  August  27, 
1883. 

William  G.  Porter  on  October  24, 1883,  made  homestead  entry  of  the 
tracts  involved  herein. 

February  13, 1884,  Mrs.  Maxfield  gave  notice  of  her  intention  to  make 
final  proof  and  payment  on  March  23, 1884,  and  thereupon  Porter  ap- 
peared and  entered  protest,  alleging  in  substance  that  Mrs.  Maxfield 
was  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor  in  that  she  was  not  in  fa(*.t  a  ^^  deserted 
wife;''  that  she  had  entered  into  a  collusive  scheme  with  her  husband, 
by  which  to  secure  title  to  said  land  in  her  name  and  so  defeat  a  certain 
conveyance  of  a  portion  thereof  made  by  the  Maxfields,  prior  to  the  can- 
cellation of  George  Maxfield's  entry.  On  the  issue  thus  joined,  hear- 
ing was  duly  had.  The  local  office  found  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Maxfield,  and 
your  office  affirmed  such  conclusion,  and  held  Porter's  entry  for  cancel- 
lation, whereupon  he  duly  appealed  to  the  Department. 

The  evidence  shows  that  on  November  15,  1881,  the  day  on  which 
George  Maxfield  received  his  final  certificate,  he  and  his  wife  executed 
a  mortgage  covering  said  land  for  the  amount  of  $325 ;  and  that  said 
Maxfield  and  wife  made  a  warranty  deed  of  the  NE.  J  of  the  S  W.  J  of 
said  land  September  15,  1882,  to  John  T.  Knight  and  Adam  Zeh,  the 
consideration  named  being  $1500. 
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Mrs.  Maxfield  testifier  that  in  Marcb,  1883,  her  husbaud  deserted  her, 
because  she  refused  to  join  in  further  encunibrancing  the  unsold  portion 
of  the  land.  It  appears,  both  from  her  testimony  and  that  of  the  other 
witnesses,  that  from  said  date  of  alleged  desertion  to  the  time  of  hear- 
ing George  Maxtield  returned  to  his  home  from  time  to  time,  and  that 
at  said  hearing  he  was  in  Crookston  and  a  guest  of  the  family  where  his 
wife  was  then  staying.  As  to  whether  he  contributed  to  the  support  of 
the  family  the  proof  is  somewhat  conflicting,  there  being  some  evidence 
to  show  that  he  did  send  provisions  to  his  wife  during  the  period  of 
alleged  desertion,  while  the  wife  swears  that  he  in  no  manner  assisted 
in  the  care  of  the  family,  and  that  from  March  1883  the  marital  relation 
between  them  ceased. 

The  fact  that  Mrs.  Maxfield  was  allowed  to  file  for  this  land  by  the 
decision  of  your  oflBce  in  the  ex  parte  proceeding  referred  to  hereinbe- 
fore does  not  relieve  her  from  the  necessity  of  showing  by  competent 
evidence  on  final  proof  that  she  is  a  qualified  pre-emptor.  This,  1  think, 
she  has  failed  to  do,  aside  from  any  evidence  furnished  by  the  protest- 
ant.  Being  a  married  woman,  she  is  not  allowed  under  the  law  to  make 
entry,  unless  from  the  facts  found  it  may  a)>pear  that  she  is  so  entitled 
as  the  "  head  of  a  family.'^  Having  set  up  the  plea  of  desertion,  it  rests 
with  her  to  show  such  fact  affirmatively,  before  the  right  of  entry  ac- 
crues. On  her  own  showing  the  most  that  can  be  concluded  therefrom 
is  that  her  husband  was  absent  much  of  the  time  and  was  of  an  idle  and 
improvident  character,  but  that  he  actually  intended  to,  or  did,  desert 
his  wife  and  family  is  not  to  be  discovered  from  the  evidence. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  reversed.  The  final  proof  of 
Mrs.  Maxfield  is  rejected,  her  filing  will  be  canceled,  and  Porter's  entry 
held  intact. 


private  claim--act  of  july  23,  1866. 
Bancqc  Los  Prietos  y  Najalayegua. 

The  eighth  section  of  this  act  aathorizes  the  survey  of  a  private  claim  conArmed  by 

act  of  Congress. 
The  Department  may  in  a  proper  case  of  error  shown,  extend  the  bonndaries  of  a 

private  claim  thongh  patent  has  already  issued  for  a  lesser  area  thereunder. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  August  9,  1886. 

On  September  24,  1884,  Susan  G.  Huse,  through  her  attorneys, 
Messrs.  Britton  &  Gray,  by  petition  to  my  predecessor,  invoked  the 
supervisory  power,  with  which  the  Secretar}^  of  the  Interior  is  clothed 
in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Land  Office,  with  a  view  to  the  correction 
of  grave  errors  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  the  matter  of  the 
location,  survey  and  patenting  of  the  Bancho  "  Los  Prietos  y  Naja- 
layegua,"  located  in  Santa  Barbara  county,  California,  and  of  which 
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Jose  Domingaes  was  confirmee.  The  application  of  Mrs.  Hiise  was  re- 
ferred to  your  office  November  11, 1884,  for  "  examination  and  decision ;  ^ 
and  your  report  of  February  24,  1886,  in  relation  to  said  matter  is  now 
before  me. 

Though  the  lands  in  question  are  in  California  and  claimed  under  a 
Mexican  grant,  by  Pio  Pico,  then  governor  of  that  Territory,  made  to 
Jose  Doraingues  on  September  24, 1845,  said  grant  never  was  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  for  confirmation  as  required  by4;he 
act.of  March  3, 1851  (19  Stat.,  631).  But  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
June  12,  1866  (14  Stat.,  589),  confirmed  said  grant  to  Jose  Domingues, 
and  directed  that  the  surveyor  general  of  California  should  survey  the 
granted  lands  "  in  accordance  with  the  original  title  papers  on  file  in 
his  office,"  and  on  approval  of  said  survey  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  patent  should  be  issued  to  Domingues  or  parties 
holding  under  him. 

Parties  chiiming  the  grant  title  having  made  deposit  for  the  purpose, 
on  April  25,  1867,  a  survey  was  made  by  Deputy  G.  H.  Thompson,  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  claimants.  This  survey  was  published 
under  the  act  of  July  1,  1864,  (13  Stat.,  332,)  and  embraced  an  area  of 
208,742.33  acres,  or  some  forty- seven  square  leagues.  The  surveyor 
general  declined  to  approve  it,  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  likewise  disapproving  of  it  directed, 
July  20,  1870,  another  survey  to  be  made,  at  the  expense  of  the  claim- 
ants, not  to  exceed  in  area  eleven  square  leagues.  The  attorneys  of 
the  parties  making  claim  to  said  property  were  notified  of  this  action, 
but  failed  to  deposit  money  for  the  ordered  survey.  On  July  21,  1873, 
the  surveyor  general  was  directed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  to  proceed  under  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  July  23, 1866 
(14  Stat.,  218)  to  extend  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  over  the  prem- 
ises, laying  off  a  portion  in  satisfaction  of  the  grant.  This  was  done  by 
Deputy  William  H.  Norway,  whose  survey,  containing  an  area  of  43,583 
acres,  or  about  5,000  acres  less  than  eleven  square  leagues,  was  approved 
by  the  surveyor  general  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  June  24,  1874. 

The  correctness  and  validity  of  this  survey  was  denied  by  several 
parties  claiming  interest  in  the  lands  within  limits  of  said  survey ;  and 
also  by  Eugene  L.  Sullivan,  claiming  to  be  owner  of  the  grant  title.  He 
was  represented  before  the  Commissioner  by  Messrs.  Britton  &  Gray, 
and  Drummond,  who  asserted,  in  his  behalf,  that  the  Thompson  or  first 
survey  was  substantially  correct.  On  September  18, 1874,  the  Com- 
missioner rendered  an  elaborate  decision  (I  C.  L.  O.,  116),  wherein  it 
was  held,  among  other  things,  that  the  grant  was  restricted  to  eleven 
leagues  in  extent,  and  should  be  located,  as  to  its  north  and  south 
boundaries,  between  the  mountain  ranges  delineated  on  the  disefio. 
As  to  the  east  and  west  boundaries  there  was,  practically,  no  dispute. 
The  Commissioner  also  held  that  the  Norway  survey  was  unauthorized. 
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and  directed  that  another  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed. From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  filed,  October  8, 1874,  by 
Britton  &  Gray,  and  Drnmmond,  for  the  grant  claimants,  under  in- 
structions from  Sullivan,  and  also  an  appeal  on  November  30,  1874,  by 
H.  S.  Brown,  Esq.,  as  attorney  for  the  Santa  Inez  &  Scott  Quicksilver 
Company.  The  papers  were  submitted  to  the  Secretary  on  January  12, 
1875,  but  on  the  twenty-second  of  the  same  month  the  appellants  filed 
a  formal  withdrawal  of  their  appeals,  and  requested  a  return  of  the 
papers  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  which  was  done. 

A  paper  was  then  filed  with  the  Commissioner,  signed  by  the  attor- 
neys for  all  the  parties  appearing  before  him  in  the  case,  submitting  a 
diagram  of  a  tract  of  about  eleven  square  leagues,  within  the  boundaries 
fixed  by  the  Commissioner's  decision,  which  said  tract  it  was  asked 
shonld  be  surveyed  and  patented.  This  was  subsequently  done,  and  a 
patent,  conveying  a  little  less  than  eleven  square  leagues,  was  issued 
on  February  19, 1875,  to  Jose  Domingues,  and  delivered  to  A.  Packard, 
Esq.,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Eugene  L.  Sullivan,  who  claimed  to  be 
and  was  recognized  throughout  all  the  proceedings  as  sole  owner  of  the 
grant  title  to  the  entire  tract — Packard  making  and  filing  affidavit  also 
to  that  effect  on  the  date  of  delivery  of  patent. 

Mrs.  Huse  now  asks  that  all  of  said  proceedings  be  reopened  and  re- 
viewed, alleging  that  Sullivan  was  not  authorized  to  act  in  the  premises; 
that  so  far  from  holding  the  entire  grant  title,  he  held  but  a  small  in- 
terest therein ;  but  that  she,  Mrs.  Huse,  was  then  the  owner  of  the  prin- 
cipal interest  and  has  since  became  the  owner  of  the  entire  grant  title; 
that  she  was  not  a  party  to  and  had  no  notice  of  or  voice  in  said  pro- 
ceedings; had  no  notice  of  the  Commissioner's  decision  of  September 
18, 1874,  and  never  acquiesced  in  it ;  never  applied  for  or  authorized 
any  one  to  apply  for  patent;  has  not  accepted  or  recognized,  or  had 
control  of  the  one  issued,  or  in  any  way  waived  her  rights  under  said 
grant.  She  says  that  she  acquiesced  in  the  Thompson  survey  of  which 
published  notice  was  given,  but  insists  she  had  no  notice  of  the  subsequent 
proceedings  by  which  the  area  of  the  grant  was  so  largely  curtailed* 
Finally,  she  claims  there  was  error  in  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner 
in  restricting  the  area  of  the  grant  to  eleven  square  leagues ;  and  asks 
that  the  whole  record  in  said  case  be  examined ;  and  said  decision  re- 
viewed and  revoked  at  her  instance ;  that  the  Thompson  survey,  or  one 
in  accordance  therewith,  be  approved,  and  patent  issued  thereon. 

This  grant  was  confirmed  June  12,  1866 ;  thrice  surveyed,  once  in 
1867,  again  in  1873,  then  aft/Cr  contest  before  the  Commissioner  in  1874,. 
and  patent  issued  in  1875.  A  strong  case,  based  upon  clear,  legal  and 
equitable  considerations  should  be  presented  to  justify  the  interference 
of  this  Department  ten  years  after  the  case  had  been  closed,  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  the  patented  limits,  so  as  to  include  lands  over 
which  the  public  surveys  have  long  since  been  extended,  and  to  much, 
of  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  other  rights  have  attached. 
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To  meet  tbe  complicatious,  which  might  result  from  this  conditiou  of 
things,  the  present  application  of  Mrs.  Huse,  to  re-open  the  case,  is  ac- 
companied by  an  offer  on  hev  part  to  relinquish  the  grant  title  to  those 
tracts  within  the  lines  of  the  Thompson  survey  to  which  rights  may 
have  attached,  which  but  for  said  grant  would  be  recognized  as  valid. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  this  Department,  in  a  proper  case,  can  grant 
the  relief  prayed.    Adams  v,  Morris,  (103  U.  S.,  591). 

The  act  by  which  this  grant  was  confirmed  to  Domingues  directed 
that  survey  of  the  same  should  be  made  by  tbe  surveyor  general  of 
California,  ^Mu  accordance  with  the  original  title  papers  on  file  in  his 
office ; "  which  survey  when  made  was  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Though  not  specifically  so 
provided  in  the  act,  it  was  unquestionably  the  duty  of  the  surveyor 
general  to  make  said  survey'  in  accordance  with  existing  laws  and  rules, 
so  far  as  the  same  were  applicable.  At  the  date  the  confirmatory  act 
was  approved,  the  act  of  July  6,  1864  (13  Stat.,  332),  was  the  last  en- 
actment in  relation  to  survey  of  confirmed  land  grants  in  California. 

The  first  section  of  this  act  provided,  in  substance,  that  whenever 
the  surveyor  general  had  made  survey  of  a  private  land  claim,  con- 
firmed by  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  he  should  cause  notice  by 
publication  to  be  given;  if  no  objections  against  said  survey  were  filed, 
be  should  approve  and  forward  it  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office.  If  objections  were  filed  they  were  also  to  be  forwarded. 
The  Commissioner  could  approve  or  reject  the  survey,  and  order  an- 
other ;  if  approved  patent  was  to  issue.  Section  6  provided  that  such 
surveys  should  be  made  at  the  request  of  parties  in  interest,  provided 
deposit  of  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pay  the  expenses  thereof  was 
made.    The  other  sections  need  not  be  referred  to  here. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  was  before  stated,  a  deposit  was 
made  by  parties  claiming  the  grant  title  and  the  Thompson  survey  was 
made,  published  and.duly  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner,  who  declined 
to  approve  of  it  and  ordered  that  another  survey  be  made;  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  which  the  same  parties  declined  to  make  tbe  necessary  de- 
posit when  notified  of  the  action  of  the  Commissioner. 

Under  the  act  of  1851  to  settle  private  land  claims  in  California  it 
was  provided  that  all  lands,  to  which  claim  should  be  made,  under  a 
Spanish  or  Mexican  title,  within  two  years,  before  tbe  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners,  should  be  held  in  reservation,  until  final  adjudication 
thereon.  This  "final  adjudication''  was  not  reached  until  survey  was 
approved  for  patent.  Many  of  tbe  grants  were  for  smaller  bodies  of 
land  within  much  larger  out-boundaries.  The  "claim"  made  before  tbe 
Board  necessarily  placed  all  the  land  within  the  out-boundaries  in  reser- 
vation, and  claimants  thus  enjoying  tbe  usufruct  of  vast  tracts  of  land 
were  in  no  hurry  to  deprive  themselves  thereof  b}^  seeking  to  have  the 
true  limits  of  their  claims  defined  by  official  survey  and  patent. 

To  remedy  this,  as  well  as  other  abuses.  Congress  passed  an  "Act  to 
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quiet  laud  titles  iu  California/  approved  July  23,  18C6  (14  Stat,  218). 
Most  of  the  sections  relate  to  grants  made  to  tiie  State  for  school  pur- 
poses or  of  swamp  lands,  and  are  foreign  to  tbe  subject  under  consid- 
eration. But  section  8  is  legislation  independent  of  other  portions  of 
the  act,  and  iu  my  opinion  relates  plainly  to  the  matter  in  hand.  It 
provides — 

"That  in  all  cases  where  a  claim  to  laud  by  virtue  of  a  right  or  title 
derived  from  the  Spanish  or  Mexican  authorities  has  been  finally  con- 
firmed, and  a  survey  and  plat  thereof  shall  not  have  been  requested 
within  ten  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  as  provided  by  sections 

six  and  seven  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1864 it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

the  surveyor  general as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  expiration 

of  ten  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act to  cause  the  lines  of 

public  surveys  to  be  extended  over  such  land,  and  he  shall  set  off,  in 
full  satisfaction  of  such  grant  and  according  to  the  lines  of  public  sur- 
veys the  quantity  of  land  iu  such  final  decree,  and  as  nearly  as  can  be 
done  in  accordance  with  such  decree,  and  all  land  not  included  in  such 
grant  as  so  set  off  shall  be  subject  to  the  general  laud  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

This  act  went  into  operation  in  a  little  over  one  month  after  the  con- 
firmation of  the  Domingues  grant. 

After  the  parties  claiming  title  declined  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  sec- 
ond survey,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfiQce  directed  the 
lines  of  the  public  surveys  to  be  extended  over  the  lands  in  question, 
setting  off  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  grant,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  1866. 
This  was  in  1873  and  the  survey  by  Norway  was  made  in  June,  1874. 
From  this  action  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  such  proceedings  had  therein 
as  resulted  in  the  approval  of  another  survey  and  the  issuing  of  patent 
thereon. 

It  was  not  until  nearly  seven  years  after  the  confirmation  of  the  grant 
that  this  action  was  taken  by  the  Commissioner;  and  surely  if  Mrs. 
Huse  at  that  time  was  owner  of  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  grant 
title  she  bad  ample  time  in  which  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  protect 
her  interests.  Failing  to  do  so,  it  was  the  clear  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  proceed  under  the  act  of  1866.  If  she  did  not  own  the  title 
then,  and  those  under  whom  she  now  claims  failed  to  take  proper  steps 
to  protect  their  rights,  it  is  too  late  for  her  now  to  be  heard  on  the  sub- 
ject. Either  Mrs.  Huse  or  those  under  whom  she  claims  were,  or  were 
not,  parties  to  the  proceedings  which  resulted  in  the  issuing  of  patent. 
If  parties  thereto,  unquestionably  they  must  be  bound  thereby ;  if  not 
parties  thereto,  by  their  own  default,  they  failed  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  law  in  their  favor,  and  they  are  equally  bound  by 
the  action  taken  by  the  Commissioner  under  the  act  of  1866 — more  than 
ten  months  after  the  passage  of  said  act — which  was  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  just  such  a  case  as  the  one  presented  b}'  Mrs.  Huse — 
that  of  a  party  claiming  under  a  confirmed  Mexican  grant,  who  thought 
proper  to  slumber  ou  her  rights,  instead  of  seeking  to  have  them  ascer- 
tained and  defined. 
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I  have  said  enough  to  show  why  Mrs.  Huse's  application  shoald  not 
be  granted  and  might  end  here.  But  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  exam- 
ined into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  said  grant  was 
properly  restricted  by  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  to  eleven  square 
leagues.  The  confirmatory  act  refers  to  the  grant  as  made  by  Governor 
Pio  Pico  and  approved  by  the  Departmental  Assembly.  The  governor 
in  his  grant  expressly  states  it  is  made  subject  to  the  colonization  law 
of  August  18, 1824,  and  the  regulations  of  November  21, 1828,  whereby 
grants  from  the  Mexican  government  were  limited  to  eleven  square 
leagues  to  each  individual.  The  approval  of  the  Departmental  Assem- 
bly in  terms  states  it  to  be  "  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  18th  of  Au- 
gust, 1824,  and  article  5th  of  the  regulations  of  the  dlst  of  November, 
1828.'' 

It  is  because  of  these  references  made  in  the  confirmatory  act,  clearly 
pointing  to  the  limitation  of  the  quantity  of  said  grant,  in  accordance 
with  the  Mexican  law  to  eleven  leagues,  that  the  facts  in  this  case  so 
plainly  distinguished  it  from  that  of  Tameling  t.  U.  S.  Freehold  Com- 
pany, (93  U.  S.,  644,)  referred  to  by  counsel.  There  the  grant  to  Beau- 
bien  was  confirmed  by  Congress  as  recommended by  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  New  Mexico.  On  reference  to  his  report  he  gives  the 
boundaries  of  the  claim  as  ascertained  by  the  Mexican  authorities,  who 
had  given  juridical  possession  thereby  to  the  grantees.  No  mention  is 
made  anywhere  of  the  quantity  granted  and  no  reference  whatever  is 
made  to  the  restraining  act  of  1824.  It  was  contended  that,  in  view  of 
this  act,  the  confirmation  of  Congress  of  the  grant  was  necessarily  lim- 
ited in  quantity  to  eleven  square  leagues,  that  being  all  that  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  could  grant.  But  the  supreme  court  said,  no;  ''Con- 
gress acted  upon  the  claim  as  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the 
surveyor  general.  The  confirmation  being  absolute  and  unconditional, 
without  any  limitation  as  to  quantity,  we  must  regard  it  as  effectual 
and  operative  for  the  entire  tract,''  the  confirmatory  act  passing  title  as 
effectually  as  though  a  grant  had  been  made  de  novo.  I  do  not  see  that 
if  the  Tameling  decision  had  been  made  before  that  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, it  could  have  altered  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  him. 

Counsel  seem  to  think  that  the  court  in  that  case  enunciated  some 
new  rule;  but  it  did  not  It  simply  declared  that  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, as  disclosed  by  the  confirmatory  act,  was  to  be  carried  out  as 
fully  as  though  the  grant  had  been  made  de  novo.  There  the  surveyor- 
general  recommended  the  confirmation  of  a  grant  by  specific  bounda- 
ries, without  regard  to  quantity,  and  Congress  so  confirmed  it.  Here 
the  confirmation  is  for  the  laud  granted  by  Governor  Pio  Pico  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Departmental  Assembly,  and  the  concession  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  the  approval  of  the  Assembly  both  refer  to  the  grant  as  hav- 
ing been  made  under  the  Mexican  law  of  1824,  limiting  the  area  of 
grants  to  eleven  leagues  to  each  individual.  So  that  the  intention  of 
Congress  is  as  plainly  disclosed  and  carried  out  in  the  one  case  as  the 
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otlier  and  no  error  was  committed  in  that  respect  by  the  Commissioner 
in  the  present  case. 

I  therefore  decline  to  grant  the  application  of  Mrs.  Huse  to  re-open 
said  case. 


INDIAN  RESERVAIION;  RES  JUDICATA. 
ChAKLES  W.  FlLKINS. 

Land  embraced  within  the  limitHof  au  executive  order  of  reservation,  made  for  a 
public  purpose,  but  covered  at  the  date  of  such  order  by  n,  prima  facie  yalid  entiy, 
is  subject  to  said  reservation  on  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

The  allowance  of  original  entry  by  the  General  Land  Office  will  not  preclude  the 
Department  from  determiuing  whether  the  land  was  legally  subject  to  such  entry 
when  the  case  comes  up  for  disposition  on  final  proof. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  August  10^  1886. 

This  controversy  relates  to  the  SB.^  of  NE.  i,  S.  i  of  NE.  i,  N.  i  of 
SB.  i,  and  SB.  i  of  SE.  i  of  Sec.  10,  T.  3  8.,  R.  1  E.,  S.  B.  N.,  Los  An- 
geles,  California^' and  comes  before  me  on  appeal  by  Charles  W.  Fil- 
kins  from  your  decision  of  November  3,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation 
bis  desert  land  entry,  No.  193,  embracing  said  tracts. 

By  executive  order  of  Augnst  25,  1877,  "all  the  even  numbered  sec- 
tions and  all  the  unsnrveyed  portions  of  township  2  south,  range  1  east, 
township  2  south,  range  2  east;  township  3  south,  range  1  east,  and 
townsbip  3  south,  range  2  east,  San  Bernardino  .meridian,  excepting 
sections  16  and  36,  and  exceptiug  also  all  tract  or  tracts  the  title  to 
which  has  passed  out  of  the  United  States  government,'^  were  "  with- 
•drawn  from  sale  and  settlement,  and  set  apart  as  a  reservation  for 
Indian  purposes." 

Prior  to  said  withdrawal,  however,  to  wit:  April  27, 1877,  one  Ran- 
som B.  Moore  made  desert  land  entry  No.  3,  for  the  land  here  in  con- 
troversy and  certain  other  lands,  in  all  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres, 
in  said  section  10.  He  made  tinal  proof  and  payment  for  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  his  en.try  April  22, 1880,  and  patent  was  issued  to  him 
therefor  in  August,  1883.  September  21,  1880,  Moore  relinquished  the 
remaining  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  his  entry — the  same  land 
now  ill  controversy — and  his  entry  as  to  those  tracts  was  thereupon 
canceled. 

December  9, 1884,  Filkins  applied  at  the  local*  office  to  make  desert 
land  entry  of  the  land  in  question.  His  application  was  '<  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  the  tract  applied  for  was  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Mission  Indians  by  executive  order  of  August  12, 1877."  The  local 
office  was  in  error  as  to  the  date  of  this  reservation,  and  In  your  decision 
from  which  the  appeal  under  consideration  was  taken  the  same  error  is 
made.  The  date  is  August  25,  1877,  instead  of  August  12  of  that  year. 
Prom  this  rejection  Filkins  appealed  to  your  office,  which,  on  March  6, 
2278  DEC 4 
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1885,  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  office  and  allowed  the  said  appli- 
catiou  of  Filkios.  Thereupon  Filkius  made  entry  No.  193,  as  aforesaid^ 
March  23, 1885,  and  on  the  14th  of  May  following  he  made  the  final 
proof  and  payment  for  the  land  in  dispute. 

Without  passing  upon  the  sufficiency  of  said  final  proof  your  office 
on  November  3, 1885,  rendered  the  decision  from  which  the  appeal  un- 
der consideration  was  taken,  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  on  the 
gronnd  that  the  tracts  embraced  therein  were  reserved  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Mission  Indians  by  virtue  of  said  executive  withdrawal  of  Au- 
gust 25,  1877. 

The  appeal  under  consideration  presents  but  two  real  questions  for 
determination,  either  of  which,  if  decided  in  favor  of  appellant,  is  suf- 
ficient to  reverse  your  decision,  viz : 

'^  1st.  Whether  or  not  the  lands  in  question  were  reserved  and  legally 
appropriated  for  Indian  purposes  at  the  date  when  Filkins  made  his 
entry. 

"  2d.  Whether  or  not  the  decision  of  the  former  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  holding  that  said  lands  were  not  legally  appro- 
priated for  Indian  purposes,  and  allowing  Filkins  to  enter  them  under 
the  desert  land  law,  is  a  final  adjudication  as  to  his  right  to  make  said 
entry,  and  of  the  legality  thereof.^' 

It  is  insisted  by  the  appellant  that  the  lands  involved  were  never  in 
a  state  of  reservation  for  Indian  purposes;  because  at  the  date  when 
the  reservation  was  made  they  were  included  in  aprimafcusie  valid  des- 
ert land  entry,  capable  of  being  perfected,  in  fact,  one-half  of  which 
afterwards  did  go  to  patent.  In  support  of  this  view  are  cited  a  num- 
ber of  departmental  decisions  holding  that  a  prima  facie  valid  entry 
will  except  lands  embraced  therein  from  a  subsequent  railroad  grants 
or  withdrawal. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  there  is  a  manifest  difference  be- 
tween the  effect  of  a  withdrawal  of  lands  for  an  Indian  reservation  and 
the  grant  or  withdrawal  for  railroad  purposes.  The  language  used  is 
materially  different  in  meaning.  Take  for  example  the  language  used 
in  the  withdrawal  under  consideration.  It  is  '^all  the  even  numbered 
sections  . . .  (excepting  sections  16  and  36)  and  excepting  also  all  tract 
or  tracts  the  title  to  which  has  passed  out  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  withdrawn  from  sale  and  settle- 
ment,'' etc.  Very  much  more  will  pass  under  such  a  withdrawal  than 
under  an  ordinary  railroad  grant,  in  the  words  following,  or  in  worda 

of  similar  import,  to  wit :  ^^That  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted 

every  alternate  section  of  public  land,  designated  by  odd  numbers 

not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  may  not  have  attached  at  the  time 
the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed."  The  reason  of  the  change  in 
the  phraseology  and  also  the  change  in  the  construction  of  the  same  is 
very  obvious.  In  the  one  instance,  the  government  is  reserving  some 
of  its  own  lands  from  disposal,  and  setting  them  apart  for  public  pur- 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  5 1 

poses^for  which  real  property  is  required  by  it.  In  the  other,  it  is 
granting  to  a  corporation  certain  of  its  lands,  and  thereby  parting  \?ith 
it«  title  to  them ;  and  the  universal  rule  governing  in  a  grant  of  this 
character  is  that  nothing  passes  by  implication. 

Thus  looking  at  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  withdrawal  before  men- 
tioned, it  becomes  apparent  that  the  President  therein  intended  to 
withdraw  for  Indian  purposes  all  the  even  numbered  sections  in  this 
township  (excepting  the  school  sections),  the  title  to  which  had  not 
passed  out  of  the  United  States  government.  It  must  be  conceded 
that  the  title  to  this  land  in  dispute  was  then  in  the  United  States  gov* 
erument  subject  only  to  the  inchoate  claim  of  Moore  aforesaid,  after- 
wards abandoned  and  relinquished.  That  is  to  say,  the  reservation 
embraced  and  took  effect  upon  the  land  in  controversy,  subject  only  to 
said  claim  of  Moore.  Subsequently,  this  claim  having  been  abandoned 
and  relinquished,  the  reservation  thereu|)on  became  effective,  and  by 
the'  doctrine  of  relation  was  carried  back  to  the  date  thereof.  Water 
and  Mining  Company  v.  Bugby  (96  U.  S.,  165).  The  reservation  having 
become  effective,  the  lands  in  question  were  not  subject  to  disposal 
when  Filkins  made  claim  to  them,  and  his  entry  was  improperly  al- 
lowed. 

As  to  the  second  question  raised  by  the  appeal,  it  is  strongly  insisted 
that  said  decision  of  Commissioner  McFarland,  of  date  March  6, 1885, 
being  one  he  was  authorized  under  the  law  to  make,  and  no  appeal 
being  taken  therefrom,  became  final  upon  every  question  at  issue  in  the 
case — that  is  to  say,  the  question  of  the  right  of  Filkins  to  enter  the 
laud  was  res  adjudicata  at  the  time  when  the  decision  herein  appealed 
from  was  rendered.  A  great  many  authorities  are  cited  which  are  sup* 
posed  to  fortify  that  position,  all  of  which  have  been  examined  and 
have  been  given  due  consideration,  but  are  not  believed  to  be  decisive 
of  the  question  at  issue  in  this  case. 

It  may  be  conceded  as  a  general  rule  that  the  official  acts  of  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  are  binding  upon  his  successor  in  office;  and  likewise  it 
may  be  admitted  for  the  sake  of  further  inquiry  that  the  question  of  the 
legality  of  Filkins's  entry  was  res  adjudicata  so  far  as  your  office  was  con- 
cerned when  the  decision  appealed  fronj  was  rendered. 

But  admitting  both  of  these  propositions  as  good  law,  the  whole  ques- 
tion can  be  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  any  time  it 
may  come  before  him }  and  if,  after  a  careful  investigation  he  concludes 
that  an  entry  is  illegal,  that  it  should  not  have  been  made,  he  has  a 
right,  and  it  is  his  duty,  to  say  so,  and  direct  his  cancellation.  For  in 
so  doing  he  is  not  exceeding  his  jurisdiction,  bui  is  ^^  exercising  only 
that  just  supervision  which  the  law  vests  in  him  over  all  proceedings 
instituted  to  require  portions  of  the  public  lands."  Lee  v,  Johnson  (1 16 
U.  S.,  48).  See  also  Whitnall  v.  Hastings  &  Dakota  Kailway  Company 
(4  L.  D.,  249),  where  this  Department  set  aside  a  decision  of  your  of- 
fice,  awarding  a  tract  of  land  to  the  railway  company,  which  hail  be- 
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come  fioal  for  want  of  appeal,  it  being  shown  that  such  decision  of  your 
office  was  a  clearly  erroneous  exposition  of  the  law  in  such  cases.  To 
the  same  effect  Griffin  v.  Central  Pacific  E.  R.  Co.,  decided  by  me  July 
15th  last  (5  L.  D.,  12). 

This  land  involved  not  having  been  patented  is  still  within  th  'juris- 
diction of  this  Department,  and  it  is  clearly  within  the  province  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  say  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  it  un- 
der the  law. 

Premising  this  much,  and  the  case  being  here  for  my  consideration 
upon  all  questions  involved,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  arriving  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  entry  of  Filkins  should  be  canceled,  and  I  so  direct. 
To  that  extent  your  decision  is  affirmed. 


pre-emption— final  proof. 
George  W.  Macey  et  al. 

Final  proof  should  always  receive  careful  examiuation  and  be  rejected,  though  tech- 
nically complete,  if  deemed  unsatisfactory. 

As  the  ten  pre-emption  claims  herein  considered  were  fraudulently  procured  to  be 
made  in  the  interest  of  a  lumber  company  they  are  accordingly  rejected. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroxc  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  August  10, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  filed  in  behalf  of  George  W.  Macey  et  al.j 
from  your  decision  of  July  25, 1885,  adverse  to  appellants  as  pre-emp- 
tion claimants.  Your  decision  and  said  appeal  as  filed  covered  the  claims 
of  nineteen  persons,  who  had  made  pre-emption  filings  for  certain  lands 
in  the  Duluth  land  district,  Minnesota,  yo«,  as  well  as  the  register  and 
receiver,  finding  the  cases  so  similar  and  so  interwoven  by  the  appar- 
ent concert  of  action  on  the  part  of  claimants  as  to  justify  consid- 
•eration  and  action  in  one  decision. 

As  to  nine  of  said  cases  you  refused  to  recognize  the  right  of  appeal, 
and  application  was  thereupon  made  for  certification  under  Rules  83  and 
^4  of  Practice.  That  application  is  before  me  and  will  be  acted  upon 
in  a  decision  having  special  reference  thereto.* 

There  remain  therefore  ten  cases  for  consideration  on  appeal.  They 
are  as  follows : 

Claim  of  George  W.  Macey,  for  the  8E.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  60  N.,  R.  23  W. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  tilings  in  all  these  cases  were  made  March  4, 1884,  with  allega- 
tions of  settlement,  ranging  from  March  12, 1883,  to  January  1,  1884, 
inclusive. 

Pursuant  to  published  notices,  all  the  above  named  claimants  ap- 
peared at  the  local  office  on  the  same  day,  viz :  June  27,  1884,  to  offer 

*  Action  therein  was  had  August  14,  1886,  in  the  case  of  Gaspard  Desnit  et  al,  and 
the  writ  denied. 
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final  proof  and  make  ca^h  eDtries  covering  the  lands  embraced  by  tbeir 
respective  filings.  Special  Agent  Eaton  of  your  office  appeared  on  that 
day  to  cross-examine  claimants  and  their  witnesses,  there  being  reasom 
to  believe  that  the  settlements  and  filings  had  not  been  made  in  good 
faith. 

The  proofs  were  made,  witnesses  were  examined,  and  cross-examined^ 
and  after  several  continuances  the  cases  were  transmitted  to  youroffice^ 
with  a  report  and  a  divided  opinion  by  the  register  and  receiver,  dated 
December  17, 1884. 

On  a  showing  made  by  the  special  agent,  together  with  a  suggestion 
by  the  receiver  that  further  and  more  conclusive  evidence,  not  before 
obtainable,  could  be  had,  your  office  directed  a  rehearing,  which  was 
bad,  after  which  the  record  was  again  transmitted  to  your  office,  accom- 
panied by  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver,  which  concluded  with 
the  recommendation  that  the  proofs  be  accepted  and  cash  certificates 
be  issued  in  all  the  cases.  This  recommendation  was  not  concurred  in 
by  you. 

On  the  contrary,  you  find  in  substance  that  appellants  went  into  the 
region  where  the  lands  are  situated  at  the  instance  of  C.  E.  Brown,  or 
other  members  or  agents  of  the  John  Martin  Lumber  Company ;  that 
their  alleged  settlements  and  whatever  improvements  there  may  have 
been  were  made  in  the  interest  of  said  lumber  company ;  that  the  busi- 
ness of  filing  the  declaratory  statements  was  conducted  by  one  attorney, 
pursuant  to  an  arrangement  between  him  and  the  company ;  that  the 
expenses  attending  said  filings  were  paid  from  money  furnished  by  the 
company;  that  the  claimants  were  paid  by  the  company  to  take  their 
claims  and  make  a  show  of  compliance  with  the  pre-emption  law,  and 
were  furnished  with  provisions  from  said  company's  logging  camp  which 
was  in  the  vicinity  of  these  claims ;  that  the  mortgages  were  to  secure 
to  the  company,  as  a  consideration  for  the  money  and  provisions  thus 
furnished,  the  lands  covered. by  said  pre-emption  filings,  said  lands  be- 
ing valuable  for  the  pine  timber  which  they  contained.  Thus  finding, 
you  declared  the  filings  fraudulent  and  held  them  for  cancellation  in 
the  ten  case«  now  here  on  appeal.  Said  appeal  notes  the  following 
I>oints  of  exception : 

Ist.  That  the  findings  of  fact  in  your  said  decision  stated  are  not  war- 
ranted nor  sustained  by  the  testimony. 

2d.  That  the  conclusions  of  law  in  said  decision  stated  are  incorrect 
and  erroneous. 

3d.  That  3'ou  erred  in  holding,  upon  the  record  before  you,  that  the 
pre-emption  claims  of  said  claimants  were  fraudulent  and  invalid. 

4th.  That  you  erred  in  refusing  to  direct  the  district  land  officers  to 
accept  the  purchase  money  tendered  by  said  claimants,  upon  the  due 
aud  sufficient  proofs  made  by  them,  and  to  issue  the  usual  certificate  of 
purchase  thereon. 
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5tb.  That  you  erred  iu  holding  the  pre-emption  tilings  of  the  said 
claimants  for  cancellation. 

Without  considering  the  above  specifications  of  error  separately,  or 
here  reviewing  in  detail  the  testimony  in  the  case,  which  is  quite  volu- 
minous, I  may  say  that  a  full  and  careful  examination  of  the  whole  rec- 
ord furnishes  nothing  which  in  my  judgment  warrants  a  conclusion 
different  from  that  arrived  at  in  your  decision. 

It  is  strenuously  urged  in  behalf  of  appellants  th$it  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  fraud  or  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  pre-emption  claimants; 
that  they  having  furnished,  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  reguhitious 
of  the  Land  Department,  the  requisite  and  customary  final  proofs,  are 
entitled  to  final  certificates,  and  I  am  asked  to  direct  that  such  certifi- 
cates issue. 

If  there  were  no  other  question  than  the  acceptance  of  the  proofs  on 
their  sufficiency,  it  would  not,  I  take  it,  be  seriously  contended  that 
such  proofs  must  as  a  matter  of  course  be  accepted  and  certificates  issue 
thereon,  simply  because  the  proofs  are  technically  in  form,  though  lor 
one  or  more  reasons  they  are  deemed  unsatisfactory  by  the  Land  De- 
partment. But  more  than  that  is  here  involved.  The  good  faith  of  the 
preemptors  has  been  attacked,  and  you  find  that  fraud  has  been  per- 
petrated in  connection  with  these  filings  and  proofs.  It  is  objected  that 
your  decision  relies  upon  the  testimony  of  James  Smart,  who  had  made 
a  filing  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  under  the  same  circumstances 
as  the  appellants,  and  G.  E.  Brown,  a  member  of  the  lumber  oompaDy, 
utterly  ignoring  the  testimony  of  the  nineteen  claimants  who  made 
their  final  proofs.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  evidence  of  bad  faith 
now  rests  upon  the  testimony  of  any  one  or  two  persons.  Smart  in 
view  of  the  time,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  his  own  filing  was 
made,  was  in  position  to  testify  knowingly  that  the  filings  by  the  appel- 
lants, as  well  as  his  own,  were  made  under  an  arrangement  with  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  John  Martin  Lumber  Company.  He  did  so  tes- 
tify. Though  subjected  to  a  long  and  searching  cross-examination,  his 
testimony  was  consistent  throughout.  More  than  this,  he  is  now  sub- 
stantially corj^oborated  by  nine  of  the  nineteen  men  who  offered  final 
proofs,  and  who  now  say  that  their  respective  filings  were  made  not  for 
their  own  benefit,  but  that  they  were  hired  to  make  them  by  C.  E.  Brown, 
a  member  of  the  John  Martin  Lumber  Company.  What  these  nine  par- 
ties admit  is  just  what  Smart  had  testified  to.  This  goes  far  to  strengthen 
his  testimony  as  to  the  remaining  ten  claimants.  If  his  statements  are 
shown  to  be  true  as  to  nine  of  the  nineteen  pre-emptors,  a  very  strong 
reason  is  presented  why  full  credence  should  be  given  to  his  statements 
as  affecting  the  remaining  ten.  His  testimony  stands  unimpeached  and 
to  a  great  extent  corroborated  and  sustained  not  only  by  direct  testi- 
mony, but  by  admissions  of  the  claimants  and  their  mortgagees,  and  by 
facts  and  circumstances  which  in  themselves  point  very  strongly  in  the 
direction  of  fraud,  as  tending  to  show  that  these  pre-emptors  did  not 
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settle  and  file  upon  these  lauds  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  of  acqair- 
iug  thein  for  themselves  in  accordance  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
pre-emption  law,  bat  that  their  intention  was  to  secare  them  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  pursuant  to  an  arrangement  to  that  end. 

What  are  some  of  these  circumstantial  facts  f 

The  claims  were  all  prepared  and  presented  by  one  attorney,  who 
was  also  attorney  for  the  lumber  company.  He  by  his  personal  check 
paid  the  publication  and  laud  office  fees  necessary  in  making  final  proof 
in  all  the  cases,  though  the  money  had  not  been  advanced  to  him  so  to 
do.  The  filings  were  all  made  on  the  same  day.  The  final  proofs  were 
also  all  made  on  the  same  day,  the  claimants  testifying  for  each  other. 

In  nearly  all  the  cases  now  here  on  appeal  one  or  more  of  those  who 
have  admitted  their  bad  faith  and  the  fraudulent  character  of  their  claims, 
appeared  as  witnesses  on  final  proof. 

AU  of  the  pre-emptors  are  single  men,  and  were  found  to  be  absent 
from  their  respective  claims  immediately  or  soou  after  their  offer  of 
final  proof. 

The  mortgages  are  for  sums  ranging  from  $900  to  $1,200,  in  each  in- 
stance. These  amounts,  if  not  nearly  or  quite  the  full  value  of  the 
lands  upon  which  the  mortgages  were  given,  are  far  in  excess  of  the 
cost  to  the  claimants  of  said  lands,  since  their  improvements  are  slight 
and  the  government  price  (not  yet  paid)  is  only  $200  in  each  case,  and, 
in  view  of  the  alleged  poverty  and  evident  want  of  thrift  on  the  part 
of  the  claimants,  seem  entirely  beyond  their  ability  to  pay,  even  if  they 
so  intend.  Said  mortgages,  therefore,  virtually  amount  to  a  transfer 
by  deed  of  the  claimants'  interest  in  the  lauds  to  the  mortgagees,  al- 
though 6nal  certificates  have  not  issued.  These  and  other  circumstan- 
ces, while  they  may  not  in  themselves,  taken  singly,  coustitute  evidence 
of  fraudulent  intent,  when  considered  in  their  relation  to  each  other 
and  in  connection  with  the  testimony  in  the  cases,  do  much  to  aid  to  a 
correct  judgment  on  said  testimony. 

It  is  urged,  however,  by  counsel  that  the  testimony  of  the  nine  claim- 
ants, in  which  they  admit  bad  faith,  is  not  entitled  to  consideration,  in 
its  bearing  either  upon  their  own  claims  or  those  of  the  others,  their 
associates,  because  they  contradict  their  own  corroborated  testimony 
taken  on  final  proof;  that,  the  mortgages  having  been  taken  on  the 
faith  of  their  first  statements,  to  accept  their  second  statements  as  true 
and  to  cancel  the  entries  would  be  to  allow  them  to  defraud  their  cred* 
itors,  the  mortgagees. 

To  these  suggestions  the  answer  is  that  the  government  deals  only 
with  the  claimants,  and  can  not  undertake  to  look  beyond  them  to  ascer- 
tain whether  in  attempting  to  defraud  the  government  they  have  or 
have  not  at  the  same  time  wronged  some  one  else.  The  mortgagees 
were  presumed  to  know,  and  it  appears  did  know,  the  status  of  the 
lands  and  the  character  of  the  claimants'  title  thereto.  The  transac- 
tions through  which  they  assert  an  interest  in  these  claims  were  solely 
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between  them  and  the  claimants,  and  were  at  their  own  risk.  The  con- 
tradictory statements  of  the  nine  claimants  can  not  be  regarded  as  evei> 
neutralizing  their  testimony,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  first  state- 
ments were  those  of  interested  parties  testifying  in  their  own  behalf,, 
while  their  later  statements  are  adverse  to  their  interests  as  claimants. 

While  their  admissions  and  testimony  bear  more  directly  on  tbeir  own 
individual  claims,  which  are  considered  and  disposed  of  in  another  de- 
cision on  an  application  for  certiorari,  they  are,  as  has  already  been  in- 
dicated, not  without  weight  in  the  consideration  of  these  claims  in  wbich 
appeal  has  been  allowed,  when  it  is  remembered  that  all  the  claimants 
were  so  closely  associated  in  the  matter  of  making  and  attempting  to 
prove  their  claims  as  to  render  the  whole  proceeding  practically  one 
transaction,  so  that  the  proof  or  rather  the  admission  of  fraud  as  to  the 
nine  claims  (ten  including  Smart's  which  was  filed  on  the  same  date  a» 
the  others,  but  relinquished  before^flnal  proof)  tends  strongly  to  prove 
fraud  as  to  the  other  ten. 

Upon  a  full  examination  of  the  record  and  a  careful  consideration  of 
all  the  evidence,  direct  and  circumstantial,  I  am  convinced  of  the  utter 
want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  these  claimants  and  affirm  your  de- 
cision. 


TOWNSl    E^    IGHT  OF  PREEMPTION, 

LOVELL  V.  MaYNE. 

The  preferred  right  to  purchase  a  lot  is  accorded  to  the  actaal  settler  thereon,  aud 
such  settler  may  buy  an  additional  lot  upon  which  he  has  substantial  improve- 
ments. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  August  12,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Thomas  Lovell  v.  Meadard  Mayne,  in- 
volving Lot  5,  Block  20,  townsite  of  Ketchum,  Hailey,  Idaho,  land  dis- 
trict, on  appeal  from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  May  7, 1885. 

It  appears  that  on  June  27, 1882,. Mayne  filed  declaratory  statement 
under  Sec.  2382  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  for  Lots  5  and  7,  Block  20,  in 
the  townsite  of  Ketchum,  claiming  settlement  on  June  22, 1882.  Un 
August  1, 1883,  he  made  final  proof  and  payment  for  the  same  and  re- 
ceived cash  entry  certificate  therefor. 

On  July  10, 1882,  Lovell  filed  declaratory  statement  for  Lot  5,  Block 
20,  and  Lot  3,  Block  13,  claiming  settlement  June  30, 1882. 

No  protest  seems  to  have  been  filed  by  Tjovell  at  the  time  Mayne  made 
final  proof;  but  on  November  30, 1883,  a  rule  was  laid  upon  the  former 
to  show  cause,  within  sixty  days  why  patent  should  not  issue  to  the 
latter.  On  the  showing  thus  made  a  hearing  was  ordered  and  had  at 
the  Hailey  land  office  on  March  3,  1884. 

On  the  testimony  then  submitted,  the  register  and  receiver  recom- 
mended the  cancellation  of  Mayne's  cash  entry  as  to  Lot  5^  and  that 
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Lovell'8  declaratory  statement  be  allowed  to  remain  of  record  subject 
to  his  future  compliance  with  the  law.  On  appeal  by  Mayne  your  office- 
reversed  the  finding  of  the  local  officers,  held  for  cancellation  the  dec- 
laratory statement  of  Lovell,  and  held  the  cash  entry  of  Mayne  intact. 
From  this  judgment  Lovell,  in  turn,  has  appealed,  and  on  his  appeal 
the  case  is  now  before  me. 

Section  2382  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  after  providing  for  the  location 
and  survey  of  townsites  upon  the  public  lands,  the  division  of  the  same 
into  blocks  and  lots,  the  filing  of  the  plats  thereof  in  the  General  and 
local  land  offices,  and  the  disposing  of  said  lots  at  public  and  private 

sale,  provides  further  that  "any  actual  settler  upon  any  one  lot 

and  upon  any  additional  lot  in  which  he  may  have  substantial  improve- 
ments, shall  be  entitled  to  prove  up  and  purchase  the  same  as  a  pre- 
emption, at  such  minimum,  at  any  time  before  the  day  fixed  for  public 
sale." 

The  language  of  this  section,  which  is  a  literal  transcript  of  the  text 
of  the  original  act  of  July  1,  1864  (13  Stat.,  343),  is  somewhat  ambigu- 
ous  and  involved,  and  has  heretofore  been  the  subject  of  different  con- 
structions, as  it  is  now  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

It  is  insisted  on  the  one  side  that  the  plain  language  of  the  section 
requires  that  a  party  pre-empting  two  lots  must  be  an  "  actual  settler  " 
upon  both,  and  that  therefore  the  settlement  here  spoken  of  was  not 
meant  to  embrace  inhabitancy,  or  personal  residence,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  same  person  to  have  a  personal  residence 
uj^n,  or  inhabit  both  lots  at  thesame  time.  But  that  the  act  meant  settle- 
ment, pure  and  simple,  without  the  requirement  of  residence  or  inhabit- 
ancy upon  either  lot.  On  the  other  side,  it  is  contended  that  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  was  to  give  to  one  who  settled  and  actually  resided 
upon  one  lot,  ^^  any  additional  lot  in  which  he  may  have  substantial 
irfprovements.'^ 

JThe  former  contention  is  supported  by  the  opinion  of  Assistant  At- 
torney Oeneral  Smith,  of  this  Department,  in  the  case  of  AUman  i^. 
Thnlon  (1  C.  L.  L.,  690)  and  the  latter  construction  of  the  act  is  upheld 
by  your  predecessor  in  Frank's  case  (2  L.  D.,  628),  and  in  Elmer  v.  Bowen 
(4  L.  D.,  337).  This  last  case  came  to  this  Department  on  appeal,  and 
the  decision  below  was  affirmed  by  Acting  Secretary  Mnldrow,  on  Janu- 
ary 23, 1886.  In  the  affirmance,  the  law  was  not  discussed,  but  it  was 
briefly  stated  that  the  rulings  of  your  office,  in  said  case,  were  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law.  In  the  decision  thus  affirmed  it  was  distinctly 
held  that  settlement  followed  by  actual  residence,  as  under  the  pre* 
emption  law,  was  required  as  to  the  first  lot;  and  substantial  improve- 
ments alone  upon  the  additional  lot.  And  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  convinces  me  that  the  above  conclusions  are  correct. 

Several  witnesses,  and  the  principals  on  each  side,  testified  at  the 
hearing  and  though  some  of  the  testimony  is  apparently  conflicting  on 
one  of  the  material  points  involved,  I  have  but  little  difficulty  in  arriv- 
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ing  at  a  conclusion.  Full  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
aA  to  settlement  and  residence  by  Mayne  upon  lot  7  is  clearly  shown  by 
the  evidence;  but  his  right  to  lot  5,  by  virtue  of  either  settlement  or 
improvement,  is  by  no  means  clearly  made  out.  He  does  not  claim  that 
he  ever  used  or  occupied  said  lot,  or  made  any  improvements  thereon  ; 
but  bases  bis  whole  claim  to  the  same  on  the  ownership  of  a  log  cabin, 
erected  thereon  by  another  party,  and  which  Mayne  claims  is  rightfully 
his  property  by  virtue  of  a  gift;  and  which  he  further  asserts  he  was 
prevented  from  using  by  the  objfKstious  and  wrongful  occupation  of 
Lovell.  But  the  testimony  produced  by  him  fails  to  show  a  right  to 
said  cabin  in  those  under  whom  he  claims;  whilst  the  testimony  pre- 
sented by  contestant  establishes  the  ownership  of  said  cabin  and  the 
possessory  right  to  said  lot  in  those  under  whom  Lovell  claims,  long 
prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  Mayue's  filing;  its  sale  about  that  time  to 
Lovell,  and  prior  to  his  filing;  tue  erection  of  valuable  improvements 
thereon  by  him;  his  use  and  occupation  of  it  continuously  and  unin- 
terruptedly thereafter  up  to  date  of  hearing. 

On  this  evidence  Mayne's  cash  entry  must  be  canceled  as  to  lot  5,  in- 
asmuch as  he  never  had  any  substantial  improvements  upon  the  same. 

Inasmuch  as  Lovell  is  not  seeking  to  make  final  proof  under  his  dec- 
laratory statement  for  the  two  lots  embraced  therein,  the  time  has  not 
arrived  to  pass  upon  his  claim  to  the  same;  and  nothing  herein  is  to 
be  construed  as  either  affirming  or  denying  it;  consequently  his  filing 
should  remain  intact  upon  the  record. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  reversed. 


PEA  CTICB— BEARINGS— A  PPEAL. 

MgMahon  V.  Geey. 

If  it  appear  tbat  the  evidence  submitted  U  aot  saflSoieat  to  warrant  canoellatiou  the 
government  may  institute  an  independent  inquiry  under  Rule  72  if  deemed  ad- 
visable. 

An  appeal  will  lie  from  a  decision  of  the  General  Land  Office  holding  that  the  evi- 
dence does  not  Justify  forfeiture  of  the  entry  and  ordering  a  further  hearing. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  August  12, 1886. 

In  the  matter  of  the  contest  of  Edward  J.  McMahon  v.  James  A. 
Grey,  involving  the  8W.  J  of  Sec.  28,  T.  144  N.,  R.  55  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  the  petition  of  said  McMahon  for  an  order  under  Bules 
83  and  84,  directing  the  certification  of  the  papers  in  said  case,  on  the 
^ound  that  his  rights  are  prejudiced  by  your  decision  of  February  3, 
1886,  from  which  you  have  refused  to  allow  him  an  appeal. 

It  appears  from  the  records  before  me  that  in  September,  1885,  McMa- 
>faon  instituted  contest  against  Oray's  timber  culture  entry,  alleging  fail- 
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ure  to  compl}'  with  the  law,  aud  that  at  the  hearing  in  the  following 

month  the  contestant  and  two  others  gave  testimony  in  support  of  said 

charge.    The  local  officers,  on  motion,  dismissed  the  contest  on  the 

gronnd  that  the  contest  allegations  were  not  sustained,  and  thereupon 

the  contestant  appealed.    Your  office,  by  decision  of  February  3,  1886, 

sustained  the  appeal,  in  the  following  manner,  namely : 

^^  While  it  is  true  that  the  testimony  introduced,  owing  to  its  negative 
character,  is  insufficient  to  warrant  the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  such  a  showing  was  made  as,  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  no  evidence  was  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  to  consti- 
tute a  proper  case  for  further  investigation,  in  order  that  the  good  faith 
of  the  entryman  may  be  affirmatively  shown  if  he  desires  to  have  the 
charge  against  his  entry  dismissed.  (See  Practice  Rule  72.)  The  ap- 
peal is  therefore  sustained,  and  McMahon's  affidavit  of  contest  is  here- 
with inclosed  to  be  used  as  the  basis  of  a. new  hearing,  to  be  had  after 
due  notice  to  the  parties  intercj'.ted.'' 

From  this  decision  McMahon  appealed  to  the  Department,  protest- 
ing against  the  expense  and  delay  of  a  new  hearing,  for  the  reason  that 
he  had  offered  the  best  testimony  at  his  command,  and  alleging  among 
other  errors  the  following,  to  wit: 

^^  Said  decision  is  contrary  to  law  and  the  facts,  as  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence produced  and  submitted  by  said  plaintiff. 

^^The  testimony  and  facts  of  record  in  the  case*warranted  the  can- 
cellation of  said  entry, and  were  clearly  sufficient  to  make  out  a 

prima-facie  case ;  i.  e.,  a  case  which  compels  the  cancellation  of  said  en- 
try if  not  contradicted." 

On  receipt  of  said  appeal  your  office  ruled  on  May  21,  1886,  as  fol- 
lows: 

<' As  the  ordering  of  hearings  is  a  matter  resting  in  my  discretion  from 
which  no  appeal  will  lie  (see  Practice  Rule  81),  McMahon's  appeal  will 
not  be  entertained  or  forwarded  to  the  Department  at  this  stage  of  the 
case." 

The  foregoing  state  of  facts  is  such  that  I  am  enabled  to  dispose  of 
the  questions  involved  without  resort  to  the  contest  papers,  and  I  will 
therefore  treat  the  case  as  though  the  petition  for  certiorari  had  been 
granted. 

I  think  it  very  clear  that  there  is  error  in  the  decision  complained  of. 
At  the  time  that  the  contestee  moved  the  dismissal  of  the  contest,  for 
want  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge,  the  status  of  the  controversy 
was  this,  to  wit,  that  the  contestant,  who  had  rested  on  the  evidence 
produced,  cither  had  or  had  not  established  a  prima- facie  case;  if  the 
local  offtcers  held  that  he  had  established  such  a  case,  the  contestee 
was  bound  to  make  his  defense,  or  submit  to  the  judgment  of  cancella- 
tion; if  they  held  that  he  had  not  established  it,  judgment  dismissing  the 
contest  properly  followed.  The  former  ruling  is  sustained  by  the  case 
of  J'ames  Copeland  (4  L.  D.,  275),  and  the  latter  is  in  analogy  to  the 
practice  in  judicial  tribunals.  The  tiiidiiig  of  your  office,  therefore,  that 
McMahoB  had  not  ma<1e  out  a  prima- facie  case,  and  the  ruling  that  not- 
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withstanding  this  his  appeal  must  be  sustained,  are  manifestly  incon- 
sistent. On  the  other  hand,  if  it  was  proper  to  sustain  the  contestant's- 
appeal,  the  judgment  should  have  been  that  the  contestee  proceed  with* 
his  defense  on  a  day  certain  or  his  entry  would  be  canceled. 

The  object  in  view  in  your  ruling  sustaining  the  appeal,  notwithstand- 
ing the  admitted  defect  in  the  evidence,  was  evidently  to  protect  the- 
interests  of  the  government  in  the  land  in  controversy.  Apparently 
there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  satisfy  your  mind  that  a  full  inquiry 
ought  to  be  instituted  into  Mr.  Grey's  doings  subsequent  to  entry.  The 
propriety  of  this  view  I  do  not  question,  but  I  am  quite  clear  that  the 
object  sought  could  not  be  attained  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  de- 
cision. For  it  is  averred  by  the  contestant  that  he  has  no  further  evi- 
dence to  submit,  and  you  have  already  held  that  the  evidence  submit- 
ted "  is  insufficient  to  warrant  a  cancellation  of  the  entry ; "  wherefore 
if  the  entryman  should  at  the  new  hearing  refuse  to  offer  evidence  on 
his  own  behalf,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  recourse  but  to  dismiss  tlie 
contest.  To  cancel  his  entry,  on  his  refusal  to  show  his  good  faith  af- 
firmatively, as  yoar  decision  suggests  that  he  must  do,  would  seem  to 
be  in  violation  of  the  statute,  which  declares  the  entry  forfeited  for 
non-compliance  with  the  law  only  in  the  event  that  such  uon  compliance 
is  proved  in  the  contest. 

In  my  judgment,  the  better  procedure  in  a  case  like  that  at  bar,  where- 
further  inquiry  is  deemed  advisable,  is  for  the  government  to  institute 
an  independent  investigation  in  the  usual  way  after  final  disposition  of 
the  contest.  Such,  I  think,  is  the  proper  method  of  enforcing  the  lat- 
ter clause  of  Bule  72,  in  so  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  such  cases. 

Your  said  decision  of  the  third  of  February,  though  sustaining  Mc- 
Mahon's  appeal  from  the  ruling  of  the  local  officers,  is  injurious  to  him. 
in  directing  a  new  trial,  and  it  was  therefore  subject  to  an  appeal  by 
him  to  the  Department.  It  finds  that  he  has  not  made  out  a  prima- 
fEu^ie  case  of  non-compliance  with  law,  and,  as  his  appeal  to  the  Depart- 
ment challenges  the  correctness  of  this  finding,  he  is  entitled  to  have 
it  reviewed.  You  will  theretbre  please  allow  said  appeal,  and  in  the 
usual  course  forward  it  to  the  Department.  The  order  for  a  new  hear- 
ing, which  I  think  was  not  discretionary  in  this  case,  is  hereby  vacated.. 


MOTION  FOB  REVIEW  DENIED, 

Walkee  V,  Snideb. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  of  February  12, 1886  (4 
L.  D.,  387),  was  denied  by  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  August  13, 1886^ 
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mi  VATIC  CLAIM— FORM  OF  PATEITT. 

Town  op  Tecolote. 

A  confirmatory  statute  is  effectual  in  pattsiDg  title,  and  the  patent  issued  thereunder 

should  follow  the  provisions  contained  in  such  statute. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  CommiHsioner  Sparks,  August  13,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Thomas  B.  Oatron,  for  himself  aud 
other  owners,  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  April  11,  1885, 
holding  that  the  patent  of  the  Tecolote  grant,  in  the  Territory  of  New 
JVIexico,  confirmed  as  private  land  claim  No.  7,  must  follow  the  confirma- 
tory act. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
confirmation  of  said  grant,  which  are  clearly  and  fully  recited  in  the 
decision  appealed  from.  The  sole  question  raised  by  the  appeal  is,  who, 
are  the  proper  parties  to  be  inserted  in  the  patent  as  patentees  !  Shall 
the  patent  issue  to  Salvador  Montoya  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
or  shall  it  issue  to  the  town  of  Tecolote,  and  to  their  successors  and  as- 
signs? 

It  appears,  as  stated  in  said  decision,  that  said  grant  was  confirmed, 
with  others,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  December  22,  1858  (11 
Stat!.,  374),  which  is  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  the  land  claim  of  cer- 
tain pueblos  and  towns  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.''  Said  act  pro- 
vides that,  besides  the  pueblos  therein  named,  "also  claim  No. "7  of  the 

town  of  Tecolote,  in  the  county  of  San  Miguel be  and  they  are 

hereby  confirmed,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  shall  issue 
the  necessary  instructions  for  the  survey  of  all  of  said  claims,  as  recom- 
mended for  confirmation  by  the  said  surveyor  general,  and  shall  cause 
a  patent  to  issue  therefor  as  in  ordinary  cases  to  private  individuals." 

A  careful  consideration  of  said  confirmatory  act  can  leave  little  doubt 
.as  to  the  intention  of  Congress.  The  title  of  the  act,  which  in  cases  of 
doubt  may  be  considered  in  arriving  at  the  intention  of  Congress, 
^clearly  refers  to  the  confirmation  of  land  claims  of  pueblos  and  towns^ 
and  not  of  private  individuals.  There  is  nothing  in  the  body  of  the 
act  in  conflict  with  the  title.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  provided 
that  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  "  shall  cause  a  patent 
to  issue  therefor  as  in  ordinary  cases  to  private  individuals." 

In  2d  Cranch,  386,  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  speaking  for  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  says :  "  Neither  party  contends  that  the  title  of 
an  act  can  control  plain  words  in  the  body  of  the  statute,*  and  neither 
denies  that,  taken  with  other  parts,  it  may  assist  in  removing  ambigui- 
ties. Where  the  intent  is  plain,  nothing  is  left  to  construction.  Where 
the  mind  labours  to  discover  the  design  of  the  legislature,  it  seizes  every- 
thing from  which  aid  can  be  derived;  and  in  such  case  the  title  claims 
a  degree  of  notice,  and  will  have  its  due  share  of  consideration."  See 
also  United  States  v.  Palmer  (3  Wheaton,  631). 
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It  is  insisted  by  the  appellaDts  that  the  case  of  Auton  Chico  (I  L.  D., 
295)  is  conclusive  of  the  case  at  bar.  Bat  an  examination  of  that  case 
shows  that  said  claim  was  confirmed  as  No.  29,  by  the  third  section  of 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  Jnne  21,  1860  (12  Stat.,  71),  which  mate- 
rially differs  from  the  act  confirming  the  Tecolote  grant. 

It  was  held  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  Ryan  v.  Garter 
(93  U.  8.,  78),  and  Tameling  v.  U.  S.  Freehold  Co.  (Ibid.,  644),  that  a  con- 
firmatory statute  passes  a  title  as  effectually  as  if  it  in  terms  contained 
a  grant  de  novoj  or  as  if  a  patent  was  issued.  See  also  Whitney  v. 
Morrow  (112  U.  S.,  693). 

Since  Congress  with  the  whole  record  before  it  has  confirmed  said 
grant  to  the  town  of  Tecolote,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  patent  should 
follow  the  provisions  of  the  confirmatory  act.  Said  decision  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed. 


railroad  grant-private  claim. 
Bees  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  grant  to  this  company  its  right  to  the  odd-numbered  seotlona 
within  the  granted  limits  attached  to  lands  that  were  disembarrassed  at  the  date 
of  definite  location,  though  the  same  were  included  within  the  alleged  limits  of 
a  Mexican  private  claim  at  date  of  the  grant. 

The  date  on  which  the  President  accepted  the  completed  sections  of  this  road  between 
San  Jos^  and  Sacramento  determines  the  time  when  the  line  of  said  road  was 
"definitely  fixed." 

The  extent  of  a  Mexican  private  claim  must  be  determined  by  the  records  in  such 
claim  as  presented  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  confirmation. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oammissioner  Sparks^  August  14,  1886. 

On  May  7, 1883,  Thomas  Rees  offered  to  file  declaratory  statement, 
tendering  fees  therefor,  claiming  settlement  npon  the  NE.  4  of  Sec.  7, 
T.  2  8.,  R.  2  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California.  On  the  same  day 
the  application  was  refused  by  the  register  and  receiver,  *^  because  of 
the  claim  of  the  Western  Pacific  Railroad  Company."  Appeal  was  taken 
at  once  and  on  July  23,  1884,  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison  affirmed 
said  decision,  and  the  case  is  now  before  me  on  appeal  from  his  decision. 

By  the  third  and  ninth  sections  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1862,  (12  Stat., 
492)  was  granted  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  of  California 
'^  every  alternate  section  of  public  land  designated  by  odd  numbers  to 
the  amount  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  rail- 
road, on  the  line  thereof  and  within  the  limits  of  ten  miles  on  each  side 
of  said  road  not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States,  and  to  which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  may  not  have 
attached  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed." 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  July  2, 1864,  (13  Stat,  358,)  said 
grant  was  extended  so  as  to  give  ten  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of 
the  road  within  the  limits  of  twenty  miles. 
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The  Central  Pacific  Gompauy  assigned  to  the  Western  Pacific  the 
right  to  constmct  that  portion  of  the  road  lying  between  San  Jos^  and 
Sacramento,  Oahfornia,  and  Congress  by  act  of  March  3, 1865,  (13  Stat.^ 
504,)  ratified  the  assignment,  requiring  the  first  twenty  miles  of  said 
road  to  be  completed  in  one  year  from  Jaly  1, 1865,  and  the  entire  road 
from  San  Jos^  to  Sacramento  to  be  completed  within  four  years  there- 
after, and  to  connect  with  the  Central  Pacific  at  the  latter  point.  After- 
wards, on  June  23,  1870,  under  the  laws  of  California,  the  Central  Pa- 
cific became  successor  to,  by  consolidation  with,  the  Western  Pacific. 

It  was  held  by  your  office  that  the  land  in  controversy  in  this  case 
was  within  the  twenty  miles  granted  limits  of  the  above  railroad  grant, 
as  extended  by  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,  to  the  Central  Pacific,  ^^the 
withdrawal  for  which  became  effective  January  31, 1865.  The  line  of 
the  road  was  definitely  located  opposite  said  tract  between  February 
25,  and  April  1,  1868." 

It  is  contended  on  behalf  of  appellant  that  Acting  Commissioner 
Harrison  erred  in  holding  that  the  railroad  grant  attached  to  the  land 
in  question,  because — 

1st,  At  the  date  of  said  grant  the  land  was  reserved,  by  operation  of 
law,  being  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Mexican  private  land  grant 
of  Laguna  de  los  Palos  Colorados  to  Moraga  and  Bemal;  and  was  so 
reserved  until  August  10,  1878,  when  survey  of  said  grant  was  finally 
confirmed  and  patent  issued. 

2d,  That  when  said  survey  was  confirmed,  the  land  in  controversy,, 
being  surplus  of  said  grant,  became  thereby  determined  to  be  part  of 
the  Mexican  private  grant  of  El  Sobrante  to  the  Castros ;  and  con- 
tinued in  reservation,  because  within  the  claimed  limits  thereof,  until 
February  23, 1882,  when  the  survey  of  the  last  named  grant  was  finally 
approved. 

3,  That,  if  the  tract  in  question  was  not  within  the  claimed  limits  of 
the  aforegoing  grants,  then  it  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the 
Mexican  grant  of  San  Lorenzo  to  Ouillermo  Castro  and  thereby  placed 
in  reservation,  and  so  remained  until  the  approval  of  final  survey  of 
this  grant  by  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  California,  on  October  31, 1864, 
or  until  said  survey  was  approved  by  the  Commissioner,  which  wa» 
when  patent  was  issued,  February  14,  1865,  it  being  insisted  that  the 
last  date  and  approval  is  the  correct  one,  because  of  the  act  of  July  1^ 
1864,  (13  Stat.,  332.) 

4,  That  the  Acting  Commissioner  erred  in  holding  that  the  line  of 
the  railroad  was  definitely  located  opposite  said  tract  between  Feb- 
ruary 25,  and  April  1, 1868,  but  that  the  same  was  located  in  contem- 
plation of  law  when  the  map  of  route  was  filed  in  the  General  Land 
Office  December  8, 1864,  at  which  time  the  land  in  controversy  was  in 
reservation  as  above. 

The  plat  of  township  2  S.,  range  2  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  was  filed  in  the 
land  office  at  San  Francisco  July  8, 1878,  withdrawn  by  order  of  Com- 
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inissioner  Williamson  October  24,  1878,  restored  February  23,  1882, 
withdrawn  again  March  9,  1882,  on  order  of  Commissioner  McFarland, 
and  again  restored  April  16,  1883. 

Nearly  all  of  the  questions  involved  in  this  case  have  already  been 
discussed  by  this  Department  in  other  cases,  and  the  patented  and  out 
boundaries  of  the  above-named  Mexican  grants  defined,  as  well  as  the 
construction  of  the  particular  railroad  grant  made,  as  affecting  also 
lands  located  almost  exactly  as  the  tract  claimed  here  by  Eees,  and  like 
it  asserted  to  have  been  covered  bv  the  claimed  limits  of  the  same  Mex- 
ican  grants.  On  the  strength  of  these  decisions,  I  might  have  been 
justified  in  declining  to  consider  again  the  questions  therein  discussed 
and  determined ;  but,  whilst  recognizing  the  weight  of  these  former 
rulings,  yet,  being  rendered  in  cases  wherein  Hees  was  not  a  party,  nor 
the  particular  tract  of  land  the  subject  matter  of  controversy,  the  rule 
of  res  adjudicata  does  not  technically  apply,  and  all  the  questions  therein 
ruled  upon  and  now  presented  in  this  case  may  be  again  considered. 
And  inasmuch  as  the  former  decisions  are  assailed  as  erroneously  made, 
and  as  very  many  other  entries  may  be  affected  by  the  rulings  in  this 
•case,  it  is  concluded  best  to  examine  and  consider  anew  all  the  matters 
presented  by  the  record. 

The  land  claimed  by  Rees— the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  7,  T.  2  S.,  R.  2  W.,  of 
M.  D.  M. — lies  between  the  patented  lines  of  Moraga  and  San  Lorenzo, 
nearly  due  south  of  a  straight  line  drawn  through  the  former  and  north 
and  west  of,  and  very  close  to  the  lines  of  the  latter — the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  said  section  is  within  the  patented  lines  of  the  San  Antonio 
grant,  which  lies  to  the  west  of  the  two  former  grants,  bounded  for  some 
distance  by  San  Lorenzo  and  its  entire  length  by  Moraga. 

After  the  purchase  and  admission  of  California  as  one  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  known  that  its  territory  in  many  localities  was  covered 
by  Spanish  and  Mexican  private  grants,  some  of  them  legal  and  oom- 
plete^  many  of  them  illegal,  fraudulent,  or  incomplete.  To  meet  this 
«tate  of  facts.  Congress  passed  the  act  of  March  3,  1851,  (9  Stat.,  631,) 
•establishing  a  system  whereby  it  was  intended  that  all  private  land 
grants  in  that  State  should  be  speedily  settled. 

The  scheme  thus  adopted  required  that  every  person  ^'claiming" 
lands  in  California,  by  virtue  of  "any  right  or  title"  derived  from  either 
the  Spanish  or  Mexican  government,  should  present  the  same  to  the 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  organized  by  the  act,  for  adjudication, 
with  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Courts.  And  it  was  further  pro- 
vided that  "  all  lands,  the  claims  to  which"  were  rejected  or  decided  to 
be  invalid,  and  "  all  lands  the  claims  to  which"  were  not  presented  within 
two  years  after  the  date  of  said  act,  should  be  held  as  part  of  the  public 
•domain. 

Two  years  later  the  act  of  March  3, 1853,  (10  Stat.,  245,)  was  passed. 
This  provided  for  the  survey  and  pre-emption  of  the  public  lauds  in  that 
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State,  excepting,  however,  from  the  operation  of  its  provisions  "  land 
claimed  under  any  foreign  grant  or  title." 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  *'claim"  which  thus  placed  land  in  reser- 
vation, by  excepting  it  from  other  disposition,  was  that  which  was  pre- 
sented to  the  proper  tribunal  for  adjudication.  What  was  claimed  be- 
fore such  presentation  and  not  included  therein,  or  after  adjudication, 
is  not  a  matter  to  be  considered  in  determining  the  extent  of  the  reser- 
vation. Of  the  correctness  of  this  position  there  ought  to  be  no  doubt 
on  principle,  because  to  hold  otherwise  would  lead  to  inextricable  con- 
fusion and  uncertaint^\ ,  always  abhorrent  to  the  law.  Construction  of 
the  statutes  by  which  such  reservations  were  made  confirm  this  view. 
For  though  remedial  to  the  extent  that  they  are  intended  to  protect 
parties  asserting  a  right  or  title  under  grant  from  a  foreign  government 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  what  they  may  choose  to  "  claim,"  yet,  inasmuch 
as  the  statutes  are  in  contravention  of  that  public  policy  which  encour- 
ages the  settlement  and  sale,  and  not  the  withholding  of  the  public  land 
from  market,  their  intendment  is  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  plain 
language  used.  Clearly,  that  requires  that  such  "  claim  "  must  be  pre- 
.  seuted  for  adjudication  within  two  years  from  March  3,  1851,  before  the 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners  of  California. 

If  authoritative  construction  be  needed  of  the  plain  language  of  the 
statute,  it  may  be  found  in  the  case  of  Brown  v.  Brackett  (21  Wall., 
387).  The  plaintiff  there  claimed  through  Ramon  Mesa  land  which  was 
within  a  Mexican  grant  made  in  March,  1844,  to  said  Mesa.  The  claim 
for  this  grant  as  an  entirety  was  never  presented  for  confirmation  in 
accordance  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1851 ;  but  a  claim  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  land  covered  by  the  grant  was  presented  to  the  Board  and 
confirmed  to  one  Yasqnes.  This  confirmation  did  not  embrace  the  hind 
in  controversy,  but  it  was  insisted  that. the  confirmation  of  the  Vasques 
claim  involved  a  recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  whole  grant  ti)  Mesa, 
and  could  be  invoked  to  maintain  his  title  to  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  premises. 

But  the  supreme  court  held  otherwise,  saying  that  though  it  was  true 
that  the  United  States  tribunals,  under  the  act  of  March,  1851,  **  were 
concerned  only  with  the  validity  of  the  grants  as  they  came  from" 
the  Mexican  governments,  and  that  "the  decrees  cf  confirmation  and 
the  patents  which  followed  inured  to  the  benefit  of  all  persons  deriving 
their  interests  from  the  confirmees,"  yet  "every  confirmation  is  lim- 
ited by  the  extent  of  the  claimants The  confirmation  covered 

nothing  and  protected  nothing  beyond  the  claim  asserted."  And  be- 
cause the  claim  to  the  particular  land  was  not  asserted  before  the  Board, 
though  clearly  within  the  boundaries  of  the  grant  declared  valid,  the 
plaintifif  was  denied  the  right  to  recover. 

Sometimes  the  decree  of  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  or  of  the 
U.  S.  Courts  definitely  determined  the  rights  of  parties,  as  where  grants 
were  by  specific  boundaries  and  the  extent  of  the  land  covered  by  them 
2278  DEO 5 
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could  be  readily  ascertained  without  an  official  survey.  Otherwise,  the 
location  and  limits  of  the  grant  as  confirmed  were  to  be  ascertained  by 
approved  survey  and  patent  issued  in  accordance  therewith.  This  was 
especially  so,  if  the  decree  of  confirmation  was  for  a  smaller  quantity 
within  larger  out-boundaries.  And  until  the  final  approval  of  such 
survey  the  entire  tract  claimed  remained  in  reservation,  or,  as  the  su- 
preme court  expressed  it,  "  the  grantee  and  the  government  were  ten- 
ants in  common  of  the  whole  tract."  Frasher  v,  O'Connor,  115  U.  S., 
107. 

Now,  what  was  the  claim  presented  by  Moraga  on  February  15, 1853, 
to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  and  was  the  land  in  controversy 
within  that  claim? 

In  his  petition  filed  on  that  day  he  ^^  gives  notice  that  he  claims  a 

tract  of  land known  by  the  name  of  'the  Laguua  of  the  Palos 

Colorados,'  with  the  boundaries  described  in  the  grant  thereof,"  which 
is  said  to  have  been  made  August  10,  1841,  by  Alvarado,  then  the  gov- 
ernor of  California.  The  petition  concludes  with  the  statement  that 
^<The  original  grant  and  a  testimonial  of  said  previous  consent  and 
authorization  are  herewith  presented,  with  translations  of  the  same, 
and  also  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  map,  or  diseno,  presented  with 
his  petition  for  said  land."  We  are  thus  referred  to  the  translations 
and  the  map  filed  in  the  case,  in  order  to  ascertain  with  particularity 
what  was  claimed  to  have  been  granted. 

From  these  papers,  it  appears  that  this  grant  was  for  a  limited  quan- 
tity of  land,  within  larger  out-boundaries,  apparently  named  with  some 
particularity,  the  land  being  described  a«  a  "tract"  or  "place,"  "known 
by  the  name  of  Laguna  de  los  Palos  Colorados,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  San  Pablo  creek,  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  east,  including 
the  spring  of  water  which  lies  near  the  old  inclosure  (corral);  on  the 
south  by  the  establishment  of  San  Jose;  on  the  west  by  the  range  of 
mountains  up  to  the  summit,  and  on  the  east  by  the  ridge  of  Las  Tram- 
pas,"  "of  the  extent  of  three  square  leagues,  a  little  more  or  less,  as 

explained  on  the  map leaving  the  surplus  that  may  result  to 

the  nation." 

There  are  two  maps  in  the  record.  One  was  the  original  referred  to 
in  and  filed  with  the  petition  of  Moraga,  and  the  other  is  a  colored  copy 
of  the  same,  identified  by  the  witness  Briones  and  the  younger  Moraga 
as  correct,  in  their  testimony  before  the  Commissioners.  On  examina- 
tion these  maps  show  with  considerable  particularity  the  topograpliy 
of  the  whole  area,  within  the  out-boundaries  of  which  lie  the  granted 
premises,  corresponding  a^s  to  the  descriptive  features  thereof  with  those 
mentioned  in  the  grant  by  Alvarado,  and  the  decree  of  the  Board  of 
Laud  Commissioners. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  on  inspection  that  in  the  figure  repre- 
senting the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass  the  east  point  is  pla^^ed 
where  the  west  point  ought  to  be,  and  vice  versa.     This  is  such  an  ap- 
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parent  error  that  it  can  mislead  uo  one,  especially  in  the  face  of  the 
nnmistakable  calls  for  the  north,  east,  and  west  lines.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  qnote  authorities  on  a  point  so  well  settled.  Apart  from  the 
error  in  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  the  diseiio,  or  map,  is  much 
better  than  usually  found  in  these  cases.  It  shows  on  the  north,  well 
marked,  the  ^*  arroyo  de  San  Pablo,''  a  straight  line  to  the  east,  includ- 
ing the  *'Qjo  de  agua"  near  the  *' corral  antigno;"  on  the  west  is  seen 
the  ridge  of  mountains,  with  penciled  trees  thereon,  marked  **  Cierra 
de  los  Palos  Colorados;"  on  the  east  appears  two  ridges  of  hills,  or 
mountains,  with  trees,  the  inside  range  broken  by  the  '^arroyo  de  las 
Trampas,"  which  thereafter  flows  between  the  two — the  outside  mount- 
ain ridge,  which  is  continuous,  turning  to  the  southwest  and  marked 
"  Las  Tframpas.'' 

About  these  three  boundaries  there  is,  I  apprehend,  no  dispute,  but 
it  is  important  to  note  that  the  north  boundary  was  definitely  fixed — 
anchored  as  it  were — by  the  Mexican  authorities  at  the  time  of  making 
the  grant,  it  being  shown  by  the  record,  tiled  before  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners, that  an  agreement  was  then  made  between  Valencia,  the 
grantee  of  the  Acalanes  ranch,  and  Moraga,  in  the  presence  of  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  governor  and  the  military  commandant 
Micheltorena,  wherein  it  is  stated,  **That  from  the  source  of  a  spring 
counting  three  hundred  varas  to  the  west  towards  the  source  of  the  San 
Pablo  creek  shall  commence  the  dividing  line  between  the  lands  of 
Senor  Valencia  and  those  of  Senor  Moraga;  leaving  to  the  former  a 
piece  of  land  one  hundred  varas  square,  within  the  tract  that  corre- 
sponds to  the  latter."  This  shows  beyond  any  question  that  the  northern 
line  of  Moraga — the  exact  loem  of  the  grant  claimed  by  him — was  the 
southern  line  of  Acalanes,  granted  to  Valencia  in  1834.  This  line  is 
correctly  located  on  the  Boardman  map. 

The  difficulty  in  the  case  arises  with  regard  to  the  description  of  the 
southern  boundary,  as  contained  in  the  grant  and  decrees,  viz :  '<  On  the 
south  by  the  establishment  of  San  Jose."  Referring  to  the  maps,  which 
are  so  clear  up  to  this  point,  we  find  nothing  whatever  to  indicate  that 
the  southern  boundary  is  the  ^'establishment  of  San  Jose,"  if  we  are 
to  consider  the  mere  buildings  and  enclosures  of  the  Mission  as  consti- 
tuting that  establishment.  On  the  contrary,  the  map  shows  Las 
Trampas,  or  a  spur  thereof,  turning  almost  at  a  right  angle  to  the  south 
of  west,  marked  at  the  point  of  turning,  '^  Las  Trampas."  This  contin- 
nation  or  spur  of  that  mountain  range  goes  on  to  the  south  of  west, 
nntil  it  almost  forms  a  junction  with  the ''  Cierra  de  los  Palos  Golorados," 
the  western  boundary,  from  which  it  is  separated  at  the  most  southerly 
point  on  said  map  by  an  opening  between  the  hills,  through  which  flows 
a  stream  of  water,  marked  <^  arroyo  permanente,"  near  which  is  located 
a  spring  of  water,  a  house,  and  an  enclosure^the  said  opening  being 
known  as  a  '^  portzuello." 
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If  it  be  necessary  to  go  ootside  of  the  dise£Lo  to  find  tbe  southern 
boundary  of  the  grant,  which  is  not  conceded,  I  can  not  admit  the  force 
of  the  contention  that  the  words  ^'establishment  of  San  Jose  "  as  here 
nsed  meant  the  residence  and  grounds,  buildings  and  curtilage,  of  the 
Mission  proper  as  it  then  existed.  But  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  the 
words  used  mean  the  lands,  outside  of  these,  used  for  grazing  or  any 
other  purposes  by  the  Mission  authorities,  under  the  laws  or  customs 
of  the  country,  and,  therefore,  regarded  and  spoken  of  as  part  of  that 
ecclesiastical  establishment.  The  word  ^^establishment"  is  found  in  a 
number  of  other  grants,  and  is  invariably  used  in  the  sense  stated. 

If  the  Moraga  grant  was  not  intended  to  go  as  far  south  as  the  Mis- 
sion residence,  where  then  did  it  meet  the  mission  lands? 

The  answer  to  this  question  involves  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  and 
history  of  the  Mission  lands  of  Mexico,  the  result  of  which  shows  that 
the  out-lying  Mission  lands  of  California  were  without  definite  bounda- 
ries, and  held  by  no  tenure  other  than  that  of  sufferance.  Originally 
these  Missions,  which  were  but  few  in  number,  occupied  nominally  the 
whole  territory,  the  limits  of  one  covering  the  intervening  space  to  the 
next,  there  being  no  other  occupants  of  these  vast  tracts  except  wild 
Indians. 

In  the  course  of  time  other  Mission  settlements  were  established,  the 
former  large  limits  were  curtailed,  and  the  adjacent  land  became  at- 
tached to  each  new  Mission,  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  older  ones, 
until  the  greater  part  of  the  Territory  l^came  dotted  over  with  these 
establishments,  engaged  in  the  praiseworthy  object  of  civilizing  and 
christianizing  the  lodians.  To  this  end  large  numbers  of  the  young 
of  both  sexes  were  taken  to  the  residences,  where  they  were  sought  to 
be  educated  in  industrial  pursuits  suitable  to  their  sex  and  condition. 
It  was  to  aid  in  this  great  purpose  that  the  government  permitted  the 
use  of  these  vast  out- lying  tracts  of  land  for  grazing,  farming,  or  other 
purposes.  It  was  never  claimed  that  such  lands  were  the  property  of 
the  missionaries,  or  of  the  church,  or  that  the  tenure  was  other  than 
temporary  in  character.  It  was  conceded  that,  whilst  the  priests  were 
allowed  to  administer  this  large  property — the  usufruct  was  for  the 
benefit  of  themselves  and  pupils — it  was  resumable  or  disposable  at  the 
will  of  the  nation.  (See  Carey  Jones'  report,  p.  9.  Dwindle,  p.  20: 
Beard  v.  Federy,  3  Wall,  478.) 

From  time  to  time,  under  the  laws  to  encourage  colonization,  the 
Mexican  authorities  made  such  grants  of  these  Mission  lands  as  were 
applied  for,  reference  of  the  application  being  first  made  to  the  rever- 
end father,  or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  particular  Mission,  out  of 
whose  lands  it  was  proposes!  to  carve  the  grant. 

In  this  way  when  application  for  the  grant  of  San  Antonio,  adjoining 
on  the  west  that  of  Moraga,  was  made  in  1820,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Beverend  Father  Duran,  then  in  charge  of  the  Mission  of  San  Jose, 
who  reported  favorably  thereon,  with  certain  reservations  in  favor  of 
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the  Mission.  So,  in  1832,  when  Pacheco  and  Castro  asked  for  grant  of 
Las  Juntas  and  San  Ramon*  north  and  east  of  Moraga,  the  application 
alleged  that  the  latter  place  had  formerly  been  used  by  the  Mission, 
but  was  now  unoccupied,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  Friar  Gon- 
zales, tben  in  charge  of  the  same  mission,  who  reported,  June  2, 1833, 
favorably  to  the  grant.  So  the  application  of  Amador,  for  part  of  San 
Bamon,  southeast  of  Moraga,  was  referred  to  the  Mission  authorities, 
and  reported  upon  favorably  May  21, 1833,  by  Friar  Gonzales,  stating 
the  land  was  no  longer  necessary  for  mission  purposes. 

From  the  records  in  these  cases  it  is  shown  that  prior  to  the  applica- 
tion of  Moraga,  for  the  grant  in  1835,  the  Mission  on  the  east  extended 
northward  certainly  as  far  as  the  south  boundary  of  Las  Juntas,  after- 
wards on  the  granting  of  San  Eamou  to  Pacheco  and  Castro  became 
the  south  boundary  of  that  tract,  and  when  the  more  southern  portion 
of  San  Ramon  was  granted  to  Amador,  the  Mission  lands  became  in 
tnm  the  southern  boundary  of  the  last-named  tract. 

From  the  record  in  the  San  Antonio  grant,  which  adjoins  Moraga  on 
the  west,  it  appears  that  the  Mission  lands  extended  certainly  up  a-s  far 
AS  San  Antonio  creek,  which  is  nearly  due  west  from  the  southern  pat- 
ented line  of  Moraga.  After  the  grant  of  San  Antonio  was  made  the 
San  Leandro  creek  became  the  southern  boundary  of  the  grant,  and 
consequently  the  northern  boundary  of  the  undisposed  of  Mission  lauds 
at  that  point. 

In  one  of  the  original  Spanish  records  of  California,  now  in  the  office 
of  the  United  States  surveyor  general  of  that  State,  under  date  of  1828, 
is  found  a  description  of  the  then  boundaries  of  the  Mission  of  San 
Jose  by  its  minister.  Friar  Karcisso  Duran.  He  states  that  *'  on  the 
northwest  it  confines  with  the  Arroyo  of  San  Leandro,  which  divides 
it  from  the  Eancho  of  the  Sergeant  Luis  Peralta  (San  Antonio)  and  re- 
mains occupying  in  the  formof  a  tongue  of  land  some  nine  leagues  in 
length,  having  its  width  from  the  mouutain  ranges  to  the  sea  .    .    .    .   , 

one,  two  and  three  leagues  in  its  greatest  width The  center 

of  the  nine  leagues  being  the  Eancho  and  Arroyo  of  San  Lorenzo,  at 
the  distance  of  five  leagues  to  the  northwest  of  the  Mission." 

According  to  this  description  in  1828,  after  the  lines  of  the  San  An- 
tonio grant  had  been  conceded,  the  San  Leandro  creek  became  the  north- 
west boundary  line  of  the  Mission  lands.  Tracing  that  creek  from  its 
month  up  its  main  branch,  after  its  great  bend  around  and  to  the  east 
side  of  the  base  of  the  coast  range  of  mountains,  which  constituted  the 
east  bonndary  of  San  Antonio,  and  the  west  boundary  of  Moraga,  the 
coarse  would  be  east  of  north  along  the  base  of  said  mountains,  until 
tract  No.  2  of  the  patented  lands  of  Moraga  is  entered,  then  turning 
due  north,  following  the  main  branch  of  said  creek  it  can  be  traced  to 
its  source,  which  is  found  in  the  ^'  Laguna  permanente,"  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  Moraga  grant,  as  shown  on  the  diseno.  Doubtless  the 
source  is  even  beyond  this  in  the  mountains  above,  but  is  not  so  shown 
1>J  anything  before  me. 
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This  creek,  well  defiued  as  it  is  in  its  course,  was  evidently  understood 
by  the  friar  Durau  as  the  boundary  between  the  Mission  land  and  the 
San  Antonio  grant,  as  far  as  they  were  coterminous  and  beyond  that 
point  the  creek  was  the  western  boundary  of  the  Mission  possessions 
up  to  its  source. 

It  lias  already  been  shown  that  in  1832  the  Mission  lands  extended  in 
this  direction  as  far  north  as  the  southern  boundary  of  Las  Juntas,  and 
the  locality  where  the  San  Leandro  creek  has  its  source  is  not  far  oft*. 

Accepting  then  the  San  Leandro  creek  from  its  mouth  to  its  source  as 
the  western  boundary  of  the  Mission  lands,  in  1835,  when  Moraga  asked 
for  his  grant,  probably  about  one-half  of  the  proposed  concession  was 
composed  of  lands  theretofore  used  and  occupied  by  the  Mission,  hence 
his  application  was  referred  to  the  minister  in  charge — the  same  Friar 
Gonzales  spoken  of  above — who,  on  September  30,  1835,  reported  in 
favor  of  the  grant,  asking  that  the  right  to  cut  lumber  on  said  land  be 
reserved  to  the  Mission. 

In  1841,  when  the  grant  of  six  hundred  varas,  part  of  San  Lorenzo^ 
was  asked,  the  application  was  referred  to  the  agent  then  in  charge  of 
the  Mission  lands,  who  approved  of  the  grant,  and  when  in  1843  the 
ranch  of  San  Lorenzo  proper  was  granted,  express  reservation  was 
made  of  the  right  of  the  Mission  cattle  to  pasture  on  the  same.  The 
grant  of  San  Lorenzo  was  for  six  square  leagues  and  adjoined  on  its 
north  side  that  of  Moraga. 

The  boundaries  of  the  Mission  lands  as  thus  shown  would  make  ^'  a 
tongue  of  land"  of  about  the  location  and  description,  and  approxi- 
mating the  dimensions  given  by  Father  Duran  in  1828  in  the  foregoing 
extract  from  the  Spanish  records. 

There  is  no  force  in  the  contention  that  the  Mexican  act  of  August 
17, 1833,  secularizing  the  missions  and  curtailing  their  territorial  limits 
within  very  restricted  bounds  was  in  force  on  August  10,  1841,  when 
the  Moraga  grant  was  made  and  consequently  the  southern  boundary 
therein  described  must  have  been  the  new  and  restricted  limits  of  the 
Mission  under  that  act.  The  answer  is  that,  while  said  act  was  passed 
as  above,  it  had  not  been  fully  enforced  at  the  time  the  grant  was  made, 
for  on  November  7,  1835,  the  General  Congress  of  Mexico  decreed  the 
suspension  of  the  act  of  August  17,  1833,  until  such  time  as  the  curates 
mentioned  therein  should  take  possession,  and  until  that  time  things 
were  to  remain  "  in  the  state  they  were  in  before  said  law  was  en- 
acted." See  Halleck's  report,  p.  154.  It  is  true,  that  afterwards  new 
regulations  were  issued  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  secularization  y. 
and  in  1843,  at  the  time  the  grant  of  San  Lorenzo  was  made,  the  Mis- 
sion property  of  San  Jose  was  in  charge  of  Amador  as  mayor- domo 
under  said  rules ;  yet  in  that  same  year  that  Mission,  with  quite  a  num- 
ber of  others,  was  ordered  *'to  be  delivered  up  to  the  very  reverend 
padres  ....  and  said  Missions  shall  in  future  continue  to  bead- 
ministered  by  the  very  reverend  padres    •    ...    in  the  same  man- 
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ner  as  they  held  them  before."  (Halleck,  p.  162.)  From  this  coiitem- 
poraneoas  history  and  legislation,  it  would  seem  that  at  the  time  of  the 
application  for  the  grant  by  Moraga  in  1835  and  at  the  date  of  the 
grant  to  him  in  1841,  the  status  of  the  so-called  Mission  lands  was  about 
what  it  had  been  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  secularization  act  of  1833. 

Therefore,  I  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  that  the  Mission  lauds  at 
the  time  of  the  grant  extended  north  of  the  southern  boundary  of  Mo- 
raga; that  said  grant  was  carved,  for  the  most  part,  out  of  the  Mission 
lands,  and  that  when  this  was  done  the  southern  boundary  of  the  grant 
became  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Mission,  and  so  continued  to  be 
the  northern  boundary  thereof  until  the  San  Lorenzo  grant  was  made. 

From  the  aforegoing,  it  would  seem  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  go 
outside  of  the  diseno  to  find  the  southern  boundary  of  Moraga,  as  i  •*- 
cited  in  the  grant,  but  that  the  same  wherever  found  below  the  source 
and  east  of  San  Leaudro  creek  and  west  of  Las  Tram  pas  must  neces- 
sarily be  "  bounded    ....    by  the  establishment  of  San  Jose." 

The  next  point  is  to  determine  just  where  the  grant  terminates  on 
the  south.  About  this  there  is  not  much  difficulty,  I  apprehend,  in 
view  of  what  has  been  said  already. 

At  the  time  the  claim  was  pending  before  the  Board  of  Laud  Com- 
missioners, there  were  four  witnesses  who  testified  relative  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  grant.  One  of  these,  A.  M.  Castro,  after  describing 
the  boundaries  on  the  north  and  west,  said,  *^  at  the  south  he  has  been 
told  that  the  Portzuello  was  the  boundary  and  the  Trampas  on  the 
east;"  and  in  describing  its  conformation  he  said,  ''  The  raucho  is  almost 
surrounded  by  mountains."  Gregorio  Briones,  another  witness,  said 
the  boundaries  were  pointed  out  to  him  by  Moraga  when  he  was  about 
to  apply  for  the  grant.  On  being  shown  the  diseiio,  he  said  it  is  cor- 
rect, about  the  shape  of  the  ranch;  he  recognized  the  descriptive  feat- 
ures and  said  "they  are  laid  down  with  correctness  as  it  respects 
courses  and  distances."  "  On  the  south,  it  is  bounded  by  the  lands  of 
the  Mission  of  San  Jose  and  a  place  known  as  Las  Trampas."  This 
testimony  of  Briones  was  corroborated  by  that  of  the  younger  Moraga* 
At  a  later  stage  of  the  case,  after  a  sui  vey  of  the  grant  had  been  made 
by  La  Croze,  deputy  surveyor-general,  objections  were  tiled  to  said  sur- 
vey by  claimants,  and  in  support  thereof  testimony  was  taken  and  pro- 
duced in  the  district  court.  Salvo  Pacheco,  a  witness,  swore  that  he 
made  the  diseno  at  the  request  of  the  elder  Moraga  to  tile  with  his  ap- 
plication for  the  grant;  that  the  black  lines  were  intended  to  represent 
the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  grant.  Martinez,  another  witness,  testi- 
fied that  he  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  boundaries  of  the  ranch 
prior  to  1840,  and  its  southern  boundary  was  "the  Portezuello  de  las 
Trampas,  and  the  ridge  of  hills  running  from  these  towards  the  Red- 
woods." (Loa  palos  Colorados.)  Taking  tbe  diseno  and  this  testimony, 
can  there  bef^ny  doubt  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the  grant  was  the 
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land  of  the  Mission  at  the  point  where  is  located  on  the  diseno  Las 
Trampas  and  the  Portezaello?    It  seems  too  plain  to  admit  of  question. 

On  September  12, 1833,  your  office  directed  the  survej'or  general  of 
California  to  locate  the  Guchilla,  or  ridge  of  Las  Trampas  in  connection 
with  the  public  surveys.  The  map  made  in  pursuance  of  this  is  now 
before  me  and  the  topography  of  the  country  as  delineated  thereon 
corresponds  in  a  remarkable  manner  to  the  descriptive  features  of  that 
part  of  the  diseno,  the  only  variance  being  that  the  ridge  of  Las  Tram- 
pas trends  more  in  a  southwesterly  course  than  in  the  diseno.  This  line 
of  Las  Trampas  is  laid  down  as  in  the  Higley  survey  and  is  in  my  opinion 
certainly  correct  so  far  as  that  location  is  concerned.  It  passes  through 
the  N.  i  of  Sections  27  and  28,  and  the  S.  i  of  Sections  29  and  30,  of  T. 
1  S.,  E.2  W.,  X.  D.  M.,  running  three  sections  north  of  the  land  claimed 
in  this  case  by  Eees. 

Finding  this  to  be  the  correct  southern  line  of  the  <' claim"  made  by 
Moraga  before  the  Board  of  Land  Oommissioners,  I  must  hold  that  the 
land  in  controversy  never  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Moraga 
grant. 

Much  has  been  said  in  argument  on  both  sides  as  to  the  legality  and 
correctness  of  the  Higley  and  other  surveys  in  the  Moraga  grant.  With 
the  questions  thus  raised  I  do  not  propose  to  deal,  as  it  is  not  deemed 
necessary  in  determining  the  matter  now  under  consideration.  Though 
it  may  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  none  of  said  surveys  locate  the 
southern  boundary  of  said  grant  further  south  than  I  have  done  above, 
and  consequently  none  of  them  place  the  land  in  controversy  within  the 
limits  of  the  Moraga  claim.  The  inquiry  here  is,  whether  the  land 
claimed  by  Rees  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Moraga  grant  ? 
I  decide  that  it  never  was  within  such  limits,  and  without  determining 
whether  the  Higley  survey  was  properly  made  or  not,  whether  binding 
or  not  on  the  parties  interested  in  the  grant,  I  hold  that  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  grant  as  claimed  is  correctly  located  on  the  plat  of 
said  survey.  The  fact  that  the  patented  lines  of  said  grant  as  shown 
hy  the  Boardman  survey,  at  one  point,  extend  a  short  distance  south  of 
the  line  of  the  Higley  survey,  does  not  weaken  the  conviction  of  the 
correctness  of  my  conclusion.  The  Boardman  survey  wa«  made  under 
order  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  and  no  special  direction  was 
given  for  extending  it  south  of  the  Las  Trampas  as  was  done.  The  sur- 
vey when  made,  after  contest  before  your  office,  was  accepted  by  all 
parties,  approved  and  patent  issued  in  accordance  therewith,  and  it  can. 
not  overrule  ray  judgment  in  the  present  case. 

The  next  inquiry  is,  was  the  land  in  question  within  the  claimed  lim- 
its of  El  Sobrante  grant? 

The  two  Oastros,  claimants  under  this  grant,  on  May  26,  1852,  filed 
two  joint  petitions  before  the  Board  of  Laud  Commissioners,  in  both 
praying  for  confirmation  of  said  grant.  One  of  these  petitions  is  un- 
signed; and  the  other  is  signed  by  John  Wilson  and  H.  W.  Oari>entier, 
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as  attorneys  for  petitioners.  So  much  of  the  unsigned  paper  as  is  ma- 
terial to  the  present  inquiry  shows,  that  the  two  Gastros  on  April  22, 
1841,  petitioned  the  governor  of  Upper  California  "to  grant  them  all 
the  vacant  (sobrante)  land  lying  in  between  the  Banchos  of  San  Antonio, 
San  Pablo,  Pinole,  the  Kancho  of  Valencia  and  the  Eancho  of  Moraga, 
being  the  surplus  lying  between  these  several  ranches."  The  other  peti- 
tion filed  before  the  Board  states  that  the  application  to  the  governor 
of  California  was  "for  a  grant  of  all  the  vacant  (sobrante)  land  lying 
between  the  Banchos  San  Antonio,  San  Pablo,  Pinole,  Valencia,  and 
Moraga,  being  surplus  or  overplus  left  between  the  said  ranches  after 
the  boundaries  to  the  ranches  shall  be  ascertained  and  settled."  Both 
petitions  show  that  the  grant  was  made  as  prayed.  Nodiseno  was  filed 
as  required  by  the  Mexican  law,  inasmuch  as  the  boundaries  of  the 
named  ranches  had  not  been  fixed. 

On  July  3, 1855,  the  Board  confirmed  the  claim,  the  decree  stating  that 
'*The  land  of  which  confirmation  is  hereby  made  ....  is  the  sur- 
plus (sobrante)  which,  on  the  L*3d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1841,  the  date  of 
the  decree  of  concession  to  the  present  claimants,  existed,  lying  between 
the  tracts  known  as  Banchos  of  San  Antonio,  San  Pablo,  Pinole,  Moraga 
and  Valencia,  reference  being  had  to  the  original  expediente  and  grant 
on  file  in  this  case."  This  decree  became  final  in  the  United  States 
district  court  in  1857. 

Here,  then,  we  have  "the  claim"  of  the  grantees  of  El  Sobrante 
twice  stated  to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners — the  one  statement 
is  for  "land  lying  in  between"  the  five  named  ranches,  and  the  other 
for  "land  lying  between"  said  ranches,  it  being  describe<l  in  one  paper 
as  "the  surplus  lying  between,"  and  in  the  other  as  "  surplus  or  over- 
plus left  between"  the  five  ranchos. 

To  my  mind  it  is  clear  that "  the  claim"  as  above  presented  can  not 
be  made  to  cover  the  land  herein  claimed  by  Bees. 

What  he  pretends  to  is,  that  the  tract  was  within  the  out-boundaries 
of  Moraga — on  the  south  side  thereof;  which  point,  it  is  apparent,  can 
not  by  any  possibility  be  held  to  be  "  between"  any  of  the  named  grants. 
It  can  not  be  sobrante  of  Moraga,  because  I  have  shown  there  is  none 
south  of  its  patented  line  at  this  point.  Not  being  "  between"  any  of 
them,  nor  surplus,  or  sobrante  of  the  Moraga,  or  any  of  the  other 
grants,  the  contention  that  said  tract  was  reserved  because  within  the 
"claimed"  limits  of  the  Sobrante  as  presented  to  the  Board  utterly 
fails. 

After  the  decree  of  the  Board  had  become  final  in  the  United  States 
district  court  in  1857,  on  March  27,  1863,  by  stipulation  between  the 
TJnitexl  States  district  attorney  and  Carpentier,  attorney  for  claimants, 
an  order  was  obtained  to  amend  the  decree  so  as  to  embrace  land  "  lying 
between  [or  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of]  the  tracts,"  etc. — the 
words  between  brackets  being  the  amendment.  On  July  26, 1866,  after 
argument  and  consideration,  said  amended  order  was  vacated,  the  court 
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declaring  it  "  had  no  power  or  jurisdiction  to  enter  said  order,"  and  the 
decree  thereafter  remained  as  originally  made  by  the  Board.  When  the 
matter  of  the  survey  of  the  Sobrante  grant  under  this  decree  was  before 
youroffice and  afterwardson appeal  before thisDepartmentjitwasinsisted 
that  said  decree  was  ambiguous,  that  by  a  proper  construction  of  it  and 
the  grant,  the  latter  embraced  not  only  the  lands  lying  between  the  five 
named  ranchos,  but  also  all  the  lands  lying  within  the  exterior  bound- 
aries thereof,  and  further  that  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Moraga 
grant  extended  on  the  south  beyond  the  patented  lines  of  San  Lorenzo, 
and  consequently  included  the  land  now  sought  to  be  pre-empted  by 
Rees. 

Mr.  Secretary  Kirkwood,  on  February  23,  1882,  decided  adversely  to 
these  pretensions,  holding  that  the  claim  as  presented  and  confirmed  was 
only  for  land  lying  between  or  partly  surrounded  by  tlie  five  ranchos 
On  April  4,  1883,  Secretary  Teller  declined  to  review  said  decision  and 
patent  was  issued  in  pursuance  of  same. 

It  is  contended  now  that  these  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  con- 
firmees or  those  claiming  under  them — the  attempted  amendment  of  the 
decree  in  the  district  court  and  in  the  matter  of  the  survey,  so  as  to 
embrace  the  exterior  as  well  as  interior  lands,  (those  between  as  well 
as  those  outside  the  five  grants,)  should  be  accepted  as  evidence  that 
such  claim  had  always  been  made ;  and  held  the  tract  in  re4»ervation 
until  the  final  adjudication  of  said  claim  by  Secretary  Teller  on  April 
4,  1883,  the  lands  all  this  lime  being  subjudice. 

I  can  not  concur  in  these  views.  The  attempt  to  alter  the  decree  was 
a  mere  futile  act,  determining  nothing  though  showing  that  the  con- 
firmees thought  it  did  not  cover  the  pretensions  then  set  up,  and  which 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  before  entertained  by  them,  at  any  time  within 
the  preceding  eleven  years,  which  had  clasped  since  their  claim  had 
been  presented  for  confirmation,  as  shown  before. 

The  re-assertion  of  these  pretensions  in  the  matter  of  the  survey  was 
but  an  attempt  to  do  indirectly  what  had  been  formerly  sought  to  be 
obtained  directly  by  the  change  in  the  language  of  the  decree.  Both 
of  these  eflForts  properly  and  signally  failed  in  the  view  of  the  very  plaia 
and  unambiguous  language  used  throughout  the  whole  case. 

It  was  competent  for  the  Castros  to  have  set  up  a  claim  to  any  land 
they  mi^ht  choose  to  select  under  their  Sobrante  grant,  and  the  asser- 
tion of  such  claim  before  the  Board  would  of  itself  have  placed  the  land 
in  reservation.  But  having  set  up  a  claim  for  land  "lying  in  be- 
tween" five  certain  ranchos,  they  can  not  after  final  decree  giving  them 
exactly  what  they  asked  for,  be  allowed  to  sny  that  they  had  set  up 
also  another  and  different  claim.  The  record  is  conclusive  on  this  point 
and  acts  as  an  estoppel  on  them  and  those  claiming  under  them.  The 
claim  was  for  land  "  lying  in  between  ^  certain  ranchos,  and  now  it  in- 
sisted this  meant  land  lying  on  the  "outside"  of  said  ranchos.  I  see 
no  ambiguit3'  whatever.    The  contention  is  too  baseless  to  be  consid- 
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ered  while  language  is  capable  of  conveying  a  meaning,  and  intelligence 
remains  to  comprehend  it. 

But  it  is  further  insisted  that  inasmuch  as  said  decree  was  actually 
amended  on  March  27,  1863;  which  amendment  remained  of  record 
from  that  time  until  July  26,  1866,  a  <' claim  "  to  the  land  within  the 
exterior  boundaries  was  actually  in  existence — recognized  in  the  formal 
decree  of  the  court,  not  only  as  having  been  made,  but  as  valid — at  the 
time  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,  increasing  the  grant  to  the  railroad  was 
passed,  embracing  within  its  limits  the  land  in  controversy;  and  that 
this  asserted  and  recognized  claim  exempted  the  land  from  the  opera- 
tion of  said  grant,  so  long  as  the  same  thus  remained  of  record. 

To  this  the  answer  is  twofold :  (1)  Even  though  a  claim  had  been 
properly  made  to  the  sobraute  land  within  the  exterior  out-boundaries 
of  each  and  all  of  the  five  grants,  there  was  no  sobrante  of  the  Mo- 
raga  grant  on  the  south,  where  the  land  claimed  is  situate,  the  patented 
lines  being  coincident  with  the  out-boundaries  of  the  grant,  as  de- 
scribed and  claimed  before  the  Board ;  and  (2)  the  act  of  March  2, 1851, 
requiring  all  "  claims  '^  to  be  filed  within  two  years  thereafter,  by  no 
possibility  can  a  claim,  set  up,  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  for  the  first 
time  ten  years  after  the  limitation  fixed  by  said  act  had  expired,  be  re- 
garded as  such  a  claim  as  would  place  the  land  in  reservation  under  its 
provisions.  Besides,  the  very  tribunal  which  thus  allowed  the  amend- 
ment to  be  made  ordered  the  same  to  be  stricken  out  on  the  distinct 
ground  that  it  had  been  made  by  a  tribunal  without  jurisdiction;  and 
no  appeal  was  sought  to  be  taken  from  this  ruling.  Surely  it  is  a  most 
extraordinary  contention  to  hold  that  such  an  act,  confessedly  extra- 
jurisdictional, could  confer  any  rights. 

I  therefore  dismiss  the  pretence  that  the  land  in  controversy  was 
within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Sobraute  grant. 

I  proceed  now  to  inquire  whether  the  land  in  controversy  was  em- 
braced within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  San  Lorenzo  grant. 

This  was  a  grant  of  six  square  leagues,  contained  in  larger  bouuda- 
ries,  which  on  the  east,  north  and  west  are  described  in  the  grant  and 
diseno,  accompanying  the  expediente  as  follows :  "  By  the  Bancho  of 
Senor  Amador,  by  that  of  San  Eamon,  by  that  of  Senor  Moraga,  by 
that  of  the  Peraltas"  (San  Antonio),  etc. 

The  petition  filed  before  the  Board  claims  the  same  boundaries,  sub- 
stantially, omitting,  however,  the  call  for  the  lauds  of  Amador,  and 
making  San  Eamon  and  Moraga  the  west  boundary.  The  omission  of 
the  call  for  the  lands  of  Amador  is  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  the  southerly  part  of  San  Ramon,  and  the  call  for  that  ranch 
might  be  fairly  construed  to  embrace  both. 

Designating  San  Ramon  and  Moraga  as  the  west  boundary  is  un- 
questionably error  in  the  petition  ;  San  Ramon  being,  in  fact,  part  of 
the  east  an<l  northeast  boundary,  and  Moraga  the  north  boundary, 
until  the  east  line  of  San  Antonio  is  met.    But,  independently  of  this, 
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the  expediente,  diseno  and  graut  are  filed  witb  and  made  part  of  the 
petition  to  the  Board,  and  are  properlj^  referable  to  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  grant  songht  to  be  confirmed.  Within  the  boundaries  of  San 
Lorenzo  as  thas  claimed  is  located  the  land  in  controversy. 

The  San  Lorenzo  grant  was  confirmed  by  the  Board  February  14, 
1853,  and  this  confirmation  became  final  in  the  district  court  July  6, 
1855  ^  a  survey  was  made  in  November,  1859,  which  was  set  aside  and 
a  new  one  ordered  November  11, 1863.  This  order  was  vacated  October 
10,  1864,  and  a  decree,  fixing  and  defining  the  western  boundary  of  the 
rancho,  passed  and  further  survey  ordered,  which  was  made  and  ap- 
proved by  the  surveyor-general  on  October  17, 1864,  and  on  appeal  was 
affirmed  by  the  United  States  circuit  court  October  31, 1864,  and  patent 
issued  February  14, 1865. 

From  the  aforegoing,  it  appears  that  the  land  remained  in  reservation 
because  of  the  San  Lorenzo  grant  until  final  approval  of  the  survey  by 
the  circuit  court  October  31,  1864,  the  right  to  appeal  thereto  in  pend- 
ing cases  being  reserved  by  act  of  July  1, 1864,  for  twelve  months  after 
its  passage. 

The  next  question  requiring  consideration  is,  whether  this  tract, 
being  within  the  out-boundaries  of  the  San  Lorenzo  rancho  at  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  the  act  making  the  grant,  was  excepted  from  the 
operation  of  said  act.  The  particular  question  involved  is  this :  Are 
lands  within  the  granted  limits,  which  were  within  the  boundaries  of  a 
private  land  claim  at  date  of  the  granting  act,  but  which  were  released 
from  such  reservation  at  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road  ex- 
cepted from  the  grant! 

My  predecessor's  answer,  in  the  case  of  Central  Pacific  Company  (2 
L.  D.,  477),  was  in  the  negative;  but  as  its  correctness  is  denied  by  the 
appellant,  I  will  re-examine  the  question.  I  know  of  but  two  cases  in 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  which  are  supposed  to  answer  it 
in  the  affirmative,  namely,  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  Bail- 
road  Co.  V.  United  States  (92  U.  S.,  733)  and  Newhall  v.  Sanger  (92  U- 
S.,  761).  But,  upon  examination  of  these  cases,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
they  do  not  so  answer  it. 

In  the  former  case,  the  court  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  granting  act 
contained  no  provision  looking  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title 
to  the  lands  in  controversy,  which  had  by  treaty  been  reserved  to  the 
Osage  Indians  "  so  long  as  they  may  choose  to  occupy  the  same,"  and 
that  there  had  been  no  action'  looking  to  such  extinguishment  at  date 
of  the  grant;  and  they  held  that,  regarding  the  intent  of  Congress  as 
doubtful  for  tbis  cause,  the  grant  must  be  construed  against  the  com- 
pany, and  as  not  passing  title  to  the  lands  within  the  reservation  at  its 
date;  but  that  in  fact  the  proviso  to  the  act,  excepting  from  its  opera- 
tion "  all  lands  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States,"  removed  all 
doubt,  and  made  plain  the  intention  of  Congress  not  to  grant  them. 
Now,  the  Pacific  Railroad  grant  does  not  contain  the  proviso  just  re- 
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ferred  to,  and,  furthermore,  at  date  of  its  passage  the  act  of  March  3, 
1851,  providing  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
California,  was  in  existence  and  in  operation,  and  it  was  within  the 
power  of  the  government  to  determine  the  number  and  extent  of  such 
claims  at  any  time.  Wherefore  the  controlling  facts  in  that  case  are 
not  present  in  the  case  before  me,  and  for  said  reason  I  cannot  regard 
that  decision  as  governing  it. 

In  this  case  of  Kewhall  v.  Sanger,  the  decision  was  that  certain  lands, 
which  were  covered  by  a  fradulent  Mexican  claim  at  date  of  a  certain 
withdrawal  for  railroad  purposes  did  not  pass  to  the  company.  But,  in 
their  concluding  remarks,  the  court  said :  ^^As  the  premises  in  contro- 
versy were  not  public  lands  either  at  date  of  the  grant  or  of  their  with- 
drawal, it  follows  that  they  did  not  pass  to  the  railroad  company." 
This  remark  has  been  by  some  construed  to  mean  that  as  the  lands 
were  not  public  at  date  of  the  grant  they  did  not  pass  to  the  comp&ny, 
whether  or  not  they  were  public  at  date  of  the  withdrawal.  Without 
stopping  to  show  why  this  view  is  palpably  erroneous,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  the  court  themselves  have  otherwise  expounded  their  remark. 
In  Eyan  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (5  Sawyer,  260),  the  circuit  court 
said  that  there  was  no  doubt,  under  the  decision  in  Newhall  v.  Sanger, 
^'  that  the  lands  in  that  case  would  have  passed  to  the  railroad  company 
if  the  Mokelumne  grant  had  been  finally  rejected  before  the  line  of  the 
road  had  become  definitely  fixed."  This  last  case  came  in  due  time  be- 
fore the  supreme  court  (99  U.  S.,  382),  and  they  expressly  affirmed  the 
circuit  court's  construction  ;  of  the  decision  in  Kewhall  v.  Sanger  they 
said  :  <^  It  was  admitted  by  clear  implication  that  if  the  lands  had  been 
thus  disembarrassed  at  date  of  the  grant,  or  their  withdrawal  from  sale, 
the  elder  patent  would  have  been  •  valid."  See,  also,  the  case  of  United 
States  V.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  (11  Fed.  Rep.,  449)  to  the  same  effect. 
It  is  apparent,  then,  not  only  that  these  four  last-mentioned  cases  do 
not  answer  the  question  in  the  affirmative,  but  that  they  answer  it  in 
the  negative. 

What  the  court  actually  ruled  in  Newhall  v.  Sanger,  in  reference  to 
the  question  as  to  the  date  at  which  the  grant  took  effect,  is  evident 
from  their  construction  of  that  decision  in  the  case  of  Huff  v.  Doyle  (93 
U.  8.,  688).  Therein  they  held  that  land  selected  by  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, under  the  school-land  grant,  while  within  the  out  boundaries  of 
a  private  claim,  but  notified  to  the  Land  Department  after  segregation 
by  survey,  passed  to  the  State  under  the  grant;  and  they  said :  "  There 
is  in  what  we  have  here  said  no  conflict  with  the  principles  laid  down 
in  Newhall  v.  Sanger,  (92  U.  S.,  761).  In  that  case  the  claim  under  the 
Mexican  grant  called  Moquelamos  was  still  in  litigation  tchen  the  road 
of  the  company  was  located^  and  when  the  lands  were  withdrawn  from 
public  sale.  These  lands  were  not  then  public  lands  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  grant  under  which  the  corporation  claimed."  From  this  it  is 
clear  that  that  decision  is  to  be  regarded  as  holding  that  the  grant  took 
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effect  upoD  lands  which  were  public  at  date  of  the  location  and  with- 
drawal. 

Whenever  the  Pacific  Kailroad  act  has  been  before  the  supreme  court, 
and  this  question  has  arisen,  they  have  fixed  the  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion as  that  which  determined  whether  there  were  reservations  or  ap- 
propriations excepting  lands  from  the  grant.  In  Railway  Co.  v.  Bail- 
way  Co.  (97  tr.  S.,  491)  they  say :  "As  to  the  intent  of  Congress  in  the 
grant  to  the  plaintiff,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  It  was  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  the  road  by  a  gift  of  lands  along  its  route,  with- 
out reservation  of  right  except  nuch  clb  were  specifically  mentioned.  The 
grant  was  made  in  the  nature  of  a  float,  and  the  reservations  excluded 
only  specific  tracts  to  which  certain  interests  had  attached  before  the 
grant  became  definite.^  In  Wood  v.  Railroad  Co.  (104  U.  S.,  329)  the 
court  said:  '^The  line  of  the  defendant's  road  was  definitely  located  in 

June,  1865, and  so  much  of  it  as  has  not  been  previously 

sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  or  to  which  a  pre-emption  or 
homestead  claim  had  not  attached,  was  thus  appropriated  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  grant.''  In  Railway  Co.  v.  Dunmeyer  (113  U.  S.,  629) 
they  said :  "In  the  third  section,  or  granting  clause,  there  are  excepted 
from  the  grant  all  lands  which  at  the  time  the  definite  location  is  fixed  had 
been  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  and  to  which  a  pre-emp- 
tion or  homestead  claim  had  attached When  the  line  was 

fixed,  then  the  cj*iterion  was  established  by  which  the  lands  to  which 

the  road  had  a  right  were  to  be  determined This  filing  of 

the  map  of  definite  location  furnished  the  means  of  determining  what 
lands  had  previously  to  that  m^oment  been  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and  to  which  a  pre-emption  or  home- 
stead claim  had  not  attached In  regard  to  all  such  sections, 

they  were  not  granted.  The  express  and  unequivocal  language  of  the 
statute  is  that  the  odd  sections  not  in  this  condition  are  granted.^ 

I  think  that  the  court  could  hardly  use  language  more  specific  than 
the  foregoing,  in  ruling  that  the  exceptions  and  reservations  from  the 
grant  are  such  as  are  found  to  exist  at  the  date  of  definite  location. 
And  that  this  is  the  necessary  conclusion  from  the  act  is  evident  from 
its  language,  which,  in  my  judgment,  was  intended  to  grant  the  alter- 
nate sections  which  were  public  lauds  when  the  line  of  the  road  was  defi- 
nitely fixed,  and  not  then  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  aiid 
to  which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  may  not  then  have  attached. 
The  grant  of  a  certain  number  of  odd  sections  per  mile,  to  be  designated 
by  a  subsequent  location  of  the  road,  vested  in  the  company  a  present 
interest  in  the  quantity  of  land  specified  (Rutherford  v,  Greene,  (2  Wheat., 
196);  Fremont  v.  United  States,  (17  How.,  559);  Ilornsby  v.  United 
States,  (10  Wall.,  244);  and  as  to  particular  tracts  it  was  a  float,  and 
vested  no  title  in  them,  until  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road, 
Railroad  Co.  v,  Fremont  County,  (9  Wall.,  89);  Leavenworth,  Lawrence 

and  Galveston  R.  R.  Co.  v.  United  States,  (92  U.  S.,  741);  Railway  Co. 
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t?.  Kail  way  Co.,  (97  U.  S.,  491) ;  but  when  so  vested,  the  title  to  the  par- 
ticular tracts  took  effect,  under  the  doctrine  of  relation,  as  of  the  date 
of  the  grant,  only  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  intervening  claims,  Leav- 
enworth, Lawrence  and  Galveston  E.  B.  v.  United  States  {supra);  Bail- 
way  Co.  V.  Bailway  Co.,  (supra);  Van  Wyck  v,  Knevals  (106  U.  S.,  360); 
Bailroad  Co.  v.  Barney  (113  U.  S.,  618).  This  being  the  language,  in- 
tention, and  legal  effect  of  the  Pacific  Bailroad  act,  it  follows  that  the 
grant  took  effect  on  lands  which  were  public  at  the  date  of  defiuite  lo- 
cation, notwithstanding  they  may  have  been  within  the  out-boundaries 
of  a  private  land  claim  at  the  date  of  the  grant. 

The  remaining  question  for  consideration,  in  the  case  before  me,  con- 
cerns the  date  when  the  line  of  the  Western  Pacific  road  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  <<  definitely  fixed."  There  are  four  dates  to  be  selected  from, 
as  the  record  indicates,  namely,  that  of  filing  the  map  of  the  entire 
and  completed  road,  that  of  filing  the  map  of  the  general  route,  that 
of  surveying  the  line  in  the  field,  and  that  of  acceptance  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  maps  showing  the  completed  sections  of  road.  These  I  will 
consider  in  their  order. 

February  1, 1870,  is  the  date  upon  which  a  so-called  map  of  definite 
location  was  filed  in  the  Land  Department,  and  it  was  subsequently  to 
the  construction  and  the  acceptance  by  the  President  of  the  entire  line. 
This  date  is  offered  as  that  upon  which  title  passed  to  the  company. 
The  granting  act  does  not  in  terms  require  that  a  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion shall  be  filed;  it  provides  that  title  in  the  granted  sections  shall 
vest  when  the  road  is  "  definitely  fixed ;"  and  to  hold  that  it  does  not 
vest  until  a  certain  map  is  filed,  though  this  be  not  filed  for  days  or 
years  after  the  road  is  completed  and  accepted  by  the  President,  would 
be  unreasonable.  In  all  the  railroad-granting  acts  which  contemplate 
a  map  of  definite  location,  it  is  plainly  a  map  which  was  to  be  filed 
prior  to  the  construction  and  acceptance  of  the  entire  line  that  was  in 
the  mind  of  Congress.  In  this  manner  the  company  might  anticipate 
the  time  of  actual  construction,  and  check  further  appropriation  of  the 
land.  When  the  road  was  actually  constructed  and  approved,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  act,  the  granted  lands  were  legally  earned  and  the  com- 
pany entitled  to  patent  for  them ;  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  hold  that 
title  to  them  could  not  vest  until  some  subsequent  period,  and  by  the 
mere  filing  of  a  map  called  ^^  a  map  of  definite  location." 

December  8,  1864,  the  day  upon  which  the  map  of  general  route  was 
filed  in  the  General  Land  Office,  is  offered  as  the  date  when  the  line 
was  definitely  fixed.  If  this  map  was  filed  as  the  map  of  ''  general 
route" — and  the  records  show  clearly  that  it  was  so  regarded  by  all 
parties  when  it  was  filed — then  it  cannot  be  the  map  of  <^  definite  loca- 
tion." Section  7  of  the  granting  act  distinguishes  between  general 
route  and  definite  location,  and  the  supreme  court  have,  in  Bailway  Co. 
V.  Dunmeyer  (113  U.  S.,  636),  distinguished  between  the  two  maps  and 
ascribed  to  each  a  different  purpose  and  value.  It  has  been  supposed 
by  some  that  the  last-named  case  is  inconsistent  with  the  case  of  New- 
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hall  V.  Sanger  (92  U.  S.,  761),  which  ruled  that  title  there  did  not  pass 
becaase  the  land  was  appropriated  on  January  31, 1865,  by  a  withdrawal 
made  upon  the  map  of  general  route;  but  an  examination  of  the  records 
of  the  court  discloses  the  fact  that  the  pleadings  and  arguments  before 
the  court  treated  the  map  of  general  route  as  the  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion, and  conceded  that  the  road  was  definitely  fixed  prior  to  said  with- 
drawal. Wherefore  the  case  of  Newhall  v,  Sanger  cannot  be  regarded 
as  ruling  that  title  in  the  company  vested  on  filing  the  map  of  general 
route.  Another  ground,  however,  is  urged  in  favor  of  this  date,  to  wit, 
that  the  road  was  afterwards  built  substantially  on  the  line  of  the  map 
of  general  route,  and,  as  no  other  map  was  filed  prior  to  actual  con- 
struction, this  must  be  regarded  as  the  map  of  definite  location.  Con- 
ceding the  alleged  facts,  it  must  be  apparent  that,  as  the  map  was  orig- 
inally a  map  of  general  route,  it  must  be  shown  that  it  was  afterwards 
offered  by  the  company  and  accepted  by  the  Laud  Department  as  a 
map  definitely  locating  the  line  in  order  that  it  may  be  so  regarded. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  record  indicating  that  such  a  disposition  of  it 
was  made,  or  that  the  company  ever  regarded  itself  as  bound  by  it  oth- 
erwise than  as  a  map  of  general  route.  The  question  of  the  kind  of  map 
filed  is  one  of  fact  and  not  of  law,  and  there  are  no  facts  before  me  war- 
ranting me  in  finding  that  the  map  of  definite  location  of  the  Western 
Pacific  Company  was  filed  on  December  8,  1864. 

The  dates  of  actual  survey  in  the  field,  iu  1866  and  1868,  are  also  of- 
fered as  the  dates  when  the  line  of  the  road  was  definitely  fixed.  Such 
was  the  early  ruling  of  the  Land  Department  (1  C.  L.  L.,  361),  but  it 
was  changed  by  the  decision  in  Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals^l06  U.  S.,  360), 
which  held  that  the  route  of  a  road  is  to  be  regarded  as  "definitely 
fixed''  when  it  ceases  to  be  the  subject  of  change  by  reason  of  the  com- 
pany's filing  a  map  finally  indicating  it.  This  ruling  has  been  affirmed 
by  the  Court  in  several  succeeding  cases,  namely,  in  Railroad  Co.  v. 
Herring  (110  U.  S.,  27),  Waldeu  v.  Knevals  (114  U;  S.,  373),  and  Rail- 
way Co.  V.  Dunmeyer  (113  U.  S.,  629).  In  the  last-named  case,  which 
involved  the  Pacific  Railroad  grant,  the  court  expressly  say :  "  We  are 
of  opinion  that  under  this  grant,  as  under  many  other  grants  containing 
the  same  words,  or  words  to  the  same  purport,  the  act  which  fixes  the 
time  of  definite  location  is  the  act  of  filing  the  map  or  plat  of  the  line  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office."  So  long  as 
this  ruling  stands  the  Land  Department  is  bound  by  it,  and  must  refuse 
to  find  that  the  road  was  definitely  fixed  at  date  of  survey  in  the  field. 

The  fourth  and  last  date  suggested  is  that  on  which  the  President 
accepted  the  map  of  the  constructed  road,  and  this,  iu  my  judgment, 
must  in  this  case  be  taken  as  the  date  when  the  company's  title  to  the 
granted  sections  vested.  The  ground  upon  which  the  supreme  court 
has  determined  that  the  date  of  filing  the  map  for  that  purpose  is  the 
date  of  definite  location  is  '^  the  necessity  of  having  certainty  in  the  act 
fixing  this  time."  When  certainty  as  to  the  line  of  the  road  is  attained 
by  an  approved  map  filed  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  line  as  finally 
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fixed,  it  is  evident  that  the  ruling  of  the  court  is  satisfied,  whether  or 
not  the  map  be  technically  designated  a  map  of  definite  location.  It  is 
the  fact  that  the  line  is  thas  definitely  fixed  for  the  first  time,  and  not 
the  name  by  which  the  map  definitely  fixing  it  may  be  known,  that 
constitutes  the  certainty ;  and  from  that  instant,  in  contemplation  of 
the  granting  act,  title  to  the  granted  sections  vests  in  the  company. 
Now,  the  Western  Pacific  road  did  uDt  tile  the  usual  map  of  definite  lo- 
cation prior  to  construction,  and  the  first  date  upon  which  the  line  of 
the  road  appears  to  be  fixed  with  certainty  is  that  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent accepted  the  maps  of  the  constructed  road.  By  said  acceptance, 
there  is  no  doubt,  the  road  became  definitely  fixed,  and  hence  said  dates 
must  be  taken  as  the  dates  when  title  to  the  granted  lands  vested  in  the 
company. 

In  the  case  of  the  Western  Pacific  Company  there  were  four  such 
dates,  on  which  the  President  accepted  the  four  completed  sections  of 
the  road  between  San  Jose  and  Sacramento.  The  last  of  said  sections, 
to  wit,  20.16  miles,  was  accepted  on  January  21, 1870,  and  it  is  opposite 
to  this  section  of  the  road  and  within  the  granted  limits  that  the  land 
herein  in  controversy  lies.  From  what  has  heretofore  been  said,  it  is 
clear  that  this  tract  had  been  segregated  from  the  Rancho  San  Lorenzo, 
and  was  public  land  at  the  time  the  line  of  the  Western  Pacific  road  was 
definitely  fixed,  and  that  consequently  it  passed  to  said  company  and 
its  successors  under  the  grant. 

Your  predecessor's  decision  is  affirmed. 


railroad  grant—indemnity  selection 
Wisconsin  R.  R.  Farm  Mortgage  Land  Co. 

UDder  a  grant  of  lands  to  a  State  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  internal  improvement,  the 
application  of  the  lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  to  the  trust,  rest>s  in  the 
good  faith  of  the  State,  and  in  the  absence  of  statutory  authority,  the  Depart- 
ment cannot  control  the  discration  of  the  State  in  the  disposal  of  said  lands. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  legishitive  or  judicial  proceeding  to  enforce  a  forfeiture 
of  the  grant  under  which  this  company  claims,  hence  the  lands  therein  granted 
have  not  reverted  to  the  United  States,  though  the  road  was  not  constructed 
within  the  period  prescribed. 

The  right  of  this  company  as  the  legal  snocessor  to  all  'the  benefits  acquired  by  the 
State  under  the  original  grant,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  was  recognized  in  a 
decision  of  a  federal  court  having  full  jurisdiction  of  the  question,  and  such  de- 
cision will  be  accepted  as  authoritative,  and  warranting  the  adherence  of  the  De- 
partment to  its  former  like  determination. 

It  IB  accordingly  held,  in  the  absence  of  statutory  direction  requiring  the  application 
of  the  co-terminous  principle,  that  for  lands  lost  in  place,  opposite  the  southern 
part  of  the  road,  constructed  within  the  time  specified  in  the  original  grant,  the 
State  is  entitled  on  behalf  of  the  company  to  select  and  receive  lieu  lands  from 
the  indemnity  limits  in  the  northern  half  of  said  grant. 

As  in  the  construction  of  a  statute  the  obvious  purpose  thereof  should  not  be  defeated 
by  literal  interpretation,  the  word  ^^  and  "  is  construed  ''  or.'' 
2278  DEC 6 
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OPINION. 

Mr.  Vivian  Brent,  of  the  Assvitant  Attorney- GeneraVs  Office,  to  Secre- 
tary Lamar,  August  13,  1886. 

By  your  reference,  I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  State  of  Wis- 
cousin  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  LandOffice 
of  May  27,  1886,  refusing  its  application  to  have  certified  to  it,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Wisconsin  Railroad  Farm  Mortgage  Land  Company,  cer- 
tain indemnity  lands  selerted  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1856  (11  Stat., 
10),  and  holding  said  selections  for  cancellation. 

That  act  of  Congress  granted  to  the  State,  "  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Madison  or  Columbus  by  way  of 

Portage  City  to  the  St.  Croix  river thence  to  the  west  end  of 

Lake  Superior  and  to  Bayfield,"  every  alternate  (odd  numbered)  sec- 
tion to  the  width  of  six  sections  on  each  side  of  said  road.  In  case  of 
loss  of  any  of  said  granted  lands,  the  State  was  authorized  to  select, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  luterior,  land  sufficient 
to  make  up  said  losses  *'from  the  lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to 
the  tier  of  sections  above  specified,"  and  within  fifteen  miles  from  the 
line  of  said  road.  Said  lands  were  to  be  held  by  the  State  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  grant.  One  hundred  and  twenty  sections  included  in  a 
continuous  line  of  twenty  miles  of  the  roa4l  could  be  sold,  and  there- 
after on  the  completion  of  twenty  miles  of  the  road  then  a  like  quantity 
of  land  might  be  sold,  with  the  approval  of  the  SeiTetaryof  the  luterior  ; 
and  so  on,  until  the  completion  of  the  whole  road.  But  it  was  declared 
that, if  said  road  was'* not  completed  within  ten  years,  no  further  sales 
shall  be  made  and  the  land  unsold  shall  revert  to  the  United  States." 

The  State  accepted  the  grant  and  in  October  of  the  same  year  con- 
ferred the  whole,  with  right  to  build  the  entire  line  of  road,  upon  the 
Milwaukee  and  La  Crosse  Railroad  Company,  making  Madison  the 
initial  point  of  the  road.  The  company  accepted  the  grant,  and,  in 
order  to  raise  money  to  build  with,  issued  bonds,  secured  by  mortgage, 
upon  its  franchises  and  the  lands  to  which  it  would  be  entitled,  and 
commenced  the  construction  of  the  road,  beginning  at  Portage  and  work- 
ing westward  towards  the  St.  Croix  river  via  Toraah.  On  March  6, 1857, 
with  the  approval  of  the  State,  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Company 
transferred  to  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior  Railroad  Company  the 
right  to  build  that  portion  of  the  road  running  northward  from  the  St. 
Croix  river  to  Lake  Superior  and  Bayfield,  assigning  also  the  right  to 
that  portion  of  the  Congressional  grant  applicable  to  the  same.  But 
in  the  contract  between  the  two  companies  the  right  of  the  La  Crosse 
and  Milwaukee  Company  to  select  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits 
of  the  other  company  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  for  lands  lost  be- 
tween Madison  and  the  St.  Croix  river,  was  not  surrendered  or  released, 
but  expressly  reserved  to  the  first  named  company. 

The  maps  of  definite  location  of  the  entire  route  from  Madison   to 
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Lake  Superior  were  filed  at  different  times  prior  to  July  17,  1858, 
and  in  tlie  spring  preceding  the  road  between  Portage  and  Tornah: — 
sixty -one  miles — was  completed  and  has  been  in  use  ever  since.  It  is 
with  this  sixty  one  miles  of  completed  road  and  the  right  to  select  indem- 
nity lands  for  it  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river  for  those  lost  along  its 
line  that  we  are  concerned. 

The  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Company,  having  made  default  in  the 
payment  of  its  bonds,  the  mortgage  to  secure  the  same  was  foreclosed 
in  the  United  States  circuit  court,  the  mortgaged  property — including 
the  interest  of  the  company  in  the  Congressional  grant — was  sold  and 
deeded  by  the  marshal  to  Wallace  and  White,  who,  on  May  5,  1863, 
conveyed  the  same  to  the  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
who  thus  became  owner  of  the  sixty  one  miles  of  completed  road  from 
Portage  to  Tomah  and  of  the  claim  for  lands  earned  by  the  construc- 
tion thereoi. 

At  this  time,  with  the  approval  of  the  State,  the  entire  line  of  the 
road  from  Madison  and  Columbus  via  the  St.  Croix  river  to  Lake  Su- 
perior and  Bayfield  had  been  allotted  to  and  the  grant  of  lauds  appli- 
cable thereto  had  become  vested  in  several  different  companies  for  the 
construction  of  the  specified  portions  of  the  routes,  as  follows,  viz : 
that  portion  from  Madison  to  Portage  to  the  Sugar  River  Valley  Rail- 
road Company  (afterwards  the  Madison  and  Portage);  that  portion 
from  Portage  to  Tomah  to  the  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  (by  purchase) ; 
that  portion  from  Tomah  to  the  St.  Croix  river  to  a  company  of  that  name 
(afterwards  the  West  Wisconsin  Company);  that  portion  from  the  St. 
Croix  river  to  Lake  Superior  and  Bayfield  to  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake 
Superior  Company.  This  latter  grant  being  subject  to  the  reservation 
of  the  right  of  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Company  to  select  indem- 
nity lands  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river;  but  with  exception  of  said 
sixty-one  miles  no  part  of  said  roads  had  been  constructed.  Matters 
were  in  this  condition  when  Congress  passed  the  act  of  May  5,  1864 
(13  Stat.,  6G).  The  bill  a>s  originally  reported  from  committee  to  and 
passed  by  the  Senate  made  the  grant  direct  to  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Tomah  and  St.  Croix  Railroad  Companies,  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  their  respective  roads.  In  the  House  the  bill  was 
so  amended  as  to  conform  to  the  act  of  185G,  making  the  grant  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  and  as  amended  became  a  law. 

This  act  did  not  provide  for  the  construction  of  one  continuous  line  of 
road,  as  did  the  act  of  1856,  from  Madison  via  the  St.  Croix  river  to 
Lake  Superior,  but  by  the  flist  section  provided  for  the  construction  of 
a  road  from  the  St.  Croix  river  northward  to  Lake  Superior  and  Bay- 
field, and  by  its  second  section  for  a  road  from  Tomah  to  the  St.  Croix 
river.  The  two  sections  are  almost  identical  in  language,  and  give  in 
aid  of  each  road  the  odd  numbered  sections  to  the  width  of  ten  sections 
ou  each  side  of  each  road,  '^deducting  any  and  all  lands  that  may  have 
been  granted  for  the  same  purpose  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  3, 1866, 
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upon  the  same  terras  and  conditions  as  in  said  act.'-  The  indemnity 
limits  were  increased  to  twenty  miles  and  said  lands  were  to  be  se- 
lected in  the  same  way  as  in  the  first  act.  It  was  also  provided  said  se- 
lections shonid  not  be  made  *'  in  lieu  of  lands  received  under  the  said 
grant  of  June  3,  1856;  but  such  selection  and  location  may  be  made 
for  the  benefit  of  said  State  and  for  the  ]>urpose  aforesaid,  to  supply 
any  deficiency  under  said  grant  of  June  3,  1856,  should  any  deficiency 
exist."  By  the  fifth  section  the  time  **for  the  completion  of  the  said 
roads  in  the  act  aforesaid  of  June  3,  1856,"  was  extended  for  five  years 
thereafter  or  until  May  6,  1869. 

Section  7  provided  that  on  the  completion  of  each  twenty  miles  of 
road,  the  company  entitled  was  to  have  issued  to  it  a  patent  for  the 
lands  on  each  side  '* coterminous  with  said  completed  section." 

It  is  obvious  tbat  this  act  was  intended  to  be  aud  was  amendatory 
and  su]iplementary  to  that  of  1856.  In  no  respect  does  it  seek  to  re- 
peal or  restrict  that  act.  Nor  does  it  make  a  new  grant;  but  recog- 
niziug  and  approving  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  State,  which  had 
brought  about  the  existing  condition  of  affairs,  destroys  for  the  future 
the  continuity  of  the  one  road  permitted  by  the  former  grant,  by  divid- 
ing the  whole  line  into  three  parts;  making  the  coterminous  principle 
applicable  to  the  two  unconstructed  parts,  and  giviug  an  additional 
grant  of  laud,  but  not  legislating  as  to  the  third  or  constructed  part. 
But  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  from  which  any  inference  can  properly 
be  drawn  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  in  an}'  way  to  impinge 
upon  or  iin])air  rights  acquired  or  vested  under  the  former  grant  Weie 
such  intention  obvious,  it  could  avail  nothing,  as  Congress  is  powerless 
to  accomi)lish  such  ])urpose. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  there  is  no  mention  in  said  act  of  the  road 
south  and  east  of  Tomah ;  the  provision  therein  made  applying  to  the 
future  construction  of  the  road  from  Tomah  westward.  Congress  un- 
questionably was  aware  of  the  construction  of  the  sixty-one  miles  of 
the  road  from  Portage  and  Tomah,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1856,  and  deemed  properly  that  no  further  legislation  was  necessary  on 
the  subject.  The  road  had  been  built,  the  lands  earned  and  nothing 
remained  to  be  done  to  enable  the  beneficiaries  of  the  grant  to  enjoy 
its  full  fruition,  but  the  selection,  approval  and  certification  of  the 
lands. 

On  March  20,  1865,  the  State  formerly  accepted  the  grant  of  1864, 
and  the  benefits  of  the  same  were  conferred  upon  the  companies  then 
in  control  of  said  two  lines,  viz:  the  Tomah  and  St.  Croix,  and  the  St. 
Croix  and  Lake  Superior. 

In  1856,  shortly  after  the  State  had  conferred  upon  it  the  whole  Con- 
gressional grant,  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Company  induced  per. 
sons  living  along  the  line  of  its  proposed  route  to  aid  in  its  construc- 
tion, by  giving  negotiable  notes,  secured  by  mortgages  upon  their  farms. 
Money  was  raised  on  those  notes  by  the  company  and  used  in  great 
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part  in  the  construction  of  its  road  between  Portage  and  Tomah.  When 
the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Company  failed,  said  mortgages  were 
foreclosed  by  the  holders  of  the  notes,  and  the  property  of  the  mortga- 
gors sold,  entailing  great  loss  and  hardship  upon  them. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  on  March  6, 1868,  the  State  Legislature  incor- 
porated the  Wisconsin  Eailroad  Farm  Mortgage  Laud  Company,  on 
which  was  conferred  the  benefit  of  the  land  grant  for  the  construction 
of  the  road  from  Portage  to  Tomah.  Said  act  recited  tbat  the  Milwau- 
kee and  St.  Paul  Company,  as  successor  of  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwau- 
kee and  owner  of  said  road  assented  to  the  transfer,  in  consideration  of 
which  assent  the  State  released  said  com)>any  from  taxation  upon  its 
traflSc.  Afterwards  the  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Company  in  due  form 
assigned  all  its  right  and  interest  in  and  to  said  lands  to  the  Mortgage 
Company. 

There  was  subsequent  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  confirm 
as  far  as  possible  the  right  to  the  lands  in  question  in  the  Mortgage 
Company,  notably  in  the  act  of  March  23, 1872,  which  declares  said 
company  to  be  the  legal  successor  of  the  State  under  the  act  of  1856, 
as  to  said  lands,  and  also  the  successor  of  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee 
Company  as  to  the  right  reserved,  in  its  contract  of  March  10,  1857, 
with  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior  Company,  to  take  indemnity 
lands  north  of  the  St.  Croix  riv^er.  And  the  governor  was  directed  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  said  contract  and  convey  to  the  Mortgage 
Company  such  lands  as  it  might  be  entitled  to. 

On  Julj  27,  1868,  Congress  passed  an  act  (15  Stats.,  238),  authoriz- 
ing the  State  of  Wisconsin  "  to  dispose  of  the  lands  granted  and  which 
may  have  enured  and  been  certified  "  to  it  under  the  act  of  1856,  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Madison  or  Columbus  via  Portage 
to  the  St.  Croix  river,  ''for  the  benefit  of"' the  Mortgage  Company, 
"provided,  however,  that  this  act  shall  apply  only  to  such  lands  as 
may  be  due  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  the  portion  of  the  road  already 
completed." 

In  the  course  of  time,  but  not  within  the  period  fixed  by  the  acts  of 
Congress,  the  whole  line  of  the  railroad  was  constructed  as  provided  in 
the  act  of  1856,  from  Madison  or  Columbus  via  Portage  and  the  St. 
Croix  river  to  Lake  Superior  and  Bayfield,  and  all  the  land  in  place  and 
much  in  the  indemnity  limits  along  said  line  has  been  from  time  to  time 
certified  to  the  State  for  the  different  companies  claiming  the  same,  and 
some  of  these  certifications  have  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mortgage 
Company,  but  none  of  the  companies  have  received  the  full  amount  of 
land  to  which  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  grants.  As  to  the  details 
of  these  certifications,  the  number  of  acres  and  location  of  the  lands,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  inquire  at  this  time. 

In  1870  the  Madison  and  Portage  Eailroad  Company  (successor  of  the 
Sugar  River  Valley  Railroad  Company),  having  completed  the  road  be- 
tween Madison  and  Portage,  but  after  the  time  allowed  by  the  act — 
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there  being  no  land  along  the  line  of  their  road  to  satisfy  the  grant — 
•demanded  the  right  to  make  selections  along  the  line  of  the  road  north 
of  the  St.  Oroix  river.    The  Mortgage  Company  also  asserted  a  similar 

«  

claim.  To  enforce  its  said  claim,  in  1874,  the  Madison  and  Portage 
Company  filed  a  bill  in  the  XTuited  States  circuit  court  for  Western 
Wisconsin  against  the  North  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company,  the  Mort- 
gage Coiupauy  and  the  West  Wisconsin  Company,  all  claiming  a  right 
to  said  lands  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river.  The  West  Wisconsin  and 
the  Mortgage  Company  answered  and  filed  cross  bills  and  the  North 
Wisconsin  and  others  answered.  The  case  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Harlan,  of  the  United  States  supreme  court,  Judge  Drummond  of  that 
circuit  and  Judge  Bunn,  district  judge.  After  elaborate  argument  and 
a  patient  investigation  this  tribunal  rendered  a  decision,  dismissing  the 
claimant's  bill  and  the  cross  bill  of  the  West  Wisconsin  Company,  but 
sustaining  fully  the  right  of  the  Mortgage  Company  to  select  lands  ac- 
cording to  its  claim  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  within  the  indemnity 
limits  of  the  act  of  1856.  A  Master  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  de- 
ficiency due  the  Mortgage  Company  and  to  satisfy  the  same,  if  possible, 
without  disturbing  selections  already  made  by  the  North  Wisconsin  for 
road  constructed. 

From  this  decision  no  apf>ealwas  prosecuted  and  it  became  final.  The 
port  of  the  special  master,  8i>ecifving  the  tracts  selected  by  him,  was  re- 
subsequently  made  and  ai)proved,  and  the  lands  so  selected  were  pat- 
ented by  the  State  to  the  Mortgage  Company,  which  in  turn  sold  them 
to  a  large  number  of  settlers.  These  lands  so  selected  and  patented 
were  indue  form  selei^ted  by  the  State's  agent,  and  lists  of  the  same 
sent  by  the  governor  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OflSce 
for  certification  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  approval.  And  it 
is  on  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  refusing  to  certify 
said  lists  and  holding  the  same  for  cancellation  that  the  case  is  now  be- 
fore vou. 

ft/ 

Said  decision  seems  to  be  based  upon  two  principal  objections:  (I) 
That  the  proposed  action  of  the  State  in  disposii;gof  the  lands  selected 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Mortgage  Company  would  be  a  diversion  of  the 
same  from  the  purpose  for  which  granted — an  illegal  act  which  the  Com- 
missioner is  unwilling  to  countenance  or  aid;  or  (2)  if  not  such  diver- 
sion, then  the  Mortgage  Company  is  only  entitled  to  such  lands  as,  be- 
ing coterminous  with  the  line  of  the  road  between  Portage  and  Tomah, 
*'may  have  enured  and  been  certified "  to  the  State  under  the  act  of 
1856,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1868  (15  Stat.,  23). 

It  would  seem,  upon  reading  it,  that  the  opinion  delivered  by  Judge 
Harlan  had  x)assed  upon  and  decided  both  of  the  said  questions  ad- 
versely to  the  views  expressed  by  the  Commissioner.  That  case,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  was  instituted  to  determine  the  right  to  make  se- 
lections for  the  benefit  of  the  Mortgage  Company  within  the  indemnity 
limits  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  and  to  determine  any  right  as  to  se- 
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lectious  already  made  and  certified.    The  court,  after  discussing  and 

showing  the  right  and  authority  of  the  State  to  confer  such  privilege 

upon  the  Mortgage  Company,  says : 

^'  If  without  the  consent  of  Congress  no  such  claim  was  maintainable 
under  the  act  of  June  <},  1856,  nevertheless,  in  1868,  Congress  authorized 
the  legislature  to  dispose  of  the  lands  granted  and  which  might  have 
accrued  and  been  certified  to  the  Stat«  under  the  act  of  June  3,  1856,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Madison  or  Columbus  via  Por- 
tage to  the  St.  Croix  river  for  the  benefit  of  the  "  Mortgage  Company. 
'*  Congress  and  the  State  seeni  to  have  concurred  in  desiring  to  provide  full 
compensation  in  lands  to  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  for  the  sixty-one 
miles  of  road  constructed  and  in  use  prior  to  1864."  "The  claim  of  the 
Wisconsin  Railroad  Farm  Mortgage  Land  Company  related  to  road  con- 
structed south  of  Tomah  and  neither  tiiatCompan}'  nor  its  predecessor 
were  required  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1864.  That  part  of 
the  line  described  in  the  original  act  wan  not  embraced  by  or  referred  to 
in  that  act,  for  the  reason  doubtless  that  it  had  in  fact  been  constructed 
before  it8  passage.  It  was  therefore  left  under  the  operation  of  the  act 
of  June  3,  1856,  and  even  if  that  act  did  not  require  deficiency  lands  to 
be  selected  upon  the  coterminous  principle,  it  was  competent  for  the 
State,  in  view  of  the  action  of  Congress,  after  accepting  the  act  of  1864  .  . 
...  to  allow  the  Farm  Mortgage  Laud  Company  to  select  the  deficiency 
earned  by  its  predecessors  for  constructed  road  out  of  such  of  the  lands 
north  of  the  St.  Croix  lake  or  river  as  were  embraced  in  the  indemnity 
limits,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  June  3,  1856." 

This  language  shows  plainly  that  the  court  thought  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1868  fully  authorized  the  making  of  selections  north  of  the  St. 
Croix  river  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  Mortgage  Company,  and  that  such 
claim  was  not  to  be  restricted  to  lands  coterminous  with  or  opposite  to 
the  constructed  portion  of  the  road  between  Portage  and  Tomah,  or  to 
lands  that  had  been  certified  to  the  State  prior  to  the  act  of  1868.  All 
these  questions  were  raised  and  discussed,  and  all  the  positions  assumed 
now  were  insisted  ui)on  by  the  adversaries  of  the  Mortgage  Company, 
except  that  there  was  no  contest  as  to  lands  that  had  already  been  cer- 
tified; the  case  relating  wholly  to  selections  to  be  made  in  the  future. 

This  being  so  and  the  court  authorizing  such  selections,  *'in  view  of 
the  act  of  Congress,"  to  be  thereafter  made  north  of  the  St.  Croix  river, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Mortgage  Company,  would  seem  to  be  conclusive 
on  the  subject.  In  the  face  of  this,  to  assert  that  the  act  of  Congress 
was  restricted  to  past  certifications  is  to  stultify  the  court  and  hold  that 
it  did  not  understand  what  it  was  doing. 

It  is  true,  as  stated,  that  the  government  was  no  party  to  those  pro- 
ceedings and  therefore  technically  not  bound  by  them.  In  other 
words,  as  to  the  government,  the  rule  of  res  adjudicata  is  not  applica- 
ble. But  the  decision  was  made  by  a  federal  tribunal,  having  full 
jurisdiction,  presided  over  by  jurists  of  eminent  ability  and  national 
reputation,  who,  in  order  to  have  arrived  at  their  conclusion,  must 
necessarily  have  considered  fully  and  carefully,  and  their  elaborate 
opinion  shows  they  did  so  consider,  the  whole  subject  matter  before 
them  and  all  the  legislation  bearing  upon  it.    When  a  decision  ren- 
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dered  by  such  a  tribanal,  construing  the  very  laws  you  are  called  upon 
to  construe  with  regard  to  the  identical  subject  matter,  and  determin- 
ing the  rights  of  the  same  parties,  who  are  here  asking  to  have  the 
decree  of  that  court,  in  their  behalf,  carried  out,  there  should  be  made 
out  a  remarkable  showing  to  justify  the  refusal  of  this  Department  to 
recognize  that  the  matters  determined  by  the  court  had  passed  in  rem 
adjudicatam.  No  such  showing  is  made  in  this  case,  no  reason  pre- 
sented by  way  of  argument  for  disregarding  the  solemn  judgment  of 
this  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  construing  this  act  when  properly 
before  it,  the  Commissioner  merely  stating,  by  way  of  conclusion,  that 
he  thinks  said  a^t  should  be  diiierently  construed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  said  act  admits  of  but  one  construction,  that  put 
upon  it  by  the  court,  and  any  other  would  make  it  nugatory  and  ab- 
surd. To  hold,  at  this  nay,  that  it  only  authorized  the  State  to  dispose 
of  such  lands  to  the  Moi;tgage  Company  as  having  been  earned,  had 
*'  been  certitied  '■  to  the  State  under  the  act  of  1856,  is  to  put  Congress 
in  the  light  of  doing  a  vain  and  foolish  thing.  For  the  act  of  1856  re- 
quired no  patent  to  issue  to  the  State  for  earned  lands,  and  the  certifi- 
cation and  approval  bj^  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  lists  of 
lands  presented  by  the  State  passed  the  title  out  of  the  government  a^ 
effectually  as  a  patent,  and  there  was  no  authority  in  Congress  therei- 
after  to  legislate  in  relation  to  such  lands. 

To  read  the  statute  literally  it  would  unquestionably  defeat  its  ob- 
vious purpose  as  disclosed  by  the  proviso,  which  should  dominate  the 
whole  act.  But  to  apply  to  it  the  ordinary  rules  of  construction  of 
statutes,  and  either  entirely  eliminate  the  words  ^'  and  certified"  as  sur- 
plusage, or  read  the  "  i^nd ''  "  or"  the  whole  statute  and  every  part  of  it  is 
harmonious,  and  the  purpose  of  Congress  is  plainly  shown  and  easy  to 
be  carried  out,  whilst  to  adopt  the  other  view  would  be  to  make  the  act 
entiiel}'  retrospective  and  operative  only  on  lands  which  had  passed  en- 
tirely out  of  the  control  and  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  I  disagree  with 
the  Commissioner,  and  hold  that  said  act  of  1868  applied  to  all  such 
lands  as  at  that  time  bad  enured  or  been  certified  to  the  State  for 
the  portion  of  the  road  completed  between  Columbus  or  Madison  via 
Portage  to  tl^e  St.  Croix  river. 

Nor  do  I  think  there  is  any  force  in  the  objection  that  the  bestow- 
ment  of  said  lands  upon  the  Mortgage  Company  would  be,  independ- 
ent of  the  act  of  Congress,  a  diversion  from  the  purposes  of  the  grant. 
The  facts  recited  show  that  the  purpose  of  that  portion  of  the  grant 
was  accomplished  in  1858,  when  the  sixty-one  miles  of  road  betwe^a 
Portage  and  Tomah  was  completed.  It  was  through  the  means  and 
aid  of  the  mortgagors  mainly  that  it  was  built  and  their  property  went 
to  pay  for  it.  JSx  a^quo  et  bono  they  were  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
grant,  and  any  court  would  have  so  decreed  in  proceedings  where  the 
matter  was  properly  presented.  I  can  therefore  see  no  immorality  in 
transferring  the  claim  for  said  lands  to  the  Mortgage  Company.     On 
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the  contrary',  I  think  the  HCtion  of  the  authorities  most  commeudable. 
As  I  said  before,  this  qaestiou  too  was  necessarily  considered  and  de- 
cided by  Judge  Harlan  and  bis  associates,  for  it  is  not  conceivable  that 
those  eminent  men  would  have  taken  jurisdiction  of  the  claim  of  the 
Mortgage  Company  if  the  same  was  in  violation  of  either  the  letter  or 
spirit  of  the  acts  of  Congress,  or  was  a  diversion  of  the  grant  from  its 
proper,  to  improper,  illegal,  or  unworthy  pnrposes.  Their  judgment  in 
this  respect  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  The  case  of  the  Chicago,  Milwau- 
kee and  St.  Paul  U.  B.  Co.  v.  United  States  (14  C.  Cls.,  125),  does  not 
aff'ect  this  conclusion.  The  court  there  decided  that  inasuiuch  as  the 
railroad  company  then  (1878)  carrying  mails  over  said  road  had  not  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  the  land  grant,  it  was  not  in  contemplation  of  law  a 
<*  land  grant"  railroad,  and  therefore  the  government  ought  not  to  deduct 
twenty  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due  it  for  carrying  the  mails.  But  said 
court  did  not  decide  that  there  was  an  improper  diversion  of  the  ^rant; 
on  the  contrary,  so  far  as  said  decision  is  applicable  to  the  matters  now. 
under  consideration,  it  recognizes  the  validity  of  the  so-called  diversion, 
and  says  expressly  '^  Congress  having  assented  to  this  diversion  of  the 
trust  property,  the  claimants  also  gave  their  consent,"  etc.  This  de- 
cision was  affirmed  by  the  supreme  court  (104  U.  S.,  687),  but  on  another 
point,  the  court,  saying  that  in  its  view  the  question  whether  the  rail- 
road company  was  a  land  grant  comi)any  was  immaterial,  but  if  it  had 
been  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  claims  would  be  affirmed  on  that 
point,  for  the  reasons  given — that  is,  that  the  supreme  court  would  also 
have  held  that  the  so  called  diversion  was  legal,  '^Congress  having  as- . 
sented"  to  it.  Thus  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  claims  that 
Congress  had  assented  to  the  so-called  diversion,  and  Ihe  dicta  of  the 
supreme  court  to  the  same  effect. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  said,  and  on  a  full  examination  and  careful 
consideration  of  the  whole  case,  I  am  satisfied  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioner in  the  premises  was  erroneous,  and  advise  the  reversal  of  the 
8ame,  and  recommend  that  you  cause  the  said  selections  to  be  examined, 
and  such  as  said  Mortgage  Company,  under  the  views  herein  expressed, 
may  be  eutitletl  to  and  which  have  been  properly  made  from  the  lands 
of  the  CTiiited  States  nearest  the  tiers  of  sections  of  granted  lands  along 
the  line  of  the  road  north  of  the  St.  Croix  Biver,  you  will  direct  to  be 
certified  to  you  for  approval. 

DECISION. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks  August  20,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  from  your 
decision  of  May  27, 1886,  rejecting  its  application  for  certification  of 
certain  indemnity  lands  selected  for  the  Wisconsin  Bailroad  Farm 
Mortgage  Company. 

This  claim  rests  on  a  grant  of  land  by  Congress  to  said  State  on  the 
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3d  day  of  June,  1856,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from 
Madison  or  Columbus,  by  way  of  Portage  City  to  the  St.  Croix  River 
or  Lake,  between  townships  25  and  31,  and  from  thence  to  the  south- 
west end  of  Lake  Superior,  and  to  Bayfield.  The  grant  was  of  every 
alternate  section  of  laud  designated  by  odd  numbers  for  six  sections  in 
width  on  each  side  of  said  road.  It  was  therein  further  provided  that 
if  upon  the  definite  location  of  the  road  the  land  so  granted  had  been 
disposed  of  by  government  sale  or  by  pre-emption,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  agents  of  the  State  to  select,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  indemnity  therefor  from  the  "  lands  of  the  United 
States  nearest  to  the  tier  of  sections  above  specified,  and  not  farther 
than  fifteen  miles  from  the  line  of  the  road."  It  was  also  provided  that 
the  land  should  be  held  and  sold  by  the  State  for  the  use  and  purpose 
of  securing  the  construction  of  said  railroa<l,  and  if  the  road  was  not 
completed  within  ten  years  the  lands  unsold  should  revert  to  the  United 
States. 

The  grant  was  accepted  by  the  legislature  of  Wisconsin,  October  8, 
1856,  and  on  the  11th  thereof  said  legislature  conferred  the  grant  in  its 
entirety  on  the  La  Crosse  and  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company,  which 
Company  accepted  the  grant  the  same  day. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  administration  of  this  grant  by  the  State 
are  voluminous  and  complicated;  but  your  statement  of  them  is  so  full 
and  clear  as  to  render  the  issues  involved  distinct  and  intelligible.  It 
appears  from  your  said  statement  that  sixty-one  miles  of  this  road  situ- 
ate between  Portage  and  Tomah  were  completed  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute  of  1856 — that  another  portion  between  Tomah 
and  the  St.  Croix  Kiver  or  Lake  was  completed  within  the  extended 
period  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  5,  1864  (13  Stat.  66) 
and  that  the  remaining  portions  of  the  road  have  been  completed  but 
not  within  the  time  prescribed  by  either  of  these  statutes.  It  further 
appears  from  your  statement  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  lands  in 
place  along  the  sixty  one  miles  of  road  between  Portage  and  Tomah, 
which  piece  of  the  road  had  been  completed  in  full  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1856;  and  that  in  satisfaction  of  such  deficiency 
a  duly  appointed  agent  of  the  State  had,  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
1882,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1883,  respectively,  selected  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  Wisconsin  Railroad  Farm  Mortgage  Land  Company 
other  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  of  1856,  but  north 
of  the  St.  Croix  River  or  Lake. 

By  letter,  dated  November  28, 1885,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  the  governor  of  Wisconsin  requested  my  approval  of  said 
selections.  Upon  my  reference  of  said  letter  to  you  for  action  pursuant 
to  the  practice  of  the  Department,  you  held  (May  27,  1886)  that  said 
selections  were  unauthorized  and  illegal,  and  that  they  should  be  can- 
celed. 

The  first  question  which  presents  itself  is  this :  What  right  has  the 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  91 

State  of  Wisconsiu  acquired  in  respect  to  this  land  graut  under  these 
facts,  to-wit,  a  seasonable  completion  of  part  of  the  road,  and  a  com- 
plete construction  of  the  remainder  after  the  period  prescribed!  In 
your  supplemental  report  of  June  3, 1886,  you  inform  me  that  this  ques- 
tion has  been  settled  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  case  of  Schulenberg  v.  Harriman  (21  Wallace,  44);  and 
that  it  was  therein  decided  as  to  this  very  grant  and  including  in  part 
the  identical  lands  now  under  consideration  that  'Hhe  lands  granted 
have  not  reverted  to  the  United  States  although  the  road  was  not  con- 
structed within  the  period  prescribed,  no  action  having  been  taken 
either  byiegislation  or  judicial  proceeding  to  enforce  a  forfeiture  of  the 
grant." 

Inasmuch  then  as  after  the  lapseof  twelve  years  from  the  rendition  of 
that  decision  no  forfeiture  has  been  enforced  by  or  under  authority  of  Con- 
gress, the  title  of  the  state  is  unimpaired  to  the  lands  described  in  the 
grant  and  to  indemnity  within  the  limits  withdrawn  to  make  good  the. 
deficiency  in  place.  These  rights  thus  conferred  upon  the  state  of 
Wisconsin  and  thus  enforced  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  con- 
stitute the  measure  of  your  duty  and  mine  with  respect  to  these  lands. 
What  the  statute  confers  the  statute  means  to  be  enjoyed.  What  the 
statute  direct/S  it  means  to  have  done.  Not  to  do  it,  or  even  to  delay 
unnecessarily  the  doing  of  it,  is  to  violate  the  statute,  and  involves  a 
grave  dereliction  of  duty. 

The  next  question  is  whether  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  in  whose 
behalf  the  State  makes  this  application,  is  the  legal  successor  of  all  the 
rights  acquired  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  in  respect  of  the  landsearned 
by  construction  of  the  sixty-one  miles  of  road  between  Portage  and 
Tomah  within  the  period  and  in  accordance  with  all  the  conditions  of  th^ 
act  of  1856.  Your  statement  of  the  legislative  enactments,  both  state 
and  federal,  and  of  the  acts  done  thereunder,  informs  me  that  this  ques- 
tion has  been,  in  a  proper  case,  directly  passed  upon  by  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Wisconsin,  which  court 
you  state  decided  that  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  is  the  legal  suc- 
cessor of  the  State  to  all  the  lands  inuring  to  said  State  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  between  Portage  and  Tomah. 

The  third  and  remaining  question  is  this  :  If  the  general  right  of  the 
state  under  the  granting  act  is  now  unimpaired,  and  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned by  this  Department;  and  if  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  is  the 
lawful  successor  thereto;  then  is  the  State  entitled  in  behalf  of  such 
Comi)any  and  as  indemnity  for  the  deficiency  in  the  place  sections  op- 
posite to  said  sixty -one  miles  in  the  Southern  half  of  the  1856  grant,  to 
certification  of  lands  selected  by  it  from  the  fifteen  mile  limits  in  the 
northern  half  of  said  grant  f  Upon  that  point  you  state  that  the  said 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  held  in  the  case  last  referred  to,  that 
as  the  claim  of  the  Wisconsin  Bailroiid  Farm  Mortgage  Land  Company 
**  related  to  road  constructed  under  the  act  of  1856,  prior  to  the  passage 
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of  the  act  of  1864,  and  not  embraced  or  referred  to  in  said  act,  it  was 
competent  for  the  State,  in  view  of  the  action  of  Congress  after  accept- 
ing the  act  of  1864,  but  before  conferring  the  grant  made  thereby  upon 
the  North  Wisconsin  and  Chicago  and  Northern  Pacific  Air  Line  Rail- 
road Company,  to  allow  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  to  select  the  de- 
ficiency lands  earned  by  its  predecessor  (the  La  Crosse  &  Milwaakee 
R.  R.  Co.)  out  of  such  lauds  north  of  St.  Croix  River  or  Lake,  as  were 
embraced  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  of  1856." 

You  also  state  that  the  lands  required  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  the  Wis- 
consin Railroad  Farm  Mortgage  Laud  Company  were  designated  by  a 
master  of  the  circuit  court,  and  were  afterward  duly  selected  by  the 
agent  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Governor  of  the  State. 

I  further  learn  from  your  said  statement  that  my  and  your  prede- 
cessors administered  this  grant,  if  not  in  the  execution  of,  yet  certainly 
in  harmony  with,  said  decision  of  the  circuit  court.  The  decision  in 
Schulenberg  v.  Harriman  to  which  you  refer  advises  me  that  all  the 
lands  in  })lace  along  the  entire  length  of  the  grant  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  indemnity  lands  were  certified  to  the  State  about  twenty 
years  since;  and  you  further  state  that  as  late  as  1870 about  40,000 ad- 
ditional acres  of  indemnity  lands  were  similarly  certified  to  the  State 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Farm  Mortgage  Company. 

You  dissent  from  the  said  decision  of  the  United  States  circuit  court, 
and  also  Irom  the  uniform  and  concurrent  action  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  express  the  opinion  that  the  said  de- 
cision, inasmuch  as  the  United  States  is  not  a  party  to  the  case,  does 
not  determine  the  question  under  consideration.  Holding  the  selection 
of  the  lands  in  question  to  be  unauthorized  and  illegal  you  deny  the 
^overnoi's  application  and  the  list  of  selections  is  held  for  cancellation 
subject  to  appeal.  To  the  reasons  which  you  present  for  this  dissent  I 
have  given  the  consideration  which  they  merit.  They  do  not  in  my 
view  justify  such  a  changed  administration  of  this  land  grant  as  would 
reverse  its  entire  previous  history  and  as  would  contravene  by  this  De- 
partment the  decision  of  the  federal  court  given  under  the  circum- 
stances attending  this  case.  W^hether  binding  upon  the  Department 
or  not,  in  the  sense  you  refer  to,  it  is  a  decision  of  very  high  and  per- 
suasive authority.  If  the  question  were  one  of  doubt,  the  safer  rule  of 
administrative  action  would  lead  me  to  accept  it  as  authoritative  in  the 
conduct  of  executive  business  and  to  adhere  to  the  practice  heretofore 
and  for  so  many  years  enforced.  But  in  my  view  the  case  is  free  from 
doubt,  and  the  decision  of  the  said  court  rests  upon  sound  and  well 
established  legal  principles. 

The  case  in  14th  Court  of  Claims  Reports,  p.  125,  to  which  you  refer 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  bestowment  of  these  lands  by 
the  State  on  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company  was  a  diversion  of  the  same 
from  the  purposes  of  the  grant,  seems  to  me  to  have  no  bearing  upon 
the  question  pending  between  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  this  Depart- 
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meut,  except  so  far  as  it  affirms  the  validity  of  the  so-called  diversion* 
Under  such  a  grant  of  lauds  to  a  sovereign  state  as  that  of  1856,  the 
application  of  them  or  their  proceeds  to  the  trust  rests  in  the  good  faith 
of  the  State,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  authority  from  Congress, 
this  Depart:nent  is  powerless  to  control  the  discretion  of  the  State  as  to 
the  di8]>osal  of  said  lands. 

In  conclusion  it  appears  from  your  statement  that  the  existing  right 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  under  the  Congressional  grants  aforesaid  is 
unimpaired  by  any  Congressional  declaration  of  a  forfeiture  or  any  ju- 
dicial  decree  to  that  end,  entered  under  the  authority  of  a  law  of  Con- 
gress ;  that  with  respect  to  the  lands  earned  by  construction  within  the 
period  prescribed  by  and  in  accordance  with  all  the  conditions  of  the 
grant,  the  Wisconsin  Farm  Mortgage  Company  is  the  lawful  successor 
of  the  State  thereto ;  and  that  the  uniform  current  of  legislative,  judicial 
and  executive  action  for  many  years  past  has  concurred  in  recognizing 
the  right  of  the  State  to  select  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  company 
lands  of  like  class  and  character  and  locus  as  those  embraced  in  the 
pending  selection.  In  reaching  this  conclusion  I  have  availed  myself 
of  the  special  consideration  given  to  this  subject  by  the  Law  Division 
of  this  Department,  the  results  of  which  are  embodied  in  the  accompa- 
nying opinion  of  Mr.  Vivian  Brent,  of  that  Division. 

For  the  reasons  therein  more  fully  set  forth,  your  decision  is  reversed, 
and  you  are  directed  to  immediately  submit  for  my  approval  in  the  cus- 
tomary form  lists  of  selections  made  by  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  Wisconsin  Farm  and  Mortgage  Company,  and 
dated  respectively  November  4, 1882,  and  May  12, 1883,  so  far  as  said 
selections  are  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  said  grant  of  1856,  as 
determined  by  the  method  of  adjustment  then  prevailing  in  the  land 
department,  and  nearest  the  tiers  of  granted  lands  along  the  line  of  the 
road  north  of  the  Saint  Croix  river;  observing,  in  the  execution  of  this 
order,  the  principles  of  this  decision. 


mining  claim— protestant. 
Lucy  B.  Hussey  Lode. 

A  protestant  is  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  appeal. 

A  co-owner  objecting  to  the  issue  of  patent  must  protect  bis  rights  under  the  form  of 
procedure  provided  for  an  adverse  claimant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  August  17,  1886. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  Hugh  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Denver,  Col- 
orado, which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  for  certiUcation  of  the  papers 
in  the  matter  of  the  protest  of  one  Samuel  M.  Carleton,  his  client,  against 
issue  of  patent  for  the  Lucy  B.  Hussey  Lode  mining  claim,  Leadville, 
Colorado.    The  petition  is  not  in  the  form  required  by  the  regulations. 
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not  being  under  oath  or  accompanied  by  copies  of  the  decisions  alleged 
to  be  erroneous. 

The  petition  sets  out  that  your  office  dismissed  Carletou's  protest,  and 
denied  him  the  right  of  appeal ;  that  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  al- 
leged time  of  Hppeal  patent  issued  to  the  Wolcott  Mining  Company  for 
said  mining  claim ;  and  that  said  patent  has  not  yet  been  delivered ; 
wherefore  it  prays  that  1  direct  that  the  patent  be  withheld  until  the 
protestant's  alleged  rights  in  the  premises  are  finally  determined.  Aside 
from  the  informalitj'  in  the  petition  or  any  question  as  to  the  authority 
of  the  Department  in  the  premises  to  grant  the  relief  sought,  if  patent 
has  actually  issued  as  alleged,  the  petition  must  be  denied  on  the  facts 
stated  therein.  That  a  protestant  is  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  appeal 
is  a  well  settled  doctrine ;  McGarrahan  r.  Cerro  Bonito  Quicksilver 
Mine  (S.  M.  D.,  327)  5  Boston  Hydraulic  Gold  Mining  Co.,  v.  Eagle  Cop- 
per and  Silver  Mining  Co.  (id.  320);  McGarrahan  v.  New  Idria  Mining 
Co.  (3  L.  D.J  422).  But  it  is  urged  that  because  the  protestant  in  this 
case  claims  the  right  of  a  co-owner  in  the  said  mine  that  he  is  entitled 
to  be  heard,  though  not  alleging  the  status  of  an  adverse  claimant.  In 
the  Grampian  Lode  case  (1  L.  D.,  555)  it  was  expressly  ruled  that  a  co- 
owner  must  protect  his  rights  under  the  form  of  procedure  provided  for 
an  adverse  claimant,  and  though  the  right  of  appeal  was  not  considered 
in  said  case,  such  question  is  disposed  of  in  the  cases  first  cited. 

The  applicant  must  seek  relief  in  the  courts  where  ample  remedy  ex- 
ists, if  his  interests  have  not  been  properly  considered,  for  no  case  is 
now  made  out  to  warrant  action  on  the  part  of  the  Department.  The 
petition  is  therefore  denied. 


commviation—act  of  may  14,  1880. 
Clabk  S.  Kathan. 

By  the  third  section  of  this  act  the  right  of  the  homesteader  to  initiate  a  claim  by 
Kettleiiicut  is  recognized,  hence  in  case  of  commutation  of  entry,  made  nnder  said 
act,  the  period  of  residence  may  be  computed  from  settlement. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrmc  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  August  20, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  presented  by  the  appeal  of  Clark  S.  Kathan 
from  your  office  decision  of  November  10, 1884,  rejecting  the  commuta- 
tion proof  tendered  by  him  on  homestead  entry  No.  9266,  for  lots  1  and 
2  and  the  E.  i  of  the  NW.  J  of  Section  18,  T.  23,  R.  12  W.,  Neligh  dis- 
trict, Nebraska. 

Kathan  made  homestead  entry  May  26,  alleging  settlement  March  6, 
1884.  He  submitted  commutation  proof  September  20, 1884.  The  local 
officers  rejected  the  same,  on  the  ground  "  that  there  had  been  no  cul- 
tivation of  the  land  broken,  aud  for  the  further  reason  that  the  im- 
provements were  too  meager  and  insufficient  to  justify  the  issuing  of  a 
final  certificate."  Your  office  decision,  however,  holds  that  "  the  proof 
submitted  shows  that  the  improvements    ....    are  sufficient." 
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The  qaestiou  upon  the  point  of  sufficiency  of  proof  (as  is  apparent 
upon  a  comparison  of  your  office  decision  with  that  of  the  local  officers) 
turns  mainly  upon  the  matter  of  cultivation.  Kathan,  having  made 
his  entry  May  26,  broke  five  aore^  of  the  tract  that  same  year,  but  of 
course  could  raise  no  crop  therefrom  that  season ;  and  your  office  de- 
cides it  unnecessary  that  he  should  have  done  so,  citing  in  support  there- 
of departmental  decision  in  the  case  of  John  E.  Tyrl  (3  L.  D.,  49). 

Your  office,  however,  rejects  Kathan's  proof  for  another  and  entirely 
different  reason,  and  one  not  alluded  to  by  the  local  officers  :  to  wit,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  prematurej  having  been  made  within  less  than 
six  months  from  date  of  entry. 

From  your  office  decision  Kathan  appeals  to  the  Department,  claim- 
ing in  substance : 

1.  That  there  is  no  statute  requiring  the  lapse  of  six  mouths  after 
date  of  entry  before  commntation  proof  can  be  received ; 

2.  That  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1880,  even  if 
six  months'  settlement  and  cultivation  as  provided  by  the  law  granting 
pre-emption  rights  were  to  be  insisted  upon,  the  time  specified  should 
begin  at  date  of  settlement,  and  not  at  date  of  eiitry. 

The  right  to  commute  a  homestead  entry  is  based  entirely  upon  sec- 
tion 2301  of  the  Revised  Statues  : 

"Nothing  in  this  chapter  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  per- 
son who  has  availed  himself  of  the  benefits  of  section  2289  from  pay- 
ing the  minimum  price  for  the  quantity  of  land  so  entered,  at  any  time 
before  the  expiration  of  the  five  years,  and  obtaining  a  patent  there- 
for from  the  government,  as  in  other  cases  directed  by  law,  on  making 
proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation  as  provided  by  law,  granting  pre- 
emption rights.'^ 

This  right  may  be  exercised  *'  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of 
the  five  years,"  subject  only  to  the  condition  of  "  making  proof  of  set- 
tlement and  cultivation  as  provided  by  the  law  granting  pre-emption 
rights.  Hence,  the  only  limitation  as  to  the  time  from  which  the  right 
to  commute  begins — when  considered  with  respect  to  the  requirements 
in  final  proof— is  to  be  found,  if  anywhere,  in  the  regulations  under  the 
pre-emption  law.  There  we  find  that,  although  the  statute  fixed  no  defi- 
nite period  within  which  the  right  to  purchase  may  be  established,  the 
Department,  under  the  authority  of  the  preemption  act,  did  prescribe  six 
months  as  the  term  of  residence  which  should  be  shown  before  final 
proof  would  be  accepted. 

As  the  residence  thus  required  must  of  necessity  be  computed  from 

seMUment,  on  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  is  founded,  or  from  some 

point  of  time  subsequently  thereto,  so  it  was  held  that  in  commutation 

the  time  of  residence  should  be  computed  from  entry,  on  which  the 

homestead  right  was  founded  prior  to  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  (21  Stats., 

140)."    But  under  that  act  it  was  provided,  in  the  3d  section : 

"That  any  settler  who  has  settled,  or  who  shall  hereafter  settle,  on 
any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  whether  surveyed  or  uu- 
surveyed,  with  the  intention  of  claiming  the  same  under  the  homestead 
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laws,  shall  be  allowed  tlie  same  time  to  file  his  homestead  application 
and  perfect  his  original  entry  in  the  United  States  land  office  as  is  now 
allowed  to  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  laws  to  put  their  claims  on 
record,  and  his  right  shall  relate  back  to  the  date  of  settlement,  the 
same  as  if  he  settled  under  the  preemption  laws.'' 

So,  after  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  pre  eraption  settler  and  the 
homesteader  were  placed  upon  the  same  footing  so  far  as  the  initiation 
of  a  claim  by  settlement  is  concerned  and  to  that  extent  the  homestead 
right  was  enlarged. 

Therefore  in  commutation  cases  arising  since  the  passage  of  said  act 
and  where  the  benefits  thereof  are  claimed  the  purchaser  is  now  en- 
titled to  have  his  term  of  residence  computed  from  the  time  of  settle- 
ment, "  the  same  as  if  he  had  settled  under  the  pre-emption  law.'' 

Under  this  construction,  the  term  of  residence  will  not  be  shortened, 
nor  the  quality  of  such  residence  be  aflTected;  for  though  it  may  begin 
from  settlement,  it  must  none  the  less  cover  a  period  of  six  months' 
actual  residence ;  and  by  the  performance  of  such  condition  the  object 
of  the  regulation — assurance  of  good  faith — will  be  as  fully  subserved 
as  though  the  residence  began  from  entry. 

In  the  case  at  ban  the  residence  of  the  entryman  having  been  con- 
tinuous for  six  months  from  date  of  his  settlement^  and  his  improve- 
ments being  deemed  sufficient,  his  commutation  proof  will  be  accepted. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  reversed. 


homestead  coytest— settlement— occ upancy, 

Leon  v.  Grijalva. 

The  decision  of  the  General  Land  Office,  rendered  herein  December 
5,.1884,  (3  L.  D.  362)  was  affirmed  by  Secretary  Lamar,  August  21, 1886. 


patent  fob  land  in  excess  of  purchase. 

Edward  N.  Marsh. 

A  paleut  erroueoasly  issued  for  land  in  excess  of  the  amount  actually  purchased,  is 
no  bar  to  the  subsequent  issue  of  patent  to  another  for  such  excess. 

If  the  amount  of  land  embraced  in  a  patent  corresponds  with  the  number  of  acres  in 
a  particular  subdivision  covered  by  said  patent,  quantity  will  determine  the  sub- 
diviHion  conveyed,  though  larger  boundaries  may  be  described. 

The  application  and  cash  certificate  were  for  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter, 
''containing  fifty -nine  and  fifty  one  hundredth's  acres''  and  patent  issued  accord- 
ingly ;  but  as  said  boundaries  include  ninety-nine  and  fifty -one  hundredth's  acres, 
it  is  held  that  said  patent  conveys  only  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northwest 
quarter,  which  contains  fifty-nine  and  fifty-one  hundredth's  acres,  and  is  no  bar 
to  the  subsequent  entry  of  another  for  the  southwest  quarter  of  said  northwest 
quarter. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks j  August  21, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Edward  N.  Marsh  from  the  action  of 
your  office  on  April  20,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead 
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entry  for  the  S.  J  of  NW,  J  and  N.  i  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  3,  T.  99,  E.  35, 
Sioax  City,  Iowa,  so  far  an  the  same  is  supposed  to  conflict  with  a  patent 
issued  September  20, 1870,  to  James  C.  Cusey,  for  the  W.  i  of  NW.  J  of 
same  section  and  town. 

It  appears  that  on  July  14, 1870,  said  Casey  made  application  to  the 
local  office  to  purchase  the  *' W.  J  of  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  3,  T.  99,  E.  35,  con- 
taining 59.51  acres,  according  to  the  returns  of  the  surveyor  general." 
On  said  application  the  register  certified  ^'  that  the  lot  above  described 
contains  59.51  acres,  as  mentioned  above,  and  that  the  price  agreed  upon 
is  one  25-100  dollars  per  acre."  On  the  same  day  the  register  gave  cer- 
tificate that  said  Cusey  had  purchased  said  tract,  describing  it  exactly 
as  in  the  application  and  stating  it  to  contain  ^'  fifty -nine  and  51-100 
(59.51)  acres,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
amounting  to  seventy-four  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents,  for  which  said 
James  C.  Cusey  has  made  payment  in  full,"  etc.  The  next  day,  the  re- 
ceiver gave  Cusey  a  receipt  for  *•  the  sum  of  seventy -four  dollars  and 
thirty-nine  cents,  being  in  full  for  the  west-half  of  north  west  quarter 
of  Sec.  3,  containing  59  acres  and  51  hundredths  at  $1.25  per  acre." 

On  this  certificate  and  payment  patent  was  issued  September  20, 1870, 
wherein  it  was  recited  in  the  usual  form  that,  whereas  said  Cusey  had 
deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office  the  certificate  of  the  register,  etc., 
whereby  it  appeared  that  full  payment  had  been  made,  etc.,  ^^for  the 
west-half  of  the  north  west  quarter "  of  said  section  and  town,  ^^  con- 
taining fifty-nine  acres  and  fifty-one  hundredths  of  an  acre,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  plat  of  survey  of  said  lands,  as  returned  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  by  the  surveyor  general,  which  said  tract  has  been 
purchased  by  said  Cusey,"  etc. 

Afterwards,  on  March  18,  1873,  Edward  N.  Marsh  made  homestead 
entry  at  the  same  office  of  the  S.  i  of  N W.  J  and  N.  ^  of  SW.  J  of  the 
same  section  and  town,  and  on  February  19,  1880,  having  made  final 
proof  of  residence  and  improvements  thereon  received  his  final  home- 
stead certificate  for  said  tract. 

It  does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  the  local  or  General  Land  Office 
that  there  was  any  conflict  noted  between  this  entry  of  Marsh  and  the 
purchase  of  Cusey,  but  when  the  papers  in  the  homestead  of  the  former 
were  forwarded  to  your  office  for  approval  and  patent,  it  was  held  there 
was  a  conflict  between  the  two  as  to  SW.  J  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  section, 
and  that  inasmuch  as  said  SW.  J  of  NW.  ^  was  covered  by  the  patent  to 
Cusey,  the  homestead  entry  of  Marsh  was  suspended,  and  by  letter  of 
February  5, 1885,  you  recommended  to  my  predecessor.  Secretary  Teller, 
that  the  Attorney  General  be  requested  to  bring  suit  to  set  aside  the 
patent  of  Cusey  as  to  said  SW.  ^  of  NW.  J,  it  having  been  erroneously 
made  to  embrace  said  quarter.  On  April  5, 1880,  Secretary  Teller  de- 
clined to  act  in  the  premises,  for  the  reason  that  the  statement  con- 
tained in  your  office  letter  did  not  "  furnish  sufficient  grounds  on  which 
to  take  intelligent  action  in  the  case."  On  receipt  of  the  above  your 
2278  DEO 7 
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office  directed  that  the  homestead  entry  of  Marsh  be  held  for  oaiicella- 
tion  to  the  extent  of  the  SW.  J  of  NW.  J,  because  of  conflict  with  the 
patent  of  Gusey.  From  this  action  Marsh  appealed,  and  on  said  appeal 
the  case  is  now  before  me. 

After  due  consideration,  I  am  of  the  opinion  and  direct  that  the  judg- 
ment of  your  office  be  reversed,  and  the  final  proof  of  Marsh  be  ex- 
amined and  if  satisfactory  be  approved  and  patent  issued  to  him  for  the 
land  described  in  his  entry. 

The  error  in  the  case  is  to  be  found  in  the  ruling  of  your  office  that 
the  patent  to  Casey  covered  the  SW,  J  of  the  NW.  J,  when  it  only  cov- 
ered the  fractional  'NW.  J  of  NW.  J,  embracing  69.51  of  an  acre,  which 
was  all  he  intended  to  purchase,  all  he  paid  for  and  all  he  did  purchase, 
all  for  which  he  was  entitled  to  a  patent  and  all  for  which  he  received 
one.  This  is  made  plain  by  reading  the  patent  in  the  light  of  the  rules 
of  construction  properly  applicable  to  such  instruments.  The  patent 
referring  to  the  certificate  shows  that  Cusey  bought  and  paid  for  but 
59.51  acres,  "  according  to  the  official  plat  of  survey  of  said  laud  re- 
turned,'' etc.  Thus,  the  certificate  and  the  official  survey  become  as 
much  a  part  of  the  patent  as  though  they  had  been  written  therein 
in  words  and  figures  at  length.  And  from  the  record  thus  made  it  is 
clear  that  the  intention,  the  purchase  and  the  patent  coincide. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  title  passed  to  Gusey  for  the  entire  west 
half  of  said  quarter- section,  but  only  to  the  northwest  fractional  quarter 
of  said  quarter.  The  fact  that  the  patent  describes  his  purchase  as  the 
west  half  of  said  quarter  will  not  prevent  the  government  from  issuing 
to  Marsh  a  patent  for  the  land  embraced  in  his  homestead  entry,  it  being 
apparent  from  the  patent  and  the  certificate  upon  which  it  is  based  that 
the  land  conveyed  to  Gusey  was  59.51  acres — which,  as  shown  by  the 
government  survey,  is  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  fractional 
northwest  quarter  of  said  quarter. 

The  government  plat  of  survey  shows  that  the  west  half  of  said 
quarter  contains  99.51  acres,  and  that  the  northwest  quarter  of  said 
quarter  contains  59.51  acres — being  the  exact  number  of  acres  described 
in  the  patent  of  Gusey  as  the  amount  of  land  purchased  from  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Unless  a  different  intention  be  clearly  manifested,  the  general  rule  is 
that  quantity  must  give  way  to  metes  and  bounds ;  but  that  is  because, 
generally,  metes  and  bounds  determine  with  greater  accuracy  the  land 
intended  to  be  conveyed.  But  where  the  land  conveyed  is  within  the 
limits  of  government  surveys,  which  show  with  accuracy  the  amount 
of  land  contained  in  each  division  or  subdivision,  by  which  alone  it  can 
be  sold  or  patented,  and  the  amount  of  land  embraced  in  the  patent 
corresponds  exactly  with  the  number  of  acres  of  a  particular  sabdi- 
vision  embraced  in  the  patent,  quantity  will  then  determine  the  subdi- 
vision  conveyed,  although  larger  boundaries  may  be  described. 
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This  principle  was  involved  in  the  case  of  Gazzani  v.  Phillips  (20 
Howard,  372),  which,  I  think  conclusive  of  this  case.  That  was  au 
action  of  ejectment  brought  by  Phillips,  who  claimed  under  Etheridge, 
against  Gazzam,  who  claimed  under  Stone.  The  certificate  of  purchase 
and  patent  to  Etheridge  was  for  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  22, 
containing  92^  acres.  The  certificate  and  patent  to  Stone  was  for  the 
southeast  subdivision  of  fractional  section  22. 

The  southwest  quarter  of  section  22  contained  in  fact  160  acres;  but 
the  court  held  that  while  "Etlieridgc  under  the  pre-emption  act  of  1830 
'^  was  entitled  to  purchase  the  whole  of  the  southwest  quarter,  and  to 
**have  it  surveyed  and  patented  to  him,  yet  it  was  not  so  surveyed,  nor 
^'  did  he  purchase,  nor  has  he  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same.  On  the 
^^  contrary,  he  pui*chased  and  paid  for  the  west  subdivision  only,  con- 
^^taining  92  acres,  and  took  out  patent  for  the  subdivision." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  patent  purports  to  convey  the  southwest 
quarter,  and  that  quarter  contains  160  acres ;  yet  the  court  say  that  his 
patent  is  only  for  a  fractional  part  of  that  section,  containing  92  acres. 
Hence  they  limited  his  patent  to  the  number  of  acres  purchased,  which 
were  embraced  in  a  subdivision  of  that  section  shown  by  the  lines  of 
survey. 

As  Cusey  only  purchased  and  paid  for  59.51  acres  embraced  in  a  legal 
subdivision  shown  by  the  government  survey,  his  patent  cannot  be  held 
to  convey  to  him  a  greater  quantity  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  pat- 
ent describes  the  land  conveyed  as  the  west  half  of  said  quarter — which, 
as  shown  by  the  government  survey,  contains  99.51  acres. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  patent  may  issue  to  Marsh  for  the  land 
embraced  in  his  homestead  entry,  if  the  proof  submitted  be  approved. 


practice;  california  swamp  lands, 
State  of  California  v.  Martin. 

Notice  of  a  motion  for  review  or  rehearing  must  be  given  within  the  time  allowed  for 

filing  such  motion. 
Rale  82  of  Practice  is  designed  to  prevent  the  transmittal  of  an  appeal  which  the 

Coniroissioner  may  consider  defective)  but  the  Department  is  not  concluded  if  the 

Commissioner  does  not  act  thereunder. 
One  who  alleges  settlement  before  survey  and  the  non-swampy  character  of  the  land 

involved  is  a  party  in  interest,  and  entitled  to  notice  of  appeal  from  an  order  of 

the  General  Land  Office  directing  an  investigation  into  the  character  of  the  land. 
The  return  of  the  surveyor-general  under  the  first  clause  of  section  2488  R.  8.  is  a 

final  adjudication  as  to  the  lands  thus  shown  to  be  swamp  and  overflowed,  and 

can  only  be  impeached  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  mistake  in  its  procurement. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  Augrist  21,  1886. 

The  State  of  Califoroia  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  my  decisiou 
of  April  29th  last,  rendered  in  the  above  stated  case. 
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This  decision  dismissed  the  appeal  of  the  State  upon  two  grounds: 
^1)  Because  uo  notice  of  said  appeal  was  served  on  the  opposite  party; 
and  (2)  Because  the  appeal  is  from  a  decision  denying  an  application 
for  review,  which,  being  a  matter  interlocutory  in  its  nature,  is  not  ap- 
pealable. 

The  Rules  of  Practice  provide  that  motions  for  rehearing  and  review 
may  be  allowed  after  notice  to  the  opposite  party,  and,  except  when 
made  on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence,  must  be  filed  within 
thirty  days  from  notice  of  decision. 

In  the  absence  of  any  special  provision  as  to  the  time  within  which 
notice  must  be  served,  the  Department  has  ruled  that  notice  of  a  rao^ 
tion  for  review  should  be  given  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing  such 
motion.  Rule  86,  relating  to  appeals,  provides  Chat  appeals  from  the 
Oommissioner's  decision  must  be  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  and 
served  on  the  appellee^  or  his  counsel  toithin  sixty  days  from  date  of  ser- 
vice of  notice  of  such  decision.  A  similar  construction  applies  to  rules 
for  review.    See  Gouk  v,  Bechenbach,  (4  L.  D.,  106). 

Gouusel  insist  that  Martin  was  not  a  party  in  interest,  and  therefore 
not  entitled  to  notice  of  appeal;  and  that  if  he  was  so  entitled,  and  the 
appeal  was  defective  for  want  of  such  service,  that  under  Rule  82  they 
are  entitled  to  notice  of  such  defect,  and  to  fifteen  days  in  which  to 
amend.  Martin  claimed  settlement  on  the  tract  prior  to  survey,  and 
alleged  that  the  land  was  not  swamp  but  dry  and  fit  for  cultivation. 
He  was  therefore  a  party  in  interest,  and  entitled  to  service  of  notice. 

Rule  82  is  only  designed  to  prevent  the  transmittal  of  an  appeal 
which  the  Gommissioner  may  consider  defective.  Stevens  v.  Robinson 
(4  L.  D.,  551).  But  the  Department  is  not  concluded,  if  the  Gommis- 
sioner does  not  act  thereunder.  The  failure  to  serve  Martin  with  notice 
of  appeal  or  of  motion  for  review  was  sufficient  ground  for  dismissal 
and  the  decision  will  not  be  disturbed.  But  the  right  of  the  State  can- 
not be  affected  by  this  refusal,  if  by  the  appropriate  action  directed  by 
your  office  Martin  fails  to  show  that  he  had  a  valid  claim  to  the  land 
at  the  date  of  survey,  and  that  it  is  in  fact  dry  and  not  swamp  land, 
or  if  it  is  not  alleged  and  proven  that  the  return  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral was  procured  by  fraud  or  mistake. 

Section  2488,  Revised  Statutes,  provides  that :  ^^It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Gommissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  certify  over  to  the 
State  of  Galifornia  as  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  all  the  lands  repre- 
sented as  such  upon  the  approved  township  surveys  and  plats,  whether 
made  before  or  after  the  23d  day  of  July,  1866,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States." 

In  the  case  of  Gentral  Pacific  Railroad  v.  State  of  Galifornia  (2 
G.  L.  L.,  1052)  Secretary  Schurz,  construing  this  section,  held  that : 
^'This  clause  secures  to  Galifornia  all  lauds  which  the  surveyor  general 
officially  reports  to  be  s  wampj^,  whether  they  are  so  or  nof   This  ruling 
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was  adhered  to  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  State  of  Califoruia 
V.  United  States,  3  L.  D.,  521.  It  is  therefore  a  settled  rule  of  the  De- 
partment that  under  section  2488  the  return  of  the  surveyor  general  is  a 
final  adjudication  of  the  question  as  to  the  character  of  lands  granted 
to  the  State  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  and  such  decision  cannot  be 
disturbed  by  any  action  of  your  office  upon  a  mere  allegation  or  show- 
ing that  the  return  of  the  surveyor  general  is  incorrect.  The  mere  fact 
that  the  report  of  the  special  agent  shows  that  the  land  returned  by 
the  surveyor  general,  and  represented  upon  the  township  plat  as  ^'' swamp 
and  overftowed^^  is  not  of  that  character,  would  not  authorize  a  refusal 
to  certify  or  patent  said  lands  to  the  State.  Admitting  the  correctness 
of  the  report  of  the  special  agent,  it  simply  shows  that  the  return  of  the 
surveyor  general  was  the  result  of  an  error  of  judgment,  and  his  return 
cannot  be  impeached  upon  this  ground  alone. 

The  adjudication  and  decision  of  the  surveyor  general  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  swampy  character  of  land  under  section  2488  has  the  same 
binding  force  and  effect  of  au^'  other  final  judgment,  and  can  only  be 
impeached  or  set  aside  upon  the  ground  of  fraud  or  mistake  in  its  pro- 
carement. 

Such  a  decision,  however,  is  not  conclusive  of  the  rights  of  bona  fide 
settlers,  who  had  a  valid  claim  of  right  to  the  land  prior  to  the  date  of 
approval  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  plat  of  survey,  provided  it  is 
not  swamp  land.  Therefore  if  any  settler  alleges  a  valid  claim  to  said 
land,  initiated  prior  to  and  existing  at  the  date  of  approval  of  survey^ 
and  that  said  land  is  not  swamp  and  overflowed,  he  would  be  entitled 
to  a  hearing  to  determine  these  questions,  as  his  rights  cannot  be  preju- 
diced by  the  action  of  the  surveyor  general,  or  the  Commissioner,  in  a 
matter  to  which  he  was  not  a  party  and  had  no  opportunity  of  being 
heard. 

This  rule  is  applicable  in  all  cases,  whether  under  the  geuernl  law^ 
or  under  the  special  law  applicable  to  California,  the  only  difference  in 
the  apiilication  of  the  rule  being  that  under  the  general  law  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  is  the  final  adjudication  of  the  character  of  the 
laud,  while  under  the  special  law  applicable  to  California  it  is  the  ap- 
proval of  the  township  plats  by  the  surve.yor  general  that  determines 
the  character  of  the  land. 

Without  passing  on  the  rights  of  either  party  to  this  case,  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable,  in  view  of  the  questions  presented  by  the  record^ 
to  call  your  attention  to  settled  construction  of  section  2488,  Eevised 
Statutes,  and  other  rulings  of  the  Department,  as  above  stated,  to 
govern  you  in  the  action  directed  by  your  office  in  this  matter. 
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mtlle  lac  indiax  lands—swamp  grant, 
State  of  Minnesota. 

Since  the  act  of  CoDgress  approved  July  4, 1884.  the  Department  has  no  authority  to 
dispose  of  lands  acquired  from  the  Mille  Lac  Indians  by  treaty  of  May  7,  1864. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  Avgust  21,  1886. 

I  am  iu  receipt  of  your  office  letter  of  May  20, 1885,  trausmittiDg  the 
appeal  of  the  Statue  of  Minnesota  from  yonr  office  decision  of  March  9, 
1885,  holding  for  rejection  the  claim  of  said  State,  under  the  swamp 
land  grant,  to  certain  described  lauds  located  in  Townships  42  N., 
Ranges  25,  26,  and  27  West  of  the  4th  principal  meridian,  Taylor's 
Falls  district,  Minnesota. 

The  lands  referred  to  are  within  the  limits  of  the  reservation  for  the 
Mille  Lac  Indians,  made  under  treaty  of  February  22,  1855,  (10  Stat., 
1166,)  which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  May  7,  1864.  (13  Stat., 
695.) 

The  act  of  March  12,  1860,  (12  Stat.,  3,)  extending  to  Minnesota  the 
provisions  of  the  swajnp  land  grant  of  September  28,  1850,  (9  Stat., 
519,)  contains  the  following  proviso : 

The  grant  hereby  made  shall  not  include  any  lands  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  have  sold,  or  disposed  of  (in  pursu- 
ance of  any  law  heretofore  enacted)  prior  to  the  confirmation  of  title  to 
be  nia<lc  under  the  authority  of  said  act. 

The  State  of  Minnesota,  however,  lays  claim  to  the  lands  in  contro- 
versy, not  under  said  act  of  March  12,  1860,  but  under  Section  2490  x)f 
the  Revised  Statutes — the  provision  and  exception  in  that  section  which 
is  pertinent  to  the  c:ise  in  hand  being  as  follows : 

Provided^  That  the  grant  shall  not  include  any  lands  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  may  have  sold  or  disposed  of  under  any 
law  enacted  prior  to  March  12, 1860. 

In  brief,  the  State  claims  that  the  land  in  controversy,  not  having 
been  "  sold  or  disposed  of"  under  any  law  enacted  prior  to  March  12, 1860, 
by  virtue  of  Section  2490,  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  passed  to  the  State, 
notwithstanding  their  prior  **  reservation  " — the  word  '*  reserved"  being 
omitted  when  the  act  of  March  12,  1860,  came  to  be  embodied  into  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

A  discussion  and  construction  of  Section  2490,  R.  S.,  demanded  by  the 
State,  is  uncalled  for  in  connection  with  this  case.  The  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  approved  July  4,  1884  (23  Stat,  89)  provides  that  the 
lands  acquired  from  the  Mille  Lac  Indians,  by  treaty  of  May  7,  1864, 
proclaimed  March  20,  1865,  (13  Stat.,  693)  "shall  not  be  patented  or 
disposed  of  in  any  manner  until  further  legislation  by  Congress." 

No  further  legislation  upon  the  subject  having  since  been  had  b^' 
Congress,  this  Department  has  no  authority  to  patent  or  in  any  manner 
dispose  of  any  of  the  lands  described,  whether  swamp  or  otherwise. 

For  the  reasons  herein  given,  your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 
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fort  reynolds  military  reservation, 

Samuel  Aldbed. 

Under  the  act  of  June  19, 1874,  the  lands  in  question^  with  the  buildings  thereon,  were 
offered  for  sale  after  dne  appraisement,  but  subsequently,  and  prior  to  sale,  the 
buildings  were  destroyed.  HM^  that  said  act  authorizes  the  sale  of  the  land  at  its 
appraised  valne. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparTcs,  August  21,  1886. 

I  hare  examined  the  papers  forwarded  by  your  letter  of  August  llth 
instant,  relative  to  the  status  of  the  SW.  J  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  11,  T.  21  S., 
B.  62  W.,  in  the  old  Fort  Reynolds  Military  Reservation,  Pueblo  land 
district,  Colorado. 

The  matter  was  first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  by^ 
your  office  letter  of  February  27, 1885,  which  stated  that  one  Samuel 
Aldred  had  applied  to  purchase  the  tract  above  described.  His  appli- 
cation was  refused  by  the  local  office,  because  he  declined  to  pay,  in 
addition  to  the  ])rice  of  the  land,  the  sum  of  $315  for  certain  buildings, 
which  had  been  appraise<l  thereon  at  the  value  named.  He  then  appealed 
to  your  office.  His  reason  for  refusing  to  pay  tor  the  buildings  was  that 
they  had  been  destroyed  and  removed,  and  that  the  tract  was  at  the 
date  of  his  application  without  any  buildings  whatever. 

Without  acting  upon  the  appeal,  your  office  reported  the  matter  to 
the  Department  for  instructions  as  to  what  course  should  be  pursued, 
in  view  of  the  facts  alleged. 

The  appraisement  was  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  19,  1874  (18 
Stat.,  85),  and  had  fixed  $315  as  the  value  of  the  houses,  stables  and 
corrals,  which  were  upon  the  tract. 

Jul}'  15,  1885,*  the  case  was  remanded  to  your  office  with  instruc- 
tions to  ascertain  with  certainty  the  facts  as  to  the  alleged  destruction 
and  disappearance  of  the  buildings,  and  to  act  on  the  appeal  as  involv- 
ing a  matter  properly  within  your  jurisdiction,  under  the  authority 
given  you  by  law  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands. 

Your  office  thereupon  rejected  Aldred's  application  to  purchase,  and 
he  has  not  appealed.  Under  your  direction,  the  local  office  proceeded 
to  investigate  as  to  the  facts  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  build- 
ings, and  made  report  to  the  effect  that  said  buildings  had  been  utterly 
destroyed  and  taken  away.  Said  report  is  based  upon  affidavits,  which 
accompany  it,  of  certain  parties  who  have  known  the  land  since  1872, 
and  upon  extended  investigation  in  the  way  of  inquiry  of  many  persons 
acquainted  with  the  reservation.  It  concludes  with  the  recommendar 
tion  that  the  tract  remain  open  for  sale  without  requiring  the  purchaser 
thereof  to  pay  the  sum  of  $315,  as  the  appraised  value  of  buildings  which 
do  not  now  exist.    In  this  recommendation  you  concur,  and  ask  that 

ML.  D.,25. 
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the  papers  be  returned  with  the  necessary  authority  for  your  further 
action. 

It  would  certainly  be  a  great  hardship  to  require  of  the  purchaser  of 
land  also  payment  for  buildings  which  had  once  been  thereon,  but  which 
through  decay  and  depredation,  resulting  from  the  want  of  the  protec- 
tion and  care  necessary  to  their  preservation,  had  disappeared.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  authority  in  such  case  to  dispose  of  the  land 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  19, 1874,  waiving  any  require- 
ments which  formerly  existed  by  reason  of  the  appraisement  of  the 
buildings,  but  which  have  ceased  to  exist,  because  said  buildings  are  no 
longer  there.  I  concur  in  your  recommendation,  and  you  will  dispose 
of  the  land  in  question  as  if  there  had  never  been  any  buildings  thereon. 


compliance  with  the  law  not  suspended  by  contest. 

Byrne  v.  Dorward. 

UotU  final  decision  in  a  contest  the  entry-man  wboiie  claim  is  attacked  should  con- 
tinue to  comply  with  the  law,  and  if  he  fails  so  to  do  his  entry  will  be  liable  to 
attack  should  he  successfully  defend  in  the  pending  suit. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Cojnmisaioner  Sparktt^  Augmt  24, 1883. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Patrick  Byrne  v,  William  W.  Dorward, 
on  appeal  by  the  last  named  from  your  decision  of  February  19, 1886, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  timber-culture  entry.  No.  53,  made  May  22, 
1878,  upon  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  6,  T.  138  N.,  R.  79  W.,  Bismarck,  Dakota 
Territory. 

Byrne  initiated  contest  against  said  entry  January  19, 1885,  charging 
failure  to  break  or  plow  at  any  time  prior  thereto  the  five  acres  required 
by  law  to  be  broken  during  the  second  year  after  date  of  entry ;  that  at 
no  time  prior  to  the  initiation  of  said  contest  ha<l  the  land  l>een  culti- 
vated as  required  by  law,  nor  had  any  trees,  treeseedsor  cuttings  been 
planted  thereon  ;  that  there  is  not  now,  nor  has  there  been,  any  trees 
or  cuttings  growing  thereon,  and  no  part  of  the  land  is  under  cultiva- 
tion in  any  manner  whatever.  A  bearing  was  ordered  and  duly  had  on 
the  above  charges,  both  parties  being  represented  by  counsel.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  by  contestee  to  dismiss  the  contest,  on  the  ground  that 
his  right  under  his  entry  had  been  determined  in  his  favor  by  a  decision 
of  the  Department,  rendered  January  3,  1885,  in  the  case  of  Meserve 
against  this  contestee.  This  motion  was  denied,  and  the  case  was  then 
submitted  on  an  agreed  statement  of  fact,  wherein  it  was  admitted  by 
contestee  ^'that  since  May  21,  1880,  no  improvements  whatever  have 
been  made  upon  the  tract  by  or  in  the  interest  of  said  claimant.''  Upon 
the  presentation  thus  made,  the  register  and  receiver  recommended  the 
cancellation  of  Dorward's  entry. 
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That  actioD  was  affirmed  by  your  office  decision,  the  appeal  from 
which  is  now  before  jne. 

The  reason  offered  by  appellant  for  not  continuing  his  improvements 
by  the  planting  and  cultivation  of  trees,  seeds  or  cuttings  is,  tliat  so 
long  as  the  question  as  to  the  validity  of  his  entry  was  pending  and 
undetermined,  he  did  not  regard  himself  as  required  to  proceed  witli  his 
improvements.  Bis  contention  is  that  he  should  be  allowed  a  reason- 
able time  after  decision  in  his  favor  within  which  to  resume  cultivation 
as  required  by  the  law.  You  very  properly  held  that  such  position 
could  not  be  sustained. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  position  that  pending 
a  tinal  decision  in  a  contest  on  whatever  ground  or  charge,  the  entry- 
man  whose  claim  is  attacked  should  continue  to  com])ly  with  the  law, 
and  that  if  he  fail  to  do  this  he  lays  himself  liable  to  attack  in  a  subse- 
quent contest  should  he  sucessfuUy  defend  in  the  one  pending.  To  hold 
differently  would  be  to  condone  laches  and  to  open  the  door  to  a  prac- 
tice which  would  enable  parties,  under  the  guise  of  a  contest,  to  hold 
lands  indefinitely  withont  complying  with  the  requirements  of  law  un- 
der which  their  entries  were  made^ 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD— ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880. 

Leitner  r.  Hodge. 

Through  mistake  in  description  the  land  entered  and  patented  was  not  that  upon 
which  the  eutryman  settled  and  resided.  HeXd^  that  the  act  of  June  15,  1860, 
does  not  authorize  the  purohasn  of  the  tract  thus  entered,  on  the  surrender  of  the 
patent,  hut  that  patent  should  issue  for  the  homestead  claim  as  defined  hy  settle- 
ment and  residence. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  August  28,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  c&se  of  John  D.  Leitner  v.  Stephen  Hodge,  in- 
volving the  SB.  J  of  NW.  J,  and  the  IS W.  J  of  NE.  J,  Sec.  30,  T.  14  S., 
£.  22  E.9  Gainesville,  Florida,  on  appeal  by  Leitner  from  your  decision 
of  April  1, 1885,  awarding  the  land  to  Hodge. 

It  appears  from  the  record  before  me  that  in  1868  Hodge,  who  is  an  illit- 
erate man,  procured  "  a  surveyor  to  run  the  lines  and  give  him  a  correct 
description  of  the  land  which  he  desired  to  enter  as  a  homestead,'^  which 
land  was  the  S W.  J  of  SE.  J  and  the  SE.  j  of  SW.  J  of  the  section  above 
mentioned.  The  surveyor  gave  him  the  wrong  numbers,  however,  to 
wit,  those  of  the  two  quarter-quarters  involved  in  this  contest,  and  on 
May  7,  1808,  he  mistakenly  made  homestead  entry  thereof,  because,  as 
he  states,  ''he  relied  fully  upon  said  surveyor  for  the  correct  numbers.'' 
At  this  time,  it  appears,  both  of  these  tracts— that  which  Hodge's  entry 
covered  and  that  which  he  intended  to  enter — were  vacant  public  land. 
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Hodge  did  not  settle  on  or  claim  the  tract  in  contest,  but  settled  and 
resided  on  and  improved  the  other  tract  until  date  of  his  final  proof  in 
1874;  and,  as  he  was  still  in  ignorance  of  the  correct  description  of  his 
homestead,  his  final  proof  and  entry  designated  the  tract  in  contest, 
and  patent  therefor  issued  to  him  on  July  1,  1875.  Thereafter  Hodge 
continued  to  reside  on  and  claim  the  tract  upon  which  he  originally  set- 
tled until  January  28, 1884,  when  he  quitclaimed  to  the  United  States 
all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  land  patented,  and  shortly  after- 
wards filed  his  patent  in  your  ofQce,  accompanied  by  a  petition  re- 
questing its  cancellation,  and  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  purchase 
said  patented  land  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880.  This  petition  your 
predecessor  granted  on  March  17, 1884,  and  Hodge  made  cash  entry  for 
said  land  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month. 

On  May  15, 1884,  the  local  officers  transmitted  to  your  office  the  appli- 
cation of  John  D.  Leitner  to  have  Hodge's  patent  canceled  and  his 
(Leitner's)  right  as  a  pre-emption  settler  on  the  land  recognized.  The 
date  on  which  this  application  was  filed  does  not  appear,  but  it  was 
executed  March  12, 1884.  Leitner  alleged  in  it  that  he  had  been  in 
possession  of  the  laud,  and  that  it  was  improved  to  the  value  of  $2500, 
either  by  him  or  those  from  whom  he  bought  the  possessory  right.  On 
June  22,  1884,  >oar  predecessor  ordered  a  hearing  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  Leitner's  allegations,  meanwhile  suspi-uding  Hodge's  cash  entry. 
Said  action  was  taken  because,  as  the  decision  states,  Hodge's  cash  en- 
try was  allowed  in  ignorance  of  Leitner's  settlement  and  improvements, 
and  because  Hodge  could  have  had  adequate  relief  by  amendment. 
Hearing  was  duly  had,  and  Leitner  substantially  established  his  allega- 
tions and  showed  that  Hodge  had  never  had  any  possession  of  or  claim 
to  the  land  in  controversy.  Whereupon  your  office  made  the  decision 
appealed  from,  awarding  the  land  to  Hodge. 

I  cannot  agree  with  said  decision.  In  my  judgment  the  act  of  June 
15,  1880,  does  not  apply  to  such  a  case  a«  Hodge's.  It  was  designed  to 
lemedy  a  defective  title  under  an  entry,  and  thus  to  grant  the  home- 
steader relief.  But  here  there  was  no  need 'of  such  a  relief.  Hodge's 
covering  the  land  in  controversy  by  an  entry  was  caused  by  a  mere 
mistake  of  description ;  it  was  a  simple  clerical  error,  which  he  himself, 
or  any  one  desiring  to  settle  thereon,  might  have  had  corrected.  In- 
deed, in  neither  law  nor  equity  did  he  ever  make  an  entry  of  the  land 
in  controversy,  for  he  never  intended  to  enter  it.  His  entry  was  legally 
of  the  land  which  he  actually  settled  on,  and  he  was  not  within  the 
purview  of  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  because  he  required  no  relief  under 
it.  Said  act  manifestly  contemplates  the  purchase  of  the  tract  which 
the  settler  had  intended  to  acquire  by  the  entry,  and  not  of  a  tract 
which  he  never  did  intend  to  acquire.  Much  less  does  it  contemplate 
the  right  of  a  settler  on  one  tract  of  land  to  seize  the  possession  and 
improvements  of  a  settler  on  another,  by  taking  advantage  of  a  cler- 
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ical  error.  The  act  was  intended  to  grant  a  relief,  and  not  to  license  a 
robbery. 

I  concur  in  the  view  of  your  predecessor,  above  referred  to,  that 
when  Hodge  surrendered  his  patent  for  cancellation  he  was  entitled  to 
a  patent  for  the  land  upon  which  he  had  actually  settled  and  where  he 
had  resided  for  ten  or  more  years.  The  homestead  entry  of  one 
Schoeflin,  which  it  appears  was  then  of  record,  and  which  Hodge  erro- 
neously thought  was  a  bar  to  amendment  by  him,  was  in  fact  no  bar, 
for  his  equitable  right  to  the  land  was  protected  by  his  patent.  Said 
entry  has  since  been  canceled,  I  believe;  but,  if  not,  it  should  be  can- 
celed. 1^0  other  person  could  or  can  acquire  title  to  said  land  against 
him,  for  it  had  been  fully  earned  by  his  residence  and  cultivation,  and 
the  government  now  holds  the  legal  title  solely  for  his  benefit.  You 
will  please  direct  that  a  new  patent  issue  to  Hodge  for  the  SW.  J  of 
SE.  i  and  the  SE.  J  of  SW.  I  of  said  section,  cancel  his  cash  entry 
erroneously  made  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  allow  Leitner  to 
make  pre  emption  claim  to  the  land  in  controversy. 

Your  said  decision  is  reversed. 


railuoad  grant— definite  location. 
Florida  Ry.  and  Navigation  Oo. 

The  map  showiDg  tbe  defiDite  location  of  the  road  between  Waldo  and  Tampa  Bay 
was  filed  in  I860,  but  returned  by  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  Governor's 
certiflcate  and  when  refiled  the  time  allowed  for  the  completion  of  the  road  had 
expired^  but  it  appearing  that  the  map  so  refiled  was  identical  with  the  original 
map,  which  properly  showed  the  location  of  the  road,  Secretary  Schurz  held  that 
tha  right  of  the  road  was  protected  under  the  original  map,  and  such  decision  is 
binding  upon  succeeding  heads  of  the  Department. 

The  final  adjustment  of  the  grant  however  will  be  deferred  for  the  disposition  of 
pending  Congressional  action  with  reference  thereto. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparTcSy  August  30, 1886. 

On  December  3,  1885,  Hon.  Wilkinson  C<all  addressed  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Department,  requesting  that  the  subject  of  the  reservation 
of  lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Florida,  under  the  act  of  May  17, 
1876,  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Amelia  Island  to  Tampa  Bay 
and  Cedar  Keys,  be  reconsidered. 

This  letter  was  referred  to  your  oftice  for  report  thereon,  which  you 
have  submitted,  concurring  in  the  request  of  Senator  Gall,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  withdrawal  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  said  road,  ordered 
by  the  decision  of  Secretary  Schurz  of  January  28,  1881,  be  revoked. 

The  Florida  Railway  and  Navigation  Company  now  appear  and  re- 
sist the  granting  of  said  motion,  and  ask  the  Department  to  proceed 
with  the  execution  of  said  decision. 
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The  act  of  May  17, 1856,  granted  to  the  State  of  Florida,  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  constructing  the  road  aforesaid,  six  sections  per  mile  on  each 
side  of  said  road,  prescribing  the  manner  in  which  the  State  might  dis- 
pose of  said  lands,  and  providing  that  if  said  road  or  branch  is  not  com- 
pleted within  ten  years,  no  further  sales  shall  be  made  and  the  lands 
unsold  shall  revert  to  the  United  States.  The  benefit  of  this  grant  was 
conferred  by  the  Stale  of  Florida  upon  the  Florida  Railway  Company, 
whose  rights  and  interest  thereunder  have  been  assigned  and  trans- 
ferred through  its  successors  to  the  Florida  Bailway  and  Navigation 
Company.  The  road  was  completed  from  Fernandino  via  Waldo  to 
Cedar  Keys  in  1860,  and  lands  inuring  for  that  portion  of  the  road 
were  certified  to  the  State  in  1858  and  18f>0,  a  map  of  definite  location 
for  such  portion  having  been  filed  and  accepted  as  the  basis  of  the  ad- 
justment of  the  grant. 

A  map  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  main  line  between  Waldo  and 
Tampa  Bay  (which  is  the  portion  now  in  controversy)  was  filed  in  your 
office  December  14,  1860,  by  M.  L.  Smith,  chief  engineer  of  the  Florida 
Railroad  Company,  but  not  having  the  certificate  of  the  governor  under 
the  seal  of  the  State,  it  was  returned  to  him  to  have  that  omission  sup- 
plied. Nine  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  the  completion 
of  the  road,  to  wit,  December  7, 1875,  tbe  president  of  the  road  presented 
a  map  of  definite  location  of  the  road  from  Waldo  to  Tampa  Bay  for  file 
in  the  Land  Office,  an<l  asked  that  the  lands  be  listed  to  the  road  cov- 
ered thereby.  This  map  was  shown  to  be  identical  with  the  map  tiled  in 
1860,  and  the  Commiss<ioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office  recommended 
that  it  be  accepted  as  a  map  of  definite  location,  and  that  lands  be 
withdrawn  in  accordance  therewith  for  the  purposes  of  the  grant. 

Secretary  Chandler  declined  to  receive  or  approve  this  map,  holding 
that  the  act  definitely  locating  the  road  should  be  done  within  the  time 
fixed  for  the  completion  of  the  road,  and  that  a  failure  to  discharge  this 
duty  should  be  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
grant.  This  map  was  therefore  returned  to  the  president  of  the  road, 
with  the  information  that  the  Department  could  not  permit  the  com- 
pany, after  so  great  a  delay,  to  file  a  map  designating  the  route  of  its 
road.  Subsequently,  to  wit,  October,  1879,  the  company  again  pre- 
sented this  map  to  your  office,  with  accompanying  exhibits,  showing 
that  a  map  of  definite  location  of  the  line  between  Waldo  and  Tampa 
bad  been  tiled  in  the  General  Lund  Office  December  14,  1860,  and  that 
the  map  then  tiled  is  identically  and  exactly  the  line  delineated  upon 
said  map  tiled  December  14, 1860.  Accompanying  this  was  also  an  ap- 
plication for  a  review  of  the  subject,  alleging  that  the  decision  of  Sec- 
retary Chandler  rested  upon  a  mistaken  understanding  of  the  fncts,  to 
wit:  that  no  map  of  definite  location  had  been  filed  within  the  time  I'e- 
quired  for  a  completion  of  the  road,  and  asking  leave  to  place  the 
matter  before  the  Department,  with  a  view  of  displaying  the  facts  as 
they  actually  exist. 
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Tbis  application  was  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 

Land  Office,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  considered  it  not  so  much 

in  the  nature  of  a  review  of  Secretary  Chandler's  decision^  as  of  an 

original  application  for  the  enforcement  of  their  rights  under  the  grant 

in  view — their  then  existing  status  which  they  proposed  to  show.    The 

Commissioner  therefore,  in  passing  upon  the  question,  said : 

''After  full  and  careful  examination  of  the  files  and  records  of  this 
office,  and  the  proofs  presented^  I  find  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  line  of 
route  of  the  road  in  question  was  actually  surveyed,  and  a  map  of  such 
survey  intended  as  evidence  of  the  definite  location  of  the  line,  filed 
in  the  General  Land  Office  on  December  14, 1860;  and  that  it  was  pre- 
pared and  presented  in  good  faith.  If  said  map  was  properly  exe- 
cQted — sufficient  in  itself,  needing  no  certificate  by  the  governor — the 
action  of  this  office  in  returning  it  to  Captain  Smith,  resulting  in  its 
loss,  should  not  be  made  to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  company's  right, 
it  being  admitted  that  the  grant  has  not  been  forfeited  b}^  failure  in 
other  resi)ects." 

But  in  view  of  the  <lecision  of  Secretary  Chandler,  holding  that  the 
act  of  definitely  locating  the  road  must  be  done  in  all  cases  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  fixed  for  completing  the  road,  and  as  the  entire 
question  was  apparently  presented  for  a  review  or  reconsideration  of 
the  former  action  of  the  Department,  he  declined  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  map  as  originally  fileil,  or  of  the  reproduced 
copy  of  the  same  as  then  presented,  and  submitted  the  matter  to  the 
Secretary  without  recommendation. 

Secretary  Schurz,  on  January  28,  1881,  considering  this  application 
as  a  motion  for  review  of  his  predecessor's  decision,  entertained  juris- 
diction of  the  question,  upon  the  ground  that  material  facts  that  show 
the  authority  of  the  compan3'  to  locate  its  line  and  file  the  map  were  not 
before  his  predecessor,  and  held  that  the  approval  or  certificate  of  the 
governor  was  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  survey;  that  the  map 
iixing  the  definice  location  of  the  road  in  1860  was  filed  in  the  General 
Laud  Office,  which  exactly  corresponded  with  the  duplicate' uow  filed, 
and  there  remains  now  no  doubt  that  the  line  exhibited  was  then  sur- 
veyed and  marked  as  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  and  as  such 
recognized  by  the  company  and  State  authorities.  In  accordance  there- 
with he  directed  a  withdrawal  of  the  lands  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
company  and  to  secure  a  proper  adjustment  of  the  grant  upon  the  line 
designated. 

I  am  uow  asked  to  review  this  decision  and  to  revoke  the  order  of 
withdrawal  made  thereby,  applicants  urging  in  support  of  said  motion 
that  if  Secretary  Schurz  had  the  authority  to  review  the  decision  of 
Secretary  Chandler,  his  decision  may  with  equal  authority  be  reviewed 
and  revoked  by  any  succeeding  Secretary.  In  view  of  the  facts  of  this 
case,  I  am  unable  to  see  the  force  of  this  argument.  The  question  be- 
fore Secretary  Chandler,  and  which  he  alone  decided,  was,  whether  a 
map  of  definite  location  can  be  filed  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  al- 
lowed for  completing  the  road.    It  is  clearly  shown  by  the  record  of  the 
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case  thea  made,  that  the  Secretary  did  not  coutemplate  that  any  map 

of  definite  location  had' theretofore  been  filed,  bat  that  the  map  pre< 

sented  wa8  an  original  filing,  because,  referring  to  this  part  of  the  road, 

he  says: 

<<No  map  showing  the  definite  location  of  the  road  to  Tampa  Bay  has 
ever  been  filed  in  the  Department,"  and  ''The  company  now  offers  to 
file  a  map  definitely  fixing  that  portion  of  the  road  last  mentioued,''  etc. 

The  question  decided  by  Secretary  Schurz  was,  whether  a  duplicate 
map  of  definite  location  of  that  part  of  the  road  may  be  received  and 
filed  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  the  completion  of  the 
road,  and  a  withdrawal  made  thereunder  upon  proof  that  the  duplicate 
presented  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  which  was  filed  in  time,  and 
that  the  original  has  been  lost  or  destroyed. 

If,  in  fact,  a  map  of  definite  location  had  been  filed  in  time,  the  title 
of  the  grantee  by  virtue  of  that  act  was  completed  by  attaching  it  to 
Hj^ecific  lands,  and  the  decision  of  Secretary  Chandler,  that  a  map  of 
definite  location  could  not  be  filed  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  re- 
quired for  completion  of  the  road  could  not  affect  such  right,  unless  iu 
such  decision  he  had  directly  passed  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  original 
filing.  That  he  did  not  pass  upon  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  any 
map  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  time,  and  that  no  such  question  was 
before  him,  but  on  the  contrary  that  he  considered  that  the  company 
was  for  the  first  time  offering  to  file  its  map  is  evident. 

Therefore  whether  we  consider  the  question  presented  to  Secretary 
Schurz  in  the  light  of  an  original  application  under  a  different  claim  of 
right,  or  as  a  motion  for  review  upon  the  ground  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,  in  either  case  Secretary  Schurz,  under  the  facts  presented, 
had  a  right  to  entertain  jurisdiction  of  the  subject.  This  decision  was 
concurred  in  by  Secretary  Teller  by  his  action  of  January  30, 1884,*  in 
directing  the  certification  of  the  lists  for  his  approval,  holding,  upon 
the  authority  of  the  decision  of  Secretary  Schurz,  that  the  map  of  1860 
was  valid  and  sufficient  to  fix  and  locate  definitely  the  line  of  the  road. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  decision  of  Secretary  Schurz 
upon  that  issue  is  binding  upon  his  successors,  and  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed. 

But  another  question  is  presented  for  my  consideration  in  this  case, 
to  wit:  that  the  forfeiture  of  this  grant  is  now  pending  before  Congress, 
a  committee  of  the  House  having  made  a  report  in  favor  of  such  for- 
feiture. It  is  urged  by  the  counsel  for  the  road  that  the  Senate  having 
failed  to  act  upon  the  matter  and  the  House  having  failed  to  take  any 
action  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  the  duty  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  to  proceed  to  enforce  and  execute  tlie  rights  of  the  grantees 

under  the  law. 
It  is  also  represented  to  me  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Florida 

that  the  citizens  of  that  State  are  greatly  interested  in  the  completion 


'Atlantic,  Gulf  and  Weat  India  Transit  R.  R.  Co.,  2  L.  D.,  561. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  Ill 

of  this  road,  and  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  State  of 
Florida  and  her  people,  but  in  view  of  the  fact- that  the  road  by  failnre 
to  complete  its  line  within  the  time  required  by  law  has  rendered  its 
grant  liable  to  forfeiture,  and  Congress  having  indicated  its  intention 
to  take  action  thereon,  and  this  motion  being  presented  and  urged  by 
a  Senator  from  that  State,  is  a  sufficient  reason  why  I  should  withhold 
all  action  thereon  until  the  determination  of  Congress  in  the  matter. 

It  is  true  that  Congress  may  never  take  such  action,  bat  that  furnishes 
no  sufficient  reason  why  this  Department  should  proceed  with  the  exe- 
cution of  the  grant  while  Congress  is  considering  the  question  of  its 
forfeiture. 

I  refuse  to  revoke  the  order  of  withdrawal  made  by  Secretary  Schurz, 
because  that  withdrawal  became  effective  by  the  filing  of  the  map  of 
definite  location,  which  he  decided  had  been  properly  filed  in  time,  and 
no  act  of  the  Department  can  affect  or  impair  the  right  of  the  company, 
but  while  the  rights  accruing  by  virtue  of  such  filing  and  withdrawal 
cannot  be  impaired  b}'  any  action  of  the  Department,  the  execution  of 
such  rights  may  be  suspended  by  the  Department. 

This  was  the  course  pursued  by  my  predecessor  Secretary  Teller,  who 

while  recognizing  all  the  rights  of  the  Company  acquired  by  virtue  of 

the  Ailing  of  map  of  definite  location,  as  determined  by  Secretary  Schurz, 

and  the  withdrawal  thereunder,  decided  that : 

**In  view,  however,  of  the  fact  that  the  time  has  expired  within  which 
the  railroad  in  question  was  to  have  been  completed,  and  that  legisla- 
tion is  pending  in  the  present  session  of  Congress  relating  thereto,  yon 
will  take  no  action  in  the  matter  until  farther  direction." 

I  can  see  no  material  difference  in  the  status  of  the  company  now 

from  what  it  was  then,  and  I  therefore  direct  that  you  will  take  no 

action  in  this  matter,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  lands  covered  by  the 

line  of  definite  location  of  this  road  and  embraced  within  the  terms  of 

the  grant,  until  further  ordered. 


pr actice-^appeal— specification  of  errors, 

Stevens  v.  Kobinson. 

The  supervisory  and  directory  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  not  be 
exorcised  in  disregard  of  the  rules  of  practice  where  they  prescribe  a  plain  and 
adequate  course  of  action  and  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  law. 

Rules  88  and  90  of  Practice  must  be  construed  together  and  are  mandatory  in  char- 
acter. 

Under  said  rules  the  time  within  which  the  specification  of  errors  should  be  filed  is 
essential,  and  a  failure  to  file  within  the  prescribed  period  works  a  forfeiture  of 
the  right  of  appeal. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  August  31,  1886. 

In  the  case  of  Frank  L.  Stevens  v.  Alfred  B.  Bobinsou,  involvipg  the 
SE.:J^  of  Sec.  2,  T.  94  N.,  E.  60  W.,  Yankton,  Dakota  Territory,  decided 
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by  me  June  5th  la^t  (4  L.  D.,  551),  a  motion  for  review  and  reconsidera- 
tion has  been  filed  on  behalf  of  Stevens. 

The  material  facts  to  be  considered  in  the  case,  so  far  as  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  this  review,  are  as  follows:  The  decision  of  your 
office  from  which  an  appeal  was  brought  to  this  Department  was  ren- 
dered December  1,  1884,  and  notice  thereof  piven  to  the  resident  attor- 
neys the  same  day.  The  appeal  was  not  filed  in  the  local  office  until 
February  5,  and  the  specification  of  errors  was  not  filed  until  May  16, 
1885.  June  25,  Robinson  by  his  attorney  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
appeal  because  the  specification  of  errors  had  not  been  filed  within 
the  time  allowed  for  an  appeal  as  required  by  Bules  88  and  90  of  Prac- 
tice. Upon  this  state  of  facts,  I  ruled  that  the  motion  to  dismiss  the 
appeal  was  well  taken,  and  accordingly  the  appeal  was  dismissed.  My 
decision  stated  that  the  appeal  itself  was  not  filed  in  time;  and  cer- 
tainly the  record,  as  before  me  then,  showed  such  to  be  the  case.  That 
point,  however,  was  not  taken  advantage  of  and  the  appeal  itself  was 
treated  as  having  been  filed  in  time,  as  it  really  was,  as  now  appears, 
under  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  King  v, 
Leitensdorfer  (2  L.  D.,  374). 

The  motion  now  before  me  sets  up  four  grounds  of  error  in  my  said 
decision  of  June  5th  last,  to  wit: 

^'Ist.  Error  in  not  holding  that  the  omission  to  file  a  foi*mal  specifi- 
cation of  errors  in  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  had  been  supplied  for  at  least  forty  days  prior  to  the  pres- 
entation of  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 

^'2d.  Error  in  not  holding  that  the  said  formal  assignment  of  errors 
having  been  filed  prior  to  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  said  motion 
came  too  late. 

"3d.  Error  in  holding  that  in  the  presence  of  a  motion  to  dismiss, 
filed  forty  days  after  the  assignment  of  errors  had  been  filed,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  was  precluded  by  the  Rules  of  Practice  from  en- 
tertaining the  appeal. 

"4th.  Error  in  granting  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  and  in  not 
deciding  the  case  upon  its  merits  as  presented  by  the  appeal.'' 

That  is  to  say,  the  real  gist  of  the  motion  before  me,  and  of  the  argu- 
ment filed  in  support  of  it,  is  based  upon  the  ground  that  Bules  88  and 
90  are  merely  directory^  and  not  imperative  ;  and  that,  therefore,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  supervisory  power  with  which  he  is  invested,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  may  waive  them  at  any  time  he  may  desire  to  do  so. 

The  rules  of  practice  were  adopted  to  subserve  the  public  interests 
and  for  the  good  of  the  practice  in  the  transaction  of  business;  and  so 
long  as  they  exist  they  have  in  effect  the  force  of  a  statute.  Parker  v. 
Castle — on  review  (4  L.  D.,  84).  And  although  it  is  quite  true  that 
none  of  them  "  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior of  the  exercise  of  the  directory  and  supervisory  powers  conferred 
upon  him  by  law,"  it  is  also  equally  true,  that  where  they  are  not  iu 
conflict  with  the  law,  and  have  prescribed  a  plain  and  adequate  course 
of  action,  they  are  to  be  followed,  for  there  then  is  no  occasion  for  in. 
yoking  the  Secretary's  directory  and  supervisory  powers. 
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PremisiDg  this  much  as  to  the  object  and  nature  of  tbe  rules  of  prac- 
tice in  general,  I  shall  examine  more  particularly  the  two  (88  and  90) 
that  are  brought  directly  under  consideration  by  this  motion  for  review. 

Rule  88  provides:  '*  Within  the  time  allowed  for  giving  notice  of  ap- 
peal, the  appellant  shall  also  file  in  the  General  Land  Office  a  specifi. 
cation  of  errors,  which  specification  shall  clearly  and  concisely  designate 
the  errors  of  which  he  complains.'' 

Rule  90:  "A  failure  to  tile  a  specification  of  errors  within  the  time 
required  will  be  treated  as  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  appeal,  and  the  case 
will  be  considered  closed." 

The  distinction  between  statutes  that  are  merely  directory  and  those 
that  are  imperative  or  mandatory  is  not  always  clearly  discernible. 
But  a  safe  and  general  rule,  which  has  the  sanction  of  the  courts  of 
England  and  of  this  country,  is:  That  whether  a  statute  is  mandatory 
or  not,  depends  upon  whether  the  thing  directed  to  be  <lone  is  the  es- 
sence of  the  thing  required.  Another  general  rule  is:  A  statute  that 
prescribes  a  penalty  for  the  failure  to  do  a  certain  thing  in  a  specified  time 
is  mandatory:  for  therein  tin^e  is  of  the  essence  of  the  thing  required 
to  be  done.  Upon  this  question,  on  page  334,  Maxwell  on  •*  Interpre- 
tation of  Statutes,"  it  is  said : 

"  In  general  then,  it  seems  that  where  a  statute  confers  a  privile*ie  or 
a  power,  the  regulative  provisions  which  it  im[>oses  on  its  acquisition 

or  exercise  are  essential  and  imperative So,  if  the  liberty  of 

api)ealing  from  a  decision  is  given,  subject  to  the  fulfilment  of  certain 
conditions,  such  as  giviug  notice  of  appeal  and  entering  into  recogni- 
zances, or  transmitting  documents  within  a  certain  time,  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  these  provisions  would  be  imperative,  and  non(x>mpliance 
fatal  to  the  right  of  appeal." 

In  the  light  of  these  well  established  rules  of  law,  I  am  decidedly  of 
tbe  o])inion  that  the  two  rules  of  practice  now  under  consideration 
when  construed  in  pari  materia  as  must  be  done,  are  mandatory,  and 
not  merely  directory.  The  time  within  which  the  specification  of  errors 
is  to  be  filed  is  of  the  essence  of  the  thing  to  be  done;  and  there  is  a 
X>enalty  afiixed  by  rule  90  for  a  failure  to  file  within  that  specified  time, 
lo  wit:  That  the  right  of  appeal  is  waived  and  lost. 

Counsel  for  Stevens  refer  to,  and  rely  upon,  the  cases  of  School  Dis- 
trict of  Ashley  t?.  Hall  (106  U.  S.,  428),  and  Gumbel  v.  Pitkin  (113  id., 
545),  to  sustain  their  position  that  these  rules  already  referred  to  are  to 
be  considered  as  directory  merely.  But  their  position  is  untenable.  In 
these  two  cases  the  court  was  construing  Section  997  of  the  U.  S.  Re- 
vised Statutes,  which  provides  that:  "There  shall  be  annexed  to,  and 
returned  with  any  writ  of  error  for  the  removal  of  a  cause,  at  the  day 

aud  place  therein  mentioned an  assignment  of  errors 

with  a  citation  to  the  adverse  party  ;"  and  the  court  in  passing  upon  a 
motion  to  dismiss  a  writ  of  error  because  of  non-compliance  with  the 
statute  just  quoted,  in  the  first  case  (which  is  cited  with  approval  in  the 
second),  say: 

"A  failure  to  annex  to  or  return  with  the  writ  of  error  an  assignment 
2278  DEC 8 
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of  errors,  a«  required  by  Section  997  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  no 
ground  for  dismissal  for  want  of  jurisdiction.  If  an  assignment  is  filed 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  paragraph  4,  Rule  21,  it  will  or- 
dinarily be  enough." 

This  rule  of  the  supreme  court  required  the  appellant,  at  least  six 
days  before  the  case  was  called  for  argument,  to  file  a  brief  cout^iining 
an  assignment  of  the  error  relied  upon. 

Now  if  rule  88  stood  alone,  there  might  be  some  reason  for  holding 
that  it  is  merely  directory,  as  the  court  did  with  reference  to  the  sec- 
tion of  the  statutes  just  quoted;  but  being  taken  together  with  rule  90 
such  construction  can  not  be  allowed  to  obtain.  It  is  rule  90  as  well 
as  rule  88  that  has  not  been  complied  with.  And  the  United  States 
supreme  court,  in  cases  where  the  statute,  and  also  its  rule  above  men- 
tioned, have  not  been  complied  with,  have  invariably  dismissed  the  writ 
of  error.  Tortland  Co.  r.  United  States  (15  Wall.,  1);  and  Treat  & 
Dickerson  v,  Jamison  (20  id.,  G52). 

It  is  also  again  insisted  in  the  argument  filed  with  the  motion  before 
me,  that  the  notice  of  appeal  originally  filed  in  this  case  was  in  itself  a 
sufficient  specification  of  errors  in  the  decision  of  your  office.  This  point 
was  very  fully  considered  by  me  when  my  decision  of  June  5th  last  was 
rendered,  and  was  decided  to  be  not  well  taken ;  and  I  do  not  deem  it 
well  to  say  more  now  on  the  subject,  further  than  that  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  my  conclusion  then  arrived  at  was  a  correct  interpretation  of 
the  law  and  the  practice. 

After  a  very  careful  examination  of  all  the  questions  presented  for 
my  consideration,  1  deny  the  said  motion,  and  transmit  herewith  the 
papers  for  the  files  of  your  office. 


REPAYMENT— LIMIJ El)  J5y  STATUTE. 

IIeirs  of  Isaac  W.  Talkingtox. 

The  authority  of  the  Departiueut  to  make  repuyiueiits  is  limited  by  statute  and  does 
not  cover  a  case  where  the  purchase  price  of  land  has  been  twice  paid  to  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  August  31,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  W.  Talkington  from 
your  decision  of  February  11,  1885,  refusing  the  repayment  of  $200  al- 
leged to  have  been  paid  by  said  Talkington  in  commuting  Dardanelle, 
Arkansas,  homestead  entry,  No,  3886,  for  the  N.  J  of  SE.  4  of  Sec.  21, 
T.  71  N.,  li.  18  W. 

Talkington  made  entry  for  said  tract  February  15,  1870,  and  \u 
April,  1874,  died.  Subsequently  thereto,  to  wit,  January  4,  1884,  the 
heirs  purchased  said  tract  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June 
15,  1880,  pursuant  to  the  departmental  decision  of  October  22,  1883  (2 
L.  D.,  46). 

In  the  present  application  certain  affidavits  set  forth  that  on  August 
20, 1872,  Talkington  commuted  said  homestead  entry  to  cash  entry^ 
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paying  for  the  land  the  sum  of  9200,  and  in  support  of  such  assertion 
a  paper  is  produced  purporting::  to  be  duplicate  receipt  No.  7419,  dated 
Dardanelle,  Arkansas,  August  20, 1872  in  favor  of  Isaac  W.  Talking- 
ton,  and  signed  by  John  0.  Austin,  receiver,  for  $200  in  full  for  said 
tract,  and  across  the  face  of  which  is  written,  "commuted  from  Hd.No. 
3886,  dated  February  14,  1870."  The  heirs  now  ask  for  the  return  of 
said  $200. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  records  of  your  office  fail  to  show  that  said 
cash  entry  was  made,  and  the  receipt  of  said  $200  wjis  never  reported 
by  the  local  otticers ;  indeed,  the  returns  show  that  cash  receipt  No. 
7419  was  issued  to  another  person  in  September  1872  for  a  different 
tract  of  land.  Thus  the  fact  of  such  payment  in  the  present  state  of 
the  case  is  invohed  in  some  doubt.  The  application  can  however  be 
disposed  of.  The  ]M)wer  of  n^payment  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
is  limited  and  define<l  by  statute.  Section  23G2  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
proviftes  that: 

"The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  upon  proof  being  made 
to  his  satisfaction,  that  any  tract  of  land  has  been  erroneously  sold  by 
the  United  States,  so  that  from  any  cause  the  sale  cannot  be  confirmed, 
to  repay  to  the  purchaser,  or  to  iiis  legal  representatives  or  assignees, 
the  sum  of  money  which  was  paid  therefor,  out  of  an}'  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

The  act  of  June  10,  1880  (21  Stat.,  287),  makes  further  provision  for 
repayment  in  certain  cases.  Section  2  provides  that,  "  in  all  cases 
where  homestead  or  timber-culture  or  desert  land  entries,  or  other  en 
tries  of  public  lands  have  been  heretofore  or  shall  hereafter  be  canceled 
for  conflict,  or  where,  from  any  cause,  the  entry  has  been  erroneously 
allowed  and  cannot  be  confirmed,"  the  amount  of  purchase  money, 
fees,  and  commissions  may  be  repaid. 

This  being  all  the  law  applicable  to  repayment  in  such  and  like 
cases,  I  am  of  opinion,  even  admitting  the  fact  of  payment,  that  this 
Department  is  not  vested  by  law  with  authority  to  make  repayment  in 
this  case. 

For  this  reason  said  decision  is  affirmed. 


rOM'ESTANTS  PREFERENCE  SIGHT^ACT  OF  JUSE  15,  ISfcO. 

HoLLANTS  V.  Sullivan. 

Failnrc  to  a^tiert  the  preference  right  of  entry  within  the  statutory  perio<l  afttr  can- 
cellation (lepriven  the  8ncce8((fiil  contestant  of  all  rights  gained  by  the  contest, 
an<l  he  cannot  thereafter  be  heard  as  a  party  in  interest  to  object  to  the  subse- 
quent purchase  of  tlie  land  under  the  act  of  June  15,  18^0. 

The  right  of  purchase  under  said  act  is  not  affected  by  reason  of  the  original  home- 
stead affidavit  having  been  illegally  made  before  a  clerk  of  court. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  August  31, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  Hollants  v.  Michael  Sullivan, 
involving  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  10,  T.  104  N.,  K.  54  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  Mitchell, 
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Dakota,  (Sioux  Falls  series,)  on  appeal  from  your  office  decision  of  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1885,  adverse  to  Holtants. 

The  record  shows  the  following  facts:  May  11,  1880,  Sullivan  made 
homestead  entry  of  the  tract  described.  October  25,  1882,  Hoilauts 
commenced  contest  against  said  entry,  charging  failure  to  settle  upon 
and  improve  the  tract  as  required  by  law.  Hearing  was  set  for  January 
12, 1883,  notice  of  which  was  given  by  publication  and  by  registered 
letter  sent  to  claimant's  last  known  address. 

Claimant  was  not  prtrsent,  nor  was  he  represented  at  the  hearing. 
On  the  aflidavit  of  contestant,  corroborated  by  two  witnesses,  setting 
forth  that  Sullivan  had  not  cultivated,  built  or  resided  upon,  or  in  any 
way  improved  the  tract  since  the  date  of  entry,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver adjudged  the  entry  forfeited.  Said  judgment  was  rendered  on 
the  day  of  the  hearing,  to  wit,  January  12,  1883,  and  no  appeal  was 
taken  therefrom.  September  14, 1883,  your  office,  in  the  regular  coarse 
of  business,  and  following  the  judgment  of  the  local  office,  canceled 
said  entry  upon  the  records.  In  Augnst,  1883,  however,  Sullivan  had 
applied  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  on  the  18th  of 
the  same  month  he  was  allowed  to  purchase,  and  final  cash  certificate 
was  issued  to  him  by  the  local  office. 

June  24, 1884,  HoUants  filed  in  the*local  office  his  application  to  have 
Sullivan's  said  cash  entry  canceled,  and  at  the  same  time  applied  to 
enter  the  tract,  he  alleging  that  about  June  1,  1883,  he  went  upon  the 
land  and  made  &ona^(?6  improvements;  that  he  had  broken  twenty- 
three  acres  of  the  land,  and  had  continued  to  occupy  the  same. 

June  28,  1884,  said  application  was  forwarded  to  your  office,  which, 
on  the  Cth  of  September,  1884,  held  Sullivan's  purchase  under  the  act 
of  June  15,  1880,  valid,  and  rejected  HoUants'  application  to  enter. 
HoUants  did  not  appeal. 

September  30,  1884,  your  office,  ap{>arently  on  its  own  motion,  recon- 
sidered and  rescinded  its  decision  made  as  above,  and  held  that  as  Sul- 
livan had  failed  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  forfeiture  rendered  by 
the  register  and  receiver,  in  the  contest  brought  by  Hoilauts,  that 
judgment  became  final  and  vested  in  contestant  a  preference  right  of 
entry  under  the  act  of  May  14, 1880.  Sullivan's  homestead  and  cash 
entry  were  therefore  held  for  cancellation,  and  the  preferred  right  of 
entry  was  awarded  to  HoUants. 

The  register  and  receiver  reported  that  the  parties  were  notified 
October  7,  1884,  of  the  decision  last  above  mentioned,  but  that  the 
notice  to  Sullivan  was  returned  unopened. 

Thereupon  HoUants  again  on  the  24th  of  October,  1884,  applied  to 
make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract.  His  application  was  on  the  same 
day  granted  and  he  entered  the  land  under  the  homestead  law. 

February  16,  1885,  your  office  again,  on  its  own  motion,  so  far  as  the 
record  shows,  reconsidered  the  case,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  117 

Sullivan  had  the  superior  right,  and  was  entitled  to  purchase  under  the 
act  of  June  15,  LS80. 

Your  predecessor  therefore  set  aside  your  office  decision  of  September 
30,  1884,  and  reinstated  that  of  September  G,  1884.  The  effect  of  this 
was  to  cancel  Hollants'  homestead  entry  and  award  to  Sullivan  the 
right  of  purchase,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  he  had  availed  himself  of. 
It  is  from  this  action  that  HoUants  appeals. 

Recurring  to  such  of  the  facts  presented  by  the  foregoing  recital  as 
are  necessary  to  a  decision  of  the  case,  we  find  (1)  that  Hollants,  as  a 
succesvsful  contestant,  failed  to  avail  himself  of  his  preferred  right  of 
entry  under  Section  two  of  tbe  a<5t  of  May  14,  1880,  and  (2)  that  Sulli- 
van after  the  expiration  of  said  preferred  right  and  prior  to  the  can- 
cellation of  his  entry  on  the  records  of  your  office,  applied  and  was 
allowed  to  ))urchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880.  Hollants  not 
only  permitted  the  time  during  which  the  law  gave  him  a  preferred 
right  of  entry  to  elapse,  but  he  waited  until  June  14, 1884,  nine  months 
after  the  cancellation  of  Sullivan's  entry  on  the  records  of  your  office, 
and  ten  months  after  Sullivan's  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880, 
before  making  a  move  in  the  direction  of  claiming  the  tract.  He  then 
asked  that  Sullivan's  purchase  be  set  aside  and  that  he  be  allowed  to 
enter. 

Your  office  very  properly  by  its  first  decision,  that  of  September  6, 
1884,  in  the  case,  held  Sullivan's  purchase  valid  and  rejected  Hollants' 
application.  Under  the  rulings  and  decisions  of  the  Department  in 
force  at  that  time,  Sullivan  had  aright  at  any  time  pending  the  contest 
to  purchase  under  the  provisions  of  section  two  of  the  aci  of  June  15, 
1880,  and  thus  as  against  the  contestant  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world 
could  secure  title  to  the  tract  in  contest. 

This  int.erpretation  has  recently  been  changed  in  the  case  of  Freise 
t?.  Hobsou  (4  L.  D.,  580),  but  such  change  does  not  affect  rights  which 
were  acquired  and  which  as  in  this  case  became  vested  under  previous 
rulings  and  decisions.  But  the  former  ruling  under  which  Sullivan  was 
allowed  to  purchase  does  Hollants  no  harm,  for,  under  any  construction 
or  interpretation  of  the  law,  it  deprives  him  of  no  statutory  right. 
Not  having  asserted  his  preferred  right  as  a  successful  contestant,  he 
at  the  end  of  thirty  days  after  notice  of  cancellation  occupied  a  posi- 
tion with  reference  to  his  right  to  enter  in  no  way  superior  to  that  of 
any  other  person  qualified  to  enter.  His  rights  were  then,  so  far  as  his 
contest  was  concerued,  simply  on  a  par  with  those  of  others  who  might 
desire  to  claim  the  land. 

This  being  true,  he  could  not  at  the  date  when  he  asked  for  the  can- 
cellation of  Sullivan's  cash  entry  make  his  demand  as  a  party  in  inter- 
est, for  he  had  waived  whatever  statutory  right  he  might  otherwise 
have  claimed,  by  his  failure  to  assert  it  in  time.  The  question  as  to 
Sullivan's  rights  under  his  purchase  therefore  becomes  one  solely  be- 
tween him  and  the  government,  and,  as  before  stated,  his  right  to  pur- 
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chase  as  he  did  was  indisputable  auder  the  raliiigs  and  decisions  gov- 
erning your  office  and  the  Department  at  that  time. 

It  is  objected,  however,  by  appellant  that  the  affidavit  made  by  Sul- 
livan when  he  made  his  homestead  entry  was  not  in  accordance  with 
law;  that^ therefore  bis  homestead  entry  was  illegal  and  void,  and  that 
no  right  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  could  be  predi- 
cated upon  such  an  entry.  The  gronnd  of  objection  to  the  affidavit  is  that 
it  was  made  before  a  clerk  of  court,  under  Section  2294  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  whereas  it  could  not  legally  l>e  so  made,  for  the  reason  that 
neither  Sullivan  nor  any  member  of  his  family  were  then  residing  on 
the  land. 

Admitting  the  fact  to  be  as  charged,  such  irregulaiity  could  be  cured 
bj'  the  filing  of  a  properly  executed  affidavit,  and  would  not  render  the 
entry  void,  but  only  voidable;  and  said  entry  being  on  its  face  valid, 
segregated  and  appropriated  the  land  covered  thereby,  so  long  as  it  re- 
mained of  record:  Graham  v.  Hastings  &  Dakota  Ily.  Co.  (I  L.  D., 
380);  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Manitoba  K.  II.  Co.  v.  Forseth  (3  L.  D., 
446.) 

The  case  consequently  comes  clearly  within  the  purview  of  the  act  of 
June  15,  1880,  so  as  to  authorize  Sullivan's  purchase  thereunder.  It 
was  long  held  by  your  office,  and  that  view  has  been  sustained  by  the 
Department  (see  case  of  George  W.  Maughan,  1  L.  D.,  53),  that  pur- 
chase may  be  made  under  section  two  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  al- 
though the  homestead  entry  was  void  at  inception.  I  do  not  stop  here 
to  consider  the  correctness  of  the  view  thus  enunciated,  for  it  is  not 
necessary  to  this  case,  but  refer  to  it  to  show  the  extent  to  which  the 
Department  has  gone  in  administering  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

Your  office  decision  awarding  the  tract  in  question  to  Sullivan  under 
his  purchase  is  affirmed. 


settlement  rights— act  of  may  14,  1880. 
Daniell  v.  Danforth. 

A  pre-eiuptor  aod  homesteader  with  coiiflictiDg  claims  having  agreed  to  certain 
mutual  concessions  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  the  controversy,  it  was  com- 
petent for  the  ])re-emptor  to  ahandou  his  claim  as  such  and  take  the  laud  as  a 
homestead,  and  he  would  in  such  case  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  bis  settlement 
as  provided  in  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  to  the  exclusion  of  intervening  claims. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  August  31,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Arthur  Daniell  v,  C.  A.  Danforth, 
involving  lots  3  and  4  of  Sec.  1,  T.  20  K,  R.  2  E.,  Olympia,  W.  T.,  ou 
appeal  by  Daniell  from  your  predecessor's  decision  of  December  13, 
1884,  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  which  rejected  his  ap« 
plication  to  file  a  pre-emption  claim  for  said  land. 

The  facts  material  to  the  issue  raised  by  the  appeal  are  as  follows. 
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In  1882  said  Danforth  endeavored  to  file  as  a  pre-emption  settler  for 
lots  3  and  4  and  the  SB.  ^  of  !N  W.  ^  of  said  section,  but  his  application 
was  rejected  becaase  of  the  superior  right  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company.  At  the  same  time  one  Eaton  was  claiming  all  of  said 
tracts  under  the  timber  and  stone  act,  and  one  Paxton  was  claiming 
them  (by  a  later  application)  as  a  homestead  settler,  both  claims  having 
been  rejecte<i,  however,  because  of  the  railroad  grant.  At  a  hearing 
ordered  in  1883,  the  Railroad  Company  and  Eaton  defaulted  and  tlience- 
forward  were  dropped  from  the  case.  Danforth  and  Paxton  a[)peared 
and  offered  testimony,  and  the  local  officers  decided  February  7,  1884, 
that  the  applications  of  both  should  be  allowed,  ''  and  the  priority  of 
the  respective  claims  determined  when  they  or  either  of  them  made 
final  proof."  So  appeal  from  said  decision  was  taken,  and  its  effect  was 
to  place  both  Danforth  and  Paxton  of  record  as  claiming  the  land,  the 
former  by  a  preemption  filing  and  the  latter  by  a  homestead  entry, 
from  date  of  their  respective  applications  in  1882.  At  date  of  said 
decision,  also,  both  parties  had  valuable  improvements  thereon,  Dan- 
forth's  being  wholly  on  the  SE.  J  of  NW.  J  of  the  section.  To  avoid 
farther  litigation,,  it  appears,  Danforth  and  Paxton  made  an  agreement 
to  divide  the  laud  between  them,  and  in  pursuau'^e thereof  they  appeared 
at  the  local  office  on  March  28,  1884 ;  Danforth  filed  a  relinquishment 
of  his  claim  to  the  SE.  J  of  NW.  J,  and  Paxton  filed  a  relinquishment 
of  his  claim  to  tots  3  and  4:  and  Danforth  made  homestead  entry  of 
said  lot8,  and  Paxton  made  homestead  entry  of  said  quarter-quarter. 

Thici  was  the  status  of  the  land  when  on  eFune  23,  1^84,  Daniell  ax>- 
plied  to  file  a  declaratory  statement  on  lots  3  and  4,  alleging  settlement 
on  the  24th  of  the  preceding  March,  Said  application  was  rejected  by 
the  local  oflQr.ers,  and  Daniell  appealed,  the  ground  of  his  appeal  being 
that,  as  Danforth  had  no  improvements  on  lots  3  and  4,  and  had  aban- 
doned his  pre-emption  claim  by  making  an  original  homestead  entry, 
his  right  thereunder  to  said  lots  attached  March  28,  1884;  and  that  as 
he  (Daniell)  had  settled  on  said  lots  on  the  24th  of  said  month,  his  right 
thereto  was  superior  to  Danforth's,  and  his  filing  should  have  been  re- 
ceived. Your  office  overruled  the  appeal,  however,  and  sustained  the 
rejection  as  aforesaid;  and  on  February  18,  1885,  a  motion  for  recon- 
sideration was  denied. 

I  entirely  concur  in  said  action  of  your  office.  It  is  clear  from  the 
recital  of  facts  above  that,  by  virtue  of  t  he  decision  of  February  14, 1884, 
the  tract  in  controversy  was  covered  by  a  subsisting  preemption  and 
homestead  claim  on  March  24,  the  date  whereon  D.iniell  alleges  settle- 
ment, and  thereafter  until  March  28,  and  that  therefore  no  valid  settle- 
ment on  it  could  then  be  made,  and  no  right  or  claim  to  it  could  thus 
be  iniated.  The  issue  in  relation  to  the  land  until  said  March  28  was 
solely  between  Danforth  and  Paxton,  and  if  Danforth  was  not  entitled 
to  it  the  Land  Department  would  have  awarded  it  to  Paxton.  The  two 
interested  parties,  however,  agreed  to  divide  the  land  between  them  and 
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thas  termiDate  litigation ;  aud  tbat  such  a  disposition  of  the  controversy 
was  lawful  aud  sbould.be  encouraged  by  the  government  is  clear,  and 
was  so  ruled  in  the  case  of  Ayers  v,  Buell  and  Connelly  (2  L.  D.,  257). 
In  so  doing,  it  was  entirely  competent,  I  think,  for  Danforth  to  abandon 
his  pre-emption  claim,  and  initiate  a  new  claim  under  the  homestead 
law.  This  he  did,  and  he  at  once  became  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  his 
settlement  for  three  months  prior  to  date  of  his  homestead  entry.  This 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  cut  off  DanielPs  claim  by  virtue  of  a  settle- 
ment within  said  three  months.  And  Danforth  has  since  notified  the 
Land  Department  that  he  proposes  to  claim  the  benefit  of  said  three 
months^  settlement. 

For  those  reasons  I  concur  in  the  action  of  your  office  rejecting  Dan- 
ielPs application,  and  affirm  said  decision. 

I  find  from  the  papers  before  me  that  Daniell  alleges  that  he  has 
asked  for  a  hearing,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  Danforth  did  not 
make  said  homestead  entry  in  good  faith  but  for  speculative  purposes, 
and  that  ytmr  office  has  not  yet  acted  upon  it.  This  was  assigned  as  a 
ground  of  reconsideration  of  your  said  decision,  and  also  as  error  in 
this  api>eal.  Said  assignments  are  not  well  taken,  for  the  reason  that 
the  issue  before  you,  and  properly  here  under  the  appeal,  arose  upon 
an  alleged  piiority  <»f  right.  I  think,  however,  that  this  allegation 
should  be  inquired  into,  and  that  you  should  order  a  hearing  for  that 
purpose.  Said  hearing  should  properly  embrace  the  good  faith  of  Dan- 
forth at  and  from  the  date  of  his  homestead  entry  on  Lots  3  and  4,  and 
under  his  pre^ent  application  Daniell  should  be  treated  as  a  protestant. 
There  are  certain  facts  already  in  the  record  bearing  upon  this  charge, 
but  they  have  not  been  presented  in  such  manner  as  to  juhtify  the  Land 
Department  in  passing  on  them. 
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George  Ramsey. 

The  fact  of  recluiiiariou  may  be  bIiowu  ou  tinal  pn^of  without  hhowiug  the  results  of 
rcclamatiOQ. 

If  it  be  shown  tliat  a  sufficient  peruiaueut  supply  of  water  to  effectually  irrigate  the 
land  has  been  secured,  the  proof  should  l>e  deemed  satisfactory  without  requir- 
ing proof  of  crops  raised  as  the  result  of  irrigation. 

It  should  appear  however  that  the  whole  tract  for  which  final  proof  is  submitted  has 
been  actually  irrigated  in  a  manner  indicative  of  good  faith,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion the  qnantity  of  water,  the  right  to  its  use,  aud  the  manner  of  its  distribu- 
tion should  be  duly  considered. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  CommUisioner  Sparls^  September  1, 1886. 

By  letter  "C"  of  May  10,  1886,  you  transmitted  the  appeal  of  George 
Bamsey  from  your  decision  of  October  12,  1885,  rejecting  his  final  proof 
on  desert  land  entry  of  the  SE.  i  and  the  SW.  J  of  NB.  J  of  Sec.  8,  T. 
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24  N.,  K.  64  W.,  made  May  13,  1885,  at  the  Cheyenne  laud  office,  Wyo- 
ming Territory. 

From  the  records  in  the  case  it  appears  that  on  the  13th  of  August, 
188.^,  the  local  officers  transmitted  for  instructions  the  said  final  proof 
of  Hamsey,  together  with  his  relinquishment  of  the  S.  i  of  said  SE.  ij, 
they  thinking  that  they  had  no  authority  to  receive  final  proof  for  a 
part  of  a  desert  land  entry,  even  when  accompanied  by  a  relinquish- 
ment of  the  remaining  part. 

Your  decision  herein  appealed  from  was  thereupon  rendered,  by 
which  the  said  entry  was  canceled  to  the  extent  of  the  relinquishment, 
the  filial  proof  for  the  remainder  was  rejected  and  returned  to  the  local 
office.  This  decision  ruled  that  before  final  proof  upon  desert  land  en- 
tries can  be  accepted,  it  must  be  shown  that  agricultural  crops  have 
been  raised  on  the  land  reclaimed.     Upon  this  point  yon  say  : 

"  1  shall  require  evidence  that  the  law  has  been  complied  with  in  form 
and  spirit.  1  do  not  think  the  fact  that  crops  can  be  raised  is  estab- 
lished until  ir  is  shown  that  crops  have  been  raised;  audit  must  also 
be  shown  that  the  raising  of  the  croi»  is  the  result  of  a  reclamation 
without  which*  the  crop  could  not  have  been  raised.'' 

The  appeal  urges  that  upon  this  point  your  decision  is  in  direct  op- 
l)osition  to  the  instructions  of  my  immediate  predecessor  upon  the  same 
point. 

The  desert  land  act  (19  Stat..  377)  provides:  that  any  ([ualified  per- 
son, ''upon  the  payment  of  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  may  file  a  decla- 
ration, under  oath,  that  he  intends  to  reclaim  a  tract  of  dej^ert  land, 
not  exceeding  one  section,  by  conducting  water  upon  the  same  within 
the  period  of  three  years  thereafter."  And  that  ''at  any  time  within 
the  period  of  three  years  after  filing  said  declaration,  upon  making  sat- 
isfactory proof  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  reclamation  of  said 
tract  of  land  in  the  manner  aforesaid^  and  upon  the  payment  to  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  additional  sum  of  $1.00  per  acre,  for  a  tract  of  land  not 
excee<ling  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  to  any  one  person,  a  patent  for 
the  same  shall  be  issued  to  him." 

This  act  has  been  the  subject  of  construction  hy  the  Department 
more  than  once,  and  the  several  conclusions  arrived  at  have  not  been 
uniform.  Within  a  few  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  wit,  March 
12,  1877,  your  office  issued  a  circular  of  instructions  for  guidance  in 
carrying  its  provisions  into  eftect.  (2  C.  L.  L.,  1375.)  Therein  it  was 
said:  "At  any  time  within  three  years  after  the  date  of  filing  the  dec- 
laration and  the  issue  of  certificate,  the  proper  party  may  make  satis- 
factory proof  of  having  conducted  water  upon  the  land  applied  for." 

These  instructions  continued  in  force  until  they  were  supplemented 
by  those  of  September  3,  1880  (ib.,  1882).  Therein  it  was  held :  First, 
That  the  whole  tract  must  be,  in  fact,  irrigated  in  a  manner  suitable 
for  cultivation,  and  indicative  of  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant.  And 
second,  That  an  agricultural  crop  of  cereals,  vegetables,  or  hay,  must 
be  raised  within  the  statutory  period  of  three  years. 
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The  same  question  wjus  discussed  incidentally  in  tbe  case  of  Wallace 
17.  Bojce,  (1  L.  D.,  54,)  although  that  case  turned  upon  a  different  ques- 
tion, viz:  That  the  claimant  had  not  conveyed  water  upon  the  land  to 
any  extent  whatever;  and  the  only  thing  therein  decided  was  that  the 
intendment  of  the  statute  was  to  provide  for  the  reclamation  of  desert 
lands  to  an  agricultural  state,  that  Congress  had  specified  water  as  a 
means  to  that  end,  and  that  there  should  be  sufficient  water  to  pre]>are 
the  land  for  cultivation. 

This  case  was  commented  upon  and  explained  by  my  immediate  pre- 
decessor in  his  instructions  before  mentioned  (3  L.  D.,  385),  which  was 
the  last  time,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  this  question  has  been  beiore 
this  Department  until  the  present.  This  was  on  the  9th  of  February, 
1885;  and  the  ruling  then  adopted  was  that  ''The  proof  is  satisfactory 
when  it  shows  the  claimant  to  be  the  owner  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  to  irrigate  the  land  sufficiently  for  agricultural  pur])oses,  and 
that  he  has  conveyed  such  water  on  the  lands,  so  that  it  can  be  used  in 
irrigating  the  cro])." 

Now,  b}'  the  terms  of  the  act,  the  land  is  to  be  reclaimed  "by  con- 
ducting water  upon  the  same."  The  first  question  to  be  determined  is, 
the  significance  of  the  word  "reclaim"  as  it  is  used  in  the  act.  In  the 
interpretation  of  statutes  the  rule  is  that,  "Words  are  generally  used 
in  their  usual  and  most  known  signification."  (1  Blackstone,  50.) 
Hence,  applying  the  general  meaning  to  the  word  "reclaim,"  as  given 
by  Webster,  and  the  meaning  of  the  statute  is:  That  the  desert  lands 
shall  be  reduced  to  an  agricultural  state  "  by  conducting  water  upon  the 
same."  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  an  agricultural  crop  must  be 
raised  in  order  to  show  that  such  a  condition  has  been  arrived  at.  In 
other  words,  it  is  not  necessary  to  show  the  results  of  reclamation  in 
order  to  prove  the  fact  of  reclamation.  And  under  the  statute  the /act 
of  reclamation  is  all  that  need  be  proven.  The  reason  is  this:  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  the  soil  of  the  desert  lands  that  are  affected  by 
this  act  under  consideration,  has  all  the  elements  to  make  it  iiroductive 
except  watei*.  If  it  has,  then  the  fiwt  that  it  has  been  supplied  with  a 
sufficient  peimanont  supply  of  water  is  all  that  can  be  required  under 
the  statute.  If  it  has  not,  then  it  can  not  be  reclaimed  "by  conducting 
tcater  upon  the  same,"  and  the  object  of  the  statute  is  defeated.  As 
was  said  by  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  (3  L.  D.,  386):  "The  raising  of  a  crop 
may  be  evidence  of  reclamation,  but  it  is  not  the  only  evidence  that 
ought  to  be  received,  and  ought  not  at  any  time  to  dispense  with  actual 
proof  as  to  the  character  of  the  ditch,  quantity  of  water,  etc.,  owned 
by  the  claimant."  But  I  will  go  one  step  further  than  my  predecessor, 
and  hold  that  the  whole  tract  for  which  proof  is  offered,  (unless  it  be 
possibly  some  high  points  or  uneven  surfaces  which  are  practically  not 
susceptible  of  irrigation,)  must  be  (tctually  irrigated  in  a  manner  indica- 
tive of  the  good  faith  of  the  claimant.     In  this  connection  the  right  to 
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the  water  used,  the  quantity  of  it,  the  manner  of  its  distribution,  and 
the  permanency  of  the  supply  are  all  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  confirmed,  I  think,  by  an  examination  of 
the  debates  in  Congress  when  the  act  was  passed.  There  was  little  or 
no  discussion  of  the  original  bill  in  the  House,  where  it  originated ; 
but  in  the  Senate  it  was  discussed  at  considerable  length.  In  the  re- 
I>ort  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Public  Lands  accompanying  the  bill, 
I  find  the  following  language:  *'The  bill  provides  for  the  sale  of  a  sec- 
tion of  land  to  any  person  who  will  first  irrigate  the  sama  at  the  usual 
price  of  $1.26  per  acre."  And  again,  "  But  the  Committee  believe  that 
when  these  lands  are  irrigated  they  will  be  of  sufficient  value  to  enable 
the  purchaser  to  pay  the  government  price  paid  for  other  public  lands." 
And  in  the  discassion  over  the  bill.  Senator  Sargent,  of  California,  who 
had  charge  of  the  bill,  in  answer  to  certain  interrogatories  as  to  the 
manner  of  irrigation,  the  amount  of  water  required,  etc.,  said : 

"Now  we  propose  by  this  bill  that  the  parties  shall  have  a  right  to 
have  an  exclusive  right  to  buy  the  laud  for  three  years,  provided  they 
in  good  faith  start  to  bring  water  upon  the  land,  and  do  bring  the  water 
to  the  land;  and  when  they  have  brought  enough  water  there  to  make 

it  an  object  for  people  to  occupy  the  land These  lan*ls  yield 

richly,  provided  they  can  get  the  water A  person  can  not  live 

there  unless  he  has  irrigation."    See  Congressional  Record,  44th  Con- 
gress, 2d  Sess.,  Vol.  5,  Part  3.    Pages  1964-1974. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  observed  in  these  debates  which  indicates  in 
the  slightest  that  Congress  ever  intended  that  the  claimant  under  this 
act  should  in  any  case  be  required  to  show  the  results  of  reclamation 
before  his  final  proof  should  be  accepted.  It  was  considered  sufficient 
that  proper  irrigation  be  proven. 

With  reference  to  the  particular  proof  of  Ramsey,  I  have  to  say  that 
in  my  opinion  it  conforms  to  the  rule  above  adopted.  It  is  therein  testi- 
fied to  by  two  witnesses,  who  appear  to  be  in  a  condition  to  testify  un- 
derstaDdingly,  and  from  personal  observation  of  the  land,  that  there  is 
one  large  main  ditch  four  feet  wide  in  the  bottom  and  two  feet  deep, 
running  through  each  legal  subdivision  of  the  tiact  in  controversy ;  that 
there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  thus  obtained,  which  is  spread  over 
the  entire  tract  by  "tapping"  this  main  ditch;  that  there  has  been  a 
suflScient  amount  conducted  upon,  and  distributed  over,  the  land  to 
render  it  productive.  And  the  claimant  is  one  of  an  association  that 
owns  this  ditch,  and  has  an  absolute  ownership  of  sufficient  water  to 
irrigate  tiiis  land  properly,  thus  insuring  the  i>ermanence  of  the  supply. 
No  crops  have  as  yet  been  raised  upon  the  land,  but  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses states  that,  "  it  is  now  (July  13, 1885)  under  cultivation." 

Entertaining  the  views  that  I  do,  upon  this  question,  I  reverse  your 
decision. 
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homestead— adjoining  farm  entry, 
Thomas  B.  Hartzell. 

The  right  to  mako  an  adjoining  farm  entry  cannot  be  invoked  for  the  purpose  of 
securinp^  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  one  who  '^owns''  a  less  amount  which 
was  entered  niidor  the  general  homestead  law. 

Conteniporaneons  and  uniform  executive  construction  should  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive where  there  is  doubt  as  t6  the  exact  intendment  of  a  statute. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrovo  to  Commissioner  Sparlsj  Septembet*  3,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Thomas  B.  Hartzell  from  your  deci- 
sion of  May  21,  1885,  rejecting  his  application  to  make  an  adjoining 
farm  entry  of  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  Los  Angeles,  California,  dis- 
trict 

It  appears  that  Hartzell,  on  November  9, 1883,  made  homestead  entry 
of  the  N.i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T.  14  S.,  R.  1.  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  in  said  land 
district,  on  which  entry  final  certificate  was  issued  December  21,  1883. 
On  April  13,  1885,  said  Hartzell  made  application  t'O  l)e  allowed  to 
make  '*an  adjoining  farm  entry''  of  the  SW.Jof  SB.  J  of  Sec.  7,  and  the 
NW.  J  of  NW.^  of  Sec.  17,  same  town  and  range.  This  application  was 
rejected  by  the  local  oflRcers  and  on  appeal  the  rejection  was  affirmed 
by  you. 

GlaimHnt  states  that  at  the  time  he  made  his  homestead  entry  in  1883 
the  land  he  now  seeks  as  an  *' adjoining  farm  entry'- was  within  the 
withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and 
he  was  thereby  prevented  from  entering  the  same;  but  that,  with  the 
consent  of  that  Company,  and  the  expectation  of  procuring  title  from 
it,  he  improved  and  cultivated  the  land;  and  inasmuch  as  said  railroad 
grant  has  been  forfeited  and  he  can  not  procure  title  from  said  company 
for  the  land,  he  makes  the  present  application. 

I  have  caused  the  records  of  your  office  to  be  examined,  and  they 
show  that  the  land  now  sought  to  be  entered  was  never  within  the 
withdrawal  for  the  said  railroad  company,  and  hence  was  subject  to 
entry  at  the  time  of  the  original  homestead  entry  of  Hartzell  was  made 
in  1883. 

Yon  reject  his  present  application  on  the  ground  that  in  making 
entry  in  1883  he  exhausted  his  homestead  right.  In  this  it  is  strenu- 
ously insisted  by  counsel  that  you  erred. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1862,  conferring  the  general 
homestead  right,  al^^o  contained  the  provision  under  which  the  right 
to  make  an  adjoining  farm  entry  is  claimed.  These  provisions  are  em- 
bodied in  Section  2289  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  clause  relating 
to  the  adjoining  entry  states  that,  "Every  person  owning  or  residing  on 
land  may  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  enter  other  land  contig- 
uous to  his  land,  which  shall  not,  with  the  land  so  already  owned  and 
occupied,  exceed  in  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres." 
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In  relation  to  the  general  homestead  right,  granted  by  the  act  of 
May  20,  1862,  it  was  said  by  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  in  the  case  of 
Hiram  E.  Thornton,  3  L.  D.,  on  page  511 : 

"That  act  (of  May  20,  1862,)  provided  that  any  one  qualified  should 
*  be  entitled  to  enter  one  quarter  section  or  a  less  quantity '  of  unap- 
propriated public  land.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  here  is  no  expressed 
restriction  upon  the  right  of  entry,  so  far  as  the  numbers  thereof  are 
concerned,  but  there  is  the  emphatic  declaration  that  the  party  should 
be  '  entitled '  to  make  entry  to  the  extent  of  one  quarter  section  and 
no  more.  Yet  the  Department,  viewing  the  context  of  the  whole  act, 
construed  the  above  general  provision,  as  to  the  right  of  entry,  to  mean 
that  but  one  entry  could  be  made,  whether  for  a  whole  quarter  section 
or  less.  This  rule,  established  shortly  after  the  ])assage  of  that  act,  has 
been  adhered  to  consistently  and  persistently  ever  since." 

In  harmon3'  with  this  rule,  the  Department  has  uniformly  held  that 
the  land  '* owned"  by  a  party  seeking  to  make  an  adjoining  farm  entry 
must  be  *' owned"  otherwise  than  under  the  homestead  law,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  to  hold  otherwise  would  be  to  give  to  such  party 
more  than  one  homestead  right  under  said  act.  See  cases  of  Savage  v. 
Weymouth,  and  ex  parte  W.  C.  Thomas,  (12  0.  L.  O.,  120-1).  This 
contemporaneous  and  uniform  executive  construction  is  not  to  be  disre- 
garded, but  should  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  statute  itself. 
Brown  v.  United  States  (113  U.  S.,  568). 

Congress,  by  implication,  recognizing  and  acquiescing  in  the  above 
construction  of  the  homestead  law,  has  by  statutory  enactments  estab- 
lished some  exceptions  to  the  general  rule.  The  first  of  these,  found 
in  Section  2306  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  is  the  result  of  legislation  in 
1872  and  1873,  and  makes  an  exception  in  favor  of  those  who  were  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  tTnited  States.  It  does  not  appear 
that  Uartzell  was  in  such  service  and  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  said 
section.  The  next  exceptions  are  made  by  the  acts  of  March  3,  and 
July  1,  1879  (20  &  21  Stats.,  pp.  472  and  48,  respectively).  These  two 
acts  provide  in  substance  that  where  a  person  has  taken  a  homestead 
within  the  limits  of  any  railroad  grant,  and  was  by  existing  law  re- 
stricted to  eighty  acres,  he  might  enter,  under  the  homestead  laws,  an 
additional  eighty  acres,  adjoining  the  original  entry.  But  the  provis- 
ions of  these  acts  cannot  be  invoked  to  aid  Hartzell's  case,  because  (1) 
the  land  embraced  in  his  original  homestead  entry,  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  your  of&ce,  was  not  within  railroad  limits:  nor  (2)  was  he  at 
the  time  of  said  entry  restricted  by  existing  law  to  the  entr^-  of  only 
eighty  acres:  and  (3)  said  acts  only  apply  to  such  persons  as  had 
"taken  a  homestead,"  and  not  to  those  who  might  thereafter  take  such 
homestead,  as  did  Eartzell  in  1883,  four  years  after  the  passage  of  the 
acts. 

On  May  6, 1886,  Congress  passed  another  act  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, making  therein  no  new  exception  to  the  general  rule,  but  only  dis- 
pensing with  cost  of  patent  and  with  proof  of  settlement  and  cultiva- 
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tion  on  the  additional  entries  allowed  auder  the  two  acts  of  1879,  pro- 
vided the  entryman  had  made  final  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation 
under  the  original  entry. 
I  therefore  find  no  error  in  your  8aid  decision  and  affirm  the  same. 


coal  land-'proof  as  to  the  miferal  character  of  land, 
Commissioners  of  Kings  County  v.  Alexander  et  al. 

The  proof  of  the  minoral  character  of  laud  roust  be  specific  and  based  upon  the 

actual  production  of  mineral. 
It  is  not  enough  to  show  that  adjoining  lands  are  of  mineral  character,  but  it  must 

be  shown  as  a  present  fact  that  the  lands  are  mineral. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  CovimifiHwner  Sparks,  September  4,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Commissioners  of  Kings  County, 
Washington  Territory,  v,  William  el.  Alexander,  Joseph  Thiel,  Charles 
A.  Berger,  John  Goehan  and  Alexander  Laird,  as  presented  by  the 
appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  October  3, 
1884,  sustaining  several  cohI  entries  made  by  said  entryraen. 

The  record  shows  that  Alexander  made  coal  entry  No.  61  of  Lot  5,  N. 
i  of  the  8  W.  i  and  SE.  J  of  the  S  W.  i  of  Sec.  16,  T.  24  N.,  R.  4  E.,  on  April 
6, 1883;  that  Joseph  Thiel  made  coal  entry  No.  62  of  Lots  1,  2  and  W.  i 
of  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  16,  T.  25  N.,  R.  4  E.,  on  April  7.h,  same  year;  . 
Charles  A.  Berger  made  coal  entry  No.  63  ol  Lots  4,  5,  6  ami  N W.  J  of 
the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  16,  same  township  and  range,  cm  April  7,  1883;  that 
John  Geehan  made  coal  entry  No.  64  of  Lot  3,  Sec.  16,  same  township 
and  range,  on  April  9,  1883.  and  that  Alexander  C.  Laird  made  coal 
entry  No.  65  of  Lots  3,  4  and  S.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  16,  T.  24  N.,  R.  4  E., 
Olympia  land  district,  W.  T. 

The  above  entries  were  made  nnder  Section  2347  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes. The  lands  covered  by  said  entries  are  in  Section  16  of  townships 
24  and  26,  range  4  east.  Allegations  having  been  tiled  b3'  said  Com- 
missioners that  said  lands  are  reserved  for  school  purposes;  that  they 
are  of  great  value  on  account  of  their  proximity  to  the  City  of  Seattle, 
and  that  they  are  not  mineral  land,  your  office  on  December  21,  1883, 
directed  the  local  land  officers  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine  the  char- 
acter of  the  land,  whether  mineral  or  not. 

February  20,  1884,  was  set  for  the  hearing,  at  which  all  parties  in 
interest  appeared  by  counsel  and  offered  testimony.  On  April  3,  1884, 
the  district  officers  transmitted  the  testimony  without  rendering  any 
opinion  thereon.  Your  office,  however,  on  October  3,  1884,  considered 
the  evidence  and  found  that  the  weight  of  the  testimony,  as  to  the  dip, 
strike  and  angle  of  inclination  of  the  surrounding  veins,  mines  and  crop- 
pings,  together  with  the  invariable  similarity  of  the  incasing  strata  to 
that  discovered  by  the  shaft,  established  that  the  coal  deposit  extended 
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under  the  lands  in  questioD,  and  that  they  should  be  classed  as  coal 
lands;  and  held  that  said  entries  should  remain  intact. 

The  record  is  exceedinf^ly  bulky,  much  of  the  testimony  offered  is 
irrelevant,  and  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  witnesses  claiminpr  to  be  ex- 
perts are  in  direct  conflict.  The  testimony  shows  that,  although  one 
shaft  has  been  sunk  ninety  feet  deep,  no  coal  has  been  found  upon  said 
lands.  Indeed,  counsel  for  the  entrymen  concede  this  fact,  but  contend 
that  the  preponderance  of  the  testimony  shows  that  the  coal  measures 
extend  under  these  lands,  and  therefore  their  coal  character  is  estab- 
lished so  as  to  render  them  subject  to  entry  under  said  Section  2347. 

It  is  clear  that  if  said  lands  are  not  mineral,  they  are  not  subject  to 
entry  under  said  section.  It  is  true  that  the  entrymen  have  made  aflft- 
davit.  among  other  things,  that  they  are  well  ai-quainted  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  land  applied  tor  and  with  each  and  every  legal  subdivision 
thereof,  having  frequtntly  passed  over  the  same;  that  their  knowledge 
is  such  as  to  enable  them  to  testify  understandingly  with  regard  thereto; 
that  said  lands  contain  large  dejiosits  of  coal,  and  are  chiefly  valuable 
therefor,  but  it  nowhere  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
that  any  coal  has  been  actually  found  upon  the  lands  covered  by  said 
entries. 

The  lands  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  city  of  Seattle  and  the  evidence 
shows  that  they  are  valuable  by  reason  thereof.  It  is  a  signiticant  fact 
that  not  one  of  the  entrymen  appeared  at  the  hearing  and  gave  testi- 
mony concerning  the  character  of  the  land,  or  their  means  of  knowl- 
edge by  which  they  were  enabled  to  make  the  affidayits  above  referred 
to.  Aside  from  the  testimony  offered  by  the  protestants,  the  evidence 
submitted  by  the  counsel  for  the  entrymen  shows  that  their  opinion  is 
based  upon  a  mere  theory  that  coal  will  be  found,  if  the  shaft  is  sunk 
deep  enough.  But  it  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Dci>artment  that 
the  proof  of  the  mineral  character  of  land  must  be  specific  and  based 
upon  the  actual  production  of  mineral;  that  it  is  not  enough  to  show 
that  neighboring  or  adjoining  lauds  are  mineral  in  character,  and  that 
the  lands  in  controversy  may  hereafter  develop  minerals  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  show  its  mineral  character,  but  it  must  be  shown  as  a  pres- 
ent fact  that  the  lands  are  mineral,  and  this  must  appear  from  actual 
production  of  mineral  and  not  from  a  theory  that  the  lands  may  hereaf- 
ter produce  it.  Hooper  v.  Ferguson  (2  L.  D.,  712);  Dughi  v.  Harkins 
(ibid.,  721) ;  Roberts i?.  Jepson  (4  L.  D.,  60) ;  Cleghorn  v.  Bird  (ibid.,  478) ; 
Lientz  et  al.  v.  Victor  et  al,  (17  Cal.,  272) ;  Alford  v.  Barnum  et  al.  (45 
(:al.,  482). 

Since  the  evidence  shows  that  said  land  is  not  mineral  in  character, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  consider  the  question  whether  the  reservation 
for  school  purposes  for  the  benefit  of  said  Territory  withdraws  from 
mineral  entry  those  lands  in,  school  sections  not  known  to  be  mineral 
at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  township  plat  thereof  in  the  local  land 
ofSce.    While  it  is  true  that  if  the  lands  applied  for  are  clearly  mineral 
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in  character,  tlie  mere  fact  of  their  close  proximity  to  a  city  would  be 
no  reason  for  refusing  an  entry  under  the  mining  laws,  yet  the  fact  of 
the  increased  value  of  such  lands,  by  reason  of  their  location,  may  ac- 
count for  an  attempt  to  acquire  title  to  the  same  under  the  mining  laws, 
when  their  mineral  character  is  not  shown. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  record,  it  is  evident  that  said  en- 
tries were  not  made  in  accordance  with  law. 

Said  decision  cf  your  office  is  accordingly  reversed,  and  you  will 
plense  cause  said  entries  to  be  canceled. 


HOMESTEAD— ADDITIONAL  EXTRT—ACT  OF  MAY  (y,  1886. 

CiRCULAK. 

CommisHioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers^  July  26,  1886. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  act  of  Congress  and  instruc- 
tions thereunder:- 

AN  ACT  to  proteot  homestead  settlers  within  railway  liniita  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  U  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  JRepresentativeft  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  all  bomentead  settlers  on  public  lands  witbiii  the  railway 
limits  restricted  to  less  than  odd  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  who  have  hereto- 
fore made  or  may  hereafter  make  the  additional  entry  allowed  either  by  the  act 
approved  March  tliird  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  or  the  act  approved  July- 
first  eii?hteen  hundred  and  Heventy-uine,  after  having  made  final  proof  of  settlement 
anil  cultivation  under  the  orit^inal  entry,  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the  lands  covered 
by  the  additional  entry  patented  without  any  further  cost  or  proof  of  settlement  and 
cultivation. 

Approved  May  6,  1886. 

1.  The  acts  of  March  3  and  July  1,  1879,  provide  that  homesiead 
settlers  who  make  additional  or  new  homestead  entries  under  authority 
thereof,  are  required  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  the  land  embraced  in 
such  additional  or  new  entries  for  at  least  one  year. 

2.  The  present  act  dispenses  with  the  requirements  of  residence  and 
cultivation  upon  and  of  the  tracts  embraced  in  additional  entries  made 
under  the  former  acts.  Such  additional  entries  can  be  made  only  upon 
tracts  "adjoining  the  land  embraced  in  the  original  entry." 

3.  The  requirement  of  residence  and  cultivation  is  not  dispensed  with 
in  respect  to  new  entries  made  under  the  acts  of  March  3  and  July  1, 
1879. 

4.  In  order  to  entitle  a  homestead  entryman  to  an  additional  entry 
under  the  act  of  March  3  or  July  1, 1879,  and  to  a  patent  for  such  addi- 
tional entry  under  this  act,  his  original  entry  must  be  a  valid,  bona  fide 
entry,  and  the  proofs  presented  in  support  thereof  must  be  accepted  by 
this  Office. 

5.  You  will,  therefore,  in  no  case  issue  a  final  certificate  on  the  addi- 
tional entry  until  you  have  been  advised  by  this  Office  that  final  proof 
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on  the  original  entry  has  been  approved  and  the  additional  entry 
allowed.  When  so  advised  you  will  issue  final  certificate  on  the  addi- 
tional entry  without  cost  to  the  entryman,  and  forward  the  same  to  this 
Office. 

6.  Form  4-197,  with  necessary  alterations,  may  be  used  for  final  cer- 
tificates under  this  act. 
Approved : 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamab, 

Secretary. 


timber  cutting  on  the  public  domain. 

Circular.* 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D.  (7.,  Augmt  5,  1886. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the 
Ist  section  of  the  act  of  June  3,  1878,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the 
citizens  of  Colorado,  ISTevada,  and  the  Territories  to  fell  and  remove 
timber  on  the  public  domain  for  mining  and  domestic  purposes,''  the 
following  rules  and  regulations  are  hereby  prescribed: 

1st.  The  act  applies  only  to  the  States  of  Colorado  and  Nevada,  and 
to  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Dakota, 
Idaho,  and  Montana,  and  other  mineral  districts  of  the  United  States 
not  specially  provided  for. 

2d.  The  land  from  which  timber  is  felled  or  removed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  must  be  known  to  be  of  a  strictly  mineral  character 
and  that  it  is  "not  subject  to  entry  under  existing  laws  of  the  United 
States,  except  for  mineral  entry." 

3d.  No  person,  not  a  citizen,  or  bona  fide  resident  of  a  State,  Territory, 
or  other  mineral  district,  provided  for  in  said  act,  is  permitted  to  fell  or 
remove  timber  from  mineral  lands  therein.  And  no  person,  firm,  or 
corporation  felling  or  removing  timber  under  this  act  shall  sell  or  dispose 
of  the  same,  or  the  Inmber  manufactured  therefrom,  to  any  other  than 
citizens  and  bona  fiAe  residents  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  such 
timber  is  cut,  nor  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  the  legitimate  use  of 
said  purchaser  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  act. 

4th,  Every  owner  or  manager  of  a  saw-mill,  or  other  person  felling 
or  removing  timber  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  keep  a  record 
of  all  timber  so  cut  or  removed,  stating  time  when  cut,  names  of  parties 
cutting  the  same  or  in  charge  of  the  work,  and  describing  the  land  from 
whence  cut  by  legal  subdivisions  if  surveyed,  and  as  near  as  practicable 


"For  previous  circulars  on  this  subject  see  I  L.  D,,  601-3;  4  id.  521;  10  C.  L.  0., 
136  et  $eq.;  12  id.  126. 
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if  not  surveyed,  with  a  statement  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  is 
claimed  that  the  land  is  mineral  in  character,  and  stating  also  the  kind 
and  quantity  of  lumber  manufactured  therefrom,  together  with  the 
names  of  parties  to  whom  any  such  timber  or  lumber  is  sold,  dates  of 
sale,  and  the  purpose  for  which  sold,  and  shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of 
such  timber,  or  lumber  made  from  such  timber,  without  taking  from  the 
purchaser  a  written  agreement  that  the  same  shall  not  be  used  except 
for  building,  agricultural,  mining,  or  other  domestic  purposes  within  the 
State  or  Territory ;  and  every  such  purchaser  shall  further  be  required  to 
lile  with  said  owner  or  manager  a  certificate,  under  oath,  that  he  pur- 
chases such  timber  or  lumber  exclusively  for  his  own  use  and  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid. 

5th.  The  books,  files  and  records  of  all  mill-men  or  other  persons  so 
cutting,  removing,  and  selling  such  timber  or  lumber,  required  to  be 
kept  as  above  mentioned,  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  the  officers  and  agents  of  this  Department. 

6th.  Timber  felled  or  removed  shall  be  strictlj'  limited  to  building^ 
agricultural,  mining,  and  other  domestic  purposes,  within  the  State  or 
Territory  where  it  grew. 

All  cutting  of  such  timber  for  use  outside  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  the  same  is  cut,  and  all  removals  thereof  outside  of  the  State  or 
Territory  where  it  is  cut,  are  forbidden. 

7th.  No  person  will  be  permitted  to  fell  or  remove  any  growing  trees 
of  any  kind  whatsoever,  less  than  eight  inches  in  diameter. 

8th.  Persons  felling  or  removing  timber  from  public  mineral  lands  of 

the  United  States  must  utilize  all  of  each  tree  cut  that  can  be  protit/ably 

used,  and  must  cut  and  remove  the  tops  and  brush,  or  dispose  of  the 

same  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  forest  fires.    The  act 

under  which  these  rules  and  regulations  were  prescribed  provides  as 

follows : 

Sec.  3.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  any  rules  and  regulations  in  pursuance  thereof  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon 
conviction  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  to  which  may  be  added  imprisonment  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

9th.  These  rules  and  regulations  shall  take  effect  September  1,  1886, 

and  all  existing  rules  and  regulations  heretofore  prescribed  under  said 

act,  inconsistent  herewith,  are  hereby  revoked. 

WM.  A.  J.  SPARKS, 

Commisswner. 
Approved,  August. 

L.  Q.  0.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 
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MlXIXa^  CLAIM—SUir  TO  VACATE  PATENT. 

Egbert  Hawke. 

Failure  to  comply  with  local  regulations  may  be  shown  by  protest  or  adverse  claim, 
but  does  not  afford  ground  for  judicial  proceeding  against  the  patentee  by  the 
government  where  no  conflict  with  the  general  law  appears. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  September  6,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  application  of  D.  JQ.  Vaughn  and  others  of 
Deadwood,  Dakota,  for  the  institution  of  a  suit  by  the  United  States  to 
vacate  patent  No.  5312,  issued  January  31,  1882,  to  Robert  Hawke, 
upon  Placer  Mineral  Entry  No.  8,  Whitewood  mining  district,  Lawrence 
County,  Dakota. 

The  ground  of  said  application  is  fraud  by  Hawke  in  procuring  issue 
of  tLe  patent,  in  that  he  procured  it  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the 
houses  and  other  improvements  of  occupants  of  the  land,  in  that  he 
failed  to  comply  with  the  law  in  respect  of  expenditure  on  tbe  claim,  in 
that  be  failed  to  comply  with  the  local  mining  regulations  in  making 
his  location,  and  in  that  the  land  is  not  and  never  was  valuable  for 
minerals.  These  charges  are  said  to  be  supi)orted  by  a  number  of  affi- 
davits which  accompany  tbe  application. 

The  report  of  your  office,  now  before  me,  shows  that  this  patent  is 
based  upon  a  relocation  made  by  said  Hawke  on  September  12,  1877. 
The  claim  is  within  the  limits  of  the  town  site  of  Deadwood,  and  several 
protests  were  duly  filed  against  it,  alleging  the  non -mineral  character 
of  the  landj'which  were  disposed  of  by  the  decision  of  the  Department 
rendered  December  11),  1881,  in  the  ca«eofTownsite  of  Deadwood  (8  0. 
L.  O.,  153),  affirming  the  decision  of  your  office  fid.,  18).  Said  case 
arose  upon  protests  filed  by  the  townsite  occupants  against  various 
mineral  claimants,  including  Bobert  Hawke.  Hearing  was  ordered 
upon  tbe  question  of  the  character  of  the  land,  at  which  some  eighteen 
hundred  pages  of  testimony  were  submitted,  and  on  said  testimony 
certain  of  the  mining  claims  were  held  to  be  valuable  for  minerals, 
among  others  the  claim  now  in  question,  and  patent  accordingly  issued 
to  Hawke.  All  the  tracts  thus  found  to  be  mineral  were  ordered  to  be 
segregated  from  the  townsite  entry,  and  townsite  patent  will  issue,  as 
I  am  informed,  excluding  said  tracts  by  metes  and  bounds. 

In  respect  to  the  charge  that  Hawke  procured  the  patent  in  order 
to  acquire  the  improvements  of  the  townsite  occupants,  it  rests  upon 
the  allegation  that  certain  persons,  being  or  claiming  to  be  agents  or 
co-owners  with  Hawke,  have  been  endeavoring  to  persuade  these  occu- 
pants to  purchase  said  improvements  from  Hawke.  If  tbe  land  was 
mineral,  as  it  was  decided  to  be,  the  case  of  Defi'eback  v.  Hawke  (115 
n.  S.,  392, 407)  holds  that  the  townsite  settlers  were  on  it  without  legal 
or  equitable  right,  and  were  not  even  entitled  to  compensation  for  their 
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improvements  under  local  statutes.  Obviously,  therefore,  tbe  United 
States  are  under  no  obligation,  on  the  above  allegation,  to  protect  such 
settlers  by  the  institution  of  the  suit  prayed  for. 

In  regard  to  the  amount  of  work  done  on  this  claim,  there  is  an  alle- 
gation that  it  did  not  amount  to  one  hundred  dollars;  but  said  allega- 
tion is  entirely  too  general,  in  the  face  of  the  record  upon  which  patent 
issued,  to  warrant  a  suit  to  set  it  aside. 

The  charge  of  non-compliance  with  the  local  mining  regulations  rests 
upon  the  allegation  that  Hawke  has  embraced  in  his  claim  *'a  strip  of 
land  821  feet  in  length  up  and  down  Whitewood  Gulch,"  and  has  ex- 
tended its  side  lines  beyond  "what  is  known  as  the  second  rim  rock." 
The  copy  of  said  mining  regulations  on  file  provides  as  follows:  "All 
claims  shall  consist  of  300  feet  running  up  and  down  the  general  course 
of  said  creek,  and  include  first  and  second  rim  rock."  From  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  plats,  it  appears  that  Hawke's  claim  is  not  more  than  300 
feet  in  length  along  Whitewood  creek,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
does  not  satisfy  the  regulation.  Nor  does  it  satisfactorily  appear  that 
said  mining  regulation  limits  the  width  of  the  claim  to  the  second  rim 
rock.  But,  conceding  the  alleged  non-compliance,  it  is  evident  that  the 
mining  regulations  were  made,  and  are  recognized  by  the  United  States, 
for  the  protection  of  miners;  and  if  any  mineral  claimant  was  injured 
by  Hawke's  location,  it  became  his  duty  to  file  an  adverse  claim  or  pro- 
test in  the  local  land  oifice  pending  consideration  of  the  application  for 
patent.  Neither  of  these  courses  was  taken,  and,  since  the  tract  em- 
braced in  the  claim  is  in  extent  within  the  limit  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  has  been  paid  for  at  the  legal  rate,  J  fail  to  see 
that  the  United  States  have  been  injured,  or  have  any  sufficient  ground 
in  this  charge  for  proceeding  judicially  against  the  patentee. 

Concerning  tbe  charge  that  the  claim  is  not  valuable  for  minerals,  I 
find  nothing  in  these  affidavits  In  the  nature  of  new  evidence,  which 
would  have  warranted  my  predecessor  in  rehearing  the  case  of  the 
Townsite  of  Deadwood,  above  mentioned.  That  case  was  a  final  adju- 
dication by  this  Department  of  the  mineral  character  of  the  claim  in 
question,  after  a  full  hearing,  which  has  been  carried  into  execution  by 
the  issue  of  the  patent.  There  is  no  showing  in  the  papers  before  me 
that  Hawke  fraudulently  procured  the  testimony  on  which  said  adjudi- 
dicationwas  made,  or  fraudulently  excluded  testimony  which  would  have 
induced  a  different  adjudication.  The  question  therefore  appears  to 
have  been  fairly  and  fully  tried,  and  to  reach  a  diii'erent  conclusion  now 
and  recommend  the  suit  prayed  for,  on  these  general  denials  of  the  min- 
eral character  of  the  land,  "is,"  as  was  said  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Starr 
(2  L.  D.,  759),  "  to  invite  not  only  want  of  respect  for  the  adjudications 
of  this  office,  and  the  dependent  patents,  but  endless  litigation." 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  I  must  decline  to  recommend  the  institu- 
tion of  a  suit  to  vacate  said  patent. 
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homestead  right—soldiers'  declaratory  statemext. 

Stephens  v.  Ray. 

By  the  filing  and  abandonment  of  a  soldier's  homestead  declaratory  stateineut  the 

right  to  make  homestead  entry  is  exhausted. 
The  circular  of  December  15,  1882,  so  provided,  and  should  govern  cases  arising 

thereafter. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  September  8,  188G, 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Henry  W.  Stephens  t?.  George  T.  Ray, 
on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  January  31,  1885, 
canceling  his  homestead  entry,  made  March  22, 1884,  for  the  N.  i  of  the 
SE.  J,  and  the  SW.  J  of  the  SE.  J,  and  the  NE.  J  of  the  SW.  j"of  Sec. 
15,  T.  40  N.,  R.  24  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Booneville  district,  Missouri,  for  con- 
flict with  the  prior  claim  of  said  Ray. 

The  tract  in  question  was  originally  covered  by  the  homestead  entry 
of  one  Susan  Groif,  made  September  13,  1882.  March  10,  1883,  said 
Ray  initiated  contest  against  GroflF's  entry  for  abandonment.  Groff 
relinquished  March  18,  1884 — before  the  contest  came  to  trial;  and 
Groft^'s  entry  was  at  ouce  canceled.  March  18th  (ame  day)  Stephens 
made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract.  March  L'2  said  Ray  was  allowed 
to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract.  Your  office  thereupon,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Ray  by  initiating  contest  had  procured  the  relinquish- 
ment of  Groff\s  entry,  and  thereby  had  acquired  preference  right  for 
thirty  days  to  enter  the  same,  held  Stephens's  entry  for  cancellation. 

From  said  action  of  your  office  Stephens  appeals,  on  the  ground 
mainly  that  Ray  was  not  a  qualified  entryman  having  previously  ex- 
hausted his  homesteiul  right.    This  Ray  under  oath  denies. 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  your  office  that  the  said  George  T. 
Ray,  on  November  13, 1878,  filed  at  the  Wa-Keeuey  land  office,  Kansas, 
pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  13,  R.  25 
W.;  and  filed  a  relinquishment  for  the  same  May  27,  1880.  Also  that 
he  filed  soldier's  declaratory  statement,  at  the  same  office,  May  31, 
1880,  for  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  13,  R.  25.  But  Ray  considers  that 
the  filing  of  such  soldier's  declaratory  statement  did  not  exhaust  his 
right  to  make  an  ordinary  homestead  entry. 

I  do  not  think  this  contention  is  sustained  by  the  law. 

It  will  not  be  disputed  that  the  law  allows  but  one  homestead  privi- 
lege. That  privilege  is  in  general  exercised  when  a  qualified  claimant 
makes  entry  under  the  homestead  law.  If  he  abandons  his  claim  or 
fails  to  meet  the  requirements  of  law  relative  to  homestead  entries  he 
can  not  get  title  to  the  land  covered  by  his  entry,  and  said  entry  is 
canceled.  In  such  case  although  he  has  acquired  no  land,  his  rights 
under  the  homestead  law  are  exhausted  and  he  can  not  again  make 
entry  of  that  or  any  other  land. 
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Section  2304,  et  seq.^  of  the  Bevised  Statates,  make  special  provisions 
with  regard  t-o  certain  classes  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and 
minor  children.  Among  these  is  the  privilege  of  securing  the  right  to 
enter  under  the  homestead  law  a  particular  tract  by  filing  a  declaratory 
statement  setting  forth  that  the  declarant  has  located  a  certain  tract 
and  that  he  intends  to  enter  the  same. 

Such  statement  will  hold  the  land  described  therein  for  a  period  of 
six  months  for  the  benefit  of  the  declarant,  and  his  rights  if  he  enter  at 
any  time  within  the  six  months  relate  back  to  the  date  of  his  filing. 
He  is  for  that  time  as  completely  protected  and  the  land  is  as  com- 
pletely cut  off  from  appropriation  by  another  as  if  he  had  already  en- 
tered it.  In  other  words,  he  has  exercised  his  homestead  privilege,  and 
all  other  claims  to  the  land,  initiated  subsequently  to  his  filing,  are  for 
the  time  being  subordinate  to  his,  and  will  amount  to  nothing  if  he 
comply  with  the  conditions  subsequent  which  are  prescribed  by  the  law. 

In  administering  the  homestead  law  its  general  purpose  and  design 
are  to  be  kept  in  view.  It  extends  to  all  who  are  by  its  terms  qualified 
to  make  entry  an  equal  opportunity  to  secure  title  to  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  public  land.  In  the  exercise  of  the  privi- 
lege thereby  conferred,  Congress  has  seen  fit  to  grant  to  certain  per- 
sons on  account  of  military  or  naval  service  the  special  privilege  of 
securing  land  and  holding  it  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months  be- 
fore making  actual  entry,  by  their  filing  what  is  termed  a  soldier's  de- 
claratory statement  for  the  same.  This  privilege  Bay,  the  appellee  in 
this  case,  it  ap]>ears,  exercised  in  Kansas  in  May,  1880. 

He  has  since,  to  wit,  March  22,  1884,  been  permitted  by  the  local 
office,  acting  under  s«^ction  two  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  to  make 
homestead  entry  in  Missouri  of  the  tract  in  question,  and  this  while 
Stephens,  the  appellant,  had  an  entry  of  record,  which  he  had  made  a 
few  days  previously. 

Your  office  Justified  this  action  on  the  ground  that  the  rule  laid  down 
in  circular  of  December  15,  1882  (1  L.  D.,  36),  relating  to  soldiers' 
homestead  declaratory  st>atements,  is  not  retroactive  and  therefore  Bay's 
entry  is  not  subject  to  cancellation. 

Said  circular  in  section  four  thereof  declares  that  "a  soldier  will  be 
held  to  have  exhausted  his  homestead  right  by  the  filing  of  his  declara- 
tory statement;  it  being  manifest  that  the  right  to  file  is  a  privilege 
granted  to  soldiers  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  privilege  only  in  the 
matter  of  giving  them  power  tx)  hold  their  claims  for  six  months  after 
selection ;  but  it  is  not  a  license  to  abandon  such  selection  with  the 
right  thereafter  to  make  regular  homestead  entry  independently  of  such 
filing."  Said  circular  was  approved  by  the  Department,  and  must,  I 
think,  be  regarded  as  laying  down  for  the  guidance  of  your  office  the 
rule  by  which  it  should  be  governed  in  all  applications  to  enter,  made 
after  its  promulgation. 

Whatever  practice  may  have  prevailed  before,  thereafter  an  applica- 
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tion  to  enter  under  the  homestead  law  mast  be  refused,  if  it  appear  that 
the  applicant  has  at  any  time  filed  a  homestead  declaratory  statement 
all  claim  under  which  he  has  since  abandoned.  If  the  provisions  of 
the  circular  of  1882  were  made  to  apply  to  entries  theretofore  allowed 
80  as  to  destroy  rights  which  had  been  accorded  under  a  previous  prac- 
tice, such  ruling  would  properly  be  regarded  as  rendering  the  circular 
retrospective  in  its  operation,  and  its  propriety  might  be  questioned. 

But  to  say  that  every  one  who  after  its  promulgation  applies  to  enter 
must  show  himself  within  its  provisions,  does  not  render  it  retroactive. 

It  simply  applies  in  future  cases  certain  tests  which  must  be  met  by 
the  applicant  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  is  qualified  to  make 
entry. 

If  that  portion  of  the  circular,  herein  quoted,  correctly  interprets  the 
law,  then  its  limitations  must  be  applied  to  every  case  where  applica- 
tion to  enter  is  thereafter  presented.  To  rule  otherwise  wouhl  be  to 
violate  the  law.  The  circular  itself,  referring  to  the  language  quoted, 
says,  "This  is  clear  from  the  statutory  language." 

As  has  been  stated,  Ray,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1884,  applied  and  was 
allowed  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  in  question.  For  the 
reasons  above  given  that  allowance  was,  under  the  provisions  and  limita- 
tions of  the  circular  of  December  15, 1882,  error,  Ray  having  exhausted 
his  right  to  make  homestead  entry  b}'  having  filed  his  homestead  de- 
claratory statement  in  May,  1880,  the  claim  which  be  afterwards  aban- 
doned. Your  office  decision  is  therefore  reversed,  and  Ray's  entry  will 
be  canceled. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— COMMON  GRANT  LIMITS, 

Jarrett  t?.  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

The  words,  '*  to  be  selected  within  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road/'  occurring 
in  the  granting  clause  of  the  act  of  July  *^f  1866,  do  not  operate  to  make  the 
grant  a  float,  but  serve  only  to  define  the  limits  of  the  grant. 

Priority  of  grant  determines  the  right  to  laud  lying  within  common  granted  limits. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  September  8,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  W.  D.  Jarrett  v,  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
and  Texas  Railway  Company,  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  office 
decision  of  July  22,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  its  selection  for  the 
N.  i  of  NE.  i  of  Sec.  11,  T.  35  S.,  R.  22  E.,  Independence,  Kansas,  and 
allowing  Jarrett  to  make  homestead  entry  for  the  tract. 

The  laud  in  question  is  within  the  ten  mile  (granted)  limits  of  the  grant 
made  by  act  of  July  26, 1866,  (14  Stat.,  289,)  in  aid  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  Southern  Branch  (now  Missouri,  Kansas  aod  Texas  Railway) 
and  also  within  ten  miles  of  the  route  indicated  by  the  map  of  definite 
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locatioD  filed  by  the  Kansas  and  Neosho  Valley  Railroad  Oompanj^, 

pursuant  to  the  act  of  July  25,  1866  (14  Stat.,  236). 

Said  last  mentioned  act  provided : 

"That  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Kansas  and  Neosho  Valley  Rail- 
road Company to  construct  and  operate  a  railroad 

there  is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  said  railroad  company,  every  alternate  section  of  land  or  parts  thereof, 
designated  by  odd  numbers,  to  the  extent  of  ten  sections  per  mile  on 
each  .side  of  said  road,  to  be  selected  withiti  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of 
said  road;  but  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  United  States  have  when 
the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  located,  sold  any  section  or  any  part 
thereof  granted  as  aforesaid,  or  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  home- 
stead settlement  has  attached  to  the  same,  or  that  the  same  has  been 
reserved  to  the  United  States  for  any  purpose  whatever,  then  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  to  be  selected  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid  from  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  near- 
est to  the  sections  above  specified  so  much  land  as  shall  be  equal  to  the 
amount  of  such  lands  as  the  United  States  have  sold,  reserved,  or  oth- 
erwise appropriated.  .....  And  provided  furthei^y  That  none  of  the 

lands  hereby  granted  shall  be  selected  beyond  twenty  miles  from  the 
said  road." 

By  act  dated  one  day  after  the  above  quoted  act,  to  wit,  on  July  26, 
1866,  Congress  granted  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  Southern  Branch,  "  every  al- 
ternate section  of  land  or  parts  thereof  designated  by  odd  numbers  to 
the  extent  of  five  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road 

and  not  exceeding  in  all  ten  sections  per  mile : and  provided 

further  that  said  lands  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  selected  beyond 
twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road." 

Under  this  act  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  road  was  definitely 
located  January  8,  1868. 

The  Kansas  and  Neosho  Valley  road  was  duly  constructed,  and  was 
definitely  located  January  5,  1869.  It  took  patents  for  many  tracts  of 
land  after  definite  location,  but,  its  grant  being  repealed  by  act  of  March 
3,  1877  (19  Stat.,  404),  subsequently  reconveyed  such  tracts  to  the 
United  States  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  that  act.  The  tract 
in  question  was  never  actually  selected  by  said  road,  but  was  selected 
by  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Company  June  25,  1883,  and  the 
selection  has  never  been  approved. 

The  questions  herein  involved  turn  on  the  construction  to  be  given  to 
the  words  of  the  act  in  aid  of  the  Kansas  and  Neosho  Valley  road. 

The  attorneys  for  appellant  contend  that  the  act  gives: 

"1st.  A  grant  'to  the  extent  of  ten  sections  per  mile'  to  be  selected 
within  a  larger  limit  of  twenty  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road. 

2d.  The  right  to  select  from  the  public  lands  (odd  or  even  sections) 
within  tlie  same  limit  to  compensate  for  any  losses  caused  by  prior  sales 
or  disposals  by  reservation  or  settlement  claims." 

A  «lance  at  the  history  of  said  act  affords  an  insight  as  to  its  real 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  137 

meaDing.    The  bill  originated  in  the  Senate,  and  as  it  parsed  that  body 

the  granting  clause  read  as  follows : 

"There  is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  Kansas  for  the  use  and  ben- 
efit of  said  railroad  company  every  alternate  section  of  land  or  parts 
thereof,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to  the  extent  of  ten  sections  per 
mile  on  each  side  of  said  road."    (Cong.  Globe,  Ist  Sess.,  30tli  Cong., 

4058). 

It  will  be  conceded  that  this  clause,  as  quoted,  makes  a  grant  in  place, 
and  is  tobstantially  in  the  ordinary  words  of  railroad  grants.  When 
the  bill  was  called  up  in  the  House,  there  was  added  to  the  above  grant- 
ing clause  the  words,  "to  be  selected  within  twenty  miles  from  the  line 
of  said  road."  On  this  amendment  there  was  no  debate.  The  bill  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  thereupon  Mr.  Anderson  said:  ^^On 
behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I  8ubmit  the  following 
amendment:  in  section  one,  line  seventeen,  after  *road'  insert  'to  be 
selected  within  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road.'"  The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to  without  division  or  comment.  Indeed  the  bill  was 
not  debated  in  the  House  at  all.  (Ibid.,  4059).  It  was  returned  to  the 
Senate  and  there  the  amendment  was  concurred  in  without  debate  or 
division.  Now  the  appellant  urges  that  this  grant  "  was  *d  float  of  land 
to  be  selected,  and  could  take  eifect  only  from  date  of  aelection.^^  I  am 
unable  to  concur  in  this  opinion.  The  act  has  never  received  a  con- 
struction by  this  Department,  probably  owing  to  its  repeal  in  1877. 
But  the  contemporaneous  and  constant  construction  of  your  office  has 
been  that  the  alternate  odd  sections  not  disposed  of  within  ten  miles  of 
the  road  were  "granted  lands,''  and  that  the  public  lands  lying  between 
the  ten  and  twenty  mile  limits  were  subject  to  selection  as  *'  indemnity 
lands."  This  is  evidenced  by  the  official  maps  of  your  office  and  by  the 
fact  that  patents  in  both  limits  were  issued  in  conformity  with  this 
view.  The  correctness  of  such  construction  is  further  evidenced  bv  the 
fact  that  section  two  of  the  act  raises  to  double  minimum  the  reserved 
even  sections  only  withip  teti  miles  of  the  road,  Just  as  in  all  other  rail- 
road grants  having  a  ten  mile  granted  limit.  But  further,  an  examina- 
tion of  the  debates  in  Congress  clearly  indicates  that  this  grant  was 
intended  by  Congress  to  be  in  line  with  other  railroad  grants  and  not  a 
departure  therefrom;  and  I  will  be  slow  to  declare  that  the  simple 
amendment,  **to  be  selected  within  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said 
road,"  adopted  without  division  and  without  debate,  and  that  after  the 
bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  operates  to  radically  change  the  nature  of 
the  act  from  a  grant  in  place  to  a  mere  fioat,  unless  it  appears  that 
the  amendment  cannot  be  otherwise  reconciled  with  the  act.  After  a 
full  examination  of  the  ca^e,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  amendment  in 
question  has  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  usual  proviso  at  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  to  wit :  "That  said  lands  hereby  granted  shall  not 
be  selected  beyond  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road."  It  oper- 
ates merely  to  define  the  boundary  beyond  which  lands  cannot  pass 
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under  the  grant.    I  am  therefore  convinced  that  the  contemporaneous 
construction  of  jour  ofl&ce  was  correct. 

In  this  view  a  case  is  presented  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  case  of 
Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  Company  v.  Kansas  Pacific  Bail- 
way  Company  (97  U.  S.,  491),  wherein  the  court  iield,  "The  rights  of 
the  contesting  corporations  to  the  disputed  tracts  are  determined  by 
the  dates  of  their  respective  grants,  and  not  by  the  dates  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  routes  of  their  respective  roads."  The  Kansas  and  iN'eosho 
Valley  Company  having  the  prior  grant,  and  having  constructed  its 
road,  its  rights  took  eilect  on  definite  location,  and  relating  back,  cut  off 
all  claim  by  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  road.  Its  selection  is  there- 
therefore  rejected,  and  the  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT^INDIAX  TITLE. 

NOETBERN  PAC.  R.  R.  CO.  V.  CLARK. 

The  oxtingoishiueut  of  ludian  title  couteraplated  by  the  second  section  of  the  graot 
TO  this  compauy  bad  reference  to  lauds  lying  witbiu  wbat  was  tben  known  as  the 
territory  of  the  Indians,  and  not  to  snch  as  were  embraced  within  technical 
reservations. 

As  the  ludian  title  to  these  lands  was  not  extinguished  until  after  the  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  i*oad  they  were  accordingly  excluded  from  the  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  CommuHioner  Sparks^  September  8, 1886. 

This  is  a  motion  for  review  of  the  decision  of  my  predecessor  of  Sep- 
tember 17, 1884,  involving  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  under  its  grant  to  the  lands  embraced  within 
that  part  of  the  Crow  Indian  reservation  released  under  an  agreement 
of  sale  accepted  and  ratified  by  Congress  April  11,  1882  (22  Stat.,  42). 

The  case  came  before  my  predecessor  upon  an  appeal  from  the  decis- 
ion of  your  office  awarding  to  Clark  the  S.  i  of  the  NW.  J  and  the  NW, 
i  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  29,  T.  1  S.,  R.  11  E.,  Bozemau,  Montana,  which 
is  embraced  in  the  part  of  the  reservation  aforesaid. 

The  company  claims  that  these  lauds  became  subject  to  their  right, 
after  the  extinguishment  of  the  ludian  title,  by  virtue  of  the  2d  section 
of  the  act  of  18()4  (13  Stat.,  365)  making  the  grant  to  this  road,  whereby 
the  government  agreed  in  terms  that  it  would  "  extinguish  the  Indian 
titles  to  all  lands  falling  under  the  operation  of  the  act  and  acquired  in 
the  donation  to  the  road  named  in  this  bill." 

The  question  therefore  arises:  What  lands  were  contemplated  by  this 
act,  to  which  the  government  agreed  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title? 

By  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  all  that  part  of  the  United  States  west 
of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  except  the  States  of  Missouri  and  Louisiana 
and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  was  declared  to  be  the  Indian  country. 
The  fee  of  this  vast  territory  was  in  the  United  States,  subject,  how- 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO   THE    PUBLIC   LANDS.  139 

ever,  to  the  fall  right  of  the  various  tribes  of  iDdians  to  the  lands  they 
occnpied,  nntil  that  right  should  be  extinguished  by  the  United  States^ 
with  their  consent.  The  territory  then  occupied  by  the  Crows  extended 
over  a  vast  range  of  country,  from  the  northern  boundary  of  Kew  Mex- 
ico to  the  Missouri  Biver  in  northern  Montana.  It  had  no  fixed  bound- 
aries, and  was  not  recognized  strictly  as  a  reservation,  but  simply  as 
the  territory  of  the  Crows.  This  was  the  condition  of  their  territory 
when  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  road  was  made;  and  at  that 
time  no  treaty  had  been  made  with  said  Indians  guaranteeing  to  them 
a  positive  reservation  for  their  exclusive  use  and  occupation. 

In  1868,  four  years  after  the  grant  to  this  road,  a  treaty  was  entered 
into  between  the  United  States  and  the  Crow  tribe  of  Indians,  by 
which  a  tract  of  land  bounded  on  the  east  by  tbe  107lh  degree  of  Ion- 
intude,  on  the  south  by  the  territory  of  Wyoming,  and  north  and  west 
by  the  Yellowstone  river,  was  set  apart  for  the  absolute  and  undisturbed 
use  and  occupation  of  said  Indians,  and  by  said  treaty  the  Crows  re- 
linguished  all,  title,  claims  or  rights  to  any  portion  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  except  what  was  embraced  within  the  defined  limits 
of  such  reservation. 

This  treaty  further  provided  that,  under  certain  conditions  therein 
named,  individual  members  of  said  tribe  may  within  said  reservation 
select  lands  for  agricultural  purposes  which  sball  be  certified  to  them; 
and  that,  when  their  lands  shall  be  surveyed,  Congress  sball  provide 
for  protecting  the  rights  of  such  settlers  in  their  improvements,  and 
may  fix  the  character  of  the  title  held  by  each.  It  was  further  pro- 
vided that  no  cession  by  the  tribe  shall  be  understood  or  construed  in 
such  manner  as  to  deprive,  without  his  consent,  any  individual  member 
of  the  tribe  of  his  right  to  any  tract  of  land  selected  by  him  as  before 
provided. 

By  this  treaty  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  to  all  lands  occu- 
pied by  the  Crows  and»claimed  by  them  as  tbeir  territory  (except  the 
reservation  named);  and  by  the  same  instrument  an  absolute  reserva- 
tion of  a  tract  of  land,  designated  by  fixed  boundaries,  was  formally  set 
apart  for  their  use  and  occupation,  and  the  full  and  free  use  and  en- 
joyment of  the  same  was  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  government. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  Section  2  of  tbe  act  of  1864,  provid- 
ing that  the  United  States  shall  extinguish,  as  rapidly  as  may  be  con- 
sistent with  public  policy  and  tbe  welfare  of  tlie  Indians,  the  Indian 
title  to  all  lands  falling  under  the  operation  of  said  act,  contemplates 
such  lands  as  were  then  embraced  in  what  was  generally  known  as  the 
territory  of  the  Indians,  and  not  such  parts  of  said  territory  as  were 
embraced  in  defined  and  technical  reservations.  Such  reservations 
are  as  free  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  as  a  reservation  for  any 
other  purpose. 

The  land  in  controversy  is  within  that  portion  of  the  reservation  cre- 
ated by  the  treaty  of  May  7, 1868  (15  Stat.,  649)  which  on  June  12,  1880, 
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the  Crow  Indians  agreed  tx)  sell  to  the  United  States  in  consideration 
of  certain  conditions  therein  named^  which  was  accepted  by  the  United 
States  April  1 1,  1882. 

The  road  claims  that  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  agreement  of 
June  12, 1880,  the  Indian  title  to  that  land  was  extinguished,  and  that 
from  that  date  it  became  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  was  not  in  a 
state  of  reservation  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  their  map  ot  definite 
location  June  27,  1881,  because  the  act  of  April  11,  1882,  accepting, 
ratifying  and  confirming  said  agreement,  related  back  to  the  original 
agreement  of  June  12, 1880. 

If  this  petition  be  true  then,  under  the  ruling  of  the  Department  in 
the  case  of  Rees  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  62),  that  the  right 
of  the  road  is  determined  by  the  condition  of  the  land  at  the  time  of 
the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location,  there  is  no  question  that  the  road 
would  be  entitled  to  the  land  under  its  grant. 

But  I  do  not  think  that  this  theory  is  sustained  by  any  principle  of 
law. 

The  agreement  of  a  delegation  of  the  tribe,  made  May  7,  1880,  which 
was  afterward  modified  and  concurred  in  by  the  majority  of  the  tribe, 
and  submitted  June  12,  1880,  was  simply  an  ofifer  on  the  part  of  the 
Crows  to  sell  to  the  United  States  a  certain  part  of  their  reservation, 
for  a  consideration  therein  named.  The  agreement  was  not  in  any 
manner  acted  upon  until  the  act  of  April  11,  1882,  when  Congress  ac- 
cepted., ratified  and  confirmed  it. 

I  am  unable  to  see  in  what  respect  this  agreement  differs  from  any 
other,  by  which  it  may  dispense  with  an  essential  element  pertaining 
to  all  contracts — to  wit,  that  mutual  consent  is  requisite  to  the  creation 
of  a  contract,  which  becomes  binding  only  when  a  proposition  is  made 
on  one  side  and  accepted  on  the  other. 

Counsel  tor  the  road  cite  the  case  of  Davis  t\  Concordia  Parish  (9 
Howard,  280,)  to  the  effect  that  *'all  treaties,  as  well  those  for  cession 
of  territory  as  for  other  purposes,  are  binding  upon  the  contracting 
parties,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  them,  from  the  day  of  signing, 
and  the  ratification  relates  back  to  the  day  of  signing;  and  also  the 
case  Landes  v.  Brandt  (10  Howard,  378,)  to  the  effect  that  "  When  there 
are  divers  acts  concurrent  to  make  a  conveyance,  estate  or  other  thing, 
the  original  act  shall  be  preferred,  and  to  this  all  other  acts  shall  have 
relation.'' 

These  cases,  as  well  as  all  other  cases  in  which  this  rule  applies,  re- 
fer to  such  treaties,  cessions  or  agreements  as  have  been  entered  into 
between  the  parties  to  the  contract  or  their  representatives,  complete 
in  all  the  essential  elements  necessary  to  the  validitj^  of  a  compact  de- 
pending solely  upon  the  ratification  of  the  acts  of  such  representatives, 
or  the  performance  of  some  condition  or  stipulation  therein  required. 

There  was  no  original  or  initial  act  on  the  part  of  the  government 
prior  to  the  act  of  April  11,  1882,  to  which  that  act  of  acceptance  was 
concurrent,  and  hence  the  doctrine  of  relation  doe»  not  apply. 
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I  therefore  hold  that  the  land  was  not  a  part  of  the  public  domain 
until  the  act  of  April  11, 1882,  and  that  it  was  in  a  state  of  reservation 
at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location,  July  27,  1881, 
and  hence  was  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 


NOTICE  AS  EFFECTED  BY  SETTLEMENT:  PATENT. 

\j,  Ki.  Hall. 

The  notice  given  by  settlement  and  improvement  extends  only  to  the  quarter  sec- 
tion as  defined  by  the  pablic  surveys. 

Suit  to  vacate  a  patent  on  behalf  of  an  allegcMl  prior  settler  not  advised,  it  appearing 
that  he  has  an  adequate  remedy  of  his  own  if  his  allegations  of  priority  are  true. 

Acting  Secretary  ^fu^drow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  9,  1886. 

On  October  14,  1880,  Le welly n  R.  Hall  tiled  declaratory  statement 
tbr  the  E.  J  of  SB.  J  of  Sec.  26,  and  E.  i  of  NE.  i  of  Sec.  35,  T.  120,  R. 
"63,"  Watertown,  Dakota,  alleging  settlement  September  1,  1880. 

On  November  15, 1880,  William  Pascoe  made  additional  homestead 
entry  for  the  NB.  J  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  120,  R.  <'64,"  final  certificate 
issuing  the  same  day.  At  the  same  time  Dudley  Hix  made  additional 
homestead  entry  for  the  SB.  J  of  NE.  i  of  Sec.  35,  T.  120,  R.  "64,"  and 
final  certificate  issued  the  same  day.  On  December  7,  1880,  the  local 
officers  forwarded  the  corroborated  aifidavit  of  Hall,  setting  forth  that 
he  had  settled  on  the  E.  J  of  SB.  J  of  Sec.  26,  and  E.  i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec. 
35,  T-  120,  R.  "64,"  and  that  through  mistake  he  had  filed  as  above  in- 
dicated. On  February  3,  1881,  he  was  allowed  by  your  office  t6  amend 
his  filing  so  as  to  describe  the  tracts  covered  by  his  alleged  actual  set- 
tlement. 

On  July  20,  1881,  the  homestead  entries  were  patented. 

On  March  9,  1882,  Hall  offered  final  proof,  which  was  rejected  by  the 
local  officers,  because  of  conflict  with  the  patented  homestead  entries. 
On  appeal  your  office  on  July  10,  1882,  held  that  Hall  could  not  enter 
while  the  patents  were  outstanding,  and  advised  that  the  patentees  be 
requested  to  surrender  said  patents.  The  request  was  made,  and  C.  H. 
Prior,  the  representative  of  said  Pascoe  and  Hix,  reported  that  he  had 
sold  the  quarter  section  of  land,  part  of  which  was  included  in  said  filing 
of  Hall,  and  that  the  whole  tract  in  contest  had  been  sold  in  good  faith. 

By  letter  of  March  27,  1886,  Hall,  by  attorney,  represents  that  he  has 
continued  to  live  on  said  land  in  peiiceable  possession  since  filing,  that 
he  has  the  whole  tract  in  cultivation,  and  that  his  possession  is  now 
threatened  bj'  the  holder  of  the  patents. 

Your  office,  on  the  present  application  of  Hall,  recommends  that  pro- 
ceedings be  initiated  looking  to  the  cancellation  of  said  patents,  or  that 
your  office  be  "  instructed  whether  Hall  should  be  permitted,  notwith- 
standing the  outstanding  patents  to  renew  his  proof  and  make  entry  of 
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the  land,  iu  order  to  give  him  a  stauding  in  court  as  against  the  claim- 
ants under  the  patents.''  Said  letter  further  reports  that  the  proof  sub- 
mitted by  Hall  has  been  lost. 

I  am  unable  to  concur  in  said  recommendation. 

The  four  quarter  <puirter  sections  now  claimed  by  Hall  are  in  a  line 
running  north  and  south,  two  of  them  being  in  section  26  and  two  in 
section  35.  It  does  not  appear  in  which  section  settlement  was  made, 
nor  on  which  subdivisions  the  improvements  were  located.  In  the  case 
of  Quinby  v.  Conlan  (104  U.  S..  420),  it  is  ruled  that  "a  settlement  upon 
a  i»ortioii  of  a  quarter  section,  and  making  the  improvements  required 
by  law,  will  sustain  a  pre  emi)tive  claim  to  the  whole  quarter  section  as 
against  subsequent  settlers."  Following  this  rule,  1  am  of  opinion  that 
{be  sertltMnent  and  improvements  of  Hall,  if  confined  to  section  26, 
would  not  be  such  notice  as  the  entrvnitfU  in  section  35  would  be  bound 
to  regard.  The  notice  given  by  settlement  and  improvement  applies 
only  to  the  quarter  section  as  defined  by  tbe  public  surveys.  If  there- 
fore the  rights  of  the  entrymen  attached  before  notice  of  the  claim  of 
Hall  was  given,  he  is  without  remedy.  If,  however.  Hall  had  given 
notice  by  settlement  or  improvement,  or  in  any  competent  manner,  of 
his  claim  to  the  tracts  in  section  35  prior  to  the  making  of  said  entries, 
then  he  lias  an  adequate  remedy  in  his  own  hands.  Tbe  case  then  pre- 
sented will  be  in  all  material  respects  similar  to  the  case  of  Samson  v. 
Smiley  (13  Wall.,  91 — more  fully  reported  in  1  Nebraska,  67). 

Smiley  made  settlement,  filed  his  declaratory  statement,  and  resided 
on  the  land.  Afterwards  Samson  settled  on  the  tract  and  filed  declara- 
tory statement  therefor.  A  contest  arose  and  the  land  was  awarded  to 
Samson'by  the  Secretary  under  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  pre- 
emption law.  Patent  issued  to  Samson,  and  Smiley  filed  his  bill  to  re- 
cover the  legal  title  from  him  and  his  grantees.  A  decree  was  rendered 
in  favor  of  Smiley,  according  to  the  prayer  of  his  bill. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  institute  suit  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  applicant,  in  any  aspect  of 
his  case,  and  said  recommendations  are  accordingly  rejected. 


PRACTICE— AFFIDAVIT  FOR  CONTINUANCE. 

COUGHLIN  t\  DONAN. 

Under  the  iDstractioiis  of  December  27,  1862,  an  affidavit  for  continuance  is  sufficient 
though  executed  before  the  day  set  for  hearing  and  before  some  officer  other  than 
the  register  or  receiver. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  September  11,  1886. 

December  20,  1883,  Peter  Donan  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SE. 
i  of  SW.  i,  and  Lot  1,  Sec.  17,  Lot  5,  Sec.  18,  and  Lot  1,  Sec.  20,  T. 
353  N.,  K.  63  W.,  Grand  Forks,  Dakota  Territory. 
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Febrnary  27,  1885,  Thomas  Goughlia  iuitiated  coutest  against  said 
entry,  charging  abandonment,  and  hearing  was  fixed  for  April  30th  fol- 
lowing. On  that  day  claimant,  with  his  attorney  and  witnesses,  ap- 
peared; contestant  did  not  appear  personally,  but  was  represented  by 
attorney,  who  filed  an  atiidavit  sworn  to  by  contestant  on  the  preceding 
day  before  a  not^iry  public.  In  said  affidavit  contestant  asked  for  a 
continuance  of  the  case  to  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  local  officers,  and 
for  cause  alleged  that  the  attendance  of  certain  material  witnesses 
could  not  be  procured.  Claimant  opposed  the  continuance,  and  after 
argument  the  local  office  overruled  the  motion  and  dismissed  the  con- 
test, becauvse  the  affidavit  filed  did  not  conform  to  Rule  of  Practice  Xo. 
20,  in  that  it  was  not  made  before  the  registt^r  and  receiver,  and  in  that 
it  was  not  sufficiently  specific.  Contestant  thereupon  appealed  to  your 
office,  which  on  August  1, 1885,  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  officers, 
and  remanded  the  case  to  them  for  further  proceedings  under  the  affi- 
davit of  contest 

Upon  consideration  of  a  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  of 
said  decision,  filed  on  behalf  of  Donan,  your  office  on  Xovember  12th 
following  adhered  to  the  said  ruling  of  August  L,  1885,  and  stated  that 
said  decision  *'  was  rendered  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  this 
office  under  date  of  December  27, 1882,  1  L.  D.,  134  and  135."  Donan 
thereupon  filed  an  appeal.  On  January  13,  1886,  your  office  held  the 
appeal  would  not  lie,  as  no  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case  had  yet 
been  rendered,  the  ordering  of  a  hearing  being  merely  an  interlocutory 
action.  Hence  the  present  application  for  certiorari  under  Eule  83  is 
filed. 

Upon  examination  of  the  affidavit  for  continuance  I  find  the  allega- 
tions therein  to  be  sufficient.  The  said  instructions  of  December  27, 
1882,  are  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the  local  officers  at  Montgomery, 
Alabama :  "  5.  Can  the  affidavit  required  in  Eule  20,  Eules  of  Practice, 
be  made  prior  to  the  day  of  trial,  and  before  an  officer  other  than  the 
register  and  receiver!"  The  Commissioner  says :  "5.  The  most  natural 
time  to  make  the  affidavit  would  seem  to  be  on  the  day  set  for  trial;  but 
there  could  be  no  valid  objection  to  the  party  making  it  atany  time  prior 
thereto.  The  proper  time,  however,  to  consider  the  affidavit  is  when 
the  case  comes  up  for  trial.  The  rule  presumes  the  affidavit  to  be  made 
before  the  register  and  receiver.  If  the  party  is  represented  by  coun- 
sel, an  affidavit  by  said  representative  made  before  the  register  and 
receiver  is  satisfactory,  or  it  maj'  be  made  before  any  other  officer  qual- 
ified to  administer  oaths  and  using  an  official  seal.'-  Under  these  in- 
structions said  affidavit  for  continuance  was  authorized,  and  the  case 
was  improperly  dismissed.  The  case  will  now  proceed  to  hearing  as 
directed  in  3'our  said  office  letter.  The  papers  transmitted  by  your 
letter  of  March  2, 1886,  are  herewith  returned. 
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RAILBOAI)  GRANT— ACT  OF  APRIL  21,  1876. 

St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Evenson. 

An  entry  made  after  the  map  of  detiuito  location  bad  been  filed  and  accepted,  bnt 
before  notice  of  witlidrawal  thereunder  was  received  at  the  local  office,  is  con- 
firmed by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1876. 

Acting  {Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommissioner  Sparks^  September  11,  1886, 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  Lars  Evenson  v.  St.  Paul,  Minneapo- 
lis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your 
office  decision  of  April  13,  1885. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Evenson  on  the  25th  of  January, 
1872,  made  homestead  entry  for  lot  11  of  section  27  and  lot  2  of  sec- 
tion 34,  T.  128  K,  R.  39  W.,  Fergus  Falls  land  district,  Minnesota; 
that  he  made  final  proof  in  1878,  which  was  accepted  as  satisfactory, 
and  on  May  25, 1885,  the  register  and  receiver,  acting  under  authority 
of  your  office  decision,  the  appeal  from  which  is  now  before  me,  issued 
final  certificate  and  receipt  to  Evenson. 

It  further  appears  that  the  tract  in  question  is  within  the  ten  miles 
or  granted  limits  of  the  line  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba 
Railway  (formerly  St.  Paul  and  Pacific,  St.  Vincent  Extension).  The 
grant  referred  to  was  made  to  Minnesota*  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
certain  railroads.  The  act  of  Congress  making  the  grant  was  approved 
March  3,  1857.  It  granted  every  alternate  section  of  land,  designated 
by  odd  numbers,  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  lines  of 
road  provided  for  by  the  act,  and  required  that  the  roads  be  completed 
within  ten  years.     (11  Stat.,  195.) 

The  act  of  March  3,  1865  (13  Stat.,  526),  increased  the  grant  from  six 
to  ten  sections  per  mile,  and  extended  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  roads  to  a  peilod  eight  years  after  the  passage  of  said  act. 

The  act  of  1857  provided  for  the  selection  of  indemnity  land  in  lieu 
of  an}'  sections  or  parts  of  sections  granted  which  it  should  be  found 
had  been  sold,  or  to  which  the  right  of  pre-emption  had  attached  when 
the  lines  or  routes  of  said  roads  were  definitely  fixed. 

The  act  of  1865  (Sec.  7)  provided  that  "as  soon  as  the  governor  of 
Minnesota  shall  file  or  cause  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretiiry  of  the  Inte- 
rior maps  designating  the  routes  of  said  road  and  branches,  then  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  withdraw  from  market 
the  lands  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

It  appears  from  the  recital  in  your  office  decision  that  the  map  of 
definite  location  of  the  line  of  route  was  accepted  and  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  December  19, 1871,  and  that  diagram  showing 
the  line  of  the  road,  together  with  the  ten  and  twenty  miles  limits, 
were  transmitted  to  the  local  office  by  your  office  letter  of  February  6, 
1872,  which  also  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  odd-numbered  sections 
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in  both  the  granted  and  indemnity  limit<«.     Said  letter  waA  received  at 
the  local  office  February  15,  1872. 

As  already  stated,  Evenson  made  bis  homestead  entry  January  25, 
1872,  covering  a  tract,  a  portion  of  which  is  in  an  odd  numbered  section, 
within  the  ten  miles  limit  of  the  grant  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  said  home»tead  entry  was  made  after  the 
date  of  the  acceptance  of  the  map  of  definite  location  of  the  line  of  road 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  but  prior  to  the  date  when  notice  of 
said  acceptance  was  received  at  the  local  land  office. 

In  March,  1874,  your  office  held  the  homestead  entry  for  cancellation, 
in  so  far  as  it  embraced  land  in  the  odd-numbered  section,  because  of 
conflict  with  the  railroad  grant.  In  January,  1875,  acting  under  au- 
thority of  the  act  of  June  22,  1874  (18  Stat.,  203),  it  changed  its  action 
above  indicated  and  allowed  the  entry  to  stand  intact  as  to  all  the 
lauds  originally  embraced  .therein,  subject  to  final  proof. 

July  1,  1878,  Evenson  made  final  proof  showing  compliance  with  the 
homestead  law  in  all  respects,  and  instead  of  relying  on  your  office  de- 
cision of  January,  1875,  and  the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  above  mentioned, 
he  invoked  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21,  1876  (19 
Stat.,  35).    The  first  section  of  said  act  provides: 

"That  all  pre-emption  and  homestead  entries,  or  entries  in  compli- 
ance with  any  law  of  the  United  States,  of  the  publir  lands,  made  in 
good  faith  by  actual  settlers  upon  tracts  of  land  of  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  within  the  limits  of  any  himl  grant,  prior 
to  time  when  the  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  lands  embraced  in 
auch  grant  was  received  at  the  local  land-office  of  the  district  in  which 
8uch  lands  are  situated,  or  after  their  restoration  to  market  by  order  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  where  the  pre-emption  and  homestead 
laws  have  been  complied  with,  and  i)roper  proofs  thereof  have  been 
made  by  the  parties  holding  such  tracts  or  parcels,  they  shall  be  con- 
firmed and  patents  for  the  same  shall  issue  to  the  parties  entitled 
thereto." 

The  entryman's  reason  for  invoking  the  provision  of  law  just  quoted 
instead  of  relying  upon  the  actof  June,  1874,  to  which  he  was  referred 
by  your  office  letter  of  January  14,  1875,  is  not  stated,  but  it  may  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  Department  has  held  the  act  of  1874  to  be 
inoperative,  because  certain  conditions  named  therein  had  not  been 
complied  with.  The  second  section  of  that  act  required  that  the  com- 
pany before  it  could  acquire  any  rights  under  the  act  should,  by  a  cer- 
tificate, duly  executed  and  filed  as  therein  ])rovided,  accept  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  act.  As  long  ago  as  December  11,  1876,  my  pre- 
decessor. Secretary  Chandler,  held,  in  the  case  of  Kemper  v.  St.  Paul 
and  Pacific  R.  R.  Company  (3  C.  L.  O.,  170),  that  as  the  company  had 
not  accei)ted  or  complied  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act,  it 
was  therefore  inoperative  for  any  purpose.  The  company  has  never  to 
this  date  accepted  the  terms  of  said  act  of  1874,  and  the  decision  of  1876, 
above  mentioned,  has  since  been  followed  by  this  Department.  A  rec- 
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ognition  of  this  fact  doubtless  led  the  entryniau  in  this  case  to  now  rest 
his  claim  on  the  act  of  187C,  the  first  section  of  which  has  been  quoted. 

It  remains,  therefore,  to  inquire  whether  this  case  comes  within  the 
purview  of  that  section. 

The  tract  in  question  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  for  the  benefit 
of  the  railroad  company  herein  named.  At  the  time  the  entry  was  made 
by  Evenaon  the  line  of  road  iiad  been  definitely  located  and  the  map  of 
location  had  been  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  but  notice 
of  said  acceptance  and  order  of  withdrawal  had  not  yet  reached  the  local 
office. 

Your  office  finds,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the  company,  that  the  entry 
was  made  in  good  faith,  and  that  the  homestead  law  has  been  complied 
with. 

The  Department  has  repeatedly  held  on  such  a  state  of  facts  that 
the  act  of  187G  is  mandatory  upon  the  executive  department;  that  in 
such  cases  the  entries  are  confirmed  by  the  act  and  that  in  accordance 
with  its  terms  and  requirements  patents  shall  issue.  For  decisions  on 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  see  cases  of  Plouch  v.  Missouri  River,  Fort 
Scott  and  Gulf  R.  R.  Co.,  (3  C.  L.  O.,  83);  Streeter  r.  M.,  K.  and  T.  R. 
R.  Co.,  (4  C.  L.  O.,  180);  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  v. 
Dodge,  (5  C.  L.  O.,  134);  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Manitoba  Ry  Co.  v. 
Larson,  (11  C.  L.  O.,  150).  In  some  of  these  cases  homestead  entries 
were  made  after  definite  location,  but  before  notice  of  withdrawal  was 
received  at  the  local  office;  in  others,  preemption  filings  were  made 
after  notice  of  withdrawal  on  map  of  definite  location  was  received  at 
the  local  office,  but  settlement  was  alleged  to  have  been  at  a  date  be- 
tween the  date  of  filing  map  of  definite  location  and  that  of  receipt  by 
the  local  office  of  notice  of  withdrawal. 

Before  deciding  the  Plouch  case,  above  cited,  Secretary  Chandler 
referred  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  opinion  certain  questions 
raised  therein.  Plouch  occupied  just  the  position  in  that  case  with  ref- 
erence to  the  railroad  company  in  contention  with  him,  that  Evenson 
does  in  this  case  with  reference  to  the  company  now  here  as  appellant^ 
and  the  Attorney  General  held  that  the  tract  claimed  by  Plouch  was 
public  land  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  1876,  and  that  the  case 
came  within  the  provisions  of  that  act.     (15  Ops  ,  583). 

In  the  Streeter  case  (supra)  Secretary  Schurz  discussed  the  act  very 
fully,  giving  the  reasons,  as  disclosed  by  the  debates  in  Congress,  which 
led  to  its  passage,  and  citing  numerous  authorities  as  to  the  proper 
construction  of  a  remedial  statute. 

It  is  true  the  doctrine  of  the  Streeter  case  has,  by  my  decision  in  the 
case  of  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Company  v.  Stinka  (4  L.  D.,  344), 
been  overruled  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  in  a  case  where  patent  has 
issued,  this  Department  is  without  jurisdiction  over  the  land  covered 
thereby,  and  consequently  a  second  patent  cannot  issue.  But  the  mod- 
ification only  goes  to  the  extent  indicated.    It  does  not  change  or  in- 
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terfere  with  the  rule  of  the  Department  where  patent  has  not  issued^ 
aud  consequently  does  not  affect  this  case. 

As  I  read  section  one  of  the  act  of  1876,  I  am  necessarily  led  to  a 
conclusion  according  with  that  arrived  at  by  my  predecessors  in  their 
decisions  herein  cited,  with  the  exception  above  noted  as  to  cases  where 
patents  haVe  issued. 

The  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Van  Wyck  v,  Kne- 
vals  (106  U.  S.,  360),  cited  by  the  company  in  support  of  the  position 
that,  when  the  route  of  the  road  was  definitely  fixed,  the  grant  took 
effect  upon  the  odd  numbered  sections  by  relation,  as  of  the  date  of  th&^ 
grant,  can  not  affect  the  conclusion  in  this  case.  The  rule  laid  dowi^ 
in  the  Van  Wyck  case  is  not  different  from  that  followed  by  the  De- 
partment at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1876  aud  since.  la- 
fact,  the  act  seems  to  have  been  the  outgrowth  and  result  of  just  that 
doctrine,  and  was  passed  to  save  rights  which  would  otherwise  be  lost 
under  the  interpretation  given  to  railroad  grants,  in  other  words,  the^ 
rule  of  the  Department  made  the  act  of  1876,  especially  the  first  sectioib 
thereof,  necessary. 

It  follows  that  until  said  law  is  repealed  by  Congress,  or  construed 
or  declared  inoperative  by  the  supreme  court  in  a  case  having  a  direct 
reference  to  the  act,  it  must  control  and  be  enforced  according  to  its- 
letter  and  spirit,  as  interpreted  by  this  Department. 

Regarding  the  act  as  remedial  and  as  clearly  expressive  of  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress,  and  finding  that  the  case  under  consideration  comes 
within  the  provisions  of  section  one  thereof,  I  must  hold  Evenson'a- 
entry  confirmed  thereby. 

Your  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST— SETTLEMENT  RIGHTS. 
GUDMUNDSON  V.  MOBGAN. 

As  betvreen  two  settlers  on  land  coyered  by  the  entry  of  another,  priority  of  right  ift 
held  to  be  with  the  one  who  first  settled  and  filed  application  for  the  land  together 
with  the  relinqaishment  of  the  former  entryman. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSy  September  11, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Gilbert  Gudmundsou  v.  David  W.  Mor- 
gan, as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your 
office,  dated  April  14,  1885,  dismissing  his  contest  against  the  latter's- 
homestead  entry  No.  iSly^b  of  the  S.  J  of  SW.  J,  and  the  NW.  \  of  the 
SW.  \  of  Sec.  20,  T.  24  N.,  R.  6  E.,  made  May  21,  1884,  at  the  Olympia 
land  office,  Washington  Territory. 

The  reeprd  shows  that  on  January  19, 1879,  one  John  P.  Adams  made 
homestead  entry  No.  2,641  of  the  S.  i  of  the  S W.  J  of  said  Sec.  20j  that 
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on  May  29, 1883,  Morg^aa  made  homestead  entry  No.  5203  of  the  N W.  J 
of  the  SVV.  i  of  said  Sec.  20;  that  on  March  14,  1884,  the  local  land 
office  forwarded  Morgan's  application  to  amend  his  homestead  entry  so 
$1.8  to  include  said  S.  i  of  the  SW.  4?  ^'nd  at  the  same  time  forwarded 
Adams's  relinquishment  of  his  said  entry  executed  June  11, 1883. 

On  April  22,  1884,  your  office  directed  the  local  officers  to  advise 
Morgan  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  amend  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace 
the  forty  acres  upon  which  his  improvements  were  situated,  if  such 
amendment  did  not  increase  the  area,  or  his  entry  would  be  canceled 
and  he  wouhl  be  allowed  to  make  a  new  entry.  The  local  officers  noti- 
fied Morgan  on  April  30,  1884,  of  his  right  under  said  decision. 

On  February  28,  1884,  Gudmundson  initiated  a  contest  against  Mor- 
gan's entry  No.  5,203,  alleging  abandonment,  and  said  contest  was  dis- 
missed by  the  local  office  on  April  17, 1884,  at  the  request  of  the  attorney 
for  the  contestant. 

On  May  19,  1884,  Moigan  relinquished  his  said  entry  No.  5203,  and 
on  May  21,  1884,  made  his  homestead  entry  Xo.  6565.  It  further  ap- 
pears that  on  May  21,  1884,  the  local  land  officers  advised  your  office 
that  Adams's  said  entry  was  canceled  upon  their  records  by  reason  of 
his  relinquishment,  transmitted  on  March  14th,  same  year,  and  they 
were  advised  by  your  office  letter,  dated  Sei»tember  30,  1884,  to  cancel 
said  entry  as  of  date  April  22,  1884.  On  June  30,  1884,  Gudmundson 
offered  his  liomestejid  application  for  the  S.  J  of  SVV.  ^  of  said  Sec.  20, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  April  22,  1884.  Thereupon  the  register 
and  receiver  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  priority  of  settlement. 
Both  paities  appeared  at  the  hearing  and  otfered  testimony.  From 
the  evidence  submitted  the  local  land  officers  found  that  Morgan  was 
a  miner,  working  at  New  Castle,  about  seven  miles  distant  from  his 
olaim;  that  after  he  made  his  first  homestead  entry  Morgan  purchased 
the  improvements  of  Adams,  and  procured  his  relinquishment  of  his 
said  entry,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  that  the 
house  purchased  from  Adams  was  in  a  bad  condition,  and  on  February 
1,  1884,  Morgan  employed  a  man  to  build  another  house  upon  said  S.  i 
of  SW.  J,  which  was  finished  February  26, 1884;  that  his  (Morgan's) 
improvements  were  worth  about  two  hundred  dollars  ($200) ;  and  that 
although  he  had  been  absent  from  his  claim,  yet  on  account  of  sickness 
in  his  family  and  its  helpless  condition  he  had  shown  a  good  excuse 
therefor.  The  district  land  officers  further  found  that  Gudmundson 
first  settled  upon  the  land  in  question  on  February  27, 1884,  and  estab- 
lished his  residence  thereon  March  19,  1884;  that  his  house  is  twelve 
feet  by  twelve  feet,  worth  about  $30;  that  prior  to  May  21,  1884,  Gud- 
mundson had  slashed  about  an  acre  of  the  land;  that  he  owns  a  farm 
adjoining  said  land  upon  which  is  a  furnished  house,  ^7ith  a  barn,  out- 
buildings and  fruit  trees;  and  they  held  (1)  that  neither  party  could 
acquire  any  rights  by  virtue  of  acts  upon  land  covered  by  an  uncanceled 
homestead  entry,  citing  McAvinuey  v,  McNamara  (3  L.  D.,  552) ;  and 
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that  Morgan  was  in  fact  the  prior  settler;  that  (2)  the  application  of 
Morgan  to  amend  his  entry  withdrew  the  land  from  any  other  disposi- 
tion, nntil  the  same  had  been  finally  acted  upon,  and  no  adverse  claims 
coald  legally  attach  to  said  land,  citing  Sarah  Reuner  (2  L.  D.,  43)  and 
Davis  r.  Craus  et  al.  (3  L.  D.,  218) ;  that  (3)  Morgan  had  seventy  daya 
from  April  30,  1884,  within  which  to  appeal  or  make  a  new  entry ;  that 
(4)  Morgan  has  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  homestead  laws,. 
and  that  his  entry  should  be  allowed  to  remain  intact,  and  Gudmund- 
son's  application  should  be  rejected.  On  appeal  your  office  affirmedi 
said  decision. 

It  was  held  by  this  Department  in  the  case  of  Geer  v,  Farrington  (4 
L.  D.,  410),  ^^  conceding  that  while  an  entr^^  stands  uncanceled  upon 
the  record,  settlers  upon  the  land  covered  thereby  acquire  no  rights  a» 
against  the  record  entryman  or  the  United  States,  yet,  as  between  sucb 
settlers,  priority  of  settlement  may  be  properly  considered." 

Whether  it  shall  be  determined,  as  was  ruled  in  Tilton  v.  Price  (4 
L.  D.,  123),  that  an  application  accompanying  a  relinquishment,  trans- 
mitted to  your  office  and  accepted,  absolutely  reserves  the  land  so  as  to- 
deprive  a  settler  who  is  on  the^and  ar  the  date  when  such  relinquish- 
ment is  tiled,  or  accepted,  of  any  rigiits  by  virtue  of  his  settlement,  or 
if  the  equitable  rights  of  the  claimants  shall  be  considered,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  in  the  present  case  Morgan  has  the  better  right  to  said  tract. 

It  is  sugorested,  in  a  letter  from  Gudmundson,  that  since  said  contest 
was  tried.  Morgan  has  abandoned  said  tract.  If  that  cliarge  be  true^ 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  proven  in  a  pro[)er  proceeding. 
Cleveland  v.  Dunlevy  (4  L.  D.,  121). 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed. 


HEARINGS  ON  SPECIAL  AGENTS'  HE  PORTS. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  July  6,  188:1. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  submitting  a  list  of 
cahes  now  pending  in  this  Department  on  appeal  from  the  action  of  your 
office  in  holding  the  entries  for  cancellation  on  reports  of  special  agents- 
nnder  the  circular  of  July  31,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  503).  These  ai)peals  were 
allowed  prior  to  the  amended  circular  of  May  24,  1886  (4  id.,  545),  di- 
recting that  '*  hereafter  when  an  entry  is  held  for  cancellation  the  claim- 
ant will  be  allowed  sixty  days  after  due  notice  iii  which  to  apply  for  a 
hearing  to  show  cause  why  the  entry  jshould  be  sustained."  In  accord- 
ance with  y<mr  recommendation,  these  cases  are  now  returned  to  your 
office  for  disposition  under  said  circular  as  amended. 

In  all  ca>es  coming  to  your  office  hereafter,  where  entries  have  been 
held  for  cancellation  on  ajient's  reports  and  the  parties  notified  that 
they  will  be  allowed  the  ri|»ht  of  appeal,  you  are  directed  to  order  hear- 
ings in  accordance  with  the  amended  circular,  instead  of  transmitting 
the  cases  on  appeal  to  the  Department. 
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practice— review. 
Long  v.  Knotts. 

Heview  of  a  decision  will  nc»t  be  granted  on  the  gronnd  that  it  is  against  the  weight 
of  evidence,  if  there  was  contra<lictory  evidence  on  both  sides. 

IrVhen  a  review  is  songht  on  the  gronnd  that  the  decision  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  evidence,  a  general  allegation  to  that  effect  is  not  sufficient,  but  the  particu- 
ilar  evidence  ou  which  the  change  of  ruling  is  claimed  should  be  specifically  set 
forth. 

• 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparhSj  September  14,  1886. 

In  the  case  of  John  O.  Long  v.  Isaac  Knotts,  involving  the  N.  i  of 
:SW.  i,  SW.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  7,  NW.  J  of  NVV.  J  of  See.  18,  T.  19  S.^  E. 
22  W.,  Wa  Keeney,  Kansas,  decided  by  the  Department  July  15,  1886, 
^  motion  for  review  has  been  filed. 

This  motion  was  filed  July  29,  1886,  and  is  in  the  following  words: 
"I  hereby  request  that  you  will  recall  said  decision  and  allow  me  op- 
portunity to  call  attention  to  errors  therein.  I  will  submit  points  and 
argument  in  review  at  early  date."  * 

No  specification  of  errors  or  other  grounds  for  said  motioit  appear 
therewith. 

August  13, 1886,  there  was  filed  in  supportof  said  motion  an  "argument 
-on  review,"  in  which  it  is  set  forth  as  reasons  therefor  that:  ^'  In  your 
summing  up  and  conclusion  in  said  decision  you  say  (1)  'The  only  wit- 
nesses to  the  payment  of  the  money  are  Long  and  his  wife  and  son.  (2) 
]No  receipt  was  taken,  and  (3)  there  was  no  transfer  of  the  possession 
of  the  property  at  that  time.'  Are  not  these  statements  remarkable  as 
A  basis  for  an  adverse  decision." 

Upon  this  allegation  of  errors,  if  it  may  be  so  styled,  the  argument 
proceeds  apparently  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  evidence  submitted 
in  the  case  does  not  warrant  the  decision  of  the  Department,  and  my 
conclusion  that  such  is  the  fair  intendment  of  the  motion  is  confirmed 
l)y  the  statement  at  the  close  of  the  argument  that  "  In  your  decision 
of  July  15,  1886,  proper  consideration  was  not  paid  to  the  important 
matter  of  the  burden  of  proof  being  upon  Knotts." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  case  involved  the  validity  of  a  cer- 
tain relinquishment  that  had  been  executed  by  Knotts  and  tiled  by 
Long,  and  in  the  decision  complained  of  it  was  determined  "  that  the 
relinquishments  were  obtained  from  Knotts  by  a  fraudulent  scheme 
concocted  by  several  persons  and  that  Long  was  one  of  the  number," 
and  upon  this  finding  of  fact  the  judgment  rested.  Now  the  motion 
only  indirectly  takes  issue  with  the  above  finding,  and  that  through 
argument  addressed  to  minor  matters  considered  by  the  Department  in 
arriving  at  the  general  conclusion.  It  is  not  claimed  that  the  evidence 
was  not  all  duly  considered,  but  it  is  alleged  in  effect  that  such  consid- 
eration resulted  in  an  incorrect  conclusion. 
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Rule  76  of  tbe  rules  of  practice  provides  that  reviews  *'  will  be  allowed 
in  accordance  with  lep^al  principles  applicable  to  motions  for  new  trials 
at  law,"  and  under  this  rule  it  bas  invariably  been  held  that  following 
the  doctrine  observed  in  the  courts  of  law  a  review  of  a  decision  will 
not  be  granted  on  the  ground  that  it  is  against  the  weight  of  evidence, 
if  there  was  contradictory  evidence  on  both  sides.  Richard  v.  Davis 
(1  L.  D.,  139) ;  State  of  California  (2  C.  L.  L.,  213).  In  the  cage  now 
under  consideration  there  was  an  unusually  large  amount  of  testimony 
submitted  and  of  a  character  so  conflictiug  and  contradictory  that  it 
was  said  in  the  departmental  decision  that  "  every  material  allegation 
is  so  plausibly  contradicted  that  I  am  driven  to  the  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances to  decide  the  question."  There  is  therefore  no  ground  now 
presented  authorizing  a  review  of  this  decision,  so  far  as  the  motion 
herein  assails  the  judgment  as  not  justified  by  the  evidence.  In  this 
connection,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  when  review  is  asked  on  this  ground 
it  is  not  enough  to  merely  allege  in  general  terms  that  the  decision  is 
against  the  weight  of  evidence,  but  the  particular  evidence  on  which 
the  change  of  ruling  is  claimed  should  be  specifically  set  forth,  other- 
wise the  Department  would  be  compelled  to  twice  examine  each  case 
wherein  the  unsuccessful  party  or  his  attorney-  saw  tit  to  allege  that 
the  judgment  was  against  the  weight  of  evidence.  As  there  is  no  new 
question  presented  by  this  motion,  it  must  be  denied  for  the  reasons 
herein  assigned. 


dfjsert  land  entry— fixal  proof. 
Charles  H.  Schick. 

Proof  of  crops  raised  may  be  regarded  as  snpplemeni  ing  proof  of  irrigation,  but  should 
not  be  held  as  an  essential  requirement  in  final  proof. 

The  source  and  volume  of  the  water  supply,  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  ditches,  and 
the  number  and  length  of  all  ditches  on  each  legal  sub-division  should  be  specifi- 
cally shown,  the  witnesses  stating  their  means  of  knowledge  and  whether  they 
at  any  time  saw^  the  land  effectually  irrigated. 

Acting  Secretary  Muhirour  to  CommiHHXoner  Sparks,  September  14,  1886. 

I  have  before  me  the  appeal  of  Charles  H.  Schick  from  your  decision 
of  April  14,  1886,  rejecting  his  desert  land  final  proof  made  under  origi- 
inal  entry  No.  614,  covering  land  in  sections  5,  7,  and  8,  T.  23,  11. 67, 
Cheyenne  land  district,  Wyoming. 

The  declaratory  statement  herein  was  filed  by  Schick  March  16,  1883, 
and  he  offered  final  proof  and  payment  March  16,  1886,  whicli  was  re- 
jected by  the  local  office,  on  tiie  groun<l  that  the  proof  did  not  show  the 
production  of  an  agricultural  crop  as  the  result  of  the  alleged  reclama- 
tion. This  decision  was  affirmed  byyourottice,  and  iSchick  accordingly 
appealed. 

It  appears  from  the  final  proof  that  the  water  was  not  brought  upon 
the  land  until  the  fall  of  1885,  and  that  it  was  therefore  not  possible, 
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wben  fiDal  proof  Teas  made,  to  show  any  crop  following  snch  irrigation. 
In  explanation,  Schick  files  a  supplemental  affidavit  with  his  final 
proof,  to  the  effect  that  he  employed  one  Hunton  to  bring  water  apon 
the  land  so  as  to  utilize  the  same  for  crop  purposes  during  the  summer 
of  1885,  but  that  said  Hunton  failed  to  fulfil  his  contract,  which  fact 
the  claimant  did  not  learn  until  July,  1885,  whereupon  he  at  once  began 
the  work  himself,  not  completing  it,  however,  in  time  to  raise  a  crop 
that  season.  On  appeal  Schick  alleges  that  he  has  acted  in  good  faith, 
expending  over  $1,200  in  bringing  water  upon  the  land,  and  that  he 
expects  to  raise  a  crop  thereon  this  year. 

The  desert  land  act  was  approved  March  3,  1877  (19  Stat.,  377),  and 
provides  that  a  qualified  person  may,  upon  the  payment  of  25  cents  per 
acre,  "file  a  declaration  under  oath  with  the  register  an<i  receiver  of 
the  land  district  in  which  any  desert  land  is  situatetl,  that  he  intends 
to  reclaim  a  tract  of  desert  land  not  exceeding  one  section,  2»j^  conducting 

trater  wpon  tAc  ^awic,  within  the  period  of  three  years  thereafter 

At  any  time  within  the  i)eriod  of  three  years  after  filing  .said  declaration, 
upon  msLkmgsatisfactory  proof  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  reclama- 
ion  of  said  tract  of  land  in  the  manner  a/oreaaid,  and  upon  the  payment 
to  the  receiver  of  the  additional  suui  of  one  dollar  pei  acre  for  a  tract  of 
land  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  any  one  person,  a 
patent  for  the  same  shall  be  issued  to  him." 

The  language  quoted  co.-^stitntes  the  sole  statutory  authority  in  the 
matter  of  final  proof,  so  far  ii<  the  act  itself  is  concerned. 

March  12, 1877,  the  General  Lfind  Office  issued  instructions  under  said 
act,  requiring  only  satisfactory  proof  of  water  having  been  conducted 
upon  the  land  in  order  to  establish  the  fact  of  reclamation.  (4  (J.  L.  O., 
22).  Further  instructions  were  issued  September  3,  1880  (7  C.  L.  O., 
138),  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  most  "satisfac^tory  proof"  of  bona  fide 
reclamation  is  the  raising  of  an  agricultural  crop,  but  that  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  show  a  crop  raised  during  the  third  year  of  the  entry. 

The  forms  upon  which  final  proof  is  made  have  from  the  first  provided 
for  a  showing  of  Cultivation  subsequent  to  the  entry  and  alleged  reclama- 
tion. 

The  Department  held  in  the  case  of  Wallace  v.  Boyce,  August  2, 1882, 
(1  L.  I).,  54,)  *'Tliat  the  intendment  of  the  statute  is  to  provide  for  the 
reclamation  of  such  lantls  from  their  desert  condition  to  an  agricultural 
state.  Congress  specified  water  as  the  means  to  that  end,  but  the  mere 
conveying  of  water  upon  the  land  is  not  a  fulfillment  of  the  law,  unless 

in  suffir.ient  quantity  to  prepare  such  land  for  cultivation The 

forms  of  proof  are  drawn  with  direct  reference  to  the  proof  of  snch  facts 
as  will  show  compliance  by  showing  results." 

February  *.»,  1885,  (3  L.  D.,  385,)  the  Departnient,  referring  to  the  case 
of  Wallace  v.  Hoyce,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  rule  therein  should 
be  n)odified,  because  the  ie(|nirement  of  crops  would  often  work  a  hard- 
ship, and  the  act  did  not  require  the  same.     But  the  Department  while 
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SO  modifying  its  forraer  expression  said :  '*  It  is  true  that  evidence  tbat 
such  reclamation  is  perfect  and  complete  will  be  by  proof  of  an  agri- 
cultural crop  raised  on  such  land  by  the  aid  of  the  water  so  brought  on 
the  land,  except  in  exceptional  years  as  hereafter  mentioned.  But  it  is 
not  the  only  proof,  and  might  not  be  at  all  times  the  best  proof.  .... 
Taking  a  favorable  year,  the  proof  of  an  agricultural  crop  might  enable 
the  claimant  to  enter,  and  the  following  years,  and  many  years  there- 
after, he  might  not  be  able  to  raise  a  crop  with  the  amount  of  water 
owned  by  him  in  connection  with  the  land  he  claims  to  have  re- 
claimed." After  reaching  the  conclusion  in  said  decision  that  the  proof 
was  sufficient  when  it  shows  "  that  the  claimant  is  the  owner  of  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  water  to  irrigate  the  land,"  and  has  conveyed  such 
water  to  the  land  in  such  manner  that  he  can  nse  it  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigating  the  crop,  it  was  said,  ''Your  regulations  should  therefore  be 
so  amended  as  to  allow  other  evidence  of  .the  reclamation  of  land  be- 
sides that  of  a  growing  crop.  The  raising  of  an  agricultural  crop  may 
be  evidence  of  reclamation,  but  it  is  not  the  only  evidence  that  ought 
to  be  receive<l,  and  ought  not  at  any  time  to  dispense  with  actual 
proof  as  to  the  character  of  the  ditch,  quantity  of  water,  etc.,  owned  by 
the  claimant." 

There  is  but  little  in  the  act  by  which  the  quality  and  character  of 
the  final  proof  can  be  regulated.  Proof  that  water  isutticieiit  for  the 
purposes  of  irrigation  has  been  brought  to  the  land  seems  to  be  all  that 
was  intended  either  from  the  act  ilself  or  the  debates  in  Congress 
thereon. 

The  question  then  resolves  Itself  into  this  form  :  What  shall  consti- 
tute *'  satisfactory  proof"  that  water  in  sufficit^nt  quautiiy  to  eflect  per- 
manent reclamation  has  been  brought  upon  the  land? 

The  act  apparently  rests  on  the  presumption  that  the  desert  character 
of  the  land  results  from  the  absence  of  water  and  that  reclamation  will 
follow  if  water  is  brought  upon  the  land ;  hence  in  the  examination  of 
final  proof  the  presence  of  water  by  means  of  artificial  irrigation  should 
receive  the  first  consideration.  The  quantity  of  water  actually  owned 
and  controlled,  the  means  provided  for  its  proper  distribution  and  the 
permanence  of  the  supply  are  all  to  be  considered  in  determining 
whether  the  land  has  been  reclaimed  **  in  the  manner  aforesaid."  Proof 
that  a  crop  has  been  successfully  raised  on  land  of  former  desert 
character  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  tlie  place  of  evidence  as  to  the 
means  antl  aianner  of  irriiration,  but  received,  when  offered,  as  supple- 
menting the  same  by  showing  the  results  thereof.  Thus  consid<red, 
proof  of  crops,  becomes  a  proper  element  in  final  proof,  though  it  should 
not  be  held  as  an  essential  requirement.  The  law  gives  the  entryman 
three  years  within  which  to  accomplish  reclamation  of  the  land  and 
furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  the  same,  and  to  require  a  showing  as  to 
results  within  that  period  would  be  to  materially  shorten  the  time 
which  is  clearly  granted  by  the  statute. 


154  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Whether  crops  be  shown  or  not,  the  fiual  proof  should  be  explicit  on 
each  essential  point,  with  respect  to  the  means  of  irrigation.  The  source 
an<l  volume  of  the  water  8uppl,>,  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  ditches, 
and  the  number  iind  length  of  all  ditches  on  each  legal  subdivision  should 
be  specifically  shown,  the  witnesses  stating  in  full  their  means  of  knowl- 
edge and  whether  they  at  any  time  saw  the  land  effectually  irrigated, 
for  without  knowledge  thus  derived,  the  fact  of  reclamation  remains  a 
matter  of  conjecture. 

In  this  case  the  final  proof  was  only  rejected  on  the  ground  that  it 
did  not  show  the  production  of  a  crop  following  the  irrigation.  An  ex- 
aminatiQu  of  the  proof  submitted  herein  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  shows  a  sufiicient  quantity  of  water  has  been  brought  upon  the  land 
to  effect  reclamation,  and  that  it  should  be  accordingly  accepted  as  sat- 
isfactory. This  view  of  the  law  and  the  final  proof  required  thereunder 
follows  the  departmental  decision  of  the  1st  instant  in  the  case  of  George 
Ramsey  (5  L.  D.,  120). 

Your  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


preemption  entry— excessive  acreage. 

William  L.  Nye. 

The  rule  requiring  au  entry  to  approximate  one  liundred  and  sixty  acres  must  be  fol- 
lowed though  the  land  has  passed  to  a  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  September  14, 1886. 

By  letter  of  May  12, 1885,  your  office  suspended  the  pre-emption  cash 
entry  of  William  L.  Nye,  made  September  15, 1883,  for  the  NW.  J  of 
Sec.  4,  T.  104  K.,  B.  57  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota,  for  excess  in  the  area  of 
the  land,  and  required  him  to  relinquish  ''at  least  one  legal  subdivision, 
which  he  may  elect,  retaining  the  land  (contiguous  in  form)  upon  which 
his  residence  and  principal  improvements  are  situated." 

From  this  action  one  Michael  D.  O'Brien  alone  files  appeal,  alleging 
that  on  September  12,  1884,  he  purchased  said  tract  from  said  Nye  in 
good  faith,  and  paid  therefor  the  sum  of  $625,  and  that  Nye  now  refuses 
to  take  an  appeal.    The  entry  in  this  case  embraces  203.28  acres. 

It  is  certain  that  under  the  established  practice,  the  entryman  may  be 
required  to  relinquish  a  ])ortion  of  his  excessive  entr>',  so  that  it  may 
approximate  160  acres,  while  the  final  certificate  remains  in  his  hands. 
Benjamin  C.  Wilkins  (2  L.  D.,  129),  Charles  Hoffman,  4  L.  D.,  92).  This 
practice  is  based  on  the  settled  construction  of  the  law,  that  this  Depart- 
ment is  not  authorized  to  pass  to  patent  an  entr}-  largely  exceeding  160 
acres.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  assignee  cannot 
stand  in  any  better  position  than  the  entryman.  In  other  words,  the 
transfer  cannot  give  this  Department  authority  to  confirm  an  entry  not 
authorized  by  law.     For  this  reason  said  decision  is  affirmed  with  this 
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modification,  that  the  assignee  O'Brien  will  be  allowed  sixty  days  within 
which  to  comply  with  the  order  thereof.  Failing  in  this  said  entry  will 
be  canceled. 


homes  tea  d—r  esi  i)  exc  e. 
Heney  C.  Hansbbough. 

One  holding  the  position  of  postmaster  cannot  be  heard  to  say  that  his  residence  is 

beyond  the  delivery  of  his  office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  14,  1886. 

I  have  examined  the  appeal  of  Henry  C.  Hansbroiigh  from  your 
office  decision  of  January  II,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  home- 
stead entry  129,  and  cash  entry  854,  for  SE.  i  of  Sec.  28,  T.  156,  R.  64 
W.,  Devils  Lake,  Dakota. 

Claimant  made  entry  February  9, 1884,  and  on  November  7th  follow- 
ing made  commutation  proof.  His  proof  shows  that  he  established  resi- 
dence May  8th ;  that  his  improvements  consist  of  a  house  twelve  by 
twenty  feet,  a  barn,  eight  by  twenty  feet,  an  addition  to  his  house,  ten 
by  twelve  feet,  sixteen  acres  broken  and  eight  acres  cultivated  to  crop 
one  season.  His  family  consists  of  himself  and  wife,  and  he  says  she 
has  resided  continuously  on  the  claim.  As  to  his  absence  from  the 
laud,  claimant  says:  ^^I  am  postmaster  at  Devils  Lake,  and  have 
been  absent  at  times  to  attend  to  my  official  duties."  The  tract  lies 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  town  of  Devils  Lake,  and  beyond  the  de- 
livery of  the  post-office  of  that  town.  Section  3831  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes provides  that,  "Every  postmaster  shall  reside  within  the  delivery 
of  the  office  to  which  he  is  appointed."  Yon  iiud,  and  it  is  not  denied, 
that  claimant  was  ap])ointed  as  postmaster  on  January  10, 1884,  prior 
to  the  making  of  said  homestead  entry.  He  continued  as  such  post- 
master during  his  alleged  residence  on  the  tract.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
a  person  holding  a  position  of  postmaster  under  the  law  as  above  quoted 
can  not  be  heard  to  say  that  his  residence  is  beyond  the  delivery  of  his 
office. 

For  this  reason  said  decision  is  affirmed.  The  papers  accompanying 
your  office  letter  of  September  12,  1885,  are  herewith  returned. 


private  claim— railroad  grant. 
Perkins  ».  Central  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

By  the  deciHions  of  the  Department  the  Higley  Survey  is  now  accepted  as  properly 

defining  the  boundaries  of  the  Moraga  claim. 
As  the  reservation  of  this  tract  under  the  private  claim  of  San  Ramon  terminated 

prior  to  the  time  when  the  right  of  the  company  attached,  such  reservation  did 

not  except  the  land  from  the  rai1roa<l  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  14,  1886. 

I  have  examined  the  case  of  Samuel  A.  Perkins  v.  the  Central  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  on  appear  by  Perkins  from  your  office  decision  of 
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March  19,  1884,  rejectiDg  his  application  to  file  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  lots  1,  2,  3  and  4  and  SB.  i  of  SW.J  of  Sec.  3,  T.  1  S., 
E.  2  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California,  on  the  ground  of.  conflict 
T?ith  the  claim  of  the  company  nnder  its  grant. 

Appellant's  application  was  presented  at  the  local  office  September 
25, 1878,  with  allegation  of  settlement  July  1,  1878.  The  tract  covered 
by  said  application  is  within  the  twenty  miles  limits  of  the  grant  of  July 
2,  1864,  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (13  Stat.,  350),  which 
amends  and  enlarges  the  grant  by  the  act  of  July  1, 1862  (12  Stat.,  492). 

The  grounds  of  appeal  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  tract  in  question  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the 
Moraga  rancho  (Laguna  de  los  Palos  Colorados),  and  was  reserved  on 
account  thereof  until  August  10,  1878,  when  the  survey  of  said  private 
grant,  excluding  this  tract,  was  b}*  decision  of  this  Department  finally 
confirmed. 

2.  That  it  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  rancho  £1  Sobraute, 
and  was  on  that  account- reserved  until  April  16, 1883,  when  by  final 
decision  of  the  Department,  limiting  the  boundaries  of  said  grant,  it 
was  excluded  therefrom. 

3.  That  it  was  up  to  tSeptember  7,  1865,  within  the  exterior  limits  of 
the  grant  of  San  Kamon  as  claimed,  and  was  reserved  thereby  until 
that  date. 

The  claim  is  that  any  of  the  Mexican  grants  above  mentioned  worked 
a  reservation  of  the  tract  so  as  to  except  it  from  the  grant  to  the  rail- 
road. 

As  to  the  first  claim,  viz:  that  the  land  was  reserved  because  within 
the  claimed  limits  of  the  Moraga  rancho,  I  find  that  it  lies  east  of  and 
outside  of  the  limits  of  said  claim. 

My  predecessor,  Secretary  Teller,  having  before  him  the  question  as 
to  what  were  the  exterior  limits  of  the  Moraga  claim,  decided  in  the 
case  of  Joel  Docking  (3  L.  D.,  204),  that  the  Higley  survey  of  said  claim 
located  substantially^  its  exterior  boundaries. 

In  that  case  it  was  stated  that  the  northern,  eastern  and  western 
boundaries  were  correctly  represented  by  the  Higley  survey,  bur  that 
the  southern  boundary  which  is  described  in  the  grant  and  confirmation 
as  the  establishment  at  San  Jose,  as  located  by  said  survey,  seemed  to 
be  controverted. 

He,  however,  held  that  said  survey  substantially  located  the  southern 
boundary,  as  well  as  the  other  boundaries  of  the  claim. 

In  the  case  of  Rees  v.  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  decided  by 
me  August  14th  ultimo  (5  L.  D.,  02),  the  question  as  to  the  boundaries  of 
the  Moraga  claim  again  l)eing  brought  before  the  Department  for  con- 
sideration, it  was  specifically  held  as  to  the  southern  boundary,  a  decis- 
ion as  to  which  was  directly  involved  in  that  case,  that  it  was  correctly 
located  by  the  Higley  survey.      As  the  soutbern  boundary  as  delin- 
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eated  by  said  sarvey  seems  to  have  been  tbeouly  one  aboat  which  there 
has  been  mnch  doabt,  and  as  that  has  been  finally  determined  in  the 
Bees  case  (sapra),  it  may,  I  think,  be  regarded  as  definitely  settled 
that  the  Higley  survey  as  a  matter  of  fact  correctly  delineated  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  M oraga  raucho  as  claimed. 

The  tract  in  question  is  not  embraced  within  the  Higley  survey,  and 
was  not  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Moragarancho. 

I  may  say  that  notwithstanding  past  decisions  as  to  what  constituted 
the  boundaries  of  said  ranchos  as  claimed,  the  above  conclusion  has  not 
been  adopted  in  this  case  without  a  careful  examination  of  the  maps 
and  disefios,  together  with  other  evidence  bearing  upon  the  question. 

So  far  as  the  second  ground  of  objection  is  concerned,  viz,  that  the  land 
was  reserved  and  excepted  from  the  railroad  grant  on  account  of  the 
claim  under  the  El  Sobrante  grant,  this  case  is  ruled  in  every  particu- 
lar by  my  decision  in  the  Rees  case  (cited  supra). 

Under  the  doctrine  of  that  case,  the  tract  was  never  within  the 
claimed  limits  of  the  Sobrante  grant,  but  was,  so  far  as  it  was  con- 
cerned, public  land  at  the  date  when  the  line  of  the  road  opposite  said 
tract  was  definitely  fixed,  which  in  the  decision  cited  is  held  to  have 
been  January  21,  1870,  the  date  when  the  President  accepted  the  map 
of  constructed  road  on  this  section  of  its  line,  embracing  20.16  miles. 

To  the  third  objection,  viz,  that  the  land  was  reserved  on  account  of 
the  San  Eamon  grant,  and  therefore  did  not  inure  to  the  railroad  under 
its  grant,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  it  is  not  claimed  that  there  was 
any  reservation  of  the  tract  on  account  of  said  rancho  at  any  time  after 
September  7, 1865,  the  date  of  the  final  approval  of  the  survey  of  the 
rancho  by  the  United  States  circuit  court,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  objection  is  without  force. 

Since  the  grant  to  the  railroad  did  not  become  effective  opposite  this 
tract  until  January  21,  1870,  the  date  of  the  acceptance  of  the  map  of 
constructed  road,  the  reservation  prior  to  September  7, 1865,  as  claimed, 
could  not  operate  to  except  the  land  from  the  railroad  grant.  (Rees 
case,  supra.) 

It  being  clear  that  there  was  no  reservation  on  account  of  any  of  the 
ranchos  mentioned  at  the  date  when  the  grant  took  effect  (January  21, 
1870),  and,  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  that  the  tract  was  then  public 
land,  it  follows  that  it  passed  to  the  company  under  its  grant,  and  con- 
sequently that  the  application  of  Perkins  to  make  pre-emption  filing 
was  properly  rejected. 

Your  office  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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phacrice— appeal— specific atioy  of  errors, 

Schweitzer  v,  Wolfe. 

An  appeal  will  uut  be  considered  where  uo  specitication  of  errors  is  filed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  September  17,  1886. 

Uu  January  2,  1884,  Richard  Wolfe  made  homestead  entry  of  SE.  ^ 
of  Sec.  9,  T.  155  K,  R.  63  W.,  Grand  Forks,  Dakota.  On  November 
12,  1884,  Lewis  Schweitzer  brought  contest  against  the  same  for  aban« 
donment.  On  motion,  the  local  officers  dismissed  the  ca«e  and  your  of- 
fice by  letter  of  April  18, 1885,  reinstated  it.  From  this  action  Wolfe 
appeals.  His  appeal  reads  as  follows:  ^^Now  comes  Richard  Wolfe 
who  by  his  attorney  John  W.  M aher  hereby  respectfully  appeals  from 
the  decision  of  the  Hon.  Commissioner  for  the  reason  that  said  decis- 
ion was  contrary  to  law,  and  the  ))ractice  of  the  Land  Department.'^ 
This  appeal  is  defective  in  that  it  does  not  set  forth  any  specification 
of  error  as  required  by  Rule  of  Practice  No.  88.  For  that  reason  said 
appeal  is  dismissed. 


private  claims— indemnity  scrip— succession  sale. 

Letteieus  Alrio. 

The  judgment  of  a  Stare  court  that  would  be  received  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  as  conclusive,  will  be  similarly  accepted  in  this  Department. 

The  purchaser  of  real  estate  at  a  succession  sale  is  bound  to  look  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  and  its  order  directing  the  sale,  and  if  they  are  sufficient  he  is  pro- 
tected. 

District  courts  of  Louisiana  have  unlimited  original  jurisdiction  in  probate  and  suc- 
cession matters  and  decrees  rendered  therein  with  respect  to  succession  sales  are 
conclusive  as  to  all  facts  necessary  to  convey  title. 

The  case  of  Joshua  Oarrett  overruled. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  17, 1886» 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  date  February  22, 
1819  (8  Stat.,  252),  the  strip  of  territory  in  Louisiana,  adjacent  to  Texas,^ 
and  known  as  the  "neutral  territory,"  was  finally  ceded  to  the  United 
States.  Congress  thereupon  passed  the  acts  of  March  3,  1823  (3  Stat., 
756),  and  May  26,  1824  (4  ib.,  65),  providing  for  the  examination  of  the 
titles  to  the  private  land  claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  territory. 
Pursuant  to  these  laws  the  claims  were  divided  into  four  classes,  the 
third  of  which  embraced  the  claims  of  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  treaty,  which  were  not  founded  on  any  written  title. 

In  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Southwestern  Dis- 
trict of  Louisiana,  dated  at  Opelousas,  November  1,  1824,  the  claim  of 
Lettrieus  Alrio,  3d  class.  No.  137,  among  others,  was  recommended  for 
confirmation  (American  State  Papers,  Green's  Ed.,  Vol.  4,  pp.  54  and 
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77).  This  claim  was  accordingly  confirmed  for  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  24,  1828  (6  Stat.,  382) ;  and 
by  the  second  section  of  this  act  it  was  to  be  located  under  the  direction 
of  the  register  and  receiver  in  conformity  with  the  legal  subdivisions  of 
the  public  surveys,  so  far  as  practicable,  including  the  improvements  of 
the  claimant. 

A  number  of  these  third-class  claims  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
each,  having  been  confirmed  to  actual  settlers,  all  of  whom  were  residing 
upon  the  same  legal  subdivision,  it  became  impossible  to  locate  all  of 
them  under  the  act  of  1828;  and,  as  no  further  provision  had  then  been 
made  by  Congress  for  such  cases,  this  claim  of  Alrio,  along  with  some 
others,  remains  yet  uirlocated. 

June  2, 1858,  Congress  passed  an  act  (11  Stat.,  294),  the  third  section 
of  which  concludes  as  follows: 

"That  in  all  cases  of  confirmation  by  this  act,  or  where  any  private 
land  claim  has  been  confirmed  by  Congress,  and  tht?  same,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  has  not  lieen  located  or  satisfied,  either  for  want  of  a  specific 
location  prior  to  such  confirmation,  or  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  other 
than  a  discovery  of  fraud  in  such  claim  subsequent  to  such  confirma- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the  district  in  which 
such  claim  was  situated,  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  such  claim  has 
been  so  confirmed,  and  that  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  remains  un- 
satisfied, to  issue  to  the  claimant,  or  his  legal  representatives,  a  certifi- 
cate of  location  for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed  and 
unsatisfied;  which  certificate  may  be  located  upon  any  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  sale  at  a  private  entry  at  a  price  not 
exceeding  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Provided,  That 
such  location  shall  conform  to  legal  divisions  and  subdivisions." 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana^ 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1876,  issued  certificates  of  location  in  this  and 
other  Bio  Hondo  claims,  and  transmitted  the  same  to  your  ofi&ce  for  au- 
thentication. The  Alrio  certificates  were  numbered  321 A  to  321 H,  in- 
clusive, for  eighty  acres  each — six  hundred  and  forty  acres — and  were 
issued  npon  the  application  of  Widow  H.  W.  Reynolds,  who  asserted 
title  thereto  through  a  chain  of  conveyances  commencing  back  in  1837, 
when  it  is  alleged  Alrio,  through  his  attorney  in  fact,  one  William  P. 
Jones,  sold  and  conveyed  his  claim,  with  warranty,  to  Caleb  Richard- 
son Parker  and  Charles  Gustavus  Oehmichen. 

This  scrip  being  prepared  upon  the  old  printed  form  was  returned  to 
the  surveyor-general,  February  26,1881,  to  be  by  him  canceled;  and  by 
the  same  letter  your  ofiice  decided  1st,  That  the  claim  in  question  had 
never  been  located;  and  second.  That  the  real  owner  thereof  was  enti- 
tled to  indemnity  scrip  under  the  said  act  of  1858.  In  accordance  with 
further  instructions  contained  in  this  letter,  the  surveyor-general  on  the 
9th  of  March,  1881,  issued  new  certificates  upon  the  engraved  form; 
endorsing  them  in  favor  of  Mrs.  lleynolds,  numbering  them  as  before, 
and  transmitted  them  for  approval. 


160  DECISIONS   BELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

It  appears  by  the  proces  verbal  transmitted  with  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral's letter  of  December  2\3, 1882,  that  the  succeHsion  of  Lettrieus  Alrio 
was  opened  in  the  district/  court  for  the  Eleventh  Judicial  District  of 
Louisiana,  sitting  as  a  court  of  probate  in  and  for  the  parish  of  liTatcbi- 
toches,  on  the  lOih  of  August,  1882;  that  G.  L.  Trichel  was  appointed 
administrator  thereof;  that  the  usual  proceedings  in  such  matters  as 
provided  by  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana  were  gone  through  with ;  and 
that  on  the  14th  of  September,  1882,  at  a  public  sale  of  the  effects  of 
this  succession,  the  inchoate  claim  of  Alrio  was  purchased  for  $40  by 
A.  E.  Sompayrac,  he  being  the  last  and  highest  bidder,  etc.,  in  whose 
favor  the  sheriff  on  the  16th  of  September  executed  and  delivered  the 
usual  act  of  sale.  Sompayrac  thus  became  an  applicant  for  the  scrip 
already  i8>>ued,  and  accordingly  on  February  24,  1883,  by  his  attorney 
wrote  your  office,  urging  a  decision  as  to  whom  the  scrip  belonged,  and 
calling  attention  to  certain  defects  in  the  chain  of  title  by  and  through 
which  Mrs.  Keyuolds  claimed. 

After  considerable  correspondence  between  Sompayrac  and  your 
office  relative  to  the  ownership  of  the  scrip  in  question,  the  case  was 
finally  taken  up,  and  on  July  25,  1884,  the  decision  was  rendered  from 
which  the  appeal  of  Somi)ayrac,  now  here  for  consideration,  was  taken 
(3  L.  D.,  44).  This  decision,  after  reciting  a  brief  history  of  the  case, 
denied  the  right  of  both  Mrs.  Reynolds  and  Sompayrac  to  receive  the 
scrip  theretofore  issued.  Mrs.  Reynolds's  application  was  denied,  be- 
cause from  the  evidence  submitted  it  appeared  that  the  power  of  at- 
torney to  Jones  in  1837  had  been  executed  by  a  female,  Letrius  Alrio, 
and  not  by  the  old  settler,  Lettrieus  Alrio,  whose  claim  had  been  con- 
firmed as  aforesaid.  It  was  further  held  in  said  decision  that  the  pre- 
sumptions of  law  favored  the  validity  of  said  power  of  attorney ;  and 
that  for  that  reason,  and  also  because  of  the  departmental  ruling  in  the 
"Garrett"  case  (7  C.  L.  C,  55),  in  reference  to  succession  sales  in  Louisi- 
ana, the  claim  of  Sompayrac  could  not  be  recognized.  This  de<$ision 
was  understood  to  be  final  as  to  Sompayrac,  but  not  as  to  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds, and  she  has  not  appealed  from  it. 

The  api)eal  of  Sompayrac  now  before  me  and  the  argument  in  sup- 
port of  it  are  based  upon  two  propositions,  viz : 

"I.  The  judgment  of  the  court  of  the  eleventh  judicial  district  for 
the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  La.,  ordering  a  sale  of  the  property'  of  Let- 
trieus Alrio,  deceased,  (it  being  a  probate  court  and  one  of  original 
general  jurisdiction,)  and  the  sale  made  in  pursuance  thereto,  are  bind- 
ing upon  the  United  States,  unless  impeached  for  fraud  or  annulled  in 
some  of  the  modes  provided  by  law. 

"  II.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office  having  adjudged 
that  indemnity  lauds  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1858,  are  due  to  Lettrieus 
Alrio,  or  his  legal  representatives,  it  is  his  duty  to  deliver  the  same 
to  A.  E.  Sompayrac  as  such  legal  representative,  by  virtue  of  the  judg- 
ment and  sale  aforesaid,  unless  the  right  of  Widow  Henry  W.  Reynolds 
is  superior  in  law  or  in  equity." 
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The86  propositions  will  be  considered  in  their  order.  And  first  as  to 
the  conclusiveness  and  binding  force  of  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches,  in  the  matter  of  the  succession  of 
Lettrieus  Alrio. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that,  "  Full  faith  and 
credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  to  the  i)ublic  acts,  records,  and  ju- 
dicial proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Congress  may  by 
general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  records  may  be 
proved,  and  the  eftect  thereof."  (Art.  IV,  Sec.  I).  In  execution  of 
this  express  power  conferred  by  the  constitution,  Congress  passed  the  act 
of  May  26, 1790  (L  Stat.,  122),  which  })rovide8  in  effect,  That  the  judicial 
records  in  one  State  shall  be  proved  in  the  tribunals  of  another,  by  the 
attestation  of  the  clerk,  under  the  seal  of  the  court,  with  the  certificate 
of  the  judge  that  the  attestation  is  in  due  form.  2.  That  such  records 
so  authenticated  shall  have  such  faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every 
other  court  of  the  United  States,  as  they  have  by  law  or  usage  in  the 
courts  of  the  State  from  whence  the  said  records  were  or  shall  be  taken." 
In  the  construction  of  this  act  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  laid  down  the  rule,  That  where  the  State  court  which  rendered  the 
judgment  had  jurisdiction,  both  of  the  cause  and  of  the  parties^  such 
judgment  is  binding  and  conclusive  every  where  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  unless  impeached  for  fraud.  Thompson  v.  Whitman  (18 
Wall.,  457),  and  cited  cases.  Upon  principle,  therefore,  the  same  rule 
as  to  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments  should  obtain  in  the  executive 
departments  of  the  United  States  as  in  the  courts  of  the  several  States^ 
or  of  the  United  States. 

There  has  been  no  suggestion  of  fraud  either  on  the  part  of  Sompay- 
rac  or  of  the  court  which  rendered  the  judgment;  hence  our  inquiry 
must  oe  restricted  to  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court 
for  Natchitoches  parish,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  The  general  rule 
in  relation  to  this  subject  is :  That  where  the  court  is  one  of  general  and 
unlimited  jurisdiction  its  jurisdiction  of  the  causes  tried  therein  is  al- 
ways presumed,  unless  the  contrary  be  shown.  Kempe's  Lessee  v,  Ken- 
nedy (5  Cranch,  173);  Dred  Scott  r.  Sandford  (19  How.,  401).  In  con- 
sidering  this  question  therefore,  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the 
court,  in  which  this  judgment  was  rendered  must  be  inspected,  in  order 
that  an  intelligent  conclusion  may  be  arrived  at. 

As  before  stated,  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  Alrio  succession 
were  had  in  August  and  September,  1882.  They  were  therefore  under 
the  State  constitution  of  1879. 

Article  80  provides:  "  T\\e  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  supreme 
court,  in  courts  of  appeal,  iu  ^i«^ncfcowrf«,  and  in  justices  of  the  peace.^ 

Article  107.  "The  State  shall  be  divided  into  not  less  than  twenty, 
nor  more  than  thirty  juf/ictaZ  districts,  the  parish  of  Orleans  excepted.'' 

Article  108: "The  parishes  of  Natchitoches  and  Sa- 
bine shall  compose  the  eleventh  district. 
2278  DEO 11 
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Article  109:  <^  District  coarts  shall  have  original  jurisdictiou  in  all 

-^  <5ivil  matters  whew  the  amount  in  dispute  shall  exceed  fifty  dollars,  ex- 

<5lu8ive  of  interest.    They  shall  have  unltjuited  original  jurisdiction  in 

•vail  crimuuxl^  probate  and  svccession  matters^  and  when  a  succession  is  a 

^party  defendant.'' 

Article  872,  Louisiana  Civil  Code  declares:  ^^  Succession   signifies 

also  the  estates,  right  and  charges  which  a  person   leaves  after  his 

<leath,  whether  the  property  exceeds  the  charges  or  the  charges  exceed 

the  i)roperty,  or  whether  he  has  only  left  charges  without  any  prop- 

-erty.'' 

it  is  thus  seen  from  the  above  quoted  provisions  of  1  ouisiana  law 
4hat  the  district  court  of  the  eleventh  judicial  district  of  Louisiana,  sit- 
ting as  a  court  of  probates  in  and  for  Natchitoches  parish,  has  original 
'Cinlimited  jurisdiction  in  probate  and  succession  matters.  Having  as- 
sumed and  exercised  jurisdiction  in  the  Alrio  succession,  the  law  will 
•  therefore  presume  that  it  did  so  rightfully.  Having  jurisdiction,  it  had 
-a  right  to  decide  all  questions  arising  in  the  cause,  and  its  judgment 
xiiot  having  been  appealed  from,  and  having  not  been  annulled  by  di- 
rect action,  is  binding  and  conclusive  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  in  its  executive  departments,  unless  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  suhject  matter  can  be  affirmatively  shown.  Harvey  v.  Tyler 
(2  Wall.,  328);  Florentine  r.  Burton  (ib.,  210);  and  Grignon  v,  Astor 
(2  How.,  315»). 

I  pass  to  the  second  question  raised  by  the  appeal  of  Sompayrac. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  claim. of  Lettrieus  Alrio  has  been  confirmed, 
that  it  is  yet  unlocated,  and  that  certificates  of  location  under  the  act 
•of  1858  are  due  to  his  legal  representative.  It  thus  becomes  necessary, 
.^8  a  preliminary  question,  to  determine  which  of  the  two  applicants 
iierein,  if  either  of  them,  is  such  representative.  This  question  must 
A)e  determined  by  the  laws  of  Louisiana.  That  is  to  say,  the  legal  rep- 
vresentative  of  the  confirmee  Lettrieus  Alrio  is  he,  who,  under  the  laws 
of  Louisiana,  would  be  considered  the  owner  of  the  claim.  Sims  v. 
.Irvine  (3  Dallas,  425,  457);  Waring  v,  Jackson  (1  Peters,  570);  Davis 
4).  Mason  (ib.,  503);  Miles  v.  Caldwell  (2  Wall.,  35);  and  many  other 
reported  cases. 

Now,  what  are  the  laws  of  Louisiana,  and  what  are  the  rules  as  ex- 
pounded by  her  courts,  which  are  applicable  to  this  question  f 

The  record  of  the  succession  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  this  claim 
represents  "that  Lettrieus  Alrio  died  intestate  in  the  parish  of  Natchi- 
toches, about  the  year  1850."    His  succession  was  then  legally  open 
and  the  place  for  disposing  of  his  effects  and  settling  up  his  estate  was 
Natchitoches  parish.     Civil  Code  ot  Louisiana,  Arts.  934  and  935. 

It  has  been  shown  above  that  the  court,  a  copy  of  whose  record  is 
here  produced  and  relied  upon,  had  ^^  unlimited  original  jurisdiction  in  all 
criminal  B^tid  probate  and  succeasion  matters^  in  the  parish  of  Natchitoches. 
It  is  further  shown  by  the  record  that  the  Alrio  successiou  had  never 
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before  been  opened,  either  in  ilie  parish  of  Natchitoches  or  Sabine ;  that 
it  was  an  nnclaimed  succession  for  over  thirty  .years,  and  that  the  heirs 
were  unknown  and  absent.  This  state  of  facts  renders  it  what  in  the 
State  of  Lonisiana  is  termed  "a  vacant  succaftdon.^^  Civil  Code,  Arts. 
1095  and  1097. 

The  record  further  shows  that  the  aforesaid  administrator  G.  L. 
Trichel,  appointed  by  the  court  to  manage  this  succession,  complied 
with  the  law  as  to  notice,  bond,  oath,  inventory,  and  appraisement  of 
effects,  and  final  sale  of  the  pioperty.    Civil  Code,  Arts.  1114  and  1115. 

Under  An.  1162,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  sell  the  perishable 
movable  property,  even  before  the  appointment  of  a  curator.  Art.  1163 
*'The  curator  is  boand,  in  ten  days  affer  his  appointment,  to  demand 
that  all  the  remaining  movaible  effects  found  in  the  succession  intrusted 
to  his  administration  be  sold." 

If  there  are  debts  against  the  estate,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  curator  to 
sell  first  the  movables  for  their  payment,  if  they  be  insufficient,  he  then 
sells  enough  immovables  to  pay  them.  Arts.  1164  to  1168.  But  under 
Arts.  1160  to  1189,  he  must,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  convert  all  property 
into  money,  and  pay  the  net  proceeds  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

The  provisions.of  the  Civil  Code  of  Louisiana,  relatiuv  to  successions, 
have  been  for  many  years  essentially  as  they  exist  to  day.  And  for 
many  years  it  has  been  considered  a  fundamental  principle  of  law  in 
that  State  that  the  purchaser  of  real  estate  at  a  succession  sale  is  bound 
to  look  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  conrt  and  its  order  dincting  the  sale, 
and  if  thej'  are  sufBcient  he  is  protected.  This  claim  for  scrip  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  incori)oreal  hereditament  and  is  therefore  descendible  as 
realty.  In  the  case  of  Lalauue's  Heirs  v.  Moreau  (13  La.,  431),  the  heirs 
brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the  purchasers  at  a  succession 
sale  of  the  real  estate  of  their  ancestor,  relying  upon  several  alleged 
nullities  in  the  proceedings  by  which  the  property  was  sold,  and  had 
judgment  in  their  favor  below.  The  supreme  court  of  Louisiana,  on 
appeal,  reversed  the  judgment  below,  and  held,  citing  numerous  au- 
thorities : 

<<  Sales  directed  by  the  conrt  of  probates  are  judicial  sales  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  and  the  purchaser  is  protected  by  the  decree  order- 
ing them.  •  •  •  A  purchaser  under  a  decree  of  the  orphans  court  is 
bound  to  look  to  the  jurisdiction,  but  the  truth  of  the  record  concerning 
matters  within  that  jurisdiction  can  not  be  disputed.  The  decree  of  the 
court  is  to  be  received  as  conclusive  evidence,  not  to  be  impeached  from 
within,  ana  like  all  other  acts  of  the  higest  judicial  authority,  im- 
peachable only  from  without ;  and  a  judgment,  decree,  sentence,  or 
order,  passed  by  a  competent  jurisdiction,  which  creates  or  changes  a 
title,  or  any  interest  in  an  estate,  is  not  only  final  as  to  the  parties 
themselves,  and  all  claiming  under  them,  but  furnishes  conclusive  evi- 
dence to  all  mankind,  that  the  right  or  interest  belongs  to  the  party  to 
whom  the  court  adjudged  it." 

This  doctrine  was  afterwards  affirmed  in  Beale  et  al.  t\  Walden  (11 
Bobinson,  67);  again  in  McCullough  v.  Minor  (2  La.  An.,  466) ;  and  in 
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Wright  V,  CiiMiining8  (19  ib.,  353),  which  was  a  suit  to  test  the  valid- 
ity of  tlie  title  to  certain  real  estate,  acquired  at  a  succession  sale  under 
the  order  of  the  court  of  probates,  the  court  say  : 

"  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  examine  objections  taken  to  the  proceed- 
ings prior  to  the  date  of  the  order  of  sale.  A  purchaser  at  a  probate 
sale  is  not  retjuired  to  look  beyond  thedecree  recognizing  its  necessity." 

See  also  Sizemore  v.  Wedge  (20  id.,  124)  ;  Wisdom  f.  Buckner  (31 
id.,  52) ;  and  Thompson  v.  Tolmie  (2  Pet.,  1*57). 

A  careful  examination  of  the  decisions  just  cited  leads  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  in  the  courts  of  Louisiana  the  title  of  Sompayrac  could  not  be 
questioned,  unless  it  should  be  shown  afirmatively  that  the  district 
court  in  assuming  to  settle  uj)  the  succession  of  Alrio  was  without  juris- 
diction as  to  the  subject  matter.  As  I  have  before  shown,  ifsuch  is  the 
effect  of  this  judgment  in  Louisiana,  under  the  provisions  of  the  United 
States  constitution,  above  quoted,  and  the  said  act  of  1790,  such  would 
be  its  effect  in  the  United  States  courts  and  also  in  the  executive  de- 
p.irtments  of  the  government.  That  is  to  say,  at  the  said  succession 
sale  in  1882  Sompayrac  purchased  the  interest,  right,  and  title  to  this 
claim  of  which  Alrio  died  seized,  and  none  other.  In  other  words,  he 
(Sompayrac)  merely  stands  as  the  representative  of  Alrio  and  can  claim 
nothing  more  than  Alrio  could  were  he  alive. 

Mrs.  Reynolds's  claim  herein,  as  before  stated,  has  as  an  initial  point 
the  alleged  sale  of  this  property  by  Alrio  in  1837.  Basing  her  claim 
as  she  does  upon  a  private  sale,  it  will  be  necessary  for  her  to  establish 
it  by  satisfactory  evidence.  If  so  established,  then  the  scrip  in  ques- 
tion should  be  authenticated  in  her  name;  if  not,  then  it  should  issue 
to  Sompayrac.  As  already  stated,  your  oflSce  has  not  rendered  a  final 
decision  as  to  her  claim.  Questions  relative  to  its  validity  are  there- 
fore not  now  before  me  for  consideration,  and  no  opinion  is  expressed 
concerning  them. 

I  am  aware  that  the  conclusion  herein  arrived  at,  in  reference  to  dig- 
nity of  succession  sales  in  Louisiana  is  at  variance  with  that  expressed 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Schurz  in  the  "  Garrett"  case,  {supra).,  which  has  since 
been  followed  by  this  Department  as  a  guide  in  such  matters.  But  that 
was  merely  an  opinion  upon  a  state  of  facts  certified  by  the  Commissioner 
to  be  correct;  and  that  opinion  overruled  that  of  the  Commissioner, 
and  also  that  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  Louisiana,  who  had  in- 
vestigated the  subject  thoroughly  in  the  ligbt  of  Louisiana  law.  (See 
Land  Office  Iteport  for  1880,  p.  195.)  Tbe  error  in  the  "  Garrett"  case 
consists  in  this  that  it  requires  the  applicant  for  scrip  who  claims 
under  a  surcession  sale  to  show  to  this  Department  all  the  facts  that 
he  was  required  to  show  to  the  court  which  rendered  a  judgment  in  his 
favor.  In  other  words,  it  in  reality  gives  no  force  and  effect  to  such 
judgment.  Tins,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts  be-' 
fore  referred  to,  is  chjarly  erroneous,  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  ob- 
tain longer  here.     See  also  Comstock  v.  Crawford  (3  Wall.,  396). 
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Said  "  Garrett"  case  and  all  other  cases  in  so  far  as  they  conflict  with 
the  views  hereinbefore  expnissed  are  accordingly  overruled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  upon  the  questions  raised  by  the  appeal 
of  Sompayrac  is  hereby  reversed,  and  the  case  is  remanded  to  you  that 
a  flnal  decision  may  be  rendered  by  you  iu  the  matter  of  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds' alleged  title,  and  for  such  further  proceedings  as  may  then  be 
rendered  necessary  and  proper  in  consonance  with  this  decision. 


SETTLERS  ON  RESTOltED  RAILROAD  LANDS. 

ClECULAB.* 

CominiHulonsr  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers,  April  30, 1886. 
I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  act  of  Congress: 

AN  ACT  ftir  the  relief  of  certaiu  Rettlers  on  restored  railroad  landn. 

Beit  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Home  vf  Representatives  oj  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  ail  personB  who  shall  have  settled  and  made  valnaide  and  per- 
manent iuiproveinentsuponany  odd-numbered  section  of  laud  within  any  railroad  with- 
drawal in  good  faith  and  with  the  permission  or  license  of  the  lailroad  company  for 
whose  benefit  the  same  shall  have  been  made,  and  with  the  expectation  of  pnrchasin}^ 
of  snch  company  the  land  so  settled  upon,  which  land  so  settled  upon  and  improved 
may,  for  any  cause,  l>e  restored  to  the  public  domain,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  such 
restoration,  may  not  be  entitled  to  enter  and  acquire  title  to  snch  land  under  the 
preemption,  homestead,  or  timiifr-cniture  acts  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  permitted 
at  any  time  within  three  months  after  snch  restoration,  and  under  such  rules  an<} 
regulations  as  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  may  prescribe,  to  pnr- 
chaae  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  extiMit  of  the  same,  by  legal  sub- 
divisions, at  the  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  and  to  receive  patents 
therefor. 

Approved  January  13,  ISj*!. 

In  a-ccordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  act,  you  are  in- 
stracted  as  follows: 

1.  The  act  applies  to  settlements  upon  odd-numbered  sections  em- 
braced within  railroad  withdrawals,  whether  such  settlements  and  with- 
drawals shall  have  been  made  before  or  after  passage  of  tlie  act. 

2.  In  order  to  bring  a  purchaser  within  the  provisions  of  the  act,  he 
must  have  actually  settled  and  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the 
land. 

3.  The  settlement  and  improvement  must  have  been  made  before  the 
restoration  of  the  land  to  the  public  domain. 

4.  Such  settlement  and  improvement  must  have  been  made  in  good 
faith  and  with  the  permission  or  license  of  the  rriilroad  company  for 
whose  benefit  the  withdrawal  was  made,  and  with  the  expectation  of 
purchasing  from  said  company  the  land  so  settled  upon. 

6.  Only  lands  settletl  upon  can  be  purchased  under  this  act,  and  only 
the  actual  settler  at  the  date  (if  restoration  can  be  permitted  to  make 

"  Omitted  from  IV  L.  D. 
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such  purchase,  aud  only  land  iu  withdrawn  and  restored  odd-numbered 
sections,  can  be  so  purchased. 

6.  The  act  has  no  api»1ication  to  persons,  who,  without  actual  settle- 
ment, may  have  improved  the  land,  nor  to  those,  who,  without  actual 
settlement  and  improvement,  may  have  purchased  the  land  of  the  rail- 
road company. 

7.  Only  those  persons  are  authorized  to  purchase  under  this  act  who 
are  not  entitled  to  enter  the  land  under  the  preemption,  homestead,  or 
timber-culture  laws  of  the  United  States.  When  the  land  is  subject  to 
entry  under  any  one  of  these  laws,  and  the  seitler  is  qualified  to  make 
such  entry,  he  is  authorize<l  to  proceed  under  the  law  applicable  to  the 
case.  He  can  have  the  benefit  of  this  act  only  when  he  is  excluded  from 
the  benefit  of  the  general  preemption,  homestead,  or  timber-culture  laws. 
But,  for  example,  if  the  land  is  not  subject  to  timber  culture  entry,  and 
the  party  has  exhausted  his  right  to  make  a  homestead  or  a  preemption 
entry,  or  is  ineligible  to  such  rights,  he  is  allowed  to  ]>urchase  the  land 
under  this  at^t.  If  he  is  qualified  to  make  either  a  homestead,  ))reemp- 
tion,  or  timber  culture  entry,  and  the  land  is  subject  to  the  entry  he  is 
qualified  to  make,  then  he  is  not  allowed  to  make  an  entry  under  this 
act. 

8.  Claimants  <lesiring  to  purchase  under  this  act  must  make  applica- 
tion in  writing  at  the  pro])er  district  land  office  within  thiee  months 
from  the  date  of  restoration  as  fixed  by  public  notice;  or,  where  lands 
have  already  been  restored,  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  the 
receipt  of  these  instructions  at  the  local  land  office;  and  no  final  entry 
under  the  preemption  or  homestead  laws  will  be  allowed  upon  snch  lands 
until  after  the  expiration  of  said  three  months. 

9.  Entries  under  this  act  are  restricted  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  each  by  legal  subdivisions,  and  can  include  no  land  not  embraced 
within  the  tract  actually  settle«l  uiM)n  and  improved.  The  tiact,  to  the 
extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  was  intended  to  be  pur- 
chased of  the  railroad  company,  is  the  tract  authorized  to  be  purchased 
of  the  United  States  under  the  act,  and  other  subdivisious  of  sections 
not  included  within  such  tract  can  not  be  taken  to  make  up  the  quan- 
tity of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  when  a  less  quantity  was  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  land  originally  settled  upon  with  the  permission 
or  license  of  the  railroad  company. 

10.  Every  person  applying  to  make  entry  under  this  act  must  make 
and  subscribe  the  following  affidavit. 

I, ,  of ,  claiming  the  right  to  euter  tbe of  sect  ion ,  towu- 

8hii> ,  range ,  under  the  provimous  of  the  act  of  CongresH  approved  Jaunary 

13,  lrt8i,  entitled  **An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  reHtored  railroad  lauds/' 
do  solemnly that  I  was  an  actual  settler  on  said  tract  at  the  time  of  the  restora- 
tion thereof  to  the  public  domain  of  the  United  States,  to  wit,  on  the day  of , 

18 — .  That  prior  to  said  time  I  bad  made  valuable  and  permanent  improvements  on 
the  land;  that  my  settlement  ^^as  made  in  good  faith  and  with  the  permission  or 

license  of  the railroad  company,  and  with  the  expectation  of  purchasing  said 

land  from  said  company ;  and  that  I  am  not  entitled  to  enter,  and  acquire  title  to, 
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said  land  under  the  preemption,  homestead,  or  timber  culture  laws  of  the  United 

Slatfs,  for  tho  reason  that ,  and  that  my  improvements  on  said  land  at  the  date^ 

of  the  restoration  tberfof  to  the  public  domain  consisted  of . 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this day  of ,  188 — . 


11.  Tbe  foregoiug  affidavit  may  be  made  before  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, or  any  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths  in  the  county  in 
which  the  lands  «re  sifuated.  It  must  be  supported  by  satisfactory 
evidence  that  the  settlement  was  made  with  the  permission  or  license  of 
the  railroad  company,  and  with  the  expectation  of  purchasing  the  land 
from  said  company.  The  testimony  of  two  competent  witnesses  will  be- 
required,  showing  that  applicant's  settlement  was  made  prior  to  the- 
restoration  of  the  land,  and  stating  the  value  and  extent  of  his  or  her-^ 
improvements. 

12.  The  price  of  all  lands  purchased  under  this  act  is  fixed  at  $3.50^ 
per  acre.  The  price  of  all  other  lands  within  restoration  limits,  whether 
in  odd  or  even -numbered  sections,  will  be  $1.25  per  acre,  unless  other- 
wise si)ecially  provided  by  law. 

Approved: 

L.  Q.  C.  LA.MAB, 

Secretary. 


desert  laxd  entry— assignmekt, 
Hbnby  W.  Puss. 

Assignments  of  desert  land  entries  made  while  the  rule  allowing  the  same  was  in  forced- 
will  be  recognized ,  but  not  more  ihan  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  may  be  thus^ 
acquired,  and  on  final  proof  patent  will  issue  iu  the  name  of  the  original  entry- 
man. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  Septtinher  24, 1880. 

1  liave  considered  the  appeal  of  Henry  W.  P^uss  from  your  office  de^ 
cisianof  July  22,  1884,  declining  to  accept  final  proof  made  by  hink 
upon  desert  land  entries,  Nos.  10  and  15,  Carson  City,  Nevada,  and 
holding  the  same  for  cancellation. 

Briefly  the  facts  relative  to  these  entries  are  as  follows  : 

The  first  mentioned  (No.  10)  was  made  April  18,  1877,  by  Henry  G^ 
Wingate,  upon  the  W.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  26  N.,  R.  31  E. 

The  other  (No.  15)  was  made  April  23,  1877,  by  John  H.  Thies,  upoi£> 
the  B.  J  of  the  same  section,  the  two  entries  aggregating  six  hundred] 
and  forty  acres. 

Both  the  entrymen  named  made  assignment  of  their  claims,  Wingate,.. 
under  date  of  July  1,  1878,  to  Fuss  directly,  and  Thies,  under  date 
April  8, 1878,  to  one  Philip  Steigelmau,  who  subsequently,  to  wit.  May 
9, 1878,  deeded  to  Fuss,  the  appellant. 
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On  the  30tb  of  March,  1880,  Fu88,  as  assignee,  made  final  proof  on 
both  entries,  which  proof  was  accepted  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
whereupon  Fuss  made  full  payment  for  the  land  and  received  final  cer- 
tificate, setting  forth  that  he  was  entitled  to  receive  patents  for  the  en- 
tire six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Your  office  declined  to  accept  the  final  proof  and  issue  patent  thereon, 
citing  as  autliority  for  said  action  a  departmental  decision  rendered 
April  15,  1880,  in  the  case  of  S.  W.  Downey  (7  C.  L.  O.,  26),  in  which 
it  was  held  that  desert  land  claims  are  not  assignable  under  existing 
law. 

Subsequenily,  to  wit,  December  1,  1884,  my  predecessor.  Secretary 
Teller,  in  the  case  of  David  B.  Dole  (3  L.  D.,  214,)  while  adhering  to 
and  reasserting  the  general  rule  laid  down  in  the  Downey  case,  (supra^) 
restricted  it  so  as  to  confine  its  operation  to  cases  of  assignment  made 
subsequently  to  the  rendition  of  said  decision — April  15,  1880, — thus 
recognizing  as  valid  all  assignments  made  prior  to  said  date;  provid- 
ing, however,  that  as  title  to  no  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
can  vest  in  any  one  person  under  the  law^,  so  not  more  than  that  quan- 
tity can  be  acquired  by  one  person  under  an  assignment,  and  further 
that  when  final  proof  is  made  by  assignee  ihe  patent  will  issue  in  the. 
name  of  the  original  entryman,  and  not  in  the  name  of  the  assignee. 

1  concur  fully  in  the  modification  made  as  above  indicated  to  the  geu* 
«ral  rule,  prohibiting  assignments  of  desert  land  claims.  It  is  most 
oertainly  equitable  and  just,  and  is,  I  think,  founded  in  law  and  good 
practice, as  will  more  fully  a]»pear  from  the  following  facts: 

The  desert  land  act  (19  Stat.,  377,)  was  approved  March  3,  1877. 

On  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  your  office  i.ssued  circular  instruc- 
tions (4  C.  L.  O..  23),  requiring  local  officers,  after  proof  of  the  desert 
character  of  the  land,  the  filing  of  the  proper  declaration,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  to  issue  a  certificate  to  the  declarant, 
stating,  among  other  things,  that  if  withiu  three  years  therefrom  said 
declarant,  "or  his  assignee  or  legi^l  representatives,"  should  reclaim  the 
land  as  required  by  the  act.  and  pay  an  additional  sum  of  money,  "be 
or  they"  should  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land. 

They  also  provided  that  "At  any  time  within  three  years  after  the 
date  of  filing  the  declaration  and  ihe  \&»i\e  of  iiQrti^(^Rtey  the  proper  party 
may  make  satisfactory  proof  of  having  conducted  water  ujion  the  land 
applied  for."  Thus,  within  a  few  days  after  the  passage  of  the  desert 
land  act,  your  office  recognized  the  right  of  assignment  under  said  act, 
and  b}^  formal  announcement  made  provision  for  those  cases  in  which 
it  should  be  found  that  assignment  had  been  made. 

The  practice  thus  initiated  stood  without  interruption  until  April  15, 
1880,  the  date  of  the  decision  by  the  Department  in  the  Downey  case 
(supra). 

An  examination  of  the  act  itself  developes  nothing  which  in  terms 
either  authorizes  or  prohibits  assignments. 
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Altboa^h  it  is  silent  on  this  question,  I  think  a  reasonable  construc- 
tion of  the  act  as  a  whole,  its  purpose  and  intent  being  considered,  war- 
rants the  rule  against  assignment ;  but  being  a  matter  of  construction, 
or  more  correctly  speaking  of  administrative  policy,  and  a  question 
which  has  been  involved  in  some  doubt,  as  would  appear  from  the  fact 
that  the  rule  has  been  changed,  the  regulation  of  your  office  which  rec- 
ognized the  light  of  assignment  had,  until  revoked  oroverruh'd,  the 
force  and  effect  of  law,  so  that  rights  acquired  and  valid  thereunder 
should  be  protected.  Minor  i\  Marriott,  (2  L.  D.,  709);  llobb's  Lessee 
V.  Irwin  (15  Ohio,  703);  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Co.  v.  Debolt  (16th  How., 
432);  Gelpcke  f.  City  of  Dubuque  (1  Wall.,  206).  It  was  so  revoked 
and  a  different  rule,  growing  out  of  a  change  of  interpretation,  was 
established  April  15,  1880.  Prior  to  that  time  the  assignees  had  not 
only  been  recognized,  but,  by  the  regulations  and  blank  forms  issued 
by  your  office  thereunder,  had,  in  effect,  been  invited  to  become  such. 
Assignments  of  desert  land  claims  to  any  one  assignee,  embracing  in 
the  aggregate  no  more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  regularly  made 
prior  to  that  date,  should  therefore  be  recognized,  and  the  proof  of  as- 
signees, when  satisfactory  in  other  respects,  should  be  accepted  to  the 
extent  indicated,  patent  to  issue  in  the  name  of  the  original  entryman. 

As  stated  in  the  opening  recital  of  the  facts  in  this  case,  ai>pellant 
came  into  possession  of  the  lands  in  question  by  assignment  duly  made 
in  1878.  The  certificate  of  original  entry,  given  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, on  the  back  of  which  the  assignment  in  each  case  was  made, 
contains  a  clause  providing  for  the  recognition  of  an  assignee.  The 
cases  presented  by  this  appeal,  falling  within  the  exception  to  the  rule 
now  in  force  prohibiting  assignuients,  .your  office  decision  is  reversed. 

As  the  question  of  validity  of  assignment  is  the  only  one  before  me 
on  appeal,  I  do  not  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  proof  submitted,  but  leave  that  for  adjudication  by  your  office  iu 
doe  course  of  business.  It  was  accepted  by  the  local  officers,  who  issued 
final  certificate  and  took  appellant's  money  nearly  five  and  a  half  years 
ago. 

PBA  C  TICK-  A  PPEA  L—NO  TICE. 

AUGUST   BeBGEB. 

Notice  of  appeal  and  specitication  of  errors  must  be  served  upon  the  oppoRite  party, 
and  in  the  absence  of  such  service  the  appeal  will  be  dismissed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  tSparlSj  September  25,  1886. 

On  Jane  8,  1885,  your  office  held  the  timber  culture  entry  of  August 
Berber,  for  the  NW.  i  of  NE.  i  of  Sec.  20,  T.  103  N.,  K.  25  W.,  Worth- 
ington,  Minnesota,  for  cancellation,  on  the  ground  that  said  tract  had 
passed  to  the  State  under  the  swarap  grant. 
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From  this  action  of  yoar  office  Berger  appealed,  but  as  uotice  of  appeal 
and  specification  of  errors  was  not  served  on  the  State  as  reqaired  by 
Bale  93  of  Practice,  you  held  the  appeal  defective,  and  acting  under 
Bule  82  allowed  the  entryman  fifteen  days  within  which  to  cure  the  de- 
fect. On  report  from  the  local  office  that  Berger  had  failed  to  amend 
his  appeal,  after  due  notice  of  such  requirement,  you  transmit  for  my 
action  the  said  appeal  of  Berger  sls  originally  filed  by  him. 

The  appeal  is  fatally  defective  under  Rule  93,  and  is  therefore  dis- 
missed. 


cancellation  ob'  entry— lught  of  trassferre, 
United  States  v,  Oopeland  et  al. 

Ah  the  npecial  agents'  report,  on  which  the  order  of  cancellation  was  based,  disclosed 
a  transfer  of  the  laud  after  the  issuance  of  final  certiticate,  such  transferee  should 
have  been  notified  of  said  order. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  September  25,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Florence  L.  Cope- 
land  and  John  Waldock,  transferee,  involving  Osage  cash  entry  No» 
1007  of  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  J,  the  NB.  J  of  the  SW.  J,  and  the  SB.  i  of 
the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  28,  T.  27  S.,  R.  12  W.,  made  March  31,  1883,  at  the 
Lamed  land  office.  State  of  Kansas. 

On  August  31,  li*83,  your  office  canceled  said  entry  upon  the  report 
of  a  special  agent  of  your  office,  and  allowed  the  claimant  sixty  days 
within  which  to  show  cause  why  said  entry  should  be  re-instated.  No 
application  for  re  instatement  of  said  entry  was  filed  by  Miss  Copelaud. 

On  November  21,  1884,  the  district  land  officers  rejected  the  pre- 
emption declaratory^  statement  of  Eansom  S.  Bowers  for  said  tracts, 
and  on  appeal  your  office,  on  January  3,  1885,  held  that  as  Miss  Cope- 
land  has  failed  to  show  cause  why  her  said  entry  should  be  re-instated, 
although  duly  notified  of  the  decision  of  your  office  canceling  the  same, 
the  land  in  question  became  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  legal  appli- 
cant, and  the  lofal  land  officers  were  directed  to  receive  Bowers's  filing 
as  of  the  date  when  presented. 

On  June  30,  1885,  your  office  returned  the  application  for  a  writ  of 
certiorari,  and  an  appeal  from  said  decision  of  June  2d,  filed  by  the  at- 
torneys of  said  Waldock,  upon  the  ground  that  the  a])pellant  was  not 
a  proper  party  in  the  case,  and  had  no  standing  in  his  own  right. 

On  July  20,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  31),  this  Department  considered  the  appli- 
cation for  certification  and  the  affidavits  submitted  in  support  thereof 
by  the  attorneys  of  said  Waldock,  and  directed  your  office  to  certify  to 
the  Department  all  of  the  i)apers  in  said  case,  and  to  suspend  all  action 
relative  to  thfe  filing  of  said  Bowers,  or  the  allowance  of  proof  by  him, 
and  in  the  event  that  he  has  been  allowed  to  make  entry  of  said  land, 
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the  same  should  be  suspeuded  until  further  advised  by  this  Depart- 
ment. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  said  special  agent  that  Miss  Oopeland 
admitted  under  oath  that  she  never  complied  with  the  requiremi»nts 
of  the  law  as  to  residence  and  settlement;  that  she  entered  said  tract 
under  a  contract  with  said  Waldock,  and  had  conveyed  said  land  to  him 
by  warranty  deed,  dated  April  7, 1883,  and  that  she  and  the  witnesses 
to  the  final  proof  were  not  sworn  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  before  whom 
the  proof  was  made. 

Waldock  has  tiled  several  affidavits  denying  the  truth  of  these  alle- 
gations, and  insists  that  he  can  show  that  the  entrynian  has  complied 
with  the  law  in  good  faith,  and  that  Miss  Copeland  has  been  induced  to 
make  the  said  admissions  by  malicious  ])ersons,  to  deprive  the  trans- 
feree of  said  land,  upon  which  he  has  placed  valuable  improvements. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  said  entry  should  not  have  been  canceled 
upon  said  agent's  report.  The  Le  Cocq  cases  (2  L.  D.  784) ;  George  T. 
Burns  (4:  L.  D.,  62);  William  Johnson  (ibid.,  397). 

There  can  be  no  tjuestion  that  under  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  and  the  rulings  of  this  Department,  when 
the  entryman  has  fully  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
received  the  certificates  of  entry,  he  can  dispose  of  the  land  covered  by 
his  entry.  Myers  v.  Oroft  (13  Wall.,  291) ;  C.  P.  Cogswell  (3  L.  D.,  23). 
And  when  the  entryman  has  sold  the  land  covered  by  his  entry  and 
the  entry  is  attacked  for  fraud  or  illegality,  the  entryman  and  his  trans- 
feree  are  entitled  to  a  hearing  before  the  proper  tribunal  to  defend,  and 
the  bnrden  of  pfoof  is  upon  the  party  attacking  the  entry.  John  O. 
Featherspil  (4  L.  D.,  670)  j  Henry  C.  Putnam  (5  L.  D.,  22). 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  special  agent's  report  discloses  the  fact  that 
Miss  Copeland  had  sold  and  conveyed  her  interest  in  said  land,  and  the 
deed  for  the  same  was  of  record  and  constructive  notice  to  everybody. 
Waldock  was  entitled  to  notice  of  the  decision  canceling  said  entry. 
The  statements  of  witnesses,  who,  after  having  disposed  of  the  land 
covered  by  their  entries,  deny  the  truth  of  their  former  sworn  state- 
ments are  not  entitled  to  much  weight,  and  shouhl  be  carefully  consid- 
ered. The  affidavits  presented  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  warrant  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  allegations  contained  therein,  and  you  will  accord- 
ingly direct  the  local  land  officers  to  order  a  hearing,  under  the  rules  of 
practice,  to  determine  the  validity  of  said  entry  and  the  good  faith  of 
all  parties  in  interest.  It  is  suggested  that  a  special  agent  of  your 
office  be  present,  if  practicable,  to  represent  the  United  States.  Bow- 
ers's  filing  and  proof  will  remain  suspended  to  await  the  result  ot  the 
investigation.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  testimony  and  the  opinion  of 
the  district  land  officers  thereon,  you  will  re-adjudicate  the  case. 
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ADJOINING  FARM  ENTRY— ACT  OF  MAY  14,  I8d0. 

Hall  r.  Dearth. 

The  right  to  lunke  an  adjoining  farm  entry  is  not  enlarged  or  modified  by  Ht'ction  3 

of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880. 
The  general  requirenients  of  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence  are  nut  waived  by  the 

provisions  of  said  section,  though  credit  is  given  therein  for  residence  prior  to 

entry. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparl's^  September  27,  18S6. 

I  have  coii8i«lere<l  tbe  appeal  of  M.  W.  Hall  from  your  office  decision 
of  February  23,  LS84,  rejectiug  his  application  to  make  adjoining  farm 
entry  of  lots  1  and  2  of  Sec.  12,  T.  1  S.,  R.  2  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco, 
California. 

It  appears  tbat  Jacob  Dearth  made  soldier's  additional  homestead 
entry  for  the  tract  July  30,  1878,  on  which  final  certificate,  Ko.  1846, 
issued. 

June  27, 1.S83,  Hall,  the  appellant,  made  his  a))plication  to  enter  the 

m 

tract  as  an  a<1joining  farm  homestead.  Accompanying  his  application 
was  his  sworn  statement  that  he  owned  and  resided  upon  an  original 
farm,  containing  102.96  acres,  which  comprised  a  part  of  the  San  Ramon 
rancho,  and  that  he  had  resided  upon  said  original  farm  since  July,  1871, 
and  had  used  the  land  applied  for  in  connection  therewith.  His  appli- 
cation was  refused  by  the  local  office,  for  the  reason  tbat  the  tract  cov- 
ered thereby  had  been  finally  entered  by  Dearth  as  an  additional  home- 
stead. On  a])peal  from  that  decision.  Hall  claimed  that  be  was  protected 
by  section  3  of  tbe  act  of  May  14, 1880,  and  had  the  superior  right  to  the 
tract  b}'  virtue  of  bis  settlement  in  1871.  The  settlement  claimed  was 
the  cultivation  of  tbe  tract  while  he  resided  on  bis  original  farm. 

Your  office,  in  accordance  with  its  previous  practice,  ruled  that  the 
right  of  a  claimant  to  an  adjoining  farm  does  not  relate  back  to  the 
date  of  settlement  on  tbe  original  farm,  under  the  act  of  May  14,  1880i 
and  therefore  approved  the  rejection  of  Hall's  claim.  1  concur  in  that 
ruling. 

The  last  clause  of  section  2289  of  the  Revised  Statutes  relating  to 
homestead  rights  provides  that — 

^<  Every  person  owning  and  residing  on  land  may,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section,  enter  other  land  lying  contiguous  to  his  land,  which 
shall  not,  with  tbe  land  so  already  owned  and  occupied,  exceed  in  the 
A^gf^RHte  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres." 

Under  this  provision  appellant  would  probably  have  had  a  good  claim 
had  tbe  land  applied  for  not  been  covered  by  an  entry  at  the  date  of 
his  npplication. 

I  do  not  regard  the  act  of  May,  1880,  as  at  all  applicable  to  adjoining 
farm  entries  or  claims.     Section  three  of  that  act  provides  that — 

'*  Any  settler  who  has  settled,  or  who  shall  hereafter  settle,  on  any 
of  tbe  public  lands  of  tbe  United  StatCi^,  whether  surveyed  or  unsur- 
veyed,  with  tbe  intention  of  claiming  the  same  under  the  homestead 
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laws,  shall  be  allowed  the  same  time  to  file  hi8  homestea<l  a[)p1icatioQ 
and  perfect  his  original  entry  in  the  United  States  land  office  hs  is  now 
allowed  to  settlers  under  the  pre-emption  laws  to  put  their  claims  on 
record,  and  his  ri^jht  shall  relate  back  to  the  date  of  settlement  the 
same  as  if  he  settleil  under  the  pre  emption  laws." 

The  manifest  juirpose  of  Congress  in  enacting  the  law  last  above 
quoted  was  to  ])rotect  settlers  who  had  gone  upon  public  land  with  the 
intention  of  establishing  a  home  thereon,  and  who  in  pursuance  of  that 
object  had  established  a  residence  and  made  valuable  improvements, 
but  who,  because  the  land  had  not  been  surveyed,  or  for  any  other 
reason,  had  been  prevented  from  making  homestead  entry  prior  to  such 
settlement. 

The  general  homestead  law  requires  of  an  applicant  seeking  to  enter 
thereunder  that  he  make  affidavit  that  his  entry  is  made  for  the  purpose 
of  actual  settlement  and  cultivation ;  and  when  he  comes  to  make  final 
proof  he  must  show  a  residence  of  five  years,  except  when  credit  is  given 
for  military  service. 

It  is  not  in  my  judgment  intended  by  the  act  of  May,  1880,  to  waive 
any  of  the  requirements  of  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence,  but  only 
to  give  credit  for  residence  prior  to  entry.  Ai)pellant's  residence  was 
not  uiK>u  the  tract  in  question,  but  was  upon  an  adjoining  tract,  which 
be  owned.  His  allegation  that  although  living  upon  his  original  farm 
be,  by  virtue  of  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  tract  in  dispute 
prior  to  his  application  to  enter  the  same,  acquired  a  preferred  right 
thereto  as  a  homestead  settler,  is  therefore  without  foundation  in  the 
law  invoked. 

His  claim  must  consequently  rest  upon  the  provision  of  law  contained 
in  Section  2289  of  the  Revised  {Statutes  already  quoted,  and  unless  sus- 
tained thereby  must  fall.  But  that  provision  has  reference  to  unap- 
propriated public  lands,  while  the  facts  show  that  this  tract  had  been 
entered  and  final  certificate  had  issued  before  Hall  offered  his  applica- 
tion to  enter. 

Your  office  decision  rejecting  said  application  is  affirmed. 


TIMBER  COLTURE—ONE  ENTRY  IN  A  SECTION. 

TURI  O.   SiMLE. 

Thnagb  two  timber  cnltiire  entries  cannot  be  made  io  the  same  section  the  second 
entry  herein  is  held  intact,  it  having  been  made  subsequent  to  the  allowance  of 
a  cash  entry  covering  the  land  included  within  the  timber  cnlture  entry  first  of 
record. 

iHecretary  Lamar  to  Commisfiioner  Sparks,  Septe)nher  2,1,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Turi  O.  Simle  from  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  April  21,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber 
culture  entry,  No.  4442,  of  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  151  N.,  K. 
58  W.,  made  October  14, 1884,  at  the  Grand  Forks  land  office,  Dakota 
Territory. 
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Said  entry  waa  Leld  for  caDcellatiou  because  of  the  prior  timber  cul- 
ture entry  No.  3421  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  Sec.  12,  made  January  17, 
1884,  at  the  same  office,  by  Thomas  Ulven. 

The  record  shows  that  Mary  Hanson  filed  her  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  No.  7554  for  the  NW.  J  of  said  section  on  January  30,  1884, 
alleging  settlement  thereon  November  22,  1883.  On  August  11,  1884, 
after  due  notice,  in  which  said  Ulven  was  specially  cited  to  show  cause 
why  her  entry  should  not  be  allowed.  Miss  Hanson  offered  her  final 
proof  and  payment,  which  was  accepted  by  the  district  land  officers, 
and  cash  certificate  10,462  was  issued  for  said  tract. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  appellant  that  the  settlement  and  filing  of  Miss 
Hanson,  having  been  made  prior  to  the  entry  of  (Jlven,  and  her  final 
proof  and  payment  having  been  received  and  cash  entry  allowe<l,  prior 
to  theentry  of  Simle,  the  entry  of  Ulven  was  in  effect  canceled,  and  there 
was  no  obstacle  to  the  allowance  of  Simle's  entry. 

It  is  quite  evident  tbat  a  timber  culture  entry  segregates  the  land 
covered  thereby  so  long  as  it  remains  uncanceled,  and  that  two  timber- 
culture  entries  cannot  be  allowed  of  record  at  the  same  time  within  the 
same  section.    (20  Stat.,  113). 

It  is  clear  that  Ulven's  entry  was  made  subject  to  the  right  of  Miss 
Hanson,  and  if  she  failed  to  make  tinal  proof  within  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  the  timber  culture  entryman  would  be  permitted  to  show  com- 
pliance with  the  law.     Lunuey  v.  Darnell  (2  L.  D.,  593). 

But  Ulven  failed  to  respond  when  cited  by  Miss  Hanson,  upon  making 
her  final  proof,  and  the  cash  entry  was  allowed  prior  to  the  timber  cult- 
ure entry  of  Simle.  If  Miss  Hanson's  entry  is  confirmed,  then  it  is 
quite  sure  that  Ulven's  entry  must  be  canceled,  and  in  that  event  there 
does  not  seem  so  be  any  good  reason  why  Simle's  entry  should  not  re- 
main intact. .  See  Kichard  Griffiths  (2  L.  D.,  256) ;  Shurtleft'  v.  Kelley 
et  al.  (4  L.  D.,  448). 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  modified,  and  you  will  cause 
the  entry  papers  of  Miss  Hanson  to  be  examined  in  due  course  of  busi- 
ness, and,  if  there  is  no  valid  objection  to  the  same,  her  entry  will  be  ap- 
proved. Ulven's  said  entry  will  be  canceled  and  Simle's  said  entry  will 
remain  intact. 


.bearing  on  special  agents'  report-^hes  judicata, 

Egbert  Hall  et  al. 

The  isBtionce  of  final  certificate  ou  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oftlce  will  not  preclude  his  successor  from  ordering  a  hearing  as  to  the 
meiiis  of  the  claim  while  it  is  yet  pending  in  his  office. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Covimissioner  i^parkify  September  27,  1 886. 

I  have  before  me  an  application  for  certiorari  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
ceedings had  in  the  pre-emption  entries  of  Hobert  Hall,  Thaddeus  Ellis 
and  Frederick  A.  McFariin,  of  certain  lands  in  sections  11  and  14,  T. 
130  N.,  K.  62  VV.,  Fargo,  Dakota. 
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From  the  application  aud  exhibits  furuished  therewith,  it  appears 
that  these  entries  are  baped  on  filings  made  in  March  and  April  1883. 
That  when  final  proof  was  offered  action  thereon  was  snspei>ded  on 
account  of  an  adverse  rei>oit  of  a  special  agent  to  the  effect  that  the 
pre-emption  claims  were  made  in  the  iiit^rest  of  other  parties,  but  that 
after  some  delay  during  which  time  no  further  evidence  was  secured 
against  the  validity  of  said  claims  your  predecessor  directed  the  local 
office  to  accept  the  final  proof  and  issue  certificates  tbereon,  and  that 
such  action  was  accordingly  had  in  October  18iS4. 

Thereafter  and  while  said  entries  were  pending  in  your  office,  a  sec- 
ond repoit  of  said  sp(>cial  agent  was  submittt'd  to  the  same  effict  as 
before,  whereupon  your  office,  by  letters  of  March  12th  and  15th,  1886, 
held  said  entries  for  cancellation  aud  gave  the  claimants  sixty  days 
within  which  to  show  cause  why  the  entries  should  be  sustained. 

May  22,  1886,  appeals  were  filed  in  said  cases,  but  your  office  by  its 
decision  of  July  14,  1886,  refused  to  allow  the  appeals,  aud  ordered 
heiirings  instead,  grounding  such  action  on  the  departmental  letter  of 
July  6,  1886  (5  L.  D.,  149)  wherein  it  was  said  that  ^^in  all  cases  coming 
to  your  office  hereafter  where  entries  have  been  held  for  cancellation  on 
agents'  reports,  and  the  parties  notified  that  they  will  be  allowed  the 
right  of  appeal,  you  are  directed  to  order  hearings  in  compliance  with 
the  amended  circular,  instead  of  transmitting  the  cases  on  appeal  to 
the  Department."  SSee  circular  of  July  31, 1885  (4  L.  D.,  503),  and 
amendment  thereto  of  May  24,  1886  (ib.,  545). 

This  application  was  then  filed  on  behalf  of  the  entry  men  and  certain 
others  alleging  an  interest  in  the  matters  involved  as  a^signeeij,  it  being 
orged  in  support  thereof  that  (1)  under  Kule  81  of  Practice  the  appel- 
lants were  entitled  to  be  heard  as  such  when  the  appeals  were  filed; 
(2)  that  these  cases  were  not  pro])erly  included  within  the  terms  of  the 
order  of  July  6,  J886;  (3)  that  said  order  of  July  6th  is  retrospective 
and  unjust  in  depriving  parties  of  rights  involved  in  issues  then  pend- 
ing and  ready  lor  final  action ;  and  (4)  it  is  also  urged  that  your  decis- 
ion should  be  reviewed,  as  the  appeal  therefrom  raised  the  point  that 
the  cases  were  res  judicata  by  virtue  of  the  action  of  your  predecessor 
in  directing  the  a  cei  tauce  of  final  proof. 

The  three  points  of  exception  first  alleged  are  fully  met  when  it  is  ob- 
served that  the  appeal  which  was  refused  was  fmm  an  order  to  *'  show 
cause  why  the  entries  should  be  sustained."  In  other  words,  an  op- 
portunity was  thereby  granted  to  have  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
validity  of  said  entries  fully  tested  before  the  proper  tribunal,  and  if 
said -cases  were  properly  pending  in  your  office  for  its  action,  the  order 
for  such  investigation  was  within  your  discretion,  subject  only  to  review 
under  application  for  certiorari.  But  it  is  said  that  the  cases  were 
res  judicata  on  all  issues  raised  by  the  said  reports  of  the  special  agent. 
This  position  however  is  not  well  taken.  The  cases  were  before  your 
office  for  action  on  the  final  proof  which  your  predecessor  had  directed 
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the  local  office  to  receive,  but  pateut  had  uot  yet  issued  on  such  final 
proof,  and  while  thus  under  consideration,  the  jurisdiction  of  your  office 
to  institute  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  claim  was  undoubted,  and  the 
manner  of  its  exercise  deprived  no  one  of  his  rights,  or  opportunity  to 
be  fairly  heard. 
The  application  is  therefore  denied. 


pre-emptios  contest— final  proof 
Bailey  v,  Townsend. 

A  contest  against  a  pre-emption  claim  should  not  be  permitted  before  offer  to  make 

final  proof  therefor. 
Final  proof  should  not  be  Hnbmitted  during  the  pendency  of  a  coot'esti  though  the 

same  was  prematurely  allowed. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Oommissioner  Sparls^  September  27, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  A.  Bailey  v,  Winfield  P.  Town 
send,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your 
office,  dated  June  4,  1885,  rejecting  his  final  proof  for  Lots  3,  4,  and  5, 
and  the  SE.  i  of  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  30  N.,  R.  22  W.,  Valentine 
land  district,  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  on  November  28j  1883,  Bailey  filed  his  soldier's 
homestead  declaratory  statement  for  said  land,  and  on  April  22, 1884^ 
made  homestead  entry  No.  1344  of  the  same. 

On  February  8,  1884,  Townsend  filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  No.  770  for  said  tracts,  alleging  settlement  thereon  October 
31, 1883.  On  May  19,  1884,  Bailey  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  filing,  alleging  that  Townsend  commenced  settlement  and  improve- 
ment upon  said  land  on  or  about  June  1, 1883;  that  he  did  not  make 
said  settlement  in  good  faith,  but  for  the  purpose  of  speculation,  and 
that  he  failed  to  file  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  until  after 
the  expiration  of  three  months  from  his  date  of  settlement,  and  until 
after  the  filing  of  the  soldier's  homestead  declaratory  statement  by  said 
Bailey. 

Notice  issued  charging  Townsend  with  "abandoning  his  pre  emption 
filing  and  failing  to  file  in  time,"  and  July  1st  was  fixed  for  the  hearing 
of  the  case. 

On  May  20, 1884,  Townsend  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  make 
final  proof  before  the  county  judge  of  Brown  County,  in  said  State,  on 
July  2d  ensuing.  Bailey  was  not  specially  cited  in  said  notice,  and  did 
not  appear  at  the  time  said  proof  was  made,  but  filed  his  protest'against 
the  same,  alleging  substantially  the  same  reasons  as  those  contained  in 
his  contest  affidavit.    The  register  made  the  following  indorsement 
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upon  tlie  final  j)roof :  ''Tbis  tract  being  under  contest,  approval  is  with- 
held till  contest  is  decided."  Townsend  did  not  appear  at  said  contest, 
alleging  as  a  reason  that  he  could  not  make  his  finjil  proof  atone  place 
and  attend  the  contest  at  another  place  a  considerable  distance  away. 
At  the  hearing  counsel  for  Townsend  filed  a  plea  denying  that  ho  had 
abandoned  his  pre-emption  filing,  or  failed  to  file  in  time;  and  also 
alleging  that  the  notice  does  not  show  Ihat  contestant  is  an  adverse 
claimant.  After  the  hearing  had  commenced,  counsel  for  Townsend 
made  a  motion  to  dismiss  said  contest,  which  motion  was  overruled  by 
the  district  land  officers. 

Upon  the  testimony  submitted  the  register  and  receiver  rendered 
their  joint  opinion  that  Townsend  failed  to  file  his  declaratory  state- 
ment within  the  time  required  by  law;  that  the  evidence  fails  to  show 
the  good  faith  of  Townsend,  and  that  his  filing  should  be  canceled. 
On  appeal  your  office,  without  passing  specially  upon  the  alleged  irreg- 
ularities in  the  record,  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  land  officers. 

It  is  clear  that  said  contest  was  com  menced  prematurely.  Bailey  should 
have  waited  until  Townsend  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  his 
final  proof.  Nichols  t?.  Benoit  (2  L.  D.  583);  Percival  r.  Doheney  (4  L. 
D.,  134).  Although  the  contest  was  prematurely  commenced,  yet,  hav- 
ing been  allowed  and  the  day  set  for  hearing,  Townsend  should  not 
have  been  permitted  to  make  his  final  proof  until  said  contest  had  been 
determined.     Stroud  v.  De  Wolf  (4  L.  D.,  394). 

The  published  notice  failed  to  cite  Townsend  to  appear,  and  the  notice 
of  contest  failed  to  charge  any  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  Townsend. 
Townsend  was  only  called  upon  to  answer  the  charge  of  abandonment 
and  a  failure  to  file  in  time,  and  his  counsel  strenuously  objected  to  the 
evidence  outside  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  contest  notice.  It  has 
been  held  by  this  Department  that  the  evidence  must  follow  the  charges 
as  laid  in  the  notice.  Shinnes  v.  Bates  (4  L.  D.,  424).  Townsend  offered 
affidavits  tending  to  show  that  he  sent  his  declaratory  statement  to  the 
local  land  office  and  the  same  was  received  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the 
three  mouths  from  the  date  of  his  alleged  settlement. 

While  these  affidavits  could  not  properly  be  considered  by  the  local 
land  officers  as  evidence,  yet,  in  view  of  the  many  irregularities  and 
errors  as  shown  in  the  record,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  final  proof 
of  Townsend  should  be  rejected,  the  contest  of  Bailey  should  be  dis- 
missed without  prejudice,  and  Townsend  should  be  permitted  to  make 
new  proof  after  giving  due  notice,  citing  Bailey  specially.  (See  instruc- 
tions, November  25,  1884,  3  L.  D.,  196.) 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accjrdingly. 
2278  DEC 12 
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final  proof— cross-examination  of  witnesses. 

Circular. 
Commissionet'  J^arls  to  registers  and  receivers,  September  23, 188(>. 

Your  attentiou  is  called  to  tbe  circular  of  December  15, 1885  (4  L.  D., 
297),  regardiug  crossexainiuation  of  claiiiiaiits  and  wituessen  iu  fiual 
proofs.  Claiuiauts  and  witnesses  inast  be  cross  examiued  in  all  cases 
of  fiual  proof;  and  you  are  iustructed  to  reject  all  proois  not  accom- 
pauied  with  tbe  required  cross-examiuatiou. 

The  paper  contaiuiug  the  record  of  the  cross-examiuatiou  for  trans- 
missiou  to  this  office  must  show  that  the  statements  thereiu  have  been 
sworu  to  and  subscribed  by  the  witnesses,  by  their  signatures  appearing 
thereon,  and  the  jurats  of  the  officers  administering  the  oaths,  the  same 
as  in  the  formal  proofs  made  on  the  regular  printe<l  blanks. 

Approved : 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 


bounty  land  warrants. 
Circular. 

Wa^hingtorij  D.  C,  September  24,  188G. 
To  whom  it  may  concern  : 

The  practice  of  examining  and  certifying  military  bounty  land  war- 
rants, in  advance  of  offer  to  locate,  as*free  from  objections  on  the  records, 
and  the  assignments  thereof  as  sufficient  iu  form,  is  hereby  discontinued. 
There  is  no  such  duty  imposed  on  the  Commissioner  by  law,  but  it  is 
a  matter  entirely  within  his  discretion,  (Secretary  Thompson's  decision 
of  August  9,  1858,  Lester,  vol.  I,  p.  619),  and  he  finds  that  time  cannot 
be  spared  from  imperative  duties  for  this  gratuitous  business.  In 
future,  he  will  pass  upon  the  status  of  bounty  land  warrants,  and  the 
assignments  thereof,  as  he  does  upon  other  official  matters,  not  in 
advance,  but  when  they  come  regularly  before  him  for  action,  in  dispos* 
ing  of  warrant  locations  reported  by  the  district  land  officers,  or  appeals 
by  interested  parties  from  decisions  of  the  same  officers,  refusing  to  per- 
mit locations. 

Warrants  now  on  tile,  or  any  that  may  hereafter  be  filed,  for  certifica- 
tion, will  be  returned  to  the  parties  forwarding  them,  with  information 
of  the  foregoing  action. 

WM.  A.  J.  SPARKS, 

Commissioner^ 

Approved: 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary, 
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commuted  homestead  entry— residence. 
William  M.  Penrose. 

To  acquire  residence  under  the  homeHtead  law  the  former  residence  mast  be  aban- 
doned, and  snch  change  can  be  effected  only  by  the  concurrent  act  and  intention 
of  the  settler. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Cofmnissumer  Sparks^  September  28, 1886. 

Ou  August  27,  188.3,  William  A.  Penrose  made  homestead  entry  for 
the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  4,  T.  117  K,  R.  68  W.,  Huron,  Dakota,  and  on  June 
10, 1884,  commuted  the  same  to  cash  entry.  Hie  proof  shows  that  for 
many  years  prior  to  making  entry  he  resided  in  Illinois ;  that  his  family 
consists  of  his  wife  and  two  children ;  that  he  left  his  family  in  Illinois — 
his  wife  being  employed  in  '^keeping  boarders'' — went  to  Dakota,  made 
entry,  built  a  house  eight  by  twelve  feet,  dug  a  well,  and  broke  eight  acres 
of  laud ;  that  he  "resided"  on  the  tract  from  March  12, 1883,  to  Septem« 
ber  13th  following;  that  he  then  returned  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
during  the  winter;  that  he  again  went  to  Dakota  in  March,  1884,  visi- 
ted the  laud  for  a  short  time,  soweil  five  acres  in  oats,  went  away  and 
returned  in  June,  when  he  made  final  proof  and  paid  for  th^  land.  As 
shown  by  supplemental  affidavits  required  by  your  office,  he  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  where  he  is  now  living  with  his  family,  and  professes 
no  intention  of  returning  to  his  claim.  He  alleges  that  poverty  pre- 
vented him  from  bringing  his  family  to  the  land,  and  contends  that  his 
"residence"  as  above  described  was  a  full  compliance  with  the  law  in 
that  particular.  Your  office  held  for  cancellation  his  cash  entry,  and 
allowed  the  homestead  entry  to  stand  subject  to  proof  of  compliance 
with  law.  On  a  careful  examination  of  the  case  I  am  satisfied  that  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  his  poverty  did  not  prevent  his  compliance  with  the 
law.  That  defense  is  inconsistent  with  the  facts  in  the  case.  His  claim 
that  he  has  complied  with  the  law  is  untenable.  To  acquire  residence 
on  a  tract  of  land  under  the  homestead  law  the  former  residence  must 
be  abandoned.  Such  change  can  be  effected  only  when  the  act  of  the 
settler  and  his  intention  to  make  such  change  unite.  In  the  present 
case  the  alleged  residence  of  claimant  is  wanting  in  both  essential 
particulars.  His  residence  was  never  changed  from  Illinois  and  I  find 
as  a  fact  that  be  never  had  an  intention  of  changing  it.  The  fact  that 
his  family  remained  during  all  this  time  at  their  home  in  Illinois  is  con- 
clusive of  that  question,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case.  Finally 
I  am  of  opinion  that  claimant  has  attempted  to  acquire  title  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands,  without  compliance  with  law.  His  entries 
will  therefore  be  canceled.    Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 
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HOMESTEA /)—  TO  WNSITE  SE I TL EMENT, 

Matthiessen  &  Ward  v.  Williams.    (Ou  Review.) 

An  iuformal  townsire  settlement  prior  to  survey,  and  8nb8e(|ueutly  abaodonetl,  does 

not  n^serve  the  land  from  houifstead  eutrv. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  li8,  1886. 

On  the  17tb  of  July,  1884,  my  iuuuediate  predecessor  rendered  a 
decision  affirming  that  of  your  office,  date*!  February  1st  preceding,  in 
the  case  of  PVanz  U.  Matthiessen  and  Lebbeus  B.  Ward  v.  Joseph  T. 
Williams,  in  solving  the  NB.  i  of  NW.  J,  NW.J  of  NE.i,and  S.  J  of  NE.  J, 
Sec.  33,  T.  8  N.,  R.  50  E.,  Eureka,  Nevada.  (10  G.  L.  O.,  350,  and  3  L. 
D.,  282).  This  case  relates  to  the  contest  of  Williams's  homestead  en- 
tr3'  No.  69  of  the  land  above  described;  and  the  material  facts  therein 
so  far  as  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  review  are  as  follows :  Will- 
iams made  his  homestead  entry  December  2,  1875,  and  submitted  his 
final  proof  October  24,  1882,  at  which  last  date  contest  was  initiated 
against  him  by  one  Richard  Gluyas.  as  attorney  iu  fact  for  Matthiessea 
and  Ward,  who  claimed  certain  rights  and  interests  in  the  property  in 
controversy,  more  particularly  described  hereafter.  Four  giounds  were 
set  up  as  reasons  why  the  entry  of  Williams  should  be  canceled. 

First,  That  Williams  had,  contrary  to  law,  convened,  or  agreed  to 
convey  a  portion  of  the  land  to  one  M.  M.  Donahue. 

Second,  That  he  had  conveyed,  or  agreed  to  convey,  a  portion  of  said 
land  to  one  Lafayette  Joslyn. 

Third,  That  the  land  was  not,  on  December  2,  1875,  when  Williams 
made  his  entry,  subject  to  such  entry,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  on  that 
day  the  laud  was  within  the  limits  of  and  formed  the  site  of  a  town. 

Fourth,  That  said  land  was,  on  December  2,  1875,  actually  settled 
and  occupied  for  the  puposes  of  trade  and  business,  and  therefore  not 
subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  law. 

These  contestants  and  Josl^- n  also  had  previously  applied  to  purchase 
the  land  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 

Hearing  was  had,  testimony  taken,  and  the  judgment  of  the  local 
office,  of  your  office,  and  also  of  this  Department  was  adverse  to  the 
contestants  upon  all  the  points  raised  in  the  contest,  the  said  applica- 
tions to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  were  likewise  denied, 
and  the  land  was  awarded  to  Williams  under  his  homestead  entry  by 
my  predecessor's  said  decision  of  July  17,  1884. 

A  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  having  been  filed  by  the 
contestants,  my  predecessor,  on  December  6,  1884,  rendered  a  decision 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"I  have  before  me  a  motion  for  the  review  of  my  decision  in  the  case 
of  Matthiessen  and  Ward  v.  Williams,  and  for  a  rehearing  ou  allega- 
tions of  fraud  in  respect  of  Williams's  entry. 

"The  motion  for  review  I  for  the  present  do  not  discuss.  The  motion 
for  rehearing  is  based  on  alleged  newly  discovered  evidence,  which  con- 
testee  contends  is  not  newly  discovered  and  hence,  not  ground  for  a  re- 
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bearin|iC'  lu  the  view  I  take  of  tbe  case  it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not 
said  evidence  is  newly  discovered.  The  issue  is  not  on  the  superior  rig^ht 
of  the  parties  to  the  land,  but  solely  on  Williams's  alleged  fraudulent 
attempt  to  acquire  it ;  the  question  is  between  him  and  the  Government, 
and  at  whatever  time  a  prima  facie  case  of  fraud  is  presented  the  Land 
Department  is  in  duty  bound  to  consider  it. 

<^  In  this  case  I  am  of  o|)inion  that  a  hearing  should  be  had  for  the 
purpose  of  fully  inquiring;  into  all  the  qnestions  raised  by  the  record 
relative  to  the  tract  of  land  involved,  and  you  will  so  order." 

A  subsequent  order  of  the  Secretary  to  your  office,  dated  February  5, 
1885,  is  as  follows: 

'•In  the  matter  of  the  contest  of  Messrs.  Matthiessen  and  Ward  v. 

Joseph  T.  Williams a  question  having  arisen  as  to  two  points,  I 

hereby  add  to  said  order  the  following  pangraph  explanatory  of  theln. 

"As  said  hearing  is  required  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  further  en- 
lightening this  Department  on  the  issues  raised,  and  is  to  be  held 
pending  a  motion  for  review  already  made,  you  are  advised  that  no 
further  decision  by  your  office  or  the  local  office  is  contemplated  and 
that  the  new  evidence,  together  with  the  former  record,  is  to  be  for- 
warded promptlj^  through  your  office  to  this  Department.  Depositions 
which  have  heretofore  been  regularly  put  in  evidence  are  of  course  not 
required  to  be  re-offered,  and  ex  parte  affidavits  which  have  been  filed 
in  the  case  will  not  be  considered,  unless  the  fa-cts  therein  alleged  are 
regularly  put  in  evidence.'' 

Pursaant  to  these  orders  a  rehearing  was  had,  and  a  great  amount  of 
testimony  taken,  all  of  which  has  been  carefully  considered  in  con* 
nectiou  with  the  motion  for  review  in  the  case. 

The  material  charges  upon  which  this  rehearing  was  ordered  and 
upon  which  testimony  was  taken  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  in 
the  original  contest.  And  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
record,  I  think  it  apparent  that  the  material  facts  in  the  case  remain 
the  same. 

Much  testimony  was  introduced  at  the  rehearing  going  to  show  that 
Williams  was  not  one  of  the  first  settlers  on  this  land,  that  he  hatl 
nothing  to  do  with  the  selection  of  the  "  Townsite  of  Lower  Hot  Oreek,'^ 
and  that  he  never  invited  settlers  to  occupy  lands  in  that  valley,  as 
stated  in  the  decision  C'Om  plained  of.  But  in  the  view  I  take  of  this 
case  it  makes  no  substantial  difference  whether  he  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal settlers  on  this  land  in  1866,  as  is  claimed  on  his  behalf,  or  whether, 
as  is  admitted  by  the  contestants,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  main 
part  of  the  land  in  controversy  by  purchase  of  the  possessory  right  to 
the  same  abimt  the  year  1870,  some  five  years  prior  to  the  survey  of 
the  township.  It  is  certain  that  his  home  has  been  in  some  part  of  the 
Hot  Creek  cailon  since  the  year  1S66,  and  that  he  has  had  various  and 
considerable  business  interests  there  all  that  tihie.  It  is  shown  that  in 
the  year  1866  certain  persons  went  into  the  Hot  Creek  valley  and, 
flushed  with  the  belief  that  vast  mineral  resources  there  existed,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  building  a  town.  To  this  end  a  site  of  about  two 
acres  was  selected  and  divided  up  into  lots,  which  were  given  to  those 
who  would  build  thereon.     Business  such  as  is  found  in  a  mining  town 
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was  carried  on  to  some  extent,  two  saloons  were  opened,  a  post-office 
was  established,  a  hotel  and  some  boarding  houses  were  put  into  opera- 
tion, and  the  "  Lower  town  of  Hot  Creek"  began  its  existence.  But  the 
mining  excitement  was  of  short  duration,  business  of  most  kinds  soon 
ceased,  the  miners  removed  to  other  and  more  profitable  regions  until 
at  last  no  semblance  of  the  town  remained. 

Much  testimony  has  been  introduced  touching  the  number  of  inhab- 
itants of  this  "town"  in  December,  1875,  when  Williams  made  his 
homestead  entry.  But  the  weight  of  it  when  considered  in  connection 
with  that  submitted  on  the  original  hearing  in  the  case  only  tends  to 
confirm  the  opinion  formerly  arrived  at.  It  may  be  true  that  this  so- 
called  tx)wn  then  contained  some  ten  or  twelve  people  or  possibly  a  few 
more.  But  what  of  itf  It  is  not  believed  that  the  majority  of  them 
were  more  than  transient  miners.  It  is  quite  evident  to  my  mind  that 
if  the  so-called  town  of  Hot  Creek  ever  advanced  beyond  the  dignity  of 
a  mining  camp,  it  lost  all  appearance  of  a  town  very  soon  thereafter. 
Joslyn  remained  there  until  1880.  His  staying  there  is  probably  ac- 
counted for  by  reason  of  this  place  being  on  a  stage  route  and  thus  a 
convenient  stopping  place  for  travelers  in  that  country.  His  ^^  trade 
and  business"  consisted  in  retailing  whisky,  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cards. 
It  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  this  ^'  town"  was  never  incorporated, 
and  that  no  claim  under  the  towusite  laws  was  ever  made  or  filed  in 
the  local  office  by  any  of  its  inhabitants.  Since  1880  there  have  been 
but  two  persons  there,  viz :  Gluyas,  who  came  in  1879,  and  a  China- 
man. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  small  tract  of  land  was  selected  as  the  site  of  a 
prospective  town  in  1806,  nine  years  before  the  public  surveys  were 
made,  did  not  forever  withdraw  it  from  entry  under  the  pre-emption 
and  homestead  laws.  I^either  was  ^*the  trade  and  business"  which  was 
carried  on  jthere  such  as  is  contemplated  in  the  statute  as  exempting 
land  used  for  such  purpose  from  pre-emption  and  homestead  entry. 
This  selection  having  been  abandoned  and  no  one  haying  disputed  the 
possession  or  ownership  of  Williams  until  about  the  time  he  offered 
final  proof,  1  fail  to  see  any  fraud  upon  his  part  as  charged  against  him. 
I  think  the  best  evidence  that  the  alleged  townsite  had  been  abandoned 
as  such  when  Williams  made  his  entry  is  the  fact  that  not  one  of  the 
people  then  staying  ther<'  ever  laid  claim  to  an^'  part  of  this  land  under 
the  townsite  laws. 

Williams  made  his  entry  as  he  had  a  right  to  do  of  land  that  he  had 
been  residing  upon  long  i)rior  to  tlie  townshix)  surveys,  and  in  making 
it  necessarily  made  it  conform  to  the  subdivisional  lines  of  such  surveys, 
^o  one  who  was  then  occupying  any  part  of  the  land  in  controversy 
remained  to  contest  his  rights  to  it  when  he  offered  his  final  proof,  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  valid  objection  on  this  score  to  the  allowance  of 
his  entry. 

Much  testimony  has  also  been  introduced  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
emption claim  of  one  H.  B.  Camiibell,  which  adjoins  the  land  here  in 
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coDtroversy,  and  apon  which  patent  has  issaed.  Bat  I  am  nuable  to 
see  that  this  cats  any  figur«^  in  the  case  now  under  consideration.  The 
pre-emption  claim  of  Campbell  is  not  now  undergoing  investigation, 
and  all  that  may  he  said  concerning  it  is  foreign  to  tlie  case  before  me. 

With  reference  to  the  remaining  charges  npon  which  the  rehearing 
was  ordered  nothing  new  has  been  developed.  The  facts  as  found  from 
the  testimony  ailduced  at  this  rehearing  are  substantially  the  same  as 
those  found  by  my  predecessor  in  his  said  decision  of  July  17,  1884. 
Such  being  the  case,  [  cannot  conceive  that  any  good  purpose  can  be 
subserved  by  a  further  discussion  of  them.  In  fact,  it  may  be  said  that 
by  far  the  major  part  of  the  vast  amount  of  testimony  taken  at  this 
rehearing  either  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  case,  or  is  merely  cumula- 
tive* of  the  testimony  previously  introduced,  and  treats  of  matters  which 
appear  to  have  been  very  carefully  and  thoroughly  considered  by  my 
predecessor  when  he  rendered  the  decision  herein  complained  of. 

The  motion  for  review  is  accordingly  denied.  It  goes  without  saying 
that  the  recent  application  of  Joslyn  made  June  21st  last  to  purchase 
part  of  this  lan<l  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880, 
which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  renewal  of  his  former  application  made 
October  20,  1882,  is  also  denied. 


he  view  dexied. 
John  0.  Turpen. 

The  motion  filed  herein  for  review  of  the  departmental  decision  of 
July  31,  1886  (5  L.  D.,  25)  was  denied  by  Secretary  Lamar,  September 
28,  1886. 


CONTESTAXT— PREFERENCE  BIGHT  OF  ENTRY, 

Walkee  V.  Mack. 

The  thirty  days  accorded  to  the  successful  contestant  within  which  to  make  entry 

bef^ins  to  run  from  the  receipt  of  notice  of  cancellation. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  September  28,  1886. 

In  the  case  of  Daniel  Mack  v.  A.  T.  Gregory,  involving  the  latter's 
homestead  entry  for  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  28,  T.  4  S.,  R.  24,  W.,  Kirwin, 
Kansas,  the  local  officers,  on  August  29,  1884,  decided  in  favor  of  con- 
testant. No  api)eal  was  taken  anil  the  papers  were  duly  forwarded. 
On  January  7,  1885,  John  Walker  filed  relinquishment  of  (xregory's 

■  

entry,  and  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract.  By  letter  of  April  7th 
following,  your  office  approved  the  finding  of  the  local  officers  on  the 
contest  and  awarded  contestant  the  preference  right  of  entry.  On  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1885,  Mack  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  by  virtue  of 
his  preference  right.  Your  office,  being  advised  of  this  fact,  by  letter 
of  Jane  3,  1885,  held  for  cancellation  the  entry  of  Walker  for  conflict 
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with  that  of  Mack.  From  this  action  Walker  appeals,  alleging  that  the 
entry  having  been  canceled  on  January  7th,  the  presumption  is  that 
the  successful  contestant  was  on  that  day  notified  of  the  cancellation, 
and  that  therefore  his  entry  should  have  been  made  on  or  belore  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1885. 

This  contention  is  set  at  rest  by  the  letter  of  the  register  of  April  13, 
1885,  stating  that  Mack  made  his  entry  ''  within  the  thirty  days  allowed 
to  make  entry  as  the  preferred  claimant."  This  fact  is  not  denied  by 
appellant.  While  it  may  be  true  that  officers  are  presumed  to  perform 
their  duties  promptly,  the  successful  contestant  is  entitled  to  thirty  days 
from  the  receipt  of  notice  in  which  to  exercise  his  preference  right. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTliY— WIDOWS'  RIGHT, 

DiLLivAN  i\  Snyder. 

A  widow  may  make  in  her  own  right  a  liniiii>8t4'a(l  enrry,  though  at  Bitch  time  hold- 
ing laud  covered  by  the  honit^stead  entry  of  her  deceased  husband  upon  which 
tinal  proof  baa  not  been  ma<le. 

Seeretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  September  30,  188G. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lizzie  Dillivau  v.  A.  Snyder  as 
presented  by  the  aiipeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office 
dated  May  14,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  No. 
19,379  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  31,  T.  8  S.,  R.  17  W.,  made  March  ^  1885, 
at  the  Kirwin  Itnd  office,  Kansas. 

The  sole  question  presented  by  the  record  is,  whether  Mrs.  Dillivau 
was  a  qualified  settler  upon  the  land  in  controversy  on  March  3,  1884, 
and  so  remained  up  to  the  date  of  her  application  to  make  homestead 
entry  of  said  tract.  It  is  insisted  by  the  appellant  thnt  Mrs.  Dillivan 
is  not  a  qualified  applicant  under  the  homestead  law,  because  she  was 
holding  land  covered  by  the  homestead  entry  of  her  deceased  husband 
at  the  time  she  claims  settlement  upon  the  lands  in  controversy. 

The  local  land  officers  and  your  office  hold  that,  even  if  the  allega- 
tion be  true,  Mrs.  Dillivan  was  not  disqualified  from  making  a  home- 
stead entry  in  her  own  right,  citing  the  case  of  Adolphine  Hedenskay 
(2  G.  L.  L.,  442).  In  the  case  of  Tauer  v.  Heirs  of  Walter  A.  Mann  (4 
L.  D.,  433)  this  Department  held,  on  March  13, 188(),  that  the  widow  of 
a  deceased  homestead  entrymau  who  has  complied  with  the  law  up  to 
the  date  of  his  death,  is  not  required  to  reside  on  the  land,  but  may 
by  continued  cultivation  thereof,  for  the  remainder  of  the  period,  com. 
plete  the  claim  and  receive  patent  therefi»r. 

Since  Mr«<.  Dillivan  was  not  required  to  reside  upon  the  land  cov- 
ered by  the  homestead  entry  made  by  her  husband  in  his  lifetime,  lam 
of  tbe  opinion  that  she  was  a  qualified  ap])licant  tor  the  land  in  dispute 
and  lias  the  prior  right  thereto.  The  decision  of  your  office  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed. 
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RES  JUDICATA— SUIT  TO  VACATE  PATENT 

Henry  A.  Pratt  et  al. 

By  the  judgment  not  only  of  the  Department,  but  the  courts  also,  the  matters  in- 
volved herein  are  res  judicata;  and  suit  to  set  aside  patents  resting  on  such  cou- 
clnsive  adjiidication  will  not  be  advised. 

OPINION. 

AssiMt'tnt  Attorney- General  Montgomery  to  Secretary  Lamar ^  October  9, 

*1886. 

I  have  examined  the  questions  of  law  and  fact  involved  in  the  appli- 
cation of  Henry  A.  Pratt,  Charles  Bales,  John  Carr  and  Carleton  W. 
Doyle,  asking  for  an  order  vacating  orders  of  cancellation  of  certain 
cash  entries,  for  the  reinstatement  of  said  entries,  and  for  the  issuance 
to  i)etitioners  of  United  States  patents  for  the  lands  covered  thereby ; 
and,  as  the  result  of  such  examination,  I  beg  leave  to  report  as  ioUows, 
to  wit : 

In  view  of  previous  judicial  decisions,  both  State  and  federal,  and 
departmental  rulings,  touching  the  same  land  now  in  controversy,  I 
deem  it  useless  to  consider  the  merits  of  said  application  further  than 
is  necessary  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  correct  application  of  the 
doctrine  of  res  judicata  will  necessaril}*  deprive  the  Department  of  fur- 
ther jurisdiction  in  the  premises. 

The  laud  in  question  is  described  as  section  24,  township  3  south, 
range  2  east,  Mount  Diablo  Meridian,  in  the  land  district  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, State  of  California. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  the  State  of  California  selected  said  sec- 
tion as  lieu  land,  to  go  towards  making  good  her  deficiency  of  16th  and 
36th  sections  of  school  lands,  lost  in  place.  Said  State  afterwards  sold 
said  section  to  one  Socrates  Huff  and  others,  under  whom  the  present 
holders  claim  title.  Subsequently  to  said  selection  by  the  State,  the 
moving  parties  in  the  present  proceedirgs,  to  wit:  Pratt,  Bales,  Carr 
and  Doyle,  each  sought  to  acquire  a  preemi)tion  right  to  one  quarter 
of  said  section.  This  gave  rise  to  a  series  of  lawsuits,  in  which  the 
contending  parties  havt*  had  the  relative  merits  of  their  respective 
claims  finally  adjudicated. 

In  the  case  of  Huff  v.  Doyle  et  a/.,  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  Stales  at  its  October  term,  1866  (93  U.  S.,  558),  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  same  land,  now  "iu  controversy  was  rightfully  certified 
to  the  State  by  the  land  officers,  and  that  the  title  of  plaintiff  (clain)ing 
under  the  State)  is  perfect." 

In  rendering  said  decision,  the  court  decided,  in  effect,  that  the  ad- 
verse claim  then  asserted  (being  the  very  same  that  is  now  asserted)  by 
said  C.  W.  Doyle  was  invalid.  So  that  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  clothed  with  power  to  review  and  reverse  the  decisions  of 
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the  supreme  court,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  by  what  authority  he  can 
give  validity  to  a  pre-emption  filing,  which  under  the  decision  of  said 
court  is  void. 

It  is  true  that  in  an  affidavit  by  one  of  the  learned  counsel,  who  ask 
for  the  re-instatement  of  said  Doyle's  pre-emption  entry,  it  is  alleged  : 

**That  the  su|>reine  court  of  the  United  States  wavS  grossly  imposed 
upon  and  deceived  by  the  stipulations  entered  into  by  and  between  the 
attorne3's  who  pn^sented  the  case,  and  in  consequence  whrreof  the  court 
adjudged  the  claim  of  the  State  and  its  pretended  purchaser  to  be  the 
superior  title." 

Even  if  this  were  clearly  shown  to  be  so,  still  .1  know  of  no  super- 
visory jurisdiction  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  empowering  him  to 
review  and  annul  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  be  the  assertion  of  a  doctrine,  both  startling  and 
strange,  to  maintain  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior — an  executive 
officer  of  the  government — could  in  any  case  interpose  his  authority  to 
shield  a  litigant  against  the  consequences  of  a  judgment  rendered 
against  him  by  the  highest  court  known  to  our  constitution.  But  such 
a  doctrine  would  be  doubly  startling  and  doubly  strange  when  applied 
to  a  case  such  as  this  is  alleged  to  be,  where  the  judguieut  complained 
of  was  procured  by  the  joint  stipulation  of  the  attorneys  representing 
both  sides  of  the  case. 

But  not  only  must  the  Secretary  reverse  a  decision  of  the  supreme 
court,  in  order  to  re-instate  and  validate  said  entries,  but  he  must  go 
farther  and  annul  a  decision  of  his  own  predecessor,  touching  these 
same  entries,  made  nearly  nine  years  ago,  and  ever  since  acted  upon 
and  acquiesced  in,  not  only  by  the  Department,  but  by  the  very  parties 
themselves,  who  are  now  seeking  for  such  annulment. 

On  the  29th  day  of  September,  1877,  Secretary  Schurz  decided  against 
Mr.  G.  W.  Doyle  and  Mr.  Charles  Bales  substantially  the  same  applica- 
tion which  they  are  now  seeking  to  have  decided  in  their  favor.  The 
following  are  the  words  of  that  decision : 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington^  D,  0.,  September  29,  1877. 

Sir:  Referring  to  ray  letter  of  the  28th  of  July  last,  in  relation  to 
the  E.  ^  of  section  24,  township  3  south,  range  2  east,  San  Francisco, 
California,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  considered  the  argument 
submitted  by  the  counsel  for  O.  W.  Doyle  and  Ghas.  Bales,  claimants 
for  said  tract,  urging  the  revocation  of  my  onler  of  June  5th  last,  for 
the  cancellation  of  their  cash  entries.  The  claim  of  the  State  was  orig- 
inally reject<*d  by  your  office  and  this  department  upon  the  ground  that 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  July  23,  1866,  did  not  confirm  the  prior 
selection  of  the  land  made  by  the  State,  and  for  that  reason  the  cash 
entries  of  Doyle  and  Bales  were  allowed,  but  before  patents  issued  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  after  full  consideration  of  the  same 
point  rendered  a  different  decision,  and  adjudged  that  the  tract  in  con* 
troversy  was  rightfully  certified  to  the  State,  and  that  the  title  of  the 
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State  purchaser  was  perfect.  Notwithstanding  this  decision  of  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  country,  the  attorney  for  the  pre-emptors 
requests  that  a  patent  issue  to  them  for  laud  the  title  to  which  is  thus 
adjudged  to  be  in  another. 

The  ])roposition  is  not  consistent  with  a  correct  administration  of  the 
law,  and  cannot  be  entertained.  By  law  this  department  is  invested 
with  the  control  of  all  matters  i)ertaiiiing  to  the  disposal  of  ]niblic  lands, 
and  that  control  is  only  terminated  by  the  issue  of  patent.  If  it  is 
found  that  an  entry  has  been  erroueousl3'  allowed,  it  is  the  <luty  of  the 
department  to  cancel  the  same.  Under  the  ruling  of  the  court  it  is 
evident  that  said  entries  were  erroneously  allowed,  and  they  should  be 
treated  a<».cordingly.  All  questionsof  title  must  now  be  determined  before 
a  tribunal  other  than  this  department,  and  I  can  take  no  action  that 
would  in  eflfect  interfere  with  the  judgment  of  the  court.'  The  applica- 
tion for  patents  is  denied,  and  the  case  will  be  considered  closed.  The 
papers  are  herewith  transmitted. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  SCHURZ,  Secretary. 

To  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

In  rendering  the  above  decision,  the  Hon.  Secretary  was  simply  mak- 
ing his  own  ruling  conform  to  the  law  as  expounded  by  the  supreme 
court. 

In  1881,  in  the  case  of  H.  A.  Pratt  v.  H.  F.  Crane  (58  Cal.,  633)  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State  of  California,  upon  the  authority  of  said  case 
of  Huff  V.  Doyle  and  in  accordance  with  the  above  quoted  ruling  of 
this  Department,  sustained  the  title  of  said  defendant  Crane  to  that 
portion  of  said  section  24,  which  is  now  claimed  by  Pratt,  and  adjudged 
said  claim  of  Pratt  to  be  invalid.  And  at  the  ensuing  term  of  the  same 
supreme  court,  the  same  laud  to  which  John  Carr  is  now  seeking  to  es- 
tablish a  title  was  adjudged  to  be  the  property  of  said  H.  F.  Crane,  who 
at  that  time  held  and  still  holds  adversely  to  the  claim  of  said  Carr. 
See  Carr  v.  Crane,  (59  Cal.,  302). 

So  that  the  title  which  the  Secretary  is  now  asked  to  overturn  rests 
upon  no  less  a  foundation  than  the  concurring  judgment  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State  of  California,  and  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States. 

The  re-instatement  (»f  said  canceled  entries,  not  only  requires  a  power 
in  one  Secretary  upon  the  showing  above  indicated  to  annul  the  long- 
standing and  long-acquiesced  in  adjudications  of  his  predecessors,  but 
it  re^inires,  as  already  suggested,  a  power  to  set  aside  the  most  solemn 
adjudications  of  our  highest  judicial  tribunals,  both  State  and  Federal. 

Inasmuch  as  I  know  of  no  law  to  warrant  any  such  an  extraordinary 
stretch  of  power  by  the  Secretary,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  said  application  should  be  denied. 

It  seems,  however,  that  in  anticipation  of  the  foregoing  conclusion, 
the  attorneys  for  applicants  have  suggested  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
Secretary's  refusal  to  order  a  reinstatement  of  the  canceled  entries  as 
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prayed  for  by  them,  he  recomraend  the  Department  of  Justice  to  insti- 
tute suits  to  annul  the  patents  under  which  the  present  owners  of  said 
land  derive  their  title.  In  order  for  the  Secretary  to  make  such  a  rec- 
ommendation it  will  be  necessary  for  him  not  only  to  adjudge  erroneous 
the  entire  series  of  adjudications  just  referred  to,  but  to  over-ride  and 
to  ask  the  court  to  over  ride  in  toto  the  whole  doctrine  of  res  judicata^ 
and  thus  establish  a  ])recedent,  which,  if  acted  upon  and  generally  fol- 
lowed, would  tend  to  make  a  mockery  of  justice,  and  to  destroy  all  faith 
in  the  stability  of  property  titles,  whether  resting  upon  Departmental 
decisions  or  upon  the  solemn  adjudications  of  our  highest  courts,  both 
State  and  Federal.  It  therefore  seems  clear  to  my  mind  that  such  a 
recommendation  as  that  asked  for  should  be  denied. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  subnjitt-ed. 

DECISION. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcs, 

I  concur  in  the  foregoing  opinion,  and  the  motion  for  an  order  to  va- 
cate the  orders  of  cancellation  of  the  cash  entries  therein  referred  to;  to 
reinstate  said  entries ;  and  for  the  issuance  of  patents  for  the  lands  cov- 
ered  thereby,  is  hereby  denied ;  as  well  as  the  alternate  motion  that  the 
Department  of  Justice  be  requested  to  cause  the  institution  of  suits  to 
vacate  said  patents. 


RIGHT  OF  PRE'EMPTIOy— DECLARATORY  STATEMENT, 

FiDELEB  V.  KURTH. 

The  right  of  a  pre-emption  settler,  who  did  uot  file  within  the  statutory  period,  is  not 
defeated  by  the  entry  of  an  intervening  homesteader  who  has  failed  to  comply 
with  the  law.* 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  October  12,  1886. 

On  July  1,  1879,  Charles  Kurth  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NE.  J 
of  Sec.  14,  T.  102,  R.  55,  Yankton,  now  Mitchell,  Dakota.  On  Febru- 
ary 11,  1882,  Peter  Fideler  filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  same 
tract,  alleging  settlement  June  20,  1879.  On  March  20,  1882,  he  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  oflfer  proof,  and  on  April  24th,  the  day  set  for 
making  said  proof,  Rurth  filed  protest,  on  the  ground  that  Fideler  had 
uot  made  settlement  on  the  date  alleged,  and  also  applied  to  purchase 
under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880.  Final  proof  was  offered  by  Fideler, 
and  additional  testimony  submitted  by  both  parties.  The  local  officers, 
on  July  26, 1882,  held  that  Kurth  bad  sold  all  his  right  in  the  premises 
to  Fideler  and  recommended  that  the  "proof  of  pre-emption  claimant 
be  received." 
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Your  office,  by  letter  of  Ma^*  7,  1883,  reversed  said  decision,  allowed 
Kurth  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  held  for  cancel- 
lation the  declaratory  statement  of  Fideler.  The  cash  entry  of  Kurth 
was  then  made  of  record.  On  appeal  this  Departm«»ut,  by  letter  of  July 
25,  1884,  ordered  a  new  hearing,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  exact 
date  of  Fidelei's  settlement,  and  the  truth  of  the  allegation  that  Kurth 
had  sold  his  rights  to  Fideler. 

The  second  hearing  was  had,  and  on  February  12,  1885,  the  local  offi- 
cers held  that  Fideler  settled  between  June  23  and  July  1.  1879,  and 
further  that,  *'It  is  evident  that  Kurth's  present  claim  is  an  after- 
thought. He  agreed  to  sell  and  did  sell  his  interest  in  the  premises  to 
Fideler,  and  received  his  price  therefor."  The^-  again  recommended 
that  judgment  be  rendered  for  Fideler,  and  that  Kurth's  "filing''  be 
canceled.  On  appeal  your  office,  by  letter  of  May  7, 1885,  affirmed  that 
decision,  held  for  cancellation  the  cash  entry  of  Kurth,  and  allowed 
Fideler  to  enter  the  tract  upon  the  proof  already  made,  and  further 
found  that  Kurth  has  never  made  settlement  upon  the  tract,  established 
residence,  or  attempted  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  home- 
stead law.  In  these  conclusions  of  your  office  I  concur,  and  also  in  the 
finding  of  the  local  officers  that  Fideler  settled  about  June  23, 1879.  In 
that  view  of  the  case  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  tile  his  declaratory 
statement  by  September  23d  following,  or  take  the  risk  of  forfeiting  his 
claim  in  favor  of  the  next  settler  in  order  of  time  who  had  complied 
with  the  law.  (United  States  R.  S.,  Sec.  2265.)  He  failed  to  so  file 
ontii  February  11,  1882,  and  in  the  meantime  the  homestead  entry  of 
Kurth  was  made  of  record.  After  the  time  allowed  by  law  to  Fideler 
to  put  his  claim  of  record,  Kurth  applied  to  purchase  under  the  act  of 
June  15, 1880,  his  application  was  allowed,  and  he  claims  that  Fideler's 
right  to  the  tract  is  now  at  an  end. 

In  the  case  of  Freise  v.  Ilobson  (4  L  D.,  580),  it  was  held  by  this  De- 
partment that  the  right  of  purchase  under  said  act  was  suspended  from 
the  initiation  of  a  contest  until  the  final  disposition  thereof.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  at  bar  were  in  the  nature  of  a  contest,  inasmuch 
as  they  must  determine  the  priority  of  right  to  the  land,  as  between 
the  parties  thereto.  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  reason  for 
the  rule  announced  in  said  case  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  case 
at  bar.  Consequently,  the  application  of  Kurth  should  have  been  sus- 
pended to  await  the  final  disposition  of  the  questions  involved.  It  being 
now  determined  that  Fideler  had  the  prior  right,  the  application  of 
Kurth  is  rejected.  The  homestead  entry  not  being  followed  by  resi- 
dence will  be  canceled.  Said  decision  is  affirmed,  for  the  reasons  herein 
stated. 
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FEES  OF  SURVEYORS'GENERAL, 
CmCULAB. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  surveyors-general^  October  13, 1886. 

Surveyors-general  will  be  permitted  to  furnish  certified  copies  of  field- 
notes,  plats,  and  other  papers  from  their  records  and  to  charge  there- 
for such  fees  as  are  now  allowed  by  law  to  registers  and  receivers,  or  to 
public  officials  in  the  state  or  territory  for  like  services,  not  exceeding 
the  fees  prescribed  for  registers  and  receivers,  and  provided  also,  that 
such  services  are  not  performed  in  office  hours  by  clerks  paid  by  the 
United  States,  nor  the  government  stationery  or  supplies  used. 

Approved : 

L.  Q,  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 


mikixo  claim^mill  site. 
Charles  Lennig. 

Both  a  water  ri^ht  aud  niiU  site  claim  may  be  located  ou  the  same  tract  of  land. 

Section  2337,  R.  8.,  contemplates  the  actnal  use,  or  occupation  by  improvements  or 
otherwise,  for  mining  or  milling  purposes,  of  the  land ;  and  it  is  not  satisfied  by 
the  use  for  said  purposes  of  the  water  from  springs  situated  thereon. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  14,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  Lennig,  applicant  for  patent 
for  the  Eureka  Mill  Site,  mineral  entry  No.  71,  Prescott  land  district, 
Arizona,  on  appeal  from  your  decision  of  February  18,  1886,  holding 
said  entry  for  cancellation. 

The  appeal  purports  to  have  been  taken  for  the  United  Verde  Cop- 
per Company,  who  show  no  interest  whatever  in  the  claim  ;  but  since 
your  said  decision  appears  to  have  recognized  them  as  probably  inter- 
ested, I  will  waive  this  informality  and  treat  the  appeal  as  that  of  Len- 
nig, the  claimant  of  record. 

It  appears^from  the  record  before  me  that  said  mill  site  claim  was  filed 
February  18, 1882,  in  connection  with  a  claim  for  the  Eureka  Lode,  new 
mineral  entry  No.  70,  under  Section  2337  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  It 
further  appears,  and  your  said  decision  finds,  that  said  mill  site  claim 
is  situated  about  a  mile  from  said  lode  claim,  and  is  variously  and  com- 
monly known  as  "Walnut  Springs,^'  "Ruflner's  Springs,"  "Eureka 
Water  Site,"  aud  "Eureka  Mill  Site;"  that  it  contains  the  only  springs 
within  six  miles  of  the  Eureka  lode,  and  was  purchased  by  Lennig  "  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  requisite  water  for  mining  purposes  on  the 
Eureka  mine/'  and  is  described  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  as  "  that 
certain  water  right  and  water  privilege;"  and  that  the  only  evidence  of 
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improvement  on  the  land  is  a  ditch  for  conveying  water^  and  the  only 
use  of  it  shown  has  been  the  use  of  the  water  on  the  Eareka  lode  claim. 
From  these  facts  said  decision  concludes  that  ^Mt  is  clear  that  title  to 
the  property  is  sought  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  as  a  water  right  and  to  con- 
trol the  springs  in  question,"  and  that  *^  the  claimant  has  not  shown 
such  use  or  occupation  of  the  land  in  question  as  is  contemplated  by 
Section  2337,  B.  8,'"  And  said  decision  holds  that  because  this  Depart, 
roent  has  ruled  in  the  Pagosa  Springs  Case  (1  L.  D.,  573),  and  in  the 
case  of  Walter  A.  Chessman  (2  L.  D.,  774),  that  "  a  water  right  cannot 
as  such  be  ))ateuted  under  the  mining  laws," — and  because  Sections  2339 
and  2340,  R.  S.,  recognize  and  provide  for  the  acquisition  of  "  rights 
to  the  use  of  water  for  mining or  other  purposes"  by  posses- 
sion and  use, — they  cannot  be  construed  as  authorizing  the  issue  of 
patent  in  such  cases  as  that  now  under  consideration. 

The  Pagosa  Springs  and  Chessman  cases,  above  cited,  appear  to  have 
no  application  to  the  question  raised  by  this  case ;  the  former  rules  that 
land  is  not  patentable  as  mineral  land  because  it  contains  a  mineral 
spring,  and  the  latter  that  land  used  for  storing  water  may  not  be  pat- 
ented as  placer  land.  In  this  case  the  record  tends  to  show  that  a  water 
right  in  the  springs  on  the  Eureka  mill  site,  and  a  right  of  way  over  the 
public  domain  for  the  ditches  leading  therefrom  to  the  Eureka  lode,  has 
vested  in  Mr.  Lennig.  These  rights  are  acquired  by  priority  of  appro- 
priation and  are  governed  by  local  customs  and  laws  (Broder  t.  Natoma 
Water  Co.,  101  U.  S.,  274),  they  are  amply  protected  by  the  provisions 
of  Sections  2339  and  2340,  K.  S.,  and  1  concur  in  your  view  that  they 
are  not  patentable  as  water  rights  *or  rights  of  way.  But  it  does  not 
follow,  from  the  fact  that  water  rights  are  not  patentable  as  such,  that 
land  containing  water,  in  which  a  water  right  may  be  acquired,  may 
not  be  patented  as  a  mill  site.  The  presence  of  water  on  the  land  often 
must  be,  and  doubtless  was  in  the  case  now  before  me,  the  chief  reason 
for  its  selection  as  a  mill  site.  I  infer  from  the  statement  of  the  court 
in  O'Keiffe  v.  Cunningham  (9  Cal.,  589),  that  the  customs  and  laws  in 
mining  regions  sanction  the  location  of  a  tract  of  land  both  for  wat-er 
rights,  or  rights  of  way  for  ditches,  and  for  mining  purposes.  It  is 
entirely  consistent  with  the  United  States  laws,  as  I  read  them,  that  a 
tract  of  lauil  may  be  covered  by  the  water  right  of  one  person  and  by 
the  settlement,  mining,  or  mill  site  claim  of  another  person.  Hence  it 
must  follow,  a«  there  is  no  express  prohibition  of  it  in  the  statutes,  that 
a  tract  of  land  may  be  subject  to  both  the  wat<er  right  and  the  mill  site 
claim  of  the  same  person.  And  therefore  the  ownership  of  the  Eureka 
water  right  does  not  bar  Mr.  Lennig's  claim  to  the  Eureka  Mill  Site,  if 
he  is  otherwise  within  the  terms  of  Section  2337,  B.  S.,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

'*  Where  non-mineral  land  not  contiguous  to  the  vein  or  lode  is  used 
or  occupied  by  the  proprietor  of  such  vein  or  lode  for  mining  or  milling 
purposes,  sach  non-adjacent  surface-ground  may  be  embraced  and  in- 
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eluded  in  an  application  for  a  patent  for  such  vein  or  lode,  and  the  same 
may  be  patented  therewith,  subject  to  the  same  preliminary  require- 
ments as  to  survey  and  notice  as  are  applicable  to  veins  or  lodes;  but 
no  location  hereafter  made  of  such  non-adjacent  land  shall  exceecl  five 
acres,  and  payment  for  the  same  must  be  made  at  the  same  rate  as  fixed 
by  this  chapter  for  the  superficies  of  the  lode.  The  owner  of  a  quartz- 
mill  or  reduction- works  not  owning  a  mine  in  connection  therewith,  may 
also  receive  a  patent  for  his  mill-site,  as  provided  in  this  section." 

The  second  clause  of  this  section  manifestly  makes  the  right  to  patent 
a  mill  site  dependent  upon  the  existence  on  the  land  of  a  quartz-mill  or 
reduction-works.  But  the  terms  of  the  first  clause  are  more  compre- 
hensive. Under  them  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  land  be  actually  a 
<' mill-site."  They  make  the  use  or  occupation  of  it  for  raining  or  mill- 
ing purposes  the  only  prerequisite  to  a  i)aten  t.  The  proprietor  of  a  lode 
undoubtedly  "uses"  non-contiguous  land  "for  mining  or  milling  pur- 
poses" when  he  has  a  quartz  mill  or  reduction-works  upon  it,  or  when 
in  any  other  manner  he  employs  it  in  connection  with  mining  or  milling 
operations.  For  example,  if  he  uses  it  for  depositing  "  tailings  "  or  stor- 
ing ores,  or  for8hoi)s  or  houses  for  his  workmen,  or  for  collecting  water 
to  run  his  quartz  mill,  I  think  it  clear  that  he  would  be  using  it  for  min- 
ing or  milling  purposes.  lam  also  of  opinion  that  "  occupation"  for 
mining  or  milling  purposes,  so  far  as  it  may  be  distinguished  from 
"  use,"  is  something  more  than  mere  naked  possession,  and  that  it  must 
be  evidenced  by  outward  and  visible  signs  of  the  applicant's  good  faith. 
The  manifest  purpose  of  Congress  was  to  grant  an  additional  tract  to 
a  person  who  required  or  expected  to  require  it  for  use  in  connection 
with  his  lode;  that  is^  to  one  who  needed  more  land  for  working  bis 
lode  or  reducing  the  ores  than  custom  or  law  gave  him  with  it.  There- 
fore, when  an  applicant  is  not  actually  using  the  land,  he  must  show 
such  an  occupation,  by  improvements  or  otherwise,  as  evidences  an  in- 
tended use  of  the  tract  in  good  faith  for  mining  or  milling  purposes. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  record  shows  that  the  land  is  suitable  for  mill- 
ing purposes,  because  it  lies  on  the  banks  of  a  creek  and  also  contains 
springs  which  supply  an  abundance  of  water.  It  was  originally  lo- 
cated "  as  a  mill  site  or  place  upon  which  to  erect  a  mill,  furnace,  or 
other  works  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  ores  from  the  Eureka  mines 
or  other  mines  in  this  district;"  and  the  a])plication  now  on  file  sets 
forth  that  it  is  "  claimed  by  the  said  applicant  as  and  for  a  mill  sit^  for 
the  working  of  the  ores  from  said  mining  claim."  But  in  fact  it  has 
never  been  used  or  occupied  for  any  such  purpose.  On  the  contrary, 
it  appears  that  the  said  water  is  used  in  running  a  "  smelter  located  on 
the  Eureka  mine,^  and  that  it  is  conveyed  in  i)ipes  some  two  miles  for 
that  purpose.  These  facts  show  plainly  that  the  land  is  not  used  or 
occupied  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  located,  or  for  any  purpose 
in  connection  with  mining  or  milling.  The  use  of  the  water  is,  in  my 
judgment,  not  a  use  of  the  land. 

I  therefore  afiirm  your  decision. 
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railroad  lands  restored  to  entry, 
Northern  Pac.  U.  R.  Go. 

Lands  in  Walla  Wall»  land  district,  Wasbingtou  Territory,  withdrawn  on  the  line  of 
amended  general  route  tiled  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1872,  lying  south  of  the  territory  affected  by  the  definite  location  of  said 
road,  and  east  of  the  line  showing  the  forty  mile  limit  of  that  point  of  the  ronte 
not  yet  definitely  located,  are  restored  to  settlement  and  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  18, 1886. 

By  letter  of  September  13,  1886,  your  office  recomraeDded  that  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  Walla  Wallii-  land  district,  Washington  Territory,  now 
withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
(13  JStat.,  365),  be  restored  to  settlement  and  entry. 

The  lands  referred  to  were  within  the  limits  of  withdrawal  ordered 
November  21,  1870,  on  map  filed  August  13,  1870,  as  map  of  general 
route.  This  route  was  afterwards  changed,  and  a  new  map,  filed  as 
map  of  amendetl  general  route,  was  accepted  February  21,  1872,  and 
the  withdrawal  made  thereon  also  embraced  said  lands. 

On  October  4,  1880,  the  map  of  definite  location  was  filed  on  a  still 
diflferent  line,  and  by  this  location  the  lands  in  qut^stion  fell  entirely 
outside  the  forty  mile  limits.  But  inasmuch  as  tho^e  lands  lay  within 
the  withdrawal  on  the  amended  general  route,  their  status,  as  affected 
by  definite  location,  could  not  be  ascertained  until  the  southern  terminal 
limit  on  definite  location  was  fixed.  Said  terminal  limit  was  fixed  on 
August  16, 1881,  and  the  lands  in  question  fell  outside  and  south  of  that 
line.  The  lands  lie  south  of  the  territory  affected  by  tiie  definite  loca- 
tion and  east  of  the  Hue  showing  the  forty  mile  limit  of  that  part  of  the 
road  not  yet  definitely  located.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  therefore 
why  they  should  longer  remain  withdrawn,  and  indeed  might  have 
been  restored  in  1881  when  other  lands  similarly  situated  were  restored. 
I  accordingly  concur  in  said  recommendation,  and  said  lands  will  be 
restored  to  entry  and  settlement. 


railroad  grant-mineral  lands, 
Samuel  W.  Spong. 

The  statutory  exception  of  mineral  lands  from  the  grant  to  this  company,  is  con- 
strued to  include  only  lands  known  to  contain  valuable  minerals  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  the  patent. 

Secretary  Lamnr  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  21,  1880. 

I  have  examined  the  appeal  of  Samuel  W.  Spong  from  the  decision 

of  your  office,  dated  December  23,  1882,  refusing  to  allow  him  to  file 

mineral  application  for  the  Marble  Valley  Quartz  mine,  lot  No.  '^d,  in 

Sec.  17,  T.  9  N.,  E.  9  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Sacramento  land  district,  California. 
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The  record  shows  that  said  application  was  made  to  the  local  land 
officers  and  refused  by  them  on  December  2,  1882,  for  the  reason  that 
said  section  was  patented  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  on 
the  27th  day  of  June,  1867.  Your  office  on  appeal  affirmed  said  decis- 
ion,  upon  the  ground  that  the  exception  in  the  grant  to  said  company 
and  in  said  patent  is  construed  to  mean  lands  ktwicn  to  GonVdin  v^aluable 
minerals  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent,  and  that  subsequent  discov- 
eries would  not  affect  the  title  of  the  company  to  the  lands  and  mines 
subsequently  discovered. 

The  section  embracing  said  lot  is  designated  by  an  odd  number  within 
the  limits  of  the  grant  made  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1, 
1862  (12  Stat.,  489),  and  amended  by  the  act  approved  July  2,  1864 
(13  Stat.,  356),  to  said  railroad  company.  In  section  three  of  the  act  of 
July  1, 1862,  it  is  provided  that  <^  all  mineral  lands  shall  be  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  this  act ;"  and  in  section  four  of  the  amendatory 

act  it  is  provided  that  '^  the  term  mineral  land shall  not 

be  construed  to  include  coal  and  iron  l^nd." 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  counsel  for  the  appellant,  that  Congress 
did  not  grant  mineral  lands  to  said  company;  that  said  patent,  although 
including  said  seqtion  in  terms,  did  not  operate  as  a  conveyance  of  the 
title  to  any  land  that  may  at  any  time  be  found  to  be  mineral.  It  is 
not  denied  that  said  section  was  returned  as  agricultural  by  the  United 
States  surveyor;  that  it  was  regularly  patented  to  said  company,  with- 
*but  fraud  or  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  land  officers  or  said  company, 
so  far  as  is  shown  by  the  record.  The  issue  of  said  patent  was  a  deter- 
mination by  the  proper  tribunal  that  the  lands  covered  by  the  patent 
were  granted  to  said  company,  and  hence,  under  the  proviso  of  said  act, 
were  not  paineral  at  the  date  of  the  issuance  of  said  patent. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
that  a  patent  executed  in  the  required  form  and  by  the  proper  officers 
for  such  a  portion  of  the  public  domain  as  is  by  law  subject  to  sale  or 
other  disposal  passes  the  title  thereto,  and  the  finding  of  the  facts  by 
the  Land  Department  which  authorizes  its  issue  is  conclusive  in  a  court 
of  law  and  can  not  be  collaterally  assailed.  Steel  v.  Smelting  Company 
(106  U.  S.,  447). 

In  the  case  of  Smelting  Company  v.  Kemp  (104  U.  S.,  636-641),  the 
same  court  say,  ^^  It  is  this  unassailable  character  of  the  patent  which 
gives  to  it  its  chief,  indeed  its  only,  value  as  a  means  of  quieting  its 
possessor  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  lands  it  embraces.  If  intruders  upon 
them  could  compel  him,  in  every  suit  for  possession,  to  establish  the 
validity  of  the  action  of  the  Land  Department  and  the  correctness  of 
its  ruling  upon  matters  submitted  to  it,  the  patent,  instead  of  being  a 
means  of  peace  and  security,  would  subject  his  rights  to  constiint  and 
ruinous  litigation." 

In  the  case  of  McLaughlin  v.  United  States  (107  U.  S.,  527),  the 
court  affirmed  the  decree  of  the  circuit  court  canceling  a  patent  issued 
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to  said  company,  on  the  ground  that  the  tract  in  question,  at  the  time 
of  the  grant,  was  known  to  be  mineral  land  by  the  appellant,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  patent  was  issued  by  inadvertence  and  mistake  without 
authority  of  law.     In  the  opinion  of  the  court  the  inquiry  is  made, 
**  Suppose  that  when  such  land  has  been  conveyed  by  the  government  it  is 
afterwards  discovered  that  it  contains  valuable  deposits  of  the  precious 
metals  unknown  to  the  patentee  or  to  the  officers  of  the  government 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  will  such  subsequent  discovery  enable  the 
government  to  sustain  a  suit  to  set  aside  the  patent  or  the  grant!    If 
so,  what  are  the  rights  of  innocent  purchasers  from  the  grantee  and 
what  limitations  exist  upon  the  exercise  of  the  government's  right  ?" 
The  court,  however,  declined  to  give  any  answer  to  said  inquiries, 
in  the  case  of  Deff'eback  v.  Hawke  (115  U.  8.,  393),  the  court  re- 
viewed and  commented  on  the  several  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
disposition  of  mineral  lands,  and  held  that  the  officers  of  the  Land  De- 
partment have  no  authority  to  insert  in  a  patent  any  other  terms  than 
those  of  conveyance,  with  recitals  showing  a  compliance  with  the  law 
and  the  conditions  which  it  prescribed,  and  that  no  title  from  the  United 
States  to  land  known  at  the  time  of  sale  to  be  valuable  for  its  minerals 
of  gold,  silver,  cinnabar,  or  copper,  can  be  obtained  under  the  pre- 
emption or  homestead  laws,  or  the  town-site  laws,  or  in  any  other  way 
than  as  prescribed  by  the  laws  specially  authorizing  the  sale  of  such 
lands. 

In  said  opinion  the  court  say :  "  We  also  say  lands  known  at  the  timfi 
of  their  sale  to  be  thus  valuable,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible  conclu- 
sion against  the  validity  of  titles  which  may  be  issued  for  other  kinds 
of  land,  in  which,  years  afterward,  rich  deposits  of  mineral  may  be  dis- 
covered. It  is  quite  possible  ^hat  lands  settled  upon  as  suitable  only 
for  agricultural  purposes,  entered  b}^  the  settler  and  patented  by  the 
government  under  the  pre  emption  laws,  may  be  found,  years  after  the 
patent  has  been  issued,  to  contain  valuable  minerals.  Indeed,  this  has 
often  happened.  We,  therefore,  use  the  term  known  to  be  valuable  at 
the  time  of  sale,  to  prevent  any  doubt  being  cast  upon  titles  to  lands 
afterwards  found  to  be  different  in  their  mineral  character  from  what 
was  supposed  when  the  entry  of  them  was  made  and  the  patent  issued." 
In  the  case  of  Merrill  v.  Dixon  (15  Nev.,  405),  the  supreme  court  of 
Nevada,  commenting  ui)on  the  issuance  of  patents  to  railroad  companies, 
containing  the  clause  excluding  mineral  lands,  should  any  such  be  found 
to  exist  in  the  tracts  described  in  the  patents,  said :  *^For  the  purposes 
of  this  case,  we  shall  consider  that  all  mineral  lands  which  were  in- 
tended by  Congress  to  be  excluded  and  excepted  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  were  excluded  and  excepted  by  the 
patent  conveying  the  lands  to  the  said  company." 

To  the  same  effect  is  the  decision  of  the  United  States  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Galifornia,  in  the  case  of  the  Pacitic  Coast  Mining 
and  Milling  Company  v.  Spargo  et  al.^  reported  in  8  Sawyer,  645. 
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While  the  exception  of  miueral  lands  from  the  grant  to  said  company 
is  clear  and  explicit,  yet  it  does  not  appear  from  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  language  of  said  grant  that  Congress  intended  to  grant  only 
such  lands  which  may  after  the  lapse  of  an  indefinite  number  of  years 
prove  to  be  agricultural  in  character, 

A  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  shows  no  error  in  the  de- 
cision appealed  from,  and  it  is  accordingly  afBrmed. 


homestead  extry-sixgle  woman, 
Maria  Good. 

The  right  acquired  by  the  original  homestead  entry  of  a  single  woman  is  not  affected 

by  her  marriage  prior  to  final  proof. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  October  22,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Maria  Good,  nee  Wilcox,  from  your 
decision,  dated  July  14,  1886,  holding  'for  cancellation  her  homestead 
entry,  No.  15,552.  Said  entry,  it  appears,  was  made  September  28, 
1880,  and  covers  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  22,  T.  3  S.,  R.  23  W.,  Kirwin,  Kansas. 
November  7, 1885,  claimant  made  final  proof  before  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  which  proof  was  on  the  llth  of  the  same  month  rejected  by 
the  local  office  "  because  of  insufficient  residence." 

From  that  action  appeal  was  taken  to  your  office. 

Your  decision  sets  out  the  following  facts  as  shown  by  the  record  in 
the  case,  to  wit,  that  claimant  was  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  a  single  woman  over  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  dnte  of  en- 
try, soon  after  which  she  married;  that  her  husband  was  a  mechanic 
and  worked  in  Norton,  three  miles  distant;  that  claimant's  statements 
are  that  she  staid  in  Norton  during  the  bad  weather  in  winter,  aside  from 
which  she  resided  continuously  on  the  land;  that  the  testimony  of  her 
witnesses  make  it  appear  that  she  staid  in  Norton  winters  and  ou  the 
homestead  summers;  that  she  was  never  absent  for  more  than  three 
months  at  a  time ;  that  she  has  never  moved  her  household  goods  from 
the  land,  and  that  the  improvements,  which  are  valued  at  $600,  consist 
of  a  house,  a  well,  wind-mill,  sheds,  an  orchard  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  trees,  and  fifteen  acres  under  cultivation.  Without  pass- 
ing upon  the  question  of  residence  further  than  to  say  that  ^*  the  testi- 
mony as  to  residence  is  not  very  clear,  except  that  it  was  established 
in  November,  1880,"  your  decision  proceeds  to  rule  the  case  upon  the 
fact  of  the  marriage  of  appellant  after  having  made  her  entry. 

On  this  question  you  hold  that  '^  a  woman  who  makes  a  homestead 
entry  and  subsequently  marries  before  completing  the  same,  forfeits 
her  right  thereby  to  acquire  title  to  the  land,"  and  for  that  reason  you 
dismiss  the  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  office  and  hold  the  entry 
for  cancellation. 
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Section  2289  of  the  Revised  Statutes  contains  the  following  provis- 
ions as  to  who  may  enter  public  lands  under  the  homestead  laws: 

"Every  person  who  is  the  head  of  a  family,  or  who  has  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who 
has  tiled  bis  declaration  of  intention  to  become  such,  as  required  by  the 
naturalization  laws,  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  one  quarter  section,  or  a 
less  quantity,  of  unappropriated  public  lands,  upon  which  such  person 
may  have  filed  a  pre-emption  claim,  or  which  may,  at  the  time  the  ap- 
plication is  made,  be  subject  to  preemption  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,''  &c. 

Your  decision  tacitly  admits  that  the  applicant,  as  a  single  woman, 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  native  born,  was  at  the  date  of  her 
entry  qualified  under  the  law  quoted  to  make  said  entry. 

The  sole  question  before  me  for  coUvsideration,  thereforf*,  is,  whether 
the  fact  of  her  nianin^e  after  »iitry  jjimI  before  final  proof  of  itself 
woiked  a  forfeiture  of  such  rights  as  she  acquired  by  her  entry. 

I  am  unable  to  concur  in  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  you  on  this 
proposition.  The  original  homestead  act  of  May  20, 1862,  was  entitled 
**  An  Act  to  secure  Homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  Public  Domain.'' 
That  act,  which  is  substantially  embodied  in  the  Revised  Statutes — Sec. 
2289,  et  seq.j  —  prescribed  certain  prerequisite  qualifications  which  must 
exist  in  settlers  under  that  law.  Those  qualifications  have  already 
been  mentioned.     If  found  to  exist,  then  what? 

Actual  continuous  residence  and  cultivation  must  follow,  and  no  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  or  patent  issued  until  the  expiration  of  five  years 
from  date  of  entry,  and  then,  or  within  two  years  thereafter,  proof  may 
be  made  showing  continuous  residence  and  cultivation,  and  that  no 
part  of  the  tract  with  reference  to  which  the  proof  is  ottered  has  been 
alienated,  except  as  provided  in  section  t\\  enty-t  wo  linndred  and  eighty- 
eight  of  the  Revised  Statutes.     (2291,  R.  S.) 

From  the  foregoing  it  seems  clear  that  when  once  legal  qualification 
to  make  homestead  entry  is  established,  and  the  land  applied  for  is 
subject  to  such  entry,  then  the  only  remaining  questions  for  the  Land 
Department  to  consider  are  those  relative  to  residence,  cultivation  and 
alienation. 

This  being  true,  the  fact  of  the  marriage  of  the  claimant  in  this  case 
after  she  made  her  entry  can  not  of  itself  work  a  forfeiture  of  any  right 
which  she  may  have  acquired  by  virtue  of  said  entry. 

It  only  remains  for  her  to  show  comi)liance  with  the  positive  require- 
ments of  the  homestead  law,  which  are  conditions  subsequent,  in  order 
to  entitle  her  to  full  legal  title  by  patent.  Her  marriage  di<l  not  of  ne- 
cessity prevent  her  remaining  upon  and  improving  the  tract.-  The  mar- 
riage of  a  woman  who  has  made  homestead  entry  may  result  in  her 
leaving  the  land  which  she  has  entered  and  establishing  a  residence 
elsewhere,  and  thus  indirectly  furnish  a  renson  for  forfeiture,  but  the 
ground  of  forfeiture  in  such  case  would  be  abandonment  and  not  the 
fact  of  marriage.    1  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  tue  fact  of  Maria 
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Good's  marriage  did  not  iu  any  degree  impair  the  right  which  she  ac- 
quired auder  her  entry.  * 

Upon  reference  to  the  decisions  of  your  oflBce  on  the  question  here  in- 
volved, I  find  that  the  practice  has,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, heretofore  been  uoiforni  in  recognizing  the  right  of  a  married 
woman  to  complete  a  homestead  claim,  initiated  by  entry  before  mar- 
riage. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1874,  your  office,  in  passing  upon  this 
question.,  ruled  that  a  single  woman  who  makes  an  entry  under  the 
homestead  laws  '^  does  not  forfeit  her  rights  under  the  homestead  laws 
by  marriage,  provided  she  fulfils  the  requirements  of  the  statute  as 
regards  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  land  embraced  in  her  home- 
stead entry."  ( I  O.  L.  O.  3).  Sf»e  also  the  following  cases :  Mary  Latt, 
decided  by  your  office  August  25,  1877  (4  C.  L.  O.,  103);  Eda  M.  Car- 
nochan,  decided  September  29, 1881  (8  C.  L.  O.,  121) ;  Herman  L. 
Phelps,  decided  January  9,  1883  (9  C.  L.  O.,  196).  In  the  case  of  Ro- 
sanna  Kennedy  (10  C.  L.  O.,  152)  my  predecessor.  Secretary  Kirkwood, 
having  under  consideration  the  efiect  of  a  pre  emption  entry  and  dis- 
cussing the  difference  between  that  and  a  homestead  entry,  held,  as  to 
a  homestead  entry,  that  ^^  the  marriage  of  a  single  woman  subsequent 
to  her  entry  is  not  a  waiver  or  forfeiture  of  her  rights."  Believing, 
as  1  do,  that  the  practice  as  indicated  by  the  decisions  cited  has  been 
in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  that  appellant  by  her  marriage  lost  no 
right  acquired  through  her  homestead  entry,  I  must  reverse  your  de- 
cision. 

I  do  not  pass  upon  the  proof  made  as  to  residence  and  cultivation,  as 
that  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  your  office. 


APPLICATION  TO  ENTER^POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS-RESIDENCE, 

ClBCJULAK. 

Commissioner  Sparl's  to  registers  and  receivers^  October  25,  1886. 

The  returns  from  many  district  land  offices  show  that  the  regulations 
of  this  office  requiring  applicants  under  the  homestead,  preemption, 
timber  culture,  and  other  laws,  to  state  in  their  applications  the  place 
of  their  actual  residence  and  their  jposi-ojffiee  addresses  are  not  being  satis- 
factorily complied  with,  particularly  in  cases  in  which  residence  upon 
the  land  or  residence  within  the  State  or  Territory  is  not  required. 

It  is  often  impossible,  and  in  timber-culture,  desert  land,  and  timber 
land  entries  especially  so,  to  ascertain  from  the  pai>ers  in  the  case  the 
place  of  residence  of  claimants,  and  personal  service  of  notice  cannot  be 
obtained,  for  this  reason,  in  many  (5ases  in  which  it  is  important  that 
persimal  service  should  be  had.  Necessary  investigations  are  also  seri- 
ously impeded  for  want  of  this  essential  information. 
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You  will  hereafter  see,  in  all  cases,  that  the  place  of  the  actual  resi- 
dence and  post-office  addresses  of  applicants  are  properly  stated  in  their 
applications.  It  is  not  safBcient  to  state  that  the  place  of  residence  is 
in  a  certain  county,  If  the  residence  is  in  a  town  or  city  the  same  must 
be  stated,  and  if  in  a  cityj  the  street  and  number  must  be  given.  If  the 
residence  of  the  applicant  is  in  the  country  in  any  of  the  public  land 
States  or  Territories,  the  section,  township,  and  range  upon  which  appli- 
cant resides  must  be  given. 

You  will  not  hereafter  receive  timber-culture,  desert  land,  or  other 
applications  in  which  this  requirement  is  not  complied  with,  bat  all  such 
applications  will  be  returned  for  correction  to  the  parties  presenting  or 
transmitting  the  same,  and  will  not  be  placed  on  record  until  the  omis- 
sion is  supplied. 

Applicants  will  also  be  advised  that  changes  of  residence  subsequent 
to  allowance  of  application  must  be  reported  to  the  local  officers,  and, 
when  so  advised  of  such  change  of  residence  you  will  make  proper  note 
of  the  same. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  you  are  directed  to  hereafter  note  upon 
the  paper  itself,  in  case  of  every  filing^  declaration^or  application^  (where 
the  same  is  not  executed  before  you  and  presented  by  the  applicant  in 
person)^  the  name  of  the  party  by  whom  the  same  was  presented  or  trans- 
mitted. 

You  will  strictly  enforce  the  foregoing. 

ApiJroved: 

L.  Q.  G.  Lamar, 

Secretary, 


MINING  CLAIM—APPLICATIONSURVET, 

S.  F.  Mackib. 

An  application  for  patent  or  the  survey  of  a  claim  may  embrace  several  oontij^nous 

locations. 
In  accordance  with  statutory  requirement,  the  snrvey  should  exhibit  the  boundaries 

and  conflicts  of  each  location  covered  by  the  application. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  October  25,  1886. 

I  have  before  me  a  letter  from  8.  F.  Mackie,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
stating  that  the  surveyor-general  has  made  certain  rulings  relative  to 
an  application  for  the  survey  of  a  mining  claim,  which  he  regards  as 
erroneous,  and  requesting  the  opinion  of  this  Department  thereon.  To 
render  an  opinion  upon  such  a  presentation  of  a  question  is  neither 
customary  nor  proper,  and  I  would  therefore  be  compelled  to  dismiss 
the  request  were  it  not  accompanied  by  a  communication  from  yourself 
asking  a  ruling  for  the  benetit  of  the  Land  Office. 

The  questions  presented  arise  /)ut  of  departmental  decision  in  the 
case  of  the  Good  Return  Mining  Go.  (4  L.  D.,  221),  which  was  also  pro- 
mulgated through  circular  of  December  14, 1885  (Id.,  374).  Therein  it 
was  ruled  that,  where  there  is  an  application  for  patent  for  a  <*  mining 
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claim"  consisting  of  several  raining  locations,  the  npplicant  may  show 
for  the  consolidated  claim  the  expenditure  specified  in  section  2325^ 
B.  S.,  but  that  he  must  show  upon  each  location  the  ex(>enditure 
specified  in  section  2324,  B.  8. ;  and  that  ^^  an  adverse  claimant  may 
prove  abandonment  of  any  one  of  such  locations  by  failure  to  make 
annual  expenditures  upon  it  or  upon  a  common  claim  for  its  benefit.'' 
This  decision  manifestly  recognized  the  legality  of  au  application  for 
patent  for  a  mining  claim  consisting  of  several  locations,  and  such  an 
ap])lication  was  afterwards  expressly  ruled  to  be  legal  in  the  ca«e  of  the 
Champion  Mining  Company  (4  L.  D.,  362),  upon  appeal  from  a  decision 
of  your  office  made  prior  to  the  rendition  of  the  Good  Return  decision. 
Since  your  communication  above  referred  to  suggests  a  doubt  concern- 
ing the  import  of  s<aid  Champion  decision,  I  may  add  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  rule  only  that  a  single  application,  either  for  patent  or  for 
the  survey  of  a  mining  claim,  is  required  when  the  claim  includes  sev- 
eral contiguous  locations.  It  was  not  intended  to  and  docs  not  rule  in 
relation  to  the  mode  or  the  expense  of  surveying  such  claims.  These 
questions  arise  upon  the  alleged  decision  of  the  surveyor-general  of 
Utah  to  the  following  effect,  to  wit : 

"  First  That  each  location  must  be  considered  as  a  separate  lot,  be 
separately  surveyed,  it«  boundaries  marked  by  posts  set  at  each  corner, 
and  the  conflicts  with  all  other  lots  (howsoever  owned)  shown. 

^^  Second.  That  the  deposits  properly  required  by  him  are  $27.00  for 
each  location  and  $5.00  for  each  conflict." 

In  respect  to  the  first  question,  the  statutes  seem  to  be  plain.  Section 
2325,  R.  S.,  provides  that  a  person,  who  has  complied  with  the  terms  of 
the  mining  laws,  and  who  applies  for  patent  on  a  lode  claim,  must  file 
in  the  local  office  a  plat  and  field  notes  of  his  claim,  which  are  described 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

**A  plat  and  field  notes  of  the  claim  or  claims  in  common,  made  by 
or  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  surveyor-general,  showing 
accurately  the  boundaries  of  the  claim  or  claims,  which  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly marked  by  monuments  on  the  ground. 

Sec.  2331.  Where  placer  claims  are  upon  surveyed  lands,  and  con- 
form to  legal  subdivisions,  no  further  surveyor  plat  shall  be  required." 

The  purpose  of  the  requirement  of  plats  in  certain  cases  is  manifestly 
twofold,  namely,  to  inform  the  Land  Department,  as  well  as  conflicting 
locators  or  protestants,  of  all  the  material  facts  concerning  the  claim 
which  can  be  shown  by  plat  and  field  notes.  The  Land  Department 
must  be  advised  that  the  claim,  discovery,  etc.,  are  located  on  the  pub- 
lic domain,  and  therefore  the  plat  must  show  all  conflicting  locations  or 
claims,  patented  or  unpatented.  The  applicant  must  also  show  that 
he  has  complied  with  the  law  in  respect  of  the  annual  expenditure  on 
each  location,  and  consequently  the  survey  must  identify  each  location. 
The  applicant  must  give  notice  of  his  claim  to  the  world,  in  order  that 
conflicting  locators  may  flle  adverse  claims;  by  such  claims  the  issue 
raised  is  priority  or  maintenance  of  possession,  and,  as  possessory  rights 
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respect  individaal  locations  under  the  statute,  the  plats  must  distin- 
guish the  locations.  Or,  again,  each  location  must  be  distinguished,  to 
the  end  that  protestants  may  be  able  to  identify  the  land  in  respect  of 
which  a  nou  com])liance  with  local  or  general  law  is  charged.  And, 
finally,  a  survey  of  each  location  included  in  the  application  and  patent 
is  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  claimant;  for,  under  the  decision 
in  Mining  Co.  v.  Mining  Co.  (118  U.  S.,  190),  the  plat  must  show  that 
the  end  lines  of  each  location  are  parallel,  in  order  that  the  patentee 
may  have  the  right  to  follow  a  vein  outside  of  the  bounds  of  such  loca- 
tion. 

Apart  from  this  general  consideration  of  the  purposes  of  a  survey, 
the  language  of  the  statute  would  seem  to  be  conclusive  of  the  ques- 
tion. By  Section  2325,  the  survey  is  required  to  be  "of  the  claim  or 
claims  in  common,"  and  to  show  **  the  boundaries  of  the  claim  or 
claims."  The  word  "  claim"  in  the  mining  laws  has  diflferent  meanings, 
and  may  refer  either  to  a  single  location  or  to  consolidaled  locations,  as 
the  intention  of  Congress  in  using  it  requires.  In  this  case,  in  my 
judgment,  it  refers  to  the  separate  locations,  not  only  because  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  can  be  satisfied  by  this  construction  alone,  but 
because  the  word  is  used  in  both  the  singular  and  plural,  and  in  the 
latter  case  manifestly  refers  to  the  "claims  held  in  common"  mentioned 
in  Section  2324,  which  mean  the  separate  locations.  The  statute  there- 
fore expressly  requires  that  the  survey  shall  exhibit  the  boundaries  of 
each  location  covered  by  the  application.  Such  has  heretofore  been 
the  ruling  of  the  Land  Dex)artment,  and  it  is  thus  substantially  ex- 
pressed in  paragraph  7  of  circular  of  December  4,  1884  (3  L.  D.,  540), 
which  was  not  modified  by  circular  of  December  14, 1885  (4L.  D.,  374). 
Such,  also,  is  the  efiect  of  the  decision  in  Smelting  Co.  v.  Kemp  (104 
U.  S.,  636,  663),  where  the  supreme  court  ruled  upon  this  point  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

"The  last  position  of  the  court  below,  that  the  owner  of  contiguous 
locations  who  seeks  a  patent  must  present  a  separate  application  lor 
each,  and  obtain  a  separate  survey,  and  prove  that  upon  each  the  re- 
quired work  has  been  performed,  is  as  untenable  as  the  rulings  already 
considered." 

Here  the  court  decide  that  there  may  be  one  application  for  several 
contiguous  locations,  with  one  plat,  and  proof  for  the  consolidated 
claim  of  the  work  required  by  section  2325;  and  this  decision  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  the  Good  Return  Mining  Co. 
[supra).  When,  however,  they  refer  (p.  654)  to  proof  of  the  annual 
expenditure  required  by  section  2324,  they  construe  the  words  "claim 
or  claims"  in  the  former  section  as  identical  with  those  words  in  the 
latter  in  the  following  passage,  to  wit: 

"There  is  no  force  in  the  suggestion  that  a  separate  patent  for  each 
location  is  necessary  to  insure  the  required  expenditure  of  labor  upon 
it.  The  statute  of  1872  provides  that  on  each  claim  subsequently  located 
until  a  patent  is  issued  for  it,  there  shall  be  annually  expended  in  labor 
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or  improvemeDts  ouehandred  dollars ;  and  on  claims  previously  located 
an  annual  expenditure  of  ten  <lo11ars  for  each  one  hundred  feet  in  length 
along  the  vein;  but  where  such  claims  are  held  'in  common,'  the  ex- 
penditure may  be  upon  any  one  claim.  As  these  provisions  relate  to 
expenditures  before  a  patent  is  issued,  proof  of  them  will  bo  a  matter 
for  consideration  when  application  for  the  patent  is  made.  It  is  not 
perceived  in  what  way  this  proof  can  be  changed  or  the  requirement 
affected,  whether  the  application  be  for  a  patent  for  one  claim  or  for 
several  claims  held  in  common." 

The  case  of  Chambers  v.  Uarrington  (111  U.  S.,  350)  is  to  the  same 
effect,  and  clearly  implies  that  the  claims  in  common  which  may  be  in- 
cluded in  one  patent  under  section  2325  are  the  separate  locations  on 
or  for  each  of  which  the  annual  expenditure  must  be  made. 

I  therefore  approve  tlie  existing  re^rulations  of  the  Land  Department, 
namely,  that  the  plat  of  survey  when  required,  must  show  the  bound- 
aries and  conflicts  of  each  location  of  the  consolidated  claim. 

In  respect  to  the  second  point  raised  by  your  letter  of  inquiry,  to  wit, 
the  expenses  of  the  survey,  I  do  not  deem  it  expedient  now,  if  indeed 
it  be  possible,  to  formulate  a  fixed  ruling.  Such  matters  are  remitted  to 
the  control  of  your  oiiice  by  section  2334,  R.  S.,  subject  of  course  to  the 
supervision  of  the  Department.  The  existing  tariff" of  charges,  approved 
by  the  Laud  Department,  being  presumptively  reasonable  where  appli- 
cation is  made  for  the  survey  of  a  single  location  or  claim,  I  can  con- 
ceive of  cases  where  perhups  it  would  properly  apply  to  the  survey  of 
consolidated  claims ;  and,  again,  I  can  conceive  of  cases  where  probably, 
if  applied,  the  expenses  would  be  unreasonable.  But  it  would  seem 
that  the  decision  of  the  question  in  each  case  must  depend  on  the  par- 
ticular facts,  the  form  and  relation  of  the  several  claims  and  conflicts, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  intelligently  reached  without  an  inspection 
of  the  plat.  I  remit  this  question  to  your  office  for  further  considera- 
tion, and  for  the  formulation  and  submission  to  the  Department  of  a 
modified  tariff  of  surveying  charges,  if  a  fixed  ruling  in  the  case  of  con- 
solidated claims  be  <ieemed  practicable. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-PRESERVATION, 

McAndrew  V.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.  Co. 

The  inadvertent  marking  on  the  records  of  the  local  office  of  a  warrant  location  con- 

Btitittes  no  appropriation  or  reservation  of  the  land  covered  thereby. 
The  case  of  Cole  r.  Murkley  cited  and  distinguished. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commutsioner  Sparks,  October  28, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  James  K.  Mc  A^ndrew  from  your  office 
decision  of  January  19,  1885,  adverse  to  him  as  pre-emption  applicant 
for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  7,  T.  96  'S.,  R.  39  W.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  facts 
as  disclosed  by  the  record  before  me  are  as  follows : 

McAndrew  presented  his  pre  emption  declaratory  statement  at  the 
local  office  December  2, 1884,  for  the  tract  above  described,  and  his 
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application  to  file  was  on  the  same  day  rofused,  for  the  reason  that  said 
tract  "  appears  to  be  covered  by  land  warrant  location  .  .  .  .  • 
Wt.  No.  46, 167-160  a.  — act  1855,  and  is  moreover  within  railroad  limits." 
From  this  action  he  appealed  to  your  office,  and  claimed  that  the  abstract 
of  land  warrant  locations  for  May,  1857,  shows  that  the  warrant  above 
mentioned  was  located  on  the  corresponding  tract  in  range  "38''  and 
not  in  "39,"  where  this  tract  lies. 

In  examining  the  case  on  appeal  your  office  found  that  it«  records 
"  do  not  show  any  entry  of  the  tract,  but  do  show  that  said  warrant 
was  located  on  the  corresponding  tract  in  range  38,  and  that  the  loca- 
tion was  i)atented  December  1,  1859.'' 

The  decision,  the  appeal  from  which  is  now  before  me,  therefore  de- 
clared the  objection,  on  account  of  the  land  warrant  location,  untenable, 
but  found  the  tract  in  question  to  be  within  the  ten  miles,  or  granted, 
limits  of  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the  railroad  now  known  as 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railway,  and  within  the  twenty 
miles  limits  of  the  grant  for  the  Sioux  City  and  St.  Paul  Bailroad,  both 
of  which  grants  were  made  by  the  act  of  .May  12,  1864  (13  Stat.,  72). 

Said  decision  also  recites  that  the  line  of  roHd  first  named  was  defi- 
nitely located  opposite  the  tract  in  qiiestiou  September  2,  1869,  and 
further  that  said  tract  fell  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  of  Sep- 
tember 12,  1864.  It  held  that  consequently  the  land  is  not  subject  to 
disposal  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  this  reason  af- 
firmed the  action  of  the  local  office  rejecting  appellant's  application  to 
make  x>reemption  filing  for  the  tract. 

Au  examination  of  the  records  of  your  <»fflce  shows  that  the  applica- 
tion to  locate  the  land  warrant  herein  mentioned  described  the  tract 
which  was  subse<|uently  patented  under  said  location.  It  is  therefore 
manifest  that  the  marking  of  the  location  on  the  records  of  the  local 
office  as  in  range  39  was  an  inadvertence,  or  error,  and  that  it  in  no 
sense  constituted  a  disi>osal  of  the  tract  covered  by  such  erroneous 
marking. 

The  grant  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  companies,  in  section  one 
thereof,  granted — 

^^ Every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odd  numbers  for  ten 
sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  roads;  but,  In  case  it  shall  appear 
that  the  United  States  have,  when  the  lines  or  routes  are  definitely 
located,  sold  any  section  or  any  part  thereof,  granted  as  aforesaid,  or 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption  or  homestead  settlement  has  attacheil  to 
the- same,  or  that  the  same  has  been  reserved  by  the  United  States  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  cause  to  be  selected,  for  the  purposes  aforesai<l,  from  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  tiers  of  sections  above 
specified,  so  much  land  in  alternate  sections  or  parts  of  sections,  desig- 
nated by  odd  numbers,  as  shall  be  equal  to  such  lands  as  the  United 
States  have  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  appropriated,  or  to  which  the 
right  of  homestead  settlement  or  pre-emption  has  attached  as  afore- 
said," etc. 
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The  tract  in  question  bad  not  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of 
the  line  of  road  been  sold,  nor  had  any  right  of  pre-emption  or  homestead 
settlement  attached  to  it;  and,  so  far  as  the  records  show,  it  does  not 
appear  that  application  had  ever  been  made  for  it  by  any  settler  or 
claimant  whatsoever.  Neither  had  it  been  reserved  by  the  United 
States  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  mere  inadvertent  marking  on  the 
books  of  the  local  office  could  in  no  sense  be  regarded  as  a  disposal  of 
the  land.  No  one  was  seeking  its  ownership,  consequently  there  was 
no  one  to  whom  disposal  could  be  made.  It  could  not  be  construed  as 
a  reservation  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  (Cole  v.  Markley,  2  L.  D., 
847),  for  this  would  imply  a  purpose,  while  inadvertence  denotes  the 
absence  of  purpose,  or  that  a  thing  is  done  contrary  to  purpose  and  in- 
tention. 

This  tract  could  have  been  claimed  under  the  settlement  laws  by  any 
one  qualified  at  any  time  prior  to  said  definite  location,  and  had  it  been 
so  claimed  attention  would  have  been  called  to  the  erroneous  marking 
and  the  correction  would  have  ueen  made,  as  has  now  been  done.  This 
being  true,  the  conclusion  must  be  that  the  tract  was  public  land,  sub- 
ject to  disposal  under  the  general  laws,  and  therefore  that  it  was  subject 
to  the  railroad  grant. 

Your  office  decision  denying  McAndrew's  pre  emption  application  is 
affirmed. 


notice  of  heaiunos  and  decisioxs. 

Circular. 

Commissioner  Sparks,  to  registers  and  receivers,  and  surveyors-general, 

October  28,  1886. 

In  addition  to  the  registration  of  notices  of  hearings  and  decisions,  as 
provided  in  circular  of  October  16,  1884  (3  L.  D.,  140)  it  is  hereby  di- 
rected that  all  notices  required  to  be  given  by  you  of  your  decisions,  or' 
of  decisions  of  this  office,  involving  the  right  of  appeal,  or  the  exercise 
of  other  rights  within  a  certain  time  or  compliance  with  some  official  re- 
quirement, will  hereafter  bfe  served  bj'  you  personally  or  by  registered 
letter. 

When  i>ersonal  service  is  had  you  will  transmit  to  this  office  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  such  service  or  evidence  thereof.  When  service  is 
made  by  registered  letter  the  return  letter  receipt,  or  returned  letter  as 
the  case  may  be,  must,  in  every  instance,  be  sent  up  with  the  papers  in 
the  ease. 

The  costs  of  registration  will  be  paid  out  of  the  advances  from  the 
proper  appropriations,  and  estimates  therefor  will  be  embraced  in  the 
usual  requisitions. 

Approved : 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 
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REVIEW  DENIED. 
EbBOTT  V,   SCHAETZEL  ET  AL. 

Motion  for  review  of  decision  herein  (4  L.  D.,  587),  denied  by  Secre- 
tary Lamar,  October  30,  1886. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL:  ACT  OF  APRIL  21,  1876. 

St.  Paul  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co.,  et  al.  v.  Vannbst. 

Though  the  General  Land  Office  may  refuse  to  receive  }mi  appeal  froui  its  decinion 
not  filed  in  time,  it  has  no  authority  to  dismiss  such  appeal  if  it  is  received  with- 
out objection. 

There  is  no  authority  under  tlie  first  section  of  the  act  April  21, 1876,  for  the  coutir- 
matioD  of  an  entry  and  issue  of  patent  where  title  has  already  passed  from  the 
governmeDt. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  iSparJcSy  October  30,  1886. 

On  September  16, 1886,  counsel  for  Orlando  Vannest  filed  an  appli- 
cation for  an  order  directing  you  to  certify  to  this  Department  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  the  Saint  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bail- 
way  Company  and  the  Crookston  Improvement  Company  ».  said  Van- 
nest, involving  lots  6  and  7  of  Sec.  25,  T.  150  N.,  R.  47  W.,  and  lot  4  of 
Sec.  30,  T.  150  K,  R.  46  W.,  Crookston  land  district,  Minnesota. 

it  is  averred  that  your  office  on  May  28, 1880,  erroneously  decided  that 
the  application  of  Vannest  for  the  issuance  of  a  patent  for  said  lands 
under  the  act  of  April  21,  1876,  (19  Stat.,  35),  must  l>e  denied,  because 
patents  for  the  same  land  had  been  issued  by  the  Department  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  1879,  and  February  19,  1881,  which  were  still  outstanding, 
and  also  that  your  office,  on  September  1, 1886,  erroneously  and  unlaw- 
fully held  and  decided  that  an  appeal  from  its  decision,  dated  May  28, 
same  year,  filed  by  Vannest  oa  July  29,  1886,  was  not  filed  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  Practice  (4  L.  D.,  35),  and  therefore 
could  not  be  recognized  or  entertained. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  applicant  that  (1)  the  appeal  was  filed  in  time, 
and  (2)  that  by  said  act  of  April  21, 1876,  this  Department  is  compelled 
to  issue  patents  for  lands  when  the  entries  fall  within  the  class  men- 
tioned therein,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  patents  have  already  is- 
sued, and  are  outstanding  for  the  same  land. 

It  appears  that  the  appeal  was  filed  on  the  29th  day  of  July,  1886, 
and  the  decision  states  that  ^^  notice  was  mailed  to  Messrs.  Drummond 
and  Bradford,  of  this  city,  the  recognized  attorneys  for  said  Vannest, 
on  May  28."  If  that  statement  is  correct,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  ap- 
peal was  not  filed  within  the  prescribed  time,  and  could  be  dismissed 
by  the  proper  tribunal.  It  is  strenuously  urged  that  the  finding  in  said 
decision  that  the  notice  was  mailed  on  May  28th  is  not  Warranted  by 
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the  practice  of  yoar  office,  l^o  evidence  is  offered  that  said  letter  was 
not  mailed  as  alleged,  and  hence  there  is  no  reason  for  distarbing  said 
decision  upon  a  question  of  fact. 

The  appeal  was  filed  in  your  office  on  July  29, 1886,  and  was  not  re- 
jected until  September  17  ensuing,  as  appears  from  the  record.  After 
the  appeal  had  been  received  without  objection,  the  only  jnrisdiction 
that  could  be  exercised  by  your  office  was  to  transmit  the  case  to  this 
Department  for  final  action.    King  v.  Lietensdorfer  (3  L.  D.,  110). 

Eule  of  Practice  No.  82  provides  that'*  When  the  Commissioner  con- 
siders an  appeal  defective  he  may  notify  the  party  of  the  defect  and  if 
not  amended  within  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  service  of  such  notice, 
the  appeal  may  be  dismissed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the 
case  closed." 

Unquestionably  your  office  may  refuse  to  receive  and  file  an  appeal 
when  the  same  is  not  presente<l  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Rules 
of  Practice,  but  after  the  appeal  has  been  filed  and  no  objection  made 
thereto,  then  the  appeal  can  only  be  dismissed  by  this  Department. 

But  independently  of  the  foregoing  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was 
any  error  in  said  decision  refusing  to  issue  patent  for  said  lands,  or  that 
Yannest  has  suffered  material  injury  from  the  rulings  of  your  office. 

It  is  well  settled  that  a  writ  of  certioraii  can  not  be  demanded  as  a 
matter  of  right,  but  will  issue  in  the  discretion  of  the  tribunal  on  a 
prima  facie  showing  of  substantial  injustice  to  the  applicant.  F.  P. 
Harrison  (2  L.  D.,  767);  N.  P.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Schoebe  (3  L.  D.,  183);  Jacob 
Schaetzel  (4  L.  D.,  28). 

Said  decision  refusing  to  issue  patent  for  the  land  claimed  by  Yannest 
was  based  upon  the  authority  of  the  decision  of  this  Department  in  the 
case  of  the  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company  v.  Stinka  (4  L.  D.,  344),  de- 
cided on  January  25th  last,  wlierein  said  act  was  fully  considered,  and 
upon  authority  of  numerous  decisions  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court,  therein  cited,  it  was  held  that  ''application  for  the  confirmation 
of  an  entry  and  the  issuance  of  patent  thereon  under  the  first  section 
of  the  act  of  April  21,  1876,  must  be  denied,  where  it  appears  that  title 
has  already  passed  from  the  government." 

Counsel  for  the  api)licant  have  cited  several  departmental  decisions 
announcing  a  contrary  doctrine.  But  said  decisions  though  not  ex- 
pressly named,  yet  in  effect  were  overruled  by  the  case  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stinka  (supra). 

There  is  nothing  in  said  act  to  indicate  that  Congress  intended  that 
this  Department  should  issue  a  patent  for  lands  to  which  the  United 
States  have  no  title.  If  the  applicant  has  complied  with  the  terms  of 
said  act,  his  rights  must  be  asserted  or  defended  in  the  courts  of  the 
country,  for  this  Department  has  no  further  jurisdiction  over  the  land 
in  controversy. 

It  is  therefore  considered  that  said  application  be,  and  it  is  hereby, 
denied. 
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homestead  entry— act  of  june  8,  1872. 
Elisha  B.  Gates. 

Under  section  21105  of  the  Revibed  Statutes  the  time  allowed  for  military  service  is 
dedncted  from  the  five  years  residence  required  before  liiial  proof,  but  the  quality 
of  residence  and  cultivation  provided  for  in  said  section  is  the  same  as  under  the 
general  homestead  law. 

As  in  every  case  the  entryman  must  show  good  faith,  it  is  not  of  itself  a  suspicious 
circumstance  that  he  offers  (iual  proof  at  the  earliest  period  permissible  under  the 
law. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks ,  October  30, 188G. 

This  case  presents  the  appeal  of  Elisha  B.  Gates  from  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  August  28, 1885,  refusing  to  revoke  and  modify  the 
decision  of  your  office  dated  June  17, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his 
homestead  entry  of  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  23,  T.  114  N.,  K.  60  W.,  Huron 
land  district,  Dakota  Territory. 

It  appears  that  on  April  16, 1883,  (not  April  6th,  as  stated  in  decision 
dated  June  17, 1885,)  Gates  made  homestead  entry  No.  3331  of  said  tract 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  8,  1872  (Section  2304,  R.  S.), 
giving  homesteads  to  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors,  their 
widows  and  orphan  children. 

On  April  21, 1884,  after  due  notice.  Gates  made  his  final  proof  before 
the  receiver  of  the  local  land  office,  which  was  accepted,  and  final  cer- 
tificate Ko:  139  was  issued  for  said  land  on  the  same  day.  The  final 
proof  showed  that  the  entryman  was  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  head  of  a  family ;  that  he  settled  upon  said  land  on 
April  17,  1883,  and  built  a  house  thereon,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  one  story 
with  board  roof;  that  he  has  broken  and  back-set  twenty-eight  acres  of 
said  tract;  that  his  improvements  were  worth  $300.00,  and  that  he  has 
resided  continuously  upon  said  tract  since  making  his  said  entry,  with 
the  exception  of  three  months  of  temporary  absence.  With  said  proof 
is  filed  a  special  affidavit,  corroborated  by  two  witnesses,  alleging  that 
said  Gates  slipped  and  fell  on  the  ice  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1884; 
that  in  consequence  of  the  injury  thus  received,  he  was  disabled  for  six 
weeks,  and  unable  to  return  to  his  home  on  said  land ;  that  said  Gates 
was  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  and  lost  a  foot  and  part 
of  his  leg  above  the  ankle  joint  in  said  service. 

On  June  17, 1885,  your  office,  having  verified  the  allegation  of  military 
service  from  the  records  of  the  War  Department,  examined  said  entry 
papers  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  '^  because  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted fails  to  show  good  faith  in  the  premises."  On  January  7,  1885, 
counsel  for  Gates  made  a  motion  for  a  review  of  said  decision,  and  sub- 
mitted additional  affidavits  tending  to  show  compliance  with  the  home- 
stead law. 
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In  such  affidavits  Gates  and  his  three  witnesses  swear,  that  he  com- 
menced an  actual  bona  fide  residence  on  said  tract  on  Ai)ril  17,  18S3,  in 
a  good  house,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  having  a  double  board  roof  and  tarred 
paper  between  the  boards;  that  during  the  months  of  May  and  June 
of  said  year  he  had  twenty-eight  acres  of  the  land  broken,  the  stones 
dug  out  and  drawn  off;  that  during  the  fall  of  1883  he  had  the  same 
breaking  back  set,  i)ulverized  and  cultivated,  ready  for  crop,  during 
the  season  of  1884;  that  in  addition  to  this  twenty-eight  acres  he  con- 
tracted to  have  about  one  liundred  additional  acres  broken  on  the 
tract;  that  he  raised  no  crop  during  the  year  1883,  for  the  reason  that 
it  was  necessary  to  put  the  ground  in  proper  condition ;  that  he  did  not 
sow  the  twenty-eight  acres  until  the  first  of  May,  1884;  that  he  had 
purchased  the  seed-wheat  with  which  to  sow  the  land,  aud  had  the 
same  on  hand  at  the  time  of  making  his  final  proof;  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  prepare  the  bald  prairie  for  a  crop  <luring  1883;  that  in  May, 
J  884,  he  sowed  the  twenty-eight  acres  in  wheat  and  harvested  therefrom 
five  hundred  bushels;  that  during  the  month  of  June,  1884,  he  had 
twenty-three  ncres  additiotial  of  said  land  broken  and  ready  for  crop 
in  1885 ;  that  in  the  spring  of  1885  said  Gates  had  twenty  acres  addi- 
tional broken,  twelve  of  which  were  planted  in  corn  on  the  sod;  that  at 
the  time  of  making  said  affidavit  he  had  fifty  one  acres  of  wheat  and 
twelve  acres  of  C3rn  growing  in  good  condition  upon  said  land;  that 
since  he  established  his  residence  upon  said  traet  on  April  17, 1883,  up 
to  the  time  of  making  said  affidavit,  he  has  resided  on  said  tract,  and 
has  only  been  absent  about  three  months  during  the  fall  of  1883;  that 
when  he  went  away  he  intended  to  be  absent  only  one  month  to  attend 
an  important  law  suit  in  Pennsylvania,  his  former  home;  that  while  so 
absent  he  slipx>ed  and  fell  on  the  ice  and  injured  his  hip,  upon  the  same 
side  on  which  he  hius  a  wooden  leg  in  place  of  one  lost  by  amputixtion 
on  account  of  a  wound  received  while  in  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
that  said  injury  laid  him  up  for  six  weeks,  so  that  in  consequence  thereof 
he  failed  to  returu  to  bis  home  in  Dakota  for  three  months ;  that  he  has 
a  wife,  but  no  children,  and  that  his  wife  refused  to  come  to  Dakota  to 
live  under  any  circumstances,  on  account  of  her  fear  of  storms  aud  cy- 
clones. 

It  is  further  alleged  in  said  affidavit  that  Gates  is  fifty-nine  years 
old ;  that  while  serving  in  the  nrmy  he  lost  his  left  leg  below  the  knee, 
and  uses  an  artificial  limb ;  that  he  is  the  present  owner  of  said  land 
and  has  never  transferred  or  mortgaged  the  same;  that  said  tract  is  the 
only  land  he  owns  and  that  he  has  all  of  his  money  invested  thereon; 
that  he  has  no  intention  of  abandoning  the  land,  but  that  it  is  now,  and 
he  intends  to  keep  it,  his  home  and  further  improve  it  as  he  becomes 
able  to  do  so;  that  since  establishing  his  residence  upon  said  tract  he 
has  had  no  other  home  or  claimed  any  other;  that  this  is  the  only  claim 
he  has,  and  that  he  has  not  dug  a  well  on  the  premises,  because  he  get4i 
his  water  from  a  well  across  the  road,  on  the  land  of  a  neighbor;  that 
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he  bas  no  baru  on  the  land  for  the  reason  that  he  has  heretofore  hired 
all  of  the  breaking  and  cnltivating  done,  and  will  not  have  any  use  for 
one  until  he  takes  off  the  crop  for  tUe  present  season ;  and  that  while 
he  has  been  nnable  to  build  a  better  house  up  to  this  time — much  to 
his  regret — ^.yet  he  will,  if  no  accident  occurs,  buihl  a  better  house  in  the 
faM  ensuing. 

On  August  28, 1885.  your  office  refused  said  motion,  and  the  de- 
cision states  that  ^^(Jluimant  served  in  the  army  and  lost  a  leg  in  said 
service.  He  made  final  proof  within  the  shortest  period  allowed  by  the 
statute,  viz:  one  year — claiming  a  credit  of  four  years  for  army  serv- 
ice  This  office  views  with  suspicion  cases  where  the  entry- 
man  makes  final  proof  within  the  shortest  period  allowed  b>  legal  require- 
ments, when  good  faith  in  not  clearly  and  conclusively  shown,  by  the 
-charact^^r  of  the  improvements,  residence  and  cultivation.  If  Gates  is 
sincere  in  desiring  to  obtain  title  to  the  land  for  a  permanent  actual 
home,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  homes,  as  contemplated  by  law,  he 
may  submit  final  proof  anew,  when  he  can  establish  these  facts  to  the 
satisfaction  of  this  oiUce.  I  see  nothing  in  the  evidence  now  submitted 
which  entitles  the  claimant  to  a  reversal  or  even  modiflcation  of  my 
former  decision  in  the  case." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  former  decision  of  your  office  held  Gates's 
entry  for  cancellation  and  the  subsequent  decision  seems  to  so  modify 
the  former,  as  to  allow  Gates  to  submit  new  final  proof. 

Section  2305  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that,  ^'the  time  which 
the  homestead  settler  has  served  in  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps, 
shall  be  deducted  from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect  title 

but  no  patent  shall  issue  to  any  homestead  settler  who 

has  not  resided  upon,  improved  and  cultivated  his  homestead  for  a 
period  of  at  least  one  year  after  he  shall  have  commenced  his  improve- 
ments." 

It  is  evident  that  Congress  intended  that  the  time  allowed  for  mil- 
itary service  should  be  deducted  from  the  five  years'  residence  required 
of  the  entryman  before  the  issuance  of  final  certificate,  and  that  the 
residence  and  cultivation  required  of  the  discharged  soldier  or  sailor 
are  of  the  same  character  as  those  required  of  other  homestead  entry- 
men.  In  the  present  case  the  entryman  made  the  preliminary  affidavit 
required,  and  after  due  notice  made  his  final  proof  four  days  after  the 
expiration  of  the  year  from  the  date  of  settlement  and  residence  on 
said  tract  His  final  proof  was  made  before  the  local  land  officers  and 
to  their  satisfaction.  It  does  not  appear  that  said  proof  was  in  any 
respect  false  or  fraudulent.  The  supplemental  affidavits  set  forth  in 
detail  the  cause  of  Gates'  temporary  absence  from  the  land,  the  amount 
of  cultivation  done  upon  the  land  and  the  further  fact  that  since  making 
said  entry  Gates  has  continued  to  live  upon  the  land,  making  it  his 
home  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other. 

2278  DEO 14 
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The  mere  tact  that  the  homestead  eutryman  offers  his  final  proof  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed  by  law  is  not  of  itself  a  suspicioas 
circumstance.  In  every  case  the  eutryman  should  show  good  faith, 
whether  the  proof  is  offered  at  the  expiration  of  the  five  years,  or  within 
two  years  thereafter. 

The  local  land  officers  before  whom  the  final  proof  was  made  accepted 
the  same  and  issued  the  finnl  certificate.  The  supplemental  proof  sus- 
tains the  final  proof,  gives  a  reasonable  explanation  of  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  eutryman,  and  the  failure  of  liis  wife  to  live  on  the 
land.  There  is  no  adverse  claimant,  and  there  is  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  warrant  the  finding  that  the  eutryman  has  acted  in  bad 
faith.  It  is  therefore  considered  that  said  decision  canceling  said  entry 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed. 


final  proof— adverse  claimants, 
Quirk  v.  Steatton. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  sabniission  of  final  proof,  adverse  claimants  who  have  received 
due  notice  thereof,  must  appear  and  show  cause  why  such  proof  should  not  be 
accepted,  or  lose  the  right  to  be  subsequently  heard  therein. 

Sea-etary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  30,  188(5. 

On  April  21,  1884,  Francis  I.  Quirk  made  homestead  entry  for  Lota 
2,  3  and  4,  Sec.  6,  T.  108  N.,  R.  63  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota.  On  April  24, 
1884,  Bowman  L.  Stratton  filed  declaratory  statement  for  these  tracts, 
alleging  settlement  April  2l8t  preceding. 

Stratton  gave  the  usual  notice  of  intention  to  make  proof,  specially 
citing  Quirk.  In  accordance  with  said  notice  Stratton  submitted  proof 
on  December  20,  1884.  On  that  day  one  Edward  Devy  appeared  as  at- 
torney for  Quirk,  and  filed  the  following  request :  "  I  hereby  specially 
appear  for  said  Francis  I.  Quirk,  aud  ask  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  in 
the  above  entitled  case  to  determine  the  rights  of  both  parties  thereto." 
Said  request  is  indorsed:   "Filed  Dec.  20,  1884,  10:30  A.  M." 

Upon  the  question  of  ordering  a  hearing  the  register  and  receiver 
were  divided  in  opinion.  The  former  held  :  *^  An  order  for  a  hearing  is 
disallowed  for  the  reasons  that  it  appears  that  Quirk  was  specially  no- 
tified to  appear  at  this  office  on  December  20,  aud  show  cause  why  the 
proof  should  not  be  allowed  and  made  of  record.  He  gives  no  reasons 
for  his  failure  to  put  in  testimony  on  that  day.  And  this  proof  is  al- 
lowed aud  transmitted  under  the  instructions  contained  in  Marqnardt  v. 
Olson."*  The  receiver  held:  "1  do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the 
register.  I  think  a  hearing  should  be  ordered."  Your  office,  by  letter 
of  May  4, 1885,  affirmed  the  opinion  of  the  register  rejecting  the  request 
for  a  hearing.    Quirk's  attorney  filed  appeal. 

•  11  C.  L.  0.,  '-J13.  ^"^ 
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Qairk  was  specially  cited  in  order  tbat  be  migbt  present  objections 
to  tbe  final  proof.  Good  practice  and  despatcb  of  business  require 
tbat  be  sbould  appear  on  the  day  named  in  tbe  notice  and  submit  bis 
objections.  If,  bowever,  more  time  be  necessary  to  obtain  evidence,  or 
to  secnre  a  full  presentation  of  bis  case,  upon  proper  sbowing,  be  is  en- 
titled to  a  continuance.  In  the  present  case  Quirk's  attorney  did  not 
offer  to  cross-examine  tbe  witnesses,  nor  did  be  allege  any  reason  for 
the  postponement  of  tbe  case.  Had  be  shown  that  be  was  not  pre- 
pared for  trial,  or  tbat  a  continuance  of  tbe  case  would  in  any  manner 
benefit  him,  a  diilerent  question  would  be  presented.  On  tbe  showing 
made  by  tbe  record,  tbe  request  for  a  hearing  was  properly  denied,  and 
said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


practice^timber  cvlthre  contest, 

Davis  v.  Bott. 

The  contestant  having  offereil,  on  tbe  day  of  hearing,  to  cure  certain  defects  iu  hia 
application  to  enter  was  thereafter  entitled  to  procee<l  with  the  contest. 

Secretary  Lamar  tu  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  30,  1886. 

In  the  case  of  Clarence  IJ.  Davis  v.  Vallentin  Bott,  involving  the 
NB.  i  of  Sec.  10,  T.  108  N.,  R.  36  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Tracy,  Minnesota,  an 
appeal  has  been  filed  in  behalf  of  Bott  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
rendered  January  21, 1885.  The  material  facts  to  be  considered  herein 
are  as  follows : 

On  tbe  13tb  of  February,  1880,  Bott  made  timber-culture  entry  N^o. 
1269  of  tbe  tract  specified ;  and  on  the  13th  of  March,  1884,  Davis  filed 
affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  the  charge  being  a  failure  to 
comply  with  tbe  law  in  tbe  matter  of  planting  and  cultivating.  Hear- 
ing was  set  for  May  30,  1884,  at  which  date  the  defendant  appeared 
specially  and  moved  to  dismiss  the  case  on  the  following  grounds: 

First,  Because  the  affidavit  accompanying  the  application  to  enter 
under  the  homestead  law  was  sworn  to  before  a  notary  public,  who  is 
not  an  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths  in  homestead  cases ;  and 

Second,  Because  said  homestead  application  was  unsigned. 

At  tbe  same  time  the  contestant  offered  to  sign  his  said  application, 
and  have  it  filed  nunc  pro  ttmc,  and  also  ofiered  to  file  a  new  affidavit 
sworn  to  before  the  proper  officer. 

The  local  officer  sustained  the  motion  of  defendant  to  dismiss,  basing 
their  ruling  on  the  Bundy-Livingston  case  (1  L.  D,,  179);  but,  on  ap- 
peal, their  decision  was  reversed  by  your  office  in  the  decision  before 
mentioned,  and  the  contestant  was  allowed  the  right  to  proceed  with, 
his  contest,  under  the  ruling  in  Bennett  v.  Taylor  (2  L.  D.,  48). 

I  am  of  opinion  the  judgment  of  your  office  was  correct.  The  offer  of 
Davis,  made  on  tbe  day  set  for  bearing,  to  cure  whatever  defects  there 
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were  in  bis  contest  was  good,  under  the  rale  in  Ferrier  v.  Wilcox  (4  L. 
D.,  470),  and  cite<l  cases. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  affirmed,  and  the  contest  of 
Davis  will  proceed  in  regular  order. 


PKA  C  TICK— A  PPEA  L—E  VIDENCE. 
BUSHNELL  V.  BURTT. 

Rules  48  and  49  of  Practice  contemplate  the  reversal  or  modification  of  a  decision  of 
the  local  office,  if  it  is  contrary  to  existing  laws  or  regulations,  though  the  appeal 
therefrom  is  not  filed  in  time. 

When  testimony  in  a  contest  is  taken  before  an  officer,  other  than  the  register  or  re- 
ceiver, the  order  therefor  should  be  made  of  record  in  the  local  office. 

After  the  dismissal  of  contest  it  should  not  be  re-opened,  and  proceedings  had  there- 
under,  without  due  notice  to  the  defendant. 

• 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Comfnisnioner  Sparks,  October  30,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  D.  W.  Bushnell  v.  Harry  D.  Burtt,  in- 
volving the  hitter's  timber-culture  entry  No.  1404  on  the  SW.  J  of  Sec. 
4,  T.  114,  B.  75,  Huron,  Dakota,  on  appeal  by  Bushnell  from  your  de- 
cision of  May  8,  lb85,  holding  his  entry  for  cancellation. 

Your  said  decision  was  made  upon  the  appeal  of  Bushnell  from  the 
action  of  the  local  officers,  urging  that  said  action  was  irregular  and 
contrary  to  existing  regulations,  and  it  dismissed  the  appeal  because  it 
held  said  action  to  be  regular  and  proper  and  because  said  appeal  was 
not  filed  within  the  prescribed  time.  The  record  shows  that  said  ap. 
peal  was  not  filed  within  the  thirty  days  prescribed  in  Rule  44.  Rules 
48  and  49  contemplate,  however,  that  a  decision  of  the  local  officers 
shall  be  modified  or  reversed,  as  the  case  requires,  notwithstanding  a 
failure  to  file  the  appeal  in  time,  ''  where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  ex- 
isting laws  or  regulations."  As  irregularity  and  illegality  in  the  decis- 
ion of  the  local  officers  is  charged  in  Bushnell's  appeal  to  your  office,  I 
will  consider  his  appeal  from  your  decision  refusing  to  find  such  irreg* 
alarity  and  illegality. 

The  papers  before  me  show  that  Burtt's  timber-culture  entry  was  made 
March  5, 1883,  and  that  on  March  6,  1884,  Bushnell  filed  affidavit  of 
contest  against  it,  alleging  failure  to  break  during  the  first  year.  The 
testimony,  it  appears,  was  taken  before  one  I.  E.  Youngblood,  a  notary 
public,  on  May  22,  1884 ;  but  there  is  no  record  of  the  order  of  the  local 
officers  on  which  it  was  taken.  This  is  certainly  an  irregularity  on  the 
face  of  the  record.  It  was  perhaps  the  want  of  such  order  that  caused 
the  mistake  under  which  the  local  officers  afterwards  dismissed  the 
contest,  as  hereinafter  referred  to. 

It  also  appears  that  service  of  notice  of  the  hearing  was  made  by 
publication,  upon  Bushnell's  affidavit,  stating  that  Burtt's  residence 
was  unknown  to  him.     Under  settled  rulings,  such  an  affidavit  is  insuf- 
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ficient,  and  the  notice  ander  it  invalid.  Bjan  v.  Stadler  (2  L.  D.,  50); 
Parker  v.  Castle  (4  L.  D.,  84). 

Again,  it  appears  that  on  the  day  set  for  final  hearing  at  the  local 
office,  to  wit,  Jane  2, 1884,  Bnrtt's  attorneys  appeared  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  his  interests,  but  Bashnell  did  not  appear  in  person  or  by 
attorney ;  and  thereupon  the  local  officers  dismissed  the  contest  for  de- 
fieuiit  Afterwards,  and  on  the  same  day,  the  testimony  taken  before 
Youngblood  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for  what  reason  does  not 
appear.  And  still  later,  to  wit,  on  June  24, 1884,  Bushnell's  attorney 
filed  an  affidavit  admitting  that  he  had  neglected  to  appear  on  the  day 
set  for  hearing,  bat  alleging  that  said  neglect  was  not  Bashnell's  fault, 
and  at  the  same  time  and  for  said  cause  he  moved  the  re-opening  of  the 
case ;  and  thereupon  the  case  was  re-opened,  without  notice  to  Burtt's 
attorney,  the  said  evidence  was  accepted,  and  upon  it  the  entry  was 
held  for  cancellation.  Thin  was  manifestly  and  flagrantly  wrong,  for  it 
deprived  the  contestee  of  the  defence  which  he  had  offered  to  make. 

By  reason  of  the  aforesaid  irregularities  and  errors  the  said  decision 
is  reversed,  and  all  the  proceedingsjsubsequent  to  the  filing  of  the  affi- 
davit of  contest  are  hereby  set  aside,  with  leave  to  the  contestant  to 
proceed  anew  after  proper  notice. 


PRACTICE-SERVICE  OF  NOTICE. 

m 

Orowston  v.  Seal. 

Service  of  notioe  upon  a  non-resident  made  by  registered  letter  held  good,  it  appear- 
ing that  the  defendant  received  such  notice  more  than  thirty  days  before  the  day 
set  for  hearing. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  October  30,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Joseph  Crowston  i\  William  Seal,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office^ 
dated  May  3,  1885,  dismissing  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local 
land  officers  denying  his  motion  to  dismiss  Crowston's  contest  against 
Seal's  timber  culture  entry  No.  1256  of  the  NW.  |  of  Sec.  9,  T.  161  K, 
R.  63  W.,  made  November  17,  1881,  at  the  Grand  Forks  land  office^ 
Dakota  Territory. 

The  record  shows  that  Crowston  initiated  a  contest  against  said  en- 
try on  January  15, 1884.  On  March  10th  both  parties  appeared  in  per- 
son and  by  counsel,  and  upon  objectlou  made  by  counsel  for  contestee 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavit  the  loc:il  land  officers  report  that  ^^  the 
contestant  let  the  contest  drop  and  a  new  affidavit  was  filed  March  18^ 
1884,  and  summons  issued  March  27,  1884,  fixing  the  heuring  for  ^une 
4,  1884,  and  on  March  31st  Cox  and  Merriman  admitted  service  of  no- 
tice, and  on  April  19th  the  attorneys  for  contestant  mailed  a  copy  of 
the  notice  in  a  registered  letter  to  Seal,  which  he  received  May  2d, 
more  than  thirty  days  prior  to  the  day  of  hearing." 
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There  appears  in  the  record  what  purports  to  be  a  receipt  of  William 
Seal  of  '-Reg.  No.  148,  addressed  to  William  Seal,  Kennedy,  Minn.," 
with  directions  to  "return  to  Bennett  and  O.  Keefe,  Grand  Forks,  Da- 
kota;" also  a  receipt  of  R.  McDonald,  postmaster  of  Grand  Forks,  Da- 
kota Territory,  of  registered  letter,  parcel  No.  148  from  Bennett  and  O. 
Keefe,  addressed  to  William  Seal,  Kennedy,  Minnesota. 

At  said  hearing  Seal  appeared  specially  and  moved  to  dismiss  said 
contest,  on  the  ground  that  "  no  notice  of  the  hearing  in  said  action 
has  been  served  upon  the  said  claimant."  The  only  error  insisted  on 
by  the  appellant  is  that  no  service  was  perfected  upon  him  as  required 
by  the  rules  of  practice. 

Rule  of  Practice  No.  10,  under  which  said  contest  was  initiated,  pro- 
vides that  "  Personal  service  shall  be  made  in  all  cases,  when  possible, 
if  the  party  to  be  served  is  resident  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which 
the  land  is  situated,  and  shall  consist  in  the  delivery  of  a  copy  of  the 
notice  to  each  person  to  be  served." 

Rule  11  provides  that  "  personal  service  may  be  executed  by  any 
officer  or  person." 

Rule  12  provides  that  "  Notice  may  be  given  by  publication  alone 
only  when  it  is  shown  by  affidavit  of  the  contestant,  and  by  such  other 
evidence  as  the  register  and  receiver  may  require,  that  personal  service 
can  not  be  made." 

Rules  13  and  14  provide  how  publication  shall  be  made. 

Rule  15  provides  that  '*  Proof  of  personal  service  shall  be  the  writ- 
ten acknowledgment  of  the  person  served,  or  the  affidavit  of  the  per- 
son who  served  the  notice  attached  thereto,  stating  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  service." 

In  the  case  of  Parker  v.  Castle  (4  L.  D.,  84),  this  Department  held 

**  that  these  rules  have  in  effect  the  force  of  a  statute 

The  proper  basis  for  an  order  of  publication,  the  publication  by  adver- 
tisement, the  sending  of  a  copy  by  registered  letter,  and  the  posting  of 
copy  on  the  land,  are  all  constitutent  and  essential  parts  of  *  notice  by 
publication,'  and  the  absence  of  any  one  of  these  essentials  makes  in- 
operative the  efficacy  of  the  others,  if  the  defect  be  not  waived.  See 
Wallace  v.  Schooley  (3  L.  D.,  326)." 

In  the  departmental  decision  of  Milne  t?.Dowling  it  was  held  that  "the 
mere  fact  that  a  claimant  has  knowledge  of  a  pending  contest  against 
him  does  not  bring  him  into  court,  and  does  not  render  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  defend  his  claim."  See  also  United  States  v.  Raymond  (4  L.  D., 
439) ;  Miller  v.  Knutsen  (ibid.,  536). 

In  the  case  at  bar,  counsel  for  Seal  appeared  specially,  and  moved  to 
dismiss  for  want  of  proper  notice.  There  was  no  denial  that  Seal  re- 
ceived said  registered  letter,  sent  by  the  attorneys  of  the  contestant, 
and  while  it  is  not  enough  that  **  the  notice  was  sufficient  to  put  the 
claimant  on  inquiry,"  unless  <1ue  service  has  been  made  in  accordance 
with  Rule  of  Practice  No.  15,  yet  in  the  case  at  bar  it  would  seem  that 
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tbe  service  was  sufficient,  aud  the  motion  to  dismiss  was  properly  over- 
ruled. 

An  examination  of  the  whole  record  shows  no  good  reason  for  dis- 
turbing said  decision,  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY^COMMUTATION  PROOF. 

Evan  L.  MoRaAN. 

Commutation  proof  approved  for  patent  where  the  eutryman  died  after  the  submission 
of  final  proof,  which  if  not  altogether  satisfactory  with  respect  to  residence* 
failed  to  show  any  want  of  good  faith. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  October  30,  1886. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  attorney  for  Evan  L.  Morgan,  deceased,  from 
the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  13,  1885,  rejecting  his  commu 
tation  proof  and  holding  for  cancellation  his  cash  entry  No.  10023  of 
the  S.  i  of  the  l^W.  i  of  Sec.  8,  T.  113  N.,  R.  65  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Huron 
land  district,  Dakota  Territor3\ 

It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  said  Morgan  made  homestead  entry 
No.  2825  of  the  NW.  J  of  said  section  on  April  2,  1883.  On  June  26, 
1884,  Evan  L.  Morgan  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final 
proof  before  the  local  land  officers  on  August  15th,  same  year.  The 
register  and  receiver  were  satisfied  with  the  proof  and  allowed  said 
Morgan  to  make  proof  and  payment  for  said  land  under  section  2301  of 
the  Revised  Statutes.  The  final  proof  shows  that  said  Morgan  was 
a  single  man,  duly  qualified  to  make  said  entry;  that  he  settled  and 
built  a  house  on  said  land  in  September^  1883,  and  has  lived  thereon 
continuously,  with  the  exception  of  temporary  absences  of  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a  time;  that  his  improvements  consist  of  a  house  eight  by  ten 
feet,  forty  acres  of  breaking,  a  well — all  valued  at  $200. 

On  April  9, 1885,  said  entry  was  suspended  and  a  special  affidavit  was 
called  for  to  "show  the  number,  duration  and  causes  of  all  absences." 

On  April  27,  1885,  Edward  D.  Morgan  filed  an  affidavit,  corroborated 
by  two  witnesses,  in  which  it  is  averred  that  said  Edward  D.  Morgan 
is  the  brother  of  said  Evan  L.  Morgan;  that  Evan  L.  Morgan  died  on 
or  about  the  12th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  18S5;  that  he  commenced 
residing  on  said  land  on  or  about  the  20tli  day  of  October,  1883;  that 
during  the  month  of  November,  same  year,  he  left  said  land  and  went 
to  Wisconsin,  on  account  of  his  ill  health,  where  he  remained  until 
March,  1884,  when  he  returned  to  Dakota  and  again  resumed  his  resi- 
dence ;  that  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1884,  until  he  made  his 
final  proof,  he  was  compelled  to  work  at  his  trade,  as  a  printer,  in 
Huron,  to  support  himself,  being  unable  to  do  manual  labor  on  a  farm, 
on  account  of  ill  health.    That  during  this  time  he  was  never  absent 
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from  the  land  for  a  longer  period  tbau  two  weeks  at  any  one  time;  that 
he  returned  to  the  land  as  often  as  his  health  and  means  would  permit ; 
that  said  entryman  had  been  an  invalid  from  his  childhood  ;  that  his 
death  was  caused  by  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  had  made  him  a 
confirmed  invalid  for  a  long  time;  that  owing  to  the  ill  health  of  said 
Evan  L.  Morgan  it  would  have  been  unsafe  for  him  to  have  lived  on 
said  laud  during  the  winter  of  1883,  and  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  him  to  earn  his  support  at  his  trade.  Your  oflice,  on  July  13, 1885, 
considered  said  affidavit,  and  held  that  it  was  '' entirely  insufficient  as 
showing  the  actual  continuous  residence  required  by  law.  The  proof 
is  therefore  rejected  and  the  original  entry  and  the  certificates  are  held 
for  cancellation." 

Said  decision  found  that  Morgan  established  his  residence  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883,  and  there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  that  he  ever  intended 
to  or  did  abandon  the  land  or  change  his  residence  thereon.  Sickuesa 
and  poverty  have  always  been  held,  when  clearly  shown,  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  temporary  absences  of  the  entryman.  If  Morgan  were 
alive,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  showing  bad  faith,  he  would 
be  permitted  to  make  new  proof  showing  the  required  residence,  in 
case  the  proof  alrealy  furnished  was  held  insufficient.    His  death  pre- 

■ 

vents  any  further  compliance  ou  his  part.  He  made  cash  entry  of  only 
one  half  of  his  original  entry,  and  in  view  of  the  improvements  made 
upon  said  land,  as  above  set  forth,  the  ill  health  and  poverty  of  Morgan, 
and  the  absence  of  any  adverse  claim,  it  would  seem  that  said  cash 
entry  should  be  allowed  to  remain  intact  and  that  patent  should  duly 
issue  thereon. 

It  is  considered,  therefore,  that  said  decision  of  your  office  holding 
said  entries  for  cancellation  be  and  it  is  hereby  reversed,  and  the  case 
remanded. 


school  lands  in  washington  territory. 
John  W.  Bailey  et  al. 

The  a<;t  reserving  lands  to  the  Territory  for  school  purposes,  so  far  as  it  afiects  the 
reservation  of  such  lands,  is  the  same  i^i  effect  as  an  absolute  grant. 

By  the  act  of  February  26,  1859,  authority  is  conferred  for  the  selection  and  ap- 
proval of  indemnity  lands  to  cover  deficiencies  caused  by  fractional  school  sec- 
tions. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  November  3, 1886. 

The  matter  now  under  consideration  involves  the  right  to  enter  under 
the  homestead,  preemption  and  timber-culture  laws  certain  described 
lands  in  the  Walla  Walla  land  district,  Washington  Territory,  selected 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Walla  Walla  county,  under  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1859,  as  indemnity  for  school  lands  to  compensate  for  defi- 
ciencies by  reason  of  section  sixteen  being  fractional  in  quantity.    It 
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embraces  thirteen  cases,  which  were  transuiittecl  to  the  Department  on 
separate  appeals^  bat  as  they  all  involve  the  same  qaestion  they  will 
be  considered  together.    They  are  as  follows : 

John  W.  Bailey  for  the  S.  i  8E.  J  S.  8,  T.  7  N.,  R.  36  E. : 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

The  application  to  enter  was  in  each  case  rejected  by  the  local  offi- 
cers, whose  action  was  approved  by  the  Commissioner  by  letter  of 
Jane  26, 1884,  '^for  the  reason  that  the  Secretary,  in  his  decision  of 
December  7,  1883,  held  that  the  said  tracts  having  been  selected  as  in- 
demnity ander  the  grant  for  schools  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  are 
in  a  state  of  reservation,  whether  rightly  so  or  not,  and  are  not  subject 
to  sale  or  disposal  during  its  continuance." 

In  the  decision  above  referred  to  the  Secretary  refused  to  consider 
the  qaestion  whether  the  Oommissioners  of  Walla  Walla  county  were 
authorized  under  the  act  of  March  2, 1853,  to  make  said  selections^ 
^^  because  the  lands  applied  for,  being  in  a  state  of  reservation,  whether 
rightly  or  not,  are  not  subject  to  sale  or  other  disposition  during  its 
continuance." 

Counsel  now  insist  that  the  act  of  March  2, 1853,  gave  authority  to 
the  County  Commissioners  to  make  selections  only  in  case  the  defl' 
cieucy  arose  from  school  sections  being  taken  by  settlers  before  survey^ 
and  that  as  they  derived  no  authority  under  the  act  of  February  26, 
1859,  to  make  selections  to  compensate  for  deficiencies  where  sections 
sixteen  and  thirty -six  are  fractional,  or  wanting  in  quantity,  that  the 
act  of  said  Commissioners  making  said  selections  and  the  approval  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  same  was  without  authority  of  law  and  was  there- 
fore void. 

Hence  the  controlling  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  under  the  act 
of  February  26,  1851),  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  had  authority  to 
approve  such  selections  and  by  such  approval  to  reserve  said  lands  for 
the  purposes  indicated  by  that  act. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  pass  upon  the  question  so  elab- 
orately argued  Ity  counsel,  to  wit,  that,  if  there  was  an  absolute  want 
of  authority  under  the  acts  cited  for  the  action  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners or  the  approval  of  the  Secretary,  that  their  action  being 
without  legal  sanction  was  an  absolute  nullity,  and  did  not  render  such 
selections  operative  and  valid  so  as  to  reserve  them  from  entry,  because 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  question  I  am  satisfied  that  such 
selections  were  authorized  under  the  act  of  February  26, 1859,  and  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  thereof  was  a  legal  reservation  of  the  land 
for  the  purposes  indicated  by  the  act,  and  hence  were  not  subject  to 
entry  during  the  continuance  of  said  reservation. 

The  act  of  March  2,  li^53,  providing  for  the  territorial  government 
of  Washington  Territory,  by  section  20,  enacts: 

"That  when  the  lands  in  said  Territory  shall  be  surveyed  under  the 
direction  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  preparatory  to  bring- 
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ing  the  same  into  market,  or  otherwise  disposing  thereof,  sections  num- 
bered sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  each  township  in  said  Territory  shall  be 
and  the  parae  are  hereby  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied  to 
common  schools  in  said  Territory,  and  in  all  cases  where  said  sections 
sixteen  and  thirty-six,  or  either  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  occupied  by 
actual  settlers  prior  to  survey  thereof,  the  County  Commissioners  of 
the  county  in  which  said  sections  so  occupied  as  aforesaid  are  situated, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  locate  other  lands  to  an  equal 
amount  in  sections  or  fractional  sections  as  the  case  may  be,  within 
their  respective  counties,  in  lieu  of  said  sections  so  occupied  as  afore- 
said.^' 

It  is  very  evident  that  under  this  act  there  is  no  authority  to  locate 
or  select  other  lands  in  lieu  of  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  except 
where  said  sections  were  occupie<l  by  actual  settlers  prior  to  survey 
thereof;  but  in  such  cases  the  right  of  the  territorial  authorities  to 
select  is  unquestioned,  and  as  fully  authorized  as  in  the  case  of  a  grant 
to  a  state.  So  far  as  it  affects  the  reservation  of  the  land,  the  terms 
of  the  act  reserving  such  lands  to  the  territory  for  school  purposes 
have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  of  a  grant  to  a  state.  In  the  one 
case  the  lands  are  granted,  but  such  lands  are  not  granted  to  the  ter- 
ritories, but  simply  reserved  for  the  purposes  of  common  schools,  and 
while  such  reservation  does  not  amount  to  a  grant,  or  so  completely  to 
a  dedication  in  the  stricter  legal  sense,  as  to  withdraw  from  Congress 
the  power  of  disposition  over  them,  so  long  bs  it  continues,  it  has  for 
that  purpose  the  same  force  and  effect  as  a  grant. 

I  can  see  no  force  in  the  position  of  counsel  that  as  no  grant  what- 
ever is  made  to  a  territory,  but  simi)ly  a  certain  reservation  in  contem- 
plation of  a  future  grant,  there  is  no  means  for  fully  indemnifying  the 
peox)le  of  a  territory  for  losses  in  the  contemplated  grant  until  it  shall 
become  a  state,  because  the  act  establishing  the  territorial  government 
provides  that  sections  sixteen  and  thirty -six  "  are  hereby  reserved,"  and 
when  said  sections  or  either  of  them  shall  be  occupied  by  actual  settlers 
prior  to  survey  thereof,  the  county  commissioners  are  authorized  to 
locate  other  lands  to  an  equal  amount  in  lieu  of  said  sections  so  lost  or 
occupied.  Hence,  if  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  are  reserved  for 
the  purposes  of  common  schools  and  the  commissioners  have  authority 
to  select  lauds  in  lieu  of  lands  lost  by  settlement  prior  to  survey — the 
lands  so  selected  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  are  in  like  manner 
reserved  for  such  purposes. 

But  if  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  to  reserve 
lands  so  selected  under  the  act  of  1853,  the  act  of  February  26, 1859, 
not  only  solves  the  doubt  as  to  such  selections,  but  also  authorized  the 
selection  of  lands  to  compensate  for  deficiencies  where  sections  sixteen 
and  thirty-six  are  fractional  in  quantity,  or  where  one  or  both  are  want- 
ing by  reason  of  the  township  being  fractional,  or  from  any  natural  cause 
whatever.  It  is  under  this  clause  of  the  act  that  the  selections  now 
under  consideration  were  made. 
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The  act  of  February  26, 1859,  is  entitled  "An  act  to  autborize  settlers 
upon  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  who  settled  before  the  survey  of 
the  public  lands  to  pre-empt  their  settlements" — which  after  providing 
that  said  sections  shall  be  subject  to  the  pre-emption  claim  of  such  set- 
tler, further  provides — 

"And  if  they  or  either  of  them  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  reserved 
or  pledged  for  the  use  of  schools  or  colleges  in  the  State  or  Territory 
in  which  the  lands  lie,  other  lands  of  like  quantity  are  hereby  sippro- 
priated  in  lieu  of  such  as  may^  be  patented  by  pre-emptors,  and  other 
lands  are  also  hereby  appropriated  to  compensate  deticiencies  for  school 
purposes,  where  said  sections  sixteen  or  thirty-six  are  fractional  in 
quantity,  or  where  one  or  both  are  wanting  by  reason  of  the  township 
being  fractional  or  from  any  natural  cause  whatever;  Provided^  that 
the  lands  by  this  section  appropriated  shall  be  selected  and  appro- 
priated in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  adjustment  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  20,  1826." 

By  the  terms  of  this  act,  where  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  have 
been  reserved  or  pledged  for  school  purposes  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
and  settlement  has  been  made  on  said  sections  prior  to  survey,  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof  are  appropriated ;  and  the  words  of  the  act,  "  other 
lands  are  also  hereby  appropriated  to  compensate  deficiencies  for 
quantity,"  etc.,  clearly  indicates  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  enlarge  the  reservation  jirovided  for  by  former  acts,  so  as  to  reserve 
for  school  purposes  the  usual  quantity  of  lauds  contained  in  full  legal 
sections,  where  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  are  fractional  in  quan- 
tity, or  where  one  or  both  are  wanting  by  reason  of  the  township  being 
fractional,  or  from  any  natural  cause  whatever. 

Now,  it  is  very  clear  that  if  such  lands  are  appropriated  in  lieu  of 
sections  reserved  that  the  lands  so  appropriated  are  in  like  manner 
reserved,  depending  only  upon  the  subsequent  action  of  the  county 
commissioners,  the  certification  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  the  approval  of  the  Secretary. 

It  is  true  that  this  selection  and  approval  only  amounts  to  a  reserva- 
tion, and — unlike  a  selection  made  under  a  grant  to  a  State — is  a  matter 
over  which  the  Department  retains  full  jurisdiction  and  control;  but 
such  reservations  should  not  be  revoked  or  disturbed  if  they  have  been 
made  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  adjustment  provided  by  the 
act  of  May  20,  1826.  it  not  being  denied  that  these  selections  were 
made  according  to  the  principles  of  adjustment  provided  by  said  act,  I 
have  not  considered  that  question. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  I  affirm  the  decision  of  your  office  in 
refusing  to  allow  the  aforesaid  entries. 
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BLANK  FORMS  FOR  FINAL  PROOF, 
OlBCULAB. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers^  November  Ji,  1886. 

A  supply  of  blank  forms  for  use  in  pre-emption,  homestead  and  com- 
muted homestead  final  proofs  has  this  day  been  transmitted  to  yoa. 
From  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  these  forms  the  same  will  be  exclusively 
used  by  yon  and  no  proofs  will  be  taken  on  the  old  forms  thereafter. 

Yon  will  at  once  forward  by  registered  mail  or  prompt  conveyance  to 
each  clerk  of  a  court  of  record  and  to  each  judge  of  probate  in  your 
district,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  new  forms  for  their  immediate  use, 
and  will  instruct  them  that  these  forms  only  are  to  be  used  by  them, 
and  that  in  no  case  will  they  be  permitted  to  further  use  the  old  forms. 

You  will  promptly  reject  all  proofs  transmitted  by  such  officers  that 
are  not  made  on  the  new  forms  after  the  same  shall  have  been  distributed. 

Registers  and  receivers,  and  officers  taking  proofs,  are  enjoined  to 
use  the  utmost  strictness  in  the  examination  of  parties  and  witnesses, 
and  to  obtain  full,  specific,  and  unevasive  answers  to  all  the  questions 
propounded  in  the  new  forms.  This  course  will  obviate  the  necessity 
for  the  cross-examination  heretofore  prescribed  to  remedy  defects  in 
the  old  forms,  but  all  necessary  oral  cross-examinations  will  be  made 
by  attesting  officers  to  lurther  test  the  good  faith  of  claimants  and  the 
reliability  of  the  testimony  of  claimants  and  witnesses.  Officers  will 
certify  to  their  oral  cross-examinations. 

Registers  and  receivers  will  carefully  examine  all  proofs  now  in  their 
respective  offices  upon  which  certificates  have  not  been  issiled,  and  all 
that  may  be  transmitted  to  them  on  old  forms  before  the  distribution  of 
the  new  forms,  and  when  such  proofs  are  in  any  respect  unsatisfactory » 
they  will  return  the  same  and  require  new  proofs  to  be  made  on  the  new 
forms,  without,  however,  requiring  new  advertisements  unless  theoriginal 
advertisement  was  defective  or  proof  was  not  made  as  advertised. 

They  will  in  like  manner  examine  all  proofs  transmitted  on  the  new 
forms  and  will  not  issue  certificates,  nor  place  entries  on  record,  nor 
transmit  the  proofs  to  this  office  until  the  same  have  been  thus  examined. 
Defective,  insufficient,  or  unsatisfactory  proofs  will  be  rejected  and  new 
proof  required. 

Proofs  taken  by  other  officers  than  registers  and  receivers  must  be 
immediately  transmitted,  with  the  money,  to  the  register  and  receiver. 
When  any  interval  of  time,  other  than  that  required  for  immediate  and 
expeditious  transmittal,  elapses  between  date  of  proof  and  date  of  its 
receipt,  with  the  money,  at  tbe  district  land  office,  a  new  final  affidavit 
covering  date  of  receipt  of  proof  and  payment  by  the  register  and 
receiver  will  be  required  before  certificate  is  issued  or  the  entry  placed 
of  record.  Proof  without  payment  must  in  no  case  be  accepted  or 
received  by  registers  and  receivers.    All  discrepancies  between  date  of 
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proof  and  date  of  registei's  certificate  aud  receiver's  receipt  mast  be 
accoanted  for  by  certificate  from  tbe  register  and  receiver  attached  to 
each  case. 

Yon  will  furnish  all  clerks  of  coarrs  and  jndges  of  probate  in  your 
district  with  copies  of  these  instructions  for  their  information  and 
guidance. 
Approved : 

L.  Q.  G.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 


pre-emption^final  proof  and  payment, 

Lottie  Merwin. 

Payment  must  be  made  at  the  time  final  proof  is  submitted. 

AoHng  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  November  8, 1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  October  27, 1885,  transmitting  appeal 
of  Lottie  Merwin  from  your  office  decision  of  June  4,  1885,  rejecting 
her  pre  emption  proof  for  the  SB.  J  of  Sec.  4,  T.  129  N.,  E.  56  W., 
Watertown  district,  Dakota.  Her  declaratory  statement  was  filed  Oc- 
tober 15,  alleging  settlement  October  5, 1883;  proof  was  made  July  1, 
1884;  payment  was  tendered  February  23,  1885,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly 
eight  months  from  the  time  of  making  final  proof.  This  delay  in  tender- 
ing payment  is  your  reason  for  rejecting  said  proof,  in  accordance  with 
your  office  instructions  of  November  18,  1884,  holding  that  '^  proof  and 
payment  must  be  made  at  the  same  time,"  and  that  '^proofs  made  with- 
out tender  of  payment  must  be  rejected"  (3  L.  D.,  188). 

Claimant,  in  her  appeal,  alleges  that  she  had  expended  all  her  earn- 
ings in  the  improvement  of  the  land;  that  she  made  every  effort  to 
obtain  the  money  with  which  to  pay  for  the  land,  but  was  disappointed, 
and  *^  was  compelled  to  send  her  proof  to  the  land  office  without  the 
money." 

Bat  claimant  was  not  compelled  to  make  proof  within  nine  months 
after  settlement;  she  had  thirty -three  months  in  which  to  do  so.  If  she 
made  ber  pre-emption  claim  in  good  faith,  intending  the  land  for  her 
home,  DO  reason  appears  why  she  should  not  have  waited  until  such 
time  08  she  did  obtain  the  money  before  making  proof.  To  allow  par- 
ties to  postpone  payment  for  months  or  years  after  making  proof  would 
involve  additional  and  needless  labor  to  the  officers  of  the  government, 
and  caase  inextricable  confusion  and  complication  of  the  office  records. 
If  Miss  Merwin  desires  she  will  be  permitted  to  make  new  proof,  by 
showing  six  months  actual  residence  on  the  land  immediately  preced- 
ing final  entry.  This  will  of  course,  as  claimant  snggests,  involve 
additional  expense  to  her;  but  this  will  be  the  result  of  her  own  haste 
in  making  her  former  proof  when  she  had  not  the  money  to  make  pay- 
ment for  the  land,  and  when  it  was  unnecessary  to  do  so. 
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SOLDIERS'  ADDITIONAL  HOMESTEAD, 

MABY  J.   WOOLLEY  ET  AL. 

An  applicant  for  public  land  has  the  right  at  any  time  to  withdraw  his  pending  ap- 
plication and  thus  abate  his  claim. 

On  such  withdrawal  the  applicant  may  properly  revoke  a  power  of  attorney  given 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  claim. 

Where  through  misapprehension  as  to  the  rishts  of  the  minor  heirs  the  original  ap- 
plication for  the  right  of  additional  homestead  did  not  contain  the  names  of  all 
the  minors,  the  entry  is  allowed  to  stand,  patent  to  issue  in  the  name  of  the  minor 
orphan  children  of  tbe  deceased  soldier. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  November  9,  1886. 

In  April,  1878,  Mary  J.  Woolley  filed  by  guardian  her  application  for 
the  right  of  additional  homestead  entry,  and  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1878,  your  office  certified  that  she  as  the  minor  orphan  child  of  Andrew 
0.  Woolley  was  entitled  to  an  additional  homestead  entry  of  not  ex: 
ceeding  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  as  provided  in  section  23Q6  of 
the  Revised  Statutes.  July  18,  1882,  said  certificate  was  located,  and 
entry  No.  2532  allowed  at  the  Walla  Walla  land  office,  W^ashington 
Territory,  upon  which  entry  final  certificate  No.  719  issued.  In  May^ 
1882,  William  L.  Woolley,  Roan  M.  Woolley,  and  Hattie  C.  Woolley 
filed,  by  their  mother,  Emeline  M.  Summers,  guardian,  their  claim,  a» 
minor  orphan  children  of  Andrew  C.  Woolley,  of  right  to  make  addi- 
tional entry. 

Accompanying  the  proof  filed  with  said  claim  is  the  affidavit  of  Felix 
Woolley,  who  was  the  guardian  of  Mary  J.  Woolley,  to  the  fact  that 
the  minor  heirs  of  A.  C.  Woolley  at  the  date  (March  26,  1878)  of  his 
appointment  as  guardian  were  Mary  J.  Woolley,  William  L.  Woolley, 
Roan  M.  Woolley,  and  Hattie  (J.  W^ooUey,  aged  respectively  sixteen, 
eleven,  eight,  and  six  years.  On  this  showing  your  office,  by  its  decision 
of  February  7,  1885,  declared  the  entry  (final  certificate  719),  made  in 
the  name  of  Mary  J.  Woolley,  illegal  and  held  the  same  for  cancellation. 

April  20,  1885,  Messrs.  Drummond  and  Bradford,  attorneys,  were 
given  by  your  office  sixty  days  within  which  to  show  cause  why  said 
final  entry  should  not  be  canceled.  On  June  10,  1885,  they  filed  the 
affidavit  of  Emeline  M.  Summers  co  the  eftect  that  iier  application  as 
guardian  of  William  L.,  Roan  M.,  and  Hattie  C.  W^oolley  was  made 
through  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts  in  the  case  ;  that  she  did  not 
know  that  a  certificate  had  been  issued  and  an  additional  homestead 
entry  made  in  the  name  of  Mar^-  J.  Woolley,  one  of  the  minor  heirs  of 
Andrew  C.  Woolley,  deceased;  that  she  knew  an  application  had  been 
filed  by  Felix  Woolley,  guardian  of  said  Mary  J.  Woolley,  but  had  been 
informed  that  said  claim  had  never  been  certified ;  that  she  and  said 
Felix  W^oolley  were  informed  by  the  county  clerk,  and  so  believed,  that 
her  wards,  William  L.,  Roan  M.,  and  Hattie  0.  Woolley  were  not  en- 
titled to  any  portion  of  the  additional  entry,  because  they  were  the 
children  of  a  wife  of  the  soldier  married  after  the  war,  and  that  Mary 
J.  being  the  child  of  a  former  wife  was  alone  entitled  to  make  the  ad- 
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ditional  homestead  entry;  that  for  this  reason  the  names  of  her  said 
wards  were  not  included  in  the  first  application ;  that  she  is  now  in- 
formed that  an  entry,  final  certificate  No.  719,  has  been  made  in  the 
name  of  Mary  J.  WooUey  ;  that  she  believes  said  entry  was  made  in 
good  faith  and  that  its  cancellation  would  cause  innocent  purchasers 
to  suffer;  that  in  view  of  these  facts,  and  of  the  further  fact  that  the 
purchase  price  originally  agreed  upon  has  been  secured  by  said  inno- 
cent purchaser  and  will  be  equally  divided  among  all  of  the  heirs,  in- 
cluding her  wards,  she  now  asks  that  she  be  allowed  to  withdraw  the 
application  made  by  her  as  guardian,  and  that  the  entry  of  Mary  J.. 
Woolley  be  allowed  to  pass  to  patent. 

She  also  expresses  her  desire  to  revoke  the  power  of  attorney  given 
by  her  as  guardian  of  said  minors  to  Theodore  F.  Barnes,  to  secure  for 
them  tlie  right  of  additional  entry,  for  the  reason  that  said  power  was- 
executed  under  a  misapprehension. 

Ui)on  consideration  of  the  facts  above  set  out,  your  office  by  decisioi^ 
of  June  29,  1885,  adhered  to  its  previous  decision  holding  the  entry 
made  in  the  name  of  Mary  J.  Woolley  for  cancellation.  It  also  declined 
to  permit  Mrs.  Summers  to  withdraw  the  application  made  by  her  as- 
guardian  of  the  three  youngest  of  the  four  minor  children  herein  named, 
and  further  declines  to  recognize  the  revocation  by  her  of  the  power  of 
attorney  given  to  T.  F.  Barnes  to  prosecute  her  claim  in  behalf  of  said 
three  minor  children. 

In  my  judgment  this  was  error.    An  applicant  for  public  land  has- 
the  right  to  any  time  withdraw  his  pending  application  and  thus  abate 
his  claim.    I'his  is  a  matter  within  his  own  discretion,  and  I  do  not  see 
that  the  authority  to  so  exercise  his  discretion  exists  any  the  less  in  a 
guardian  than  in  an  applicant  claiming  for  himself. 

The  decision  appealed  from  states  that  "  Mrs.  Summers'  appointment 
as  guardian  was  to  conserve  the  rights  of  her  wards  and  not  to  waste 
or  relinquish  them,"  and  gives  this  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to  allow  her 
to  withdraw  her  application  or  revoke  the  power  of  attorney  given  in 
connection  therewith. 

While  the  principle  enunciated  with  reference  to  the  purpose  of  the 
appointment  of  Mrs.  Summers  as  guardian  is  without  doubt  correct,  it 
by  no  means  follows  that  her  withdrawal  of  the  application  filed  in  be- 
half of  her  wards  would  operate  adversely  to  their  rights,  or  that  it 
would  in  any  degree  tend  toward  a  waste  of  that  to  which  they  as  minor 
orphan  children  are  entitled  under  the  law.  On  the  contrary,  in  view 
of  the  facts  as  presented  by  the  record,  her  action  indicates  an  inten> 
tiou  and  effort  on  her  part  to  conserve  the  rights  ot  her  wards. 

Besides,  if  she  fails  to  act  in  good  faith  with  said  wards,  that  will  be 
a  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  authority  which  appointed  her 
guardian,  and  in  the  absence  of  anything  on  the  face  of  the  record 
tending  to  show  fraud,  it  must  be  presumed  that  she  has  acted  in  good 
faith,  as  well  as  on  her  best  judgment. 
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I  find  no  reason  for  interfering  with  her  discretion  in  offering  to  with- 
draw her  claim  as  guardian.  Having  reached  ihis  conclusion,  I  roust 
also  conclude  that  she  has  full  authority  to  revoke  the  power  of  attorney 
given  to  T.  F.  Barnes,  sinc^  the  withdrawal  of  the  claim  removes  all 
necessity  for  his  farther  employment  in  the  case,  if  it  does  not  of  itself 
work  a  revocation.  It  may  be  added  that  it  doed  not  appear  that  Mr. 
Barnes  objects  to  the  proposed  revocation. 

The  only  remaining  question  is  as  to  what  is  the  proper  course  with 
reference  to  the  entry  already  made  in  the  name  of  Mary  J.  Woolley, 
the  oldest  of  the  four  minor  children.  It  has  been  canceled  by  your 
office  decision  appealed  from,  but  the  local  office  was  instructed  in  said 
decision  to  permit  no  entry  or  filiogfor  the  land  embraced  thereby  uutil 
further  advised  on  the  subject. 

In  view  of  the  evident  misapprehension  under  which  the  original  ap- 
plication omitted  to  mention  all  the  minor  children  and  of  the  fact  that 
an  understanding  appears  to  have  been  arrived  at  among  the  heirs  by 
which  under  the  entry  already  made  their  respective  rights  will  be  pre- 
served, I  do  not  see  that  there  exists  any  necessity  for  the  cancellation 
of  said  entry. 

To  cancel  the  entry  would  work  a  hanlship  upon  those  who  hold  as 
assignees  the  land  covered  by  the  entry,  for  it  appears  it  has  passed  by 
«ale  and  purchase.  Moreover,  the  object  of  the  law  is  to  pass  title 
under  any  valid  claim  to  the  party  or  parties  entitled  by  virtue  of  such 
islaim ;  and  in  this  case,  since  it  now  appears  who  the  parties  are,  patent 
may^  I  think,  properly  issue  in  the  name  of  the  minor  orphan  children 
of  A.  G.  Woolley,  deceased,  though  the  entry  in  question  was,  through 
misapprehension,  made  in  the  name  of  but  one  of  them.  Under  such 
a  patent  the  rights  of  the  several  heirs  will,  if  necessary,  be  protected 
by  the  courts,  but  as  already  indicated  it  does  not  seem  at  all  probable 
that  there  will  in  this  case  be  any  occasion  for  an  appeal  to  the  courts 
for  the  purpose  named. 

Your  office  decision  is  reversed,  and  you  will  adjudicate  the  questions 
involved  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 


COAL  LAND  ENTRY;  PRACTICE, 
W.  F.  HAWES  ET  AL. 

The  qnalification  of  each  member  of  an  association  is  an  essential  element  in  its  right 

to  make  entry.  ^ 
After  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  been  filed  and  accepted 

the  case,  without  farther  action,  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  for  final 

disposition. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  Koveniber  12,  J  886. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  W.  F.  Hawes,  for  himself  and  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  and  also  as  agent  for  Alfred  B.  King, 
Henry  A.  Tidd,  Willis  Mallory,  and  James  Fisken,  from  the  decision 
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of  yoar  offi(;e,  dated  July  29,  1884,  lidding  for  caDcellatioa  coal  entry 
No.  1,  of  Sec.  8,  T.  14  S.,  R.  87  W.,  made  Juue  6,  188:J.  by  said  King, 
Tidd,  Mallory,  and  Pisken,  at  the  Gunnison  land  office,  in  the  State  of 
Colorado. 

It  is  shown  that  Mallory  and  Pisken  on  December  7,  1882,  filed  their 
coal  declaratory  statement  No.  204,  upon  the  N.  ^  of  said  section, 
alleging  possession  Ntiveraber  1,  1882,  and  that  King  and  Ti<ld  tiled 
their  coal  declaratory  statement  No.  205,  upon  the  S.  i  of  said  section, 
on  the  same  day,  alleging  ]>ossession  thereof  on  November  1,  1882. 
Your  office  decided,  on  July  20, 1884,  that  the  value  of  the  improvements 
on  each  tract  is  only  $150;  that  the  possession  of  the  parties  at  date 
of  entry  is  not  shown  nor  alleged  ;  that  the  agency  of  John  Hopkins, 
who  made  the  affidavit  as  to  the  character  of  said  laud,  is  not  shown, 
nor  is  his  affidavit  corroborated  as  required  by  paragraphs  34  and  35, 
of  circular  approved  July  31,  1882;  that  neither  of  the  claimants  made 
affidavit  as  required  by  paragraph  32  of  said  circular;  that  the  only 
authority  for  allowing  an  association  to  enter  G40  acres  of  coal  land  is 
by  section  2348  of  the  Revised  Statutes;  that  by  section  2350  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  only  one  entry  can  be  made  under  said  section  by  the 
8ame  person  or  association  of  persons,  and  no  association  of  persons, 
any  member  of  which  shall  have  taken  the  benefit  of  sections  2347-8-9, 
B.  S.,  either  as  an  individual  or  as  a  member  of  any  other  association, 
shall  enter  or  hold  any  other  lands  under  the  provisions  thereof;  that, 
if  said  entry  should  be  approved,  Mallory  and  Fisken  would  acquire 
an  interest  in  the  S.  i  of  said  section,  and  that  King  and  Tidd  would 
each  obtain  a  benefit  of  more  than  one  filing,  which  is  inhibited  by  the 
law  and  regulations  of  this  Department. 

On  September  22,  1884,  counsel  for  said  company,  claiming  to  be  the 
purchaser  of  said  land  from  the  parties  who  made  the  filings  and  entry, 
file<l  an  application  in  your  office,  asking  that  said  entry  be  corrected 
and  that  said  parties  be  permitted  to  make  entries  of  said  land  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  several  declaratory  statements  as  filed  in  said  local 
land  office,  and  also  that  an  investigation  be  ordered  to  ascertain  the 
regularity  and  validity  of  said  declaratory  statements  and  the  rights 
of  the  respective  parties. 

On  October  4, 1884,  said  Hawes  filed  in  the  local  land  office  an  appeal 
from  said  decision  holding  said  entry  for  cancellation,  and  the  same 
was  transmitted  to  your  office  on  October  9th  ensuing.  On  October  28, 
1884,  additional  proof  was  filed  in  your  office  by  counsel  foresaid  par- 
ties in  support  of  said  entry.  Other  papers  were  subsequently  filed 
in  support  of  said  motion.  On  October  21, 1885,  your  office  considered 
said  application  for  correction  of  said  entry,  and  the  papers  filed  in 
support  thereof.  The  papers  referred  to  are  copies  of  two  quit  claim 
deeds  from  said  declarants  to  said  company,  dated  December  2,  1882, 
the  consideration  in  each  of  said  deed  is  two  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
grantors  state  in  the  deeds  they  intend  to  convey  and  assign  to  said 
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company  ^^the  right  to  purchase  the  above  described  coal  land  and 
complete  the  title  to  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  parties  of  the  first 
part,"  and  your  office  found  that  if  the  parties  filing  said  declaratory 
statements  had  any  rights  in  said  land  by  reason  of  their  alleged  pos- 
session from  November  1  to  December  2,  1882,  they  were  transferred 
to  said  company  on  said  last  named  date,  by  said  deeds;  that  the 
possession  alleged  in  said  declaratory  statements  was  the  possesion  of 
the  company  as  against  the  declarants,  and  that  all  parties  appear  ta 
have  so  regarded  it,  since  the  company  proceeded  to  make  private 
cash  entry,  under  Section  2347  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  instead  of  per- 
fecting entry  under  Section  2348  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  your 
office  held  that  under  the  authority  of  the  departmental  decision  in  the 
case  of  Kerr  et  al.  v,  Utah  Wyoming  Improvement  Company  (2  L.  D.^ 
727)  said  entry  could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  to  patent. 

I  concur  in  the  conclusion  of  your  office  that  the  record  shows  that 
said  company  is  attempting  to  secure  title  to  said  section  withonr  fur- 
nishing the  proofs  required  by  law,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  record  shows  that  the  attorneys  for  claimants  requested  your 
office,  on  September  24,  1884,  that,  in  view  of  their  motion  for  a  cor- 
rection of  the  error  in  making  said  entry,  no  action  should  be  taken  on 
the  appeal  from  said  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  29,  1884,  until 
said  motion  shall  be  disposed  of.  The  appeal  appears  to  have  been 
filed  in  the  local  land  office  October  9,  and  received  in  your  office  October 
16, 1884,  and  the  decision  refusing  the  motion  was  rendered  October 
21,  1886. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Department  that  when  an  appeal 
has  been  filed  and  accepted,  the  only  action  that  can  be  taken  by  your 
office  is  to  forward  the  case  to  this  Department  for  final  disposition. 
King  V.  Leitensdorfer  (3  L.  D.,  110) ;  Vannest  v.  St.  P.,  M.  &  M.  Ry, 
Co.  (5  L.  D.,  205). 

A  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  discloses  no  error  in  said 
decision,  and  it  is  considered  and  adjudged  that  the  same  be  affirmed. 


military  re8er va tiox—na  tional  cemetery,  ^zzl 

Fort  Custer. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  November  12,  1886. 

Referring  to  the  letter  of  Acting  Secretary  Benet  of  the  first  instant, 
enclosing  the  papers  relating  to  the  proposed  military  reservation  for 
the  post  of  Fort  Ouster,  the  national  cemetery  on  the  site  of  Custer's 
battlefield,  and  the  limestone  reservation,  within  the  Crow  Indian  res- 
ervation in  Montana  Territory,  inviting  attention  to  the  endorsement 
of  the  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Army,  of  the  25tli  ultimo,  on  letter 
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from  this  Department  of  the  9th  of  July  last,  and  requesting  to  be  nd  vised 
whether  the  recommendation  therein,  to  dechire  a  reservation  of  36 
square  miles,  or  six  miles  square,  tor  Fort  Custer,  of  which  the  center 
shall  be  the  flag  staff  of  the  post,  and  a  reservation  of  one  square  mile 
for  the  national  cemetery  of  Custer's  battlefield,  will  meet  the  approval 
of  this  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  letter  with  its 
enclosures  was  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  for  re* 
port,  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  herewith,  bearing  date  the  11th 
instant,  and  signed  by  the  Acting  Commissioner. 

From  the  report  of  Indian  Agent  WilliamsDn,  resident  at  the  Crow 
reservation,  made  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  August  31st 
last,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  in  the  Acting  Commissioner's  report 
herewith,  it  apiiears  that  about  thirteen  Indian  families  have  received 
allotments  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  reduced  reserva- 
tion for  the  post  of  Fort  Custer,  as  designated  in  the  endorsement  of 
the  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Army. 

With  the  distinct  understanding  that  the  order  to  be  prepared  by  the 
War  Department  for  the  President's  signature,  declaring  this  reserva- 
tion, shall  provide  that  these  thirteen  families  shall  not  be  disturbed, 
but  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  where  they  are  now  located,  and  to  re- 
tain their  present  allotments  of  land,  and  be  permitted  tiie  free  and 
unrestricted  enjoyment  thereof  unless  they  shall  voluntarily  release  or 
abandon  the  same,  this  Department  will  interpose  no  objection  to  the 
declaration  of  the  reservation  as  stated  by  the  Lieutenant  General  in 
his  endorsement  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

As  to  the  limestone  reservation,  it  may  be  declared  or  not,  as  your 
Department  shall  deem  best;  but  I  am  of  opinion  such  a  reservation 
should  be  made. 


practice— appeal—stay  of  proceedings. 
Loop  v,  Vooehees  et  al. 

Pendiug  appeal  to  the  Department  all  proceediDgB  should  he  stayed  until  final  action 

ihereon. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  November  13,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Daniel  T.  Loop  v.  Charles  Hamilton  and 
James  W.  Voorhees,  involving  the  timber-culture  entry  of  the  latter, 
made  March  20,  1882,  at  Mitchell,  Dakota,  for  the  NE.  I  of  Sec.  11,  T. 
Ill  N.,  R.  69  W.,  said  case  being  before  me  on  the  appeal  of  Hamilton 
from  the  decision  of  your  office  of  April  11,  1885. 

Approving  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  in  said  decision,  the  same  is 
hereby  affirmed. 

Since  the  pendency  of  said  appeal  in  this  Department,  you  trans- 
mitted the  record  of  the  contest  by  Loop  against  said  entry,  from 
which  it  appears  that  a  hearing  was  had  in  said  contest  on  September 
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25,  1885,  and  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of  contestant  on  the  next  day, 
all  of  wliicli  was  during  the  ])endency  of  the  appeal  in  relation  to  the 
right  of  Loop  to  content  said  entry.  This  was  irregular.  All  proceed- 
ings should  hare  been  stayed  until  the  determination  of  the  questions 
raised  on  appe<')l,  but  as  no  objection  seems  to  have  been  made  to  sach 
proceeding,  the  irregularity  therein  is  not  deemed  sufficient  to  call  for 
another  hearing,  and  you  will  therefore  adjudicate  the  case  on  the  evi- 
dence and  record  as  now  before  the  Department. 


appraisement  of  lands— report. 
Fort  Hays. 

Id  case  of  action  under  tbe  second  section  of  the  act  of  July  5,  18H4,  the  appraisers 
must  take  the  oath  of  office,  unite  in  the  examination  and  appraiHement  of  the 
land,  and  snhmit  their  joint  or  several  reports  as  to  the  value  thereof.         • 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  November  13, 1886. 

I  have  received  and  considered  your  communication  of  the27th  ultimo^ 
transmitting  a  report  with  accompanying  papers,  from  two  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  appraise  a  portion  of  Fort  Hays  military  reser- 
vation in  Kansas,  under  the  act  of  June  11,  1884  (23  Stat.,  40),  author- 
izing the  sale  thereof  to  the  Ellis  County,  Kansas,  Agricultural  Society, 
and  recommending  the  approval  of  the  same. 

The  report  is  herewith  returned  without  approval,  for  the  reason  that 
only  two  of  the  three  commissioners  appointed  to  make  the  appraise- 
ment seem  to  have  united  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty ;  and  for  the 
further  reason  that  the  two  who  did  assume  to  enter  upon  the  dischargee 
of  the  duty  of  their  appointment,  do  not  appear  to  have  properly  quali- 
fied themselves  under  the  law. 

The  act  of  June  11,  1884,  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
sell  the  lands  in  question  to  the  Ellis  County  Agricultural  Society,  "  on 
such  terms  as  he  may  designate,  for  not  less  than  the  appraised  valae 
thereof,  such  value  to  be  ascertained  as  in  the  case  of  other  sales  of 
lands  subject  to  appraisement.  This  land  being  part  of  a  military  res- 
ervation, and  having  been  turned  over  to  the  Department  of  the  In, 
terior  by  the  War  Department,  commissioners  to  appraise  its  value  pre- 
paratory to  sale  were  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  2nd  Sec. 
of  the  Act  of  July  6,  1884  (23  Stat,  103),  which  provides  that  lands  be- 
longing to  military  reservations  turned  over  to  this  Department,  before 
being  sold  shall  be  surveyed,  and  "be  appraised  by  three  competent 
and  disinterested  men  to  be  appointed  by  him,  and  who  shall,  after 
having  each  been  duly  sworn  to  impartially  and  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  appraise  the  said  lands,  subdivisions,  and  tracts, 
and  each  of  them,  and  report  their  action  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior for  his  action  thereon."    The  land  had  already  been  surveyed. 
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It  thus  appears,  clearly,  that  all  three  of  the  appraisers  must  qual- 
ify by  being  sworn,  and  must  all  unite  in  the  duty  of  examining  and 
appraising  the  lands.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  they  must  all 
unite  in  making  a  joint  report,  or  that  they  must  all  agree  in  their  judg- 
ment as  to  the  value  of  the  lands.  There  might  be  a  majority  and  mi- 
nority report,  as  in  many  other  cases.  But  they  should  act  together 
in  examining  the  lands  and  forming  their  opinion  as  to  their  value. 
Each  one  is  entitled  to  the  judgment  of  the  other  in  the  discharge  of 
this  duty. 

The  papers  accompanying  your  letter  show  that  only  two  of  the  ap- 
praisers. Hays  and  Covington,  proceeded  to  the  lands  to  make  an  ex- 
amination and  appraisement,  while  the  third,  Mr.  Ely,  remained  away 
entirely.  He  afterwards  wrote  a  letter  explaining  his  absence,  and 
objecting  to  the  price  at  which  the  lands  were  appraised  by  the  two. 
Ko  evidence  appears  in  the  report  of  the  two  appraisers  that  they  were 
swoito  before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  This  is  a 
necessary  prerequisite,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  qualification  by  the 
appraisers  their  work  would  be  invalid.  The  report  should  state  that 
the  appraisers  were  duly  sworn,  and  the  oath  taken  by  each,  before  an 
officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  should  be  transmitted  therewith. 

An  appraiser  has  been  appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Ely,  and  his 
commission  is  transmitted  herewith. 

You  will  instruct  the  appraisers  to  re-examine  the  lands  and  make  an 
appraisement  thereof  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  herein,  submit- 
ting their  report  through  your  office. 


HOMESTEAD  ENTRY— CONTEST. 

Geeee  V.  Beown. 

Final  proof  Dot  having  been  submitted,  a  contest  is  allowed,  thongh  not  begun  within 

seven  years  from  tbe  date  of  entrj'. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  November  16, 1886. 

This  record  presents  the  case  of  J.  H.  Greer  v.  William  B.  Brown,  on 
appeal  by  the  former  from  the  decision  of  yonr  office,  dated  June  5, 
1885,  dismissing  his  contest  against  the  latter's  homestead  entry  No- 
3294,  of  the  NE.^  of  Sec.  14,  T.  9  S.,  R.  1  E.,  made  November  12, 1877, 
at  the  Salt  Lake  land  office,  Utah  Territory. 

It  appears  that  on  December  8, 1884,  said  Greer  tiled  in  the  local  land 
office  his  affidavit  of  contest  aga^'nst  said  entry,  alleging  abandonment, 
change  of  residence,  and  failure  to  settle  and  cultivate  said  tract  as  re- 
quired by  law.  Due  notice  was  made  by  publication,  fixing  January 
10,  18?<5,  for  the  hearing  of  said  case.  The  hearing  was  duly  held,  the 
entrj-man  making  default,  and  the  contestant  offered  his  testimony 
tending  to  show,  among  other  things,  that  said  Brown  never  resided 
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continuoaaly  ou  said  tract,  and  that  the  present  condition  of  the  land 
is  barren,  grown  up  to  woods,  and  without  any  improvements  whatever. 

Upon  the  testimony  submitted,  the  local  land  officers  recommended 
the  cancellation  of  said  entry,  and  reported  on  March  12, 1885,  that  they 
had  mailed  notice  of  said  decision  to  the  entryman,  informing  him  that 
thirty  days  were  allowed  for  appeal  j  that  in  case  he  did  no!:  appeal, 
said  decision  would  become  tinal;  that  the  time  allowed  for  appeal  had 
expired,  and  no  appeal  had  been  filed.  On  May  22, 1885,  the  local  land 
officers  transmitted  the  application  of  said  Brown  to  purchase  said  tract 
under  the  provisions  of  the  second  soction  of  the  act  of  June  15, 1880  (21 
Stat.,  237),  filed  May  18,  1885,  and  rejected  by  them  for  the  reason  that 
"contestant's  right  of  entry  attaches  when  the  judgment  in  his  favor 
becomes  final,  either  of  the  local  officers  or  on  appeal."  From  this  de- 
cision of  the  local  land  officers  rejecting  said  application  Brown  ap- 
pealed, and  alleged  that  he  never  received  notice  of  the  decision  of  the 
local  land  officers. 

Your  office,  on  June  5, 1885,  considered  said  appeal  and  held  that  the 
decision  of  the  local  land  officers  in  holding  said  entry  for  cancellation 
was  erroneous,  for  the  reason  that  the  entryman,  according  to  the  evi- 
dence presented  by  the  contestant,  complied  with  the  requirements  of 
the  homestead  law,  and  your  office  directed  that  Brown  be  allowed  to 
perfect  his  entry,  either  by  making  final  proof  thereon,  or,  if  he  should 
so  elect,  he  could  purchase  under  said  act. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  record  fails  to  sustain  the  conclusion  of 
your  office.  The  testimony  offered  shows  that  Brown  never  complied 
with  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence,  and  although  Brown  avers  that 
he  did  not  get  notice  of  the  decision  canceling  his  entry  until  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  appeal,  yet  he  did  not  at  any  time 
file  an  appeal  from  said  decision,  nor  did  he  allege  that  said  decision 
was  erroneous,  or  that  he  had  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
homestt'ad  law.  On  the  contrary.  Brown  applied  to  make  cash  entry 
of  said  tract. 

Although  more  than  seven  years  had  elapsed  from  the  date  of  said 
entry  prior  to  the  initiation  of  said  contest,  yet  the  entryman  had  failed 
to  make  the  final  proof  within  the  time  required  by  law,  and  und<^r  the 
ruling  of  your  office,  in  the  case  of  Kincaid  v.  Jeti'erson,  decided  October 
7,  1884,  (3  L.  D.,  136,)  ihe  entry  was  subject  to  contest.  The  applica- 
tion to  purchase  was  made  after  the  contestant  had  furnished  the  tes- 
timony upon  which  the  local  officers  recommended  the  cancellation  of 
said  entry,  and  no  appeal  was  taken  from  their  decision,  and  the  appli- 
cation therefore  came  too  late.    See  Friese  v,  Hobson  (4  L.  D.,  580). 

It  appears  that  said  application  to  ])urchase  was  returned  to  the  local 
land  officers  by  said  decision  of  your  office  without  any  mention  of  the 
right  of  ai)peal,  and  they  allowed  the  a])pHcation  and  issued  cash  cer- 
tificate No.  2814  on  July  3, 1885.  It  follows  that  said  cash  entry  must  be 
suspended,  the  entry  of  Brown  canceled,  and  if  Mr.  Greer  shall  duly 
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apply  to  enter  said  tract,  his  application  should  be  allowed,  and  in  that 
€vent  Brown's  cash  entry  should  be  canceled.  The  decision  appealed 
from  is  modified  accordingly. 


practices-timber  culture  contest. 
Gallagher  v.  Tarbox  et  al. 

A  contest  falling  within  the  terms  of  the  circular  order  of  dismisaal  issaed  on  the 
ruling  in  the  Bundy  case,  and  suhsequently  expressly  held  void  from  inception, 
was  no  har  to  the  reception  of  a  second  contest  which  should  have  been  received 
and  hold  for  the  final  disposition  of  the  former. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  November  16,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Thomas  Gallapjher  v,  William  H.  Tar- 
box and  Nelson  Waldron,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from 
the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  August  20, 1883,  sustaining  the  action 
of  the  district  land  officers  of  the  Watertown  office,  Dakota  Territory, 
rejecting  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  timber  culture  entry  No.  2686 
of  the  SW.  1  of  Sec.  34,  T.  112,  R.  56  W.,  made  September  3,  1879,  by 
said  Tarbox. 

The  record  shows  that  on  February  16, 1882,  Michael  Todhunter  filed 
his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  alleging  that  the  entryman 
had  failed  to  break  and  cultivate  said  tract  as  required  by  the  timber 
culture  law.  Notice  by  publication  was  made,  and  the  entryman  failing 
to  appear,  the  contestant  submitted  his  testimony  tending  to  prove  the 
truth  of  his  allegations.  The  papers  were  transmitted  to  your  office  on 
December  27,  1882,  as  appears  from  your  office  letter  dated  August  20, 
1883. 

On  January  13,  1883,  Gallagher  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry,  alleging  failure  to  comply  with  the  timber  culture  law,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  filed  his  application  to  enter  said  tract  under  the  tim- 
ber culture  law.  The  register  made  the  following  indorsement  upon 
said  application  :  "Rejected,  case  to  Commissioner  Dtcember  27,  18S2, 
subject  to  appeal."  On  January  25,  1883,  Gallagher  by  his  attorney 
appealed  from  the  register's  decision  rejecting  his  contest  affidavit  and 
application  to  enter  said  tract,  upon  the  ground  that  the  prior  contest 
was  illegal  from  its  inception,  for  the  reason  that  the  contestant  failed 
to  make  application  to  enter  said  tract  at  the  time  he  initiated  his 
<X)ute8t. 

On  August  20,  1883,  your  office  dismissed  Todhunter's  contest,  "  on 
account  of  the  contestant  not  having  filed  an  application  to  enter  the 
land  as  required  under  section  3  of  the  act  of  June  14,  1878,"  and  af- 
firmed the  actiiui  of  the  register  rejecting  Gallagher's  application  to 
contest.  •  Todhunter  did  not  appeal,  and  he  is  claiming  no  rights  in  this 
ease. 
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On  February  4,1884,  the  register  reported  that  Gallagher  wan  Dotifted 
of  the  decision  of  your  office  adverse  to  him,  and  of  bis  right  of  appeal, 
that  the  time  allowed  for  appeal  has  expired,  and  no  appeal  has  been 
filed  in  the  local  land  office. 

On  September  8,  1883,  said  Waldron  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
against  sai<l  entry,  with  an  a])plication  to  etiter  said  tract,  alleging  fail- 
ure to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law  as  to 
breakiug,  cultivation  and  planting.  Notice  was  made  by  publication 
and  November  14, 1883,  was  set  for  the  hearing  of  the  case.  The  entry- 
man  did  not  appear,  but  the  contestant  offered  his  testimony  in  support 
of  his  allegations,  and  the  local  officers  held  that  said  entry  was  for- 
feited and  should  be  canceled. 

On  April  23,  1884,  Gallagher  by  his  attorney  filed  two  affidavits,  al- 
leging that  he  never  received  any  notice  whatever  of  the  decision  of 
your  office  rejecting  his  application  to  contest  said  entry,  and  asked 
that  the  same  be  re-opened.  On  October  13,  1884,  in  response  to  your 
office  letter  of  October  1,  same  year,  the  receiver  reported  that  the  rec- 
ords of  the  local  laud  office  ^^  do  not  show  the  address  of  Thomas  Gal- 
lagher, nor  his  attorneys,  at  the  time  of  your  decision  dismissing  his 
appeal  from  the  action  of  the  local  office  in  rejecting  his  application  to 
contest  timber  culture  entry  2G86  of  Wm.  H.  Tarbox,"  and  that  by  a 
mistake  of  their  clerk  notice  of  said  decision  was  sent  to  the  wron^ 
attorneys  by  letter,  dated  August  28,  1883. 

On  January  15,  1885,  your  office,  reviewing  the  proceedings  hereto- 
fore had  in  the  case,  directed  the  local  officers  to  allow^  Gallagher  sixty 
days  from  notice  hereof  to  appeal,  and  that  he  must  serve  notice  of  the 
same  upon  the  adverse  contestant  Waldron.  Gallagher  filed  his  ap- 
peal in  the  local  land  office,  with  the  acceptance  of  service,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 4th,  same  year,  by  the  attorney  of  said  Waldron. 

The  grounds  of  error  alleged  are : 

(1)  That  Todhunter's  contest  was  illegal  in  its  inception  ; 

(2)  That  the  pendency  of  an  illegal  contest  is  no  bar  to  the  initiation 
of  a  legal  contest. 

No  answer  has  been  made  or  brief  filed  by  the  adverse  contestant 
Waldron. 

The  record  fails  to  show  just  what  action  was  taken  by  the  local  offi- 
cers upon  Todhunter's  contest,  except  that  the  papers  were  transmitted 
to  your  office,  by  letter  dated  December  27, 1882.  It  also  appears  that 
seven  days  prior  to  the  transmission  of  the  papers  in  Todliunter's  con- 
test, your  office  issued  a  circular  to  the  registers  and  receivers,  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  directing  the  dismissal  of  all  contests 
similar  to  that  of  Todhunter's.  This  was  twenty-four  days  prior  to  the 
application  of  Gallagher  to  contest  said  entry,  and,  besides,  your  office 
expressly  ruled  that  Todhunter's  contest  ^yas  illegal  in  its  inception^ 
and  said  decision  became  final  by  failure  of  the  contestant  to'  appeaL 
Todhunter's  contest  having  been  found  to  be  illegal,  was  no  bar  to  the 
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receipt  of  the  applicatiou  of  Gallagher  to  contest.  Tripp  et  al.  v,  Stew- 
art (2  G.  L.  L.,  707).  It  shoald  have  been  received,  and  when  the  judg- 
ment of  your  office,  that  the  prior  contest  was  illegal  in  its  inception, 
had  become  final,  Gallagher  should  have  been  allowed  to  proceed  with 
his  contest.  Durkee  v.  Teets  (4  L.  D.,  99) ;  Melcher  v.  Clark  {ibid.y  504); 
Churchill  v.  Seeley  [ibidem^  589). 

It  is  clear  that  Gallagher  could  not  be  deprived  of  his  rights  by  the 
failure  of  the  local  land  officers  to  notify  him  of  the  decision  of  your 
office.  Since  Waldron  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  long  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  time  within  which  Gallagher  had  the  right  of  appeal^ 
his  rights  must  be  held  subject  to  those  of  Gallagher,  who  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed  with  his  contest,  and  in  the  meantime  action  upon 
the  contest  proceedings  of  Waldron  will  be  suspended.  You  will  there- 
fore direct  the  local  land  officers  to  advise  Gallagher  that  he  will  be 
allowed  to  proceed  with  his  contest  within  a  reasonable  time  (say  ninety 
days),  and  submit  testimony  in  support  of  his  allegations. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 


timber  culture  entry— final  proof. 
George  Steable. 

Whether  the  final  proof  be  submitted  on  an  entry  made  under  the  act  of  1874,  or  one 
of  the  subsequent  acts,  it  must  be  specific  with  respect  to  the  planting,  cultiva- 
tion, and  growth  of  timber  trees. 

The  written  notice  to  a  losing  party  should  include  a  copy  of  the  adverse  decision. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks j  November  15, 1886. 

This  record  presents  the  ap[)eal  of  George  Stearic  from  the  decision 
of  your  ofQce,  dated  October  1, 1885,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local 
land  office  suspending  his  final  proof  on  timber  culture  entry  No.  781  of 
the  W.  i  of  SB.  J  of  Sec.  22,  T.  9  N.,  R.  13  W.,  made  August  22, 1874,  at 
the  Grand  Island  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

It  appears  that  the  entryman  offered  his  final  proof  made  before  the 
clerk  (ex  officio)  of  the  county  court  in  said  State,  and  the  same  was 
suspended  by  the  local  land  officers,  because  the  name  of  the  entryman 
was  spelled  in  a  (liff'erent  manner  in  the  proof  from  that  in  the  entry 
papers,  also  for  the  reason  tbat  the  proof  failed,  in  answer  to  printed 
questions  Nos.  3,  4,  5  and  6,  to  state  how  the  witness  knows  tlie  num- 
ber of  acres  planted  each  year,  or  how  he  measured  the  ground,  and  * 
also  fails  to  state  fully  in  answer  to  question  No.  9  the  number  of  trees 
growing  upon  each  acre,  and  the  means  of  knowledge  by  wbieli  the  wit- 
ness answers  said  questions.  The  local  land  officers  also  found  that 
one  of  tlie  witnesses  had  no  knowledge  of  the  claimant,  or  of  the  land 
at  the  tinte  said  entry  was  made,  nor  for  several  years  subsequently, 
and  that  neither  of  the  witnesses  states  in  what  manner  their  knowledge 
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was  obtained  as  to  the  Dumber  of  acres  cultivated,  or  the  size  and  num- 
ber of  trees  planted  thereon. 

Upon  appeal,  your  office  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  land  officers^ 
and  held  that  each  witness  should  know  the  claim  from  date  of  entry, 
and  if  no  such  witness  can  be  procured,  then  the  claimant  should  make 
an  affidavit  to  that  effect. 

The  claimant  appeals,  and  insists  that  *^  the  decision  was  contrary  to 
law."  In  the  argument  of  counsel  it  is  strenuously  contended  that  the 
register  erred  in  not  giving  counsel  a  copy  of  the  decision  of  your  of- 
fice, instead  of  stating  the  effect  of  it,  and  that  since  said  entry  was 
made  under  the  timber  culture  act  of  March  13,  1874  (18  Stat.,  21), 
under  the  circular  of  instructions  issued  February  1,  1882  (1  L.  D.,  28), 
a  claimant  who  made  entry  under  said  act  of  1874  is  not  required  to 
show  the  manner  of  planting  the  trees,  and  if  he  shows  himself  quali- 
fied, that  the  proper  number  of  trees  were  planted,  and  cultivated  for 
the  required  length  of  time,  and  that  at  the  time  of  offering  final  proof 
the  trees  are  of  ordinary  size  an<l  thrift,  the  claimant  has  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law. 

Section  7  of  the  act  of  1878  {supra)  provides  *'  that  parties  who  have 
already  made  entries  under  the  acts  approved  March  3,  1873,  and 
March  13, 1874,  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  shall  be  permitted  to  com- 
plete the  same  upon  full  compliance  with  the  provision  of  this  act;  that 
is,  they  shall,  at  the  time  of  making  their  final  proof,  have  had  under 
cultivation,  as  required  by  this  act,  an  amount  of  timber  sufficient  to 
make  the  number  of  acres  required  by  this  act." 

The  circular  of  February  1, 1882,  {supra^)  states  that,  ** Section  7  of 
the  act  (June  14, 1878,)  defines  the  meaning  of  the  term  *  full  compliance,' 
as  used  in  that  section.  It  is  that  the  parties  shall  show  that  they  have 
under  cultivation,  as  required  by  the  act,  an  amount  of  timber  suffi- 
cient to  make  the  number  of  acres  required  therein;  that  at  the  time 
of  making  final  entry  the  required  number  of  living  and  thrifty  trees 
are  growing  on  the  land." 

It  is  further  stated  in  said  circular  that  in  making  proof  under  the 
act  of  1878,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  manner  of  planting  under  that 
act  should  be  shown  to  have  been  followed  by  parties  making  entry 
under  said  prior  acts,  but  that  if  there  have  not  been  eight  years  of 
cultivation,  or  if  there  are  not  the  requisite  number  of  living,  thrifty 
trees  growing  on  the  land  at  the  expiration  of  eight  years  from  date  of 
entry,  then  final  proof  can  not  be  made  until  these  requisites  shall  have 
been  complied  with,  and  the  local  land  officers  are  required  to  carefully 
examine  the  evidence  when  final  proof  is  offered,  and  if  they  find  the 
«ame  sufficient,  they  will  issue  the  final  certificate  upon  payment  of  the 
final  commissions  allowed  by  law. 

The  general  circular  issued  March  1,  1884,  continues  in  force  the  pro- 
visions of  said  circular  of  February  1,  1882,  an<l  prescribes  the  forms  to 
be  used  (see  pages  31,  93,  and  94). 
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It  is  clear  that  the  claimant  failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  said  circulars,  and  the  local  land  officers  very  properly  suspended 
aaid  proof.  It  has  been  repeatedly  held  bj'^  this  Department  that  the 
claimant  is  entitled  to  notice  in  writing  of  an  adverse  decision,  either 
by  the  local  land  officers  or  by  your  office.  Eule  of  Practice  No.  17  (4 
L.  D.,  39);  Ballard  v.  McKinuey  (1  L.  D.,  483);  Elliott  v.  Noel  (4  L.  D., 
73)  5  Churchill  v.  Seeley  et  al  (Ibid.,  589). 

It  is  not  enough  that  the  local  laud  officers  inform  (he  losing  party 
of  the  effect  of  the  decision  adverse  to  him,  he  should  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the  decision,  in  order  that  he  may  fully  understand  the  same 
and  appeal  therefrom,  if  he  so  desires.  In  the  case  at  bar,  however,  it 
is  considered  that  the  claimant  has  not  furnished  proof  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, and  the  decision  of  your  office  and  the  local  land  office  suspend- 
ing the  same  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PR  A  CTICE—A  PPEA  T.— CERTIORARI. 
CASSIDY  V.  Arey. 

A  review  of  the  Commissioner's  action  cannot  be  secured  by  certiorari  when  the  right 

of  appeal  is  lost  through  failure  to  file  in  time. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroto  to  Gonvnissioner  Sparks,  November  15, 1886. 

In  the  case  of  David  W.  Oassidy  v.  Irene  H.  W.  Arey,  involving  the 
SE.  i  of  Sec.  18,  T.  108  N.,  R.  47  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota  Territory,  your 
office  on  the  17th  of  March  last  rendered  a  decision  adverse  to  Mrs. 
Arey,  and  held  for  cancellation  her  cash  entry  No.  6(549  embracing  the 
tract  specified. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  the  time  in  which  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  could  have  been  filed  expired  June  6th  following.  No  ap- 
peal then  having  been  filed,  said  cash  entry  was  thereupon  canceled. 
On  the  13th  of  August  last  an  appeal  was  filed  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Arey, 
but  your  office  refused  to  accept  it,  because  not  filed  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice.  Thereupon  was  filed  an  applica- 
tion for  certiorari  under  the  rules,  and  the  same  has  been  very  fully 
considered  by  me. 

The  motion  alleges  that  great  hardship  is  imposed  upon  Mrs.  Arey 
by  your  said  decision  of  March  17th  last,  while  at  the  same  time  ad- 
mitting that  her  legal  rights  in  the  premises  were  lost  by  failure  to  ap- 
peal as  above  stated.  But  it  is  urged  that  the  case  is  one  in  which  the 
supervisory  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  should  be  exercised 
as  provided  in  Rule  114. 

I  am  unable  to  see  the  force  of  this  contention.  Whatever  rights 
Mrs.  Arey  might  have  had  in  the  land  in  controversy  were  lost  by  her 
failure  to  appeal  from  the  said  decision  holding  her  entry  for  cancella- 
tion.   It  is  a  rule  in  this  Department,  grown  into  use  because  it  is 
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reasonable  and  becanso  it  subserves  the  public  interests  and  is  for  the 
good  of  the  practice,  that  certiorari  will  not  lie  where  the  appeal  was 
properly  denied  because  not  filed  in  time.  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  R.  R.  Co.  (2  B.  L.  P.,  324).  And  further  it  has  been  lately  ruled 
here  that  where  the  rules  of  practice  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  law, 
and  have  prescribed  a  ])laiu  and  adequate  course  of  procedure,  they 
are  to  be  followed;  that  in  such  cases  there  is  no  occasion  for  invoking 
the  supervisory  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ;  and  that  it  will 
not  then  be  exercised.  Stevens  v,  Robinson  (5  L.  D.,  111). 
Said  application  is  therefore  denied. 


iowa  swamp  laxds. 
Haedin  County. 

lu  adjustini;  claims  for  swamp  indemnity,  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  General  Land  Office 
is  authorized  to  order  re-examinations  in  tbe  field  of  the  laud  for  which  Indemnity 
is  claimed. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  November  15,  1886. 

On  the  10th  of  September  last,  Hon.  D.  B.  Henderson,  of  Iowa,  ad- 
dressed to  this  Department  a  communication,  inclosing  letters  from  J. 
Q.  Rathbone,  Auditor  of  Hardin  County,  lowa^  and  Isaac  R.  Hitt, 
agent,  respectively,  relative  to  certain  claims  for  swamp  land  indemnity 
under  the  jirovisions  of  acts  of  Congress  of  September  28,  1850  (9  Stat., 
619),  and  March  2,  1855  (10  Stat.,  634).  These  letters  were  called  out 
by  a  communication,  <iated  August  23,  1886,  from  your  office  to  Mr. 
Rathbone,  in  which  he  was  advised  that  certain  lands  on  account  of 
which  indemnity  is  claimed  "must  be  re-examined  by  special  agent 
before  the  account  can  be  satisfactorily  made  up,  which  examination 
will  be  made  at  the  earliest  practicable  day."  The  communications 
from  the  parties  herein  mentioned  constitute  a  protest  against  the  pro- 
posed action  of  your  office  as  indicated  in  the  quotation  above  made 
from  your  office  letter  of  the  23d  of  August  last,  and  ask  of  me  a  re- 
view and  reversal  of  that  decision  on  the  ground,  substantially,  that 
the  law  has  been  complied  with  in  the  examination  and  report  already 
made,  and  that  there  is  no  warrant  ot  law  in  forcing  a  settlement  upon 
the  basis  of  a  re  examination.  The  matter  was  referred  to  your  office 
for  report,  and  in  resi)ouse  to  the  reference  I  have  before  me  your  report, 
dated  October  20th  ultimo. 

Said  report,  after  reference  to  the  [provisions  of  the  act  of  1850  grant- 
ing swamp  lands,  and  to  the  act  of  1855  jiroviding  for  indemnity  for 
lands  granted  by  the  act  of  1850,  but  subsequently  sold  or  otherwise 
disposed  of,  proceeds  to  discuss  the  claim  covered  by  this  protest.    It 
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states  that  the' report  of  the  special  agent  of  your  office,  who  made  an 
examination  in  the  field  of  ihe  lauds  for  which  indemnity  is  claimed, 
together  with  the  testimony  taken  in  his  presence  as  to  the  character 
of  the  lands,  and  submitted  bj'  the  county  of  Hardh),  the  grantee  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,  reached  your  office  in  March  last.  It  further  states 
that  ^'  It  was  found  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  lands  is  shown  by 
the  field  notes  not  to  be  swamp  or  overflowed  'within  the  true  intent 
and  meaning'  of  the  grant  of  1855,  and  in  view  of  this  it  was  deemed 
best  for  the  interests  of  the  government  to  have  the  lands  covere<i  by 
all  pending  claims  of  this  class  re-examined  in  the  field  by  new  agents." 

You  state  that  where  re-examinations  have  been  made  the  result  has 
been  a  great  saving  to  the  government.  The  contention  of  protestants 
that  there  is  no  authority  of  law  for  ordering  a  reexamination  in  these 
cases  can  not,  in  my  judgment,  be  maintained.  The  evidence  already 
presented  as  to  the  claim  under  consideration  certainly  does  not  bind 
your  office  or  the  Department  to  a  final  adjudication  in  case  said  evi- 
dence is  not  deemed  satisfactory  or  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  To  hold 
that  it  does  would  be  contrary  to  reason  and  would,  in  effect,  lead  to 
the  final  a<ljudication,  certification  and  passing  of  rights  and  titles  in 
violation  of  the  law,  which,  as  to  claims  of  the  class  here  in  question, 
requires  "due  proof  before  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice." Who  is  to  be  the  judge  as  to  whether  the  evidence  constitutes 
due  proof?  Manifestly  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
who  is  to  pass  upon  the  proof,  and  whose  action  thereon  is  subject  to 
approval  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  Department  recently  had  before  it  in  the  case  of  certain  swamp 
laud  claims  in  the  State  of  Oregon  (5  L.  1).,  31),  questions  kindred 
to  that  here  involved.  In  that  case  I  took  occasion  to  use  the  follow- 
ing language  relative  to  lands  granted  by  the  swampland  act:  "While 
the  Department  has  adopted  general  methods  for  designating  such 
lands,  the  Secretary  is  not  restricted  to  any  plan,  but  may  adopt  and 
employ  such  agencies  as  may  in  his  judgment  satisfactorily  determine 
what  lands  are  of  the  character  granted  by  the  act."  If  the  method  of 
ascertaining  the  character  of  the  land  may  be  changed  at  any  time  in 
order  to  reach  a  satisfactory  determination,  and  thus  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  method  in  vogue  may  not  be 
employed  to  its  fullest  extent,  even  to  further  examination  in  the  field, 
as  proposed  in  this  case,  if  that  is  deemed  necessary.  As  stated  by  you, 
the  law  does  not  limit  the  scope  of  the  inquiry ;  neither  does  it  pre- 
scribe the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be  prosecuted. 

Concurring  in  the  views  expressed  in  your  report,  and  finding  noth- 
ing which  would  justify  my  interference  with  your  discretion  in  the 
matter,  I  must  decline  to  accede  to  the  request  contained  in  the  protest 
before  me. 
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HOMESTEA  D  CONTEST-^A BANDONMENT. 

HouF  V.  Gilbert. 

Abandonment  is  not  established  by  evidence  showing  frequent  and  protracted  ab- 
sences following  entry,  where  the  entryman  had,  prior  to  entry,  resided  upon  and 
improved  the  land  for  a  term  of  six  years  under  contract  with  a  railroad  company 
for  whose  benefit  the  land  was  then  withdrawn. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commmioner  Sparks^  November  15,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Milton  Houf  t?.  John  R.  Gilbert,  a«  pre- 
sented by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated 
May  21,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  No.  2213  of 
the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  21,  T.  6  S.,  R.  8  W.,  made  August  1,  1883,  at  the 
Helena  laud  office,  Moutana  Territory. 

The  record  shows  that  said  tract  was  within  the  limits  of  the  with- 
drawal for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  upon 
the  filinj(  of  its  map  of  general  route  April  22, 1872,  that  Gilbert  settled 
upon  said  tract  in  1876,  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  same^ 
and  continued  to  reside  thereon  with  his  family  until  July,  1882,  under 
a  contract  of  purchase  from  said  comi)any.  On  August  1,  l'S83,  said 
land  was  restored  to  the  public  domain,  and  on  that  day  said  Gilbert 
made  said  homestead  entry,  his  affidavit  haviuir  been  executed  before 
an  officer  of  the  county  in  which  said  tract  is  situat^jd. 

On  March  15,1884,  Houf  Hied  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said 
entry,  alleging  that  said  Gilbert  had  wholly  abandoned  said  tract;  that 
he  has  not  resided  thereon  for  more  than  six  months  since  making  said 
entry,  and  that  Gilbert  has  not  resided  on  said  land  with  his  family 
since  he  made  his  homestead  entry  on  August  1,  1883.  On  March  20, 
1884,  notice  issu  d,  summoning  said  Gilbert  to  appear  at  the  local  land 
office  on  April  30th  ensuing,  and  answer  the  charge  "  that  he  has  wholly 
abandoned  said  land  for  more  than  six  months  last  past."  The  testi- 
mony was  taken  before  an  officer  in  the  county  where  the  land  was 
situated,  and  that  of  the  claimant  tends  to  show  that  said  Gilbert 
settled  upon  said  land  in  1876,  and  made  improvements  of  the  value  of 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars;  that  he  lived  upon  the  land  continu- 
ously with  his  family  from  1876  until  1882;  that  his  leg  wa«  broken  in 
1880  and  he  was  unable  to  do  manual  labor  in  consequence  thereof: 
that  in  1882  he  sought  and  obtained  employment  as  superintendent  of 
the  Helena  Mining  and  Reduction  Company,  some  seventy  miles  away; 
that  he  removed  his  family  to  the  place  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
superintendent;  that  his  wife  was  sick  and  unable  to  come  back  to  said 
land  until  April,  1884,  and  that  the  claimant  was  on  the  land  at  the 
time  of  making  said  entry,  and  that  his  absence  was  only  t>emi>orary. 
The  testimony  of  contestant  tends  to  prove  that  said  Gilbert  has  not 
resided  upon  said  land  with  his  family  since  the  date  of  his  entry  and 
prior  to  the  initiation  of  the  contest. 
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Upon  the  evidence  submitted  the  local  land  officers  held  that  it  was 
not  competent  to  consider  the  acts  done  by  the  claimant  on  said  tract 
prior  to  the  date  of  said  entry,  for  the  reason  that  prior  to  that  time  he 
could  not  acquire  any  right  to  said  tract  as  against  the  United  States f 
that  since  the  date  of  his  entry  Gilbert  has  not  resided  upon  said  tract^ 
and  that  his  entry  shouUl  be  canceled.  On  appeal,  your  office  concurred 
with  the  opinion  of  the  local  land  offici^rs  that  the  acts  of  the  entryman 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  entry  ought  not  to  be  considered ;  that  the  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  entryman  had  not  acted  in  good  faith,  and  that 
hia  said  entry  sliould  be  held  for  cancellation. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  appellant  that  said  decision  is  erroneous  in  hold- 
ing— 

(1)  That  the  testimony  relative  to  improvements  made  upon  the  tract 
during  its  withdrawal  should  not  be  considered  as  material; 

(2)  In  hoUiing  that  Gilbert  did  not  act  in  good  faith ;  and 

(3)  In  not  dismissing  said  contest. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  entryman  could  acquire  no  rights  ^s  against 
the  United  States  by  virtue  of  his  acts  done  prior  to  the  date  of  said 
entry  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  upon  a  charge  of  abandonment,  such 
acts  showing  residence  and  valuable  improvement  upon  the  land  are  not 
proper  subjects  of  inquiry. 

This  Department  held  in  the  case  of  Geer  v.  Farrington  (4  L.  D.,  410),. 
that  as  between  settlers  upon  tracts  covered  by  an  uncanceled  entry 
priority  of  settlement  may  be  properly  considered.  It  has  been  re- 
peatedly held  by  the  courts  and  this  Department  that  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  settler  purchases  improvements  already  upon  the  land  or 
caused  the  same  to  be  made  after  settlement.  Timmons  v.  Gleason  (2 
C.  L  L.,  551);  Pruitt  v.  Chadbourne  (3  L.  D.,  100) ;  Kurtz  v.  Holt  (4  L. 
D.,  56);  Lansdale  v,  Daniels  (10  Otto,  113). 

It  will  be  observed  that  Gilbert  was  not  a  trespasser  upon  said  land 
prior  to  the  withdrawal.  Peterson  v.  Kitchen  (3  C.  L.  L.,  552).  Hia 
valuable  improvements  were  made  while  he  had  a  contract  of  purchase 
with  said  company,  he  had  lived  with  his  family  on  the  land  continu- 
ously for  a  longer  time  than  was  necessary  to  acquire  title  if  said  tract 
had  been  relieved  from  the  withdrawal,  and  at  the  date  of  the  hearing 
his  family  was  living  upon  the  land. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  counsel  for  the  contestant  that  said  Gil- 
bert committed  perjury  when  he  made  said  homestead  affidavit,  for  the 
reason  that  at  that  time  his  family  was  not  living  on  the  land.  But  it 
has  been  repeatedly  held  by  the  Department  that  residence  is  estab- 
lished from  the  moment  the  settler  goes  upon  the  land  with  the  intention 
in  good  faith  of  making  his  home  there  to  the  exclusion  of  one  else- 
where. Humble  tJ.  McMurtrie  (2  L.  D.,  161);  GrimshJlw  v.  Taylor  (4  L. 
D.,  330).  If  Gilbert  was  on  the  land  when  he  made  said  affidavit,  and 
had  the  bona  fide  intention  of  continuing  his  home  there,  then  in  con- 
templation of  law  his  residence  was  on  said  tract,  and  no  perjury  would 
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be  committed  if  his  family  was  temporarily  absent.  It  is  shown  by  the 
affidavit  of  a  physician  and  by  other  testimony  that  the  wife  of  said 
Oilbert  returned  to  the  land  as  soon  as  she  was  able,  and  althonp^h  the 
testimony  shows  that  Gilbert  went  to  the  land  only  three  or  four  times 
prior  to  the  initiation  of  said  contest,  it  does  not  sufficiently  appear  from 
a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  that  he  in  fact  intended  to  or 
did  abandon  said  tract. 

It  follows  from  the  foregoing  that  said  decision  is  erroneous  and  must 
be  reversed. 


TIMBER  DEPREDATIONS— SETTLEMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

A  claim  of  the  government  arising  from  timber  depredationH  is  for  an  nnnscertained 
amonnt  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  properly  find  and  determine, 
and  effect  settlement  for  with  the  trespasser  by  receivint;  payment,  in  fnll. 

The  amount  of  snch  a  clr«im  having  been  dniy  ascertained  and  fixed,  there  is  no  au- 
thority in  the  Department  to  compromise  the  same  by  receiving  in  payment  there- 
for a  less  sum  than  the  amount  found  to  be  dne. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  November  15,  1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
of  May  13,  1886,  relating  to  the  question  of  the  authority  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  compromise  and  settle  timber  depredation  cases,  referring  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  submitted  January  8,  1880,  upon 
this  subject. 

In  his  communication  (with  nference  to  this  opinion)  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  says:  ''  1  am  informed  that  since  the  date  of  this  letter 
from  the  Attorney  General,  a  copy  of  which  was  furnished  your  Depart- 
ment about  the  time  it  was  received,  all  applications  for  compromise  of 
claims  in  favor  of  the  United  States  arising  from  trespasses  have  been 
considered  and  disposed  of  as  provided  for  in  Section  3469,  R.  S."  (ex- 
cepting certain  cases  therein  referred  to).  Then  referring  to  the  regu- 
lations issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the.  General  Land  Office,  author- 
izing special  agents  to  receive  and  consider  propositions  to  settle  claims 
in  favor  of  the  United  States  arising  from  trespass,  where  the  same 
were  not  wilfully  committed,  says  :  "  1  know  of  no  authority  by  which 
an  executive  officer  can  compromise  and  settle  a  claim  in  favor  of  the 
United  States,  except  that  conferred  by  Sections  295,409,  3229  and  3469, 
Revised  Statutes."  He  brings  the  subject  to  my  attention  with  a  view 
of  securing  some  uniform  action.  To  this  end  1  submitted  the  commu- 
nication to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  report, 
which  is  now  before  me,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  transmit  herewith. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  doubting  the  authority 
of  that  office  or  of  this  Department  to  settle  and  compromise  such  oases, 
recommends  that  the  practice  heretofore  followed  of  entertaining  prop- 
ositions in  that  office,  and  this  Department  for  settlement  of  timber 
trespasses  be  discontinued. 
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While  1  concur  fally  in  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury 
that  there  is  no  authority  by  which  an  executive  officer  can  compromise 
a  claim  in  favor  of  the  TTuited  States,  except  that  conferred  by  section 
3469,  I  do  not  consider  said  section  as  a  restriction  upon  the  authority 
of  any  executive  officer  to  settle  a  claim  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
where  such  settlement  is  not  the  result  of  a  compromise,  but  a  settle- 
ment  in  full  payment  of  the  entire  amount  due  the  government  on  such 
claim,  and  where  such  settlement  is  made  by  the  Department  having 
control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  subject  matter. 

The  authority  conferred  by  Section  3469  is  alone  necessary  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  investigation  of  this  subject.  That  section  provides  that, 
<'  Upon  a  report  by  a  district  attorney,  or  any  special  attorney  or  agent 
having  charge  of  any  claim  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  showing  in 
detail  the  condition  of  such  claim,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  same 
may  be  compromisedj  and  recommending  that  it  be  compromised  upon 
the  terms  so  offered,  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  compromise 
such  claim  accordingly.  But  the  provision  of  this  section  shall  not 
apply  to  any  claim  arising  under  the  postal  laws." 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  question  of  authority  of  an  exec- 
utive officer  to  compromise  a  claim  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  except 
as  provided  for  by  the  section  above  quoted,  and  of  the  character  of 
claims  arising  from  timber  depredations  and  the  authority  to  settle 
the  same  as  exercised  by  this  Department,  I  have  been  nnable  to  con- 
cur with  the  views  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  that  no  proposi- 
tion for  tbesettlement  of  timber  depredation  claims  should  in  the  future 
he  ent<ertained  by  this  Department,  or  that  the  settlement  of  such  claims 
effected  through  it  is  the  exercise  of  a  doubtful  authority. 

It  seems  to  me  apparent  that  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  an* 
thority  of  this  Department  to  settle  timber  depredation  claims  arises 
from  the  use  of  the  words ''  compromise'^  and  ^<  settlement"  in  the  same 
sense,  or  else  the  impression  must  prevail  that  the  settlement  of  such 
claim,  as  now  authorized  and  executed  by  this  Department,  is  a  settle- 
ment made  upon  a  compromise  of  a  specific  amount  found  to  be  due. 

Speaking  of  the  regulations  issued  by  the  Commissioner  and  ad- 
dressed to  special  agents,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  says,  that  such 
regulations  ^'  contemplate  that  they  may  receive  and  consider  proposi- 
tions to  settle  claims  in  favor  of  the  United  States  arising  from  trespass 
where  the  same  were  not  wilfully  committed,''  and  adds  ''  I  know  of  no 
authority  by  which  an  executive  officer  can  compromise  and  settle  a 
claim  in  favor  of  the  United  States  except  that  conferred  by  Sections  295, 
409,  3229,  and  3469,  B.  S."  If  it  is  intended  by  this  that  no  authority 
exists  in  this  Department  to  settle  a  claim  upon  a  compromise  of  the 
amount  found  to  be  due,  I  concur  in  that  view ;  but  if  it  is  intended 
that  there  is  no  authority  in  this  Department  to  ascertain  and  determine 
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what  amount  is  dae,  and  to  settle  such  claiui  by  receiving  the  full 
amount  so  found  to  be  due,  I  do  not  concur. 

A  compromise  implies  a  mutual  concession,  or  an  agreement  to  receive 
in  payment  a  less  sam  than  the  amount  found  to  be  due;  and  \i  is  in 
this  sense  that  the  term  is  employed  in  Sec.  3469.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  settlement  of  such  claims  as  authorized  by  this  Department  is 
a  settlement  of  that  character. 

The  general  power  and  authority  conferred  upon  this  Department 
respecting  public  lands  includes  the  duty  and  authority  to  protect  from 
depredation  the  timber  thereon,  and  to  seize  what  is  cut  and  taken 
away  from  them  wherever  it  may  be  found.  It  follows  that  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  and  duty  this  Department  has  full  authority  to 
ascertain  and  determine  under  the  law  the  extent  of  such  depredation, 
the  value  of  the  timber  cut  and  destroyed,  the  character  of  the  trespass, 
and  when  the  amount  of  the  claim  has  been  ascertained,  to  receive  pay- 
ment of  the  full  amount  of  such  claim  in  satisfaction  thereof.  Wells 
V.  Nichols  (104  U.  S.,  447) ;  Wooden  Ware  Company  v.  United  States 
(106  U.  S.,  432). 

In  the  execution  of  this  power  and  duty,  special  agents  have  been 
appointed,  who  are  directed  to  investigate  and  report  upon  all  cases  of 
timber  trespass,  and  to  receive  propositions  for  settlement  of  the  same. 
The  instructions  issued  to  special  agents  require  the  trespasser  to 
submit  with  his  proposition  for  settlement  a  sworn  statement  showing 
the  character  of  the  trespass,  the  amount  of  the  timber,  its  value  when 
standing  in  the  tree,  when  felled  and  cut  into  logs,  when  delivered  at 
the  landing,  when  delivered  at  the  mill,  when  manufactured  into  lum- 
ber, and  its  value  in  its  position  and  condition  when  purchased  by  the 
party  in  whose  possession  it  was  found. 

In  respect  to  the  character  of  the  trespass,  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
case  of  Wooden-ware  Company  v.  The  United  States,  8upra,  have  an- 
nounced certain  rules  which  have  been  embraced  in  the  instructions  to 
special  agents.  Under  the  sworn  statement  so  furnished,  and  the  rules 
adopted  for  their  guidance,  the  special  agents  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  claim,  by  which  means  the  amount  due  the  government  is 
officially  ascertained  and  determined.  A  claim  due  the  government 
arising  from  timber  depredations  is  a  claim  for  an  unascertained  amount, 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  through  the  officers  and  agents  of 
this  Department,  finds  and  determines.  A  settlement  made  with  the 
trespasser  by  receiving  payment  of  the  amount  so  found  to  be  due  is 
in  no  sense  a  compromise,  but  payment  in  full  of  the  claim  due  to  the 
government;  and  I  caTn  see  no  reason  for  invoking  the  action  of  the  ju- 
dicial department  to  ascertain  and  determine  that  which  the  executive 
department  in  the  scope  of  its  authority  has  already  determined,  or  to 
enforce  payment  by  suit  when  the  trespasser  offers  to  discharge  his  lia- 
bility without  suit. 
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The  special  agents  may  report  the  character  of  the  trespass,  the 
amoQDt  and  the  valae,  or  either  of  these  facts,  different  from  that 
shown  by  the  sworn  statement  of  the  trespasser.  As  for  instance,  the 
trespasser  may  claim  that  he  is  an  innocent  purchaser  from  an  uninten- 
tional trespasser,  and  may  offer  to  pay  the  value  of  the  timber  at  the 
time  when  taken.  The  special  agent  may  report  that  the  trespass  was 
willful,  of  which  the  purchaser  had  notice,  and  may  recommend  settle- 
ment at  the  full  value  of  the  property  at  the  time  and  place  of  demand. 
Upon  further  investigation  by  the  special  agent,  or  upon  examination  by 
the  Commissioner  or  the  Secretary,  it  may  be  determined  that  the  pur- 
chase was  made  without  notice  of  wrong,  but  from  a  willful  trespasser, 
and  that  the  timber  should  be  settled  for  at  the  value  of  the  property 
at  the  time  of  purchase,  to  which  the  trespasser  may  agree  and  settle. 
While  the  amount  paid  may  be  greater  than  the  amount  originally 
offered,  and  less  than  the  amount  originally  reported  by  the  govern- 
ment officials,  it  is  not  a  compromise  of  the  claim,  but  a  determination 
from  the  facts  of  the  case  of  the  amount  due  the  government. 

If  after  that  amount  has  been  ascertained,  the  trespasser  either  de- 
clines to  pay,  or  is  unable  to  pay  it,  but  offers  a  less  amount,  there  is 
DO  authority  in  this  Department  to  compromise  the  claim,  but  the  fu- 
ture control  of  the  case  should  be  left  with  the  Department  of  Justice. 

This  question  was  incidentally  passed  upon  by  the  Solicitor  General^ 
acting  as  Attorney  General,  in  his  letter  of  August  23d  last,  addressed 
to  this  Department,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  timber  taken  from  the 
public  lands,  from  which  I  infer  that  the  Department  of  Justice  con- 
curs in  the  view  herein  expressed ;  but  as  this  question  was  not  directly 
involved  in  the  matter  referred  to,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  claim  it  as 
authority  for  this  opinion. 

Being  satisfied  that  this  Department  not  only  has  authority,  but  that 
it  is  its  duty  to  take  jurisdiction  of  and  to  settle  all  such  cases  in  the 
manner  herein  stated,  I  have  for  this  reason  so  fully  presented  the  mat- 
ter for  your  consideration,  with  the  request  that  if  you  should  not 
agree  in  this  opinion  you  will  concur  in  submitting  the  matter  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  his  opinion  thereon. 


agricvltural  college  lands— res  judicata. 

State  of  Kansas. 

Final  adjudications  of  the  department  will  not  be  distarbed  on  the  mere  allegation 

of  error  in  constraing  the  law. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  October  25,  1886. 

The  act  of  July  2, 1862  (12  Stat.,  503)  granted  to  the  several  States 
which  would  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts  a  quantity  of  land  to  be  apportioned  to  each  State,  equal 
to  thirty  thousand  acres,  for  each  senator  and  representative  in  Con- 
gress to  which  the  States  were  respectively  entitled  by  the  apportion- 
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ment  under  the  censas  of  1860.  The  act  farther  provided :  ''  Sec. 
^^  Fifth.  When  lands  shall  be  selected  from  those  which  have  been 
^^  raised  to  doable  the  minimam  price,  in  consequence  of  railroad  grants, 
^^  they  shall  be  compated  to  the  States  at  the  maximam  price  and  the 
^*  namber  of  acres  proportionally  diminished."  Under  the  provision  of 
said  act,  on  November  3, 1864,  the  State  of  Kansas  selected  the  lands 
in  controversy  herein,  embraced  in  "  List  3." 

7,682.92  acres,  so  selected,  were  within  even  numbered  sections,  and 
fell  within  the  limits  of  a  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  Leavenworth, 
Pawnee  and  Western  Railroad,  made  Jaly  17, 1862,  were  held  to  be 
double  minimam  lands,  and  were  certified  to  the  State  on  October  16, 
1865,  as  in  satisfaction  of  doable  their  area. 

In  March,  1880,  Hon.  S.  J.  Crawford,  as  attorney  for  the  State  of 
Kansas,  addressed  a  commanication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
claiming  that  the  lands  certified  to  the  State  as  doable  minimam  were 
not  legally  doable  minimam,  and  that  the  State  was  entitled  to  select 
an  additional  amount  of  lands  equal  to  the  amount  so  certified.  This 
claim  of  the  State  was  denied  by  yoar  office  January  17, 1881,  it  being 
held  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1853  (10  Stat., 
244),  the  even  sections  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  of  July  17, 
1862,  were  properly  rated  at  the  double  minimum  price.  The  case  came 
before  this  Department,  on  appeal,  and  on  May  13,  1881,  the  judgment 
of  your  office  was  affirmed.  Motion  for  review  was  filed,  the  qnestions 
involved  were  submitted  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  that  officer,  on 
Jane  17, 1881,  held  that  the  State  of  Kansas  ''has  now  no  farther  claim 
to  lands  under  this  act  of  July  2, 1862." 

Thus  the  matter  rested  until  June  1, 1885,  when  the  attorney  for  the 
State  filed  in  this  Department  an  application  for  review  of  said  decision 
of  May  13, 1881,  alleging  certain  errors  in  construction  of  the  law  gov- 
eruing  the  case.  This  application  was  referred  to  your  office  in  the 
usual  course  of  business  for  ''  examination  and  recommendation."  By 
letter  of  June  26, 1886,  your  office  reported  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
recommended  that  said  State  be  allowed  to  select  7,686.47  additional 
acres  under  said  act. 

1  am  unable  to  concur  in  such  recommendation.  All  the  questions 
now  arising  in  this  case  were  fully  presented  to  your  office  and  to  this 
Department  in  1881,  and  received  careful  attention  in  both  tribunals. 
In  addition,  the  questions  involved  were  submitted  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  that  officer,  in  an  elaborate  opinion,  concurred  in  the  views 
of  this  Department.  The  decision  rendered  May  13, 1881,  remained 
unquestioned  for  four  years,  and  now,  after  that  interval,  the  issaes 
therein  raised  are  presented  anew,  on  the  mere  allegation  of  error  in 
construing  the  law.  To  open  the  case  now,  on  such  showing,  would  be 
to  invite  the  re-examination  by  this  Department  of  all  questions  decided 
during  that  time,  in  which  errors  of  law  might  be  alleged.  Such  an 
undertaking  cannot  be  assumed.    It  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  practice 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  245 

of  coarts  and  of  this  Departtneot.  I  mnst  therefore  decline  to  re-exam- 
ine the  questions  involved,  as  here  presented,  and  the  application  is 
accordingly  denied. 


accounts^local  office, 

Circular, 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  receiver's  of  public  moneys^  N'ovember  6, 1886. 

In  order  to  secure  nniformity  in  the  preparation  of  your  accounts  rel- 
ative to  moneys  received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  and  for 
clerical  services  rendered  in  contest  cases,  under  the  act  of  August  4, 
1886,  the  followiug  method  will  be  observed: 

You  will  credit  the  United  States  in  your  accounts  as  receiver  with 
the  gross  amount  of  all  fees  received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing, 
except  such  sums  as  are  paid  by  you  for  clerk  hire  in  contest  cases, 
which  sums  must  be  deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds  received,  and 
should  not  be  inolnded  in  the  amounts  so  credited.  You  will  also  debit 
the  United  States  with  your  deposits  of  such  receipts  exclusive  of  the 
amounts  for  clerk  hire  referred  to  above.  In  the  special  disbursing 
accounts  for  clerical  service  in  reducing  testimony  in  contest  cases,  you 
will  credit  the  United  States  with  the  amounts  of  the  deposits  made  by 
contestants  and  that  were  necessary  to  pay  for  clerk  hire,  in  reducing 
such  testimony,  and  will  debit  the  United  States  with  disbursements  for 
that  service,  supporting  the  account  with  sworn  statements  and  proper 
vouchers.    This  account  should  exactly  balance. 

The  excess  of  receipts  from  fees  over  the  expenses  of  clerical  service 
must  be  reported  in  your  receiver's  weekly  statements,  monthly  fee 
statements  and  in  your  quarterly  and  monthly  accounts-current. 

Yon  will  also  report  in  detail  on  your  receiver's  monthly  statements, 
form  4-146,  all  receipts  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  and  also  enter 
on  the  same  the  expenses  incurred  for  clerical  service. 

Approved : 

L.  Q.  G.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 


practice'-failure  to  appeal  from  local  office. 

Morrison  v.  MoRissick. 

Under  Rale  48  of  Practice  failure  to  appeal  may  be  concluHlve  an  to  the  rights  of  the 
parties,  bat  wUl  not  preclade  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  from 
reviewing  the  decision  of  the  local  office. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  N'ovember  18,  1886. 

Charles  McKissick  made  homestead  entry  of  the  W.  J  of  NW.  4,  the 
NE.  i  of  N W.  J,  and  the  N W.  J  of  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  133  N.,  B. 
48  W.,  Fargo,  Dakota,  September  23,  1881,  and  commuted  the  same  to 
cash  entry  October  7,  1882. 
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November  9  following,  John  Morrison  filed  an  affidavit  of  cx>ute8ty 
alleging  first,  ''  that  McKissick  has  not  resided  continuously  on  the 
land,  but  has  abandoned  it  for  more  than  six  months;  second,  that  his 
family  have  never  resided  on  the  place  ^'^  and  third,  that  notice  of  final 
proof  was  not  published  in  a  paper  nearest  the  laud.  This  affidavit 
of  contest  was  transmitted  to  your  office  under  Rules  of  Practice  6  and 
7,  upon  which  a  hearing  was  ordered. 

By  agreement  of  parties  testimony  was  taken  and  reduced  to  writing 
before  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for  Richland  county,  Dakota  Ter- 
ritory, on  which  the  local  officers  rendered  the  following  decision: 

'<  Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  has  failed  to  establish  the  truth  of  his  al- 
legation, or  to  make  out  a  case  against  the  defendant,  and  that  the 
contest  should  be  dismissed.'' 

From  this  decision  Morrison  failed  to  appeal. 

Your  office  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  officers,  and  held  that  the 
contestant  did  establish  his  allegation  of  non- residence;  that  the  claim- 
ant's plea  of  poverty  and  feeble  health  was  not  a  satisfactory  excuse 
for  his  absence;  that  he  had  ample  means  and  opportunity  to  establish 
and  maintain  his  residence  on  the  land,  and  failed  to  do  so  because  he 
found  employment  elsewhere  more  remunerative.  For  these  reasons, 
you  held  his  entry  for  cancellation,  and  allowed  the  preference  right  of 
contestant  in  the  event  of  final  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

From  this  action  McKissick  appealed,  alleging  among  his  grounds 
of  appeal — 

^^That  the  Honorable  Commissioner  erred  in  taking  jurisdiction  of 
the  case  to  render  the  decision  complained  of,  the  district  officers  hav- 
ing agreed  in  finding  from  the  testimony  that  the  allegations  of  the 
contestant  were  not  sustained,  and  no  appeal  having  been  taken  from 
their  finding." 

Counsel  for  claimant  in  support  of  this  denial  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Commissioner  rely  upon  the  48th  Rule  of  Practice,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

*<  In  case  of  a  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers, 
their  decision  will  be  considered  final  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
will  be  disturbed  by  the  Commissioner  only  as  follows : 

<<  1st.  Where  fraud  or  gross  irregularity  is  suggested  on  the  face  of 
the  papers. 

''2d.  Where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  existing;  laws  or  regulations. 

"3d.  In  event  of  disagreeing  decisions  by  the  local  officers. 

"4th.  Where  it  is  not  shown  that  the  party  against  whom  the  decision 
was  rendered  was  duly  notified  of  his  right  of  appeal." 

By  reference  to  the  preceding  rules  (44  and  46),  embraced  in  this 
chapter,  it  is  apparent  that  this  rule  was  only  intended  to  apply  to  par- 
ties with  reference  to  their  rights  as  between  themselves,  and  not  to 
operate  as  a  restriction  upon  the  power  or  authority  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  reject  or  approve  the  finding  of  the  local  officers  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  or  their  decision  upon  the  law  applicable  thereto.    The 
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action  of  the  register  aud  receiver  is  in  no  sense  final  as  to  the  rights 
of  the  government,  but  in  all  cases  their  decision  either  upon  the  law 
or  facts  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner,  whether  direct- 
ing the  cancellation  of  an  entry  or  approving  it  for  patent.  If  the  de- 
cision of  the  register  and  receiver  has  no  force  or  effect  to  direct  the 
cancellation  of  an  entry,  or  to  authorize  the  issuance  of  a  patent,  uuless 
approved  by  the  Commissioner,  it  follows  that  their  decision  would  be 
inoperative,  whether  appealed  from  or  not. 

To  give  to  rule  48  the  effect  contended  for  by  counsel  for  McKissick 
would  require  the  Commissioner  to  approve  the  findings  of  the  local 
officers  not  appealed  from  on  all  issues  of  fact,  although  such  finding 
might  be  contrary  to  his  own  judgment  of  what  facts  had  been  proven 
by  the  evidence  submitted.  The  approval  required  of  the  Commis- 
sioner is  not  simply  a  ministerial  act,  but  the  decision  of  a  tribunal 
especially  charged  with  the  duty  of  determining  from  the  evidence 
whether  the  law  has  been  complied  with,  and  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty  the  whole  record  of  the  case  should  be  considered  by  him  as  if  it 
had  been  submitted  to  him  originally  for  his  decision  thereon. 

While  the  failure  of  Morrison  to  appeal  may  be  treated  as  a  waiver 
of  whatever  right  he  might  have  acquired  by  pursuing  his  conte-st  to  a 
successful  determination,  yet  as  between  McKissick  and  the  govern- 
ment the  Commissioner  committed  no  error  in  taking  jurisdiction  of  the 
case  to  determine  from  the  evidence  whether  McKissick  had  sufficiently 
complied  with  the  requirement  of  the  law  to  entitle  him  to  patent,  and 
if  not  to  direct  the  cancellation  of  his  entry. 

Waiviug  all  other  questions,  it  appears  from  his  own  statement  that 
he  never  estiiblished  an  actual  residence  on  the  laud,  and  failing  to  do 
so  witbiii  six  months  from  the  date  of  his  entry,  it  was  subject  to  can- 
cellation. 

The  case  made  by  his  own  statement  is  this :  He  broke  and  cultivated 
the  laud  in  the  summer  of  1881,  and  the  same  summer  made  entry  and 
built  a  shanty,  twelve  by  fourteen  feet.  During  the  year  1882  he  and 
his  wife  were  in  the  employ  of  the  Dwight  Farm  Company.  Their  term 
of  service  commenced  in  April,  but  he  does  not  state  whether  April, 

1881,  or  April,  1882.  In  March,  1882,  he  built  a  house  on  the  land, 
which  was  occupied  by  John  Morrison  as  his  tenant,  who  worked  the 
claim  OQ  halves.  He  first  stayed  on  the  land  one  night  with  his  wife 
and  family  about  the  latter  part  of  May,  1882,  and  was  again  on  the 
laud  with  his  family  about  the  last  of  June,  1882,  and  remained  one 
night,  and  again  stayed  one  night  in  August.  His  wife  was  taken  sick 
in  September,  1882,  and  he  was  taken  sick  shortly  thereafter.  He  states 
that  he  was  often  on  the  claim  in  the  day  time  during  the  summer  of 

1882,  and  made  final  proof  in  October,  1882. 

McKissick's  entry  should  therefore  be  canceled,  and  the  land  will  be 
held  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  legal  applicant.  The  decision  of  your 
office  is  modified  accordingly. 
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homestead  contest—practice, 
Thompson  v.  Lange. 

Failure  to  appeal  from  an  adverse  decision  not  excused  on  the  plea  of  want  of  notice 

where  the  record  shows  notice  to  the  attorney. 
The  preliminary  affidavit  having  been  made  before  a  clerk  of  the  court,  instead  of 

the  local  office,  the  entry  was  voidable,  but  the  defect  might  be  cured  before  the 

intervention  of  an  adverse  claim. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  November  18,  188G. 

In  the  case  of  Ha.vden  M.  Thompson  v.  John  H.  G.  Lange,  involving 
the  8E.  i  of  Sec.  13,  T.  110  N.,  R.  55  W.,  Watertown,  Dakota  Territory, 
a  motion  for  review  and  reconsideration  of  my  decision,  rendered  June 
17th  last  (not  printed),  has  been  filed  on  behalf  of  Thompson. 

Said  decision  affirmed  the  action  of  your  office  and  also  that  of  the 
local  office  in  the  case,  awarded  the  above  mentioned  tract  to  Lange 
under  his  homestead  entry  made  May  18,  1881,  and  rejected  the  home- 
stead application  and  the  contest  of  Thompson.  The  grounds  upon 
which  the  decision  was  based  were:  1st.  That  Lange  was  the  prior  set- 
tler upon  the  tract  and  had  acted  in  good  faith  in  the  matter  of  his 
claim;  2d.  That  the  irregularity  or  informality  in  the  matter  of  Lange's 
entry  had  been  cured  prior  to  the  initiation  of  Thompson's  contest 
against  it;  and  3d.  That  whatever  rights  Thompson  might  have  asserted 
by  virtue  of  his  settlement  were  lost  by  his  failure  to  appeal  from  the 
action  of  the  local  office  in  rejecting  his  homestead  application  August 
13, 1881. 

The  motion  for  review  sets  up  six  specifications  of  error  in  the  decis- 
ion complained  of,  the  first  three  of  which  relate  to  and  combat  my 
third  finding  above.  It  is  strongly  insisted  that  the  record  fails  to  show 
that  Thompson  was  notified  of  such  rejections,  et^c.  Now,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  record  does  show  that  Thompson's  attorney  was  notified; 
for,  he  says,  ^'Thompson,  within  three  months  after  May  22,  1881  (the 
date  of  his  alleged  settlement),  submitted  his  application  and  affidavit 
in  due  form,  and  tendered  $14  homestead  fees  to  the  land  office  at 
Mitchell;  and  the  money  and  papers  were  returned  to  his  attorney  at 
De  Smet,  because  of  the  adverse  filing  of  Lange."  See  also  testimony, 
page  3  of  record.  Upon  this  state  of  facts  it  was  not  error  to  rule  as  I 
did  in  the  decision  complained  of.  I  was  simply  following  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  case  of  Wesley  A.  Cook  (4  L.  D.,  187),  where  the  facts  as 
to  notice  were  substantially  the  same  as  in  this  case. 

This  point  being  settled,  it  matters  not  which  was  the  prior  settler 
on  the  tract,  for  Thompson  is  restricted  to  the  rights  he  may  acquire 
by  virtue  of  his  contest,  and  if  Lange  at  the  date  of  the  initiation  of 
said  contest  had  cured  the  irregularities  and  informalities  in  the  matter 
of  his  homestead  entry,  the  contest  of  Thompson  against  it  was  prop- 
erly dismissed.    It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  Lange  settled  upon 
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the  land  at  least  by  May  31, 1881,  and  that  his  residence  thereon  was 
eontinaoas  until  the  initiation  of  Thompson's  contest,  March  16, 1882. 

The  defect  in  the  Lange  entry  consisted  in  this :  that  his  original 
affidavit  was  made  May  16, 1881,  before  the  clerk  of  the  conrt  within 
and  for  Kingsbary  County,  Dakota  Territory,  under  Sec.  2294  XJ.  S. 
Revised  Statutes,  whereas  it  should  have  been  made  before  the  register 
and  receiver,  as  provided  in  Sec.  2290,  inasmuch  as  Lange  had  not  at 
that  date  established  his  residence  upon  said  tract.  But  the  record  of 
these  proceedings  shows  that  Lange  filed  a  supplemental  homestead 
affidavit  and  application  on  the  first  of  March,  1882,  fiiteen  days  before 
the  contest  was  initiated.  This  proceeding  cured  the  defects  in  his  orig- 
inal entry,  which  was  not  void',  but  merely  voidahle.  See  St.  P.  M.  &  M. 
By.  Go.  V.  Forseth  (3  L.  D.,  446). 

It  seems  clear  from  this  recital  of  record  facts  that  I  did  not  err  in 
ruling  that  the  irregularity  or  defect  in  the  matter  of  Lange's  entry  had 
been  cured  prior  to  Thompson's  application  to  contest.  This  proposi- 
tion seems  too  clear  to  require  argument. 

Neither  is  there  anything  in  the  late  case  of  Martin  v.  Osborne,  de- 
cided by  me  Sept.  28th  last  (not  printed)  that  conflicts  with  the  view 
above  taken,  as  suggested  by  counsel  for  Thompson.  In  that  case, 
both  the  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of  Osborne,  and  the  home- 
stead entry  of  Martin,  were  canceled,  because  neither  of  them  had  ever 
resided  on  the  tract  there  in  controversy.  It  was  further  stated,  how- 
ever, that  Martin's  homestead  entry  was  also  *^  defective,"  because  made 
under  Sec.  2294,  when  no  member  of  his  family  was  residing  upon  the 
land  embraced  therein;  and  in  that  case  no  application  had  been  made 
to  cure  such  defect.  The  defect  not  cured  in  the  Martin  entry  was 
merely  an  additionalj  and  not  a  controlling^  reason  for  its  cancellation. 
It  was  not  said  that  the  Martin,  entry  was  void  and  could  not  have 
been  cured,  nor  was  such  a  proposition  entertained  in  relation  to  it. 

This  disposes  of  all  the  specifications  of  error  in  said  motion ;  and 
as  they  or  none  of  them  are  considered  to  be  of  sufficient  force  and  effect 
to  warrant  a  revocation  of  the  decision  herein  complained  of,  said 
motion  is  accordingly  denied,  and  the  original  decision  in  the  case  ad- 
hered to. 


PRE-EMPTION—FILING— HOMESTEJD. 

Gathban  V.  Davis. 

The  flettlement  of  a  pre-emptor  who  does  Dot  file  his  declaratory  statemeDt  is  not  pro- 
tected from  the  subsequent  homestead  entry  of  another  who  complies  with  the 
law. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  November  18,  1886. 

On  April  17,  1881,  one  William  Boyce  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
E.  i  and  the  SW.  J  of  NW.  J  and  the  N\V.  J  of  NE.  J  Sec.  31,  T.  6  8., 
B.  17  W.,  Little  Bock,  Arkansas. 
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On  September  5, 1883,  the  reliDqaisbment  of  said  entry  was  filed  and 
at  the  same  time  Wiley  B.  Davis  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract. 
By  letter  of  your  office,  dated  October  18,  1883,  Thomas  Gathran  was 
allowed  to  place  of  record  his  declaratory  statement,  alleging  settlement 
December  1, 1878,  for  the  above  described  E.  J  and  SW.  i  of  NW.  J. 
On  September  24th  preceding  Gathran  had  filed  affidavit  of  contest 
against  the  entry  of  Davis  alleging  abandonment.  By  agreement  bear- 
ing was  set  for  January  25,  1884. 

The  local  officers  decided  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled.  The 
testimony  shows  that  Gathran  settled  on  the  tract,  with  his  family,  in 
1879,  and  continued  to  reside  thereon  until  date  of  bearing ;  that  his 
improvements  consist  of  a  dwelling,  smoke  house,  crib,  stable,  garden, 
orchard  and  eight  acres  cleared;  that  Boyce settled  on  the  tract  in  dis- 
pute about  April  17,  1881,  built  two  houses,  fenced  and  broke  about 
one  acre,  made  some  other  slight  improvements,  and  resided  on  the 
land  until  April  1,  1883,  and  about  the  5th  of  September  following  sold 
his  improvements  to  Davis.  On  the  last  mentioned  day,  as  stated, 
Davis  made  entry  and  took  up  his  residence  on  the  land. 

The  charge  of  abandonment  was  not  sustained  by  the  proof,  and  the 
entry  of  Davis  will  not  be  disturbed  by  reason  of  said  charge.  Tour 
office,  by  letter  of  January  28, 1885,  after  finding  the  facts  substantially 
as  above  stated,  said :  ^'  The  testimony  shows  that  at  the  time  of  the 
relinquishment  of  Boyce  and  the  restoration  of  the  tract  to  entry,  Gath- 
ran was  actually  residing  upon  the  tract  a«  bis  home«  cultivating  and 
improving  the  same  as  he  had  been  doing  since  1878,  and  that  Davis 
made  his  entry  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these  facts.  Under  the  rulings 
of  this  Department,  when  a  party  is  owning  improvements  and  is  re- 
siding upon  land  covered  by  a  homestead  entry  at  the  date  of  the  can- 
cellation thereof,  he  is  considered  as  being  a  settler,  and  no  specific  act 
is  necessary  to  constitute  a  new  settlement,  and  by  reason  of  being  upon 
the  land  at  the  instant  of  cancellation  his  settlement  right  is  held  to  be 
prior  to  that  of  a  person  making  a  homestead  entry  after  the  cancella- 
tion has  lH3en  noted  in  the  local  office.  (See  Peterson  v.  Kitchen  (2  G. 
L.  O.,  181);  Porter  v.  Johnson  (3  G.  L.  O.,  37);  Kasten  v.  Benz  (1  Les- 
ter, 418).  1  am  of  opinion  that  Gathran  being  the  prior  settler  is  en- 
titled to  enter  the  tract  upon  making  his  final  proof."  The  entry  was 
then  held  for  cancellation. 

Without  discussing  in  detail  the  cases  cited  in  support  of  the  con- 
clusion of  your  office,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they  do  not  present 
facts  similar  to  those  in  the  case  at  bar. 

Section  2265  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that  a  pre-emption 
claimant  on  uuofi'ered  land  shall  file  his  declaratory  statement  within 
three  months  from  the  time  of  settlement;  ^'otherwise  his  claim  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  the  tract  awarded  to  the  next  settler  in  order  of  time 
on  the  same  tract  of  land  who  has  given  such  notice  and  otherwise 
complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  law." 
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It  is  clear  that  Gathraii  tailed  to  file  his  declaratory  stateuieot  dar- 
ing the  time  fixed  bylaw.  When  he  did  file  it  Davis  was  living  outhe 
land,  clearing  it  under  his  homestead  entry,  and  in  every  particular,  as 
&r  as  the  record  discloses,  complying  with  law.  Under  Section  2265  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  therefore,  the  right  of  Cathran  was  forfeited  in 
favor  of  Davis. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  reversed  and  the  contest  dismissed.  I 
do  not  find  it  necessary  to  further  determine  the  rights  of  the  parties 
hereto. 


practice— apecifwation  of  errors— appeal. 

Stephen  Simon. 

The  notice  of  appeal  and  specification  of  errors  may  be  filed  at  different  dates,  if  each 
is  filed  within  the  time  prescribed  therefor. 

The  sufficiency'  of  an  appeal  from  the  General  Land  Office  is  left  for  the  final  deter- 
mination of  the  Department. 

ikcretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  November  18,  1886. 

On  the  10th  instant  you  transmitted  the  application  of  Stephen  Simon 
for  an  order  directing  yon  to  certify  to  this  Department  the  record  of 
proceedings  in  your  office  relative  to  the  rejection  of  his  application  for 
the  cancellation  of  his  homestead  entry  No.  8022,  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  26,  T. 
120  K,  B.  74  W.,  with  the  privilege  of  entering  the  NW.  i  of  Sec.  20, 
T.  120  K,  R.  76  W.,  at  the  Huron  land  district,  Dakota  Territory.  With 
said  application  are  fowarded  copies  of  your  office  decisions  of  Febru- 
ary 16,  May  15,  and  September  21,  1880,  showing  the  action  of  your  of- 
fice in  said  case. 

It  ai>pears  from  the  application  and  the  decisions  above  referred  to  that 
your  office,  on  February  16,  1886,  directed  the  register  and  receiver  of 
said  laud  office  to  advise  said  Simon,  '<  whose  application  for  the  can- 
cellation of  his  homestead  entry  No.  8022,  SE.  i  of  Sec.  26,  T.  120,  R.  74,  ^ 
without  prejudice,  you  transmitted  January  29,  1886,  that  his  request 
will  not  be  further  considered,  unless  he  submit  in  connection  therewith 
an  application  to  enter  some  specific  tract  under  the  same  law,  as  re- 
quired by  departmental  ruling  of  January  8,  1886.  See  4  L.  D.,  310, 
case  of  Fremont  S.  Graham." 

On  May  15,  1886,  your  office  again  advised  the  local  land  officers  that 
said  Simon's  application  to  have  his  said  entry  canceled,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  entering  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  20,  T.  120  N.,  R.  75  W.,  must  be  re- 
fused, because  the  application  was  not  made  until  after  the  exi)iration 
of  more  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  date  of  said  entry,  and  for  the 
further  reason  that  the  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  alleged 
error  in  making  said  entry  occurred  was  not  satisfactory. 

On  August  20, 1886,  the  local  land  officers  transmitted  the  appeal  of 
said  Simon  from  said  decision  of  May  15,  1886,  refusing  to  cancel  his 
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said  entry  without  prejudice.  On  September  21, 1886,  your  office  again 
advised  ttie  local  land  officers  that  Simon's  appeal ''  fails  to  designate 
clearly  and  concisely  the  errors  complained  of,  merely  stating  that  the 
Honorable  Commissioner  erred  in  refusing  to  grant  the  petition  for  the 
cancellation  of  said  entry  without  prejudice.  The  right  of  appeal  is 
considered  waived;  (see  Stevens  v.  Bobinson,  4  L. D., 551,  re-affirmed 
August  31, 1886),  and  the  case  dosed." 

The  argument  filed  with  said  appeal  alleges  that  the  affidavit,  filed 
in  support  of  Simon's  application,  shows  that  the  tract  of  land  embraced 
in  said  entry  is  not  the  tract  that  the  claimant  sought  to  enter, 
and  that  it  is  not  the  tract  that  he  supposed  that  he  had  entered; 
that  it  is  shown  by  affidavits  that  the  tract  of  land  embraced  in  said 
entry  is  not  fit  for  agricultural  purposes  and  cannot  be  used  for  that 
purpose ;  that  the  claimaint  is  a  bona  fide  settler  and  is  seeking  for  a 
home  on  the  government  lands,  to  the  end  that  he  may  have  a  farm  of 
his  own  to  cultivate,  and  a  home  for  his  family,  and  that  he  is  acting 
in  the  utmost  good  faith. 

Bule  of  Practice  No.  81  (4  L.  D.,  46)  provides  that  "An  appeal  may 
be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon  any  question  relating  to  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  and  to  private  land  claims;"  and  Bale  82 
(ibid.)  provides  that,  ''  When  the  Commissioner  considers  an  appeal  de- 
fective he  will  notify  the  party  of  the  detect,  and  if  not  amended  within 
fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  the  service  of  such  notice,  the  appeal  may 
be  dismissed  by  the  Secretary'  of  the  Interior  and  the  case  closed." 
Bule  SS  provides  that,  "  within  the  time  allowed  for  giving  notice  of 
appeal,  the  appellant  shall  also  file  in  the  General  Land  Office  a  speci- 
fication of  errors,  which  specification  shall  clearly  and  concisely  desig- 
nate the  errors  of  which  he  complains ; "  and  Kule  90  provides  that "  fail- 
ure to  file  a  specification  of  errors  witliin  the  time  required  will  be 
treated  as  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  appeal,  and  the  case  will  be  closed." 
^  It  is  clear  that  under  the  rules  of  practice  the  notice  of  appeal  and 
the  specification  of  errors  may  be  filed  at  different  dat^s,  if  each  is  filed 
within  the  time  prescribed.  If  the  appeal  be  defective,  then  the  ap- 
pellant is  entitled  to  notice  of  the  defect,  and  allowed  time  to  perfect 
the  same.  If  the  defect  is  not  supplied,  then  the  appeal  may  be  dis- 
missed— not  by  your  office,  but  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior." 

In  the  case  of  Pedersen  v.  Johannessen  (4  L.  D.,  343)  this  Department 
decided,  on  January  25th  last,  that ''  Under  the  rule,  as  it  formerly  read, 
the  appeal  could  be  dismissed  by  the  Commissioner ;  but  the  rule  was 
changed  in  the  interest  of  parties  appealing,  in  order  that  the  Depart- 
ment might  have  an  opportunity  of  passing  upon  the  question  whether 
the  Commissioner  was  correct  in  his  decision  as  to  what  constituted  a 
defect  in  the  appeal."  In  the  case  of  Stevens  v.  Robinson  (ibid.,  551), 
decided  June  5,  1886,  cited  by  your  office,  the  specification  of  errors  was 
not  filed  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by  the  Rules  of 
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Practice,  and  counsel  for  contestee  filed  a  motion  for  the  dismissal  of 
the  appeal,  on  the  groand  that  the  specification  of  errors  was  not  filed 
in  time,  and  this  Department  decided,  upon  the  authority  of  Pedersen 
V,  Johannessen,  supraj  that  the  appeal  was  fatally  defective  and  that, 
even  if  your  office  should  overlook  the  requirements  of  Eule  90  {supra), 
relative  to  the  filing  of  a  specification  of  errors,  yet  the  rule  is  none 
the  less  imperative  upon  this  Department,  ^<  at  least  in  the  presence  of 
a  motion  to  dismiss  by  the  adverse  party." 

In  the  case  of  the  Saint  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway 
Company  v,  Vannest  (5  L.  D.,  205),  decided  October  30,  1880,  this  De- 
partment held  that  ^'  your  office  may  refuse  to  receive  and  file  an  appeal 
when  the  same  is  not  presented  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Bules 
of  Practice,  but  after  the  appeal  has  been  filed  and  no  objection  made 
thereto,  then  the  appeal  can  only  be  dismissed  by  this  Department." 

In  the  present  case,  it  appears  that  the  appeal  was  filed  in  time,  with 
a  specification  of  errors ;  and  under  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Pedersen 
V.  Johannessen  (supra)  the  claimant  has  the  right  to  demand  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Department  upon  the  sufficiency  of  his  application,  as  well 
as  the  completeness  of  his  appeal.  You  will  therefore  certify  the  papers 
in  said  case  to  this  Department,  and  in  the  meantime  suspend  action 
until  further  advised. 


practice-'notice  of  hearing, 
United  States  v.  Bichabdson. 

Though  actual  notice  to  the  eutryman  and  his  transferee  appears  of  record  it  will  not 
confer  jurisdiction  in  the  absence  of  legal  service  thereof. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  November  24,  1886. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  W.alter  B.  Richardson  from  the 
decision  of  your  office,  dated  February  10, 1885,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion his  pre-emption  cash  eiitr^^  No.  7414  of  Lot  10  and  E.  ^  of  Lot  9  and 
NB.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  22  N.,  R.  14  W.,  made  November  27,  1880, 
at  the  San  Francisco  laud  office,  in  the  State  of  California. 

It  is  shown  that  on  May  2G,  1884,  a  special  agent  of  your  office,  re- 
ferring to  your  office  letter,  dated  April  28th  preceding — copy  of  which 
does  not  appear  in  the  record — reported  that  on  January  16, 1881,  he 
made  an  examination  of  the  land  covered  by  said  entry,  and  was  un- 
able to  find  any  improvements  whatever  thereon,  or  any  sign  of  occu- 
pation ;  that  he  was  informed  by  one  Scott  Burns,  who  resides  within 
a  mile  of  the  l^and,  that  he  built  a  board  cabin  in  a  ravine,  which  was 
overlooked  by  said  special  agent ;  that  he  was  also  informed  that  said 
Bichardson  was  a  minor  when  he  made  his  filing,  and  that  he  made 
final  proof  within  six  months  after  he  became  of  age ;  that  ^'  as  there  is 
no  question  but  the  filing  was  absolutely  void,  all  subsequent  proceed- 
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ings  therennder  must  be  of  the  same  character,  even  if  there  had  been 
a  strict  compliance  with  the  law  as  to  residence  and  cultivation,  which 
there  has  not." 

Thereupon,  your  office,  on  July  9,  1884,  suspended  said  entry,  and 
ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  validity  of  the  same.  Notice  was 
issued  on  August  8,  1884,  fixing  September  26, 1884,  for  the  hearing 
before  the  local  land  officers.  The  notice  was  posted  in  said  land  office, 
as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  register,  and  a  copy  of  the  same 
was  sent  by  registered  letter  addressed  to  said  Richardson,  at  Covelo, 
in  said  State,  and  was  delivered  to  him  September  13,  only  thirteen 
days  prior  to  the  date  fixed  for  said  hearing.  The  entryman  made 
default,  and  the  special  agent  testified  in  behalf  of  the  government  to 
the  statements  made  in  his  said  report.  On  October  13,  1884,  the  local 
land  officers  found  that  the  service  of  notice  was  insufficient,  because 
the  registered  letter  was  not  delivered  to  the  entryman  thirty  days 
prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing,  and  they  declined  to  consider  the 
testimony,  and  decided  that  the  case  should  remain  as  it  was  before  a 
day  was  set  for  the  hearing.  On  September  29, 1884,  said  agent  again 
reported  to  your  office — referring  to  a  letter  which  appears  in  the  record 
from  J.  P.  Thomson — stating  that  said  letter  was  delivered  to  Richard- 
son on  September  13,  1884;  that  Richardson  sold  to  Montague,  and 
Montague  to  Thomson ;  that  he  (Thomson)  would  have  to  defend  the 
case  himself,  as  Richardson  had  left  the  State  and  that  H.  W.  Mathews 
would  appear  for  him  ;  that  he  (the  agent)  had  no  doubt  that  the  entry- 
man  was  informed  of  the  character  of  the  registered  letter  giving  notice 
of  the  hearing,  and  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  in  the  matter,  as 
the  agent  was  required  to  close  up  all  the  matters  which  he  had  in  hand 
prior  to  October  Ist.  Your  office  on  February  10, 1885,  considered  the 
case,  and  held  that  the  manner  of  service  was  sufficient;  that  since  the 
purchaser  had  notice  of  the  hearing  and  had  signified  his  intention  of 
defending  the  case,  as  the  claimant  had  expressed  his  unwillingness 
to  do,  and  the  purchaser  had  failed  to  attend  at  said  hearing,  the  notice 
was  found  sufficient,  and  the  entry  was  held  for  cancellation. 

The  material  question  for  consideration  is,  was  the  service  of  notice 
of  said  hearing  sufficient  ?  It  is  clear  that  personal  service  must  be 
made  in  all  cases  when  possible ;  (Rule  of  Practice  No.  9,  5  L.  D.  38), 
and  that  a  party  is  entitled  to  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  hearing, 
"  unless  by  written  consent  an  earlier  day  shall  be  agreed  upon.''  (Rule 
7,  ibid.,  37). 

In  the  case  of  Crowston  v.  Seal  (5  L.  D.,  213),  this  Department  held 
that  where  a  party  acknowledges  by  registered  letter  the  receipt  of 
notice  of  contest,  thirty  days  prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  hearing,  it  is 
personal  service  under  Rule  of  Practice  No.  15  (ibidem,  38),  which  pro- 
vides :  '*  Proof  of  personal  service  shall  be  the  written  acknowledgment 
of  the  person  served  or  the  affidavit  of  the  persons  who  served  the 
notice  attached  thereto,  stating  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  service." 
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In  the  saoie  decision  it  was  stated  ^^  that  actual  in  the  absence  of  leg^al 
notice  does  not  put  the  opposite  party  on  his  defense ;  ^  citing  Parker 
V.  Castle  (4  L.  D.,  84) ;  Milne  v.  Dowling  (ibid.,  378) ;  Miller  v.  Knutsen 
(ibidem,  536). 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Gopeland,  et  ah^  (5  L.  D.,  170),  the 
Department  held  that  where  the  special  agent's  report,  on  which  the 
cancellation  was  based,  discloses  a  transfer  of  the  land  after  the  issu- 
ance of  final  certificate,  such  transferee  should  receive  notice  of  the 
cancellation.  In  the  case  at  bar,  the  notice  was  not  received  by  the 
entryroan  thirty  days  prior  to  the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing,  and  the 
special  agent's  report  discloses  the  name  of  the  transferee.  Under  the 
rules  of  practice  and  the  decisions  cited  (supra),  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers  was  correct  and  should  be  affirmed.  For  the  foregoing 
reasons,  said  decision  of  3'our  office  must  be  modified,  and  the  case  will 
be  returned  to  the  local  land  officers  with  directions  to  them  to  issue 
an  alias  notice  to  the  en  try  man  and  to  give  notice  to  the  transferee  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice. 


MINING  CLAIM— PROTEST— CERTIORARI. 

A.  M.  HoLTEB  Lode. 

A  petltioD  for  certiorari  should  be  nnder  oath,  setting  forth  specifically  the  decision 
complained  of,  and  wherein  the  same  is  irregular,  or  in  what  manner  the  appli- 
cant is  injured  thereby. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparJca^  November  24, 1886. 

Referring  to  mineral  entry  ^o.  1099,  Helena,  Montana,  made  by  the 
Elkhorn  Mining  Company  upon  the  A.  M.  Holter  Lode,  I  have  before 
me  an  informal  application  for  certiorari  on  behalf  of  '^  H.  Fred.  Bright 
et  alP  It  appears  therefrom  that  your  office  having  before  it  the  said 
mineral  entry  and  the  protest  of  this  applicant,  decided  that  said  pro- 
test was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  favorable  action  thereon.  That  on  th« 
attempt  of  said  protestants  to  appeal,  your  office  held  that  the  right  of 
appeal  did  not  extend  to  protestants,  whereupon  this  application  was 
made ;  it  being  further  alleged  therein  that  said  protest  charges  fraud  in 
the  matter  of  said  entry,  that  an  adverse  suit  is  now  pending  in  which 
such  matter  is  at  issue,  and  that  your  office  refused  to  entertain  the  pro- 
test, because  an  adverse  claim  was  not  filed  within  the  proper  time. 

The  application  is  fatally  defective  in  three  particulars.  (1)  It  is  not 
under  oath  ;  (2)  it  does  not  set  forth  specifically  the  decision  complained 
of  5  and  (3)  it  is  not  shown  wherein  the  said  decision  was  irregular  or 
in  what  manner  the  applicant  is  injured  thereby. 

By  inspection  of  the  record  of  this  case  in  your  office,  it  appears  that 
said  protest  was  given  full  consideration,  and  as  a  review  of  such  action 
is  not  warranted  by  this  application,  it  is  accordingly  denied,  and  trans- 
mitted herewith. 
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HE  VIEW  DENIED. 

Motion  for  review  of  departmental  decision  in  James  v.  Hall  et  aU 
(4  L.  D.  552)  overruled  by  Acting  Secretary  Hawkins,  November  27, 
1886. 


MINE  UAL  PATENT— TO  WNSITE  CLAUSE, 

The  insertion  in  a  mineral  patent  of  a  clause  reserving  townsite  rights  is  not  author- 
ized by  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Rawkins  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  November  27,  1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  October  25,  1886,  asking 
instructions  relative  to  the  insertion  of  the  townsite  clause  in  lode  pat- 
ents, and  whether  the  application  of  the  decision  in  Papina  v.  Alderson 
et  al.  (1  B.  L.  P.,  91)  in  adjudicating  cases  in  your  office  is  to  be  con- 
tinued, or  whether  the  future  practice  shall  be  governed  by  the  princi- 
ples established  in  Defieback  v.  Hawke  (115  U.  S.,  392). 

The  clause  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

*'  Excepting  and  excluding  however  from  these  presents  all  town 
property  rights  upon  the  surface,  and  there  are  hereby  expressly  ex- 
cepted and  excluded  from  the  same  all  houses,  buildings,  structures, 
lots,  blocks,  streets,  alleys,  or  other  municipal  improvements  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  above  described  premises,  not  belonging  to  the  grantee 
herein,  and  all  rights  necessary  or  proper  to  the  occupation,  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  the  same." 

It  has  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Land  Department  to  insert  this 
clause  in  patents  for  placer  claims,  for  the  reason  that  the  surface  is 
absolutely  required  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  land,  by  either  the 
placer  or  townsite  owners.  Kemp  v.  Starr  (5  C.  L.  O.,  130) ;  Townsite 
of  Dea<lwood  (8  G.  L.  O.,  153).  But  the  Department  has  for  many  years 
recognized  the  principle  that  there  may  be  a  division  of  the  fee  simple 
in  the  surface  and  the  minerals  underneath  the  surface,  and  upon  this 
principle  the  clause  referred  to  was  inserted  in  lode  claims.  Turner  v, 
Lang  (1  0.  L.  O.,  51);  Central  City,  Colorado  (2  C.  L.  O.,  160);  Rico 
Townsite  (1  L.  D.  567).  This  rule  was  recognized  in  the  case  of  Papina 
V,  Alderson  {supra\  to  which  you  refer,  although  it  was  not  directly  in 
issue  in  that  case. 

While  the  case  of  Deffeback  v,  Hawke  involved  the  question  of  the 
rights  of  claimants  under  patents  for  placer  claims,  it  also  clearly  de- 
cided the  principle  that  as  under  the  act  of  May  10, 1872,  all  valuable 
mineral  deposits  in  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  whether  sur* 
veyed  or  unsurveyed,  are  free  and  open  to  exploration  and  purchase, 
and  the  lands  on  which  they  are  found  to  occupation. and  purchase, 
that  the  fee  is  indivisible,  and  that  either  the  mining  claimant  or  the 
townsite  occupants  is  entitled  to  it  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.    The 
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act  of  May  10,  1872,  upon  which  this  decision  rests  provides  (Sec.  2322 
E.  S.)  that— 

^'The  locaters  of  all  mining  locations  heretofore  made,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  be  made,  on  any  mineral  vein,  lode,  or  ledge,  where  no  ad- 
verse claim  exists  on  the  10  of  May,  1872,  so  long  as  they  comply  with 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  with  State,  Territorial  and  local  reg- 
ulations, not  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  governing 
their  possessory  title,  shall  have  the  ejoclimve  right  of  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  surface  included  within  the  lines  of  their  location^  and  of  all 
veins,  lodes  and  ledges  throughout  their  entire  depth,  the  top  or  apex 
of  which  lies  inside  of  such  surface  lines,  extendeil  downward  vertically, 
although  such  veins,  lo<les  or  ledges  may  so  far  depart  from  a  perpen- 
dicular in  their  course  downward  as  to  extend  outside  of  the  vertical 
side  lines  of  such  surface  locations." 

The  reasoning  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  Deiieback  v.  Hawke  is  gen- 
eral in  its  application  to  all  mineral  claims,  whether  lode  or  placer.  In 
holding  that  the  officers  of  the  land  department  have  no  authority  to 
insert  in  a  patent  any  other  terms  than  those  of  conveyance,  with  re- 
citals showing  a  compliance  with  the  law  and  the  conditions  which  it 
prescribed }  and  that  patent  of  a  placer  claim  carries  with  it  the  title 
to  the  surface  as  well  as  the  land  beneath ;  it  is  for  the  reason  that 
**  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  10, 1872,  contemplates  the  purchase  of  the 
land  on  which  valuable  mineral  deposits  are  found,  and  its  provisions 
in  this  respect  are  retained  in  Revised  Statutes,  Section  2319.'^  This 
section  of  the  Revised  Statutes  refers  to  all  mineral  lands,  whether  lode 
or  placer.  If  a  mining  location  is  made  before  townsite  appropriation^ 
it  excepts  the  land  absolutely,  and  hence  the  clause  of  reservation  in 
the  patent  to  which  you  refer  could  not  affect  the  title  thereby  conveyed. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  this  clause  should  not  be  inserted  in 
patents  for  any  mining  claim,  and  that  the  practice  of  your  office  in  this 
respect  shall  be  governed  by  the  construction  given  to  the  act  of  May 
10,  1872,  by  the  court  in  the  case  of  Deflfeback  t?.  Hawke. 


RE' HEARING   DENIED. 

GEEB  V.  Farrington. 


Application  for  re-hearing  in  the  above  case  (4  L.  D.  410)  denied  by 
Acting  Secretary  Hawkins,  November  27,  1886. 
2278  DEO 17 
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ENTRY  PAPERS-'FILES  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

PuGET  Mill  Co. 

Papers  pertaining  to  entries  and  forming  the  basis  thereof  belong  to  the  permanent 
files  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  may  not  be  returned  to  the  parties  filing  the 
same. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  the  register  and  receiver^  Olympiaj  Washington 

Territory  J  June  16, 1885. 

1  am  in  receipt  of  your  letters  (7)  of  1st  instant,  enclosing  petitions 
of  the  Paget  Mill  Company,  per  their  agent,  in  reference  to  soldiers 
additional  homestead  entries,  finals  561,  570, 871, 560,  577,  580,  and  575, 
canceled,  or  held  for  cancellation  for  illegality,  and  for  the  lands  of 
which  said  company  have  made  cash  entries*  under  the  act  of  Jane  15, 
1880.  The  petitions  represent  that  said  company  own  the  lands  in 
question  as  assignee  of  the  entrymen,  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  secure  their  title  from  the  government  by  cash  entries  under  the  act 
of  June  15, 1880,  and  ask  that  the  papers  upon  which  said  additional 
homestead  entries  are  based  be  returned  to  you  for  delivery  to  said 
company,  and  in  reply  have  to  state  that  all  papers  pertaining  to  said 
entries  and  forming  the  basis  thereof  are  portions  of  the  permanent 
files  of  this  office  and  can  not  be  returned  in  the  manner  petitioned  for. 

If  said  papers  are  necessary  as  evidence  in  any  action  in  the  local 
courts,  they  will  be  forwarded  to  your  care  and  you  will  respond  to 
such  legal  suhposna  duces  tecum  as  may  be  served  upon  you  regarding 
the  same. 

NoTB. — This  decision  was  affirmed  by  Acting  Secretary  Hawkins,  November  29^ 
1886. 


HYPOTHETICAL  CASES  BEFORE  THE  DEPARTMENT, 

F.  Greene. 

As  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  mast  determine  all  cases  coming  before  the  Depart- 
ment on  appeal,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  express  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  proposed  action  of  the  settlers  woald  be  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  HawMns  to  Mr.  F.  Oreene^  Mandan^  Dakota^  Novem- 
ber 29, 1886. 

Tour  letter  of  the  23rd  instant,  desiring  to  obtain  my  ^^  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  matter  of  settlers  on  government  land  abandoning  their 
claims  temporarily  for  the  winter,  in  order  to  earn  a  livelihood,"  came 
duly  to  hand.  You  add,  doubtless  as  a  reason  for  making  this  request, 
that  '^  owing  to  the  almost  complete  failure  of  crops  in  this  section  the 
past  season,  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  will  be  unable  to  main- 
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tain  tlieinselveB  and  families  through  the  winter,"  and  close  by  request, 
ing  permission  to  publish  my  repl}'  to  your  letter. 

It  would  be  improper  for  this  Department  to  express  any  '*  opinion,'' 
or  make  any  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  question  concerning  which 
you  write,  other  than  as  required  in  cases  coming  before  it  from  the 
General  Laud  Office,  as  it  could  have  but  a  limited  knowledge  at  best 
of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  cases  to  be  affected.  The  same 
law  which  governs  the  Department  in  its  supervision  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  public  lands  controls  the  settlers  upon  such  lands,  de- 
termines their  rights,  liabilities  and  privileges,  and  must  be  the  rule  to 
guide  them  in  all  their  actions  in  connection  therewith. 

The  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  cases  coming  before  him 
on  appeal  is  the  final  judge  in  the  Department  of  the  acts  and  good 
faith  of  settlers  seeking  to  acquire  title  to  the  public  lands  under  the 
laws  of  Congress,  affords  another  reason  why  he  should  not  give  any 
opinion  sacb  as  you  desire.  In  the  regular  course  of  the  business  of 
the  Department  the  case  of  the  man  who  would  be  influenced  or  con- 
trolled by  such  an  opinion,  might  come  before  him  for  decision  and  final 
determination. 

All  I  can  do  in  answer  to  your  letter  is  to  refer  you  to  the  decisions 
of  the  Department  rendered  and  published  from  time  to  time,  in  which 
the  principle  involved  in  the  request  you  make  may  be  directly  or  indi- 
rectly passed  upon. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST^QUALIFICATION  OF  CONTESTANT. 

Lebne  f.  Martin. 

Ati  alien  may  contest  a  homestead  entry  and  secure  a  preferred  right  of  entry  thereby 
if,  after  the  resulting  cancellation,  he  is  qnalified  to  enter. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  November  2, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Elery  Lerne  r.  George  W.  Martin,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  May  28, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  homestead  entry  No. 
7944  of  the  8W.  J  of  Sec.  10,  T.  25  N.,  R.  3  W.,  made  March  22,  1882, 
at  the  Neligh  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  also  the  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  7,  1885,  denying  his  application 
for  a  rehearing. 

The  record  shows  that  Lerne  initiated  contest  against  said  entry  on 
May  27,  1884,  and  hearing  was  duly  had  on  July  16,  same  year.  Both 
parties  appeared  at  the  hearing.  Upon  the  evidence  submitted  the 
local  land  officers  decided  in  favor  of  the  contestant.  On  appeal,  your 
office  found  that  the  entry  man  did  not  establish  and  maintain  a  resi- 
dence on  said  tract  in  good  faith  as  required  by  law,  and  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  local  land  officers,  from  which  decision  the  claimant  duly 
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appealed.  Subsequently,  tbe  entryman  mside  api)lication  to  the  local 
land  officers  for  a  rehearing,  upon  the  ground  that  the  contestant  at  the 
time  of  the  initiation  of  the  contest  was  an  alien,  and  therefore  dis- 
qualified to  make  said  contest.  The  local  land  officers  rejected  said  a[)- 
plication,  and  your  office,  on  appeal,  affirmed  their  decision. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  ruled  by  this  Department  that  any  person  can 
•contest  a  homestead  entry,  and  if  after  the  entry  is  cancele<l  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  contest,  the  contestant  is  duly  qualified,  he  may  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  land.  Shinnes  v.  Bates  (4  L.  D.,  203) ;  Lyman  v.  Fayant 
•et  ah  (ibid.,  424).  There  was,  therefore,  no  error  in  refusing  the  appli- 
^cation  for  a  rehearing. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  shows  no  reason  for  dis- 
turbing said  decisions  and  the  same  are  hereby  affirmed. 


pr  a  cticf':— final  proof— pjiotest, 
Rue  v.  Fabibault  et  al. 

A  xirotestant,  who  sets  up  his  iWiug  and  Bettlemeiit  claim  thereunder  to  defeat  the 
final  proof  of  another,  must  Hiibmit  to  a  judgnieot  of  cancellation,  if  his  protect 
fails,  though  he  has  not  yet  offered  his  own  final  proof. 

Acting  Secretary  Haickims  to  Commissioner  ISparkSy  November  30,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  Bue  v.  George  H.  Faribault  and 
Daniel  Cavence,  involving  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  17,  T.  153  N.,  E.  64  W., 
Devil's  Lake,  Dakota,  on  appeal  by  the  first  named  from  your  decision 
of  June  18,  1885,  adverse  to  him. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Rue  filed  preemption  declaratory 
statement  for  the  tract  described  September  29,  1883,  with  allegation 
of  settlement  April  5,  1883.  On  the  same  day  (September  29,  1883, 
which  seems  to  be  the  day  when  the  township  plat  was  filed),  Fari- 
bault made  homestead  entry  for  the  W.  J  of  NVV.  J  and  the  W.  ^  of 
SW.  J  of  said  section  17.  On  the  same  day  Cavence  filed  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  for  the  B.  J  of  N W.  J  and  the  E.  ^  of  SW.  J  of 
aaid  section  17,  alleging  settlement  May  7, 1883. 

After  the  usual  notice,  both  Faribault  and  Cavence  appeared  on  Jan- 
uary 4,  1884,  to  make  final  proof,  with  a  view  to  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  embracetl  in  their  respective  claims.  They  were  met  by  Rue,  who 
appeared  as  a  protestant  against  their  claims,  on  the  ground  of  con- 
flict with  his  claim  as  embraced  by  his  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
ment. 

It  will  be  observed  that  each  of  the  applications  to  purchase  includes 
one-half  of  the  tract  claimed  by  Rue,  the  W.  J  thereof  being  embraced 
in  Faribault's  claim  and  the  £.  i  in  the  claim  of  Cavence. 

As  a  result  of  Rue's  protest,  hearing  was  set  for  January  24,  1884, 
in  the  case  of  Faiibault  and  January  25, 1884,  in  the  case  of  Cavence. 
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At  the  close  of  the  hearing  in  Faribault's  case  it  was  agreed  by  all 
parties  to  submit  both  cases  upon  the  testimony  taken  in  the  case 
against  Faribault.  On  the  testimony  submitted,  together  with  the 
final  proof  made  bj'  Faribault  and  Cavence  respectively,  on  January 
4,  1884,  the  day  advertised  for  said  proof,  the  local  office  held  that 
Rue's  protest  was  without  good  grounds,  for  the  reason  that  his  resi- 
dence on  his  claim  had  not  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  an 
award  to  him,  and  further  held  that  the  proof  submitted  by  Faribault 
and  Cavence  respectively  should  be  approved.  On  appeal,  you  sus- 
tained this  finding,  and  held  Rue's  filing  for  cancellation;  and  now 
comes  Rue  by  counsel  and  appeals  from  your  said  decision. 

Objection  is  made  to  the  consideration  at  this  time  of  tbe  bona  fides 
of  Rue,  or  to  an  examination  of  the  question  as  to  his  compliance  with 
the  law  under  which  he  claims  to  have  settled,  it  being  argued  that 
those  are  questions  for  determination  when  he  shall  apply  to  make  final 
proof.  This  objection  is  without  force,  since  the  question  as  to  priority 
of  residence  was  by  the  protest  made  one  of  the  main  points  in  issue, 
the  first  allegation  in  said  protest  being  that  Rue  was  the  first  boua- 
fide  settler. 

Among  the  papers  in  the  case  are  motions  filed  by  Faribault  and 
Cavence  respectively  to  have  Rue's  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
canceled  from  the  records,  and  this  contest  closed,  for  the  reason  that 
said  declaratory  statement  has  expired  by  limitation,  no  proof  having 
been  submitted  by  hinj,  and  the  legal  period  for  submitting  his  final 
proof  having  expired. 

Having  examined  the  case  on  the  record  made  at  the  hearing,  and 
having  reached  a  conclusion,  the  effect  of  which  is  the  cancellation  of 
Rue's  filing  and  the  acceptance  of  the  proofs  of  Faribault  and  Cavence, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  consider  these  motions.    Your  decision  is  affirmed 


timber  vvltire  entry-devoid  of  timber, 

Allen  v.  Cooley. 

An  entry  should  not  be  canceled  where  it  was  allowed  in  accordance  with  depart  ' 
mental  rnlings  then  in  force,  and  the  entryman  relying  thereon  has  proceeded  in 
compliance  with  the  law. 

Acthig  Secretary  Haickins  to  Commissioner  Sparls^  November  30, 1886, 

I  have,  considered  the  case  of  William  Allen  v.  James  T.  Cooley,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  January  28,  1885,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  local  land  officers 
dismissing  Allen's  contest  against  the  timber  culture  entry  No.  3019  of 
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the  W.  i  of  the  NW.  iof  Sec.  30,  T.  13  S.,  R.  4  W.,  made  by  said  Cooley 
on  April  30,  1881,  at  the  Salina  land  office,  Kansas. 

The  facts  are  substantially  set  forth  in  the  decision  appealed  from- 
The  only  material  question  involved  is,  whether  said  section  was  **  de- 
void of  timber"  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
June  14, 1878  (20  Stat.,  113). 

Your  office  held  that  under  the  departmental  decisions  of  Blenkuer  v, 
Sloggy  (2L.  D.,  267),  and  Box  t?.  Ulstein  (3  L.  D.,  143),  that  said  tract 
was  subject  to  entry  under  said  act.  To  the  same  effect  is  the  depart- 
mental decision  in  the  case  of  Bartch  v.  Kennedy  (3  L.  D.,  437),  decided 
on  March  3, 1885,  by  Secretary  Teller,  and  the  motion  for  review,  "  based 
upon  the  assumption  of  error  in  the  construction  of  the  law  of  the  case," 
overruled  by  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  on  March  20,  1885.  Since 
said  entry  was  allowed  by  the  local  land  officers  in  accordance  with  the 
construction  of  the  timber  culture  law  by  the  Department  then  in  force, 
and  upon  the  faith  of  such  entry  the  claimant  has  proceeded  to  comply 
with  the  law,  I  do  not  think  it  in  harmouy  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice to  deprive  him  of  the  fruits  of  his  labor. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


HOMESTEAD   CONTEST— PliACTICE.  I 


Smith  v.  Green  et  al. 

A  contest  resting  od  the  charge  of  abaadonmeut,  sale,  and  relinquishment  is  not  pre- 
mature though  brought  within  less  than  six  months  after  entry. 

The  failure  to  file  a  motion  in  time  is  not  cured  by  notice  thereof  served  within  the 
proper  period. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  3,  1886. 

This  controversy  involves  the  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  29,  T.  106  N.,  R.  63  W., 
Mitchell,  Dakota  Territory,  the  material  facts  in  the  case  being  as  fol- 
lows :  June  27, 1883,  Ida  Green  made  homestead  entry  No.  25,506  of  the 
tract  specified,  and  on  September  3d  following  Calvin  M.  Young  initiated 
contest  against  said  entry  charging  that  ^<  claimant  has  entirely  aban- 
doned, sold  and  relinquished  said  land  for  a  consideration."  Hearing 
was  had  and  testimony  submitted  November  13  ensuing,  claimant  fail- 
ing to  appear. 

October  22, 1884,  the  local  oflice  dismissed  this  contest  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  prematurely  brought,  citing  as  authority  for  such  action  the 
case  of  Bailey  v.  Olson  (2  L.  D.,  40).  Two  days  thereafter  (October  24, 
1884),  Jessie  B.  Smith  applied  to  contest  the  aforesaid  entry  on  the 
general  charge  of  abandonment.  This  application  was  rejected  by  the 
local  office  on  the  ground  that  **  prior  contestant  has  right  of  appeal  for 
thirty  days  from  October  22,  1884.'' 
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November  13, 1884,  Young  filed  a  second  contest,  which  was  allowed, 
notice  issaed,  and  hearing  was  set  for  December  27,  1884. 

December  1, 1884,  Smith  b^'  her  attorneys  filed  a  motion  t'O  dismiss 
the  second  contest  of  Young  and  have  her  own  contest  reinstated.  This 
motion  was  granted  by  the  local  office  on  December  2,  1884,  and  the 
contest  of  Yonng  was  thereupon  dismissed.  From  this  action  Young, 
December  27, 1884,  appealed  to  your  office,  at  the  same  time  submitting 
testimony  against  Green's  entry,  which  testimony,  however,  was  not 
passed  upon  by  the  local  office,  because  Young's  contest  had  been  dis* 
missed  as  aforesaid.  Upon  consideration  of  the  case  as  then  presented 
your  office  on  the  23d  of  April,  1885,  rendered  the  decision  firom  which 
the  appeal  here  was  taken,  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  office  in  dis- 
missing Young's  second  contest,  and  in  turn  dismissed  the  contest  of 
Smith,  because  she  had  failed  to  ap[)eal  from  the  dismissal  of  her  con- 
test October  24,  1884,  as  aforesaid. 

May  11,  1885,  the  relinquishment  of  Green's  entry  was  filed  in  the 
local  office,  and  at  the  same  time  Yonng  made  homestead  entry  No. 
27,436  of  the  tract  in  question.  The  appeal  of  Smith  was  transmitted 
by  register's  letter  of  Jul}'  17,  1885,  and  has  been  given  careful  consid- 
eration. 

Becurring  to  the  early  proceedings  in  this  case,  it  is  observed  that 
the  Mitchell  office  erred  in  dismissing  Young's  first  contest.  The  case 
of  Bailey  v.  Olson,  cited  in  support  of  such  action,  is  not  applicable. 
See  cases  of  Lilly  v.  Thom  (4  L.  D.,  245) ;  Pickett  v.  Engle  (id.,  522) ;  and 
James  v.  Hall  et  aL  (id.,  553);  but  inasmuch  as  no  appeal  was  taken 
from  such  dismissal,  and  a  new  contest  was  commenced.  Young  thereby 
lost  whatever  rights  he  might  have  acquired  by  virtue  of  his  first  con- 
test. Churchill  r.  Seeley  (4  L.  D.,  589).  Again,  the  dismissal  of  Smith's 
application  to  contest  on  October  24, 1884,  was  erroneous.  This  contest 
should  have  been  held  to  await  the  final  result  of  Young's  first  contest. 
See  the  case  last  cited.  But  inasmuch  as  Smith  failed  to  appeal  from 
the  dismissal  of  her  contest  within  the  thirty  days  required  by  the  rules 
of  practice,  she  therefore  lost  whatever  rights  she  might  have  acquired 
by  virtue  of  her  contest.  True,  she  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  Young's 
contest  more  than  thirty  days  after  the  dismissal  of  her  contest,  having 
given  Yonng  notice  that  such  motion  would  be  filed.  But  that  was  of 
no  avail,  and  the  dismissal  of  Young's  second  contest  on  the  2d  of  De- 
cember,  1884,  was  another  error  on  the  part  of  the  local  office.  Young's 
second  contest  should  have  been  sustained  and  your  office  properly  ruled 
on  that  question. 

The  relinquishment  of  Green  having  been  since  filed,  and  Y^oung's 
entry  of  the  tract  allowed,  such  entry  should  remain  intact,  and  I  so 
direct.  The  judgment  of  your  office  on  the  material  questions  involved 
is  affirmed. 
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soldieiis'  additjoxal  homestead. 
Mary  C.  Stephenson. 

The  certificate  of  right  to  make  additioual  entry  issued  t<>  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
soldier  may  properly  contain  a  clause  requiring  her  to  show,  at  the  time  of  ap- 
plying to  make  entry,  that  she  has  not  remarried. 

Commissioner  S2)arks  to  Mr,  A,  A,  Hosmer,  Washington,  i).  C\,  October 

19,  1885. 

lu  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14tb  instant,  in  reference  to  the  addi- 
tional homestead  right  of  Mary  C.  Stephenson,  widow  of  Alex.  C.  Ste- 
phenson, I  have  to  state  that  Mrs.  Stephenson  claims,  under  sections 
2306  and  2307,  United  States  Kevised  Statutes,  providing  for  home- 
steads on  the  public  lands,  approved  June  22,  1874.  Section  2306  pro- 
vides, in  favor  of  the  class  of  ex-soldiers  described  in  the  previous  sec- 
tion, 2304,  that  **  every  person  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  section 
2304  to  enter  a  homestead  who  may  have  heretofore  entered  under  the 
homestead  law  a  quantity  of  land  less  than  160  acres  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter  so  much  land  as  when  added  to  the  quantity  previously  entered 
shall  not  exceed  160  acres.''  Section  2307  provides  that  "  in  case  of  the 
death  of  any  person  who  would  be  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the 
provisions  of  section  2304,  his  widow  if  unmarried,  or  in  case  of  her 
death  or  marriage,  then  his  minor  orphan  children,  by  a  guardian  duly 
appointed  and  ofiBcially  accredited  at  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  enumerated  in  this  chapter,  subject 
to  all  the  provisions  as  to  settlement  and  improvement  therein  con- 
tained." 

Soon  after  entering  upon  my  duties,  as  Commissioner,  a  paper  was 
presented  to  me,  for  my  signature,  certifying  that  Mrs.  Stephenson  was 
entitled  to  make  an  additional  entry,  as  the  widow  of  Alexander  O.  Ste- 
phenson, under  said  sections  2306  and  2307.  I  added  to  this  certificate, 
before  signing  it,  a  proviso  that  she  should  prove,  at  the  time  of  apply- 
ing to  make  entry,  that  she  was  still  the  widow  of  A.  C.  Stephenson. 
You  now  insist  that  this  proviso  should  be  eliminated  from  my  certifi- 
cate. I  decline  to  eliminate  it  therefrom.  I  understand  that  certificates 
of  this  character  have  been  issued  by  my  predecessors  without  such  a 
condition  being  inserted  therein,  but  I  do  not  take  the  same  view  of  my 
duty  under  the  laws,  and  must  decline  to  follow  the  precedents  set  by 
them. 

Any  one  can  see  by  a  glance  at  the  statutes  referred  to,  that  Mrs. 
Stei)henson's  right  to  additional  entry  depends  upon  her  continuing  to 
be  the  widow  of  A.  C.  Stephenson ;  that  if  t^he  has  since  remarried,  or 
died,  the  right  belong^  to  minor  orphan  children,  if  any,  or  ceases  alto- 
gether, as  a  claim  against  the  United  States. 

Is  there  anything  unreasonable,  then,  in  requiring  that  this  essential 
fact  should  be  proved,  when  application  is  made  to  exercise  the  right 
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dependent  thereon  ?  The  law  does  not  make  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
certify  to  Mrs.  Stephenson's  right  at  all.  I  am  not  willing  to  certify  to 
it  without  adding  the  requirement  to  which  you  object.  There  is  no  in- 
tention to  discriminate  against  Mrs.  Stephenson  in  this  case.  I  regard 
all  cases  of  the  kind  as  properly  subject  to  the  same  rule.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  certificate  has  been  issued  in  disregard  thereof,  sinc^  my 
attention  was  called  to  the  point,  in  the  Stephenson  case,  and  if  any 
has  been,  it  has  resulted  from  inadvertence. 

Note  — The  foregoing  decision  was  affirmed  by  Secretary  Lamar,  December  3, 1886. 


CIRCULAR 

RKLATINO  TO 


MANNER  OF  ACQUIRING  TITLE  TO  TOWN-SITES  ON  PUB- 

UC  LANDS. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Oeneral  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  9,  1886.* 
Registers  and  Beceiyers, 

United  States  Land  Offices : 

Gentlemen:  There  are  three  methods  by  which  title  may  be  ac- 
qalred  to  pablic  lands  for  town-site  purposes:  one  provided  for  in  sec- 
tions 2380  and  2381 ;  another  in  sections  2382,  2383,  2384,  2385,  and 
2386;  and  the  third  in  sections  2387,  2388,  and  2389,  United  States  Be- 
vised  Statntes. 

I. 

Section  2380  authorizes  the  President  to  reserve  pnblic  lauds  for 
town-sites  purposes  on  the  shores  of  harbors,  at  the  junction  of  rivers, 
important  portages,  or  any  natural  or  prospective  centers  of  population. 
Section  2381  provides  for  the  survey  of  such  reservation  into  urban  or 
suburban  lots,  the  appraisement  of  the  same,  and  the  sale  ther^f  at 
public  outcry;  the  lots  remaining  unsold  are  thereafter  to  be  disposed 
of  at  public  sale  or  private  entry,  at  not  less  than  the  appraised  value 
thereof. 

II. 

Sections  2382,  2383,  2384,  2385,  and  2386,  Revised  Statutes  (act  3d 
March,  1863, 12  Stat,  754;  act  3d  March,  1865, 13  Stat.,  530),  limit  the 
extent  of  the  area  of  the  city  or  town  which  may  be  entered  under  said 
acts  to  640  acres,  to  be  laid  off  in  lots,  which,  after  filing  in  this  office 

*  The  circalar  takes  effect  on  the  date  of  the  Secretary's  approval. 
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the  statement,  transcripts,  and  testimony  required  by  section  2383,  are 
to  be  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  at  a  minimum  of  $10 
for  each  lot. 

An  actual  settler  upon  any  one  lot  may  pre-empt  that  lot,  and  any 
additional  lot  on  which  he  may  have  substantial  improvements,  at  said 
minimum  at  any  time  before  the  day  of  sale.  Such  person  must  furnish 
pre-emption  proof  showing  residence- and  improvement  upon  the  origi- 
nal lot  and  improvement  upon  additional  lot,  after  the  usual  notice  of 
intention  by  publication. 

Lots  not  disposed  of  at  time  of  public  sale  are  thereafter  subject 
to  private  entry  at  such  minimum  or  at  such  reasonable  price  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  order  from  time  to  time,  after  at  least 
three  months'  notice,  as  the  municipal  property"  may  increase  or  de- 
crease in  value. 

The  preliminaries  required  by  this  method  are : 

1.  Parties  having  founded  or  who  desire  to  found  a  city  or  town  on  the 
public  lands,  under  the  provisions  of  sections  2382,  2383,  2384,  2385,  and 
2386,  must  file  with  the  recorder  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is 
situate  a  plat  thereof,  describing  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  land 
according  to  the  lines  of  public  surveys,  where  such  surveys  have  been 
made. 

2.  Such  plat  must  state  the  name  of  the  city  or  town,  exhibit  the 
streets,  squares,  blocks,  lots,  and  alleys,  and  specify  the  size  of  the  same, 
with  mt'asurements  and  area  of  each  municipal  subdivision,  the  lots 
in  which  shall  not  exceed  4,200  square  feet,  with  a  statement  of  the 
extent  and  general  character  of  the  improvements. 

3.  The  plat  and  statement  must  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  party- 
acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  occupants  and  inhabitants  of  the  t.own 
or  city. 

4.  Within  one  month  after  filing  the  plat  with  the  recorder  of  the 
county  a  verified  copy  of  said  plat  and  statement  must  be  sent  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  accompanied  by  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses 
that  such  town  or  city  has  been  established  in  good  faith. 

5.  Where  the  city  or  town  is  within  the  limits  of  an  organized  land 
district  a  similar  map  and  statement  must  be  filod  with  the  register  and 
receiver.  The  exterior  boundary  lines  of  the  town,  if  upon  the  land  over 
which  Government  surveys  have  not  been  extended,  may,  when  such 
surveys  are  so  extended,  be  adjusted  according  to  those  lines,  where  it 
can  be  done  without  imi)airing  vested  rights. 

6.  In  case  the  parties  interested  shall  fail  or  refuse,  within  twelve 
months  after  founding  a  city  or  town,  to  file  in  the  General  Land  OflSce 
a  transcript  map,  with  the  statement  and  testimony  called  for  by  sec- 
tion 2382,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  cause  a  survey  and  plat  to 
be  made  of  said  city  or  town,  and  thereafter  the  lots  will  be  sold  at  an 
Increase  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  minimum  price  of  $10  per  lot. 
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7.  When  lots  vary  in  «ize  from  the  limitation  fixed  in  section  2382 
(4,200  square  feet),  and  the  lots,  buildings,  and  improvements  cover 
an  area  greater  than  640  acres,  such  variance  as  to  size  of  lots  or  excess 
in  area  will  prove  no  bar  to  entry,  but  the  price  of  the  lots  may  be 
increased  t-o  such  reasonable  amount  as  the  Secretary  may  by  rule 
establish. 

8.  Title  to  be  acquired  to  town  lots  embracing  mineral  entries  is  sub- 
ject to  recognized  possession  and  necessary  use  for  mining  purposes,  as 
provided  in  section  2386. 

III. 

Lands  actually  settled  upon  and  occupied  as  a  town-site,  and  there- 
fore not  subject  to  entry  ander  the  agricultural  pre-emption  laws,  may 
be  entered  as  a  town-site,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections 
2387,  2388,  and  2:389,  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  (ilct  March  2, 
1867,  14  Stat.,  541;  act  March  3,  1877,  19  Stat.,  392.) 

1.  If  the  town  is  incorporated,  the  entry  may  be  made  by  the  cor- 
porate authorities  thereof  througli  the  mayor  or  other  principal  ofiicer 
duly  authorized  so  to  do. 

2.  If  the  town  is  not  incorporated,  the  entry  may  be  made  by  the 
judge  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  in  which  said  town  is  situated. 

3.  In  either  case  the  entry  must  be  made  in  trust  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  occupants  thereof,  according  to  their  respective  interests. 

4.  The  execution  of  such  trust  as  to  the  disposal  of  lots  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  is  to  be  conducted  under  regulations  prescribed  b^'  state 
or  territorial  laws.  Acts  of  trustees  not  in  accordance  with  such  regu- 
lations are  void. 

5.  Private  individuals  or  organizations  are  not  authorized  to  enter 
town-sites  under  this  act,  nor  can  entries  under  this  act  be  made  of 
prospective  town-sites.  The  town  must  be  actually  established,  and 
the  entry  must  be  for  the  l>enefit  of  the  actual  inhabitants  and  occu- 
pants thereof. 

6.  The  officer  authorized  to  enter  a  town-site  may  make  entry  at  once, 
or  he  may  initiate  an  entry  by  filing  a  declaratory  statement  of  the  pur- 
pose of  the  inhabitants  to  make  a  town-site  entry  of  the  land  described. 

7.  The  entry  or  declaratory  statement  shall  include  only  such  land  as 
is  actually  occupied  by  the  town,  and  the  title  to  which  is  in  the  United 
States,  and,  if  upon  surveyed  lands,  its  exterior  limits  must  conform  to 
the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  lands. 

8.  The  amount  of  land  that  may  be  entered  under  this  act  is  propor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  inhabitants.  One  hundred  and  less  than  two 
hundred  inhabitants  may  enter  not  to  exceed  320  acres;  two  hundred 
and  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants  may  enter  not  to  exceed  640 
acres ;  and  where  the  inhabitants  number  one  thousand  and  over  an 
amount  not  to  exceed  1,280  acres  may  be  entered;  and  for  each  addi- 
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tional  one  thousand  inhabitants,  not  to  exceed  five  thousand  in  all,  a 
further  amount  of  320  acres  may  be  allowed. 

9.  When  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  a  town  is  less  than  one  hun- 
dred the  town-site  shall  be  restricted  to  the  land  actually  occupied  for 
town  purposes,  by  legal  subdivisions. 

10.  Where  an  entry  is  made  of  less  than  the  maximum  quantity  of 
land  allowed  for  town-site  purposes,  additional  entries  may  be  made  of 
contiguous  tracts  occupied  for  town  purposes,  which,  when  added  to 
the  previous  entry  or  entries,  will  not  exceed  2,560  acres;  but  no  addi- 
tional entry  can  be  allowed  which  will  make  the  total  area  exceed  the 
area  to  which  the  town  may  be  entitled  by  virtue  of  its  population  at 
date  of  additional  entry. 

11.  The  land  must  be  paid  for  at  the  Government  price  per  acre,  and 
proof  must  be  furnished  relating — 

1st,  To  municipal  occupation  of  the  land  ; 
2d,  Number  of  inhabitants; 
3d,  Extent  and  value  of  town  improvements ; 
4th,  Date  when  land  was  first  used  for  town-site  purposes ; 
5th,  Official  character  and  authority  of  officer  making  entry ;  and 
6th,  If  an  incorporated  town,  proof  of  incorporation,  which  should 
be  a  certified  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation. 

12.  Thirty  days'  publication  of  notice  of  intention  to  make  proof  must 
be  made  and  proof  of  publication  furnished. 

13.  Title  cannot  be  acquired  under  this  act  to  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
cinnabar,  or  copper,  nor  to  any  valid  mining  claim  or  possession.  A 
non-mineral  affidavit  is  required  in  all  states  and  territories  except 
Florida,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and 
Wisconsin. 

14.  A  greater  quantity  of  land  than  2,560  acres  is  not  excluded  from 
pre  emption  or  homestead  entry  because  of  town-site  reservations  un- 
less the  excess  in  area  is  actually  settled  upon,  inhabited,  improved, 
and  used  for  business  and  municipal  purposes. 

15.  If  the  corporate  limits  of  a  town  are  in  excess  of  the  maximum 

area  authorized  to  be  entered  as  a  town-site,  the  proper  quantity  may 

be  set  off",  as  provided  in  section  3  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1877,  and  the 

residue  be  open  to  disposal  under  the  homest'Cad  and  pre  emption  laws. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  J.  SPARKS, 

Commissioner, 
Approved : 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 

November  5,  1 SSG. 
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restoiutiox  of  forfeited  railroad  lands. 
Atlantic  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

The  lauds  withiq  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  formerly  >(ran ted  to  this  company, 
but  declared  forfeited  and  restored  to  the  pablic  domain  by  the  act  of  Jnly  6, 
1886,  are  opened  to  entry  and  settlement,  and  the  price  of  such  lands  as  well  as 
the  even  unmbered  sections  is  fixed  at  $*2.50  per  acre. 

The  price  of  the  alternate  ungranted  sections,  having  been  iocreaned  by  statute,  can- 
not be  reduced  on  the  forfeiture  of  the  grant,  in  the  absence  of  express  authority. 

The  odd  numbered  sections  forfeited  by  said  act  within  the  conflicting  limits  of  this 
road,  and  the  Southern  Pacific,  are  withheld  from  entry  pending  an  equitable  set- 
tlement of  the  rights  of  the  latter  company. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparl's,  December  10,  1886. 

Your  letter  of  November  12,  188G,  in  relation  to  the  restoration  to  the 
public  domain  and  fixing  the  price  of  the  forfeited  lands  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  therein  made  duly 
considered. 

The  act  of  July  6,  1886,  (Chap.  637,  pamphlet  copy,  p.  123)  provides 
that  all  the  lands,  with  certain  exceptions  named,  theretofore  granted 
to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Kailroad  Company,  "  which  are  adjacent  to 
and  coterminous  with  the  uncompleted  portions  of  the  main  line  of  said 

road be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  forfeited  and 

restored  to  the  public  domain." 

You  state  that  ^' the  portions  of  said  road,  which  remain  uncompleted, 
in  any  land  grant  State  or  Territory,  are  situated  in  the  Territory  of 
New  Mexico — between  Isleta  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  said  terri- 
tory— and  in  the  State  of  California,  between  the  Colorado  River  and 
San  Buenaventura  on  the  Pacific." 

You  also  state  that  in  your  "  opinion  said  act,  not  only  forfeited  the 
lands  in  question,  but  rendered  them  subject  to  settlement  immediately 
upon  its  passage."  In  this  view  I  concur.  You  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  act  of  forfeiture  fixes  no  price  at  which  the  restored  lands 
are  to  be  held,  and  you  say,  "  The  even  numbered  sections  have  here- 
tofore been  rated  at  double  minimum  price  of  $2.50  per  acre,  but  as  the 
road  has  not  been  completed,  and  the  grant  has  been  forfeited,  the 
reason  for  such  enhanced  rating  has  ceased  to  exist."  You  thereupon 
recommend  that,  as  to  the  forfeited  lands  in  New  Mexico,  you  be  au» 
thorized  to  instruct  the  local  officers  of  the  different  districts  in  which 
the  same  are  situated,"  to  give  notice  by  publication  for  at  least  thirty 
days  that  said  lands  have  been  restored,  and  that  the  books  of  their 
respective  offices  are  open  for  entry  of  the  same  at  the  rate  of  61.25  per 
acre,  under  the  preemption  and  homestead  laws  and  other  laws  re- 
lating to  unoffered  lands,  and  that  the  even  numbered  sections  are 
reduced  in  price  to  $1.25  per  acre. 
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I  approve  of  said  recommendations,  except  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  price  to  be  fixed  for  said  lands,  whether  in  the  odd  or  even  sec- 
tions. 

The  act  of  July  27, 1866  (14  Stat,  292),  making  the  grant  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad,  contained 
no  provision  raising  the  price  of  the  even  numbered  or  ungranted  sec- 
tions within  the  limits  of  said  grant,  but  said  sections  were  raised  to 
the  price  of  $2.50  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1853  (10  Stat.,  244), 
now  to  be  found  in  section  2357  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  The  odd 
numbered  sections  being  granted  to  the  railroad,  of  course  there  was 
no  legislation  affecting  their  price. 

The  price  of  the  even  numbered  sections  being  thus  raised  by  act  of 
Congress,  must  remain  as  fixed  thereby,  unless  some  like  authority  be 
shown  requiring  and  empowering  their  reduction.  This  reduction  or 
authority  to  reduce  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  forfeiting  act  of  July  6^ 
1886,  either  by  expression  or  implication,  its  provisions  being  shortly 
stated  in  one  paragraph  and  simply  declaring  the  forfeiture,  and  that 
said  lands  be  ^'  restored  to  the  public  domain,"  as  before  quoted.  If 
that  act,  inst.ead  of  forfeiting  only  the  lands  coterminous  with  the  un- 
completed portions  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  road,  had  repealed  the 
granting  act  entirely,  it  could  have  been  contended,  with  plausibility 
at  least,  that  all  the  lands,  along  the  line  of  said  proposed  road,  were 
thenceforth  to  be  treated  as  though  the  grant  had  never  been  made, 
and  therefore  were  to  be  disposed  of  at  $1.25  per  acre — the  price  at 
which  they  would  have  been  disposed  of,  if  the  grant  had  never  been 
made.    But  that  is  not  the  present  case. 

The  original  act  is  yet  in  force,  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
March  3, 1853,  appreciating  the  price  of  the  even  numbered  sections, 
attaching  to  them  whenever  they  became  identified  by  the  definite  lo- 
cation of  said  road,  as  fully  as  though  part  of  the  granting  act.  The 
effect  df  the  forfeiting  act  being  only  to  restore  to  the  United  States 
the  full  title  to  the  odd  numbered  sections  along  certain  portions  of 
said  line;  but  in  no  wise  to  affect  the  even  numbered  sections.  This 
being  so,  I  can  find  nothing  in  the  repealing  act  to  authorize  the  re- 
duction recommended. 

The  only  other  provision  of  law  that  I  am  aware  of  having  any  rela- 
tion whatever  to  the  matter,  or,  which  is  claimed  to  have  any  bearing 
upon  it,  is  section  2364  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  a  revision  of  the  act  of 
July  2,  1864  (13  Stat.,  374).  This  section  provides  that  "  whenever  any 
reservation  of  public  lands  is  brought  into  market,  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  fix  a  minimum  price,  not  less  than  $1.25 
per  acre,  below  which  such  lands  shall  not  be  disposed  of." 

The  word  ^^  reservation,"  as  here  or  elsewhere  used  in  relation  to  the 
public  lauds,  applies  to  such  lands  as,  for  any  reason  or  purpose,  have 
been  excepted  or  reserved  from  settlement,  entry,  or  other  disposal, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  general  land  laws.    The  even  numbered 
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sections  within  railroad  grants  are  not  thus  reserved,  though  spoken  of 
in  some  granting  acts  as  "reserved"  to  the  United  States  from  said 
grant ;  but  on  the  contrary  are  universally  held,  and  sometimes,  as  by 
the  sixth  section  of  the  granting  act  in  this  case,  expressly  declared  to 
be  subject  to  settlement,  etc.,  under  the  general  laws ;  differing  only 
from  other  public  lauds  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  them.  The  even 
numbered  sections  in  the  present  case  nevet  having  been  in  "  reserva- 
tion," but  always  open  to  disposal  to  the  public,  I  am  clear  the  above 
section  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  not  applicable  to  them. 

In  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress,  when  it  has  forfeited  grants 
to  other  roads,  no  fixed  rule  has  been  followed,  or  well  could  be,  because 
of  the  varying  circumstance  connected  with  the  forfeited  grant  or  the 
restored  lands.  Of  the  statutes,  declaring  such  forfeiture,  examined 
by  me,  I  find  that  in  most  of  them  there  has  been  no  special  provision 
in  relation  to  the  price  at  which  either  odd  or  even  sections  were  there- 
after to  be  sold,  nothing  being  said  on  the  subject.  In  other  of  the 
acts  the  restored  lands  were  "  to  be  disposed  of  hereafter  as  other 
public  lands,"  or  '<  disposed  of  under  the  general  land  laws."  In  the 
act  of  Jannai-y  31,  1885  (23  Stat.,  296),  forfeiting  the  grant  to  the  Ore- 
gon Central,  the  price  of  the  lands  was  fixed  at  tl.25  per  acre,  for  both 
odd  and  even  sections.  By  the  act  of  February  28, 1885,  forfeiting  the 
grant  to  the  Texas  and  Pacific,  the  price  of  the  restored  lands  was 
fixed  at  $2.50  per  acre.  Nor  has  the  practice  of  the  Land  Department 
been  uniform  in  the  cases  examined — the  only  ones  I  am  aware  of. 

In  the  case  of  the  New  Orleans,  Opelousas  and  Great  Western  Bail- 
road,  forfeited  by  act  of  July  14,  1870  (16  Stat.,  277),  the  price  of  the 
odd  sections  was  fixed  at  $1.25,  and  no  action  was  taken  in  relation  to 
the  even  sections,  the  act  providing  only  for  the  disposal  as  in  the  case 
of  other  public  lands.  In  the  forfeited  grant  of  the  Placerville  and 
Sacramento  Valley  Railroad,  April  15,  1874  (18  Stat.,  29),  both  odd  and 
even  sections  were  placed  at  $1.25  per  acre,  though  no  reduction  of 
price  was  made  by  the  forfeiting  act,  but  only  a  direction  to  dispose  of 
the  lands  as  public  land.  In  the  case  of  the  Stockton  and  Copperopolis 
Railroad  grant,  forfeited  June  15, 1874  (18  Stat.,  72),  the  same  action 
was  taken,  in  the  absence  of  authority  conferred  by  the  forfeiting  act. 
In  the  case  of  the  St.  Louis  and  Iron  Mountain  Railroad,  lands  for- 
feited by  act  of  June  28,  1884  (23  Stat.,  61),  the  odd  sections  were  re- 
stored at  $2.50  per  acre,  and  no  change  made  in  the  price  in  the  even 
sections,  in  the  absence  of  any  provision,  other  than  that  the  lands  were 
^^to  be  disposed  of  under  the  general  laws."  And  in  the  cases  of  the 
Oregon  Central  and  the  Texas  and  Pacific  the  special  provisions  of  the 
forfeiting  acts  were  followed. 

Finding  no  legislative  enactment,  nor  uniform  line  of  departmental 
rulings,  which  might  have  weight  as  establishing  a  rule,  I  must  decline 
to  assent  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  even  numbered  sections, 
below  the  sum  of  $2.50,  at  which  they  were  fixed  by  act  of  Congress. 
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With  regard  to  the  odd-numbered  or  granted  sections,  the  case  is 
different.  The  price  of  these  was  in  no  way  affected  by  the  grant  to 
the  railroad  company.  They  were  reserved  by  the  act  making  that 
grant  from  disposition  unuer  the  general  land  laws,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  By  the  act  of  forfeiture  they 
are  now  taken  out  of  that  **  reservation  "  and  restored  to  the  public 
domain,  and  I  think  under  existing  law,  as  now  found  in  section  2364 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  before  quoted,  authority  is  giveu  to  fix  the 
price  of  such  lands,  provided  it  be  not  less  than  tl.25  per  acre. 

Inasmuch  as  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  authority  to  reduce  the  price 
of  the  even  nun^bered  sections  below  (2.50,  it  would  obviously  be  very 
unwise  to  fix  the  price  of  the  odd  numbered  sections,  side  by  side  with 
the  former,  below  the  same  price.  You  will,  therefore,  instruct  the 
local  ofiicers  in  New  Mexico  that  the  even  and  odd  numbered  sections 
within  the  forfeited  limits  will  be  disposed  of  at  $2.50  per  acre,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  herein  expressed. 

With  regard  to  the  forfeited  lauds  along  the  uncompleted  portions  of 

the  line  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Eailroad  in  California,  '<  between 

the  Colorado  river  and  San  Buenaventura  on  the  Pacific,''  you  report., 

and  one  of  the  diagrams  forwarded  shows,  that  much  of  said  lands  are 

within  the  conflicting  granted  limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company. 

In  relation  to  this  matter  you  say: 

^Unasmuch  as  the  grants  to  these  companies  were  made  by  the  same 
aet,  it  follows,  under  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Conrt,  that  the 
latter  company  is  entitled  to  an  undivided  moiety  of  all  lauds  in  said 
conflicting  limits.  In  allotting  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany its  share  of  these  lands,  every  other  alternate  odd  numbered  sec- 
tion (as  sections  1,  5,  9,  etc.,)  can  be  set  apart  for  said  company,  and 
the  remaining  odd  numbered  sections  (as  sections  3,  7,  11,  etc.,)  re- 
stored." 

You  thereupon  suggest,  *'  that  the  restoration  of  the  lands  iu  said 
conflicting  limits  be  deferred  until  the  proper  officers  of  said  company 
can  be  communicated  with,  and  its  formal  consent  to  this  or  some  other 
equitable  division,  secured."  You  also  recommend  that  as  to  the  re- 
maining lands  within  the  conflicting  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  you  be  authorized  to  call  upon  said 
company  to  show  cause  why  such  lands  should  not  be  restored,  and 
"  that  pending  such  action,  the  restoration  of  all  lands  within  conflict- 
ing limits  be  deferred." 

Understanding  these  recommendations  to  relate  entirely  to  the  odd- 
numbered  sections,  within  the  conflicting  limits  of  the  two  roads;  as 
much  as  I  regret  the  necessity  for  any  delay  in  the  premises,  I  believe 
the  course  proposed  is  wisest  in  view  of  the  complications  existing,  and 
therefore  approve  said  recommendations.  But  prompt  action  should 
be  taken  so  that  the  forfeited  lands  be  opened  to  the  public  at  the 
earliest  possible  day. 
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practice— continuance— good  faith, 
Benedict  v.  Hebesgeb. 

A  oontinnance  tio  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  entryman  and  procure  his  attend— 
auce  properly  refused  where  he  was  represented  by  counsel  at  the  hearing,  and 
the  motion  therefor  was  not  filed  until  after  the  contestant  had  submitted  hift. 
testimony. 

Good  faith  not  consistent  with  evident  evasions  of  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  CommiHsioner  Sparks,  December  II,  18861 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Albert  V.  Benedict  v.  William  Heberger^ 
involving  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  117  N.,  R.  CO  W.,  5tb  P.  M.,  Huron, 
Dakota,  on  appeal  by  the  last  named  from  your  ofifice  decision  of  May 
15, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption  cash  entry  of  the  tract 
described. 

It  appears  that  Heberger  filed  his  declaratory  statement  October  9; 
1882,  with  allegation  of  settlement  August  9,  1SS2,  and  that  he  made^ 
final  proof  and  payment  for  the  land  April  10,  1883.  Subsequently,. 
Benedict  filed  in  the  local  office  his  corroborated  affidavit,  charging  in 
substance  that  Heberger's  proof  was  false  and  fraudulent  and  his  entry- 
illegal,  in  that  he  was  at  date  of  filing  under  twenty-one  years  of  age^ 
and  consequently  not  a  qualified  pre-emptor;  also  that  he  never  estab- 
lished  a  residence  upon  the  tract,  nor  did  ho  cultivate  and  improve- 
the  same  as  required  by  law.  Said  affidavit  was,  on  January  4,  1884^ 
forwarded  to  your  office,  where,  after  an  examination  of  the  charges^ 
direction  was  given  that  a  hearing  be  oidered  to  afford  Mr.  Benedict 
an  opportunity  to  submit  evidence  in  support  of  his  allegations. 

Hearing  was  duly  had,  at  which  contestant  appeared  and  submitted 
testimony  to  show  that  claimant  had  not  built  a  habitable  house  upon 
the  tract  and  that  he  had  not  resided  thereon. 

The  entryman  was  not  present  at  the  hearing,  nor  was  any  testimony 
offered  in  his  behalf.  He  was,  however,  represented  by  attorneys,  who 
cross-examined  plaint ift''s  witnesses  at  considerable  length.  When  the 
examination  of  said  witnesses  was  concluded,  counsel  for  defendant 
moved  a  continuance  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  his  whereabouts  and 
procure  his  attendance.  This  motion  was  overruled  by  the  local  office 
and  your  office  decision  sustains  the  ruling.  It  also  affirms  the  findings 
of  the  local  office,  to  the  effect  that  the  allegations  of  plaintiff  are  sus- 
tained by  the  testimony,  and  that  the  entry  should  be  canceled. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  record  as  made  in  the  case,  I 
concur  in  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  your  office.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
manifest  from  the  evidence  that  Heberger  nev^r  resided  upon  the  tract, 
and  that  his  so-called  settlement,  residence  and  improvements  were  a 
mere  pretence,  with  a  view  to  acquiring  title  to  the  tract  under  color  of 
2278  DEO 18 
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the  pre  emption  law,  while  evadiug  its  plainest  requirements.  He  tes- 
tified, in  making  final  proof, that  he  had  done  no  breaking  on  the  tract; 
that  his  only  improvements  were  a  house,  eight  by  ten,  and  a  well,  and 
that  said  improvements  were  worth  $150. 

The  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  shows  that  the  value  of  the  im- 
provements was  not  to  exceed  $25  ;  that  the  entryman  never  occupied 
the  house  as  a  [)lace  of  residence,  in  fact  that  it  was  not  habitable,  and 
that  what  the  proof  termed  a  well  is  not  worth}'  of  the  name.  No  fur- 
initure,  stove,  nor  cooking  utensils  were  ever  seen  in  the  shanty.  On 
the  outside,  looking  from  a  distance,  one  might  suppose  there  was  a 
49tove  inside,  because  a  stove  pipe  appeared  to  project  through  the  roof, 
but  a  closer  examination  showed  that  there  was  no  hole  in  the  roof 
through  which  it  could  pass,  but  that  it  was  tacked  to  the  roof,  thus 
giving  the  shanty  the  appearance  of  having  a  stove  within.  Such  a 
43ubterfuge  as  this,  of  itself  goes  far  to  show  a  premeditated  purpose  to 
juislead  and  deceive. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  I  have 
mo  hesitation  in  concluding  that  the  entry  was  made  in  bad  faith,  with- 
out compliance  with  the  law,  and  with  a  studied  purpose  to  evade  its 
requirements. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  oflice  decision. 


RAILROAD   GRANT— SETTLEMENT  CLAIM, 

E  AM  AGE  V,  Central  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

The  pre-emption  law  not  only  conferred  a  preferred  right  of  purchase,  but  also 
legalized  settlement  on  the  public  lands  with  a  view  to  cash  entry,  and  made 
such  settlement,  by  a  qualilied  person,  the  basis  of  a  claim  against  the  Uui^ed 
States. 

The  residence  and  possession  of  a  qualified  pre-emptor  covering  the  date  of  the  grant, 
withdrawal,  and  definite  location  excepted  the  land  from  the  oi>eration  of  the 
grant,  though  the  settler  subsequently  abandoned  said  land  and  perfected  a  pre- 
-emption claim  elsewhere. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  14,  1886. 

I  have  considered. the  case  of  Charles  Ramage  v.  The  Central  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  on  appeal  from  your  office  decision  of  May  8,  1885, 
adverse  to  the  company. 

The  tract  involved  consists  of  lots  1  and  2,  and  the  S.  i  of  'NE.  J  of 
Sec.  3,  T.  2  S.,  R.  2  W.„M.  D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  California,  and  is 
claimed  by  Ramage  under  the  preemption  law,  while  the  company  as- 
serts claim  to  it  under  the  grant  of  July  1,  1862  (12  Stat.,  489).  The 
facts  as  disclosed  by  the  record  in  the  case  appear  substantially  as  stated 
in  the  decision  appealed  from,  and  are  not  denied  by  appellant.    It  is 
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admitted  b^'  the  company  that  James  Kamage  occupied  the  tract,  resid- 
ing upon  and  improving  the  same  from  1860  to  1869,  when  he  sold  his 
possessory  claim  and  improvements ;  but  it  is  alleged  that  because  he, 
while  holding  said  tract,  purchased  the  possessory  right  to  certain  land 
in  section  2,  adjoining,  which  he  subsequently,  in  1878,  tiled  upon  as  a 
preemptor,  and  afterwards  transmuted  to  homestead,  upon  which  he 
made  final  proof  in  April,  1884,  therefore  his  occupation  of  the  tract  in 
dispute  did  not  confer  such  a  right  thereto  as  would  except  it  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant. 

This  contention  can  not  be  sustained.    James  Bamage  appears  to 
have  been  a  qualified  preemptor.     He  testified  at  the  hearing  that  he 
established  his  residence  upon  the  tract  in  1860,  with  the  intention  of 
preempting  the  same  as  soon  as  he  could  do  so,  and  that  he  resided 
there  with  his  family  until  1869.    It  is  in  evidence  that  his  house  and 
other  improvements  were  worth  at  least  $1,000.     He  could  not  during 
the  time  he  resided  there  file  for  the  land,  for  the  reason  that  it  had 
not  been  surveyed.    The  survey  was  not  made  until  1878.    His  posses- 
sion of  and  residence  upon  the  tract  covered  the  date  of  the  grant  to  the 
railroad  company,  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  on  account  thereof,  and 
the  date  of  definite  location  of  the  line  of  road.    The  fact  that  he  changed 
his  intention  in  1869  and  left  this  land,  and  afterwards,  in  1878,  settled 
upon  and  claimed  under  the  pre-emption  law  another  tract,  does  not, 
as  argued,  affect  the  question  at  issue.    It  does  not  change  the  fact  that 
the  settler  had  during  the  time  he  was  upon  the  land  a  preemption 
right  to  said  land  by  virtue  of  his  settlement  and  residence  thereon. 
The  pre-emption  law  did  more  than  create  a  right  of  pre-emption,  or  of 
purchase  before  others ;  it  legalized  settlement  on  the  public  lands  with 
a  view  to  casii  entry,  and  made  such  settlement  by  a  qualified  person 
the  basis  of  a  claim  against  the  United  States;  ^'it  protected  settlements 
already  made,  and  allowed  future  settlements  to  be  made  with  a  right 
of  pre-emption."    Emmerson  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (3  L.  D.,  271); 
Johnson  v.  Towsley  (13  Wall.,  72).    That  James  Kamage  did  not  remain 
on  the  laud  until  survey  and  consummate  his  claim,  does  not  change  the 
rule  above  enunciated,  nor  prevent  its  application  to  this  case. 

It  is  sufiicient  to  know  that  he  had  a  settlement  claim  capable  of  be- 
ing perfected,  in  order  to  determine  that  the  tract  did  not  pass  to  the 
company  under  its  grant.  This  being  determined,  it  follows  that  the 
tract  is  subject  to  jireemption  and  that  Charles  Kamage,  who  it  appears 
carae  into  x>ossession  by  purchase  of  the  improvements,  and  who  made 
settlement  in  1872,  and  has  since  resided  upon  the  tract  with  his  family, 
is  not  barred  by  any  claim  of  the  railroad  company  irom  filing  for  and 
enteriug  the  same  under  the  pre-emption  law. 
Your  office  decision  is  affirmed. 
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practice— review— standing  of  transferee, 

Cyrus  H.  Hill. 

A  decisiou,  rendered  on  the  appeal  of  an  entrynian,  rejt'ctiiifi:  Iiib  final  proof,  will  not 
be  reviewed  un  ibe  allegation  of  a  truunferee  that  be  did  not  receive  notice  of 
6ucb  decision. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  December  14,  1886. 

I  am  asked  by  Mr.  L.  H.  Hole,  attorney  for  the  U.  S.  Mortgage  Co. 
and  P^lizal)eth  H.  KicbardsoD,  to  review  aud  revoke  departmeutal  de- 
cision of  October  6,  1880,  directing  the  cancellation  of  the  Itomestead 
entry  of  Cyrns  H.  Hill,  made  December  6,  1883,  at  Huron,  Dakota,  for 
the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  26,  T.  Ill,  B.  67,  which  was  commuted  to  cash,  final 
proof  made  thereou,  and  certificate  issued  December  9,  1884.  And  it 
appears,  by  the  present  apidication,  that  on  the  day  after  the  issue  of 
the  final  certificate,  the  land  was  mortgaged  by  Hill  to  the  Mortgage 
Company,  for  the  sum  of  $300 ;  and  that  on  May  5, 1885,  the  Com])any 
assigned  the  mortgage,  received  from  Hill,  to  Elizabeth  H.  Richardson. 

The  application  for  review  is  based  substantially  upon  two  general 
grounds:  1st,  that  said  Richardson  had  no  notice  of  the  Commission- 
er's decision,  nor  an  opportunity  to  present  her  rights  or  equities,  or  to 
show  that  the  claimant  has  comi)lied  with  the  law.  2d,  That  the  can- 
cellation of  said  entry  was  contrary,  to  law  and  the  evidence. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point  made,  it  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  the 
case  of  John  C.  Featherspil  (4  L.  D.,  570)  wherein  it  was  said  that  in 
the  determination  of  that  case,  ^^  the  fact  that  there  is  a  mortgagee  now 
interested  in  maintaining  the  validity  of  the  entry  brings  no  new  ele- 
ment into  the  consideration  thereof,  inasmuch  as  he  can  have  no  better 
right  than  the  entryman  would  have  if  present,  and  with  whose  rights 
the  government  deals  only,  regardless  of  any  sale,  assignment,  or  lien 
made  by  him  to  third  jiarties;  recognizing,  however,  the  right  of  said 
third  i)arties,  where  their  rights  have  been  acquired  subsequently  to 
the  issue  of  final  certificate,  to  appear  and  protect  the  same  by  showing 
proper  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the 
entryujan." 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  there  was  nothing  in  the  record  to 
show  that  Hill  had  mortgaged  the  tract  in  question  ;  and  it  was  no  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  United  States  officers  to  search  the  records  in  the 
proper  territorial  office  to  ascertain  whether  any  transfer  of  said  laud 
had  been  made  or  lien  placed  thereon  by  him,  in  order  to  send  notice 
of  the  rejection  of  the  final  proof  to  such  transferee,  or  lienor.  Notice 
was  sent  to  the  entryman,  an  appeal  was  taken  by  him,  and  on  said 
appeal  the  judgment  of  your  office  was  affirmed.  There  is,  therefore, 
nothing  in  the  first  point  to  require  the  revocation  of  my  former  de- 
cision. 
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The  second  ground  relates  entirely  to  the  suflBciency  of  the  testimony 
snbmitted  by  Hill,  in  relation  to  his  residence  upon  the  land.  A  re- 
examination of  said  testimony,  so  far  from  showing  any  cause  for  revok- 
ing the  former  decision,  serves  to  confirm  ^^^trongly  the  views  therein 
expressed. 

I  therefore  deny  the  present  application. 


PRACTICE— STARK  DECISIS— ACTINC  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

Eees  r.  Central  Pao.  R.  li.  Co.    (On  Keview.) 

When  a  point  bus  been  settled  by  decision  it  forms  a  precedent,  which  the  Department 

will  not  depart  from,  nnless  clearly  contrary  to  principle. 
In  accordance  with  the  law  crentiii*^  the  office  of  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the 

decision  of  sncli  officer  is  in  effect  the  act  of  the  Secretary. 
Cases  will  not  be  referred  to  the  Attorney-General  for  his  opinion,  except  where  the 

Secretary  is  in  doubt  as  to  the  correct  conclnsion. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commifthimier  SparkH^  December  15,  1886. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  papers  accompanying  motions  of  connsel  for 
plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Thomas  Hees  v.  The  Central  Pacific  B.  R.  Co., 
for  a  review  of  departmental  decision  of  August  I4th,  last,  adverse  to 
him.  Said  motion  and  the  argument  in  support  of  it  I  have  carefully 
considered,  and  £  fail  to  find  any  good  reason  for  granting  it. 

In  that  opinion  the  Acting  Secretary  held  that  nearly  all  the  questions 
involved  in  the  case  had  already  been  ruled  upon  by  this  Department 
in  other  cases,  and  the  patented  and  out  boundaries  of  the  Mexican 
grants  therein  referred  to  defined  thereby,  as  well  as  the  construction 
to  be  given  to  the  particular  railroad  grants  under  consideration.  He 
might  well,  have  rested  his  conclusions  upon  the  well  recognized  doc- 
trine of  stare  decisis,  for  it  is  a  general  maxim  when  a  point  has  been 
settled  by  decision,  it  forms  a  precedent  which  is  not  afterwards  to  be 
departed  from,  unless  clearly  contrary  to  principle.  It  should  require 
ver3'  controlling  considerations  to  break  down  a  former  decision  and  lay 
anew  the  foundations  of  the  law.  He  held,  however,  that  inasmuch  as 
Bees  was  not  a  party  to  the  proceedings  in  any  former  case,  nor  the  par- 
ticular tract  of  land  the  subject  of  controversy,  and  that  other  interests 
in  similar  cases  were  before  the  Department,  he  would  consider  anew 
all  the  matters  presented  by  the  record.  The  decision  proceeded  at  great 
length  to  consider  seriatim  all  the  questions  involved.  After  full  con- 
sideration of  all  the  testimony  in  the  case,  and  the  arguments  of  counsel 
presented  in  their  respective  briefs,  the  conclusions  of  that  decision 
were,  first,  that  the  land  in  controversy  was  never  within  the  granted, 
claimed,  or  confirmed  limits  of  the  Moraga  grant;  second,  that  it  was 
never  within  the  granted,  claimed,  or  confirmed  limits  of  the  Sobrante 
grant;  and  third,  that  it  was  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  San 
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Lorenzo  grant,  but  was  excluded  therefrom  by  the  final  survey  of  that 
rancho  at  a  date  anterior  to  the  time  \yhen  the  grant  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany became  operative,  and  that  the  land  passed  to  the  railroad  com- 
pany under  its  grant. 

On  the  7th  day  of  October,  1886,  B.  B.  Newman,  attorney  for  Thomas 
Eees,  filed  before  A.  C  Blanchard,  register  of  the  laud  office  at  San 
Franc1v<c(),  California,  a  motion  for  review  and  re-consideration  of  the 
decision  of  the  Acting  Secretary  which  has  been  duly  transmitted  to 
this  Department.  It  presents  substantially  the  following  points  for  luy 
consideration : 

First. — That  Kt-es  et  ah  were  not  aflForded  any  opportunity  to  present 
evidence  or  argue  their  cases  before  the  Acting  Secretary,  by  whom  the 
decision  of  August  14th,  1886,  was  made. 

Second. —That  the  cases  were  argued  before  the  Secretary,  by  whom 
no  decision  was  made. 

Third. — That  the  decision  of  the  Acting  Secretary  is  against  and  con- 
trary to  the  law  and  the  evidence  referred  to  in  it. 

The  decision  of  the  Acting  Secretary  was  made  upon  a  full  consider- 
ation of  the  evidence  and  arguments  adduced  by  Thomas  liees  et  aL, 
and  after  full  consultation  with  the  Secretary  who  concurred  in  the  con- 
clusion reached.  His  decision  was  the  act  of  the  Secretary  in  every 
sense,  and  to  hold  otherwise  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  law  in  pro- 
viding such  an  officer  for  this  Department.  The  other  assignment  that 
the  decision  was  contrary  to  the  law  and  the  facts  is  considered  and  ad- 
judged unfounded. 

I  notice  the  forcible  effort  made  by  counsel  to  show  that  the  true  loca- 
tion of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  Moraga  grant,  when  properly  lo- 
cated, did  embrace  the  land  in  controversy.  This  position  wa^s  strenu- 
ously contended  for  in  the  argument  of  counsel  before,  both  orally  and 
by  printed  brief.  I  have  fully  considered  this  question,  have  examined 
all  the  facts  disclosed,  and  I  can  find  no  error  in  the  conclusion  reached 
by  the  Acting  Secretary.  To  meet  and  answer  anew  all  the  assertions 
of  fact,  made  in  the  present  motion,  would  require  a  restatement  of  the 
whole  case  and  at  last  end  in  repetition  of  the  decision  already  made, 
which  is  wholly  unnecessary. 

The  only  new  matter  presented  by  the  motion  is  that  certain  lands  in 
township  2  S.,  range  1  W.,  M.  D.  M.,  surrounding  the  land  in  contro- 
versy, are  opposite  the  first  completed  section  of  twenty  miles  of  road 
exten<ling  from  San  Jose  northward,  and  were  selected  by  the  Western 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  to  which  the  Central  Pacific  is  suc- 
cessor, on  December  11,  1866. 

The  records  of  the  Land  Office  show  that  list  numbered  two,  referred 
to  in  the  motion  of  counsel,  was  selected  December  11,  186i»,  and  did 
embrace  lauds  in  township  2,  3,  5  and  7  S.,  and  range  1  W.  and  1  E.^ 
but  the  records  also  show  that  tbis  list,  on  receipt  at  the  General  Land 
Office,  was  suspended,  and  across  it  was  written  ^'suspended  because 
selected  beyond  the  completed  first  section  of  twenty  miles." 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  279^ 

The  decision  of  A.agust  14tb  holds  that  the  company's  right  to  thes^ 
lands  did  not  attach  an  til  the  President's  acceptance  of  the  road  op> 
posite  thereto,  on  January  21,  1S70,  and  the  lands  in  list  numbered  2^ 
selected  as  aforesaid,  were  not  patented  to  the  company  until  May  21^ 
1870,  subsequent  thereto.  As  a  question  of  ft\ct,  the  records  of  the 
Land  Office  conclusively  support  the  statement  of  facts  made  by  the 
Acting  Secretary  and  he  was  manifestly  correct  in  the  conelusioin 
reached. 

The  argument  against  the  conclusion  of  law  in  the  former  decision^ 
viz.:  That  lands  public  in  every  sense  at  the  date  when  the  line  of  road 
was  definitely  fixed  passed  under  the  grant  adds  nothing  to  what  was- 
before  said  in  argument  and  fully  considered.  The  decision  upon  these 
points  properly  construed  the  law  applicable  to  this  case,  and  this  opin- 
ion is  strengthened  by  the  recent  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  case  of  Buttz  v.  the  Northern  Pacific  RailroaA 
Company  (119  U.  S.,  65). 

I  find  in  the  papers  in  the  case  a  motion  that  this  entire  case  should^ 
be  referred  to  the  Honorable  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  State*^ 
for  his  opinion  and  advice  on  the  decision  aforesaid,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  which  provides  that  "  the  At- 
torney General  shall  give  his  opinion  in  writing  when  requested  by  the 
President  or  by  the  head  of  a  Department." 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Department  under  its  present  man- 
agement to  refer  matters  and  cases  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his 
opinion  wherein  the  Secretary  is  in  doubt  as  to  a  correct  conclusion. 
In  this  case  I  have  no  doubt,  and  therefore  both  motions  are  denied. 


ENTRIES  AND  FILINGS  ON  SWAMP  LANDS. 

OIBOULAB. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receiver s^  December  13,  1886. 

The  rales  heretofore  in  force  relative  to  the  admission  of  entries  and 
filings  on  lands  selected  (and  prior  to  their  approval  and  certificatioD 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior)  as  ''swamp  and  overflowed  and  ren- 
dered thereby  unfit  for  cultivation,"  are  hereby  modified  as  follows: 

1.  When  any  settler  upon  such  lands  or  applicant  to  enter  the  same 
under  the  public  land  laws  of  the  United  States  shall  apply  to  make  a 
filing  or  entry  under  said  laws,  accompanied  by  a  statement  under  oathi 
corroborated  by  two  witnesses,  that  the  land  in  its  natural  state  is  not 
swamp  and  overflowed  and  rendered  thereby  unfit  for  cultivation,  tha 
register  and  receiver  will  allow  such  filing  or  entry  "  subject  to  the- 
swamp  land  claim." 

2.  Upon  the  admission  of  any  such  filing  or  entry  the  register  will  at 
once  notify  the  governor  of  the  State  thereof,  and  allow  him  sixty  day» 
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within  which  to  object  to  the  perfection  of  the  entry  and  to  apply  for  a 
hearing  in  behalf  of  the  State  to  prove  the  swampy  character  of  the 
land. 

3.  When  a  hearing  is  ordered  between  the  State  and  claimant  under 
-the  public  land  laws,  the  burden  of  proof  jv^ill  be  upon  the  State  to 
^establish  the  character  of  the  land. 

4.  When  no  protest  or  application  for  a  hearing  is  presented  on  the 
g[)art  of  the  State,  as  herein  provided,  the  State  will  be  deemed  concluded 
from  thereafter  asserting  a  claim  to  the  land  under  the  swamp  land 
;grant. 

5.  The  foregoing  applies  only  to  those  States  whose  claims  are  adjusted 
by  examinations  in  the  field. 

6.  Where  swamp  hind  selections  are  based  upon  the  field  notes  of 
survey,  and  the  land  is  alleged  not  to  have  been  in  fact  swamp  and 
overflowed,  and  rendered  thereby  unfit  for  cultivation  at  the  date  of  the 
swamp  land  grant,  the  burden  of  proof  will  be  upon  the  contestant  or 
adverse  claimant  under  the  public  land  laws. 

7.  You  will  promptly  advise  this  office  when  notice  is  given  the 
governor  in  any  case,  stating  the  date  of  such  notice,  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  involved.  You  will  also  duly  report  the  governor's 
^action  in  each  case. 

Approved: 

L.  Q.  G.  Lamab, 

Secretary. 


railroad  obant-^suit  to  vacate  patent, 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

The  Department  adheres  to  its  former  recommendation  of  suit  to  vacate  patents  is- 
sned  to  this  company  for  certain  even  sections  of  land  in  Allen  County,  Kansas. 

The  case  of  the  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  and  South  Kansas  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Benjamin 
Harris  Brewster  cited  and  distinguished. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotv  to  Attorney  General  Garland^  December  17, 

1886. 

f  have  the  honor  to  Hcknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  transmitting  a  letter  from  one  John  8.  Martin,  of  Moran, 
Kansas,  asking  that  the  suit  recommended  on  Jane  16, 1886  (4  L.  D., 
573),  be  dismissed.  As  grounds  for  such  request,  Mr.  Martin  refers 
vaguely  to  an  ^'opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court.'^  I  suppose  the  refer- 
ence to  be  to  the  case  of  the  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  and  South  Kansas 
Railroad  Company  v,  Benjamin  Harris  Brewster,  Attorney  General,  de- 
cided by  that  court  November  8,  1886.  After  an  examination  of  the 
opinion  in  that  case,  I  can  not  see  that  it  conflicts  in  any  manner  with 
cny  said  recommendation,  or  with  the  issues  in  the  suit  commenced  pur- 
isuant  thereto.    The  recommendation  of  this  Department  of  June  16, 
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1886,  was  that  sait  be  instituted  to  set  aside  patents  issued  to  the  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  Company  for  even  sections  in  its  in- 
demnity limits,  (1)  where  they  overlap  the  granted  limits  of  the  Leav- 
enworth, Lawrence  and  Galveston  road,  and  (2)  where  they  overlap  the 
indemnity  limits  of  said  Foad,  in  so  far  as  they  lay  in  Allen  County, 
Kansas. 

The  case  above  referred  to  involved  the  title  to  odd  sections  only,  ly- 
ing in  the  common  indemnity  limits,  and  in  no  manner  referred  to  the 
even  sections.  This  is  stated  in  the  bill  and  admitted  in  the  answer, 
upon  which  the  issues  were  joined.  The  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and 
Galveston  road  had  relinquished  all  claim  to  such  sections  to  the  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  and  Texas  Company  and  that  company  took  patents  for 
the  same  and  assigned  them  to  the  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  and  South 
Kansas  road,  the  successor  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galves- 
ton.   The  remaining  pertinent  facts  of  that  case  are  as  follows : 

An  act  of  Congress,  Hpproved  March  3,  1863,  granted  to  the  State  of 
Kansas,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  the  Leaven- 
worth, Lawrence  and  Galveston  railroad,  and  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
and  Saute  F6  railroad,  with  a  branch  down  the  valley  of  the  Neosho 
River,  in  said  State,  *'  every  alternate  section  of  land  designated  by  odd 
nnml/ers,  for  ten  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road  and  each 
of  its  branches."  The  act  also  provided  for  indemnity  for  lands  lost, 
by  selections  from  the  odd  sections  in  a  strip  ten  miles  wide  on  each 
side  of  said  roads.  The  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F^  R.  R.  Co.  did 
not  build  said  branch,  but,  on  March  9,  1866,  assigned  all  its  interest 
and  right  in  the  same  to  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  South- 
ern Branch  (afterwards  known  as  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  R. 
B.  Co.).  The  act  of  July  26,  1866,  made  a  similar  grant  to  said  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  U.  P.  K.  R.  Co.,  Southern  Branch,  also 
extending  down  the  valley  of  the  Neosho  and  through  the  same  lands, 
providing  however  that  indemnity  might  be  taken  ''  from  the  public 
lands  of  the  (Tnited  States"  nearest  to  the  granted  sections.  Under 
this  latter  act  the  road  was  constructed,  and  near  tbe  southern  boundary 
of  Allen  county  crossed  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  road 
(of  which  the  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  and  South  Kansas  road  is  the 
successor).  Hence  the  conflict  in  question  between  the  indemnity  limits 
of  the  two  roads.  Such  being  the  facts,  it  was  insisted  by  counsel  that 
the  lands  in  question  became  appropriated  by  the  act  of  1863  to  the 
building  of  the  southern  branch  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6 
B.  It.,  and  that  the  grants  of  1863  and  of  1866,  instead  of  being  made 
by  Congress  in  aid  of  one  and  the  same  road,  are  different  and  conflict- 
ing grants,  and  that  the  earlier  grant  prevents  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
and  Texas  R.  R.  Co.  fiom  realizing  the  bounty  of  Congress  on  that  sub- 
ject, because  there  is  in  the  latter  grant  an  express  reservation  of  any 
lands  granted  previously  for  railroad  purposes,  as  follows:  ^< Provided, 
that  any  and  all  lands  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  any 
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act  of  Congress for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  any  object 

of  internal  improvement be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
served to  the  United  States  from  the  operations  of  this  act."  But  the 
court  found  that  the  Missouri.  Kansas  and  Texas  Company  had  become 
possessed  by  assignment  of  all  rights  under  the  act  of  1863 ;  that  Con- 
gress was  aware  of  this  fact ;  that  the  two  acts  are  to  be  taken  and  con- 
strued in  pari  materia  ;  that  the  only  object  was  the  building  of  one 
road,  and  that  Congress  ''  iute.ided  by  the  latter  act  to  ratify  and  make 
good  the  right  which  the  Union  Pacific  H.  R.  Co.,  Southern  Branch,  al- 
ready had  to  the  same  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  building  that  road." 
This  reasoning  can  not  apply  to  the  even  sections,  for  none  of  the  acts 
authorized  the  selection  of  even  sections,  except  the  act  of  186G.  So 
far  from  militating  against  the  said  reco:nmendation,  the  language  of 
the  court  foreshadows  a  favorable  decision  in  the  case  in  question,  for 
after  stating  the  argument  based  on  the  above  quoted  proviso  the  court 
says:  ^^If  the  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co.  had  built  a 
line  of  road  along  the  same  general  course  and  through  the  same  lands, 
twenty  miles  in  width,  that  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  R.  R.  Co. 
has  occupied  with  its  roadc  and  asserted  a  claim  to  these  lauds,  or  to 
any  of  them,  the  argument  would  be  almost  irresistible.'^  Now,  this  lan- 
guage describes  just  the  status  of  the  lands  in  questiou,  as  far  as  they 
lie  in  the  granted  limits  of  the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  nnd  Galveston 
Co.  That  company  did  build  its  road  ^^  through  the  same  lauds,"  and 
asserted  a  claim  to  them.  Whether  the  language  of  the  court  applies 
to  the  sections  in  the  common  indemnity  limits,  does  not  seem  necessary 
to  determine.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  et^e/i  sections  were  not  an- 
der  discussion  at  all.  I  can  find  no  reason  in  said  decision  for  modifying 
the  former  recommendation. 


residence— public  official. 
Leon  E.  Lum. 

The  resideace  of  a  pablic  official  is  presumptively  consistent  with  the  law  creatini; 

the  office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  17,  18SB. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Leon  E.  Lum,  involving'  pre-emption 
cash  entry  for  the  N.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  the  N.  i  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec. 
4,  T.  134,  R.  27,  St.  Cloud,  Minnesotii,  containing  153.22  acres,  oil  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  19,  1885,  holding  said 
entry  for  cancellation. 

It  appears  that  the  facts  are  as  follows :  Lum  made  his  settlement 
January  5, 1883,  erecting  a  frame  building,  twelve  by  fifteen  feet  Some 
two  or  three  months  afterwards,  he  built  a  log  house,  eighteen  by 
twenty-two  feet,  and  a  stable  twelve  by  twenty-six  feet.    There  was  a 
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floor  in  the  honse,  and  both  the  house  and  barn  had  a  board  roof  cov- 
ered with  tar  paper.  After  flual  proof,  he  dag  a  well  and  curbed  it  up, 
adding  a  board  partition  to  the  house,  two  doors  and  a  window.  The 
stable  was  enlarged  to  twenty-six  by  thirty-eight  feet.  About  two  acres 
of  land  were  broken,  and  planted  with  potatoes,  turnips  and  other  veg- 
etables. The  iinpi'oveineuts  were  worth  $250  or  thereabouts,  Lum 
paid  the  double  minimum  price  for  the  land,  $2.50  per  acre. 

It  appears  that  Lum  never  actually  established  a  residence  upou  the 
land.  It  does  uot  appear  in  the  record  that  the  claimant  ever  slept  on 
the  laud,  while  it  does  appear  that  William  Seeley,  a  wituess  on  behalf 
of  the  claimaut,  had  the  use  of  the  house  and  barn  as  a  logging  camp 
for  "a  part  of  the  summer  and  the  winter  of  1884." 

Mr.  Lum's  attempt  to  establish  and  prove  a  residence  is  moreover  in- 
coosi8teut  with  his  position  as  city  attorney  at  Brainerd,  which  from 
the  records  it  is  proved  that  he  held.  The  seventh  section  of  article 
seven  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  amended  Novem- 
ber 3,  1868,  reads  as  follows : 

*'  Every  person  who  by  the  provisions  of  this  article  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  any  election,  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  which  now  is  or 
hereafter  shall  be,  elective  by  the  people  in  the  district  wherein  he  shall 
have  resided  thirty  days  previous  to  such  election,  except  a«  otherwise 
provided  in  this  constitution,  or  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States.'^ 

For  these  reasons  I  affirm  your  decision  of  July  19,  1885,  and  direct 
that  the  entry  be  canceled. 


private  claim-jurisdiction— indemnity  scrip. 

John  Shafer. 

When  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  limited  and  special  authority  appears  upon  the 
face  of  its  proceedings,  its  action  cannot  be  coUateraUy  attacked  for  mere  error 
or  irregalarity. 

The  jurisdiction  appearing,  the  same  presumption  of  law  arises  that  it  was  rightly 
exercised,  as  prevails  with  reference  to  the  action  of  a  court  of  superior  and  gen- 
eral authority. 

In  a  claim  for  indemnity  scrip  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  2,  1858,  it 
must  appi'ar  that  the  alleged  basis  for  indemnity  was  not  embraced  among  the 
claims  expressly  excepted  from  confirmation. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  December  15,  1886. 

By  the  treaty  of  Paris,  signed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  and  ratified 
on  the  21at  of  October  in  the  same  year,  Frauce  ceded  the  Louisiana 
territory  to  the  United  States  (8  Stat.,  200).  Congress  thereupon  passed 
the  acts  of  April  25,  1812  (2  Stat.,  713),  and  March  3,  1819  (3  id.,  528), 
providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands 
in  that  part  of  the  said  territory  which  lies  east  of  the  Mississippi 
Biver  and  the  Island  of  New  Orleans,  and  west  of  the  Kiver  Perdido. 
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Pnrsnant  to  these  acts  of  GoD^i^ress  this  part  of  said  territory  was 
divided  iuto  two  land  districts,  between  which  Pearl  river  was  the 
boundary ;  and  for  each  of  which  districts  commissioners  for  land  claims 
were  appointed.  In  obedience  to  these  laws  the  Commissioners,  Crosby 
and  Skipwith,  of  the  St.  Helena  district  of  Louisiana,  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1821,  made  their  report  and  recommended  for  confirmacion  a  list 
of  settlement  claims  in  their  district.  In  said  list  and  numbered  190, 
is  fonn<l  the  claim  of  John  Shafer.  This  report  is  now  published  in 
Volume  3,  American  State  Papers — Green's  Edition — page  447. 

These  daims  were  confirmed  by  the  acts  of  Congress  approve<l  May 
8,  1822  (3  Stat,  707),  and  August  0,  1H4C  (9  id.,  G6).  The  confirmation 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1822  is  in  tbe  following  language^ 

*'Tlie  persons  embraced  in  the  lists  of  actual  settlers,  or  their  legal 
re])resentatives,  not  having  any  written  evidence  of  claim  reported  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  when  it  appears  by  the  said  reports,  or  by  the  said  lists, 
that  the  land  claimed  or  settled  on  had  been  actually  inhabited  or  culti- 
vated by  such  person  or  persons  in  whose  right  he  claims,  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  1813,  be  entitled  to  a  grant  for  the  1  ind  so 

claimed  or  settled  ou  as  a  donation  :  Provided, That  no  lands 

shall  be  thus  granted  which  areclaimed  or  recognized  by  the  preceding 
sections  of  this  act,  or  by  virtue  of  a  confirmation  under  the  said  act 
of  1819.'' 

And  the  concluding  part  of  the  act  of  lb46  provides:  ^^  But  thi:^  con- 
firmation shall  in  no  manner  affect  prior  rights,  and  shall  only  amount 
to  a  relinquishment  on  the  part  of  the  United  States." 

At  a  succession  sale  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  confirmee,  had  on 
the  19th  of  March  1872,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  parish  conrt 
in  and  for  the  parish  of  St.  Helena,  Louisiana,  this  inchoate  claim  was 
purchased  by  John  G.  Cole  and  Company,  of  said  parish,  in  whose  name 
an  application  was  made  to  the  surveyor- general  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
29th  of  th*e  following  June,  for  indemnity  scrip  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  June  2,  1858  (11  Stat,  294). 

For  some  reason  or  other,  which  does  not  ap}>ear  in  the  record  before 
me,  the  scrip  was  not  iirepared  by  the  surveyor  general,  and  nothing 
further  api>ear8  to  have  been  done  in  relation  to  the  same  for  more  than 
ten  years,  when  the  surveyor-general  reported  that  this  claim  together 
with  some  others  was  susi)ended  under  the  ruling  in  the  well  known 
case  of  Joshua  Garrett  (2  C.  L.  L.,  1005). 

In  the  course  of  official  business  the  case  came  before  your  office 
where  a  final  decision  against  the  right  of  said  Cole  and  Company  to 
receive  scrip  for  this  claim  under  the  said  act  of  1858  was  rendered 
January  29,  1884.  The  grounds  upon  which  said  decision  was  based 
are.  First,  That  inasmuch  as  there  were  certain  restrictions  on  this 
claim,  and  certain  provisos  in  the  confirmatory  acts  of  Congress,  there- 
fore no  certificates  of  location  ought  to  issue  until  the  actual  or  approx- 
imate locus  of  the  land  claimed  by  Shafer  should  be  shown.  This  was 
lollowing  the  rule  in  the  case  of  Madam  Bertrand  (Land  Office  Report 
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for  1879,  p.  215).  Second,  That  even  were  it  ascertained  that  cerfifii- 
cates  should  issue  on  this  claim,  the  parties  ap|)1icant  therefor  have 
not  shown  themselves  to  be  entitled  to  them,  because  the  ruling  in  the 
"Garrett''  case  (supra)  had  not  been  complied  with. 

From  said  decision  an  appeal  was  broug^ht  here,  and  the  questions  in- 
volvetl  in  the  case  have  been  ver}^  carefully  considered,  counsel  for  ap- 
pellants having  been  heard  orally  and  also  by  brief.  The  main  grounds 
urged  in  the  appeal  against  the  decision  below,  are,  that  the  case  upon 
which  it  is  based,  namely  the ''Bertrand" case,  and  the  "Garrett"  case 
are  erroneous  expositions  of  the  law  in  relation  to  such  matters,  and 
for  that  reason  they  should  be  overruled. 

Now,  the  "  Garrett''  case  was  overruled  by  this  Department  on  the 
17th  of  September  last,  in  the  case  of  Lettrieus  Alrio  (5  L.  D.,  158); 
but  as  the  succession  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  this  claim  were  had 
in  a  differently  constituted  court  and  under  a  somewhat  different  judi- 

4 

cial  system,  from  those  in  the  "Alrio"  case,  I  have  examined  this  ques- 
tion anew,  as  to  its  applicability  to  the  present  case. 

The  first  question  to  be  considered  thus  becomes:  Are  the  purchasers 
of  said  claim  at  the  judicial  sale  aforesaid  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  said  John  Shafert 

As  already  stated,  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  succession  of 
John  Shafer  were  had  in  1872.  They  were  therefore  under,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  judicial  system  of  Louisiana,,  as  it  existed  under  the 
State  constitution  of  1868.  For  be  it  remeuibered  that  the  act  of  1858 
recognizes  as  the  legal  representative  of  a  confirmee  in  the  particular 
case  liim,  who,  under  local  law,  is  the  owner  of  the  claiui. 

Article  73  of  the  Constitutiou  provides:  "The  judicial  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  supreme  court,  in  district  courts,  in  parish  courts^  and  in 
justices  of  the  peace."  Article  87.  "...  All  successions  shall  be 
opened  and  settled  in  the  parish  courts;  and  all  suits  in  which  a  succes- 
sion is  either  plaintiff  or  defendant  may  be  brought  either  in  the  parish 
or  district  court,  according  to  the  amount  involved." 

A  further  examination  of  the  statutes  of  the  State  discloses  the  fact, 
which  is  conceded  here  by  the  appellant,  that  the  parish  court  of  St. 
Helena  is  a  court  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction,  as  that  term  is 
generally  understood  and  used.  Now,  it  is  well  settled  in  jnrisj)ru- 
dence,thatthejudgmentofacourtof  limited  jurisdiction  can  be  inquired 
into  only  so  far  as  the  inquiry  relates  to  the  facts  necessary  to  confer 
juruidictionj  but  no  inquiry  can  be  made  beyond  the  jurisdictional  facts. 
(Wells  CD  Res  Adjudicata  and  Stare  Decisis,  341-^;  and  Secombe  v. 
Railroad  Company,  23  Wall.,  108).  And  in  the  case  of  Comstock  v, 
Crawford  (3  Wall.,  390),  the  court  say,  with  reference  to  the  general 
question  before  me  for  consideration : 

"  It  is  well  settled  that  when  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  limited  and 
special  authority  appears  upon  the  face  of  its  proceedings,  its  action 
eaunot  be  collaterally  attacked  for  mere  error  or  irregularity.    The 
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jurittdictiou  appeariug,  the  same  presamptiou  of  law  arises  that  it  was 
rightly  exercised  as  prevails  with  reference  to  the  action  of  a  coart  of 
superior  and  general  authority.  .  .  .  When  by  the  presentation  of 
a  case  within  the  statute  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  has  once  attached, 
the  regularity  or  irregularity  of  subsequent  steps  can  only  be  qut'stioned 
in  some  direct  mode  j>rescribcd  by  law.  They  are  not  matters  for  which 
the  decrees  of  the  court  can  be  collaterally  assailed.  .  .  .  The  suf- 
ficiency of  the  proof  upon  which  the  court  took  its  action  is  not  a  matter 
open  to  consideration  in  a  collateral  matter.  It  does  not  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction.'' 

Now  what  are  the  jurisdictional  facts  appearing  upon  the  face  of  the 
record  in  the  case  under  consideration  f 

An  inspection  of  the  transcript  of  the  record  of  proceedings  of  the 
parish  court,  parish  of  St.  Helena,  in  the  matter  of  this  succession 
shows  the  necessary  facts  to  confer  jurisdiction  under  the  Louisiana 
law.  Section  3C91  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Louisiana,  1870,  provides: 
^'Whenever  it  shall  be  found  by  the  clerk  that  a  succession  is  so  small 
that  no  person  will  apply  for,  or  accept  the  curatorship,  the  clerk  shall 
assume  the  administration  of  such  succession,  provided^  the  value  of 
such  succession  is  not  more  than  $500.'' 

Article  1114,  Civil  Code :  "  He  who  claims  the  curatorship  of  a  vacant 
succession,  or  one  of  which  the  heirs  or  part  of  them  are  absent  and  not 
represented  must  present  his  petition  to  that  effect  to  the  judge  of  the 
place  where  the  succession  was  opened." 

It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  John  H.  Pipes,  clerk  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Helena,  presented  his  petition  to  the  judge  of  that  parish,  setting^ 
forth  :  ^<  That  John  Shafer  departed  this  life  in  said  parish  intestate, 
leaving  the  property  described  of  less  value  than  $500,  and  that  he  had 
no  heirs  present  or  represented  in  the  State."  In  the  language  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Comstock  v.  Crawford  (supra),  ^^  These 
recitals  in  the  petition  and  in  the  record  are  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
facts  recited,  and  show  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  over  the  subject. 
What  followed  was  in  the  exercise  of  its  judicial  authority,  and  could 
only  be  questioned  on  appeal." 

The  effect  of  these  succession  sales  and  the  force  and  effect  that  is 
given  to  a  judgment  or  decree  of  the  court  in  relation  to  them  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  also  the  weight  that  should  be  given  them  in 
the  executive  departments  of  the  general  government,  were  very  fully 
discussed  in  the  late  case  of  Lettrieus  Alrio  (supra),  which  was  in  many 
respects  analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration,  and  nothing  further 
need  be  said  here  in  relation  to  those  matters.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
from  what  has  already  been  said  herein,  and  for  the  reasons  assigned 
for  the  conclusion  reached  in  the  "Alrio"  case,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  purchasers  of  this  inchoate  claim  at  the  succession  sale  afore- 
said, the  present  applicants  herein,  shoald  be  considered  as  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  said  John  Shafer,  and  should  receive  the  scrip 
applied  for,  unless  said  scrip  should  be  withheld  for  some  other  reason. 
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The  only  other  reason  for  withholding  said  scrip  i<<  tband  in  the  first 
objection  noted  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  hereto- 
fore set  out  in  detail.  And  to  this  question  our  attention  will  now  be 
directed. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1858,  under 
which  the  present  application  is  made  provides: 

''That  in  all  cases  of  contirniation  by  this  act,  or  where  any  i)rivate 
land  claim  has  been  confirmed  by  Congress,  and  the  same,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  has  not  been  located  or  satisfied,  either  for  want  of  a  specific  loca- 
tion prior  to  such  confirmation,  or  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  other  than 
a  discovery  of  fraud  in  such  claim  sub^vequent  to  such  confirmation,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  district  in  which  such 
claim  was  situated,  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  such  claim  has  been 
so  confirmed,  and  that  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  remains  unsatisfied, 
to  issue  to  the  claimant,  or  his  legal  representatives,  a  certificate  of  loca- 
tion for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed  and  unsatisfied  ; 
which  certificate  may  be  located  upon  auy  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre:  Provided^  That  such  location 
shall  conform  to  legal  divisions  and  subdivisions." 

In  the  examination  of  this  question  two  inquiries  present  themselves 
for  consideration  :  First,  Was  the  confirmation  before  mentioned,  such 
a  confirmation  as  the  act  of  1858  contemplated!  Second,  If  so  confirmed, 
does  the  claim  for  any  reason  mentioned  in  said  act  remain  unsatisfied  f 

^ow,  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  Cosby  and  Skipwith,  the 
settlement  claim  of  John  Shafer  is  said  to  lie  in  the  parish  of  St.  Helena, 
and  the  date  of  the  inhabitation  and  cultivation  is  given  as  1809.  This 
claim,  then,  is  within  the  pro\isions  of  the  confirmatory  acts  in  so  far 
as  the  date  of  inhabitation  and  cultivation  is  concerned.  Becurring 
now  to  the  acts  of  confirmation,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  these  settlement 
claims  were  not  confirmed  absolutely  for  a  certain  number  of  acres  of 
land,  but  only  qualijiedly,  or  under  certain  restrictions.  In  other  words, 
the  claim  confirmed  was  a  mere  contingent  grant,  valuable  only  in  case 
it  did  not  embrace  lands  claimed  or  recognized  by  the  first  two  sections 
of  the  act  of  May  8, 1822,  or  by  virtue  of  a  confirmation  under  the  act  of 
March  3, 1819.  The  language  of  these  confirmatory  acts  is  express  upon 
this  point,  and  can  not  be  misunderstood.  It  is:  ^'No  lands  shall  be 
thus  granted  which  are  claimed  or  recognized  by  the  preceding  sections 
of  this  act,  or  by  virtue  of  a  confirmation  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1819." 
And  again :  ^'  But  this  confirmation  shall  in  no  manner  affect  prior 
rights,  and  shall  only  amount  to  a  relinquishment  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States." 

The  two  "preceding  sections"  of  the  act  of  1882  had  reference  to 
claims  to  land  derived  from  British  or  Spanish  authorities,  reported  to 
the  Commissioners  and  recognized  by  them  as  valid  and  complete  titles 
agreeably  to  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  the  said  governments; 
and  also  all  claims  reported  to  the  Commissioners  founded  on  orders  of 
survey,  requettes,  permission   to  settle,  or  other  written  evidence  of 
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title.  And  the  act  of  1819  had  refereuce  to  claims  of  the  same  uatare 
as  those  referred  to  in  the  first  two  sections  of  the  act  of  1822.  So  that, 
if  this  claim  of  John  Shafer  embraced  lands  included  within  any  of 
the  other  classes  of  claims  mentioned  in  the  act  of  1819  or  the  act  of 
1822,  to  that  extent  it  was  not  confirmed.  In  other  words,  to  that 
extent  it  was  no  claim  at  all,  within  the  meaning  of  the  a^t.  The  act 
in  effect  granted  and  confirmed  to  these  settlement  claimants  only  so 
mnch  land  as  they  claimed,  with  this  condition,  that  such  lands  were 
not  embraced  within  any  claim  of  the  other  classes  therein  mentioned. 
This  raises  a  qnestion  of  fact,  and  the  first  thing  to  be  shown  by  the 
applicants  for  scri[>  herein,  is,  that  the  claim  of  John  Shafer  did  not 
embrace  lands  included  within  any  claim  of  the  other  classes  men- 
tioned in  the  confirmatory  acts.  Until  this  be  shown  there  is  no  basis 
for  indemnity  nnder  the  act.  That  is  to  say,  there  is  no  showing  ma<ie 
that  the  claim  in  question  has  been  confirmed  by  Congress  for  any  de- 
finite amount  of  land.  True,  these  settlement  claims  were  nsually  for 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  never  exceeding  that  amount;  and  from  a 
certificate  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  the  New  Orleans  Land  Office, 
dated  July  8th,  1872,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  claim  of  John  Shafer  was 
confirmed  under  the  act  of  1846  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  But 
neither  in  this  certificate  nor  in  the  report  as  published  in  Green  is 
there  any  description  of  the  claim  either  by  metes  and  bounds  or  other- 
wise. So  that  considering  this  certificate  in  connection  with  the  con- 
firmatory acts  only  goes  to  confirm  the  conclusion  hereinbefore  arrived 
at  with  reference  to  this  claim.  This  conclusion  is  also  strengthened 
by  refereuce  to  section  4  of  the  act  of  1822,  for  in  that  section  the  register 
and  receiver  arc  invested  with  the  x>ower  of  directing  the  manner  in 
which  claims  should  be  located  and  surveyed,  and  power  also  to  decide 
between  parties  whose  claims  conflicted.  And  reference  is  made  to 
claims  ^uch  as  the  one  under  consideration. 

I  tlierefore  conclude  that  there  is  not  sufficient  showing  here  to  war- 
rant the  issuance  of  scrip  under  the  act  of  1858,  that  the  basis  for  such 
indemnity  scrip  is  not  shown,  and  that  until  such  basis  be  shown  no 
scrip  should  issue  on  this  claim.  For  under  the  act  of  1858,  which  on 
this  point  isclear  and  unambiguous,  scrip  is  to  issue  only  when  the  ''land 
claim  has  been  confirmed  by  Congress  and  the  same  in  whole  or  in  part, 
has  not  been  located  or  satisfied,"  and  is  to  be  issued  "  for  a  quantity  of 
land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed  and  unsatisfied";  and  in  this  case,  as  has 
been  clearly  stated,  the  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  from  the  present 
record,  it  can  not  be  ascertained  what  was  confinned,  and  what  remains 
unlocated  and  unsatisfied. 

This  view  of  the  case  renders  it  unnecessary^  to  consider  the  question 
argued  by  counsel  for  a]>pellancs  herein,  that  the  act  of  the  surveyor 
general  in  passing  upon  claims  and  issuing  scrip  therefor,  is  not  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  or  any 
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other  aathority,  for  as  before  stated  the  sarveyor  general  never  did 
issue  scrip  on  this  claim. 

This  case  not  being  precisely  similar  to  the  ^^  Bertrand  "  case,  that 
case  is  not  relied  on  herein,  and  no  opinion  is  expressed  concerning  the 
correctness  of  the  raling  therein. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  in  accordance  with  the  views 
above  expressed. 


SOLDIERS'  ADDITIONAL  HOMESTEAD  ENTBY-SETTLEMBNT. 

Oliyeb  V.  Thomas  et  al 

A  aoldien'  additional  homestead  entry,  made  through  an  agent,  in  conformity  with 
the  practice  authorized  by  the  Department,  is  a  valid  appropriation  of  the  land 
covered  thereby. 

No  rights,  under  the  pre-emption  law,  are  acquired  by  nettlement  upon  land  segre- 
gated from  the  public  domain. 

Nor  wtU  a  settlement  of  such  character  create  any  right  to  pre-empt  an  adjoining 
tract  of  public  land. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Oommissianer  SparkSj  December  16,  1886. 

This  controversy  relates  to  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  2  S.,  R.  2  W.,  M. 
D.  M.,  San  Francisco,  Oalifomia,  the  material  facts  in  the  case  being 
sabstantially  as  follows : 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  Jaly  8, 1878,  and  on  the 
same  day  soldiers'  additional  homestead  entry  No.  3254  was  made  in  the 
name  of  one  George  W.  Thomas,  for  the  E.  ^  of  the  quarter  above  speci- 
fied. Four  days  thereafter  (July  12,  1878)  Frank  Oliver  filed  declara- 
tory statement  No.  14,358  for  the  entire  quarter,  alleging  settlement 
October  1, 1877,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1883,  Antone  Gomez 
made  homestead  entry  No.  5663  for  the  W.  ^  of  the  quarter. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1883,  Oliver  offered  his  final  proof  for  the 
entire  quarter,  the  other  parties  in  interest  appearing  and  cross-exam- 
ining his  witnesses,  but  offering  no  testimony  in  their  own  behalf. 

Open  the  testimony  thus  adduced,  the  local  office  decided  that  the 
soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  of  Thomas  embracing  the  E.  J  of 
the  quarter  should  stand,  and  that  Oliver  should  be  allowed  to  enter 
the  W.  i  of  the  quarter  under  the  pre-emption  law. 

Upon  appeal  this  decision  was  affirmed  by  your  office  October  7,  which 
was  adhered  to  upon  review  October  25, 1884,  and  the  homestead  entry 
of  Gomez  was  held  for  cancellation. 

From  these  decisions  separate  appeals  have  been  filed  on  behi^lf  of 
Oliver  and  Gomez.  Oliver  appeals  from  that  part  of  said  decision 
which  awarded  the  E.  ^  of  the  quarter  to  Thomas,  alleging  two  grounds 
of  error :  First,  That  the  homestead  entry  of  Thomas  is  invalid  for  the 
reason  that  it  was  not  made  by  him  in  person;  Second,  That  the  de- 
cision appealed  from  is  contrary  to  the  evidence  in  that  it  finds  Oliver's 
settlement  to  have  been  made  in  the  fall  of  1879  instead  of  October  1, 
1877,  as  alleged  by  him. 
2278  DEO 19 
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Gomez  appeals  from  that  part  of  said  decision  awarding  the  W.  ^  of 
the  quarter  to  Oliver,  and  holding  his  (Oomez's)  homestead  entry  there- 
of for  cancellation,  alleging  five  grounds  of  error :  First,  That  Oliver's 
residence  and  principal  improvements  being  on  the  tract  embraced  in 
the  entry  of  Thomas  were  not  on  public  land,  and  therefore  no  right  to 
said  W.  ^  of  the  quarter  could  be  acquired  by  reason  of  them  under  the 
pre-emption  law ;  Second,  That  Oliver's  declaratory  statement  having 
been  filed  before  his  actual  settlement  was  for  that  reason  void ;  Third, 
That  Oliver's  claim  was  illegal  in  that  it  was  asserted  in  the  interest  of 
one  Bellina.  The  fourth  and  fifth  allegations  were  merely  a  summary 
of  the  ones  preceding  and  will  not  be  set  out  in  detail. 

An  examination  of  the  testimony  shows  that  at  the  date  of  Oliver's 
alleged  settlement  and  long  prior  thereto  this  section  of  land  was  in- 
cluded within  a  large  enclosure  claimed  by  one  Antone  Bellina,  and  in 
his  possession  and  use  until  the  tall  of  1879.  Bellina  is  the  step-father  of 
Oliver's  wife.  During  the  time  Bellina  was  in  possession  of  this  tract 
Oliver  was  his  hired  man,  lived  with  his  family  on  other  land  within 
the  enclosure,  slept  occasionally  in  a  small  cabin  on  the  tract  in  con- 
troversy, cultivated  it  for  Bellina,  and  received  for  his  services  about 
#600  per  annum  and  board  for  himself  and  wife.  Some  time  in  the  fall 
of  1879  Oliver  purchased  of  Bellina  the  possessory  right  to  the  quarter 
in  controversy  and  the  improvements  thereon,  and  then  for  the  first 
time  moved  his  family  on  the  land  and  established  a  bona  fide  residence 
there.  He  built  an  addition  to  the  cabin  thereon  and  has  continued  to 
reside  there  ever  since.  His  residence  and  main  improvements  valued 
at  about  $700  are  upon  the  E.  ^  of  the  quarter,  the  tract  embraced  in 
the  entry  of  Thomas  before  mentioned.  He  has  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  the  quarter  under  cultivation. 

From  this  finding  on  the  evidence,  it  is  readily  seen  that  Oliver's 
allegation  of  error  is  not  well  taken ;  and  that  your  office  was  not  in 
error  in  finding  that  Oliver's  settlement  and  residence  on  this  quarter 
commenced  in  the  fall  of  1879.  His  claim  to  the  E.  i  of  this  quarter 
must  therefore  fail,  unless  he  succeeds  on  his  first  allegation  of  error, 
viz:  That  the  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  in  the  name  of 
Thomas  is  invalid  and  illegal. 

This  entry,  as  already  stated,  was  made  July  8, 1878,  under  Sections 
2304  and  2306,  IJ.  S.  Revised  Statutes,  and  was  therefore  made  when 
the  practice  under  the  circular  of  December  1, 1877,  was  in  force.  Sec- 
tion 2304  of  the  Revised  Statutes  allows  certain  privileges  in  the  matter 
of  making  homestead  entries  to  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and 
sailors  who  served  in  the  late  war  for  the  period  of  ninety  days.  Sec- 
tion 2306  enacts: 

"Every  person  entitled,  under  the  provisions  of  section  2304,  to  enter 
a  homestead  who  may  have  heretofore  entered,  under  the  homestead 
laws,  a  quantity  of  land  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter  so  much  land  as.  when  added  to  the  quantity 
previously  entered,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres." 
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The  circular  above  referred  to,  or  80  much  thereof  as  has  relation  to 
the  qneatiou  under  consideration,  provides  : 

"  Where  a  party  entitled  desires  to  make  an  additional  entry  of  a 
quantity  which,  with  his  original  entry,  shall  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  it  is  required  that  a  full  recital  of  military  service  be 
presented  to  this  office,  with  due  proof  of  the  identity  of  the  party 
making  the  claim,  and  with  proper  reference  to  his  original  homestead 
entry,  giving  the  name  of  the  district  office,  date  and  numbei-  of  entry, 
and  description  of  the  land.  In  addition,  a  detailed  statement,  under 
oath,  must  be  filed  by  the  party  in  interest,  setting  forth  the  facts  re- 
specting his  right  to  make  the  entry,  and  containing  his  declaration 
that  he  has  not  in  any  manner  exercised  his  right,  either  by  previous 
entry  or  applicatioo,  or  by  sale,  transfer,  or  power  of  attorney,  but  that 
the  same  remains  in  him  unimpared.  He  must  also  declare,  under  oath, 
that  he  has  made  full  compliance  with  the  homestead  law  in  the  matter 
of  residence  npon,  cultivation  and  improvement  of,  his  original  home- 
stead entry;  and  should  further  recite  whether  or  not  he  has  proved  up 
his  claim  and  received  a  patent  of  the  land. 

When  these  papers  are  filed  and  examined,  they  will,  if  found  satis- 
factory, be  returned  with  a  certificate  attached  recognizing  the  right  of 
the  party  to  make  additional  entry  under  the  law;  and  when  presented 
with  a  proper  application  at  any  district  laud  office,  either  by  the  party 
entitled  or  his  agent  or  attorney^  they  will  be  accepted  by  the  register 
and  receiver,  and  forwarded  with  the  entry  papers  to  this  office  in  the 
usual  manner." 

This  Thomas  entry  was  made  under  the  following  circumstances:  The 
certificate  of  your  office  showing  that  Thomas  was  entitled  to  an  ad- 
ditional homestead  entry  not  exceeding  eighty  acres,  as  provided  by 
the  statute  above  quoted  was  issued  under  date  of  February  7,  1878. 
Prior  to  this  general  recognition  of  his  right  to  an  entry  of  this  kind^ 
Thomas,  on  January  1,  1878,  appointed  one  D.  H.  Talbot,  of  Sioux  Gity^ 
Iowa,  his  attorney  to  obtain  the  examination  and  approval  of  his  claim 
for  an  additional  entry,  and  authorized  the  said  Talbot  to  receive  said 
certificate  above  mentioned,  and  to  locate  for  him  at  any  land  office  in 
tbe  United  States  such  lands  as  he  should  be  entitled  to  enter.  He 
further  gave  unto  said  attorney  ^M'ull  power  of  substitution,  and  to  ask 
for  and  receive  the  patent  for  the  land  so  located  by  my  (his)  additional 
right  j*^  and  also  irrevocably  invested  him  "  with  full  power  to  perform 
everything  whatsoever  required  and  necessary  to  be  done,  as  I  (he) 
might  or  could  do  if  personally  present." 

Under  date  of  May  16, 1878,  the  said  Talbot  <' substituted  and  ap- 
pointed" one  William  H.  Mead,  of  San  Francisco,  Oalifornia,  ''to  ex- 
ecute and  perform  the  powers  and  trusts"  granted  by  the  power  of  at- 
torney before  mentioned. 

Mead  it  appears  located  the  land  embraced  in  the  Thomas  entry,  and 
filed  all  tbe  necessary  papers  and  exhibits  in  the  San  Francisco  land 
office  on  the  8th  of  July,  1878. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts  it  is  insisted  on  behalf  of  Oliver  that  the 
Thomas  entry  is  absolutely  void,  charging,  first.  That  the  power  of  at- 
torney given  by  Talbot  to  Mead  was  in  blank,  the  name  of  said  Mead 
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having  been  inserted  therein  some  time  after  it  was  signed  and  hc- 
knowledged  by  Talbot  as  aforesaid :  Second,  That  the  application  to 
enU'r  made  and  filed  on  behalf  of  Thomas  July  8,  1878,  was  signed  by 
Tho:i.»s  in  blank,  no  description  of  this  or  any  other  land  having  been 
inserted  therein  until  some  time  after  the  signing  thereof  by  Thomas, 
and  that  Thomas  was  not  within  the  State  of  California  on  the  day  the 
entry  was  made  in  his  name.  A  hearing  is  therefore  asked  by  him  to 
]>rove  tliese  all^^gations. 

Ill  so  far  as  the  matter  of  a  hearing  is  concerned,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  it  must  be  denied  if  the  alleged  facts,  though  proven,  could 
be  of  no  avail  to  Oliver. 

Now,  under  the  circular  of  instructions  above  mentioned,  in  force 
when  the  Thomas  entry  was  made,  the  practice  was  to  allow  entries 
made  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  alleged  on  behalf  of  Oliver 
in  relation  to  this  entry.  This  practice  is  expressly  sanctioned  by  Sec- 
retary Chandler  in  his  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laod 
Office  dated  March  10,  1877  (2  C.  L.  L.,  478)  which  was  the  basis  of  the 
circular  above  mentioned.  See  also  the  cases  of  Calvin  A.  Allison  (1 
L.  ]).,61);  Joshua  Farmer  (2  id.,  31);  William  French  (id.,  237);  Lamon 
Shaffer  (id.,  240). 

The  Thomas  entr^,  therefore,  having  been  made  and  allowed  under 
the  rulings  then  in  force,  and  not  being  in  conflict  with  the  law  as  then 
interpreted  should  be  allowed  to  stand.  The  entryman  complied  with 
all  the  regulations  of  the  Department  in  the  matter  of  his  entry  and  he 
should  not  be  prejudiced  now,  because  those  regulations  have  been 
changed.  1  Kent's  Com.,  476;  Brown  v.  United  States  (113  U.  S.,  568, 
and  cited  cases). 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  Oomez's  appeal.  AlS  already 
stated,  the  evidence  shows  that  Oliver's  settlement  was  made  and  his 
residence  established  upon  the  land  embraced  in  the  Thomas  entry,  in 
the  fall  of  1879,  after  the  allowance  of  said  entry,  and  that  his  main  im- 
provements  are  upon  that  tract. 

Upon  these  facts  the  contention  on  the  part  of  Gomez  is,  that  Oli- 
ver's settlement,  made  upon  land  which  was  embraced  in  the  Thomas 
entry,  was  unauthorized  and  void  for  all  purposes. 

I  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  authority  directly  in  point  upon 
this  question,  but  I  am  of  opinion,  that  upon  principle,  the  point  raised 
by  Gomez  is  well  taken,  t'he  settlement  of  Oliver  was  made  not  an 
public  land^  but  upon  land  which  had  been  segregated  from  the  public 
domain.  Manifestly,  then,  he  could  acquire  no  rights  to  the  tract  upon 
which  he  settled.  If  he  could  acquire  no  rights  under  the  pre-emption 
law  to  the  tract  upon  which  he  settled,  I  am  unable  to  discover  what 
rights  he  can  assert  by  virtue  of  such  settlement  to  an  adjoining  tract 
occupying  a  different  status.  It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  De- 
partment that  a  settlement  made  on  land  covered  by  an  entry  is  aa 
against  the  government  of  no  effect  while  such  entry  remains  oncan- 
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oeled.  Likewise  a  settlement  made  upou  a  reservation  is  as  against  the 
government  of  no  force  or  effect  while  such  reservation  is  in  existence. 
Hosmer  v.  Wallace  (97  U.  S.,  675).  But  it  is  said  that  Oliver's  settle- 
ment was  for  the  entire  quarter,  that  his  claim  was  to  that  extent,  and 
therefore  that  his  settlement  though  made  on  land  to  which  he  could 
hoi)e  to  acquire  no  right,  was  nevertheless  good  to  the  remaining  part  of 
^te  same  quarter.  Stated  in  general  terms  this  proposition  amounts  to 
this :  Any  qualified  preemptor  may  settle  on  a  tract  of  patented  land, 
knowing  it  to  be  such,  and  lay  claim  to  such  patented  tract  and  an  ad- 
joining  tract  of  public  land  under  the  pre-emption  law ;  then  make  final 
proof  for  the  whole  tract,  showing  conclusively  that  he  did  not  reside 
opon  the  public  land,  and  have  that  tract  of  public  land  awarded  to  him 
under  the  pre-emption  law.  Such  proposition  is  to  my  mind  clearly  un- 
tenable. It  is  quite  true  that  a  settlement  made  on  any  part  of  a  quar- 
ter section  of  publicland  may  be  considered  to  embrace  the  whole  quarter; 
bat  that  is  not  this  case  by  any  means.  A  settlement  made  on  a  tract 
of  land  segregated  fiom  the  public  domain,  the  settler  knowing  or  bound 
to  know  that  the  land  occupies  such  status,  is,  neither  in  law  or  in  fact^ 
any  settlement  at  all.    It  is  useless  for  all  purposes. 

Farther,  it  is  shown  conclusively  that  Oliver's  so-called  settlement 
was  not  made  until  about  sixteen  months  after  his  pre-emption  declar- 
atory statement  was  filed  in  the  local  office.  This  fact  of  itself  tends 
somewhat  to  impeach  his  good  faith.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  defects 
in  such  filing  might  have  been  cured  if  settlement  had  afterwards  been 
made  prior  to  the  intervention  of  an  adverse  claim,  but  in  this  case, 
as  has  been  shown,  there  never  was  a  settlement  by  Oliver  on  the  W.  ^ 
of  the  quarter,  such  as  the  law  contemplates,  and  his  filing  therefor  is 
a  uallity. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  that  part  of  your  said  office  decision  which 
allows  the  Thomas  entry  to  remain  intact  is  affirmed,  and  that  part 
holding  the  Gomez  entry  for  cancellation  is  reversed. 

It  is  proper  to  say  in  this  connection  that  this  conclusion  is  reached 
without  reference  to  several  affidavits — one  by  Bellina,  and  another  by 
Oliver — which  were  filed  after  the  case  was  closed  at  the  land  office^ 
and  have  not,  for  that  reason,  been  considered.    See  Bale  72. 


PREFEREifCE  RIGHT  OF' ENTRY, 

Baohman  V.  Smith. 

The  relinqiiuihnieiit  of  the  oonteetant's  preference  right  of  entry  leaves  the  land  o|)en 
to  the  first  le^al  application  on  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commisnioner  Sparkn^  December  20, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  William  H.  Bachman  v.  Dorothy  Smithy 
involving  the  preference  right  to  enter  the  JC^E.  \  of  Sec.  29,  T.  112  N., 
S.  63  W.,  Hnron  laud  district,  Dakota. 


294  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Said  tract  was  originally  entered  under  the  timber-caltare  act,  by  one 
George  Morley,  whose  claim  was  contested  by  Bachman,  and  the  entry 
canceled  February  13,  1885.  After  the  initiation  of  contest,  but  before 
the  rendition  of  the  decision  by  the  local  officers,  Bachman  offered  in 
the  open  market  his  relinquishment  to  all  his  *' right,  title  and  interest" 
in  the  tract,  and  the  same  was  purchased  by  Dorothy  Smith,  through 
her  son  and  agent  Oeorge  I.  Smith,  she  paying  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  in  cash  for  the  same.  On  receiving  the  relinquishmeut, 
Smith  tiled  the  same  in  the  local  land  office. 

Bachman's  attorney,  and  through  him  Bachman,  were  duly  notified 
of  the  cancellation  of  Morley's  entry.  Thereupon  Bachman  appealed  at 
the  local  land  office,  March  23,  1885,  to  make  timberculture  entry  of 
the  land ;  but  his  application  was  refused  because  Mfrs.  Dorothy  Smith 
had  made  entry  of  the  same  March  17th.  Bachman  appealeil  to  your 
office,  which  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  officers.  Thereupon  Bach- 
man appeals  to  this  office. 

Bachman  contends  (1)  ''That  the  said  relinquishment  was  void  be- 
cause it  was  not  filed  in  the  land  office  by  him  or  with  his  consent.'^ 
(2)  "That  there  is  no  provision  of  law  for  relinquishing  a  preference 
right  of  contest.  (3)  "  That  said  d9cument  can  not  be  construed  as  a 
relinquishment,"  because  the  number  of  the  receiver's  receipt  is  left 
blank — therefore  he  relinquishes  nothing.  (4)  That  he  relinquished 
nothing,  because  he  had  no  entry  to  relinquish,  and  there  is  no  reference 
whatever  made  in  the  instrument  to  the  relinquishment  of  Sk  preference 
right  of  entry. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  Mrs.  Smith  claims  nothing  as  against  the  United 
States  by  virtue  of  her  purchase  of  Bachman's  relinquishment,  the  $125 
paid  him — and  which  he  still  retains — being  simply  in  consideration  of 
his  promise  to  neglect  and  refrain  from  filing  upon  or  making  entry  of 
the  tract  until  she  should  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  When  she  had 
purchased  and  paid  for  the  document,  and  received  it  into  her  hands, 
certainly  no  formal  authority  from  him  was  necessary  before  filing  it, 
without  which  filing  it  would  have  been  useless  to  her.  When  he  wrote 
"  I  hereby  relinqaish  all  my  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to"  the  tract 
described,  the  local  officers  were  justified  in  interpreting  this  language 
to  include  his  preference  right  of  entry  thereof — especially  since  this 
was  the  only  right  or  interest  of  any  kind  he  had  in  the  tract.  When 
he  relinquished  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  ^'the  land  described 
to  wit.  Sec.  No.  29,  T.  1 12,  B.  63,"  the  omission  of  the  num- 
ber of  the  receiver's  receipt  does  not  invalidate  the  instrument.  I  af- 
firm your  office  decision,  that  the  document  filed,  in  the  usual  form  of 
a  relinquishment,  was  rightly  considered  a  waiver  of  Bachman's  prefer- 
ence right  to  enter  the  land.  After  the  cancellation  of  the  prior  entry 
and  the  filing  of  that  instrument,  the  land  was  open  to  entry  by  the 
earliest  applicant. 
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approximation  entry, 
Joseph  H.  MoComb.^ 

Aa  settlenjent  was  made  before  snrvey,  and  valuable  improvements  placed  on  each 
subdivision,  an  exception  is  made  to  tbe  present  rale  requiring  an  entry  to  ap- 
proximate one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  as  its  enforcement  herein  would  work 
irreparable  injury  to  the  entry  man,  who  purchased  under  the  former  practice  of 
the  Department. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  April  20,  1886. 

I  have  before  me  the  appeal  of  Joseph  H.  McGomb  from  your  pred- 
ecessor's decisioo  of  December  26, 1884,  requiring  him  '^  to  elect  which 
of  the  legal  subdivisions  of  his  entry  he  will  have  canceled,  so  as  to 
approximate  as  nearly  as  may  be  the  area  allowed  by  law.'' 

McComb's  entry  is  for  the  NB.- J  of  Sec.  1,  T.  15  N.,  R.  60  W.,  Grand 
Forks,  Dakota,  and  was  made  June  11,  1883.  The  S.  i  of  said  quarter 
section  is  the  usual  80-acre  tract,  and  the  N.  ^  is  divided  into  lots  1  and 
2,  containing  53.57  and  53.67  acres  respectively.  The  quarter  section 
therefore  contains  187.24  acres  or  27.24  acres  in  excess  of  the  ordinary 
quarter  section. 

The  existing  ruling,  which  was  followed  in  the  decision  of  your  office, 
is  founded  on  the  departmental  decision  in  ex  parte  Sayles  (2  L.  D.,  88) 
and  ex  parte  Wilkius  (Id.,  129).  The  former  of  these  was  made  on 
September  17, 1883,  and,  therefore,  after  date  of  McComb's  entry.  Prior 
to  said  decision  the  departmental  ruling  had  been  that  fractional  quarter 
sections  of  any  sizeconld  be  covered  by  a  single  claim  {ex  parte  Aanrud, 
7  C.  L.  O.,  103),  and  consequently  McComb's  entry  when  made  was 
sanctioned  by  the  rulings  of  the  Department.  His  affidavit  is  in  the 
record,  showing  that  he  settled  on  this  quarter  section,  and  had  valuable 
improvenientson  all  its  subdivisions  prior  to  survey,  that  he  purchased 
it  in  good  faith  with  knowledge  of  and  relying  upon  tbe  then  existing, 
ruling  of  the  Department,  that  since  said  purchase  he  has  made  further 
valuable  improvements  on  said  subdivision,  and  that  the  Land  Depart- 
ment will  inflict  irreparable  injury  on  him  by  canceling  his  entry  as  to 
any  part  of  the  quarter  section.  This  state  of  facts  broadly  distin- 
guishes this  ca«e  from  that  of  Sayles  and  Wilkius  as  reported,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  McComb's  entry  should  not  now  be  disturbed. 

Your  x>redecessor's  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


railroad  (irant^map  of  general  route. 

Matthew  Sturm. 

▲  statutory  withdrawal  of  the  odd-numbered  eections  within  the  forty  miles  limit 

followeil  the  filing  of  the  map  of  general  roate. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  18,  1880. 

I  have  considered  the  case  presented  b^'  the  application  of  Matthew, 
Btnrm  to  make  additional  homestead  entry  for  the  S.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  of 

*  Omitted  from  4  L.  D.' 
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Sec.  6,  T.  7  N.,  R.  31  E.,  W.  M.,  Walla  Walla  district,  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, on  appeal  by  said  Sturm  from  your  office  decision  of  November 
10,  1883,  rejecting  said  application. 

The  land  in  question  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  by  act  of  July 
2, 1864  (13  Stat.,  365),  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  The 
records  of  your  office  show  that  one  Christopher  McCannon  made  home- 
stead entry  No.  1222,  for  the  entire  N£.  i  of  said  Sec.  5,  August  3, 1870^ 
which  entry  was  canceled  for  abandonment  January  29,  1872. 

December  28, 1878,  Matthew  Sturm  submitted  final  proof  showing 
that  he  had  settled  upon  the  ^^  N.  ^  "  of  said  NE.  ^  of  Sec.  5,  in  March, 
1872 ;  had  resided  thereon  continuously,  was  duly  qualified  to  make 
homestead  entry,  had  fully  complied  with  all  the  demands  of  the  home- 
stead law,  and  bad  made  improvements,  valued  at  over  two  thousand 
dollars,  upon  said  land. 

March  19,  1883 — more  than  four  years  after  Sturm  had  submitted 
final  proof,  as  above  stated — the  railroad  company  filed  protest  against 
the  allowance  of  said  entry.  Having  failed  to  appear  in  response  to 
the  citation  issued  preliminary  to  the  making  of  final  proof  by  Sturm, 
the  company  is  in  default  and  has  no  standing  before  the  Department 
(Atlantic  &  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Forrester,  1  L.  D.,  482). 

February  10, 1883,  said  Sturm  made  application  for  the  ^*  S.  ^''  of  the 
same  (NE.)  quarter  of  said  section  5,  as  an  additional  homestead.  The 
register  and  receiver,  October  1,  1883,  rejected  said  application.  This 
rejection  you  affirm. 

Upon  the  cancellation  of  McCannou's  entry  (January  29, 1872, 8upra)j 
the  tract  which  had  previously  been  covered  thereby  reverted  to  and 
became  a  part  of  the  public  domain  ;  and  when  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  subsequently  filed  its  map  of  general  route — which 
it  did  February  21,  1872 — the  tract  in  question  became  by  law  with- 
drawn for  the  benefit  of  said  company.  Buttz  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R. 
Co.  (119  (J.  S.,  55). 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated,  I  concur  in  the  conclusion  reached  in 
your  said  office  letter  of  November  10,  1883,  and  affirm  your  decision. 


HOMESTEAD  CONTEST-CONTESTANT, 

WAZCZEB  V.  Kbopitzky. 

The  contestant's  motive  in  attacking  the  entry,  or  his  want  of  qualification  to  enter^ 

is  not  material  to  the  entryman's  defense. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Cammiffsioner  Sparks^  December  18,  1886. 

1  have  considered  the  case  of  Nettie  Wazuzer  v.  David  Kropitzky,  in* 
▼olving  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  34,  T.  1  N.,  B  68  W.,  Denver  district,  Colo- 
lado. 
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Kropitzky  made  homestead  entry  for  the  tract  described  May  21, 1883. 
OoQtest  wa8  initiated  December  3, 1884,  on  the  allegation  of  failure  to 
establish  residence,  and  also  abandonment,  if  residence  was  ever  estab- 
lished. Hearing  was  had  January  15, 1885.  The  local  officers  decided 
that  claimant  had  abandoned  the  tract.  Claimant  appealed  to  your 
office,  which  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  officers.  Claimant  then 
appealed  to  the  Department. 

The  testimony  of  the  claimant  and  his  witnesses  is  all  that  need  be 
considered  in  the  determination  of  this  case.  From  this  it  appears  that 
claimant  and  his  wife  went  to  the  land  a  few  days  after  entry  (in  May, 
1883),  and  remained  there  four  or  five  months,  in  what  is  calle«l  a ''  part- 
nership tent,"  located  so  as  to  cover  the  corner  of  four  quarter-sections, 
for  the  benefit  of  four  entrymeu.  During  that  time  he  plowed  three  or 
four  acres,  from  which  he  raised  oats  and  potatoes.  In  September, 
1883,  he  removed;  with  his  tlamily,  to  Denver.  Four  months  later  he 
went  to  the  land,  remained  thereon  for  one  night  only;  again  in  the 
spring  of  the  next  year  (1884)  for  one  night  only;  in  July,  1884,  he 
went  to  the  tract  with  his  wife,  and  remained  eight  days,  sleeping  on 
the  tract  two  nights ;  in  September  of  1884,  they  again  went  to  the  land 
for  "a  few  days."  From  the  summer  of  1883  till  contest  (December, 
1884)  claimant  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  cultivating  the  tract.  After 
claimant  and  his  wife  left  the  tract  in  the  summer  of  1883,  until  hear- 
ing, their  continuous  residence  was  Denver. 

Claimant  alleges  three  grounds  of  error: 

(1)  The  contestant  is  a  married  woman,  and  not  qualified  to  enter 
the land. 

This  is  immaterial.  ^^The  right  to  contest  an  abandoned  homestead 
entry  does  not  rest  upon  the  contestant's  qualifications  to  enter  the  land, 
bat  may  be  exercised  by  any  one^  (Gelsendorfer  v,  Jones,  4,  L.  D.,  185). 

(2)  The  contestant  18  a  personal  enemy,  and  did  not  make  the  contest 
in  good  faith,  but  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  a  grudge. 

This  also  is  immaterial.  There  is  nothing  in  the  law  or  the  regula- 
tions of  the  land  department  which  provides  that  a  contest  shall  be 
initiated  only  by  the  entryman's  friends. 

(3)  That  the  land  in  controversy  is  aiid  and  incapable  of  cultivation 
withoat  irrigation,  and  claimant  was  waiting  for  the  completion  of  an 
Irrigating  ditch. 

Claimant  made  entry  of  the  tract  under  the  homestead  law,  and 
must  be  held  to  a  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  homestead 
law. 

I  affirm  your  office  decision  of  April  16,  1881. 
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homestead'-approximation  entry. 
Alexander  Bouret. 

In  view  of  the  faot  that  settlement,  with  valuable  improvements,  was  made  long 
prior  to  survey,  and  that  the  entry,  which  was  allowed,  covers  land  so  situated 
that  the  relinquishment  of  a  portion  thereof  would  be  without  value  to  the 
government,  and  of  the  small  amount  involved,  an  exception  is  made  to  the  rale 
of  approximation. 

Acfting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  IS,  18S6. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Alexander  Boaret  from  your  office 
decisions  of  December  4, 1884,  and  February  2,  1885,  rejecting  his  ap- 
plication to  make  homestead  final  entry  for  Lots  1, 2, 3, 4,  and  the  SW. 
J  of  the  8W.  J  of  Sec.  27,  T.  151  N.,  B.  65  W.,  Devil's  Lake  district, 
Dakota. 

Bouret  settled  upon  the  land  claimed  by  him  November  4, 1875 — more 
than  eight  years  in  advance  of  survey.  Township  map  of  survey  was 
filed  March  18,  1884.  Bouret  made  homestead  entry  March  20,  and 
final  proof  June  20,  1884,  showing  that  he  had  resided  on  the  land  coq- 
tinuously  since  settlement. 

When  the  survey  was  made,  Bouret  found  that  while  his  improve- 
ments did  not  cover  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  they  were 
not  all  embraced  within  the  limits  of  auy  one  technical  quarter-section ; 
and  that  to  include  them  he  must  make  entry  of  the  lots  above  de- 
scribed, aggregating  176^  acres.  He  directed  the  attention  of  the  local 
officers  to  the  matter,  and  was  allowed  by  them  to  make  entry  for  that 
amount.  He  then  still  further  improved  all  the  lands  embraced  in  said 
entry,  continuing  to  do  so  until  he  made  final  proof.  On  forwarding 
his  final  proof  to  your  office  he  was  called  upon,  by  letter  of  December 
4,  1884,  to  elect  which  of  said  subdivisions  he  would  relinquish  from  his 
claim.  He  asked  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  matter,  but  your  office  re- 
affirmed the  same  by  letter  of  February  2,  1885. 

Bouret  makes  affidavit  that  his  improvements,  the  particulars  of 
which  he  sets  forth,  are  so  situat.ed  that  the  enforcement  of  your  decis- 
ion will  result  in  great  loss  to  him.  Before  survey  he  had  expended 
over  a  thousand  dollars  on  the  tract ;  and  since  the  allowance  of  final 
entry  by  the  local  officers,  relying  upon  their  decision,  he  has  placed  on 
the  land  additional  improvements  to  the  amount  of  over  another  thou- 
sand dollars. 

While  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Henry  P.  Sayles  (2  L.  D.,  88) 
is  the  one  which  should  be  followed  in  all  ordinary  cases,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  case  at  bar  presents  features  which  would  justify*  its  being 
made  an  exception,  like  that  of  Joseph  H.  McComb,  decided  by  the 
Department  April  26,  1886  (5  L.  D.).  In  view  of  the  small  amount 
which  the  entry  exceeds  a  technical  quarter  section;  of  the  facts  that 
Bouret  settled  and  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  land  claimed 
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by  him  long  prior  to  sarvey ;  that  the  local  land  officers  permitted  him 
to  Diake  entry  of  the  tract;  that  relying  upon  such  permission  and  ap- 
proval he  made  other  costly  improvements,  after  entry  but  prior  to  be- 
ing directed  by  your  office  to  relinquish  a  portion  thereof;  that  the 
land  is  so  situated  that  all  the  lots  claimed  by  him  naturally  belong  to- 
gether by  location  and  contiguity,  while  any  single  relinquished  lot 
would  be  likely  to  be  practically  valueless  to  ^he  government;  that 
there  is  no  way  in  which  his  entry  can  be  readjusted  so  as  to  reduce 
it  to  an  even  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  that  if  compelled  to  re- 
linquish anything  he  must  suffer  great  hardship  and  loss — far  beyond 
any  advantage  the  government  could  gain — I  reverse  your  decision, 
and  din^ct  that  Bonret's  entry  be  approved  for  the  full  amount  claimed. 


timber  culture  contest— practwk^evidence. 

Prince  v,  Wadsworth. 

The  acloiissibility  of  evidence  is  detertniued  by  the  charge  niider  iDvestigation. 
The  defense  is  entitled  to  show  acts  done  in  compliance  with  the  law  prior  to  the 
receipt  of  notice  of  the  contest. 

Acting  Secretary  Mvldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  December  20,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Henry  E.  Prince  v.  Ezra  C.  Wadsworth, 
involving  timber-culture  entry  made  by  the  latter  January  4,  1876,  for 
the  N  W.  i  of  Sec.  24,  T.  14  N.,  R.  9  W.,  Grand  Island  district,  Nebraska. 

Contest  was  instituted  against  this  entry  by  said  Prince  June  20, 
1881.  Hearing  was  held  August  15, 1881.  The  local  officers  decided  in 
favor  of  contestant.  Claimant  appealed,  and  on  April  4,  1882,  your 
office  affirmed  said  decision.  From  your  office  decision  no  appeal  was 
taken,  and  May  8,  1883,  you  notified  the  local  office  that  Wadsworth's 
entry  was  canceled.  On  the  17th  of  the  same  month  Prince  made  tim- 
ber-culture entry  for  said  tract. 

May  20,  same  year,  you  advised  the  local  office  that  your  office  letter 
of  May  8th  had  been  written  inadvertently,  and  that  as  Prince  had  not 
applied  to  enter  the  tract  at  the  time  of  initiating  contest,  the  case 
should  have  been  dismissed;  and  your  office  accordingly  directed  the 
reinstatement  of  Wadsworth's  entry,  and  held  that  of  Prince  for  can- 
cellation. From  this  decision  Prince  appealed  to  the  Department.  By 
decision  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Secretary  Teller  (March  7, 1884),  Prince 
was  accorded  the  right  to  proceed  with  a  second  contest,  *'such  right 
dating  from  the  time  when  he  filed  his  application  to  enter."  But  the 
first  ste)»  in  such  proceeding,  without  which  jurisdiction  could  not  be 
acquired,  would  be  notice  to  the  defendant;  and  it  was  competent  for 
defendant  to  introduce  evidence  tending  to  show  compliance  with  law 
prior  to  notice  of  (the  second)  contest. 

-   It  may  be  conceded  that  the  claimant  had  not  fully  complied  with 
the  law  prior  to  the  re  instatement  of  his  entry;  but  the  allegation  of 
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the  complaint,  of  date  May  3, 1884,  being  that  claimant  had  ^^  totally 
failed  to  comply  with  the  law,  to  this  extent,  that  there  are  note  no  trees 
nor  cuttings  growing  on  the  land,"  the  conte8tant  is  bound  by  that  al- 
legation, and  it  was  competent  for  defendant  to  introduce  evidence  rel« 
ative  thereto. 

The  evidence  shows  that  defendant,  after  re-instatement  of  his  entry 
(May  26,  1883),  and  before  the  initiation  of  the  second  contest,  had 
planted  over  ten  acres  of  trees,  of  which,  by  actual  count,  over  eight 
thousand  four  hundred  were  living  and  growing  when  said  second  con- 
test was  initiated. 

For  the  reasons  herein  given,  I  reverse  said  office  decision  of  July  16| 
1885,  holding  Wadsworth's  entry  for  cancellation,  and  direct  that  it  be 
again  re-iustate<l. 


swamp  lands-^certification, 
State  op  Oregon. 

While  the  certification  of  lauda  ae  Hwaiup  wiH  not  be  disturbed  to  correct  errors  in 
adjadication,  the  government  wiH  not  be  couclnded  if  its  action  was  procured 
through  fraud  or  mistake. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Hon,  Z.  F.  Maodyj  governor  of  Oregon^  De- 
cember 22,  1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  16th  ultimo,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Shackleford,  special  agent  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  in  reference  to  swamp  lands  certified  to  the  State 
of  Oregon,  embraced  in  what  is  known  as  list  No.  5,  which  I  have  re- 
ferred to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  for  report 
thereon. 

In  reference  to  your  complaint  that  the  special  agent,  instead  of  mak- 
ing an  examination  of  lands  selected  by  the  State  and  not  acted  upon 
by  this  Department,  is  dealing  with  matters  entirely  foreign  to  his  in- 
structions, and  proposes  a  procedure  entirely  at  variance  with  my  letter 
of  August  7,  1886  (5  L.  D.  31),  I  have  to  reply  that  the  action  of  the 
special  agent  in  making  an  examination  of  the  character  of  the  lauds 
embraced  in  list  No.  5,  and  in  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  former 
special  agent  is  authorized  by  my  letter  of  August  7,  1886,  which  fully 
appears  from  that  part  of  the  letter  quoted  in  your  communication,  as 
follows :  ^^As  to  the  lands  reported  as  not  swamp  and  overflowed,  it  has 
been  decided  by  the  Department  that  the  State  is  estopped  from  further 
examination  of  said  lands,  and  can  not  now  be  heard  to  show  that  such 
lands  are  swamp  and  overflowed,  and  that  the  government  and  all  other 
parties  are  equally  estopped  from  investigation  of  the  character  of  the 
lands  reported  by  said  Commission  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  and  which 
have  been  approved  and  certified  as  inuring  to  the  State  under  the 
swamp  land  grant,  unless  fraud  or  mistake  he  shown,^ 
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While  it  is  apparent  from  the  abov-e  quoted  extract  that  uo  further 
inveBtigation  of  the  lauds  so  certified  should  be  allowed  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  a  mere  error  of  abjudication,  it  was  distinctly  held  that 
the  government  would  not  be  concluded,  if  it  was  shown  that  the  cer- 
tification and  approval  of  said  list  was  obtained  by  fraud  or  mistake. 

When  this  matter  came  before  me  last  for  consideration,  it  was  alleged 
that  the  approval  and  certification  of  this  list  was  obtained  through  the 
fraudulent  conduct  of  the  special  agent  of  the  government  charged  with 
the  duty  of  making  an  examination  of  these  lands  and  reporting  them 
for  approval  or  disapproval  to  the  Department  It  was  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  whether  evidence  existed  to  support  this  charge  that 
the  recent  investigation  of  the  special  agent  was  ordered,  and  to  this 
end  it  was  directed. 

This  charge  has  again  been  brought  to  my  attention  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  put  the  Department  upon  inquiry.  Since  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  16t]i  instant^  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Mnl- 
Ian,  agent  for  the  State  of  Oregon,  directing  my  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  with  reference  to  your  letter  requesting  that,  if  any  report  or 
allegation  has  been  filed  in  the  Department  tending  to  impeach,  dis- 
credit, or  cast  a  cloud  upon  the  title  to  the  lands  embraced  in  list  No. 
5,  or  to  delay  the  issuance  of  patent  therefor,  he  may  be  permitted  to 
examine  the  same  before  any  final  recommendation  or  action  is  had 
thereon. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  state  that  if  after  a  caref al  examination  I  shall  con- 
clude that  there  is  sufficient  in  the  charge  to  warrant  action  in  the  prem- 
ises, calling  upon  the  State  to  show  cause  why  the  approval  and  certi- 
fication of  said  selections  embraced  in  list  No.  5  should  not  be  revoked 
and  canceled.  Captain  Mullan,  or  any  other  authorized  agent  of  the 
State,  will  be  permitted  to  inspect  all  papers  on  file  in  the  Department 
relating  to  the  charge  and  will  have  full  and  ample  opportunity  to  an- 
swer and  defend  the  same. 

I  have  directed  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  be  furnished  to  Captain  Mul- 
lan, the  agent  for  the  State  of  Oregon. 


right  of  purchase  under  act  of  june  15,  1880. 

William  H.  Bizzell. 

JnriBdiction  to  consider  an  application  ander  the  act  of  June  15,  1680,  to  purchase 
land  for  which  patent  has  issued,  may  be  conferred  upon  the  Land  Department 
by  the  surrender  of  said  patent,  where  the  entry  falls  within  the  terms  of  the 
statute. 

The  case  of  Thorp  Williams  et  aL  cited  and  distinguished. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oammissianer  Sparks^  December  23, 1886. 

I  return  herewith  the  letter  of  United  States  District  Attorney  House, 
of  March  2, 1886,  relative  to  the  homestead  entry  of  William  H.  Biz- 
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aell,  wbich  was  referred  to  me  by  your  letter  of  November  6,  1886. 
This  letter  was  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Of* 
flee,  who  has  made  report  and  recommendation  thereon,  which  I  also 
transmit  herewith. 

From  an  examination  of  the  files  of  the  General  Land  Office  it  ap- 
pears that  the  entry  was  made  April  17,  1875 ;  final  certificate  issued 
thereon  September  20, 1880 ;  and  the  land  was  patented  September  9« 
1882. 

A  bill  has  been  filed  to  cancel  said  entry  upon  the  ground  that  Biz- 
zeW  never  lived  on  the  land  as  required  by  the  statute.  Since  the  filing 
of  said  bill,  the  heirs  of  Bizzell,  through  the  administrator  of  hts  estate, 
have  made  a  proposition  to  purchase  said  land  at  $2.50  per  acre,  and  to 
pay  all  costs. 

The  Commissioner  recommends  that  said  proposition  be  not  accepted, 
Stating  that  he  knows  no  authority  of  law  which  would  permit  the  pur- 
chase of  the  laud  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  that  there  is 
no  equity  in  the  case  that  would  justify  the  perfection  of  title  in  the 
heirs  of  Bizzell,  if  it  could  be  done. 

It  was  held  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Thor[>  Williams  et  ol., 
(2  L.  D.,  114,)  that  lands  entered  and  patented  under  the  general  home- 
stead  law  are  not  subject  to  purchase  by  the  same  parties  under  the 
act  of  June  15,  1880.  In  that  case,  however,  the  laud  was  patented 
prior  to  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  at  the  passage  of  that  act  title 
bad  passed  out  of  the  government;  hence  lands  in  that  condition  were 
not  contemplated  by  the  act  But  the  entry  of  Bizzell  having  been 
made  prior  to  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and  final  proof  not  having  been 
made  at  the  date  of  its  passage,  his  entry  was  of  the  class  contemplated 
by  the  act,  and  hence  he  could  have  purchased  under  it  at  any  time 
prior  to  patent.  The  question  now  arises  whether  the  issuance  of  patent 
abridged  or  impaired  that  right. 

It  is  true  that  while  the  patent  is  outstanding  the  Land  Department 
has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  premises.  But  I  can  see  no  reason  why  the 
Land  Department  may  not  be  again  invested  with  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter  by  a  voluntary  relinquishment  and  surrender  of  the  patent  by 
the  administrator  or  heirs  of  Bizzell.  In  that  event  the  Commissioner 
would,  in  ray  opinion,  have  as  full  and  complete  jurisdiction  and  au- 
thority to  consider  an  application  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15, 
1880,  as  if  the  patent  had  not  issued,  although  he  would  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  laud  while  the  patent  remained  outstanding. 

As  the  entry  in  its  present  status  is  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Department,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  by  this  as  making 
any  decision  in  the  matter,  or  to  indicate  what  might  be  the  action  of 
the  Department  in  this  case  in  the  event  that  the  proper  parties  should 
determine  to  voluntarily  surrender  the  patent,  and  afterward  make  ap- 
plication to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 
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timber  culture  entrt^natural  growth, 

Albert  H.  Sadler. 

Land  rendered  **  devoid  of  timber"  by  the  removal  of  a  natural  growth  ib  not  subject 

to  timber  culture  entrv. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commisnioner  SparJcSj  December  23, 1886. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Albert  H» 
Sadler  from  the  rejection,  by  joar  office  letter  of  May  23,  1885,  of  his 
application  to  make  timber-culture  entry  for  the  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  30,  T.  6, 
B.  21,  Kirwin  district,  Kansas. 

Sadler,  in  his  application,  states  that  said  section  30  is  now  utt'Crly 
devoid  of  timber.    His  affidavit  further  states: 

That  there  was  originally  some  timber  on  said  section,  but  that  the 
same  has  all  been  cut,  and  that  there  are  only  the  stumps  of  trees  left, 
leaving  said  section  utterly  devoid  of  timber,  as  above  stated. 

This  case  is  ruled  by  that  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Secretary  Teller, 
in  the  case  of  Sellman  v.  Bedding  (2  L.  D.,  270,)  wherein  it  was  said : 

If  the  tract  at  any  time  was  not  subject  to  entry  on  account  of  the 
natural  growth  of  timber  on  that  section,  the  act  of  removing  the  tim- 
ber would  not  bring  the  land  under  the  provisions  of  the  timber-culture 
laws.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that,  if  left  to  itself,  the  section  would  again 
produce  timber  without  artificial  cultivation. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  said  office  decision  rejecting  Sadler's  applica- 
tion. 


OSAOE  INDIAN  LANDS-ACT  OF  MAT  28,   1880. 

(Jnitbd  States  v.  Woodbury  et  al. 

The  statutory  oath  required  of  a  pre-emptor  is  not  applioable  to  au  entry  under  the 

act  of  May  28,  1880. 
By  this  act  the  only  condition  pre-reqnisite  to  an  entry  of  these  lands  is  that  the 

purchaser  shall  be  an  actual  settler  with  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor. 
The  case  of  Morgan  v.  Craig  overruled. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  December  23, 1886. 

This  case  involves  the  validity  of  Osage  Gash  Entry  No.  52,  made  by 
Charles  H.  Bobey,  September  12, 1884,  for  the  NE.|  of  Sec.  12,  T.  33  S., 
B.  23  W.,  Oardeu  City,  Kansas,  under  the  act  of  May  28,  1880.  Yon 
held  this  entry  for  cancellation  upon  the  ground  that  Bobey  had  made 
repeated  efforts  to  dispose  of  his  claim  before  making  final  proof, 
showing  that  he  was  not  a  boua-fide  pre-emptor,  and  that  his  entry 
was' made  for  a  speculative  purpose. 

From  this  decision  Bobey  appealed,  alleging  as  error,  (1),  In  holding 
that  Bobey  settled  upon  and  improved  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
specalation,  and  (2)    In  holding  that  said  entry  was  subject  to  the 
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provisions  of  the  general  pre-emption  laws.    These  are  the  controlling 
issues  in  the  case. 

The  tract  in  qnestiou  is  part  of  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and  dimin« 
ished  reserre  lands,  in  Kansas,  which  are  subject  to  disposal  under  the 
act  of  May  28,  1880  (21  Stat,  143).  In  July,  1883,  this  tract  was  in 
possession  of  Robert  C.  Lowry,  who  never  made  any  claim  to  it.  About 
this  time  Bobey,  having  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor,  went  upon 
the  land  and  resided  with  Lowry  as  a  boarder,  but  supposing  that 
Lowry  was  qualified  to  take  the  land  as  a  pre-emptor,  and  desiring  to 
secure  land  near  to  the  tract  that  Lowry  was  living  on,  selected  land  in 
a  different  quarter  section  upon  which  he  procured  8ome  plowing  to  be 
done.  Bobey  made  no  filing  for  this  tract,  nor  any  settlement  upon  it, 
but,  with  Lowry's  permission,  erected  on  the  land  in  controversy  a 
small  house,  in  which  he  opened  a  store  and  sold  goods  to  passing 
travelers. 

Kobey  subsequently  discovered  that  Lowry  was  a  mere  squatter,  and 
not  qualified  to  pre-empt  the  land,  whereupon,  on  April  26,  1884,  he 
filed  declaratory  statement  for  the  tract,  alleging  settlement  December 
25,  1883.  In  the  spring  or  summer  of  1884  his  own  improvements  con- 
sisted of  a  house  for  residence,  an  out  honse  and  a  well  of  water,  he  had 
some  land  broken,  and  after  filing  purchased  the  improvements  of 
Lowry. 

On  June  13, 1884,  Bobey  signed  an  agreement  to  convey  t.o  James  M. 
Young  and  T.  M.  Carter,  for  the  Marian  Towusite  Company,  this  tract 
of  land,  in  consideration  of  $600,  to  be  paid  in  cash  when  he  should 
prove  up  and  be  able  to  give  a  deed,  reserving  to  himself  a  good  resi- 
dence and  building  lot  on  said  tract  There  is  evidence  in  the  record 
showing  that  Bobey  was  drunk  when  he  executed  this  agreement,  and 
on  recovering  from  a  drunken  stupor  and  being  told  what  he  had  done 
and  that  his  act  was  illegal,  he  destroyed  his  copy  of  the  agreement, 
and  wrote  to  the  parties  repudiating  the  contract 

Afterwards  and  before  Bobey  made  final  proof,  W.  P.  Brush  proposed 
to  Bobey  to  furnish  a  printing  press  valued  at  $600,  to  bring  in  a  third 
party  who  would  furnish  a  capital  of  $600,  that  Bobey  should  prove  up, 
and  each  were  to  receive  one-third  interest  in  the  tract  Bobey  consid- 
ered this  proposition,  although  there  was  no  contract  or  agreement 
made,  nor  was  any  further  action  had  in  regard  to  it,  until  after  final 
proof,  when  the  proposition  seems  to  have  been  rejected.  Bobey  made 
final  proof  September  12, 1884,  and  receipt  No.  52  for  the  cash  payment 
was  issued  to  him. 

On  October  14,  thereafter,  Bobey  sold  said  land  to  J.  A.  Cooper,  as 
agent  for  the  Ashland  Townsite  Company,  and  the  town  of  Ashland  was 
thereupon  located  upon  the  tract.  The  company  appears  to  be  a  bona- 
fide  purchaser  without  notice. 

October  28. 1884,  Nerval  Dudley  filed  protest  against  the  issuance  of 
patent  to  Bobey,  upon  the  ground  that  said  entry  was  made  under  a 
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written  contract  wliereb}'  the  title  would  inure  to  the  Marian  Towusite 
Company,  upon  which  a  hearing  was  ordered  to  determine  the  character 
of  said  entr3% 

Said  hearin^r  develope<l  the  facts  substantially  as  above  stated,  upon 
which  the  register  and  receiver  delivered  a  joint  opinion  rexsommending 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry,  which  decision  you  affirmed,  upon  the 
ground  heretofore  stated.  From  said  decision  Charles  P.  Woodbury, 
adminietrator  of  the  estate  of  Robey  (he  having  died  since  the  hearing), 
filed  this  appeal.  Counsel  for  liobey  contend  that  the  contract  made 
with  the  Marian  Townsite  Company  could  not  possibly  have  caused  ti- 
tle to  inure  to  their  benefit,  because  it  was  based  upon  a  condition  of 
acceptance  by  the  company,  which  was  not  accepted,  but  was  afterwards 
repudiated;  and  that  there  was  no  agreement  made  with  Brush,  either 
with  or  without  a  consideration,  that  was  ever  attempted  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  determine  whether  the  alleged  con- 
tract made  by  Bobey  could  be  enforced  or  not,  nor  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  such  a  contract  upon  an  entry  made  under  the  pre-emption 
laws,  because  I  do  not  consider  that  the  oath  required  to  be  taken  by  an 
entry  man  under  the  pre-emption  law  is  applicable  to  entries  made  under 
the  act  of  May  28, 1880,  and  hence  the  case  may  be  disposed  of  under 
the  second  ground  of  error. 

The  second  ground  of  error  alleged  is,  '^  In  holding  that  this  entry 
is  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  general  pre-emption  law." 

The  sale  of  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and  diminished  reserve  lands  was 
first  provided  for  by  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  10, 1869, 
(16  Stat.,  55,)  which  provided — 

^^  That  any  bona-fide  settler  residing  upon  any  portion  of  the  lands 

sold  to  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  the treaty  between 

the  United  States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  tribe  of  Indians, 

who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  shall  have 

declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
entitled  to  purchase  the  same  in  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  at  the  price  of  $1.25  per  acre,  within  two  years  from  the 
passage  of  the  act,  under  such  rules  as  ma.'v  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior." 

This  was  subsequently  re-enacted  by  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  (16 
Stat.,  362),  but  provided  that  payment  should  be  made  within  one  year 
from  date  of  settlement. 

The  construction  of  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  came  before  the  supreme 
court  of  Kansas  in  the  case  of  Foster  v.  Brest  (11  Kan.,  350,)  in  which 
the  court  held  that  the  claimant's  right  to  purchase  said  laud  is  not  de. 
termined  by  the  pre-emption  law,  but  by  the  act  of  July  16, 1870,  and 
that  he  had  a  perfect  right  before  purchasing  the  tract  from  the  gov- 
ernment to  make  a  contract  to  convey  a  portion  of  the  same,  or  all  of 
it,  without  forfeiting  his  right  to  purchase  it. 
2278  DBC 20 
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Sabseqnently  the  act  of  Msiy  9,  IS72,  (17  Stat.,  90,)  was  passed,  which 
was  afterwards  incorporated  in  the  Revised  Statutes  as  Section  2283. 
That  section,  which  is  in  the  exact  language  of  the  act,  reads  as  follows : 

^'The  Osa^e  Indian  trust  and  diminished  reserved  lands  in  the  State 
of  Kansas,  except  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  disposal  for  cash  only  to  actual  settlers,  in  quantities  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  one-quaiter  section  to  each  in  com- 
pact form,  in  accordance  with  the  general  principles  of  the  pre  emption 
law8^  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office;  but  claimants  shall  file  their  declaratory  statements  as  pre- 
scribed in  other  cases  upon  unoitered  lands,  and  shall  ])a3'  for  the  tracts 
respectively  settled  upon  within  one  year  from  date  of  settlement  where 
the  plat  of  survey  is  on  file  at  that  date,  and  within  one  year  from  the 
filing  of  the  township  plat  in  the  district  office,  where  such  plat  is  not 
on  file  at  date  of  settlement." 

It  would  seem  from  this  act  that  Congress  intended  that  all  entries 

of  Osage  Indian  lands  should  be  governed  by  the  general  pre-emption 

laws  in  every  respect;  and  such  was  the  practice  of  the  Department 

under  that  act.    This  act  continued  of  force  until  the  passage  of  the 

act  of  August  11,  1876,  (19  Stat.,  127),  which  provided— 

<^ That  any  bona-fide  settler,  residing  at  the  time  of  completing  his 
entry (upon  said  lands), and  being  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  or  who  had  declared  his  intention  to  become 
a  citizen,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  entitled  to  purchase  the  same  in  quan- 
tity not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at  the  price  of  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  within  one  year  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on  the  terms  hereinafter  provided." 

The  terms  provided  are  that  the  claimant  shall  pay  one-fourth  cash 
at  the  time  of  entry  and  the  balance  in  three  annual  payments,  with  in- 
terest, at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  if  ho  failed  to 
make  entry  within  twelve  months  from  the  passage  of  the  act,  he  should 
forfeit  all  right  to  the  land,  except  in  cases  where  the  land  was  in  contest. 

It  is  not  clear  whether  this  act  was  intended  as  a  repeal  of  the  act  of 
May  9,  1872,  or  simply  an  act  for  the  relief  of  claimants  who  settled 
under  the  act  of  May  9, 1872,  by  allowing  them  to  cure  their  default, 
and  by  extending  the  time  of  payment  limited  by  that  act  and  providing 
for  more  liberal  terms  of  payment. 

This  act  was  considered  by  Secretary  Schurz  in  the  case  of  Storrs  v* 
Oiftbrd  (6  C.  L.  C,  128),  in  which  case  claimant  had  made  a  contract 
to  secure  another  party  for  money  due  by  mortgage  or  deed  of  trust  to 
be  executed  after  obtaining  title  to  the  land.  The  Commissioner  ruled 
adversely  to  the  claim,  upon  the  theory  that  the  same  rule  in  all  re- 
spects must  govern  in  the  disposition  of  the  Osage  Ceded  Lauds  which 
obtain  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands  under  the  preemption  law. 

The  Secretary,  after  stating  this  ruling,  says:  "In  this  I  think  yon 
err."  Then,  after  reciting  the  oath  required  of  the  pre-emptor  as  pre- 
scribed in  Section  2262,  B.  S.,  says : 

"  There  is  no  such  provision  in  the  act  of  August  11, 1876,  providing 
for  the  disposition  of  the  Osage  Ceded  Lands.    It  is  true  that  where 
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parties  settle  as  did  tlie  i^arties  in  tbis  case,  tbey  are  required  to  file 
their  declaratory  statements  within  twenty  days  after  the  settlement^ 
and  make  payment  nnder  the  provisions  of  the  act  within  one  year» 
So  far  the  act  is  in  some  respects  simihir  to  the  pre-emption  law,  yet 
the  prohibitions  of  the  pre-emption  law  are  not  found  in  the  act.'' 

The  question  again  came  before  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Elias 
Brecbbill  (10  C.  L.  O.,  262).  In  tbis  case  Brechbill,  being  qualified^ 
settled  in  1870  and  was  killed  in  1875  without  having  made  application 
to  purchase  under  the  joint  resolution  of  1869.  His  administrator  was 
allowed  by  the  local  officers. to  make  cash  entry  under  the  act  of  August 
11, 1876. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  claimant  that  the  joint  resolution  of 
1869  conferred  on  Brechbill  a  preemption  right,  and,  although  he 
failed  to  purchase  within  the  two  years  as  therein  provided,  that  the 
act  of  August  11, 1876,  validated  and  confirmed  said  pre-emption  right, 
and  that  the  right  of  purchase  rested  in  his  administrator  or  heirs  under 
Section  2269  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

To  this  Secretary  Teller  replied,  ''This  Department  has  never  held 
that  the  preemption  laws  were  extended  over  the  Osage  Ceded  Land» 
by  either  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  consequently  Section  2269  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  has  no  application  to  the  case  at  bar,"  citing  Foster  v.  Brest 
to  the  effect  that  the  preemption  laws  have  no  application  to  rights, 
acquired  under  the  act  of  1870. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  reference  is  made  to  the  act  of  1872,  but 
the  act  of  1876  was  construed  as  not  conferring  upon  settlers  on  Osage 
Indian  lands  the  rights  of  pre-emptors,  and  hence  could  not  have  im- 
posed on  them  by  implication  its  requirements,  and  in  this  respect  it 
was  similnr  to  the  act  of  1870. 

It  would  seem  as  if  Secretary  Teller  construed  the  act  of  August  11» 
1876,  as  practically  repealing  the  act  of  May  9, 1875^. 

But  whether  the  act  of  1876  be  construed  as  a  repeal  of  the  act  of 
1872  or  not  it  is  very  clear  that  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  was  not  only 
intended  to  relieve  actual  settlers  who  had  settled  under  preexistings 
laws  from  a  further  compliance  with  and  from  the  penalty  of  forfeiture 
by  reason  of  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  pre  existing^ 
laws,  but  also  to  provide  for  the  qualification  and  requirement  of  those 
who  might  thereafter  settle  upon  said  lands  without  reference  to  pre- 
existing laws.  The  act  of  May  28, 1880,  as  expressed  in  the  title  is  '*for 
the  relief  of  settlers  upon  the  Osage  trust  and  diminished  reserve  landa 
in  Kansas  and  for  other  purposes." 
The  first  section  of  the  act  provides: 

'^That  all  actual  settlers  under  existing  laws  upon  the  Osage  Indian 
trust  and  diminished  reserv^  lands  in  Kansas  (any  failure  to  comply 
with  such  existing  laws  notwithstanding)  shall  be  allowed  sixty  days^ 
after  a  day  to  be  fixed  by  public  notice  by  advertisement  in  two  news- 
papers in  each  of  the  proper  land  districts,  which  day  shall  not  be  later 
than  ninety  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  within  which  to  make 
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proof  of  their  claims,  aud  to  pay  onefourtb  of  the  purchase  price 
thereof,  and  the  aaid  parties  shall  pay  the  balance  of  said  purchase 
price  in  three  auuualiustallaients  thereafter;  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  an  earlier  payment  of 
the  whole  or  any  installment  of  said  purchase  money  as  aforesaid.'' 

The  balance  of  said  section  then  provides  for  the  public  sale  of  land, 
in  the  event  that  default  in  payment  be  made. 

If,  under  pre-existing  laws,  the  settler  was  required  to  comply  in  all 
respects  with  the  general  pre-emption  laws,  it  is  very  i)lain  that  by  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  all  settlers,  who  had  made  set- 
tlement under  pre-existing  laws,  were  relieved  from  further  compliance 
with  said  laws,  and  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  by  reason  of  a  failure  to 
comply  with  them,  and  I  think  it  equally  clear  that  the  second  section 
of  said  act  did  not  intend  to  impose  on  persons  who  might  thereafter 
settle  upon  said  lands  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  but 
simpl}'  that  they  should  make  proof  of  actual  settlement  and  qualifica- 
tion, otherwise  there  would  have  been  no  purpose  in  making  provision 
for  future  entries  by  the  act  of  1880,  as  the  act  of  1872  provided  that 
such  entries  should  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the 
general  pre-emption  laws,  and  the  act  of  1876  provided  for  the  cash 
and  annual  payments  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  by  the  act  of 
1880. 

The  second  section  of  said  act  is  as  follows : 

''That  all  the  said  Indian  lauds  remaining  unsold  and  unappropriated, 
and  not  embraced  in  the  claims  provided  for  by  section  one  of  this  act, 
shall  be  subject  to  disposal  to  actual  settlers  only  having  tlie  quaUjica- 
tions  of  preemptors.  Such  settlers  shall  make  dne  application  to  the 
register  with  proof  of  settlement  and  qualifications  as  aforesaid,  and  nyyon 
payment  of  not  less  than  one  fourth  the  purchase  price,  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter  not  exceeding  one-quarter  section  each,  the  balance  to  be 
paid  in  three  equal  installments,  with  like  penalties,  liabilities,  and 
restrictions,  as  to  default  aud  forfeiture  as  provided  in  section  one  of 
this  act." 

The  third  section  then  provides  that  all  lands,  including  those  men- 
tioned in  both  the  first  and  second  sections  upon  which  default  has  con- 
tinued for  ninety  days,  shall  be  placed  on  a  list  and  the  Secretary  shall 
cause  them  to  be  proclaimed  for  sale  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the 
offering  of  the  public  lands,  after  advertising  the  same  for  thirty  days, 
and  unless  the  purchase  price  be  fully  paid  before  the  day  of  sale  they 
shall  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  at  not  less  than  the  price  fixed  by 
law.  It  then  x)rovides  that  any  of  said  lands  remaining  unsold  after 
the  oflFering  as  aforesaid  shall  be  subject  to  private  cash  entry. 

The  fourth  section  then  provides  that,  after  payment  of  the  first  in- 
stallment, the  land  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  according  to  the  laws  of 
Kansas,  and  that  if  default  be  made  in  any  installment  of  the  purchase 
price,  the  purchaser  at  a  tax  sale,  or  his  legal  representativ^e,  may, 
after  such  default  has  become  final,  pay  so  much  of  the  purchase  price 
as  remains  unpaid,  and  receive  patent  for  said  land. 
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Considering  the  second  section  of  this  act  in  connection  with  the  third 
and  fourth  sections,  it  seems  that  Congress  intended  that  these  lands 
should  be  purchased  as  other  lands  at  private  cash  entry,  the  only 
difference  being  that  preference  is  given  before  offering  to  an  actual 
settler  having  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor,  and  without  reference 
to  other  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  laws. 

This  seems  also  to  have  been  the  constrnction  given  to  this  act  by 
the  Land  Department  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  because  under  instruc- 
tions of  June  28,  1880,  issued  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  the  Commissioner,  referring  to  section  two  of  said  act,  says: 

'^  Claimants  under  this  section  must  have  the  qualifications  of  a  pre- 
emptor  under  existing  laws,  and  will  be  required  to  file  their  respective 
claims  in  your  office  with  proof  of  settlement  and  qualification,  and  pay 
not  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  purchase  price  within  three  months  from 
date  of  settlement  J  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price  to  be  paid  as  pro- 
vided in  section  one  of  the  act  with  like  penalties,"  etc. 

It  will  been  seen  from  these  instructions  that  the  Land  Office  did  not 
even  reqnire  residence  for  six  months  as  proof  of  actual  settlement,  as 
required  by  the  regulations  under  the  preemption  laws,  nor  for  any 
period,  but  simply  that  payment  should  be  made  within  three  months 
from  day  of  settlement.  But  in  June  28, 1881,  the  Commissioner  issued 
instructions  to  the  same  local  officers,  in  which,  referring  to  said  in- 
structions of  June  28,  1880,  he  says : 

"  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  my  said  instructions  have,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  been  so  amended  as  to 
require  that  in  entries  hereafter  made  under  section  two,  the  general 
principles  of  the  preemption  law  in  respect  to  filing,  proof  of  settle- 
ment, and  notice  of  making  proof,  will  be  required  to  be  followed,  and 
that  filings  must  be  made  within  three  months  from  date  of  .'settlement 
and  proof,  and  payment  of  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  purchase 
price  within  six  n^onths  from  date  of  filing,  with  notice  by  publication 
as  required  in  other  pre-emption  entries;  and  that  a  residence  of  not 
less  than  six  months  should  be  required  to  be  shown,  as  evidence  that 
the  settlement  is  made  in  good  faith." 

While  under  these  instructions  the  settler  was  only  required  to  con- 
form to  the  general  principles  of  the  pre  emption  laws  in  respect  to 
filing,  proof  of  settlemeiit,  notice  of  making  proof,  and  term  of  settle- 
ment, it  was  held  by  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Morgan  ??.  Craig 
(10  C.  L.  O.,  234),  that  a  comparison  of  said  act  with  that  of  May  9, 
1872,  and  other  acts  relating  to  the  disposal  of  these  lands,  shows  that 
it  was  the  policy  of  Congress  to  subject  entries  ui)on  these  lands  to  all 
the  requirements  and  conditions  of  the  general  pre  eojption  laws. 

In  this  case  it  appeared  that  Craig's  settlement  was  made  with  the 
intention  of  proving  up  for  the  benefit  of  another,  to  whom  he  had 
agreed  to  convey  the  land  after  entry.  The  Commissioner  hehl  that 
^<  the  mere  fact  that  such  an  agreement  may  have  existed  is  insufficient 
to  debar  him  the  right  of  entr}',  when  he  swears  that  no  such  contract 
now  exists.''    The  Department,  however,  reversed  the  ruling  of  the 
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land  office,  upon  tbe  ground  above  stated,  and  in  support  of  this  view 
the  Secretary  says : 

^'Bona-fides  in  settlement  is  an  original  and  fundamental  principle  of 
the  pre-emption  law,  and  an  actual  settler  is  one  who  goes  upon  the 
land  animo  manendi^  or,  as  the  court  remarks  in  L>  tie  v.  Arkansas  (22 
How.,  193),  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  a  home.'' 

But  the  pre-emption  law  requires  that  before  a  party  makes  entry  he 
shall  swear  that  he  made  his  entry  to  appropriate  it  to  his  own  exclusive 
use,  and  that  he  has  not  made  any  contract  whereby  the  title,  which  he 
might  obtain  Irom  the  government,  will  inure  to  the  benefit  of  another. 
There  is  no  such  requirement  under  the  act  of  1880  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  Osage  Ceded  Lands.  If  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  did 
not  require  that  entries  of  the  Osage  Ceded  Lands  should  be  governed 
by  the  general  pre-emption  law,  as  determined  by  the  court  in  the  case 
of  Foster  t\  Brost,  (2  Kan.,  350,)  and  by  the  Department  in  the  cases  of 
Storrs  t?.  Gifford,  (10  C.  L.  O.,  128)  and  Elias  Brecbbill  (10  C.  L.  O., 
262)  a  comparison  of  thai  act  with  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  clearly 
4showH  that  no  such  requirement  was  provided  by  the  latter  act.  1  am 
therefore  disposed  to  deny  the  correctness  of  the  ruling  in  the  case  of 
Morgan  v,  Craig,  and  hence  it  is  overruled.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
under  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  the  only  qualification  and  condition  re- 
quired to  authorize  an  entry  upon  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and  dimin- 
ished reserve  lands  is,  that  the  claimant  must  be  an  actual  settler  on 
the  land  at  the  date  of  entry,  and  must  have  the  qualifications  of  a  pre- 
emptor. 

In  the  case  of  Abraham  L.  Burke  (4  L.  D.,  340),  it  was  held  by  the 
Department,  that  "to  secure  the  right  to  purchase  these  lands,  com- 
pliance with  the  requirements  of  the  pre-emption  laws  with  respect  to 
settlement  and  residence  must  be  shown."  It  will  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  this  ruling  was  ]nn  upon  the  ground  that  Burke's  entry  was 
made  under  section  228.3  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  which  requires  that 
such  entries  shall  be  made  "in  accordance  with  the  general  provisions 
of  the  pre  emption  laws,"  and  no  reference  to  the  act  of  May  28,  1880, 
was  made,  nor  was  the  attention  of  the  Department  called  to  it,  although 
it  appears  from  the  decision  that  Bnrke's  entry  was  made  in  LS83.  An 
examination  of  that  case  shows  that  Burke  never  made  actual  settle- 
ment, and  it  is  upon  this  ground  that  his  entry  was  canceled. 

That  Robey  was  an  actual  settler  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
that  he  had  tiie  qualifications  of  a  pre  emptor,  can  not  be  questioned. 
He  had  settled  upon,  built  a  house,  an<l  otherwise  improved  said  tract 
for  more  than  .vix  months  before  final  proof,  and  in  fact  was  Hying  on 
the  tract  for  a  much  longer  period.  In  the  contract  made  with  the 
Marian  Townsite  Company  he  reserved  one  lot  for  a  home  and  another 
for  a  place  of  business,  showing  his  intention  to  continue  his  residence 
on  the  tract. 
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He  also  had  the  qualifications  of  a  pre  emptor  at  the  date  of  his  entry. 
Simply  improving  another  tract  upon  which  lie  never  settled  or  filed 
did  not  exhaust  his  pre  em pt ion  right. 

I  accordingly  reverse  your  decision,  and  direct  that  patent  be  issued. 


SANTEE  SIOUX  INDIAN  RESERVATIOX. 

Louis  Eggeet. 

The  reservatioD  was  DOt  open  to  entry  until  the  approved  list  of  Indian  allotiueuts 

was  received  at  the  local  land  office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  24,  1880. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  November  27, 1885,  transmitting  the 
appeal  of  Louis  Eggert  from  your  office  decision  of  July  15,  1885,  affirm- 
ing the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  rejecting  his  application  to  make 
timberculture  entry  lor  tbe  NE.  J  of  Sec.  31,  T.  31  N.,  R.  4  W.,  Nio- 
brara district,  Nebraska. 

The  tract  described  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Santee  Sioux  Indian 
reservation,  which  by  executive  order  of  February  9, 1885,  was  directed 
to  be  opened  to  settlement  on  and  after  May  15,  1885,  excepting  such 
tracts  as  might  be  selected  by  and  allotted  to  individual  Indians  be- 
longing to  that  tribe  prior  to  April  15,  1885.  The  list  of  such  selections 
and  allotments  was  forwarded  by  the  local  officers  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  his  approval,  but  upon  being  returned,  after  ap- 
proval, did  not  reach  the  local  office  until  May  19,  1885;  hence  until 
that  date  the  lt)cal  officers  had  no  means  of  knowing  what  tracts  were 
or  were  not  open  to  entry  or  filing.  Kggert's  application  to  make  timber- 
culture  entry  was  presented  at  the  Niobrara  land  office  on  May  15, 1885, 
at  11.30  a.  m.,  and  refused  for  the  reason  above  set  forth.  p]ggert  ap- 
pealed to  your  office,  and  from  your  adverse  decision  to  the  Department. 
I  affirm  your  decision. 


RAILROAD  GRAST— WHEN  EFFECTIVE, 

CENTNEE  V.  NOETHEBN  PAC.  K.  R.  Co. 

Odd-nnmbered  sectiouH  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant,  which  were  vacant 
and  unappropriated  at  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  pasned  to  the  company, 
although  such  lands  at  the  date  of  the  grant  may  have  been  otherwibe  appro- 
priated. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  27,  1886. 

This  controversy  relates  to  the  E.  i  of  SE.  \  of  Sec.  29,  T.  19  N.,  K.  2 
W.,  Olympia,  Washington  Territory,  and  comes  here  on  appeal  by  the 
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Northern  Pacific  Railroad  GompaDj  from  3*oar  decision,  dated  May  1^, 
1.^85,  rejecting  its  claim  to  the  tract  specified. 

This  laud  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  appellant 
company — main  line — by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  2,  1864 
(13  Stat.,  365),  as  amended  by  the  Joint  Besolation  of  May  31,  1870 
(16  id.,  378).  The  withdrawal  upon  map  of  general  route  became  effect- 
ive in  this  district  August  13,  1870,  and  the  road  was  definitely  located 
opposite  this  land  May  14,  1874. 

The  records  show  that  this  tract  was  included  in  homestead  entry 
No.  631  made  by  John  Sexton  November  28,  1866,  and  canceled  April 
7,  1874. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1884,  Charles  A.  Centner  applied  to  make  home- 
stead entry  of  this  tract  with  other  lands.  The  railroad  company  was 
notified  and  on  June  30th  following  filed  objections  to  the  allowance  of 
this  entry.  July  1st  ensuing  the  local  office  rejected  Centner's  aT>plica- 
tion  and  he  thereupon  appealed.  You  reversed  this  decision  and  awarded 
the  tract  to  Centner,  subject  to  appeal.  Your  decision  went  upon  the 
theory  that  inatimuch  as  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  as  extended  by  the 
Joint  Kesolution  of  1870,  this  tract  wiis  appropriated  by  the  homestead 
entry  of  Sexton,  it  was  excepted  from  such  grant,  though  at  the  defi- 
nite location  of  the  road  said  tract  was  vacant  and  unappropriated. 

The  grant  to  this  company  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1864  is 
as  follows : 

"That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  its  successors  and  assigns  .  .  .  every  alternate  section 
of  public  land,  not  mineral,  designate<l  by  odd  numbers,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  railroad  line 
.  .  .  through  the  territories  .  .  .  and  ten  alternate  sections  of  land 
per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  railroad,  whenever  on  the  line  thereof,  the 
United  States  have  full  title,  not  reserved,  sold,  granted,  or  otherwise 
api)ropriated,  and  free  from  preemption,  or  other  claims  or  rights,  at 
the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed,  and  a  plat  thei*e/Of  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,"  etc. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  grant  is  in  substantially  the  same  lan- 
guage as  that  to  the  Central  Pacitic  Railroad  Company  (13  Stat.,  350), 
which  was  under  consideration  and  construction  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
Rees  V,  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (5  L.  D.,  62;  same  case  on  re- 
view, 277),  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  odd  numbered  sections  within 
the  primary  limits  of  the  grant,  which  were  vacant  and  unuppropriated 
at  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  passed  to  the  company,  although  at 
the  date  of  the  grant  such  lands  may  have  been  otherwise  appropriated. 
The  decision  in  that  case  would  seem  to  govern  In  this,  and  upon  au- 
thority of  the  same  your  decision  is  reversed. 
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timber  cvlture-fraidvlent  entry. 
Gilbert  E.  Kead. 

No  fixed  mle  can  be  formulated  by  which  to  determine  just  what  shall  constitute  ai> 
entry  fraudulent  or  speculative.  If  the  entryman  has  fully  complied  with  the- 
law  as  to  breaking,  cultivation,  and  planting,  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled,, 
unless  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  to  be  illegal. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  December  27, 1886- 

I  have  considered  tbe  case  of  the  United  States  i\  Gilbert  E.  Bead^ 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  May  7,  1885,  refusing  to  rescind  its  former  order  cancelling  his- 
timber  culture  entry  of  tbe  SW.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  105,  N.,  R.  59,  W.,  5th 
P.  M.,  made  at  the  Mitchell  land  office,  Dakota  Territory,  on  April  21^ 
1883. 

It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  Amelia  E.  Truax  made  timber  culture 
entry  of  said  tract  at  the  Sioux  Falls  land  office,  in  said  Territory,  od 
April  7,  1880.  Eead  initiated  a  content  against  said  entry,  and  upon 
his  procurement  it  was  canceled,  and  his  entry  allowed. 

On  September  22,  1883,  a  special  agent  of  your  office  transmitted  the 
joint  ea?  parte  affidavits  of  Charles  B.  Brown,  K.  M.  Church  and  C.  L» 
Stratton,  alleging  that  Bead's  entry  was  made  for  speculative  purposes,, 
and  he  recommended  that  it  be  canceled  "by  the  most  summary  pro- 
ceeding known  to  your  office.'' 

Thereupon  your  office,  on  December  26, 1883,  canceled  said  entry  and 
directed  the  district  land  officers  to  hold  the  land  subject  to  entry  by 
the  first  legal  applicant.  On  January  8,  1884,  the  local  land  officers 
forwarded  the  application  of  Bead  for  a  reconsideration  of  said  decision, 
who  alleged  if  an  opportunity  was  given  he  would  show  that  said  affi- 
davits attacking  his  entry  were  false  in  every  material  respect.  On 
January  18,  1884,  your  office  granted  said  application  and  ordered  a 
hearing,  and  directed  the  local  land  officers  to  consult  with  said  special 
agent  as  to  the  time  and  place,  in  order  that  he  might  be  present  and 
represent  the  interests  of  the  j^overnment. 

The  hearing  was  duly  held,  and  upon  the  testiuiony  submitted  the 
district  land  officers  held  that  the  charge  of  speculation  had  not  been 
sustained,  and  that  said  entry  ought  not  to  be  canceled.  On  May  Ij. 
1885,  3'our  office  considered  the  case,  and  declined  to  rescind  its  former 
order  of  cancellation. 

It  is  clear  that  said  entry  should  not  have  been  canceled  in  the  first 
instance  without  a  hearing.  The  Le  Cocq  cases  (2  L.  D.,  784);  Frank- 
lin L.  Bnsh  et  al.  (ibid.,  788).  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  attack- 
ing party.    George  T.  Burr  (4  L.  D.,  65) j  Andrew  J.  Healey  (ibid.,  81). 

At  said  hearing  Brown,  by  his  attorney,  insisted  that  the  hearing^ 
having  been  ordered  by  your  office,  the  burden  of  proof  was  upon  Bead, 
and  he  (Brown)  utterly  refused  to  pay  the  costs  of  said  contest,  or  to 
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be  considered  a  contestant  of  said  entry.  It  is  evident  that  Brown's 
-entry  should  not  have  been  allowed.  Prior  to  the  allowance  thereof, 
Bead  had  filed  said  application  for  re-instatement,  which  reserved  the 
land  until  the  same  had  been  finally  adjudicated.  Sarah  Benner  (2  L* 
D.,  43) ;  Johnson  t?.  Gjevre  (3  L.  D.,  156) ;  Millis  v.  Burge  (4  L.  D.,  446). 
Your  office,  however,  refused  to  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
register  and  receiver,  for  the  reason  that  Read's  timber  culture  affidavit, 
executed  October  10,  1882,  was  a  matter  of  record  in  your  office  when 
he  admits  having  offered  his  preference  right  of  entry  for  sale,  and  also 
that  it  was  his  purpose  to  obtain  indirectly  the  benefit  of  two  entries 
under  the  timber  culture  law.  Mr.  Read  stated  in  his  testimony  on 
cross-examination,  in  reply  to  the  following  question  :  ''State  whether 
or  not  during  April,  1883,  you  offered  to  sell  him  this  tract  in  question, 
together  with  the  homestead  on  NW.  J  of  9,  105,  59!"— 

'*  Mr.  Parsons  called  on  me  at  Hitchcock's  office,  I  think  in  April  12, 
1883,  previous  to  the  entry;  said  he  wanted  to  purchase  that  timber 
•culture;  at  first  I  declined  to  sell.  I  supposed  I  had  nothing  to  sell. 
I  only  had  a  contest.  He  urged  me  to  fix  a  price.  I  finally  made  a 
proposition  what  I  would  sell  all  my  interest  for  in  105-59.  He  said  to 
me  that  he  would  think  of  it  and  let  me  know.  I  followed  him  out 
after  a  short  time  and  toM  him  1  wouldn't  sell,  and  withdrew  my  offer." 

On  his  re-direct  examination,  when  asked  to  state  what  idea  he  had 
<;oncerning  this  claim  and  its  sale  just  before  entry,  he  stated — 

"  My  idea  was  that  I  would  save  my  timber  culture  right,  and  could 
purchase  another  claim,  and  that  was  what  influenced  me  to  make  a 
proposition  to  Mr.  Parsons." 

It  was  held  by  this  Department  in  the  case  of  Sims  v.  Bnsse  et  al.  (4 
L.  D.,  369),  that  '^  it  is  not  sufficient  to  allege  in  the  contest  affidavit 
that  the  entr^inan  has  repeatedly  offered  said  laud  for  sale  to  different 
persons,  and  that  the  same  is  now  and  has  been  held  solely  for  speca- 
lation.  Such  an  allegation  does  not  necessarily  contradict  the  affidavit 
required  by  the  statute.  Non  constat  that  the  applicant  did  not  make 
the  affidavit  honestly  an<l  afterwards  by  reason  of  change  of  circum- 
stances wish  to  dispose  of  his  improvements  and  interest  in  the  claim." 

It  was  also  held  in  said  case,  if  the  allegation  is  made  that  the  entry 
was  not  made  in  good  faith,  but  tor  the  purpose  of  sale  and  specula- 
tion, the  contestant  may  set  out  the  fact  that  the  entryman  had  repeat- 
-edly  offered  his  claim  for  sale,  as  an  inducement  to  said  allegation,  and 
proof  of  that  fact  would  be  evi<lence  proper  to  consider  in  support  of 
the  allegation  that  the  entry  was  fraudulent  in  its  inception. 

Said  decision  of  your  office  concedes  the  fact  that  the  evidence  does 
not  show  that  Read  entered  into  any  contract  for  the  sale  of  his  claim. 
The  affidavit  was  filed  October  10, 1882,  and  the  conversation  with  Par- 
sons was  in  April,  1883.  It  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  Read's  con- 
test against  the  prior  entry  was  not  initiated  in  good  faith,  or  that  his 
«ntry,  made  long  subsequent!}^,  was  for  speculation. 
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Wbile  the  entryman  is  required  by  the  second  sectiou  of  said  act  to 
make  an  affidavit  (among  other  things),  ^'  that  I  have  made  the  said  ap- 
plication in  good  faith,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  speculation 

that  I  inten'l  to  hold  and  cultivate  the  hmd,"  yet  it  was  not  the  purpose 
of  said  act  to  inhibit  the  sale  of  the  laud  ai'ter  the  entryman  shall  have 
<K>mplied  with  the  law  and  completed  his  entry. 

In  the  preemption  laws  (Sec.  2262,  R.  S.)  the  applicant  is  required  to 
make  oath  that  ''he  has  not  settled  upon  and  improved  such  land  to 
sell  the  same  on  speculation,  but  in  good  faith  to  appropriate  it  to  his 
own  exclusive  use." 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Myers  v. 
Croft  (13  Wall.,  291),  held  that  the  entryman  who  had  complied  with 
the  law  in  good  faith  had  a  right  to  sell  the  laud  covered  by  his  entry. 

No  fixed  rule  can  be  formulated  to  determine  just  what  shall  render 
an  entry  fraudulent  or  speculative.  If  the  entryman  has  fully  com- 
plied with  the  law  as  to  breaking,  cultivation  and  the  planting  of  trees, 
his  entry  should  not  be  canceled,  unless  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
entry  is  illegal.    Perry  on  Trusts,  Sec.  169. 

The  register  and  receiver,  with  the  witnesses  before  them,  found 
that  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  show  that  said  entry  was  made 
for  speculation.  The  claimant  positively  denies  under  oath  that  said 
entry  was  made  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  not  denied  that  he  has  fully 
complied  with  the  law  as  to  breaking  and  cultivation.  The  testimony 
tending  to  sustain  the  charge  is  indefinite,  uncertain  and  not  sufficient 
to  overcome  the  positive  denial  of  the  claimant.  Root  t?.  Shields  (1 
Woolworth,  183). 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  it  is  considered  that  the  decision  ap- 
pealed from  is  erroneous,  and  it  is  therefore  reversed. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST—EVIDENCE, 

Farnsworth  V.  Hudson. 

Acts  performed  in  compliance  with  the  law,  after  the  affidavit  of  contest  was  tiled, 
but  bffore  notice  was  served,  are  proper  snbjects  of  evidence. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commisaioner  SparkSj  December  27,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Aaron  Farnsworth  v.  Ralph  Hudson,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  letter  from  your  office  decision  of  May 
23,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture  entry,  made  Janu- 
ary 28,  1878,  upon  the  NVV.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  4  N.,  R.  16  W.,  Bloomington, 
Nebraska. 

Affidavit  of  contest  was  filed  April  15,  1884,  charging  failure  since 
January,  1881,  to  cultivate  and  protect  trees  upon  the  tract.  Hearing 
was  set  for  May  22,  1884.  On  that  day  a  continuance  was  granted  to 
July  8,  1884,  in  order  that  service  of  notice  of  contest  might  be  had 
upon  contestee. 
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Notice  was  served  on  May  22,  1884,  and  on  Jaly  8,  1884,  the  day  to 
which  the  hearinp^  had  been  postponed,  a  farther  contiunance  was  on 
motion  of  defendant  granted  to  September  17,  1884,  on  which  date  all 
parties  appeared  and  the  case  proceeded.  The  register  and  receiver 
found  the  testimony  conflicting  and  the  case  not  without  doubt,  but 
rendered  their  decision  in  favor  of  the  contestee. 

Your  ofbce  found  that  contestee  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law, 
and  therefore  reversed  the  finding  of  the  local  oflSce.  The  evidence 
shows,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  contestant,  that  the  requisite  amount  of 
breaking  and  planting  was  done  within  the  time  required  b^*  law.  A 
large  amount  of  testimony  was  taken  as  to  the  character  and  amount 
of  cultivation.  This  is,  as  stated  by  the  local  office,  conflicting  and  in 
some  respects  unsatisfactory,  but  upon  careful  consideration  of  the 
same  in  all  its  aspects,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  preponderance  is 
in  favor  of  the  claimant  and  that  the  contestant  has  failed  to  sustain 
the  charge  of  failure  to  cultivate.  It  is  shown  that  there  was  plowing 
or  cultivation  of  the  tract  originally  broken  every  year  following  the 
entry,  and  that  there  was  replanting  of  trees  where  the  first  planting 
had  failed  to  grow. 

While  there  was  cultivation  each  year,  it  appears  it  was  not  so  thor- 
ough as  to  keep  down  the  growth  of  grass  and  weeds,  but  it  is  in  evi- 
dence that  to  do  thiii  in  that  country  is  almost  if  not  quite  impossible. 

Testimony  as  to  cultivation  in  the  spring  of  1884  is  objected  to,  be- 
cause said  cultivation  was  after  the  initiation  of  contest  by  the  filing  of 
affidavit  of  contest.  As  said  affidavit  was  filed  April  15, 1884,  it  would 
not  seem  probable  that  there  could  have  been  in  the  latitude  in  which 
this  land  lies  much  if  any  cultivation  earlier  in  the  spring  than  the  date 
mentioned  ;  besides  the  notice  of  content  was  not  served  until  May  22, 
1884,  prior  to  which  there  had  been  cultivation  in  that  year,  and  the 
evidence  as  to  said  cultivation  was  therefore  admissible  as  going  to 
show  the  good  faith  of  claimant. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  as  made  by  the  hear- 
ing, I  must  conclude  that  bad  faith  is  not  shown  and  that  the  charge 
of  failure  to  cultivate  is  not  sustained.  Your  office  decision  is  there- 
fore reversed,  and  the  entry  will  be  allowed  to  stand. 


PRrrj  TE  ENTRY— HEP  A  YAfEXT. 

Joseph  Brown. 

Tbe  Department  is  not  clorhed  with  power  to  wake  repayments  except  by  specific 

statutory  anthorization. 
There  is  no  authority  for  the  return  of  the  excess  where  the  land  was  improperly  sold 

at  double  minimum. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  CommisHioner  Sparlcs^  December  27^  1886. 

On  August  20,  1883,  Joseph  Brown  made  private  cash  entry  of  the 
SW.  4  of  N  W.  J,  Sec.  27,  T.  4  S.,  R.  16  W.,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.    The 
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land  lies  within  the  granted  limits  of  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Arkansas 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads,  made  February  9, 1853 
(10  Stat.,  155).  Said  tract  was  oifered  at  public  sale  at  the  minimum 
price  of  $1.25  per  acre  October  6,  1833.  The  price  was  raised  to  $2.50 
per  acre  by  said  act  of  February  9,  1853,  and  the  land  offered  at  that 
price  in  October,  1856,  and  again  in  November,  1877.  By  act  of  June 
15,  1880  (21  Stat.,  256),  the  price  was  again  reduced  to  $1.25.  Brown 
paid  for  the  land  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  acre,  and  on  January  6, 1886, 
applied  to  your  office  for  repayment  of  one-half  the  purchase  niotiey  paid 
on  his  said  entry,  alleging  that  at  the  date  of  said  purchase  the  price 
of  said  laud  was  fixed  by  law  at  $1.25  per  acre. 

Tour  office  by  letter  of  August  25, 1886,  submitted  the  application 
to  this  Department,  with  a  request  for  instructions  for  guidance  '^  not 
only  in  the  case  herein  presented,  but  that  they  may  be  followed  in 
a  number  of  other  cases  now  ponding  in  this  office  that  involve  the 
same  point.^ 

In  the  case  at  bar  Brown  agreed  with  the  register  to  pay  for  the 
land  at  $2.50  per  a<^re  (see  form  of  cash  application  4-001,  Circular  of 
March  1, 1884,  page  81),  the  application  was  allowed,  the  money  paid, 
and  the  patent  issued.  The  amount  has  been  covered  into  the  United 
States  Treasury. 

The  question  of  repayment  first  arose  in  the  administration  of  the 
public  lands  on  the  construction  of  the  act  of  January  12,  1H25.  Said 
act  provided : 

**  That  every  person who  is  or  may  be  a  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 

land  from  the  United  States,  the  purchase  whereof  is,  or  may  be  void, 
by  reason  of  a  prior  sale  thereof  by  the  United  States,  or  by  the  confir- 
mation, or  other  legal  establishment  of  a  prior  British,  French,  or 
Spanish  grant  thereof,  or  for  want  of  title  thereto  in  the  United  States, 
from  any  other  cause  whatsoever,  shall  be  entitled  to  repayment  of  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  paid  for,  or  on  account  of,  such  tract  of  land,  on 
making  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  same  was  erroneously  sold,  in  manner  aforesaid,  by  the  United 
States,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  repay  such  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  paid  as  aforesaid."  (4  Stat.,  80.)  Certain  questions  arising 
under  this  act  were  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  that  officer,  on 
August  14,  1843  (4  Op.,  227),  rendered  his  opinion.  After  pointing  out 
that  cases,  ''  where  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  quantity  of  land  pur- 
chased," and  *'  where  an  entry  has  been  made  of  land  to  which  another 
had  a  preemption  title,"  fall  within  the  terms  of  said  act,  the  Attorney* 
General  proceeds :  *'  In  reference  to  cases  of  error  arising  out  of  miscal- 
culations of  the  amounts  to  be  paid,  I  have  had  more  difficulty.  Money 
thus  paid  is  never  properly  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
paid  and  received  by  mutual  mistake ;  and  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  receiving  officer,  I  can  perceive  no  good  reason  why,  upon 
the  discovery  of  the  error,  he  should  not  be  authorized  to  correct  it.    After 


318  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

it  has  found  its  way  int)  the  treasury,  however,  like  all  other  money  it 
should  be  withdrawn  in  strict  fulfilmeutof  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
which  the  administrative  power  of  the  executive  department  of  the  gov- 
ernment cannot  control/'  The  claim  of  Wilson  Shannon  for  repayment 
of  certain  money  under  the  same  act  was  also  refered  to  the  Department 
of  Justice.  Attorney  General  Nelson,  on  September  29, 1843  (4  Op.,  253), 
said :  The  act  *'  does  not  embrace  all  cases  of  sales  erroneously  made, 
but  only  such  as  are  erroneous  bj'  reason  of  the  defect  of  title  in  the 
United  States,  as  in  cases  referred  to  in  my  opinion  of  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust. Now,  the  case  of  Mr.  Shannon  is  not  one  in  which  the  title  to 
the  lands  entered  by  him  is  not  in  the  United  States,  or  in  which,  if  the 
proceedings  in  the  Laud  Office  had  been  conformable  to  instructions,  a 
valid  conveyance  might  not  have  been  made,  but  it  is  one  of  mere  irregu- 
larity, in  which  attempts  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  the  public  domain 
have  been  made  by  persons  having  no  authority*  to  sell.  It  is  not  a 
case  in  which  a  sale  made  by  the  United  States  cannot  be  effectuated  for 
the  reason  contemplated  by  the  act  of  1825,  but  one  in  which  the  United 
States  deny  the  fact  of  a  sale  made,  and  refuse  to  carry  into  effect  the 
attempted  contract,  because  those  who  in  their  name  proposed  had  no 
authority  to  make  it.  That  the  sale  has  been  erroneously  made  is 
true,  but  that  such  error  was  the  result  of  a  want  of  title  in  the  United 
States,  ^  from  any  cause  whatever,'  is  not  true ;  and  this  latter  is  the 
only  class  of  cases  covered  by  the  act  of  Congress. 

'^  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  purchase  money  in  this  case  can 
not  be  refunded  by  warrant  under  the  act  of  January  12, 1825;  nor  am 
I  aware  of  any  principle  npon  which,  under  any  supposed  general  au- 
thority of  the  department  to  refund,  the  money  once  being  in  the  treas- 
ury, the  repayment  can  be  made. 

''It  is  quite  certain,  assuming  the  contract  of  sale  to  have  been  one 

which  the  United  States  should  not  have  consummated 

that  the  purchase  money  now  asked  to  be  refunded  should  never  have  been 
received  into  the  public  treasury.  It  is  there  wholly  without  considera- 
tion, and  is  the  money  of  Mr.  Shannon,  to  which  the  United  States 
have  no  claim,  and  to  which  he  is  unquestionably  entitled.  But  who  is 
to  restore  it  to  him!  It  can  be  withdrawn  from  the  treasury  only  by 
virtue  of  some  law.  I  know  of  no  enactment  authorizing  repayments, 
except  that  of  1825,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  show  does  not  apply 

« 

to  this  case. 

"  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  Department  may  refund  simply  be- 
cause it  is  just  that  the  money  should  be  repaid,  or  that  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  by  mistake,  or  without  consideration.  The 
same  thing  might  have  been  predicated  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  1825,  and  if  in  those  cases  the  intervention  of  the  legislative 
l>ower  was  necessary,  it  seems  to  me  equally  so  in  this.  The  case  of 
Mr.  Shannon  is  unquestionably  a  hard  one,  and  may  evince  the  pro- 
priety of  some  general  legislative  provision,  by  which  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treasury  may  be  clothed  with  authority  to  grant  relief  iu  like  cases, 
but  it  can  afford  uo  warrant  for  the  disregard  by  the  Department  of  a 
most  wholesome  an<l  salutary  restraint  upon  the  due  aud  strict  observ- 
ance of  which  the  most  important  interests  depend." 

Following  the  principle  indicated  by  the  Attorney  General,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  this  Department  is  not  clothed  with  power  to  make  re- 
payments where  the  money  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  unless 
specially  anthorize<l  by  statute  so  to  do.  The  existing  legislation  on  this 
subject  is  as  follows:  Section  2362  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  for 
repayment  in  cases  where  a  tract  of  land  *'  has  been  erroneously  sold  by 
the  United  States,  so  that  from  any  cause  the  sale  cannot  be  confirmed  ;'^ 
the  act  of  May  16,  1880,  provides  that  repayment  may  be  made  of  fees 
and  commissions  and  excess  payments  upon  the  location  of  claims  un- 
der Section  2306,  R.  S. ;  where  said  claims  were,  after  such  locationr 
found  to  be  fraudulent  and  void,  and  the  entries  or  locations  made  there- 
on canceled,  or  where  entries  shall  be  canceled  for  conflict  '*  or  where 
from  any  cause  the  entry  has  been  erroneously  allowed,  and  cannot  be 
confirmed." 

It  is  clear  that  the  present  application  does  not  come  within  any  of 
these  provisions,  and  for  that  reason  must  be  refused. 


re  pa  yment—fra  ud  vlent  entr  f. 
Joseph  Walsh. 

Repayment  will  not  be  made  if  the  entry  was  obtained  through  fraud. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  December  27, 1886. 

On  May  25,  1881,  Joseph  Walsh  made  preemption  cash  entry  of  NE. 
i  of  Sec.  32,  T.  41  N.,  R.  16  W.,  Marquette,  Michigan.  On  August  16, 
1883,  your  office  held  said  entry  for  cancellation  for  fraud,  finding  from 
the  report  of  a  special  agent,  ^<  and  the  sworn  statement  of  parties  cogni- 
zant of  the  facts,"  that  claimant  had  made  said  entry  at  the  instance  and 
in  the  interest  of  E.  L.  Thompson  and  others  forming  the  ''Delta  Lum- 
ber Company;"  that  the  buildings  referred  to  in  the  proof  were  erected 
by  said  company  as  a  boarding  and  lodging  house  for  the  men  employed 
by  Walsh  for  the  company,  and  as  a  stable  for  the  horses ;  ''  that  Walsh 
never  did  for  himself  and  at  his  own  expense  any  act  of  settlement 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  home  on  the  land  in  question,  but  that 
the  same  has  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  lumber  company  in 
establishing  thereon  a  saw  mill,  docks,  etc.,  for  the  carrying  on  of  an 
extensive  lumber  business;"  that  soon  after  the  issue  of  cash  certifi- 
cate, Walsh  leased  the  land  to  said  company  for  the  term  of  fifty  years 
in  consideration  of  the  rents  already'  paid,  aud  that  he  had  quit  his  res- 
idence on  land  of  his  own  in  the  same  State  to  settle  on  this  claim. 
Walsh  was  notified  of  this  decision  and  allowed  sixty  days  within  which 
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to  show  cause  why  his  said  entry  should  be  re-instated.  Claimant  failed 
to  appear,  and  took  no  further  action  in  the  matter  until  August,  18S5, 
when  he  made  applicrition  for  repayment  of  the  purchase  money  paid 
on  said  entry.  Your  office,  by  letter  of  September  5,  1885,  rejected  the 
application. 

Claimant  urges  that  the  Commissioner  had  no  authority  to  cancel  said 
entry  on  the  report  of  a  special  agent,  and  farther  that  the  entry  was 
juade  in  entire  good  faith,  and  in  fact  was  not  fraudulent.  These  are 
matters  that  should  have  been  presented  by  appeal  from  said  decision. 
What  would  have  been  the  action  of  this  Department  if  they  had  been 
so  presented  it  is  not  necessary  to  indicate.  Claimant  failed  to  avail 
himself  of  his  proper  remedy,  and  gives  no  reason  for  such  failure.  To 
allow  him  to  attack  the  finding  of  the  Commissioner  in  this  proceeding 
would  be  to  violate  the  well  known  legal  principle  that  a  judgment  can- 
not be  assailed  collaterally. 

The  finding  that  said  entry  was  fraudulent  must  as  against  the  claim- 
ant be  taken  hs  true.  This  being  the  case,  the  Department  can  fur- 
nish no  relief  to  the  applicant.  Repayment  will  not  be  made  where  the 
entry  has  been  obtained  by  fraud.  C.  A.  Linstrom  (2  L.  D.,  685) ;  Jens 
Stohl  (Ibid.,  686). 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


private  claim^jumisdiction—act  of  july  1,  1864. 

Banoho  De  Napa. 

The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  limited  authority  appeariug,  the  regularity  of  subse- 
quent proceedings  will  be  presumed  in  the  absence  of  anything  to  the  contrary 
io  the  record. 

As  the  case  was  pending  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  July  1,  1864,  new  jurisdiction  was  thereby  conferred,  and  the  court  bad  full 
authority  to  revise  a  former  survey  and  order  a  new  one  if  deemed  requisite. 

The  approval  of  such  new  survey  however  by  the  court  was  without  jurisdiction,  for 
the  supervision  thereof  was  by  the  express  terms  of  said  act  vested  in  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Laud  Office. 

The  Rancho  Alisal  case,  in  so  far  as  it  recognized  such  approval  by  the  court,  is  over- 
ruled. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commhsiontr  Sparks j  December  28, 1886. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Otto  H.  Frank  from  the  decision  of 
your  office  of  May  5,  1885,  relating  to  the  resurvey  of  that  portion  of 
the  Rancho  de  Napa,  in  Napa  County,  California,  which  was  confirmed 
to  him. 

The  Bancho  de  Napa  was  granted  by  the  Mexican  government  to 
Don  Salvador  Yallejo,  who  at  different  times  sold  portions  thereof  and 
afterwards  on  December  20,  1851,  sold  and  conveyed  the  remainder  to 
one  Herman  Wohler,  who,  after  selling  other  portions  to  different  per- 
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sons,  on  March  20, 1852,  sold  and  conveyed  the  residue  by  deed  to  Otto 
H.Frank,  the  appellant  herein. 

The  grant  was  never  presented  to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners 
as  an  entirety,  for  confirmation,  but  quite  a  number  of  claims  for  por- 
tions thereof  were  separately  presented  to  the  board,  a  list  of  which 
may  be  found  in  Hoifman's  Reports,  appendix,  p.  118.  Some,  which 
were  not  presented  to  the  board  in  time,  were  afterwards  acted  upon  by 
the  U.  S.  district  court  of  California,  being  specially  thereto  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  Jane  20,  1884,  (23  Stat.,  49.) 

The  claim  of  Frank  was  presented  to  the  Board  February  23,  1853, 
and  confirmed  Angust  22,  1854.  Ou  appeal  by  the  Unit\)d  States,  after 
consideration  and  argument,  ou  February  23,  1857,  the  decree  of  the 
Board  was  affirmed  by  tbe  United  States  district  court.  From  this 
last  decision  a  further  appeal  was  taken,  but  dismissed  with  leave  to 
the  claimant  to  proceed  under  the  decree  of  said  court  ^'  as  under  final 
decree." 

By  direction  of  Surveyor  General  Mandeville,  dated  September  13, 
1858,  Deputy  Tnacy  made  survey  of  the  claim,  which  survey  was  ap- 
proved by  Mandeville  on  January  4,  1860.  In  February  and  March, 
1862,  said  survey  was  published  in  compliance  with  the  supposed  re- 
quirements of  the  act  of  June  14,  1800,  (12  Stat.,  33,)  and  ou  March  11, 
1862,  on  application  of  the  United  States  district  attorney,  the  same 
was  ordered  into  the  United  States  district  court  for  examination  anfl 
adjudication,  where,  after  consideration,  on  January  11, 1869,  it  was  or- 
dered that  said  survey  be  so  modified  as  toembrace  four  additional  tracts 
specified  in  the  order,  and  that  the  modified  survey  be  returned  into 
court  for  approval.  The  survey  under  this  order  was  made  by  Deputy 
Dewoody,  returned  into  court  February  10,  1871,  and  approved  by 
Judge  Hoffman  May  3,  1871. 

On  March  26,  1878,  Frank,  through  his  counsel,  made  application  to 
the  surveyor  general  of  California  for  a  publication  of  the  Tracy  survey 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1834  (13  Stat., 
332)  claiming  that  the  proceedings  before  the  United  States  district 
court  in  relation  to  said  survey  were  entirely  without  its  jurisdiction, 
and  consequently  null  and  void.  This  application  was  denied  by  the 
surveyor  general,  and  the  papers  transmitted  to  your  oftice,  where,  after 
consideration  and  argument,  on  April  21, 1879,  a  decision  was  rendered 
granting  the  application.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  this  decision,  by 
Woodward  and  others,  claiming  interests  under  the  survey  confirmed 
by  the  district  court,  and  on  September  20, 1879,  said  decision  was  af- 
firmed by  Acting  Secretary  Bell. 

By  said  decision  the  surveyor  general  was  directed  to  make  publica- 
tion of  the  Tracy  survey  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1864,  and  upon  expiration  of  the  time  prescribed,  and  the  ter  mination 
of  such  proceedings  as  may  thereupon  be  had,  under  said  act,  to  trans- 
mit a  full  record  of  the  same  to  your  ofiice. 
2278  DEO 21 
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Priorto  tbc  receipt  of  any  report  of  the  execution  of  said  decision,  on 
February  9, 1882,  R.  B.  Woodward  and  others  made  application  to  your 
oflB(5e  to  issue  patent  to  Frank  upon  the  survey  approved  by  the  district 
court,  it  being  insisted  that  the  case  was  siinihir  to  that  of  the  Hmcho 
Alisal,  which  was  decided  by  this  Department  January  4,  l8Si,  ([.  L.  D., 
198).  The  application  of  Woodward  was  transmitted  to  this  Depart- 
ment for  instructions,  and  on  July  25,  1882,  mv  predecessor.  Secretary 
Teller,  directed  that  tlie  case,  pending  before  the  surveyor  general,  pro- 
ceed in  the  usual  manner,  if  Frank  so  desired,  as  he  was  entitled  to  be 
heard  though  the  facts  in  his  case  might  be  similar  to  those  in  the  Alisal 
case,  and  the  application  for  the  issue  of  patent  at  that  time  was  de- 
nied. 

On  March  31,  1884,  the  proceedings  before  the  surve^-or  general  were 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  a  full  report  made  by  him,  from  which  it 
appears  that,  after  due  notice  had  been  given,  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  18(J4,  of  the  survey  of  Frank's  part  of  the  Napa  Rancho  by  Tracy, 
in  1858,  a  protest  was  filed  by  Frank  and  the  Woodwards  against  said 
surve}^,  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  embrace  all  of  the  land  confirmed 
to  Frank ;  other  parties  also  intervened  to  protect  their  rights.  Testi- 
mony was  also  taken  from  time  to  time ;  and  the  surveyor  general  found 
that  the  condition  and  facts  of  the  said  case,  as  to  the  surveys,  being 
similar  to  those  in  the  Alisal  case,  he  was  bound  by  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary's  decision  therein,  must  overrule  the  protests  against  and  ob- 
jections to  the  Tracy  survey,  and  hold  that;^the  action  of  the  ITnited 
States  district  court  in  approving  the  Dewoody  survey  was  final. 

The  surveyor's  decision  was  affirmed  by  your  office  on  May  5,  1885, 
and  on  appeal  from  said  affirmance  the  case  is  now  before  me. 

This  decision  of  your  office  was  based  entirely  upon  the  opinion  of 
Secretary  Kirkwood  in  the  Alisal  case  {supra)^  which  indeed  could  not 
have  been  disregarded.  For  in  that  opinion  my  predecessor  not  only 
adopted  a  construction  of  the  statute  by  which  he  decided  that  the 
action  of  the  district  court  was  final  and  conclusive  in  the  case  of  the 
Alisal  grant,  but  he  went  further,  and  in  terms  applied  that  raliog  to 
the  case  of  the  Bancho  de  Napa. 

Inasmuch  as  this  last  case  was  not  then  before  the  Secretary,  his  rul- 
ing in  relation  thereto  can  in  no  sense  be  treated  as  res  judicata  by  this 
Department,  but  the  claimants  of  Napa  Bancho  are  entitled  to  be  heard 
as  fully  as  though  no  allusion  had  been  made  in  said  decision  to  their 
claim. 

The  facts  in  the  Alisal  case,  so  far  as  disclosed  by  the  opinion,  are 
nearly  similar  to  those  in  the  present.  In  both  the  surveys  were  made 
and  approved  by  the  surveyor  general  prior  to  the  act  of  1860,  were  ad- 
vertised after  its  passage  in  compliance  with  its  supposed  requirements, 
afterward  ordered  into  the  district  court  and  approved  subsequently  to 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1864  {%upra).  On /his  state  of  facts 
my  predecessor  held,  in  substance,  on  the  authority  of  the  case  of  the 
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United  States  v.  Halleck  (I  Wall.,  453),  that,  iuasmucb  as  proceedings 
to  reform  the  surv^ey  in  the  Alisal  case  were  *^ pending"  in  the  United 
States  district  court,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  said  act  of  1864,  no  question  relating  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  tribunal  to  act  in  the  premises  could  be  raised  after  its  passage; 
and  no  appeal  having  been  taken  from  the  action  of  the  court  in  approv- 
ing the  survey,  the  same  becatne  final,  and  patent  was  directed  to  issue 
in  conformity  therewith. 

1  have  carefully  considered  said  opinion;  and  while  concurring  in 
some  of  the  views  of  my  predecessor  therein,  1  am  compelled  to  dissent 
from  the  conclusion  arrived  at  bj'  him. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1851  (9  Stat.,  031),  «'  to  ascertain  and  settle 
private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  California,"  parties  having  such 
claims  were  to  present  them  to  the  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  for 
confirmation,  with  the  right  of  ap))eal  from  that  tribunal  to  the  United 
States  district  court,  and  thence  to  the  supreme  court,  by  either  the 
government  or  claimants,  if  aggrieved. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Charles  Fossatt  (21  How.,  445,)  the 
supreme  court,  in  construing  the  above  act,  held  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Board  and  of  the  United  States  courts,  on  appeal,  extended  not 
only  to  questions  relating  to  the  validity  ot  the  grant,  but  to  questions 
involving  its  location  and  boundaries ;  and  that  for  the  settlement  of 
these  latter  questions  the  power  of  the  courts  did  not  terminate  until 
the  issue  of  patent,  conformably  to  the  decree. 

In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  Sepulveda  (1  Wall.,  104),  after 
confirmation  was  made  by  the  Board,  the  appeal  taken  therefrom  to  the 
district  court  was  dismissed  by  order  of  the  Attorney  General,  without 
any  action  by  the  court  other  than  entering  such  order  of  dismissal, 
with  leave  to  the  claimants  '^  to  proceed  upon  the  decree  of  the  com- 
missioners as  upon  a  final  decree."  Afterward  survey  was  made  and 
approved  by  the  surveyor  general  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1860.  Bat  upon  the  passage  of  said  act,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  the  survey  was  ordered  into  the  district  court  for  revision ; 
where,  after  consideration,  a  new  survey  was  directed  to  be  made.  From 
this  action  an  appeal  was  taken,  and  the  supreme  court  held:  (1)  There 
was  DO  authority  to  order  the  survey  into  court,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  I860,  it  applying  to  surveys  subsequently  made,  or  those  pre- 
viously made  which,  at  the  passage  of  the  act,  were  pending  in  court 
for  contest  or  reformation;  (2)  and  further,  the  court  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  correct  the  survey,  under  the  Fossatt  case  {supra)^  and  make  it 
conform  to  the  decree,  for  "whatever  jurisiliction  the  court  may  have 
possessed  to  enforce  the  execution  by  the  surveyor  general  of  its  own 
decrees  it  possessed  no  control  over  the  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the 
Board."  The  action  of  the  district  court  was  therefore  reversed,  and  the 
parties  remitted  to  the  land  officers  for  relief,  if  entitled  to  any. 


324  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Now,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  jurisdictioa  of  the  Uaited  States 
district  coart  never  attached  in  the  Sepulveda  case,  it  being  held  that 
the  mere  takings  and  dismissing  the  appeal  without  action  thereunder 
conferred  none;  that  the  decree  sought  to  be  enforced  was  the  decree 
of  the  Board,  over  which  the  court  had  no  control  whatever.  But  in 
the  Napa  grant  there  was  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  Board  to 
the  United  States  district  court,  where  a  hearing  was  had  and  action 
takeu,  as  shown  by  certified  copy  of  the  decree  of  the  court  filed  in  this 
cause,  as  follows : 

District  Court  of  the  United  States,  Northern  District  of  California, 

Stated  Term,  February  23, 1857. 

The  United  States  t?.  Otto  H.  Feank. 

This  cause  cominsr  on  to  be  heard  upon  the  transcript  of  the  record 
therein  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  tiie  ascertainment  and 
settlement  of  land  titles  in  California,  and  upon  the  pleadings  and  evi- 
dence on  tile  in  this  court,  and  it  appearing  to  the  court  that  said  record 
was  duly  tiled,  argument  of  counsel  on  the  part  of  claimant  and  of  the 
United  States  having  been  heard,  it  is  now  finally  adjudged  and  de- 
creed that  the  decree  of  said  Board  confirming  the  claim  of  claimant 
Otto  H.  Frank  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  affirmed;  and  it  is  adjudged 
and  decreed  that  the  claim  of  said  Otto  H.  Frank  is  a  good  and  valid 
claim,  and  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed. 

Then  follows  a  description  of  the  land  confirmed,  Which  is  the  same 
as  that  nsed  in  the  decree  of  the  Board. 

Afterward,  on  June  12,  1858,  when  the  appeal  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  United  States  district  attorney  to  the  supreme  court  was  dis- 
missed, the  following  was  entered  : 

"The  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  having  given  notice  that 
appeal  will  not  be  prosecuted  in  this  case,  and  a  stipulation  to  that 
effect  having  been  entered  into  by  the  United  States  attorney :  on  mo- 
tion of  the  dist:  ict  attorney  it  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that 
claimant  have  leave  to  proceed  under  the  decree  of  tkis  court  heretofore 
rendered  in  his  favor  as  under  final  decree." 

It  is  thus  made  plain  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  had 
attached  to  the  Na[>a  grant;  that  the  final  decree^  under  which  alone 
survey  could  be  made,  and  was  made  by  Tracy,  was  the  decree  of  the 
United  States  district  court,  not  the  decree  of  the  Board  ;  and  there- 
fore, in  the  language  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  Fossatt  case  (p.  450), 
'•the  power  of  the  district  court,  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  does  not 
terminate  until  the  issue  of  patent,  conformably  to  the  decree." 

There  is  nothing  to  be  found  in  the  act  of  I860  inconsistent  with  the 
jurisdiction  above  asserted.  That  act  applied  to  surveys  of  private 
land  claims  thereafter  made,  or  to  those  theretofore  made  which  at  the 
time  of  its  passage  were  pending  in  court  on  contest.  All  surveys 
thereafter  made  were  to  be  published,  and  could  be  ordered  into  court 
for  revision,  on  the  application  of  any  party  deemed -by  the  court  to 
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have  a  proper  interest  in  the  matter.  That  tribunal,  after  full  examina- 
tion and  hearing,  was  authorized  to  set  aside,  annul,  amend,  or  affirm 
the  survey;  and  when  the  survey,  whether  original  or  amended,  was 
approved  by  the  court,  plat  thereof  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  was  to  issue  patent  thereon. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  relating  to  the  ordering  of  the  Tracy 
survey  into  court  to  show  that  such  action  was  taken  under  the  act  of 
1860,  further  than  the  statement  of  the  district  attorney  in  his  applica- 
tion that  the  survey  had  been  published  under  the  provisions  of  that 
act.  With  this  exception  that  act  is  not  mentioned  in  the  proceedings, 
and  consequently  there  is  no  record  evidence  to  show,  as  is  asserted, 
that  said  survey  was  ordered  into  court  under  the  supposition  that  the 
act  of  1860  authorized  such  action,  rather  than  that  it  was  brought  into 
court  to  be  reformed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1851,  as  construed 
in  the  Fossatl  case  above  qnoted. 

But  it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  the  district  attorney,  or  the  court, 
took  action  in  accordance  with  an  authority  supposed  to  be,  but  which 
was  not,  conferred  by  the  act  of  1860,  if  in  point  of  fact  the  court  did 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  survey,  and  its  action  was  in  accordance  with 
its  powers.  Of  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of  the  court  to  review  and 
reform  the  survey,  I  think  it  has  been  shown  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
under  the  ruling  in  the  Fossatt  case. 

After  the  survey  of  Frank's  part  of  Napa  had  been  returned  into  court 
and  was  pending  there,  Congress  passed  the  act  of  July  1,  1864  (13 
Stat.,  332),  by  which  the  act  of  1860  was  totally  repealed  and  the  juris- 
diction of  the  authorities  of  the  land  office  was  re  established  in  relation 
to  the  surveys  of  private  land  claims  in  California,  except  as  to  causes 
pending  undisposed  of  in  the  United  States  courts.  With  regard  to 
the  liitter  chiss  in  the  second  section  was  a  proviso — 

"That  where  proceedings  for  the  correction  or  confirmation  of  a  sur- 
vey are  pending,  on  the  pa**sage  of  this  act,  in  one  of  said  district  courts, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  district  court  to  proceed  and  complete  its  ex- 
amination and  determination  of  the  matter,  and  its  decree  thereon  shall 
be  subject  to  appeal  to  the  circuit  court,"  etc. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  act  the  survey  of  Frank's  part  of 
Napa,  which  had  been  returned  into  court  more  than  two  years  before 
on  an  application  to  reform  it,  was  yet  upon  the  docket  undisposed  of. 
Consequently  in  the  language  of  the  law  "  proceedings  for  the  correc- 
tion" of  the  same  were  then  "pending,"  and  the  provisions  of  the  new 
act  became  at  once  applicable  thereto;  and  the  new  jurisdiction  thereby 
conferred  upon  the  court  attached,  even  though  it  had  no  jurisdiction 
before  that  time. 

There  is  no  force  in  the  contention  that  "pending"  here  means 
** properly"  pending.  Such  construction  would  be  to  import  a  word 
into  a  statute,  plain  and  unambiguous  on  its  face,  in  order  to  change 
its  meaning.    Had  Congress  enacted  that  all  cases  involving  private 
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laud  claims  ^^  pending"  in  the  district  court  should  be  dismissed  or 
transferred  to  the  circuit  court,  would  it  be  contended  that  before  such 
dismissal  or  transfer  the  district  court  should  investigate  and  determine 
what  cases  were  "  properly"  pending  therein,  dismiss  or  transfer  only 
such,  while  cases  held  to  he  improperly  pending  would,  despite  the  act 
of  Congress,  remain  on  the  docket?  Secretary  Kirkwood  maintains 
this  view  with  great  force  in  the  Alisal  case,  referring  to  the  ruling  of 
the  supreme  court  In  the  case  of  United  States  v.  Halleck,  (supra). 

In  the  latter  case,  after  confirmation  by  the  Board,  appeal  was  taken 
to  the  district  court  and  dismissed,  with  leave  to  proceed  under  the 
decree  of  the  Board  as  under  final  decree.  Survey  was  made  and  ap- 
proved in  1857  by  the  surveyor  general  and  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  but  disapproved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
and  a  new  survey  ordered.  In  November,  1859,  the  district  court,  con- 
struing the  Fossatt  case,  (supra,)  decided  shortly  before,  to  confer  such 
power,  on  application,  ordered  the  new  survey  to  be  returned  into  court 
for  revision.  In  1S61  the  court  set  aside  said  survey  and  ordered  an- 
other, but,  on  rehearing,  approved  the  original  survey.  From  this 
action  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  supreme  court. 

This  state  of  facts  shows  a  case,  where  the  final  decree  was  that  of  the 
Board,  and  not  of  the  court,  and  therefore  the  latter  tribunal  had  no 
jurisdiction  so  to  act  when  the  survey  was  ordered  into  court,  as  was 
held  in  the  Sepulveda  case.  But  the  supreme  court,  in  affirming  the 
action  of  the  district  court  in  the  Halleck  case,  say,  that  inasmuch  as 
the  new  survey  had  been  returned  into  court — 

"And  proceedings  upon  the  exceptions  were  pending  on  the  passage 
of  the  act  of  June  14,  LS60,  whatever  question  might  be  raised  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  to  supervise  the  survey  previous  to  that 
act,  there  can  be  none  since  its  passage.  That  act  api)Iies  not  merely 
to  surveys  subsequently  made,  but  also  to  such  surveys  Jis  had  been 
previously  made  and  approved  by  the  surveyor  general,  and  returned 
into  the  district  court  upon  objections  to  their  correctness.'' 

Surely  there  ought  to  be  no  further  question  as  to  the  right  of  the 
district  court  to  order  a  new  survey  in  the  Napa  grant,  as  it  did  by  its 
decree  of  January  11,  1869,  the  language  in  the  act  of  18G0  and  that  in 
the  act  of  1864  being  the  same,  and  both  acts  being  in  pari  materia. 

To  this  extent  I  concur  in  the  views  of  Secretary  Kirkwood  iu  the 
Alisal  case,  but  dissent  from  his  conclusiou  that  the  approv^al  of  the 
ordered  survey  by  the  court  was  conclusive  on  the  Laud  Department, 
and  patent  should  be  issued  in  accordance  with  said  approved  survey. 
Under  the  act  of  1851,  as  construed  by  the  Fossatt  case,  and  under  the 
act  of  1800,  as  construed  by  the  Halleck  case,  where  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States  district  court  had  attached,  and  there  was  power  to 
reform  the  survey  of  a  private  land  claim,  the  control  of  that  tribunal 
over  the  cause  continued,  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  language  of  the 
Fossatt  case,  "  Until  the  issue  of  a  patent  conformably  to  the  decree ;  '^ 
and  in  the  other  instance,  in  the  language  of  the  act  itself,  the  decree 
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of  the  court  approving  a  survey  had  "  the  same  effect  and  validity  iu 
law  as  if  a  patent  for  the  land,  so  surveyed,  had  been  issued  by  the 
United  States." 

But  the  act  o\'  18C4  changed  this ;  and  took  away  all  jurisdiction  over 
surveys  of  private  claims  from  the  courts,  as  was  said  before.  And 
whilst  authorizing  the  court,  in  pending  cases, '*  to  proceed  and  com- 
plete its  examination  and  determination  of  the  matter"  of  the  confirma- 
tion or  correction  of  surveys,  by  the  third  section  expressly  provided 
that,  when  in  such  case  a  new  survey  is  ordered,  either  by  the  district 
court,  or  the  circuit  court,  on  appeal  therefrom,  '*  the  subsequent  survey 
of  the  surveyor  general  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  not  of  the  district  or  xjircuit 
court  of  the  United  States." 

In  the  face  of  this  plain  and  mandatory  language  of  the  statute,  with- 
drawing and  emphatically  prohibiting  the  exercise  of  such  jurisdiction, 
my  predecessor.  Secretary  Kirkwood,  held  in  the  Alisal  case  that  the 
court  had  power  to  and  did  properly  approve  the  new  survey.  I  can 
but  think  that  when  said  decision  was  written  this  provision  of  the  third 
section  was  overlooked,  or  not  duly  considered. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  must  decide  that  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  had  authority  to  order  into  court  the  survey  of  Frank's  part 
of  the  Kancho  N/ipa,  independent  of  the  act  of  1800;  that  said  cause 
being  therein  **  pending"  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1864, 
the  new  jurisdiction  thereby  conferred  at  once  attached  ;  and  the  court 
had  full  power  to  revise  the  Tracy  survey  and  order  a  new  one,  as  it  did. 
But,  when  this  was  done,  the  i>ower  of  the  court  was  exhausted  and  its 
further  action  in  approving  the  Dewoody  survey  was  simply  without  its 
jurisdiction,  and  in  violation  of  the  clear  mandate  of  the  law.  Like  any 
other  act — coram  non  judice — done  without  authority,  it  has  no  binding 
efficacy  whatever,  and  the  claimant  or  the  officers  of  this  Department 
are  no  more  bound  by  it  than  they  would  have  been  if  the  court  had 
ordered  the  land  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt.     Cooper  t\  Reynolds  (10  Wall.,  315). 

It  is  insisted  in  behalf  of  Prank  that  whfitever  might  be  the  binding 
efficacy  of  the  action  of  the  district  court  otherwise,  it  should  not  affect 
him  or  his  rights,  because  he  was  no  party  to  the  proceedings  therein, 
haviifg  had  no  notice  of  the  same. 

According  to  the  views  heretofDre  expressed,  the  district  court  never 
lost  the  jurisdiction  of  this  cause,  which  it  acquired  on  appeal,  when  it 
undoubtedly  had  jurisdiction  both  of  the  person  and  the  subject  matter. 
The  subsequent  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  survey  were  but  a  con- 
tinuation of  said  case,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  survey  conform  to 
the  decree,  as  the  court  had  a  clear  right  to  do,  under  the  Fossatt  de- 
cision. The  act  of  Congress  is  silent  as  to  what  notice,  if  any,  is  required 
to  be  given  when  a  survey  is  ordered  into  court,  and  there  is  nothing 
iu  the  record  to  throw  any  lighten  this  point.    Considering  the  nature 
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of  tbe  case,  this  objection  of  Frank  is  not  to  the  jarisdiction  of  the 
court,  but  to  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings;  for  these  matters  affect- 
iug  the  surveys  of  private  land  claims  are  in  the  nature  of  proceedings 
in  rem,  as  was  held  in  Heiishaw  v.  Bissell,  18  Wall.,  268.  If  only  al- 
leged irregularity,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  being  complete,  every 
presumption  is  against  it,  the  general  rule  being  that  in  courts  of  record 
all  things  are  presumed  to  have  been  rightly  done.  See  Miller  v. 
United  States  (II  Wall.,  299).  On  this  question  the  supreme  court,  in 
that  case,  says : 

'*In  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction there  is  a  pre- 
sumption against  jurisdiction,  but  when  that  appears  they  are  entitled 
to  the.same  presumptions  in  favor  of  their  action  as  other  courts  are. 
The  district  and  circuit  courts  are  of  limited  jurisdiction,  but  they  are 
not  inferior  courts,  and  they  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  presump- 
tions in  their  favor.  Those  presumptions  are  that  the  court,  having 
jurisdiction,  and  haviog  entered  a  judgment,  did  everything  that  was 
necessary  to  warrant  its  entry  of  the  judgment.  Undoubtedly  the  con- 
trary may  be  shown  in  a  court  of  error,  but  the  burden  of  showing  it  is 
upon  him  who  alleges  error,  the  legal  intendment  is  against  him.'' 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pile  up  authorities  to  sustain  a  position  so  well 
settled. 

Therefore  if  Frank  wants  to  show  that  he  no  had  notice  of  and  wa«  no 
party  to  the  proceedings  in  the  district  court,  whether  its  jurisdiction 
attached  before  or  only  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1804,  he  must 
make  the  fact  properly  apparent  in  some  other  way  than  the  one 
adopted,  namely:  tbe  filing  of  an  affidavit  that  he  had  no  such  notice. 
Thompson  i\  Tomline  (2  Peters,  105);  Voorhees  r.  Bank  of  United 
States  (10  Peters,  173). 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  a  transcript  of  tiie  whole  record  of 
the  i>roceedings  in  court,  in  relation  to  the  survey,  is  not  filed,  but  only 
detatched  portions,  containing  the  application  of  the  district  attorney 
to  have  the  survey  ordered  into  court  for  correction;  the  order  of  the 
court  thereon  ;  serviceon  surveyor-general;  the  order  oFthe  court  diiect- 
ing  amendment  of  survey,  and  its  order  approving  the  amended  survey. 
In  none  of  these  papers  is  there  anything  to  show  that  Frank  was 
not  notified  or  was  not  present.  Indeed,  in  the  decree  ordering  a  new 
survey  there  is  language  from  which  it  would  be  plainly  inferable  that 
Frank  was  in  court  and  heard  through  counsel.  The  decree  says: 
"This  cause  coming  on  this  day  to  be  heard  was  argued  by  counsel  and 
thereupon,  and  in  consideration  thereof,  the  attorneys  for  the  inter- 
venors  and  the  district  attorney  being  present,  and  no  one  objecting,  it 
is  ordered,"  etc. 

The  inference  here  would  seem  to  be  that  on  argument  of  counsel, 
other  than  those  for  the  United  States  and  the  interveners,  who  l)eing 
present  and  not  objecting,  the  amendment  was  ordered.  Inasmuch  as 
there  could  be  only  Frank,  the  claimant,  tlie  United  States  and  inter- 
veners interested  in  such  proceeding,  the  supposition  would  naturally 
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be  that  the  "counsel"  spoken  of  was  Frank's.  If  these  inferences  be 
not  correct,  there  is  clearly  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  pro- 
ceedings were  not  regular,  and  therefore  they  must  be  presumed  to  have 
been  regular. 

I  therefore  dismiss  this  objection,  with  the  remark  that  it  is  singular 
that  Frank  should  have  slept  upon  his  rights  under  the  approved  Tracy 
survey — alleged  by  him  to  be  wrong — from  January,  I860,  until  March, 
1878,  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  without  knowing  or  endeavoring  to  find 
oat  the  condition  of  his  claim,  and  this  too,  notwithstanding  public 
notice  of  the  approval  of  said  survey  was  given  by  the  surveyor  general 
in  1862. 

In  accordance  with  these  views,  the  judgment  of  your  office  is  modi- 
fied, and  a  survey  of  Frank's  claim,  made  in  accordance  with  the  decree 
of  the  district  court,  will  be  approved  and  patent  issued  thereon.  If, 
on  examination,  the  Dewoody  survey  is  found  to  conform  to  said  decree, 
I  see  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  approved;  otherwise  another  should 
be  made.  So  far  as  the  Alisal  case  and  others  conflict  with  the  views 
herein  expressed  they  are  overruled. 

It  is  stated  in  behalf  of  Prank  that  there  are  grantees  from  VHllejo 
and  Wohler,  prior  to  the  deed  from  the  latter  to  Frank  for  the  residue 
of  the  Napa  liancho,  whose  claims,  owing  to  various  causes,  have  not 
yet  been  located,  and  that  it  would  be  a  hardship  upon  him  to  proceed 
with  a  survey  of  his  claim  under  such  circumstances,  and  therefore  he 
asks  for  delav  until  such  prior  claims  are  properly  located.  I  do  not 
well  see,  as  at  present  advised,  how  this  request  can  be  complied  with. 
It  would  seem  that  the  district  court  having  jurisdiction  to  deterniiue 
the  matter,  and  having  ordered  a  survey  of  Frank's  claims  according 
to  certain  metes  and  bounds,  courses  and  distances,  prescribed  in  its 
decree,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Land  Department  to  make  survey 
and  issue  patent  tiiereon,  leaving  Frank  and  other  parties  to  settle  their 
conflicting  claims,  if  any,  in  the  ])roper  courts. 


timber  culture  costest^ei^idesce. 
Nelson  v.  Phelps. 

Und«»r  a  charge  of  faihifc^  to  comply  with  the  law  the  third  year  of  the  entry,  evidence 
is  uot  udmi8»ihle  as  to  improper  preparation  of  the  moII  during  the  preceding 
vcars. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  December  28,  1886. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Swan  Nelson  v.  William  T.  Phelps,  in- 
volving timberculture  entry  made  by  the  latter,  September  11, 1880,  for 
the  N.  E.  i  of  Sec.  19,  T.  121,  R.  64,  Aberdeen  land  district,  Dakota, 
on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  office  decision  of  March  3,  1885,  hold- 
ing said  entry  for  cancellation. 
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Contest  was  initiated  December  3,  1883,  the  affidavit  cliarging — 

That  claimant  Phelps  wholly  failed  to  plant,  sow,  or  cultivate  five 
acres  of  timber  trees,  seeds,  or  cuttings,  during  the  third  year  of  entry, 
to  wit,  between  September  11, 1882,  and  September  11, 1883,  and  wholly 
failed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done  up  to  the  present  time;  and  wholly 
failed  during  the  third  year  after  the  date  of  entry  to  cultivate  the  Ave 
acres  broken  the  second  year  after  said  entry. 

Hearing  was  had  March  6, 1884.  At  the  very  outset  inquiry  was  made 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  first  year's  breaking  was  done,  and 
whether  the  land  broken  the  first  year  was  properly  backset  and  cul- 
tivated the  second  year.  To  this  claimant  at  once  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  contestant's  allegations  in  no  way  referred  to  the  first  or 
second  year's  operations,  and  that  he  had  not  brought  with  him  the  per- 
sons who  had  done  the  breaking  the  first  year,  or  the  cultivating  the 
second  year,  and  who  would  have,  been  witnesses  in  his  behalf  had  he 
been  notified  that  his  operations  during  those  yeais  were  to  be  brought 
into  question.  The  local  officers  sustained  the  objection,  but  the  exam- 
ination relative  to  those  two  years  (as  well  as  the  third)  proceeded. 

With  regard  to  the  first  five  acres  broken :  The  testimony  tends  to 
show  that  the  tract  was  injudiciously  selected,  through  lack  of  experi- 
ence and  foresight  on  the  part  either  of  the  eutryraan  or  the  person 
who  did  the  plowing  for  him;  it  was  such  low  ground  that  in  the  spring 
it  was  too  wet,  from  receiving  the  drainage  of  the  adjacent  water-sheds, 
and  later  in  the  season  it  was  too  dry— positively  "baked,"  as  one  witness 
words  it — so  that  the  roots  of  young  trees  planted  therein  would  be  left 
for  weeks,  if  not  months,  without  a  particle  of  moisture. 

The  testimony  adduced  (under  objection,  as  aforesaid,)  tends  to  show 
thatthebreakingof  this  first  five  acres  was  poorly  done — strips  of  various 
widths  being  left  unturned  or  uncovered.  Of  course,  on  attempting, 
the  second  year,  to  cultivate  this  breaking,  no  sod  could  be  "backset'' 
where  no  sod  had  been  turned  the  first  year;  and  the  testimony  is  very 
contradictory  as  to  whether  indeed  this  first  year's  breaking  was  "back- 
set" or  cultivated  in  any  manner  the  second  year. 

The  i)lanting  of  the  first  five  acres  the  third  year  was  entrusted,  un- 
der contract,  to  a  company  (R.  W.  Day  &  Co.),  who  had  seven  or  eight 
years'  experience  in  planting  throughout  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Kansas. 
They  were  to  receive  a  stated  compensation  for  securing  ten  acres  of 
growing  trees  on  the  tract;  and  in  case  of  failure  they  were,  without  ex- 
tra charge  to  continue  replanting  until  that  result  was  attained.  It  was 
for  their  own  interests  to  do  the  work  faithfully  and  well,  and  the  testi- 
mony shows  that  they  did  so  ;  that  is,  they  planted  more  than  the  requi- 
site number  of  trees,  and  took  pains  to  plant  them  as  well  as  was  possible 
in  land  a  portion  of  which  had  not  been  properly  broken  two  years  be- 
fore, and  hence  not  properly'  backset  a  year  before.  The  trees  were  culti- 
vated, a  short  time  after  planting.  One  witness  states  that  ninety  per 
cent  of  them  leaved  out  and  began  to  grow.    Afterward  there  came  on 
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asevere  and  long-continued  drought,  anda  large  proportion  of  them  died* 
It  is  in  evidence  that  the  attempt  to  raise  trees  in  this  region  that  sea- 
son was  an  almost  universal  failure. 

The  second  five  acres  broken  was  also  upon  too  low  ground,  and 
upon  advice  of  one  of  the  witnesses — the  manager  of  the  gang  that  was 
doing  the  planting — other  five  acres  were  brok«  n  elsewhere.  This  wit- 
ness savs: 

The  ground  was  too  wet  in  a  wet  season  and  too  dry  in  a  dry  season 
for  any  success  in  tree-growing;  at  the  time  the  trees  were  planted,  the 
second  five  acres  was  so  dry  that  you  couldn't  backset  it  with  two 

teams ^Ve  therefore  broke  another,  a  second  five  acres. 

•  .  .  .  We  had  extra  pay  for  that;  we  had  orders  to  do  so  from  the 
owner  of  the  claim,  Mr,  Phelps,  after  stating  the  facis  of  the  case  to 
bim,  which  he  evidently  didn't  know  at  the  time. 

Thereupon  the  claimant  forwarded  to  your  office  an  a])plication  for 
a  year's  extension  of  time,  in  order  that  this  last-ploughed  tract  might 
be  brought  under  cultivation  and  planted. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  an  unwise  selection  of  ground,  an  inade- 
quate pre]mration  of  the  ground  during  the  first  and  second  years,  and 
the  long  drought,  are  three  factors  which  contributed  (to  how  great  an 
extent  respectively  can  not  be  decided)  to  the  death  of  the  trees  on  this 
claim.  In  short,  the  facts  shown  at  the  hearing  are  summed  u^  with 
substantial  correctness  in  the  letter  of  the  register  and  receiver  to  your 
office,  as  follows : 

It  is  clearly  established  that  the  requisite  number  of  trees  were 
planted  within  the  proper  time,  and  that  their  failure  to  grow  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  land  was  not  properly  prepared  or  cultivated  to 
make  it  fit  for  tree-culture.  To  this  detect  the  severe  drought  contrib- 
nt4*d.  For  the  latter  the  claimant  is  not  res))onsible — with  the  first  he 
is  not  chargi^l.  We  find  as  facts  that  said  claiman^t  did  not  fail  to  plant 
or  cultivate  five  acres  of  timber,  trees,  seeds,  or  cuttings,  on  said  tract 
during  the  third  year  after  entry. 

For  the  reasons  above  given,  the  local  officers  dismissed  the  contest* 
Your  office,  however,  reversed  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  on  the 
ground  that — 

The  allegation  contained  in  the  affidavit  of  contest  of  necessity  re- 
lates back  to  the  proper  preparation  of  the  land  for  tree-culture  during 
the  first  and  second  years,  as  the  planting  can  not  be  properly  or  le- 
gally done  unless  the  law  has  been  complied  with  during  those  two 
years. 

1  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  local  officers  were  correct  in  hold- 
ing that  the  claimant  could  not  be  called  upon  to  defend  himself  against 
an  accusation  that  had  not  been  alleged,  and  which  it  could  not  be  pre- 
sumed he  would  come  to  trial  prepared  to  meet.  The  government,  how- 
ever, being  a  party  in  interest,  might  very  properly  take  notice  of  any 
failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  which  might  be  dis- 
closed in  the  course  of  the  proceedings ;  but  in  such  case  a  new  hearing 
would  be  necessary,  with  notice  to  claimant  of  charges  bearing  upon 
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the  first  and  second  year's  operations.  If  this  coarse  were  to  be  pur- 
sued, however,  it  is  safe  to  presume  that  the  same  evidence  with  refer- 
ence to  the  poor  plowing  of  the  first  five  acres  would  be  offered  that  has 
already  been  introduced ;  the  only  additional  evidence  likely  to  be  of- 
fered would  be  by  the  claimant  in  his  own  defense.  In  my  opinion 
such  a  hearing  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  arrive  at  substantial  justice 
in  this  case,  without  any  violation  of  the  ordinary  rules  of  legal  practice. 
Taking  the  testimony  against  the  defendant  as  it  stands,  it  indicates 
poor  judgment  on  his  part,  coming  into  the  Territory  a  stranger,  in  the 
selection  of  ground  for  the  growth  of  timber,  and  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  person  hired  by  him  to  do  the  first  year's  breaking  to  perform 
that  work  properly.  Even  holding  him  responsible  for  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  work  done  by  his  employ^,  we  find  him  thereafter  using 
every  effort  to  remedy  the  evils  resulting  therefrom ;  so  that  not  only  is 
no  bad  faith  manifest,  but  good  faith  and  an  earnest  attempt  to  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  the  law  is  affirmatively  shown.  I  therefore  reverse 
your  office  decision  of  March  3,  1885,  holding  said  entry  for  cancella- 
tion. 

railroad  grant— inde^fnitt  withdrawal, 
Graham  v.  Southern  Pac.  K.  R.  Co. 

The  appropriation  of  land  for  a  public  purpose  that  had  been,  prior  thereto,  with- 
drawn as  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  a  railroad  graut,  and  its  Babnequont  res- 
toration to  the  public  domain,  works  a  revocation  of  the  withdrawal  and  leaTes 
the  laud  open  to  the  first  legal  applicant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  Decanber  31,  1886. 

Sir:  I  have  conHidered  the  case  of  Joseph  R.  Graham  v.  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as  presented  by  the  a|>peal  of  the  comjiany 
from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  April  28,  1885,  rejecting  its  claim 
for  the  W.  i  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  E.  J  of  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  23,  T.  21  S., 
B.  29  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Visalia  land  district,  California. 

The  record  shows  that  said  tracts  are  within  the  indemnity  limits  of 
the  grant  to  said  company  by  act  of  Congress  approved  July  27,  1866 
(14  Stat.,  292).  The  withdrawal  of  the  odd  numbered  sections  within 
said  limits  was  ordered  by  your  office  letter,  dated  March  22,  1867,  and 
was  received  at  the  local  land  office  May  2l8t  same  year. 

It  appears  that  on  January  4, 1875,  the  land  in  controversy  was  (with 
other  tracts)  withdrawn  by  the  United  States  surveyor  general,  for  the 
Tule  River  Indian  Reservation,  and  remained  a  part  of  said  reservation 
until  August  3,  1878,  when  it  was  restored  to  the  public  domain  by 
executive  order,  due  notice  of  which  was  given  to  the  local  land  officers 
on  August  15,  1878. 

It  does  not  appear  when  the  first  township  plat  of  survey  was  filed  in 
the  local  land  office,  but  an  amended  plat  of  survey  under  said  execu« 
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tive  order  was  filed  in  the  local  laud  office  on  September  4, 1878.  Gra- 
ham made  homestead  entry  of  the  land  in  question  on  November  29^ 
1878,  and  on  December  3,  1883,  made  final  proof.  The  local  officers 
fonnd  the  proof  sufficient,  and  recommended  that  it  be  accepted.  Your 
office,  on  appeal  by  the  company,  sustained  the  recommendation  of  the 
local  land  officers. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  company  that  said  tracts  have  been  continuously 
withdrawn  since  May  2:,  1867,  and  Graham  could  acquire  no  rights 
while  the  withdrawal  remained  in  force,  and  also  that  the  company  will 
need  all  of  the  lands  in  the  odd  numbered  sections  within  the  indemnity 
limits  to  satisfy  the  losses  within  the  granted  limits.  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  lands  in  question  are  in  the  indemnity  limits  and 
the  company  can  acquire  no  right  to  the  same,  unless  by  selection.  The 
company  has  not  selected  the  tracts  in  controversy. 

The  eflFect  of  the  withdrawal  for  said  Indian  reservation  and  the  sub- 
sequent restoration  to  the  public  domain  must  be  held  to  operate  as  a 
revocation  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  so  far  as 
to  allow  the  land  to  be  selected  by  the  first  legal  applicant.  Graham 
appears  to  be  the  first  legal  applicant.  His  entry  was  allowed  and  he 
has  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  land  to  the  amount  of  $1,000 
or  tl,200.    His  claim  must  be  held  superior  to  that  of  the  company. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


railroad  grant— res  judicata. 
Holmes  v.  Northern  Pao.  R.  R.  Co. 

By  a  decision  that  became  tinal  that  portion  of  the  claimant's  entry  which  lay  within 
the  railroad  limits  was  canceled.  On  application  for  re-instatement  it  is  held  that 
the  matter  is  not  res  judicata  as  the  question  now  is  solely  between  the  government 
and  the  eutryman. 

Land  appropriated  at  the  filing  of  the  map  of  general  route,  but  released  from  such 
appropriation  prior  to  definite  location,  is  not  held  to  await  the  same,  but  is  open 
to  the  first  legal  applicant. 

The  rigbt  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15,  1B80,  existing  at  detinite  location 
serves  to  except  the  tract  covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  4,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Charles  Holmes  v.  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  involving  the  S.  i  of  SW.  J,  Sec.  13,  T.  2  S.,  R.  5 
E.,  Bozeman,  Montana  Territory,  on  appeal  from  your  office  decision  of 
October  23, 1883,  refusing  his  application  to  amend  his  homestead  entry, 
No.  4,  made  January  2,  1875,  for  the  N.  J  of  NW.  J  of  Sec.  24,  same 
township,  so  as  to  include  the  tract  first  described.  It  appears  that  his 
entry  as  originally  made  covered  both  of  the  tracts  described,  and  that 
final  proof  was  made  and  final  certificate,  No.  142,  issued  thereon 
October  9, 1877.    When  the  case  came  up  to  your  office  for  its  action, 
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said  entry  was,  so  far  as  it  covered  land  in  the  odd  section,  held  for 
cancellatio?)  "for  conflict  with  the  withdrawal  for  the  i^rant  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Kail  road  Company,  upon  g^cneral  route,  the  withdrawal 
for  which  took  effect  February  21,  1872." 

On  appeal,  the  Department,  January  20,  1881,  affirmed  the  action  of 
your  office.  The  entry  was  thereupon  canceled,  February  10,  1^81,  a^ 
to  the  eighty  acres  in  the  odd  section  and  ai)prove(l  for  patent  as  to  the 
remaining  eighty,  being  in  section  24. 

Holmes  now  api)lies  to  amend  his  entry  of  the  tract  in  section  24,  so 
as  to  embrace  the  S.  ^  of  SW.  J,  Sec.  13,  this  being  tlie  tract  covereil  by 
his  original  entry,  which  was  canceled  as  above  stated. 

In  making  this  application  he  claims  that  the  tract  was  excepted  from 
the  grant  to  the  railroad  company  by  the  liomestea<l  entry  of  one  Henry 
Miller,  made  February  5,  1872,  and  covering  this  land,  which  entry  was 
canceled  July  IG,  1872.  It  will  bi5  observed  that  the  withdrawal  for  the 
railroad  company,  on  account  of  which  Holmes^s  entry  was  canceled, 
was  made  while  Miller's  entry  was  intact  on  the  record. 

The  decision  appealed  from  in  effect  holds  that  if  the  question  at  issue 
had  been  under  consideration  as  an  original  one,  the  application  could 
under  existing  rulings  have  been  allowed,  but  as  Qolmes's  rights  to  the 
tract  In  controversy  were  fully  considered,  and  were  finally  ivdjudieated 
under  the  rulings  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  cancellation,  the  case  can 
not  now  be  re-opened.  In  other  words,  the  holding  of  your  office  decision 
is  that  the  case  is  res  judicata. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  case  as  now  presented,  and  a  considera- 
tion of  the  questions  involved,  I  find  the  conditions  somewhat diffVrent 
from  what  they  were  at  the  date  of  the  adjudication  in  1881,  in  fact  so 
changed  as,  in  my  judgment,  to  entitle  the  case,  as  presented,  to  con- 
sideration and  determination. 

Though  in  the  adjudication  referred  to,  it  was  held  that  Holmes  was 
not  entitled  to  the  tract  under  his  original  homestead  entry,  because  of 
the  adverse  claim  of  the  railroad  company  under  its  grant,  it  has  since 
become  a  well  settled  rule  of  law,  as  interpreted  by  this  Department, 
that,  in  such  cases  as  this,  where  an  entry  existed  at  the  date  of  filing 
the  map  of  general  route,  and  of  the  withdrawal  thereunder,  wiiich 
entry  was  after  such  filing  and  before  definite  location  of  the  road  csin- 
celed,  the  land  covered  thereby  becomes  public  land  which  is  not  to  be 
held  to  await  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  but  is  open  to  the  first 
legal  applicant.  Talbert  v.  Northern  Pacific  Kailroad  Comjmny  (2  L. 
D.,  530).  In  the  case  of  Hclmes  t?.  the  Northern  Pac-ific  Hailroad  Ct>ni- 
pany,  as  formerly  adjudicated,  the  tract  in  question  was  at  the  date  of 
withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  company  on  its  map  of  general  route 
appropriated  by  the  entry  of  Henry  Miller,  which  was  subsequtMitly 
canceled,  and  before  the  date  of  definite  location  was  entered  by  Holmes. 
His  entry  having  been  canceled  and  the  case  closed  by  the  departmental 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  335 

decision  of  Jannary,  1881,  tbe  case  as  then  presented  has  become  re% 
judicata  as  between  Holmes  and  the  railroad  company. 

This,  however,  does  not  change  the  fact  that  the  title  to  the  land  be- 
ing stUl  in  the  g;overnment  and  subject  to  its  disposal,  must  be  disposed 
of  according  to  law.  It  can  not  be  held  that  by  the  former  judgment, 
now  admitted  to  have  been  erroneous,  the  government  is  bound  to  pass 
title  to  the  land  to  the  company  in  disregard  of  the  law.  While  Holmes 
now  comes  here  asking  to  be  allowed  to  amend  his  entry  so  that  it  may 
embrace  the  tract  in  question,  his  application  is,  in  effect,  a  petition  for 
the  re  instatement  and  recognition  of  his  claim  under  his  entry  as  origi- 
nally made,  since  the  tract  covered  by  his  application  to  amend  is  the 
same  wiiich  was  embraced  in  his  original  homestead  entry,  but  which 
was  eliminated,  not  by  any  act  of  his,  but  by  the  erroneous  judgment 
mentioned.  He  urges  his  claim  because  of  his  occupancy  for  years  of 
that  tract  and  his  valuable  improvements  thereon.  This  occupancy  and 
improvement  could  of  course  avail  him  nothing  as  against  the  rights  of 
another  party  having  a  superior  claim,  but  as  between  him  and  the  gov- 
ernment it  is  not  without  weight. 

In  the  case  of  Hastings  and  Dakota  Eailroad  Company  v.  Whitnall, 
decided  hy  this  Department  November  19,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  249),  it  was 
held  that,  although  under  a  decision  that  became  final,  the  claim  of  the 
entryraan  was  rejected  and  the  land  awarded  to  the  railroad  company, 
it  now  appearing  that  the  company  has  no  valid  claim  to  the  land,  thus 
leaving  the  question  between  the  government  and  the  eutryman,  he 
should  be  allowed  to  make  a  new  entry  for  the  laud. 

What  is  the  present  status  of  the  railroad  .company  as  to  the  tract  in 
question?  Has  it  any  valid  claim  thereto?  If  it  has,  it  must  be  by 
virtue  of  the  definite  location  of  its  line  of  road,  and  not  by  virtue  of  the 
withdrawal  on  map  of  general  route.  For  reasons  already  stated  the 
latter  gave  it  no  right  or  title  to  the  land. 

A  new  question  is  therefore  presented  for  consideration — one  not  be- 
fore the  Department  when  the  former  case  was  decided.  That  question 
is  one  as  to  the  effect  of  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location.  Did  it 
operate  to  render  the  grant  to  the  company  effective  as  to  this  tract? 
Said  map  of  definite  location,  it  appears,  was  filed  in  your  office  in  July, 
1882,  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  departmental  decision  was  rendered 
on  which  the  plea  of  re8  judicata  is  now  urged. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  2,  1804,  (13  Stat.,  365,)  granted 
to  said  company  all  lands  to  which  the  United  States  had  full  title,  not 
reserved,  etc.,  ^'and  fiee  from  pre-emption  or  other  claims,  or  rights,  at 
the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed." 

Holmes  has  continued  to  claim  and  to  occupy  the  tract  in  controversy 
and  still  claims  and  occupies  it, and  he  is  now  here  asking  that  his  origi- 
nal entry  be  so  amended  as  to  include  it.  He  occupied  and  claimed 
it  at  the  date  of  the  defiuite  location  of  the  line  of  the  road.    On  the 
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foregoing  facts  Holmes  lias  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  Jane 
15,  1880  (21  Stat.,  236),  the  second  section  of  which  provides — 

"That  persons  who  have  heretofore  under  any  of  the  homestead  laws 
entered  lauds  properly  subject  to  such  entry,  or  persons  to  whom  the 
right  of  those  having  so  entered  for  homesteads,  may  have  been  at- 
tempted to  be  transferred  by  bona  tide  instrument  in  writing,  may  en- 
title themselves  to  said  lands  by  paying  the  government  price  therefor 

Provided,  This  shall  in  no   wise  interfere  with  the  rights 

or  claims  of  others  who  may  have  subsequently  entered  such  lands  un- 
der the  homestead  laws." 

In  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Burt,  decided  by 
this  Department  April  21,  1885  (3  L.D.,490),  it  was  held  that  Mrs. 
Burt,  who  was  the  widow  of  a  homestead  entryman  whose  entry,  sub- 
sisting at  date  of  withdrawal  on  general  route,  had  subsequently  thereto 
and  prior  to  date  of  definite  location  been  canceled,  had  the  right,  un- 
der the  law  quoted,  to  jmrchase,  notwithstanding  the  cancellation  and 
the  subsequent  definite  location  of  the  road.  In  that  case  there  was  no 
allegation  of  residence  or  occupancy  by  the  widow  or  by  any  one  for  her 
after  the  death  of  the  entryman,  which  occurred  in  July,  1875,  and  her 
right  to  purchase  was  recognized  ten  years  thereafter.  In  this  there 
have  been  continuous  claim  and  occupancy,  and  the  land  has  on  it  yal* 
uable  and  jiermaneut  improvements.  There  has  been  no  homestead 
entry  of  the  tract  by  another;  consequently  the  proviso  in  the  law  quoted 
from  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  places  no  inhibition  upon  the  right  of 
Holmes  to  purchase  under  said  act. 

Applying  the  rule  enunciated  in  the  Burt  case  to  this,  it  is  clear  that 
Holmes  has  the  right  of  purchase,  and  that  such  right  existed  at  the 
date  of  definite  location  of  the  road  in  July,  1882.  Therefore  the  tract 
was  not  at  the  date  of  said  definite  location  *'  free  from  pre-emption  or 
other  claims^  or  righta^^^  as  required  to  be  under  the  granting  act  in  order 
to  make  it  available  for  the  company. 

Holmes  claimed  the  land,  and,  under  the  Burt  decision,  he  had  a  right 
thereto,  to  wit,  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  1880.  Such  right 
was  under  the  terms  of  the  granting  act  sufficient  to  except  it  from  the 
grant  to  the  company. 

This  being  true,  the  railroad  company  is  eliminated.  No  other  rights 
have  iniervened.  The  question  is  now  one  solely  between  Holmes  and 
the  government,  and  in  my  judgment  he  is  clearly  entitled  to  such  favor- 
able action  as  will  secure  to  him  the  benefits  of  his  original  entry  and 
of  his  improvements  made  thereunder.  His  entry  as  originally  made 
should  therefore  be  re-instated,  and  as  his  final  proof  covered  the  entire 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  patent  should  issue  accordingly. 

You  will  call  upon  him  to  surrender  his  patent,  which  it  appears  was 
issued  in  August,  1881,  for  the  eighty  acres  in  the  even  section,  in  order 
that  one  patent  may  issue  for  the  entire  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
embracing  that  already  patented,  together  with  the  eighty  acres  in  the 
odd  section,  which  he  claims  and  which  is  a  part  of  the  tract  covered  by 
his  original  entry. 
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RECOGNITION  OF  ATTORNEYS— GENERAL  REGULATIONS, 

OlBCULAB.* 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  1, 1886. 

The  following  statates  relate  to  the  recognition  of  attorneys  and 
agents  for  claimants  before  this  Department : 

'^That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe  rules  and  regula- 
tions governing  the  recognition  of  agents,  attorneys,  or  other  persons 
representing  claimants  before  his  Department,  and  may  require  of  such 
persons,  agents,  or  attorneys,  before  being  recognized  as  representatives 
of  claimants,  that  they  shall  show  that  they  are  of  good  moral  character 
and  in  good  repute,  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications  to  enable 
them  to  render  such  claimants  valuable  service,  and  otherwise  compe- 
tent to  advise  and  assist  such  claimants  in  the  presentation  of  their 
claims^  and  such  Secretary  may,  after  notice  and  opportunity  for  a 
hearing,  suspend  or  exclude  from  further  practice  before  his  Depart- 
ment any  such  person,  agent,  or  attorney  shown  to  be  incompetent, 
disreputable,  or  who  refuses  to  comply  with  the  said  rules  and  regula- 
tions, or  who  shall  with  intent  to  defraud,  in  any  manner  deceive,  mis- 
lead, or  threaten  any  claimant  or  prospective  claimant,  by  word,  circular, 
letter,  or  by  advertisement.''  (Act  July  4, 1884,  Stats.,  vol.  33,  p.  101, 
sec.  5.) 

^^  Every  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  i>erson  holding  any  place  of 
trust  or  profit,  or  discharging  any  official  function  under,  or  in  connec- 
tion with,  any  Executive  Department  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  under  the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  who  acts  as  an  agent  or  attorney  for  prosecuting  any  claim 
against  the  United  States,  or  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  means,  other- 
wise than  in  discharge  of  his  proper  official  duties,  aids  or  assists  in  the 
prosecution  or  support  of  any  such  claim,  or  receives  any  gratuity,  or 
any  share  of  or  interest  in  any  claim  from  any  claimant  against  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  aid  or  assist, or  in  consideration  of  having 
aided  or  assisted,  in  the  prosecution  of  such  claim,  shall  pay  a  fine  of 
not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  or  suffer  imprisonment  not  more 
than  one  year,  or  both."    (Section  5498,  Revised  Statutes.) 

^^  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  appointed  after  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two,  as  an  officer, 
clerk,  or  employ^  in  any  of  the  Departments,  to  act  as  counsel,  attorney, 
or  agent  for  prosecuting  any  claim  against  the  United  States,  which 
was  pending  in  either  of  said  Departments  while  he  was  such  officer, 

*  Not  pablished  in  4  L.  D.  For  departmental  circular  of  September  18,  1884,  see  3 
Ij.  D.,  113.  Official  order  of  October  21,  1885,  4  L.  D.,  220.  See  also  cases  of  Neil 
Dnmont,  4  id.  55;  Lnther  Harrison,  id.  170;  and  F.  M.  Heaton,  5  id.,  340. 
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clerk,  or  employ^,  nor  in  auy  mauner,  nor  by  auy  meaus^  to  aid  in  the 
prosecution  of  any  sach  claim,  within  two  years  next  after  he  nhall  have 
ceased  to  be  such  officer,  clerk,  or  employ^.*'  (Section  190,  Revised 
Statutes.) 

^' Any  person  prosecuting  claims,  either  as  attorney  or  on  his  own 
account,  before  any  of  the  Departments  or  Bureaus  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  as  required  of  i>er8ons  in  the  civil  service." 
(Section  3478,  Revised  Statutes.) 

"  The  oath  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section  may  be  taken  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  notary  public,  or  any  person  who  is  legally 
authorized  to  administer  an  oath  in  the  State  or  district  where  the  same 
may  be  administered."    (Section  3479,  Revised  Statutes.) 

,  The  act  of  May  13,  1884  (Stats.,  v.  23,  p.  22),  provides  that  the  oath 
above  required  shall  be  that  prescribed  by  section  1757,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, which  is  as  follows : 

"  I, ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  aftirni)  that  I  will  support  and  defend  the 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  that  I 
will  bear  trne  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  s^inie;  that  I  take  this  obligation  freely, 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  purpose  of  evasion  ;  and  that  I  will  well  and  faith- 
fully discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  on  which  I  am  about  to  enter.    So  help  me  God.'' 

REGULATIONS. 

1 .  Under  the  authority  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1884,  it  is  hereby  prescribed  that 
an  attorney  at  law  who  desires  to  represent  claimants  before  the  Depart- 
ment or  one  of  its  Bureaus,  shall  file  a  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  a 
United  States,  State,  or  Territorial  court,  duly  authenticated  under  the 
seal  of  the  court,  that  he  is  an  attorney  in  good  standing. 

2.  Any  person  (not  an  attorney  at  law)  who  desires  to  appear  as  agent 
for  claimants  before  the  Department  or  one  of  its  Bureaus  must  file  a 
certificate  from  a  judge  of  a  United  States,  State,  or  Territorial  court, 
duly  authenticated  under  the  seal  of  the  courts  that  such  person  is  of  good 
moral  character  and  in  good  repute,  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifi- 
cations to  enable  him  to  render  claimants  valuable  service,  and  other- 
wise competent  to  advise  and  assist  them  in  the  presentation  of  their 
claims. 

The  Secretary  may  demand  additional  proof  of  qualifications,  and 
reserves  the  right  to  decline  to  recognize  any  attorney,  agent,  or  other 
person  applying  to  represent  claimants  under  this  rule. 

3.  The  oath  of  allegiance  required  by  section  3478  of  the  United  States 
Bevised  Statutes  must  also  be  filed. 

In  the  case  of  a  firm  the  names  of  the  individuals  composing  the  firm 
must  be  given,  and  a  certificate  and  oath  as  to  each  member  of  the  firm 
will  be  required. 
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Unless  specially  called  for,  the  certificate  above  referred  to  will  not  be 
required  of  any  attorney  or  agent  heretofore  recognized  and  now  in  good 
standing  before  the  Department. 

4.  An  applicant  for  admission  to  practice  under  the  above  regulations 
must  address  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  inclosing  the  cer- 
tificate and  oath  above  required,  in  which  letter  his  full  name  and  post- 
office  afldress  must  be  given.  He  must  state  whether  or  not  he  has  ever- 
been  recognized  as  an  attorney  or  agent  before  this  Department  or  any 
Bureau  thereof,  and  if  so,  whether  he  has  ever  been  suspended  or  dis- 
barred from  practice.  He  must  cdso  state  whether  he  holds  any  office  under 
the  Oovernment  of  the  United  /States. 

No  person  who  has  been  an  officer,  clerk,  or  employ^  of  this  Depart- 
ment within  two  years  prior  to  his  application  to  appear  in  any  case 
pending  herein  shall  be  recognized  or  permitte<l  to  appear  as  an  at- 
torney or  agent  in  any  such  case  as  shall  have  been  pending  in  the  De- 
partment at  or  before  the  date  he  left  the  service :  Provided^  This  rule 
shall  not  apply  to  officers,  clerks,  or  employes  of  the  Patent  Office,  nor 
to  cases  therein. 

Whenever  an  attorney  or  agent  is  charged  with  improper  practices. 
in  connection  with  any  matter  before  a  Bureau  of  this  Department,  the 
bead  of  such  Bureau  shall  investigate  the  charge,  giving  the  attorney 
or  agent  due  notice,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  charge  against 
bim,  and  allow  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  the  premises.  Wheu 
the  investigation  shall  have  been  concluded  all  the  papers  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department,  with  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  such 
recommendation  as  to  disbarment  from  practice  as  the  head  of  the  Bu- 
reau may  deem  proper,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
lut'Crior.  During  the  investigation  the  attorney  or  agent  will  be  recog- 
nized as  such,  unless  for  special  reasons  the  Secretary  shall  order  his 
8U8])en8ion  from  practice. 

If  any  attorney  or  agent  in  good  standing  before  the  Department 
shall  knowingly  employ  as  sub-agent  or  correspondent  a  person  who 
bas  been  prohibited  from  practice  before  the  Department,  it  will  be 
sufficient  reason  for  the  disbarment  of  the  former  from  practice. 

Upon  the  disbarment  of  an  attorney  or  agent  notice  thereof  will  be 
given  to  the  heads  of  Bureaus  of  this  Department,  and  to  the  other  Ex- 
ecutive Departments;  and  thereafter,  until  otherwise  ordered,  such  dis- 
barred person  will  not  be  recognized  as  attorney  or  agent  in  any  claim 
or  other  matter  before  this  Department  or  any  Bureau  thereof. 

L.  Q.  C.  LAMAR, 

Secretary, 
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ATTORNEYS-CIRCULAR  OF  JULY  Z\,  1885. 

F.  M.  Heaton. 

The  requirement  of  the  circnhir  of  July  31,  18c$5,  with  respect  to  the  appearance  of 
attorneys  for  alleged  fraudulent  entrymen  is  not  applicable  to  attorneys  appear- 
ins  in  the  General  Land  Office  or  this  Department. 

The  case  of  Wm.  £.  Mclntyre  cited  and  distinguished. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  CommisHoner  Sparks^  January  6,  1887. 

Od  October  4,  1886,  F.  M.  Heaton  filed  in  tbiB  Department  a  letter, 
inclosing  yonr  office  letter  addressed  to  him,  dated  Augnst  23d  last,  in 
-which  be  is  informed  that  ^^  your  appearance,  dated  December  15, 1885, 
in  the  case  of  Bertiuel  V.  Pierce,  N.  i  of  8W.  J,  NW.  J  of  SE.  i  and 
SW.  ^  of  S.  ij  Sec.  5^3,  T.  11,  B.  71,  not  having  been  made  in  accordance 
with  the  circular  of  July  31,  1885,  you  are  advised  that  you  can  not  be 
recognized  as  an  attorney  in  the  case  (Wm.  E.  Mclntyre,  4  L.D.,527).'' 

Mr.  Heaton  alleges  that  ''said  circular  was  approved  by  Hon.  Gh.  A. 
J^enks,  then  acting  Secretary,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
(rules  embraced  therein  applied  only  to  the  local  laud  officers,  and  the 
fact  is  so  stated  in  Mr.  Jeuks' handwriting  on  a  copy  of  thecircular  now 
on  file  in  Division  "  P,^'  in  the  General  Land  Office." 

On  October  13, 1886,  the  communication  of  Mr.  Heaton  was  trans- 
mitted to  your  office,  with  a  request  that  you  return  the  same  with  your 
report  upon  the  allegations  therein  contained.  On  November  24th  last, 
jour  office  returned  said  letter  of  Mr.  Heaton  and  the  circular,  with  the 
indorsement  of  Mr.  Jenks  above  referred  to,  together  with  a  report  con- 
taining the  views  of  your  office  upon  the  allegations  contained  in  Mr. 
Beaton's  said  letter. 

That  part  of  the  circular  of  July  31, 1885,  (4  L.  D.,  503),  referred  to 
l)y  Mr.  Heaton,  is  as  follows :  ^^ Attorneys  appearing  for  alleged  fraud- 
Client  entrymen  will  be  required  to  file  written  authority  of  the  claimant 
for  such  purpose."  Said  circular  was  approved  by  the  Hon.  6.  A. 
J^enks,  then  acting  Secretary,  and  upon  the  copy  of  the  same,  forwarded 
with  said  report,  is  the  indorsement  by  Mr.  Jenks  that  "  this  rule  as  to 
Attorneys  does  not  apply  to  attorneys  in  the  Department,  but  in  the  lo- 
<5al  office.''  It  therefore  appears  by  the  construction  of  the  officer  ap- 
proving said  circular  that  it  was  never  intended  to  apjily  to  the  attor- 
meys  practicing  before  your  office  or  this  Department.  The  action  of 
your  office,  holding  that  said  circular  should  apply  to  "  attorneys 
appearing  for  alleged  fraudulent  entrymen"  practicing  befoi^  your 
office,  is  based  upon  the  case  of  W.  E.  Mclntyre  (4  L.  D.,  527),  decided 
t)y  me  on  May  18th  last,  and  your  office  suggests  that,  in  view  of  all 
the  circumstances,  said  indorsement  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  should 
not  be  considered  official,  and  that  the  necessity  of  extending  said  rale 
to  attorneys  practicing  before  your  office  "  becomes  more  apparent  as 
experience  broadens,"  and  there  are  cited  as  evidence  of  the  correctness 
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of  said  conclusion  certain  transactions  in  the  practice  of  attorneys  be- 
fore yonr  office. 

Eule  of  Practice  ITo.  101  (4  L.  D.,  48),  provides  that  "  no  person  here- 
after appearing  as  a  party  or  attorney  in  any  case  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  notice  of  the  proceedings  who  does  not  at  the  time  of  his  api)earance 
file  in  the  office  in  which  the  case  is  pending  a  statement  in  writing^ 
giving  his  name  and  post-office  address,  and  the  name  of  the  party  whooi 
he  represents.''  Bale  107  (ibid.)  also  provides  that  all  attorneys,  prac- 
ticing before  the  General  Land  Office  and  Department  of  the  Interior, 
most  first  file  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  section  3478  United  States 
Bevised  Statutes,  and  Bale  108  (4  L.  D.,  336),  as  amended,  provides  that 
^'In  the  examination  of  any  case,  whether  contested  or  ex-parte,  the 
attorneys  employed  in  said  case,  when  in  good  standing  in  the  Depart- 
ment, for  the  preparation  of  arguments,  will  be  allowed  full  opportHMtjr 
to  consult  the  records  of  the  case,  the  abstracts,  field  notes,  and  tract 
books  and  the  correspondence  of  the  General  Land  Office,  or  of  the  De- 
partment, not  deemed  privileged  and  confidential." 

The  case  of  Mclntyre  {supra)  held  that  the  Department  had  the  right 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  4,  1884  (23  Stat.,  101),  to  pre- 
scribe rules  and  regulations  governing  the  recognition  of  attorneys  rep- 
resenting claimants,  and  the  requirement  that  attorneys  appearing  for 
alledged  fraudulent  entrymen  must  produce  written  evidence  of  their 
authority  to  act  for  the  claimant.  Said  decision  also  held  that  said  cir- 
cnlar  was  not  retroactive  and  could  not  apply  to  attorneys  who  had  en- 
tered an  appearance  prior  to  its  date.  In  said  case  it  appeared  that 
coansel  for  the  purchaser  had  entered  his  appearance  in  the  local  office 
prior  to  the  date  of  said  circular,  and  it  by  no  means  follows  from  said 
decision  that  said  circular  does,  or  was  Intended  to  apply  to  attorneyi^ 
practicing  before  your  office. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  general  rule  in  the  courts  is  that  the 
appearance  of  an  attorney  for  a  party  is  always  deemed  sufficient  for 
the  opposite  party  and  for  the  court,  unless  there  are  circumstances  indi- 
cating fraud  or  collusion. 

In  the  case  of  Osborn  v.  United  States  Bank  (9  Wheaton,  740),  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  speaking  through  Chief  Justice 
Marshal],  said :  ^*  Natural  persons  may  appear  in  court,  either  by  them- 
selves or  their  attorney.  But  no  man  has  a  right  to  appear  as  the  at- 
torney of  another  without  the  authorit^^  of  that  other.  In  ordinary 
cases  the  authority'  must  be  produced,  because  there  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  no  prima  facie  evidence  that  one  man  is  in  fact  the  attorney  of 
another.  The  case  of  an  attorney  at  law,  an  attorney  for  the  purpose 
of  representing  another  iu  court,  and  prosecuting  or  defending  a  suit 
in  his  name,  is  somewhat  different.  The  power  must,  indeed,  exist,  but 
its  production  has  not  been  considered  indispensable.  Certain  gentle- 
men, first  licensetl  by  the  government,  are  admitted  by  order  of  court 
to  stand  at  the  bar  with  a  general  capacity  to  rei)resent  all  the  suitors* 
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in  the  court.  The  appearance  of  Siuy  one  of  these  gentlemen  in  a  cause 
has  always  been  received  as  evidence  of  his  authority,  and  no  additional 
evidence,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  has  ever  been  required.  This  prac- 
tice we  believe  has  existed  from  the  first  establishment  of  our  courts  and 
DO  departure  from  it  has  been  made  in  those  of  any  State  or  of  the 
Union." 

In  the  case  of  Hill  v.  Mendenhall  (21  Wall.,  454),  the  same  court, 
Chief  Justice  Waite  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court,  said :  "  When 
an  attorney  of  a  court  of  record  appears  in  an  action  for  one  of  the 
parties,  his  authority  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  to  the  contrary  will 
be  presumed."  To  the  same  effect  has  been  the  ruling  in  the  State 
courts  (see  cases  cited  in  U.  S.  Digest,  Vol.  2,  p.  340,  Sec.  237). 

On  February  1, 1886,*  this  Department  issued  regulations  prescribing 
the  qualifications  required  of  attorneys  or  agents  who  desire  to  repre- 
sent claimants  before  the  Department,  or  one  of  its  Bureaus.  Said  regu- 
lations provide  the  manner  of  admission  of  attorneys  at  law  and  persons 
not  attorneys  at  law,  requiring  them  to  furnish  satisfactory  evidence 
that  they  are  of  good  moral  character  and  in  good  repute,  and  possess 
the  necessary  qualifications  to  enable  them  to  render  claimants  valuable 
service  and  otherwise  competent  to  advise  and  assist  them  in  the  pre- 
sentation of  their  claims.  Said  regulations  also  provide  that  *'  unless 
specially  called  for,  the  certificate  above  referred  to  will  not  be  required 
of  any  attorney  or  agent  heretofore  recognized  and  now  in  good  stand- 
ing before  the  Department." 

It  is  not  shown  or  asserted  that  Mr.  Heaton  was  not  recognized  by 
your  office  and  is  not  now  "in  good  standing  before  this  Department" 
If  it  be  true,  as  stated  in  your  report,  that  in  certain  cases  attorneys 
have  claimed  to  represent  entrymen,  *'  wiiere  there  is  strong  evidence 
to  the  contrary,"  then  it  would  seem  eminently  right  that  proper 
proceedings  should  be  instituted  to  establish  the  correctness  of  said 
charge,  to  the  end  that  proper  action  may  be  had  thereon. 

The  regulations  above  referred  to  provide  that  "whenever  any  attor- 
ney or  aeent  is  charged  with  improper  practices  in  e-onnection  with  any 
matter  before  a  bureau  of  this  Department,  the  head  of  such  bureau 
shall  investigate  the  charge,  giving  the  attorney  or  agent  due  notice, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  charge  against  him  and  allow  him  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  in  the  premises During  the  in- 
vestigation, the  attorney  or  agent  will  be  recognized  as  such,  unless  for 
special  reasons  the  Secretary  should  order  his  suspension  from  prac- 
tice." Aside  from  the  presumption  of  honesty  that  attaches  until  the 
contrary  is  shown,  it  would  seem  that  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  regu- 
lation quoted  would  be  sufficient  to  deter  dishonest  attorneys  and  agents 
from  appearing  in  the  Department  for  entrymen  or  claimants  without 
authority. 


^  For  revised  issue  of  this  circular  see  page  337  of  this  volume. 
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Again,  it  appears  that  said  circalar  was  addressed  to  the  local  land 
officers  and  special  agents.  It  was  not  intended  to  modify  the  long  es- 
tablished practice  before  yonr  office  and  this  Department,  as  indicated 
by  the  rales  above  cited.  If,  however,  in  any  particular  case  your  office 
has  reason  to  believe  that  an  attorney  or  agent  appears  without  any 
authority  from  the  party  whom  he  claims  to  reprewent,  such  attorney 
or  agent  may  be  required  to  show  his  authority,  and  in  case  of  failure 
so  to  do,  if  the  evidence  warrants  it,  proceedings  may  be  commenced  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice  and  the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment. The  attorney  or  agent  entering  his  appearance  in  a  case  should 
state  for  whom  he  appears,  and  tLe  relation  of  his  client  to  the  case, 
but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  good  reason  why  all  attorneys  and 
agents,  "in  good  standing,"  practicing  before  your  office  and  this  De- 
partment should  be  required  to  file  the  written  authority  of  their  clients, 
before  being  recognized,  in  the  absence  of  circumstances  impeaching 
their  good  faith. 

It  appearing  that  Mr.  Heaton  stated  the  name  of  the  party  for  whom 
he  appears,  and  the  land  involved,  he  should  be  recognized  by  yonr 
office  as  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Pierce,  unless  there  is  some  good  reason  to 
the  contrary  not  apparent  in  the  record. 


bdllboad  grant—expense  of  sdevey— indian  title. 
Whitney  v.  Northern  Pacific  B.  R.  Co. 

The  right  of  the  company  to  land  that  was  in  a  condition  to  pass  at  the  date  of 

de6nite  location  is  not  impaired  by  the  failure  of  the  company  to  pay  for  the 

survey. 
The  effect  of  such  failure  is  only  to  raise  a  question  between  the  government  and  the 

company  as  to  the  delivery  of  title. 
The  sixteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  April  29,  1866,  with  the  Sioux,  did  not  reserve 

the  lauds  therein  describ<)d  as  lying  **  north  of  the  North  Platte  river  and  east 

of  the  Big  Horn  mountains,*'  but  provided  that  such  land  should  be  i*egarded  as 

anceded  Indian  territory. 
Under  the  second  section  of  the  grant  to  this  company,  its  rigbts  within  such  territory 

took  effect  on  the  extiuguishmeut  of  the  Indian  title. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  6,  1887. 

With  your  letter  of  March  19, 188G,  you  transmit  for  my  consideration 
the  apph'cation  of  Luther  J.  Whitney  for  re  instatement  of  his  pre- 
emption entry  of  the  E.  J  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  33,  T.  8  N.,  R.  47  E.,  Miles 
City  district,  Montana  Territory. 

This  tract  is  within  the  forty  mile  limits  of  the  line  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  also  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  ordered 
April  21,  1872,  upon  a  map  of  general  route,  filed  February  21,  1872, 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  map  of  definite  location  filed  June  25, 188L 
The  tract  was  listed  by  the  company  June  23,  1883. 
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It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  on  Fel>- 
ruary  27,  1879,  Whitney  made  pre-emption,  filing  No.  3584,  Helena 
series,  for  this  tract,  alleging  settlement  June  14,  1878,  and  on  August 
25, 1879.  he  submitted  final  proof  and  made  pre-emption  cash  entry 
number  705.  May  26,  1880,  your  office  examined  this  entry  and  held 
the  same  for  cancellation,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  tract  was  vacant 
at  the  date  of  the  alleged  withdrawal,  the  right  of  the  company  attached 
at  that  time  and  the  tract  was  not  properly  snbject  to  Whitney's  entry. 

From  this  decision  Whitney  appealed,  and  at  the  same  time  filed  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  of  said  decision  and  asked  that  he  be  allowed 
to  take  testimony  on  the  points  made  by  the  appeal.  He  also  in  said 
application  urged  the  further  ground,  that  the  tract  was  within  the 
military  reservation  of  Fort  Keogh.  In  passing  upon  said  application 
your  office,  by  letter  of  August  4, 1880,  declined  to  reverse  its  decision 
of  May  20,  and  decided  that  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Keogh 
was  a  temporary  reservation,  made  aft43r  the  lands  had  been  withdrawn 
for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  and  further  that  this  tract  is  not  em- 
braced in  the  reservation  made  by  the  President's  order. 

In  deciding  this  case  on  appeal,  both  decisions  were  considered  by 
Secretary  Kirk  wood,  and  on  March  28, 1881,  he  affirmed  said  decisions, 
and  thereupon  Whitney's  entry  was  canceled  April  6, 1881. 

Luther  J.  Whitney  now  files  his  application,  praying  that  the  listing 
and  certifying  of  said  tract  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
may  be  set  aside  and  canceled,  and  that  lie  may  be  restored  to  his  former 
status  in  reference  thereto,  alleging  in  support  thereof  the  same  grounds 
that  were  in  issue  and  passed  upon  by  the  decision  of  my  predecessor 
of  March  28,  1881,  to  wit:  that  notwithstanding  the  withdrawal  of  said 
lands  by  order  of  April  21,  1872,  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  upon 
filing  their  map  of  general  route,  yet  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  erred 
in  holding  that  the  said  company  had  any  claim  of  right  or  title  to  said 
laniils  at  the  date  of  petitioner's  settlement,  to  wit,  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1878,  upon  which  declaratory  statement  was  filed  February  27,  1879, 
and  that  the  right  to  sahl  land  <did  not  accrue  to  the  company  on  filing 
its  map  of  definite  location  June  25,  1881,  by  reason  of  the  prior  filing 
of  petitioner. 

He  also  alleges  the  further  ground,  that  the  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  was  permitted  to  list  said  tract,  among  other  lands,  the 
23d  day  of  June,  1883,  without  having  first  paid  the  cost  of  surveying, 
selecting  and  conveying  the  same. 

No  other  grounds  than  those  above  mentioned  were  urged  in  the 
application;  but  it  is  also  claimed  by  counsel  for  Whitney  that  this 
tract  was  from  April  29,  1868,  until  February  28,  1877,  included  in  part 
of  an  Indian  Reservation,  as  appears  from  Article  XVI  of  the  Sioux 
treaty,  concluded  April  29,  18G8  (13  Stat.,  635),  and  so  remained  in 
reservation  until  the  treaty  with  said  Indians  ratified  by  Congress  Feb- 
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ruary  28,  1877  (19  Stat,  254),  which  abrogated  Article  XVI  of  the 
treaty  of  1868. 

OoDsideriog  first  the  groands  stated  in  this  application,  and  those 
arged  by  counsel,  that  were  not  considered  by  my  predecessor  in  his 
decision  of  March  28,  1881,  do  they  sustain  the  prayer  of  petitioner 
for  a  reversal  of  said  decision  f 

The  act  of  July  17, 1870  (16  Stat.,  305),  provides  that  lands  granted 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  by  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,. 
shall  not  be  conveyed  to  the  company,  or  any  party  entitled  thereto, . 
^*  until  there  shall  first  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States- 
the  cost  of  surveying,  selecting  and  conveying  the  same  by  the  com- 
pany or  party  in  interest." 

While  it  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States- 
in  the  case  of  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Trail  County  (115  U.  S.,  600), 
that  under  this  provision  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  has- 
acquired  no  equitable  interest  in  the  lands  so  granted,  which  is  subject 
to  State  or  Territorial  taxation,  before  such  payment  is  made  into  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States,  it  does  not  aifect  the  right  of  the  com- 
pany to  insist  upon  a  conveyance  to  it  of  such  lands  as  passed  under 
the  grant  at  the  date  of  filing  of  map  of  definite  location  upon  paying 
the  cost  of  such  survey.  If  the  land  was  in  a  condition  to  pass  to  the 
company  under  the  grant  at  the  date  of  filing  of  the  map  of  definite 
location,  its  rights  were  then  fixed,  and,  althouKh  the  government  might 
retain  the  legal  title  in  its  own  hands  to  secure  the  payment  ot  those 
expenses,  yet,  as  expressed  by  the  court  in  the  case  cited,  ''The  gov- 
ernment is  as  to  these  costs  in  the  condition  of  a  trustee  in  a  conveyance 
to  secure  payment  of  money.'' 

Therefore  the  failure  of  the  road  to  pay  for  the  survey  of  this  land 
can  not  in  any  manner  affect  or  control  this  case.  If  the  land  was  in 
a  condition  to  pass  to  the  road  at  the  date  of  definite  location  the^ 
failure  to  pay  for  the  survey  could  not  impair  that  right.  It  is  simply 
a  question  between  the  government  and  the  road  as  to  the  delivery  of 
title.  ' 

Ton  hold  **that  while  the  tract  held  by  Whitney  was  not  within  the 
technical  boundaries  of  the  Indian  reservation,  yet  it  was  stipulated  to 
be  unveded  Indian  territory  and  so  remained  until  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  1877,''  which  reserved  it  from  the  grant. 

I  can  not  agree  with  you  in  this  view. 

This  tract  is  embraced  within  the  lands  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Crow  tribe  of  Indians,  the  Indian  title  to  which  was  extinguished  by  a 
treaty  made  with  them  May  7,  18G8.  By  said  treaty  the  laii<l  reserved 
was  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  soutltern  boundary  of  the  Tei  ritory  of 
Montana,  on  the  east  by  the  107th  degree  of  longitude,  and  on  the  north 
and  west  by  the  Yellowstone  river,  and  said  tribe  of  Indians  then  re- 
linquished all  title,  claim  or  right  in  and  to  any  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  except  such  as  is  embraced  within  the  limits  afore- 
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said.  Part  of  the  territory  tbas  relinqaished  is  witbia  the  boandaries 
-of  the  Yellowstoue  river  od  the  north,  the  Powder  river  on  the  east,  the 
southern  boundary  of  Montana  on  the  south  and  the  107th  degree  of 
longitude  on  the  west,  and  embraces  the  land  in  question.  All  of  these 
several  tricts  of  land  are  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  Territory 
of  Montana.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1868,  at  the  same  place  and  by  the 
same  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  Sioux  tribe  of  Indians,  in  which  it  was  stipulated — 

"  That  the  following  district  of  country,  to  wit,  commencing  on  the 
^ast  bank  of  the  Missouri  river,  where  the  46th  parallel  of  north  latitude 
crosses  the  same,  thence  along  low  water  mark  down  said  east  bank  to 
a  point  opposite,  where  the  northern  line  of  the  State  of  Nebraska 
strikes  the  river,  thence  west  across  said  river  and  along  the  northern 
line  of  Nebraska  to  the  104.th  degree  of  longitude  west  from  Greenwich, 
thence  north  on  said  meridian  to  a  point  where  the  46th  parallel  of 
north  latitude  intercepts  the  same,  thence  due  east  along  said  parallel 
to  the  place  of  beginning ;  and  in  addition  thereto  all  existing  reserva- 
tions on  the  east  bank  of  said  river  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set 
apart  for  the  absolute  and  undisturbed  use  of  the  Indians  herein 
named  .  .  .  and  henceforth  they  will  and  do  hereby  relinquish  all 
<}laim  or  right  in  and  to  any  portion  of  the  United  States  or  Territories, 
except  such  as  is  embraced  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  and  except  as 
hereinafter  provided.'' 

Article  XI  of  said  treaty  stipulates — 

"  That  they  (the  Indians)  will  relinquish  all  right  to  occupy  perma- 
nently the  territory  outside  their  reservation  as  herein  deiiued,  but  yet 
reserve  the  right  to  hunt  on  any  lands  north  of  North  Platte  and  on  the 
Republican  Fork  of  Smoky  Hill  river,  so  long  as  the  buffalo  may  range 
thereon  in  such  numbers  as  to  justify  the  chase." 

Article  XVI  then  declares  that— 

"  The  United  States  hereby  agrees  and  stipulates  that  the  country 
north  of  the  North  Platte  river  tod  east  of  the  Big  Horn  mountains 
shall  be  held  and  considered  to  be  unceded  Indian  territory." 

It  is  insisted  upon  by  counsel  that  by  this  article,  the  country  north 
of  the  North  Platte  river  and  east  of  the  Big  Horn  mountains,  which 
would  include  that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Montana  in  which  this  land 
is  embraced,  was  declared  to  be  unceded  Indian  territory,  and  so  re- 
mained until  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1877,  which  abrogated  said 
16th  article  of  the  Sioux  treaty  of  1868. 

Considering  the  effect  and  purpose  of  said  Article  XVI  in  the  most 
favorable  light  contended  for  by  counsel  for  Whitney,  it  could  not  be 
construed  to  mean  that  the  land  therein  embraced  was  intended  for  a 
reservation,  but  simply  that  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished  until 
the  treaty  of  1877.  Therefore,  as  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  grant- 
ing lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad,it 
was  provided  that  the  United  States  shall  extinguish  as  rapidly  as  may 
be  consistent  with  public  policy  and  the  welfare  of  the  said  Indians, 
the  Indian  title  to  all  lands  falling  under  the  operation  of  this  act,  and 
•acquired  in  the  donation  to  the  road,  the  right  of  the  road  to  this  land 
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under  tbe  grant  attached  when  the  Indian  title  was  exiinguished, 
whether  it  was  by  the  treaty  with  the  Crows  of  1868,  or  the  treaty  with 
the  Sioux  of  1877  by  which  Article  XVI  of  their  treaty  of  1868  was 
abrogated. 

I  do  not  think  however  that  there  can  be  any  question  as  to  when 
the  Indian  title  to  this  country  was  extinguished.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  the  treaty,  it  is  clear  that  all  of  the  lands  occupied  or  claimed 
by  the  Crow  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  Territory  of  Montana,  except 
the  reservation  therein  defined,  was  by  their  treaty  of  1868  ceded  to 
the  United  States ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  by  the  treaty  of  1868 
with  the  Sioux  Indians  all  lands  occupied  and  claimed  by  those  In- 
dians, except  the  reservation  therein  defined,  were  also  ceded  to  the 
United  States.  "The  modification  of  the  general  cession  of  territory 
in  Article  II  made  by  Article  XI  is  simply  a  reserved  right  of  the  In- 
dians to  hunt  on  any  lands  north  of  the  North  Platte  river,  which  in- 
cludes the  country  between  the  104th  meridian  on  the  east  and  the 
summit  of  the  Big  Horn  mountains  on  the  west  and  the  North  Platte 
Hver  on  the  south,  and  the  country  occupied  by  the  Crows  on  the  north ; 
and  also  the  right  to  hunt  in  southern  Nebraska  and  northern  Kansas 
on  the  Republican  Fork  of  Smoky  Hill  river.  Article  XVI  refers  ex- 
clusively to  the  t/erritory  above  described  between  the  104th  meridian 
and  the  summit  of  the  Big  Horn  mountains.''  Clark  et  al.  v.  Bates  et 
nJ.,  (I  Dak.  Eep.,56). 

But  the  modification  of  the  cession  of  territory,  as  contained  in  the 
16th  article  of  the  treaty  and  claimed  by  the  Sioux,  and  the  tract  in- 
tended to  be  embraced  therein  terminates  with  the  southern  boundary 
of  Montana.    See  Maps  (General  Land  OflQce),  1876. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  country  declared  to  be  unceded  Indian 
territory  by  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1868  is  not  limited  by  a 
northern  or  eastern  boundary.  If  from  this  fact  it  is  claimed  that  it 
therefore  embraced  the  country  ceded  by  the  Crows  iu  the  Territory  of 
Montana,  it  might  with  as  much  propriety  be  claimed  that  it  extended 
to  the  British  possessions  on  the  north  and  Lake  Michigan  on  the  east. 

At  the  date  of  Whitney's  settlement  and  filing  the  tract  in  question 
had  been  withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad, 
and  under  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  Charles  W. 
Buttz,  Exr.,r.  The  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (119  U.  S.,  55),  Whitney 
could  acquire  no  rights  against  the  company  by  such  settlement  and 
filing.  Besides  it  appears  from  an  inspection  of  the  record,  that  no 
new  facts  are  now  alleged  or  other  grounds  urged  (except  those  dis- 
posed of  in  this  decision)  that  were  not  embraced  in  the  former  case  for 
this  same  tract  of  land,  and  between  the  same  parties,  decided  adversely 
to  Wbitnej'  by  my  predecessor  in  his  decision  of  March  28,  1881.  The 
ground  of  his  claim  to  this  tract  was  that  the  company's  right  did  not 
accrue  until  the  filing  of  their  map  of  definite  location,  and  that  is  the 
same  ground  urged  now. 
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The  question  therefore  between  Whitney  and  the  company  has  beea 
fully  adjudicated,  and  since  said  decision  the  company  have  filed  their 
map  of  definite  location,  to  wit,  on  June  25, 1881,  and  on  June  23,  ld83|, 
the  land  was  listed  and  certified  to  the  company  for  patent. 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated,  the  application  of  Luther  J.  Whitney 
for  re-instatemeut  of  his  pre-emption  entry  to  the  tract  of  land  in  dis- 
pute should  be  refused. 


homestead—final  proof. 
Frances  M.  Cull. 

Final  proof  must  be  submitted  on  the  day  fixed  in  the  notice. 

The  testimony  of  a  witness  not  named  in  the  notice  would  not  of  itself  invalidate  th& 
final  proof. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  8, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Frances  M.  Cull,  arising  on  her  appeal 
from  your  office  decision  of  October  7,  1885,  rejecting  her  final  home- 
stead proof  upon  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  17,  T.  105,  R.  64,  Mitchell  district, 
Dakota. 

The  rejection  of  said  final  proof  is  based  on  three  grounds : 

1.  Claimant  advertised  to  make  final  proof  December  22, 1884,  but 
proof  was  not  made  until  next  day. 

It  is  a  matter  of  importance  that  final  proof  should  be  taken  on  the 
day  originally  set,  in  order  that  adverse  claimants  and  other  parties 
desiring  to  assert  their  own  claims  or  to  object  to  the  entryman's  proof 
may  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  Relative  to  final  proof  taken 
at  any  other  date  than  that  fixed  in  the  published  notice,  your  office 
circular  of  March  9,  1885,  says  (3  L.  D.,  485): 

Such  proofs  ought  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  local  officers  unless  ac- 
companied by  most  certain  evidence  of  the  impossibility  of  appearance 
at  the  time  fixed,  and  the  reasons  therefor,  and  then  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submission  for  the  consideration  of  this  office.  A  special  re- 
port should  in  such  cases  be  made  by  the  register  and  receiver,  and 
if  proof  was  advertised  to  be  made  before  some  other  officer  than  the 
register  and  receiver,  a  corroborating  affidavit  from  such  officer  should 
be  required.  This  certificate  should  state  whether  any  person  appeared 
to  protest  against  the  proof  on  the  day  advertised,  and  whether  any 
notice,  and  what  notice,  of  postponement  was  given. 

Mrs.  Gull  alleges  that  the  reason  why  she  did  not  appear  on  the  day 
advertised  was  because  the  weather  was  so  severe  that  her  witnesses 
would  not  then  appear.  But  there  is  no  report  on  the  subject  from  the 
register  and  receiver,  and  no  corroborating  affidavit  from  the  clerk  of 
the  district  court  of  Aurora  county,  before  whom  the  proof  was  made. 

2.  The  proof  was  rejected,  "the  claimant  having  furnished  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness  not  advertised  in  the  publication  of  notice.'^ 
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If  there  had  been  two  witnesses  whose  names  had  been  advertised^ 
the  testimony  of  another  witness  not  advertised  woald  have  been  simply 
snrplasage  and  would  not  have  invalidated  the  final  proof.  In  this 
case  only  one  of  the  witnesses  advertised  appeared. 

3.  Another  ground  assigned  by  your  office  for  the  rejection  of  the 
proof  is,  the  insufficiency  of  residence  and  cultivation. 

Mrs.  Cull  claims  the  benefit  of  three  years'  army  service  by  her  hus- 
band. She  first  went  upon  the  land  December  II,  1883  (when  she 
claims  to  have  established  her  residence),  and  remained  till  December 
13  (two  days).  She  then  left,  and  remained  away  until  April  5,  1883. 
November  30, 1883,  she  again  left,  and  remained  away  until  some  time 
in  March,  1884.  She  remained  on  the  tract  from  that  date  until  Octo- 
ber 30,  when  she  again  left,  remaining  absent  until  the  day  of  making 
final  proof— two  years,  to  a  day,  from  the  date  of  entry.  When  entry 
is  made  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  it  invites  special  scrutiny  into  the 
good  faith  of  the  entryman.  In  this  case  I  do  not  think  good  faith  is 
shown.  I  affirm  your  office  decision  rejecting  claimant's  final  proof, 
and  requiring  new  proof  be  made,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  your  office,  showing  compliance  with  the  law  until  date  of  making 
such  proof. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  ENTRY— AMEND \[ENT, 
WaSS  V.  MiLWAED. 

« 

Pendiug  decision  on  an  application  to  amend  an  entry  the  claimant  should  comply 

with  the  ]aw. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  8, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Albert  W.  Wass  v.  John  Milward,  in- 
volving timber-culture  entry  made  by  the  latter  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec. 
10,  T.  103,  B.  59,  (Springfield  series,)  Mitchell  district,  Dakota. 

Milward's  entry  of  said  SW.  i  was  made  March  6, 1879.  In  August 
of  the  same  year  he  applied  to  amend  to  the  KE.  |  of  the  same  section, 
as  the  SW.  J  proved  on  survey  to  have  a  heavy  ravine  upon  it,  which 
before  survey,  when  applicant  examined  and  selected  the  tract,  was  not 
supposed  to  be  thereon.  Said  application  to  amend  was  denied  by  your 
office  letter  of  October  26,  1880 ;  but  Milward  alleges  that  he  was  not 
— at  least,  not  then — notified  thereof;  and  there  is  nothing  upon  the 
record  to  show  that  he  was. 

February  13, 1882,  Wass  brought  contest  against  the  entry ;  which 
contest  was  afterwards  dismissed  because  of  not  being  accompanied 
with  application  to  enter  the  tract. 

January  29, 1883,  Wass  filed  a  new  contest,  accompanied  with  an  ap  • 
plication  to  enter  the  tract.  April  2, 1883,  was  the  day  fixed  for  a  hear- 
ing, at  which  time  both  parties  appeared.  The  attorney  for  claimant 
moved  to  dismiss  the  contest,  for  the  reason  that  the  affidavits  were 
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sworn  to  outside  the  Territory  of  Dakota — having  been  made  before  a 
notary  public  in  and  tor  Green  county,  Iowa.  This  motion  Vas  granted. 
Claimant  appealed  to  your  office,  which  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  lo- 
cal officers^  June  28,  1883. 

Prior  to  this,  however — to- wit,  April  2,1883 — Wass  had  made  a  new 
contest  affidavit,  which  he  filed  in  the  local  office  April  30,  same  year. 
Hearing  in  this  case  was  set  for  July  10,  but  on  that  day  was  postiK)ned 
until  July  30,  1883,  when  both  parties  appeared.  At  that  timecounsel 
for  claimant  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest  upon  several  technical  groands, 
the  first  being  that  ^^  at  the  time  the  case  then  on  trial  was  brought,  a 
prior  one  was  pending  on  appeal  before  your  office,  between  the  same 
parties,  involving  the  same  entry,  upon  the  same  charges."  The  local 
office  overruled  this  objection ;  but  your  office  holds  that  it  was  well 
taken,  aa ''  a  second  contest  can  not  be  instituted  until  the  prior  one  is 
disposed  of,  and  it  makes  no  difference  whether  the  second  one  is 
brought  by  the  former  contestant  or  a  third  party.  Wheelan  r.  Taylor, 
2  L.  D.,  295." 

The  doctrine  above  enunciated  was  that  which  obtained  when  your 
office  decision  now  under  review  was  written ;  but  it  has  since  been  con- 
siderably modified  (s^ee  Durkee  v.  Teets  (4  L.  D.,  99);  Woodward  v.  Per- 
cival  (ib.,  234);  Gilbert  r.  Spearing  (ib.,  463);  Melcher  v.  Clark  (ib., 
504) ;  Brown  v.  Zeake  (ib.,  529) ;  Churchill  v.  Seeley  (ib.,  589) ;  Gal- 
lagher  v.  Tarbox  (5  L.  D.,  231).  It  Is  to  be  noticed,  moreover,  that 
Wass's  third  contest  was  not  upon  exactly  the  same  charge  as  his  sec- 
ond, inasmuch  as  failure  to  plant  and  cultivate  is  alleged  until  date  of 
initiation  of  the  third  contest,  which  is  a  considerably  longer  period  than 
that  covered  by  the  allegation  in  the  case  of  the  second  contest. 

Wass's  initiation  of  a  third  contest  is  to  be  considered  as  a  waiver  of 
his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  the  case  oi 
his  second  contest. 

I  concur  with  your  office  in  holding  that  none  of  the  other  technical 
irregularities  alleged  as  error  are  sufficiently  serious  to  necessitate  a 
dismissal  of  the  (third)  contest.  The  case  can  therefore  properly  be 
considered  on  its  merits . 

The  testimony  taken  at  the  hearing  shows  that  nothing  whatever  in 
the  way  of  breaking,  planting,  or  cultivation,  was  done  upon  the  claim 
from  the  date  of  entry  (March  6, 1879,  supra),  until  April  26,  1883. 
Claimant's  excuse  for  this  negligence  is,  that  he  was  all  this  time  wait, 
ing  for  information  from  your  office  relative  to  its  action  upon  his  appli- 
cation to  amend  his  entry  (supra).  He  never  received  any  notification 
from  your  office  or  the  local  office  directly;  but  learned,  through  a  letter 
from  your  office  to  Hon.  Thomas  Updegraff,  and  by  him  forwarded  to 
claimant,  that  his  application  to  amend  had  been  denied  more  than  two 
years  before. 

Claimant  alleges  that  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  Barber,  the  receiver— 
who  was  yet  receiver  at  the  time  of  the  hearing — that  "  he  wonld  not 
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be  required  to  do  any  breaking  antil  his  application  to  amend  was  de- 
cided."  If  this  be  true,  the  receiver  misinformed  him ;  for  local  officers 
have  no  authority  to  authorize  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States;  nor  can  such  violation  be  excused  on  the  score  of  misinforma- 
tion by  them.  Fending  the  decision  of  your  office  on  an  application  ta 
amend,  the  claimant  should  comply  with  the  law.  To  hold  differently 
would  enable  a  party  who  desired  to  violate  or  evade  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  to  apply,  under  any  pretext,  to  amend,  and  then  postpone  break- 
ing, planting  or  cultivation  until  such  time  as  your  office  should  reach 
and  act  upon  the  application,  and  notify  him  of  the  result. 

For  the  reasons  herein  given,  I  reverse  the  decision  of  your  office^ 
and  direct  that  Milward's  entry  be  canceled. 


pre'emption'-residence)  evidence. 
Knox  v.  Bassett. 

Cultivation  and  improvement  cannot  be  accepted  as  the  equivalent  of  residence. 
Evidence  is  not  admuwible  as  to  acts  performed  on  the  land  after  the  initiation  of  the 
contest. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  11,  1887, 

I  herewith  transmit  the  papers  accompanying  a  motion  by  the  defend- 
ant in  the  case  of  Knox  v,  Bassett,  involving  pre-emption  cash  entry 
No.  3707,  Huron,  Dakota,  for  a  review  of  departmental  decision  of 
Augast  17th  last  adverse  to  him. 

Said  motion  and  the  argument  in  support  of  it  I  have  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  I  fail  to  find  any  good  reason  for  granting  it.  The  assign- 
ments of  error  are  three,  which  on  examination  are  reduced  to  one,  to 
wit,  error  in  holding  that  the  claimant  did  not  establish  a  residence  on 
the  land.  Said  finding  is  a  conclusion  of  fact,  upon  the  contradictory 
evidence  produced  at  the  hearing,  and  was  made  in  conformity  to  a  well- 
known  ruling  in  relation  to  the  intention  of  the  claimant  in  going 
upon  the  laud,  which  appears  in  several  cases  cited  in  the  decision. 

The  motion  before  me  alleges  generally  that  the  decision  is  '^contrary 
to  law,^  but  it  fails  to  point  out  any  statute  or  ruling  which  was  over- 
looked. In  fact,  it  quotes  from  the  case  of  Grimshaw  v.  Taylor  (4  L. 
D.,  330)  the  ruling  above  mentioned,  as  properly  governing  the  case. 
There  is  therefore  no  error  of  law  to  be  considered.  Nor  is  there  al- 
leged the  omission  of  any  controlling  fact,  which  would  amount  to  an 
error  of  fact.  The  motion,  then,  rests  wholly  on  the  allegation  that 
said  finding  is  ^<  contrary  to  the  evidence.''  But  there  is  no  rule  of 
practice  better  settled  than  that  enforced  in  the  late  case  of  Long  v. 
Knotts  (5  L.  D.,  150),  to  wit,  that  a  review  will  not  be  granted  on  the 
allegation  that  a  decision  is  against  the  evidence  when  the  evidence  is 
contradictory. 
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AccompanyiDp;  this  motion  is  an  affidavit  by  Bassett  alleging  that 
^^  since  the  hearing"  he  has  done  certain  things  on  the  claim,  to  wit, 
breaking  and  planting  an  additional  quantity  of  land ;  and  he  asks 
that  said  allegations  be  accepted ''as  supplemental  to  the  proof  in 
this  case,  and  ''as  farther  evidence  of  his  good  faith."  This  request 
cannot  be  granted;  for,  in  the  first  place,  proof  of  cultivation  is  in  no 
sense  evidence  of  residence;  in  the  second  place,  an  ex-parte  affidavit 
cannot  be  admitted  to  an  equality  with  the  testimony  of  witnesses  sub- 
jected to  cross-examination ;  and,  thirdly,  acts  done  on  the  land  after 
initiation  of  contest  are  incompetent  as  evidence  in  the  case  (Donly  v. 
Spring,  4  L.  D.,  542).  It  is  manifest  that  a  contest  raises  an  issue  as 
to  the  contestee's  past  compliance  with  the  law  in  good  faith;  and  to 
-admit  as  evidence  his  future  acts  on  the  land  would  be  incongruous 
and  absurd.  Furthermore,  it  would  invite  the  contestee  to  manufacture 
•evidence  in  his  own  favor,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  an  impartial  judg- 
ment on  the  actual  issue.  In  the  case  at  bar,  the  consideration  of  these 
allegations  in  a  motion  for  review  would  be  an  equally  wide  departure 
from  correct  principle ;  because  they  cover  facts  arising  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  trial,  when  both  parties  had  had  their  day  in  court  and 
had  rested  their  cases,  and  when,  by  the  settled  rules  of  law  and  of 
Land  Department  practice  (Rule  72),  the  rights  of  the  respective  con- 
testants to  the  land  are  to  be  determined  from  the  evidence  submitted. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  motion  for  review  must  be  denied. 


RAILROAD  ORANTSTATE  SELECTION. 

WiNONA  &  St.  Petbb  E.  R.  Oo. 

The  informal  Dotation  of  the  words  '*  set  aside,"  opposite  the  description  of  a  tract  of 
land  in  an  approved  list  of  indemnity  school  selections,  will  not  be  treated  as  a 
rejection  or  cancellation  of  said  selection. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  January  12, 1887. 

On  April  22, 1885,  E.  Peter  Bertrand  made  application  to  be  allowed 
to  enter,  under  the  timber  culture  laws,  the  "SE,  ^  of  Sec.  33,  T.  109  N., 
B.  32  W.,  Tracy  land  district,  Minnesota.  His  application  was  rejected, 
because  said  tract  had  been  <^  selected  and  approved  to  the  State  of 
Minnesota  as  indemnity  school  land;''  and  also  because  the  tract  was 
within  the  six  miles  granted  limits  of  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter  Railroad 
Company,  under  act  of  March  3,  1857  (11  Stat.,  195). 

From  this  rejection  Bertrand  appealed,  and  on  June  15, 1885,  you 
approved  the  ai^tion  of  the  local  officers. 

You  state  that  the  tract  in  question  was  ''  selected  by  the  State  May 
14, 1863,  in  lieu  of  school  lands  lost  in  T.  108  N.,  S.  24  W.,  and  the  se- 
lection is  still  intact  upon  the  official  records  unadjusted." 
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The  map  of  defiuito  locatioD  of  the  line  of  the  railroad  opposite  to  said 
tract  was  filed  Aucast  3,  1864,  at  which  time  its  rights  attached,  and 
the  laud  was  selected  by  the  company  May  23, 1872;  and  this  selection 
also  remains  upon  the  records  intact. 

lu  view  of  this  state  of  facts,  in  your  said  decision  of  June  15,  1885? 
it  is  held  that  ^'The  school  selection  above  mentioned  subsisting  at  the 
date  of  the  attachment  of  the  railroad  rights  excepted  the  land  em- 
braced from  the  grant,  and  it  is  a  bar  to  any  other  selection,  filing  or 
entry."  And  thereupon  yon  held  for  cancellation  the  railroad  selection 
and  approved  the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  rejecting  the  application 
of  Bertrand. 

From  this  action  the  company  alone  appealed,  and  it  is  insisted  in  its 
behalf  that  there  was  error  in  holding  that  said  State  selection  was  sub- 
sisting at  the  date  of  the  attachment  of  the  company's  rights. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  State  did  make  selection  of  the  tract  as  stated 
on  May  14,  1863,  but  it  is  asserted  that  on  July  21, 1803,  when  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  approved  the  list  containing  said  selection,  he 
"set  aside" — that  is,  rejected — the  selection  of  said  NE.  J. 

An  examination  of  the  records  in  your  office  shows  that  opposite  to 
the  said  NE.  i,  on  the  list  approved  by  the  Secretary,  are  written  the 
words  "  set  aside."  By  whom  this  notation  was  made,  or  for  what  pur- 
pose, is  not  apparent.  Ko  formal  decision  has  ever  been  made  canceling 
said  selection,  nor  any  action  taken  to  notify  the  State  that  the  same 
was  ''set  aside;"  and  no  other  lands  have  been  awarded  to  it  in  lieu  of 
the  tract  thus  selected.  To  claim  that  a  selection  of  proper  lands,  for- 
mally and  regularly  made,  the  approval  of  which  has  thus  informally 
been  suspended,  or  '^  set  aside,"  without  known  cause  or  proper  notice 
given,  is  a  rejection  and  cancellation  of  the  same  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
State's  right  thereto,  is  a  contention  not  based  either  upon  justice  or 
technical  law,  and  will  not  be  further  considered. 

I  therefore  concur  with  you  that  said  State  selection,  pending  at  the 
date  of  attachment  of  the  railroad  grant,  excepted  the  tract  in  question 
from  the  operation  of  said  grant,  and  I  affirm  your  decision  in  said  case. 

HOMESTEAD— SOLDIERS'  DECLARATORY  STATEMENT. 

Snydee  V.  Ellison. 

To  secure  the  right  initiated  by  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement,  entry,  settlement 
and  improvement  must  follow  the  filing  within  six  months. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  12, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  H.  Snyder  v.  Robert  E.  Ellison, 
involving  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  19,  T.  110  N.,  K.  59  W.,  Huron,  Dakota,  on 
appeal  by  Ellison  from  your  office  decision  of  December  11,  1884. 

On  May  17, 1881,  Ellison  filed  preemption  declaratory  statement  on 
the  SE.  ^  of  the  said  section  and  town,  claiming  settlement  four  days 
2278  DEC ^23 
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prior.  Oil  September  4, 1882,  he  also  filed  soldier's  declaratory  state- 
ment for  the  tract  in  controversy.  Afterwards  on  December  14, 1882, 
he  made  final  proof  and  cash  entry  on  his  pre-emption  claim.  On  Jan- 
nary  15, 1883,  Snyder  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  in  controversy, 
and  subsequently  on  February  28,  1883,  Ellison  also  made  homestead 
entry  on  same  tract. 

There  seems  to  be  some  question  as  to  how  the  hearing  in  the  present 
controversy  was  brought  about.  The  register  and  receiver,  in  their  de- 
cision, state  that  it  was  <'  in  the  matter  of  the  protest  of  John  H.  Snyder 
against  the  final  proof  of  Ellison.  The  correctness  of  this  statement 
the  attorney  for  Ellison  denies  and  asserts  that  '^  said  hearing  was  the 
result  of  an  affidavit  filed  by  Snyder,  but  which  affidavit  did  not  set 
out  grounds  sufficient  to  warrant  a  hearing."  Whilst  making  this  state- 
ment the  attorney  waives  any  supposed  irregularities  in  this  respect, 
and  submits  the  case  upon  the  law  and  facts,  as  though  contest  or  pro- 
test had  been  regularly  made.  Neither  the  said  final  proof  or  affidavit 
alluded  to  is  to  be  found  in  the  record.  But  on  this  waiver  of  errors 
the  case  will  be  considered  as  though  regularly'  brought  to  trial. 

The  hearing  was  had  before  the  local  officers  at  Huron  on  July  29, 
1883,  at  which  both  parties  were  present  in  person  and  by  attorneys. 
After  considering  the  testimony  then  submitted,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry  of  Ellison, 
which  action  was  approved  by  your  oflSce. 

The  decision  of  the  register  and  receiver  and  of  your  office  both  hold 
that  the  soldier's  declaratory  statement  of  Ellison  filed  whilst  he  held 
and  was  residing  upon  another  tract  of  land,  under  a  pre-emption  claim, 
on'which  he  had  not  then  made,  but  did  afterwards  make,  final  proof, 
was  illegal  in  its  inception,  and  the  homestead  entry  based  thereon 
must  fall,  in  view  of  the  intervening  homestead  entry  of  Snyder. 

It  is  insisted  by  Ellison,  in  reply  to  this,  that  conceding  his  disability 
to  hold  the  premises  in  controversy  by  his  soldier's  declaratory  state- 
ment whilst  living  on  another  tract  of  land  under  a  pre-emption  claim, 
yet  when  on  December  4,  1882,  he  made  final  proof  on  the  latter  and 
received  final  certificate  therefor,'  his  said  disability  was  removed,  and 
with  it  all  bar  to  the  consummation  of  a  homestead  entry  based  on  his 
said  soldier's  declaratory  statement — no  intervening  right  having,  at  that 
time,  attached  to  said  tract.  To  sust>ain  this  position,  Mann  v.  Huk  (3 
L.  D.,  452)  and  Martinson  v.  Khude  (500,  ib.)  and  cases  therein  referred 
to,  are  cited. 

Had  Ellison  commenced  his  '^  settlement  and  improvement"  upon  the 
tract  in  controversy  before  the  filing  of  the  intervening  claim  of  Snyder, 
then  his  case  would  have  come  within  the  rulings  of  the  cases  quoted, 
and  the  illegality  in  his  filing,  which  is  conceded  by  his  counsel  to  have 
existed,  would  have  been  cured.  But  he  did  not  do  this.  For,  though 
he  made  homestead  entry  within  six  months  after  the  date  of  his  filing, 
lie  did  not  ^^ commence  his  settlement  and  improvement"  until  after 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  355 

the  expiration  of  more  than  six  months  from  said  date.  Oonseqaently 
it  is  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  determine  whether  it  was  incompetent 
for  him  to  file  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  whilst  hoUliog  aaother 
tract  under  a  preemption  declaratory  statement;  and  whether,  if  such 
incompetency  existed,  it  was  removed,  upon  making  final  proof  and 
cash  entry  on  said  pre-emption  claim ;  and  his  right  under  said  soldier's 
declaratory  statement  thereafter  was  as  good  and  complete  as  though 
said  incompetency  had  never  existed. 

It  is  true  that  in  regard  to  this  question  of  settlement  Ellison  claims 
that  he  was  prevented  from  making  It  sooner,  because  he  could  not  get 
lumber  to  build  with  in  the  neighborhood;  that  when  this  fact  was 
ascertained,  he  purchased  a  shanty  near  by  but  was  unable  to  haul  it 
across  an  intervening  creek,  because  of  the  ice  and  high  water,  until 
March  17,  1883,  and  established  his  residence  therein  two  days  later. 

A  careful  examination  and  consideration  of  the  testimony  fails  to 
bear  out  these  statements.  The  effort  to  obtain  lumber  consisted  of  in- 
quiring— in  the  latter  part  of  February — for  a  particular  kind  of  only 
one  firm  of  dealers,  though  others  were  equally  accessible.  His  own 
witnesses  prove  that,  whilst  the  creek,  spoken  of,  was  at  times  impas- 
sable for  teams  during  February  and  March,  at  other  times  it  was  easily 
passable.  There  is  also  testimony  to  show  that  on  another  trial  of 
some  kind  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  Ellison  whilst  on  oath  stated 
that  he  commenced  his  residence  on  this  tract  on  April  9,  not  March. 
Whilst  admitting  he  so  swore,  he  says  that  he  was  mistaken  at  that 
time.  But  it  is  observed  that  whilst  he  says  he  commenced  his  resi- 
dence upon  the  tract  on  March  19,  1883,  not  one  of  his  three  witnesses 
or  either  of  Snyder's  saw  him  on  the  land  before  some  time  in  June, 
1883.  Indeed,  the  testimony  satisfies  me  that  from  the  time  he  made 
final  proof  on  December  4,  1882,  up  to  within  a  short  time  before  con- 
test if  he  had  any  home  it  was  at  the  house  of  William  N.  Rogers,  one 
of  his  witnesses.  Indeed,  he  says  himself  that  he  had  no  fixed  home ; 
that  he  was  engaged  in  an  itinerant  business,  with  advertised  engage- 
ments in  different  localities  away  from  the  land,  six  days  out  of  the 
week ;  and  that  his  time  was  equally  divided  between  the  towns  of 
Huron  and.  Gavour — occasionally  stopping  with  Rogers.  When  asked 
to  state  how  much  time  he  lived  on  the  land,  his  reply  was :  '*  I  have 
never  kept  track  of  the  number  of  nights.  I  have  been  there  as  much 
as  I  could  get  there.  My  business  has  been  away"  (p.  51,  Rec).  The 
improvements  claimed  are  the  shanty,  thirteen  by  fourteen,  and  an 
addition  ten  by  ten  for  a  stable,  and  five  acres  of  breaking.  All  the  tes. 
tiroony  on  his  side  as  to  residence  and  improvement  is  of  the  most  meagre 
and  unsatisfactory  character;  and  on  the  whole  evidence  I  am  satisfied 
that  Ellison  never  established  residence  upon  said  tract  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  the  present  controversy.  On  the  other  hand,  the  testi- 
mony of  Snyder  shows  that  on  the  opening  of  the  spring  he  made  settle- 
ment and  commenced  improvement  upon  the  tract,  breaking  and  culti 
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vating  between  forty  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  built  a  good  comfortable 
board  bouse,  with  sbingle  roof,  cellar,  well  and  pump,  all  worth  about 
$800,  and  took  up  his  actual  residence,  with  his  family,  in  the  house  on 
July  10, 1883,  and  has  been  there  since. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  judgment,  and  direct  the  cancellation  of  the 
homestead  entry  of  Ellison. 


RAILROAD  GUANT— DEFINITE  LOCATIOX. 

Mattson  V.  St.  Paul  M.  &.  M.  Ry.  Co. 

Precedence,  as  agaiust  a  railroad  grant,  is  accorded  a  hoinedteud  entry  made  on  the 

day  when  the  map  of  definite  location  wan  iiled. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparl's^  January  13, 1887. 

The  land  involved  in  this  case  is  the  NE.  J  of  NE.  J  and  Lots  2,  3 
and  7,  Sec.  17,  T.  132  N.,  R.  46  W.,  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  is 
claimed  by  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway  Compauy, 
under  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  by  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3, 1857  (11  Stat.,  195),  because  within  the  primary  limits 
of  its  road. 

The  map  of  definite  location  of  the  road  past  this  land  was  filed  in 
the  Land  Office  and  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  May  10, 
1869,  and  on  the  same  day  the  tracts  here  in  question  were  entered 
under  the  homestead  law  by  one  Edwin  A.  Knapp,  per  homestead  entry 
No.  137,  which  was  canceled  June  11,  1877. 

June  4,  1884,  Edwin  Mattson  applied  to  file  declaratory  statement 
for  these  tracts,  alleging  settlement  May  7,  preceding.  This  applica- 
tion was  rejected  by  the  local  office,  for  the  reason  that  Lots  2,  3  and 
7  were  claimed  by  the  State  under  the  swamp  land  grant.  From  this 
rejection  Mattson  duly  appealed,  and  the  swamp  claim  of  the  State 
having  been  finally  rejected  April  2,  1885,  you  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1885,  reversed  the  action  of  the  local  office  and  allowed  the  application 
of  Mattson,  subject  to  appeal  by  the  railway  company.  The  company 
has  appealed,  and  the  case  is  now  here  for  consideration. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  company  that  its  map  of  definite  location  was 
filed  in  November,  1857,  long  before  the  lands  in  this  township  were 
purveyed,  and  that  its  right  to  the  odd  sections  within  its  primary  lim- 
its attached  on  November  9th  of  that  year.  To  this  it  is  simply  neces- 
sary to  reply  that  the  map  here  spoken  of  was  not  accepted  by  the  land 
department  as  a  map  of  definite  location  farther  west  than  the  west 
line  of  Range  38 — that  being  as  far  west  as  the  public  surveys  extended. 
In  fact,  that  map  has  not  been  considered  by  the  company  as  its  map 
of  definite  location,  as  the  records  of  your  office  abundantly  testify. 
The  rulings  of  the  Department  at  that  time  was  that  the  line  of  road 
was  not  definitely  fixed  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  so  far  as  it 
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passed  over  unsurvej^ed  land.  1  Lester,  538.  This  beiiif?  the  ruling^ 
of  the  Department  when  said  map  was  filed,  and  the  company  having^ 
acted  npon  that  rnling  and  afterwardvS  filed  another  map  of  definite 
location,  should  now  be  held  to  abide  by  its  own  action. 

You  rejected  the  claim  of  the  company,  because  on  the  day  its  map 
of  definite  location  was  filed,  the  tracts  were  entered  by  Knapp  under 
the  homestead  law.  In  this  I  think  you  were  correct.  Such  ruling  is 
io  harmony  with  that  in  the  case  of  Bjorn  C.  Gjuve  (1  L.  D.,  353), 
wherein  it  was  held  that  where  a  pre-emptor  settled  on  railroad  land 
on  the  same  day  that  the  railroad  right  attached,  the  land  should  be 
awarded  to  the  settler.  See  also  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Parker 
&  Hopkins  (2  id.,  569).  The  land  having  been  excepted  from  the  rail-, 
road  grant  by  the  said  entry  of  Knapp  is  now  public  laud,  and  Matt- 
son's  application  should  be  received  for  such  of  the  tracts  as  are  found 
to  be  in  contiguous  form. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  affirmed. 


private  claim— indemsity  scrip. 
Lesseps  and  Lepretee.* 

Action  as  to  the  isHne  of  iDdemnity  scrip  under  the  act  of  June  2,  1858,  wiH  not  be 
taken  except  upon  the  application  of  one  sbowiog  an  interest  therein^ 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  January  13,  1887. 

In  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
dated  September  5, 1833,  the  private  land  claim  of  Alexander  Lesseps, 
Charles  Lesseps  and  J.  B.  Lepretre,  No.  2,  Class  B,  was  recommended 
for  confirmation.  American  State  Papers,  Gales  &  Seaton's  Ed,,  VoK 
6,  Public  Lands,  p.  673. 

Pursuant  to  this  recommendation,  Congress  confirmed  the  claim  by 
act  approved  March  3,  1835  (4  Stat.,  779). 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1883,  one  E.  B.  Mason,  claiming  to  represent 
the  heirs  of  said  confirmees,  made  application  to  the  surveyor  general 
of  Louisiana  for  a  survey  and  location  of  the  land  in  place,  and  if  that 
could  not  be  done,  he  then  requested  that  indemnity  scrip  should  issue 
under  the  act  of  June  2,1858  (11  Stat.,  294).  The  surveyor  general 
held  that  with  the  data  at  hand  it  would  be  impossible  to  locate  the 
claim  in  place,  and  also  held  that  scrip  should  not  issue,  because  the 
rule  in  the  "Bertrand''  case  (General  Land  OfiBce  Beport  for  1879,  p. 
215)  had  not  been  complied  with.  The  decision  of  the  surveyor-general 
was  affirmed  by  you  on  appeal  April  30,  1885,  from  which  affirmance 
an  ap[>eal  is  now  here  for  consideration. 

There  has  been  nothing  filed  in  your  office  or  here  showing  who  are 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  confirmees.    There  has  been  filed  simply 

*See4L.  D.,443. 
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a  copy  of  a  power  of  attorney,  given  by  August  Lesseps  to  Mr.  Mason, 
authorizing  and  empowering  him  to  prosecute  the  claim  before  the  land 
department,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  showing  that  said  August 
Lesseps  is  in  any  way  related  to  the  original  confirmees,  or  has  any  in- 
terest in  the  claim  under  consideration.  For  this  reason,  I  decline  at 
present  to  pass  upon  and  consider  the  merits  of  this  claim;  for  until  it 
be  shown  that  some  one  has  an  interest  in  it,  there  is  no  case  before  the 
land  department. 

When  an  application  shall  be  made  by  some  one  showing  himself  to 
be  the  legal  representative  of  the  confirmees  or  any  one  of  them,  and 
thus  entitled  to  be  heard  in  the  premises,  the  case  may  be  considered 
anew. 

The  present  application  is  therefore  denied. 


PREFERENCE  RIGHT  OF  ENTRY— SPECULATIVE  CONTEST, 

Neilson  r.  Shaw. 

A  preference  rigbt  of  cd try  cannot  be  secured  tbrough  a  contest  initiated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  tbe  rigbt  of  contest,  ratber  tban  securing  tbe  cancellation  of  tbo 
entry. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparlsj  October  9,  188G. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Simon  S.  Neilson  v,  Mrs.  Flora  E.  Sbaw, 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  February  11, 1886,  refusing  to  allow  him  the  preference  right  of 
entry  of  the  N.  \t.  i  of  Sec.  12,  T.  Ill  N.,  11.  01  W.,  Huron  la^d  dis- 
trict, Dakota  Territory. 

The  record  shows  that  one  John  Dunn  made  pre-emption  cash  entry 
(Sioux  Falls  series)  of  said  tract  on  June  30,  1880.  On  March  16,  and 
May  11, 1882,  the  local  land  office  transmitted  to  your  office  the  appli- 
cations of  said  Neilson  and  Shaw  to  be  allowed  to  contest  said  entry. 
On  July  15,  1882,  your  office  referred  to  the  report  of  Special  Agent 
Burke,  made  September  1880,  showing  that  said  Dunn  had  failed  to 
comply  with  the  law  as  to  residence  and  cultivation,  and  advisetl  the 
local  land  office  that  as  ^^  Simon  S.  Neilson  and  Flora  E.  Shaw  appear 
to  be  contestants  in  this  case  and  oft'er  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  hearing, 
and  i«aid  special  agent  recommends  an  investigation,  they  should  order 
a  hearing  in  the  case."  Pursuant  to  said  letter,  notice  issued  and  Sep- 
tember 21,  188i,  was  set  for  the  trial. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  Huron  land  district  in  said  Territory, 
the  case  was  transferred  to  that  office,  the  land  being  within  that  dis- 
trict. Upon  the  day  set  for  trial,  a  dilBterence  arose  as  to  which  party 
had  the  preferred  right  of  contest,  and  the  register  and  receiver  decided 
that  Neilson's  contest  should  be  tried  first,  and  Mrs.  Shaw's  contest  im- 
mediately afterwards,  on  the  same  day. 
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Under  date  of  July  25, 1883,  Neilson  filed  his  affidavit  duly  corrob- 
orated, alleging  that  he  had  attended  the  hearing  ordered  by  your  office 
letter  of  July  15,  1882,  on  the  2l8t  of  September  ensuing  ;  that  upon 
that  day  Mrs.  Shaw  appeared  and  claimed  a  right  of  contest  against 
Dunn's  said  entry ;  that  the  local  land  office  decided  that  he  had  the 
preference  right  of  contest,  and  that  his  case  must  be  heard  first,  which 
was  done  and  testimony  taken  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Sliaw  ;  that  he 
is  informed  by  the  register  that  there  is  no  record  of  any  testimony 
having  been  given  b^'  him  and  his  witnesses  on  file  in  the  local  land  of- 
fice, but  that  the  only  record  of  testimony  taken  is  that  of  Mrs.  Shaw 
and  her  witnesses ;  and  he  therefore  asked  to  be  allowed  to  substitute 
the  record  of  his  said  contest,  and  that  he  be  allowed  a  preference  right 
of  entry  of  said  tract,  as  he  was  then  residing  upon  said  land  and  had 
valuable  improvements  thereon,  consisting  of  fifty- five  acres  of  break- 
ing, a  two-story  house  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  with  cellar  and  good 
well,  sixteen  feet  deep,  together  with  other  outbuildings. 

On  November  8, 1883,  your  office  advised  the  local  land  officers  that 
Neilson  had  the  preference  right  of  entry,  for  the  reason  that  he  filed 
bis  application  to  contest  said  entry  prior  to  that  of  Mrs.  Shaw;  that 
there  was  no  need  of  another  contest,  as  the  testimony  submitted  by 
Mrs.  Shaw  abundantly  proved  that  Dunn's  entry  was  fraudulent,  and 
directed  the  local  land  officers  to  render  their  decision  upon  the  testi- 
mony submitted.  On  November  27,  1883,  the  local  land  officers  for- 
warded the  contest  papers,  and  decided  that  Dunn's  entry  should  be 
canceled,  and  the  preference  right  of  entry  awarded  'Ho  the  contestant 
whom  these  papers  show  to  have  a  preference  right."  On  April  11, 1884, 
your  office  considered  the  case,  and  held  that  the  evidence  submitted 
by  either  contestant  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  cancellation  of  said 
entry,  and  the  same  was  accordingly  canceled  by  said  decision.  Your 
office  further  decided  that  Neilson  having  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest 
first  would  have  the  preference  right  of  entry,  provided  his  contest  was 
legal;  that  it  was  alleged  that  Neilson's  contest  was  initiated  for  spec- 
ulative purposes,  and  that  he  had  several  other  contests  pending,  which 
were  also  speculative.  Your  office  accordingly  ordered  a  hearing  to 
determine  which  had  the  legal  right  of  entry.  Said  hearing  was  duly 
held,  both  parties  appearing  in  person,  and  were  represented  by  counsel. 
Upon  the  evidence  submitted  the  local  land  officers  on  January  30, 1885, 
awarded  the  right  of  entry  to  Neilson.  On  appeal  your  office,  on  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1885,  examined  the  testimony,  in  the  case,  found  that  Mrs. 
Shaw  first  settled  upon  the  land;  that  Neilson's  contest  was  speculative 
and  fraudulent,  and  that  the  preference  right  of  entry  should  be  awarded 
to  Mrs.  Shaw. 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  the  appellant  that,  because  he  had  filed 
his  affidavit  of  contest  first,  he  should  be  allowed  the  preference  right 
of  entry  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May 
14, 1880  (21  Stat.,  140). 
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While  that  is  true  as  a  general  rule,  yet  it  is  observed  that  Neilson's 
preference  right  to  enter  said  tract  was  refused  by  your  office  for  tbe 
reason  that  his  contest  was  illegal  and  fraudulent,  and  hence  no  bar  to 
the  initiation  of  a  legal  contest  by  Mrs.  Shaw.  It  appears  that  Mrs. 
Shaw  was  allowed  to  proceed  with  her  contest  under  said  decision  ? 
that  she  furnished  testimony  sufficient  to  warrant  the  cancellation  of 
Dunn's  entry  ;  that  she  first  settled  upon  said  land  and  made  improve- 
ments thereon.  The  testimony  also  shows  that  !N"eilsdn  stated  that  he 
had  from  four  to  twelve  contests  pending  at  the  same  time;  that  he  was 
offering  the  withdrawal  of  said  contests  for  sale  to  different  parties; 
that  he  tried  to  negotiate  with  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Shaw  for  the  sale  of 
his  claim  to  said  tract ;  that  after  the  refusal  of  Mrs.  Shaw's  brother  to 
purchase  his  withdrawal  of  said  contest,  Neilscn  moved  on  the  land 
with  his  famil}'  and  began  making  improvements  in  the  summer  of 
1883.  Mr.  Neilson  admits  that  he  had  three  contests  against  different 
entries  pendiug  at  the  same  time,  including  the  one  in  the  present  case. 

On  December  22, 1882  (0  C.  L.  O.,  18G),  yonr  office  instructed  the  local 
land  officers  at  Grand  Forks,  in  said  Territory,  that  "in  future  yoa 
will  allow  but  one  contest  against  a  homestead  entry,  and  one  contest 
against  a  timber  entry  to  the  same  party  at  the  same  time.  . 
Fraudulent  entries  and  contests  for  speculative  purposes  cannot  and 
will  not  be  allowed  by  this  Department.'^ 

On  April  9,  1883,  your  office,  in  the  case  of  De  Laney  v.  Bowers  (1  L. 
D.,  189),  held  that  where  parties  initiate  contests,  withdraw  them  before 
the  day  ot  trial,  then  renew  contests,  such  contests  cannot  be  regarded 
as  made  in  good  faith. 

In  the  case  of  O'Kane  v.  Woody  (2  L.  D.,  64)  this  Department  quoted 
that  portion  of  said  instructions  with  approval.  See  also  instructions 
to  Enron  Office,  September  22,  1884  (3  L.  D.,  120). 

It  is  true  thatin  the  case  of  Johnson  v.  Bishop  (2  L.  D.,  67),  it  was 
held  that  it  may  fairl}'  be  presumed  that  all  contests  are  originated 
for  the  immediate  personal  benefit  of  the  contestant,  and  that  the  na- 
ture of  the  motive  prompting  the  initiation  of  a  contest  would  not  on  tbe 
application  of  a  stranger  form  a  proper  basis  for  investigation.  But 
this  ruling  has  been  modified  in  several  cases,  so  as  to  allow  a  contest 
to  be  attacked  for  fraud  where  it  was  initiated  in  collusion  with  tbe  eu- 
tryman,  and  where  it  was  commenced,  not  for  the  puri)ose  of  canceling^ 
the  entry,  but  rather  to  keep  the  entry  of  record,  and  enable  the  con- 
testant to  speculate  upon  his  right  of  contest.  Brown  u.  Brown,  and 
Moses  V.  Brown  (2  L.  D.,  259);  Thorpe  et  aU  v.  McWilliams  (3  L.  D., 
341);  Melcher  v.  Clark  (4  L.  D.,  504). 

In  Ausiiu  v,  Korin  (4  L.  D.,  461),  the  Department  held  that  although 
the  successful  contestant  may  not  have  intended  lo  enter  the  laud  at 
the  time  of  filing  the  contest,  yet  that  will  not  bar  him  of  the  privi- 
lege of  exercising  that  right  at  any  time  within  thirty  days  from  date 
of  notice  of  cancellation.    But  it  was  not  intended  to  rule  that  aeon- 
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testant,  who  did  not  initiate  his  contest  for  the  purpose  of  procuriDg 
the  cancellation  of  an  entry,  but  rather  for  the  purpose  of  selling  his 
right  of  contest  to  the  highest  bidder,  could  secure  the  preference  right 
of  entry  by  virtue  of  his  fraudulent  contest.  The  underlying  principle 
in  the  laws  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain  is  that  every  appli- 
cant and  every  contestant  in  his  every  act,  in  endeavoring  to  secure  a 
tract  of  public  lanil  shall  show  good  faith.  Such  was  the  express  ruling 
of  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Dayton  v.  Hause  et  al.  (4  L.  D.,  2G3). 

It  appears  that  Mrs.  Shaw  first  settled  upon  the  tract  of  land  in  con- 
troversy ;  that  Neilson  subsequently  settled  upon  the  land  and  made 
improvements  before  the  cancellation  of  Dunn's  entry.  While  neither 
could  acquire  any  right  by  virtue  of  such  settlementas  against  the  United 
States,  or  the  record  eutryman,  yet  as  between  the  settlers  priority  of 
settlement  may  be  properly  considered.  Geer  v.  Farrington  (4  L.D., 
410). 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  record  discloses  no  good  reason 
why  said  decision  should  be  disturbed,  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  on  June  2Gth  last  Neilson  was 
allowed  to  make  homestead  entry  No.  11,55G  of  said  tract.  It  is  not  un- 
derstood by  what  authority  th<at  was  done,  when  there  was  an  appeal 
pending  from  your  office  decision  awarding  the  land  to  Mrs.  Shaw. 
Neilson's  said  entry  should  be  canceled. 


FINAL  PIWOF—REQ  UIltEMENTS, 

George  Rose. 

Final  proof  must  be  takeu  on  iho  day  named  in  the  notice,  and  the  testimony  of  the 
claimant  and  his  witnesses  taken  before  the  same  officer. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroxc  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  14,  1887. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1885,  you  suspended  the  pre-emption  cash 
entry  of  George  Eose,  covering  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  8,  T.  130,  R.  63,  Fargo, 
Dakota  Territory,  for  the  reason  that  the  proof  was  not  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  published  notice  of  intention  to  make  proof  The  pub- 
lished notice  of  intention  announces  that  *'  the  testimony  of  witnesses 
will  be  taken  before  Ed.  A.  Smith,  notary  public,  at  Ellendale,  Dakota 
Territory,  and  the  testimony  of  claimant  will  be  taken  before  William 
H.  Becker,  judge  of  the  probate  court  at  Elleudale,  Dakota,  on  the  28th 
day  of  November,  1883." 

The  testimony  was  taken  on  the  24th  day  of  November.  As  your 
letter  to  the  local  oflticers  very  truly  says :  "  This  action  avoided  the 
very  thing  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  the  publication  of  such  notice, 
and  deprived  interested  parties  of  the  op[)ortunity  accorded  them  by 
law  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  or  present  counter  testimony  at  the 
time  when  proof  was  offered." 
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I  affirm  your  decision  rejecting  said  proof.  You  are  directed  to  notify 
the  local  officers  to  inform  the  applicant  that  he  will  be  required  to  file 
with  the  register  for  publication  another  notice  of  intention  to  make  final 
proof,  and  then  to  make  proof  on  the  day  set  forth  in  the  notice — ^the 
testimon3'  of  the  claimant  and  his  witnesses  all  to  be  taken  before  the 
same  officer,  iiT  accordance  with  the  practice  as  laid  down  in  the  circular 
of  March  30,  1880  (4  L.  D.,  473). 


PEACTICE-^TESTIMONY  TAKEN  BEFORE  A  COMMISSIONER. 

McKlNNEY  V,  DOOLEY. 

Testitnou}'  wlien  taken  before  a  commissioner  should  be  sealed  up  aud  transmitted  to 

the  local  office  by  mail  or  express. 
Testimony  thus  taken^  but  delivered  to  the  local  office  through  au  attorney  for  one  of 

the  parties,  who  had  the  same  in  his  possession  for  some  time,  will  not  be  con> 

sidered. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  14,  1887. 

James  H.  Dooley,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1880,  made  homestead  entry  of 
the  N.  i  of  the  NW.J  of  Sec.  22,  T.  138,  R.  82,  Bismarck,  Dakota  Ter- 
ritory.  Contest  was  initiated  by  William  H.  McKinney  March  27, 1884, 
alleging  failure  to  comply  with  the  law  as  to  residence.  The  register 
appointed  E.  J.  Steele  (a  notary  public)  a  commissioner  to  take  the  tes- 
timony. On  October  3,  1884,  the  register  and  receiver  rendered  decis- 
ion adverse  to  claimant.  Prior  to  this  date,  however,— to  wit,  August 
4,  1884 — counsel  for  Doole^^  moved  to  dismiss  the  contest,  on  the  ground 

'^That  the  testimony  taken  in  said  cause  has  been  in  possession  of  the 
attorney  for  the  contestant  herein,  and  that  said  testimony  was  delivered 
to  said  land  office  by  the  attorney  for  the  contestant;  and  the  said  con- 
testee  objects  to  the  consideration  of  said  testimony,  or  any  part  thereof, 
in  said  contest." 

Decision  being  rendered  notwithstanding  the  above  objection,  claim- 
ant appealed  to  your  office,  contending  that  the  local  officers  erred  in 
considering  the  testimony,  '<as  the  fact  of  said  testimony  being  in  the 
possession  of  T.  J,  Mitchell,  the  said  attorney  for  the  contestant,  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  said  register."  M.  J.  Edgerly,  counsel  for 
claimant,  makes  affidavit  '^  that  said  testimony  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  Mitchell  until  delivered  by  him  to  John  A.  Bea,  the 
register  of  said  land  office,  as  your  affiant  is  informed  by  the  said  T.  J. 
Mitchell  aud  the  said  John  A.  Ilea." 

Your  office  decision  of  July  20, 1885,  referring  to  this  statement,  says : 
"  Nothing  is  ofiPered  in  support  of  this  allegation ;  and  I  must  conclude, 
though  you  are  silent  in  regard  to  the  matter,  that  the  case  was  prop- 
erly conducted." 

The  fact  referred  to  was  one  which  had  been  persistently  urged  upon 
the  attention  of  the  register  as  a  reason  why  he  should  dismiss  the  con- 
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test:  Qpon  that  point  the  case  was  appealed ;  and  whea  Mr.  Ed^erly's 
affidavit  that  the  register  had  iuformed  him  of  that  fact,  which  affidavit 
was  sworo  to  before  said  register,  was  transmitted  to  you  by  the  reg- 
ister, it  is  safe  to  assume,  in  the  absence  of  denial  by  the  register,  that 
the  register  did  so  inform  him,  and  that  the  information  was  correct. 
Furthermore :  when  the  attorney  for  contestant,  whose  cSse  hinges  en- 
tirely upon  this  one  point,  fails  to  deny  that  he  informed  the  counsel 
for  claimant  that  he  had  the  testimony  in  his  possession  for  an  indefi- 
nite time,  and  that  he  delivered  it  to  the  register,  it  increases  the  pre- 
sumption to  an  absolute  certainty*.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  seems 
to  me  hardly  correct  to  hold  that  ^'  nothing  is  offered  in  support  of  this 
allegation,"  and  hence  to  "  conclude  that  the  case  was  properly  con- 
ducted." 

Rule  35  of  Practice,  paragraph  3  (substantially  the  same  as  Rule  30  of 
those  in  effect  at  the  date  of  the  hearing  in  this  case),  provides  that 
"testimony  so  taken"  (i.  e.,  before  any  officer  other  than  the  register 
and  receiver)  "must  be  certified  to,  seated  up, and  transmitted  by  mail 
or  express  to  the  register  and  receiver,  and  the  receipt  thereof  at  the 
local  office  noted  on  the  papers." 

It  is  of  obvious  importance  in  securing  the  ends  of  justice  that  this 
rule  be  strictly  observed  ;  and  there  having  clearly  been  a  gross  viola- 
tion thereof  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  objection  having  been  promptly 
made,  tbe  testimony  ought  not  to  have  been  considered. 

I  therefore  modify  said  office  decision,  and  direct  that  a  new  hearing 
be  had,  after  due  notice  to  the  parties  in  interest. 


rilAC FIVE— TIMBER  CULTURE  COKTEST. 

Anderson  t\  Hamilton. 

Xou-cooipliauce  with  the  law  being  shown,  the  burden  of  proof  is  thereafter  upou 
the  eutrynian  to  show  his  good  faith  and  s  itisfactory  reasons  fur  his  failure  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommisaloner  Sparks,  January  13,  1887. 

October  23,  1830,  David  E.  Hamilton  made  timber  culture  entry  No. 
1380  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  10,  T.  109  N.,  R.  38  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Tracy, 
Minnesota,  and  on  the  19th  of  March,  1884,  Thomas  A.  Anderson  initi- 
ated contest  against  said  entry,  the  charge  being  that  Hamilton  had — 

"failed  during  the  third  year  after  date  of  entry  to  plant  in  trees,  tree 
seeds,  or  cuttings,  five  acres  of  said  tract,  and  failed  to  cultivate  to  crop 
or  otherwise  a  second  five  ucrcs  of  said  claim  during  said  third  year. 
There  are  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  growing  trees  on  said  claim  at  the 
present  time,  and  no  portion  of  said  claim  prepared  for  the  planting  of 
timber  duriug  the  fourth  year  after  entry." 
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From  the  evidence  submitted  at  a  hearing  duly  and  regrularly  had  on 
the  19th  of  May  following,  the  local  officers  found  that  the  material 
charges  in  the  affidavit  of  contest  had  been  sustained,  and  they  there- 
fore recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  Upon  appeal,  you  re- 
versed their  decision  and  dismissed  the  contest  by  letter  of  May  1,  1885. 
From  your  decision  an  appeal  is  brought  here. 

The  evidence  shows,  and  the  register  and  receiver  so  found,  that  in 
June,  1883,  the  defendant  caused  to  be  planted  about  five  acres  in  trees 
and  cuttings.  Nearly  all  of  these  failed  to  leaf  out  and  grow,  for  the 
very  obvious  reason  that  the  ground  was  not  in  proper  condition  for 
plantings  and  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  when  said  planting  was 
done.  The  tract  was  not  protected,  as  is  the  custom  of  tree  growers  in 
that  country,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  a  fire  swept  over  the  tract  and 
destroyed  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  trees  that  grew.  So  that  when  contest 
was  initiated,  there  were  but  a  few  trees  of  any  kind  or  chaiacter  upon 
the  land— some  say  not  more  than  ten,  others  say  possibly  nearly  a 
hundred. 

You  hold  that  the  evidence  offered  to  prove  no  cultivation  the  third 
year  was  inadmissible.  In  this  you  erred,  as  one  of  the  charges  in  the 
affidavit  of  contest  was  failure  to  cultivate  a  second  five  acres  of  said 
claim  during  the  third  year  of  the  entry.  This  charge  is  sustained  by 
an  abundance  of  testimony,  in  fact,  is  not  denied  anywhere  or  by  any- 
body. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  material  charges  in  the  affidavit  of.  contest 
are  sustained.  There  had  been  no  cultivation  of  a  second  five  acres 
during  the  third  year  of  the  entry,  and  there  were  but  few  trees,  and 
they  of  a  very  inferior  character  on  the  claim  nesirly  three  and  a  half 
years  after  the  entry  was  made.  These  being  established,  the  burden 
of  proof  is  upon  the  entryman  to  show  his  good  faith  and  satisfactory 
reasons  for  the  evident  failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  law.  This 
was  distinctly  ruled  by  the  local  officers,  and  I  think  correctly,  too. 
Donly  v.  Spring  (4  L.  D.,  542).  In  this  I  think  the  claimant  has  fallen 
far  short  in  his  evidence.  For,  as  already  stated,  while  the  evidence 
shows  that  some  plantiug  was  done,  it  shows  that  such  work  wa^s  done 
when  the  ground  was  in  no  condition  conducive  to  the  growth  of  plants 
and  trees.  This  is  surely  no  evidence  of  good  faith.  It  was  expressly* 
ruled  by  this  Department,  in  the  case  of  Caviness  v,  Harrah  (4  L.  D., 
174),  that  the  planting  of  trees  should  be  done  when  the  ground  is  in 
such  condition  as  will,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be  favorable  to 
their  growth. 

Finding  the  facts  as  I  do,  I  agree  with  the  local  officers  in  that  said 
entry  should  be  canceled.  The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore  re- 
versed. 
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PR  AC  TK  E—HEA  R I  KG  ;  REL INQ  VISHMENT. 

DEMING  V.  CUTHBERT    ET    AL. 

It  is  competent  for  the  Departineut  to  investigate  and  determine  whether  a  relin- 
quishment was  execntcd  in  good  faith,  or  whether  in  such  matter  fraud  was 
practiced  upon  the  government. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  14,  1887. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1878,  the  local  officers  at  Yaukton,  Dakota  Ter 
ritorj,  rendered  a  decision  refusing  to  allow  one  John  N.  Johnson  to 
contest  the  timber  culture  entry  of  one  A.  R.  Wells,  for  the  SE.  J  of 
Sec.  24,  T.  117,  R.  53.  On  December  14. 1878,  your  office  modified  said 
decision  of  the  local  officers,  and  directed  that  Johnson  be  allowed  a 
preference  right  to  enter  the  tract.  Long  before  this,  however — to  wit, 
July  30,  1878 — the  local  officers  had  allowed  Charles  L.  Deming  to 
make  timber-culture  entry  of  said  tract ;  and  as  Johnson  took  advan- 
tage of  the  preference  right  allowed  him  by  your  office,  Demiug^s  en- 
try was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  office  letter  of  Febiuary  4,  1879. 
^o  formal  permission  was  given  Deming  to  make  a  new  entry,  but  he 
seems  to  have  been  tacitly  allowed  to  do  so;  for  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1880,  he  made  timber  culture  entry  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  123,  R. 
64  (Watertown  series),  Aberdeen,  Dakota  Territory. 

On  January  13, 1885,  Deming's  relinquishment  of  the  tract  last-named 
was  presented  at  the  land  office  at  Aberdeen,  Dakota  Territory,  where- 
upon his  said  entry  was  canceled,  and  David  S.  Cuthbert,  on  the  same 
date,  made  timber-culture  entry  of  the  same.  On  learning  of  this  fact, 
Deming  forwards  to  your  office  an  application  for  re-instatement  of  said 
entry,  accompanying  his  application  i>y  an  affidavit,  in  which  he  as- 
serts that  his  attorneys,  learning  that  he  had  had  one  timber-culture 
entry  canceled,  and  had  afterwards  made  another,  informed  him  that 
this  was  an  irregular  proceeding  and  would  probably  lead  him  into 
trouble,  but  that  they  would  endeavor  to  have  the  same  ''  legalized," 
if  he  would  send  them  certain  documents,  among  the  rest  an  executed 
relinquishment;  that  thereupon  affiant  did  so,  solely  in  order  to  have  his 
entry  legalized,  and  without  the  remotest  intention  of  actually  reliu- 
qaishing  it;  but  that  after  having  obtained  possession  of  the  document 
on  the  pretense  above  set  forth,  said  attorneys  sold  it,  and  pocketed 
the  proceeds.  This  affidavit  is  corroborated  by  that  of  claimant's 
brother,  and  by  a  third  party.  All  these  affidavits  affirm,  moreover, 
that  claimant  has  planted  and  cultivated  trees  in  compliance  with  law, 
up  to  the  present  time. 

You  decide  that  you  ^^see  no  reason  for  granting  Deming's  request, 
thereby  disturbing  an  innocent  party,  nor  can  "your"  office  undertake 
to  adjust  difficulties  arising  between  client  and  attorney."  From  your 
decision  claimant  appeals. 
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In  my  opinion,  it  is  competent  for  the  land  department  to  investigate 
and  determine  whether  a  relinquishment  has  been  made  in  good  faith, 
or  whether  the  department  has  been  imposed  upon  by  fraud.  In  the 
present  ease  the  affidavits  of  the  claimant  and  others  present  strong 
prima  facie  proof  of  fraud  5  but  they  are  wholly  ex  parte.  In  order  that 
this  Department  may  take  intelligent  action  in  the  case,  yon  will  direct 
that  a  hearing  be  had,  to  which  all  parties  in  interest,  including  the  at- 
torneys accused  of  the  fraud,  shall  be  cited,  to  determine  whether  said 
Deming  relinquished  said  timber-culture  entry  in  good  faith,  or  whether 
it  was  made,  as  he  alleges,  ^'for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  make 
in  place  thereof  a  technically  legal  entry  of  the  same  tract  under  the 
timber  culture  laws." 


RIGHT  OF  PURCHASE  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  JUNE  3,  187B. 

CUTTEN  V.   KOBLES. 

The  rigbt  of  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878,  wiU  uot  be  allowed  to  defeat  or 
impair  a  prior  valid  pre-eiuptioa  claim. 

Bat  if  the  timber  applicant  show  such  claim  to  be  invalid  it  will  thereafter  consti- 
tute no  bar  to  bis  purchase. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  14, 1887. 

On  the  12kh  of  March,  1883,  Jesus  Robles  filed  pre-emption  declara- 
tory statement  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  3  N.,  R.  1  E.,  Humboldt 
land  district,  California;  and  on  the  21st  of  September,  same  year,  he 
filed  application  to  publish  notice  of  intention  to  make  proof  for  the 
same  on  the  20th  of  October  ensuing. 

On  August  8,  1883,  Joseph  F.  Gutten  applied  for  the  land  under  the 
act  of  June  3,  1878  (<'  For  the  sale  of  timber  lands  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, etc.),  and  subsequently  filed  a  protest  against  Robles'  being  al- 
lowed to  make  proof  and  payment  for  the  land,  alleging  that  said  Ro- 
bles had  uot  in  good  faith  settled  upon,  inhabited,  or  improved  said 
land.    Hearing  was  had  December  3,  1883. 

As  the  result  of  said  hearing,  the  local  officers  found,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  '*  that  the  land  in  controversy  is  timber-land,  and  chiefly  valuable 
for  its  timber,"  but  reject  Cutten's  application  for  the  reason  that  "  the 
filing  of  the  timber  application  of  Cutten  was  an  error,  while  Robles' 
pre-emption  filing  was  of  record  " — citing  as  authority  the  case  of  Row- 
land V,  Clemens  (2  L.  D.,  633). 

On  appeal  by  Cutten,  your  office  (June  27, 1885)  reversed  the  decision 
of  the  local  officers;  whereupon  Robles  appeals  to  the  Department. 

The  testimony  is  in  many  respects  contradictory  beyond  reconciling. 
Robles  and  his  witnesses  testify  that  in  March,  1833,  he  cut  logs  and 
laid  the  foundation  for  a  house ;  also  cut  some  brush.    In  June  he  again 
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went  oa  the  land  with  the  same  witnesses,  and  partly  raised  the  walls 
of  his  honse ;  made  a  small  clearing,  less  than  an  acre,  in  the  brush ; 
sowed  oats  on  the  surface  and  brushed  them  in,  and  planted  a  few  peas. 
Two  of  Bobles'  own  witnesses  testify  that  this  cultivation  appeared  to 
be  done  only  "  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  not  for  a  crop."  In  August 
Eobles  again  went  to  the  land ;  finished  raising  the  walls  of  his  house, 
and  partly  roofed  it,  put  in  a  floor  of  hewed  poles,  made  a  door  <^  that 
was  never  hung,"  and  put  in  one  small  pane  of  glass.  On  each  of  these 
occasions  Bobles  went  to  the  place  one  day,  stayed  all  night  on  the 
tract,  and  returned  next  day.  He  testifies  to  remaining  all  night  on  the 
tract  twice  when  no  one  was  with  him — making  live  times  altogether, 
according  to  his  own  account,  that  he  visited  the  tract  in  the  nine  months 
between  his  settlement  and  the  hearing. 

On  the  other  hand,  three  of  Cutten's  witnesses,  surveyors,  testify  that 
they  rd^eatedly,  as  late  as  October  and  December-,  traveled  all  over  the 
land,  in  various  directions,  searching  for  indications  of  settlement,  but 
could  find  no  honse,  clearing,  or  any  indication  whatever  of  inhabit- 
ancy. 

It  is  furthermore  evident  from  the  testimony  that  the  land  is  chiefly 
valuable  for  its  timber — competent  witnesses  estimating  that  it  con- 
tains from  seven  to  ten  million  feet,  board  measure;  and  that  if  the 
timber  was  cleared  from  the  land  it  would  be  almost  or  quite  valueless 
for  agricultural  purposes. 

In  my  opinion,  Bobles  failed  to  comply  with  the  pre-emption  law  in 
respect  either  of  residence,  cultivation,  or  improvement ;  but  that  his 
object  was  to  acquire  a  valuable  tract  of  timber-land  at  the  price  of  or- 
dinary agricultural  land,  rather  than  purchase  it  at  the  increased  price 
of  timber  laud.  In  the  case  of  Bowland  v.  Clemens,  cited  by  the  local 
officers  (s^pra)j  it  was  decided  that  the  Department  would  not  allow  a 
timber  claim  to  impair  a  prima  facie  valid  preemption  claim.  But  by 
this  it  was  not  intended  to  hold  that  an  applicant  to  purchase  und'er  the 
timber-act  could  not  contest  the  legality  of  such  pre-emption  claim ;  and 
if  as  the  result  of  such  cimtest  it  appeared  that  the  claim  were  founded 
in  bad  faith,  and  that  the  pre-emptor  had  failed  in  essential  respects  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  such  filing  would  be  no  bar  to 
a  timber  application — as  was  directly  held  in  the  case  of  Showers  v. 
Friend  (3  L.  D.,  210). 

I  therefore  affirm  your  office  decision  holding  Bobles'  filing  for  can- 
cellation. Outten's  application  will  remain  on  file,  and  he  will  be  al- 
lowed to  purchase  upon  giving  notice,  submitting  proof,  and  in  other 
respects  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  June  3, 1878. 
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PUACTICE^A PPEAL—LOCA L  OFFK  E. 

HOTALING  V.  GUBBIEB. 

The  local  officers  have  uo  authority  to. disiniss  an  appeal  because  they  deem  it  de- 
fective. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  January  17,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  li.  Hotaliug  v.  David  G.  Currier, 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  thw  latter  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  June  22, 1885,  holdinp^  for  cancellation  his  timber-culture  entry  of 
the  N.W.  i  of  Sec.  22,  T.  110,  R.  62,  made  March  23, 1880,  at  the  Spring- 
field  land  office,  in  Dakota  Territory. 

It  appears  that  Hotaling  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said 
entry  on  July  17, 1883,  alleging  that  the  entryman  ^^  has  failed  to  break, 
plant,  and  protect  and  keep  in  a  healthy  growing  condition  the  timber, 
seeds,  cuttings,  or  trees  required  to  be  planted  during  the  third  year 
after  entry,  on  the  first  five  acres  broken  on  said  tract  as  required  by 
law."  On  Jul3^  27,  1883,  Currier  filed  his  application,  asking  for  an  ex- 
tension of  time,  and  alleging  that  he  had  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  timber-culture  law  in  good  faith;  that  the  trees  planted  on 
said  claim  failed  to  grow  on  account  of  the  extreme  dry  weather  and  not 
through  his  fault  or  neglect.  On  December  14, 1883,  the  local  land  offi- 
cers issued  a  notice  for  hearing,  personal  service  was  made  on  December 
26, 1883,  and  February  7, 1884,  was  set  for  the  trial  of  the  case.  On  the 
last-named  date,  attorne3'  for  Currier  entered  a  special  appearance, 
and  moved  ^'  to  dismiss  said  contest  upon  the  ground  that  the  notice  of 
contest  herein  served  upon  this  claimant  does  not  contain  any  allega» 
lions  showing  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  timber-culture  laws."  The 
register  and  receiver  overruled  said  motion,  and  by  stipulation  of  par- 
ties testimou3'  was  taken  before  a  notary  public.  Upon  the  evidence 
submitted,  the  local  land  ofiicers  found  that  the  allegations  of  the  con- 
testant were  sustained,  that  ''  the  records  do  not  show  that  Currier  ever 
filed  an  application  for  an  extension  of  time,"  and  they  recommended 
the  cancellation  of  said  entry. 

Upon  appeal,  your  office,  on  June  22,  1885,  held  that  the  appeal  filed 
by  the  defendant  was  defective  and  should  have  been  dismissed  by  the 
local  land  office,  because  it  did  not  set  forth  in  specific  terms  the  excep- 
tions to  their  decision,  but  that  inasmuch  as  the  case  was  before  your 
office,  the  evidence  was  duly  considered  and  the  decision  of  the  local 
land  officers  was  affirmed  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  shown  that  the 
claimant  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Currier  employed  an  agent  to  do  the  break- 
ing, cultivation  and  planting  required  bylaw,  and  while  it  is  true  that 
the  evidence  is  conflicting  as  to  the  amount  of  work  done  and  the  man- 
ner of  doing  the  same,  yet  it  is  not  shown  that  Currier  has  acted  in  bad 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  369 

fiiith-  Besides,  since  said  case  has  been  transmitted  to  tbis  Depart- 
ment, there  have  been  filed  the  exparte  affidavits  of  David  Whipple 
and  Charles  A.  Van  Home,  tendincr  to  show  that  said  Hotaling  died  on 
the  12th  day  of  October,  1886.  If  that  be  true,  I  sed  no  reason  why 
said  Carrier  should  not  be  permitted  in  due  time  to  show  full  compli- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  timber-culture  law.  Morgan  v.  Doyle 
(3  L.  D.,  5). 

The  rules  of  practice  (Nos.  52  and  53)  require  the  local  land  officers 
upon  the  termination  of  a  contest  to  forward  ^Hheir  report,  together 
with  the  testimony  and  all  the  papers  in  the  case,"  to  your  office,  and 
afterwards  they  can  take  no  further  action  affecting  the  disposal  of  the 
land  in  contest.  The  local  land  officers  have  no  authority  to  dismiss 
appeals  because  they  may  judge  the  same  to  be  defective. 


EXTENSION  OF  SURVEY  IN  OREGON. 

0 

m 

Lake  Warner. 

The  adjofltment  of  conflicting  claims  shonld  be  expedited  by  the  proper  extension  of 

the  public  survey. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrowto  Oommiaaioner  SparkSj  January  17,  1887. 

I  have  examined  your  communication  of  December  IG,  188G,  together 
with  the  report  of  Special  Agent  Shackleford,  and  accompanying  papers, 
relative  to  the  government  survey  of  certain  lands  in  Oregon,  bordering 
ou  or  lying  near  what  is  designated  on  the  official  plats  as  Lake  Warner. 

The  lands  referred  to  are  represented  by  the  township  plat  as  part  of 
said  lake,  and  the  public  surveys  as  closed  therefore  excluded  or 
omitted  them ;  whereas  the  special  agent  reports  that  much  of  the  so- 
called  lake  is  dry  land,  upon  which  are  settlers  who  desire  to  claim  under 
the  public  land  laws,  while  other  portions  of  it  are  marsh.  In  fact,  his 
report  clearly  indicates  that  there  is  no  lake  to  be  found  as  located  by 
the  government  surveys. 

The  settlers  charge  that  the  survey  as  made  was  fraudulent  and  in 
the  interest  of  certain  occupants  of  lands  outside  and  adjacent  to  the 
meander  as  made.  The  agent  flies  affidavits  of  several  persons,  one  a 
practical  surveyor,  others  settlers,  to  the  effect  that  much  of  the  land 
inside  the  meandered  line  of  the  so-called  lake  is  dry  land,  growing  sage 
and  grease  wood, and  that  some  of  it  has  been  irrigated  for  the  purposes 
of  cultivation.  Others,  it  appears,  are  claiming  the  lands  as  swamp, 
asserting  their  title  under  the  State.  The  settlers  can  not  for  the  want 
of  survey  get  their  claims  of  record,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  swamp  la^nd 
claimants  threaten  them  with  suits  in  ejectment  as  trespassers. 

You  recommend  ^^that  the  public  surveys  be  extended  over  the  so 
called  lake  in  townships  39  and  40  south,  ranges  24  and  25  east,  or  over 
sd  much  thereof  as  it  is  practicable  to  survey,  so  that  the  several  claim. 
2278  DEO 24 
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auts  to  the  laud  may  bave  opportunity  to  present  their  claims  in  the 
usual  manner." 

Alter  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter  as  presented,  I  concur  in 
your  recommendation.  This,  however,  relates  only  to  certain  lands  at 
and  about  the  south  end  of  the  so  called  lake.  If,  as  would  seem  from 
the  special  agent's  report,  there  is  no  lake  now  and  was  none  at  date 
of  original  survey",  then  tbe  conclusion  must  be  that  the  surveys  were 
improperly  closed,  and  that  instead  of  closing  on  an  imaginary  meander 
they  should  have  been  extended  to  include  Jill  of  what  is  by  the  official 
plats  termed  a  lake.  If,  as  the  agent  suggests,  and  as  the  data  before 
me  seem  to  indicate,  the  omission  was  the  result  of  collusion  and  fraud, 
a  course  should  be  pursued  which  will  not  only  correct  the  error,  but 
will  most  certainly  defeat  the  eiibrts  to  fraudulently  secui^e  the  use  of 
public  land. 

Would  it  not  therefore  be  advisable  to  extend  the  surveys  not  only 
as  recommended  by  you,  but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  what 
18  termed  Lake  Warner,  or  so  much  thereof  as  practicable,  and  thus 
throw  open  for  disposal  under  the  public  land  laws  lands  for  which  no 
claim  of  record  can  now  be  made? 

In  my  judgment  such  a  course  should,  under  the  circumstances,  be 
pursued,  and  ii  upon  further  examination  you  find  the  facts  to  be  as 
set  out  by  the  special  agent,  you  will  direct  that  the  surveys  closing  on 
what  purports  to  be  Lake  Warner  be  extended,  as  above  indicated,  over 
all  the  land  included  within  its  meandered  line. 


practice— order  of  procedure, 
United  States  v.  Robinson  et  al. 

Tbo  appeal,  taken  on  behalf  of  the  entryiuaii  as  to  the  order  of  procednie,  having 
beeu  snstained  by  the  General  Land  Office  the  case  nhould  have  been  remanded 
for  disposition  nuder  the  rules  of  practice. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  17,  1887. 

On  the  17th  ultimo,  John  H.  Perry,  attorney  for  David  6.  Jiobiuson, 
and  in  his  own  behalf  as  transferee,  filed  in  this  Department  a  i>etitiou, 
duly  verified,  praying  that  an  order  issue  to  3'our  office  directing  the 
certification  to  this  Department  of  the  proceedings  ha«t  relative  to  the 
cancellation  of  pre-emption  cash  entry  No.  83:5  of  the  SE.  ^  of  Sec.  32, 
T.  124  N.,  E.  64  W.,  made  by  David  Gt.  Robinson  on  January  10,  1883, 
at  the  Aberdeen  land  office,  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  the  sus- 
pension of  all  action  upon  said  cancellation  by  your  office  until  this  De- 
partment has  passed  npon  the  same. 

The  allegations  of  the  petitioner  are  that  said  Robinson  made  said 
entr^^  uih>u  the  day  above  stated,  after  giving  due  notice  by  publioa- 
tioii;  that  said  final  proof  showed  that  the  entryman  had  in  all  respects 
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complied  with  tlie  requirements  of  tbe  pre-emption  laws;  that  said 
Robinson,  on  January  31,  1SS3,  sohl  said  land  to  said  Perry,  for  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  dolhirs;  that  your  office  on  May  12,  18S4,  upon 
tbe  report  of  a  special  agent,  dated  December  1, 18S3,  alU*ging  that  said 
entrymau  bad  made  said  entry  fraudulontly  and  sold  tiie  land  to  said 
Perry,  who  was  fully  aware  of  the  fraudulent  character  of  the  entry, 
directed  the  local  land  officers  to  order  a  hearing,  "at  which  the  entry- 
mau will  be  allowed  full  opportunity  to  defend  his  claim;'^  that  your 
office  directed  the  local  land  officers  to  issue  due  notice  and  advise  the 
claimant  that  in  default  of  an  appearance,  bis  entry  will  be  canceled; 
that  thereupon  a  hearing  was  ordered,  and  May  11,  1885,  was  set  for 
the  trial  of  the  cause;  that  on  tbe  date  last  named  said  Perry  ap])eared 
specially  for  the  cUvim:int  and  as  transferee,  andofiVred  two  motions,  (I) 
to  dismiss  for  want  of  proper  service,  and  (li)  that  tiie  governmenc  be 
required  to  offer  its  evidence  first;  that  both  of  said  motions  Nvere  over- 
ruled by  the  register  and  receiver,  and  an  appeal  duly  taken;  that  your 
office  on  June  12,  1886,  advised  the  local  land  officers  that  their  action 
in  overruling  the  motion  to  dismiss  was  correct,  but  that  the  last  mo- 
tion shouhl  have  been  granted  upon  the  authority  of  George  T.  Burns 
(4  L.  D.,  02);  that  in  aecordnnce  with  the  provision  of  circular  ap- 
proved July  31,  1885,  (4  L.  D.,  503),  which  was  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  the  Burns'  decision  (supra),  said  entry  was  held  for  cancella- 
tion on  said  special  agent's  report,  and  the  local  land  officers  were  di- 
rected to  advise  the  claimant  th  it  he  would  be  allowed  sixty  da^'s  within 
which  to  apply  for  a  hearing  to  show  cause  why  his  entry  should  be 
sustained,  in  accordance  with  said  iustructions  of  July  31,  as  amended 
May  24,  188G  (id.  545). 

It  is  further  alleged  that  your  office  on  September  2,  1830,  referring 
to  their  letter  of  August  13,  18SG,  transmitting  the  written  refusal  of 
the  claimant  to  apply  for  a  hearing,  and  claiming  that  said  cash  entry 
was  duly  and  legally  made,  and  that  your  office  has  no  power  to  cancel 
the  same,  advised  the  local  land  officers  that  ^' your  office  has  jurisdic- 
tion tn  any  case  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patent,  and  upon  proof  showing 
fraud  or  illegality  may  cancel  an  entry  even  if  certificate  has  issued,'^ 
and  that  as  the  claimant  has  had  every  opportunity  to  show  his  good 
faith  and  has  declined,  said  entry  was  therefore  canceled  and  the  case 
declared  closed.  It  is  also  alleged  that  the  claimant  filed  in  the  local 
land  office  an  appeal  from  said  decisions  of  yonr  office,  dated  May  12, 
1884,  June  12  and  September  2, 1886,  alleging  five  separate  specifica* 
tioDs  of  error,  and  that  said  appeal  was  denied  by  yonr  office  letter, 
dated  November  20, 1886. 

If  the  allegations  of  the  petitioner,  as  above  set  forth,  are  true,  then 
he  is  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for.  It  is  alleged  that  a  hearing  bad 
been  duly  ordered,  at  which  both  parties  appeared,  and  your  office  cor- 
rectly decided  that  under  the  decisions  of  this  Department  the  burden 
of  proof  was  upon  the  government,  and  the  correct  practice  would  have 
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been  to  have  directed  the  local  officers,  after  dae  notice  to  the  partieR, 
to  proceed  with  the  hearing,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice 
and  the  decisions  of  this  Department. 

The  circuhir  of  July  31 ,  1885,  did  not  change  the  practice  as  laid  down 
in  the  Burns  case  {supra),  so  far  as  related  to  the  burden  of  proof,  nor 
does  it  apply  to  parties  who  had  already  been  duly  summoned  to  a  hear- 
ing, and  whose  cases  were  pending  either  in  the  local  land  office  or  on 
appeal. 

It  is  therefore  considered  that  the  application  be  and  it  is  hereby 
granted,  and  you  are  directed  to  certify  the  proceedings  in  said  case  to 
this  Department,  aud  in  the  meantiaie  suspend  all  action  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  land  covered  by  said  entry  until  further  advised. 


plie-emption-settlemest  ;  pr  a  ctice. 
Burnett  v.  Crow. 

Acts  of  settlement  which  do  not  serve  to  give  notice  of  the  settlers  claim  are  ot  little 

consequence  under  the  pre-empt  I  on  law. 
In  the  disposition  of  a  case  the  Land  Department  is  not  confined  solely  to  the  consid- 

eratiou  of  the  questions  put  in  issue  by  the  parties,  but  may  take  snch  act  ion  as 

the  facts  before  it  require  for  the  proper  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  i^overn- 

ment. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  17,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Walter  Burnett  f .  Joseph  B.  Grow, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Stephen  T.  Ash  worth,  deceased,  on  ap- 
peal by  Crow  from  your  decision,  dated  July  7,  1885,  holding  for  can- 
cellation the  pre-emption  filing.  No.  5245,  made  by  Ashworth,  for  the 
8E.  J  of  SE.  J,  Sec.  19,  the  SW.  J  of  SW.  J,  Sec.  20,  and  the  N.  J  of 
NW.  i.  Sec.  29,  T.  9  S.,  R.  12  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

Said  filing,  it  appears,  was  made  May  5, 1883,  with  allegation  of  set- 
tlement May  1, 1883.  Burnett  made  timber  culture  entry ,  No.  572,  May 
5,  1883,  for  the  NW.  J  of  said  section  29.  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be 
observed  that  Ashworth's  pre-emption  filing  and  Burnett's  timber-cul- 
ture entry  were  made  on  the  same  day,  and  that  they  are  in  conflict 
as  to  the  N.  J  of  NW.  ^  of  Sec.  29,  above  mentioned.  If  Ashworth  made 
a  valid  settlement  May  1,  1883,  or  at  any  time  prior  to  Maj'^  5,  1883,  he 
had  the  superior  right  to  the  tract  in  dispute. 

It  appears,  however,  that  Burnett  filed  in  your  ofiice  an  affidavit,  al- 
leging that  Ashworth  did  not  make  settlement  upon  said  land  prior  to 
May  14,  1883,  and  upon  this  allegation  the  register  and  receiver  were  by 
your  office  letter  of  November  16,  1883,  directed  to  order  a  hearing  t4) 
determine  the  respective  rights  of  the  parties.  The  inquiry  was  to  be 
directed  to  the  time  and  character  of  Ashworth's  settlement 

A  hearing  was  had,  the  testimony  in  which  was  taken  before  a  person 
designated  by  the  register  aud  receiver,  and  was  transmitted  to  them 
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for  consideration  and  action.    Upon  examination  thereof  the  register  and 
receiver  found  in  favor  of  the  pre-emption  claimant. 

Ton  reversed  that  action,  and  concluded  that  ^^any  settlement  made 
by  Ashworth  was  not  for  his  own  benefit,  bat  in  the  interest  of  Joseph 
B.  Crow,  who  seeing  that  he  conld  not  enter  the  land  soaght  to  make, 
ase  of  one  in  his  employ  to  defeat  the  right  of  Burnett."  Ton  also  state 
that  the  actual  date  of  settlement  by  Ashworth  is  uncertain.  As  al- 
ready stated,  he  alleged  settlement  May  1, 1SS3.  At  this  date  it  ap- 
pears that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Grow  and  so  continued  until  August, 
1883.    He  died  in  October,  1883. 

It  is  also  in  evidence  that  at  the  date  of  Ashworth's  alleged  settle- 
ment, Crow  had  the  tract  in  possession  and  under  fence ;  that  on  May 
3, 1883,  he  procure  d  the  services  of  a  surveyor  to  survey  the  laud,  for 
which  Ashworth  afterward  filed;  that  the  surveyor  thus  employed 
stayed  over  night  with  Crow,  on  the  night  of  said  May  3d ;  that  during 
the  evening,  along  towards  ten  o^clock,  he  (Crow)  requested  said  sur- 
veyor to  make  out  for  him  an  application  to  enter  the  land  under  the 
timber  culture  law.  CTpon  being  informed  by  the  surveyor  that  an  ap- 
plication for  the  tract  under  the  timber  culture  laws  would  not  be  rec- 
ognized, because  the  land  lay  in  two  different  sections,  and  that  he  (the 
surveyor)  had  that  day  prepared  for  Mr.  Burnett,  the  contestant,  an  ap- 
plication for  the  tract  in  question  under  the  timber  culture  law,  Crow 
immediately  withdrew  from  the  room  and  in  another  room  in  his  house 
had  a  hurried  interview  with  his  employee,  Ashworth,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  informed  him  how  matters  stood.  He  then  sold  him  his  house 
on  the  tract,  so  he  states,  and  told  him  if  he  was  active  in  the  matter 
he  could  yet  file  first  for  the  land.  Ashworth  left  Crow's  house  that 
night,  and  the  next  morning  was  at  Dillon,  the  county  seat  of  Beaver 
Head  county,  to  have  the  necessary  papers  prepared  with  a  view  to 
filing  for  the  land. 

Crow  testifies  that  Ashworth  told  him  he  went  to  the  tract  on  the 
night  of  May  3, 1883,  and  made  settlement  before  starting  to  make  his 
filing  on  the  morning  of  May  4th.  That  he  did  so  seems,  in  view  of  all 
the  circumstances,  extremely  doubtful.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  the 
interview  of  the  night  of  the  3d  anything  was  said  about  his  going  to 
the  land  before  starting  to  make  his  filing.  The  thing  uppermost  in 
mind  at  that  interview  seems  to  have  been  the  necessity  for  an  early 
filing,  for  Crow  testifies  that  he  told  Ashworth  that  if  he  was  active  in 
the  matter  he  thought  he  could  get  to  the  local  ofiice  and  file  first.  Be- 
sides, even  if  he  had  gone  to  the  tr«ict  that  night  before  starting  the 
next  morning  to  make  his  filing,  such  act  could  hardly,  unless  followed 
by  immediate  establishment  of  actual  residence,  be  regarded  as  settle- 
ment within  the  meaning  of  the  preemption  law. 

One  of  the  objects  of  settlement  is  to  furnish  notice  to  all  comers  that 
the  tract  settled  upon  is  claimed  by  the  settler.  A  midnight  settle- 
ment, followed  by  departure  of  the  party  in  a  few  hours  and  before  day- 
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light,  witliont  leaving  any  evidence  of  having  beeu  present,  is  snch  an 
act  as  this  Department  should  be  slow  to  accept  as  the  settlement  re- 
quired by  the  pre  emption  law.  Such  a  course  is  sugjrestivo  of  sharp 
practice,  rather  than  of  a  purpose  to  enter  upon  and  claim  land  in  good 
faith  as  a  bona  fide  settler. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  tbis 
case,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  you  that  Ash  worth  never 
made  a  bona  fide  settlement  for  his  own  exclusive  use  and  benefit,  bat 
that  what  he  did  was  not  only  at  the  instigation  of  but  in  the  interest 
of  his  employer,  Joseph  B.  Crow. 

It  certainly  is  not  proven  that  Ashworth  made  settlement  May  3, 1883. 
It  is  not  now  claimed  that  he  made  settlement  May  1,  188^3,  the  date 
originally  alleged  by  him.  It  may  be  said,  and  is  intimated,  that  he 
being  now  dead,  no  better  evidence  than  that  already  furnished  can  he 
adduced  relative  to  his  settlement  May  3d.  This  is  without  doubt  true, 
for  acts  alleged  to  have  been  done  in  the  dark,  anci  at  a  time  and  under 
circumstances  which  precluded  their  being  observed  by  others,  are  not 
susceptible  of  proof  by  the  testimony  of  witnesses.  Bat  he  who  chooses 
such  a  line  of  action  takes  all  the  risk  which  the  secrecy  of  his  act^  im- 
poses, should  it  become  necessary  to  affirmatively  prove  those  acts. 

It  is  objected  by  counsel  for  appellant  that  the  only  question  at  issue 
in  this  case  is  that  as  to  the  date  of  Ashworth^s  settlement,  and  that 
your  decision  that  the  claim  was  made  in  the  interest  of  Orow  was  out- 
side of  the  issue  made  by  the  contest,  and  was  therefore  erroneous. 
This  objection  is  without  force.  The  hearing  was  ordered,  not  only  as 
to  the  time,  but  as  to  the  character  of  Ashworth's  settlement,  and  testi- 
mony was  taken  on  the  issues  thus  made.  Moreover,  the  Land  Depart- 
ment, by  virtue  of  its  supervisory  authority,  maintains  the  right  of  the 
government  to  take  such  cognizance  of  and  action  on  all  fiicts  brought 
before  it  in  any  case  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  proper  protection  of  its 
interests.    Smith  v,  Brandes  (2  L.  D.,  95). 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


swamp  lands.— acnon  to  vacate  certifilation, 

State  of  Oregon.* 

The  certification  of  tlio  list  in  question  appearing  to  have  been  procured  throngh  the 
fraudulent  action  of  the  government  agent  cliarged  with  the  examination  of  the 
Itinci,  the  State  is  directed  to  show  cause  why  said  certification  should  not  he 
revoked. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Hon.  Z.  F.  Moody ^  governor  of  Oregon,  Jantmry  20, 1887. 

On  the  22d  day  of  December  last  I  addressed  a  communication  to 
your  predecessor  in  reference  to  swamp  lands  certified  to  the  State  of 
Oregon,  embraced  in  list  No.  5. 


»u 


JSeo  pages  31  and  300  of  this  vulame. 
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This  commanication  was  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Governor  Moody, 
complaining  that  the  special  a^i^ent,  appointed  to  make  examination  of 
the  swamp  lands  of  Ore|?on,  was  still  investigating  the  character  of  the 
lands  embraced  in  said  list  No.  5,  and  the  conduct  of  R.  V.  Ankeny,  a 
former  special  agent  of  the  department,  in  connection  with  the  report 
of  said  list  for  certification. 

In  reply  thereto,  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  such  investi- 
gation was  expressly  authorized  by  my  letter  of  August  7, 1886,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  evidence  existed  to  support  the  charge 
that  the  approval  and  certification  of  this  list  was  obtained  through  the 
fraudulent  conduct  of  the  former  speeijil  agent  charged  with  the  duty  of 
making  an  examination  of  these  lands,  and  of  others  conspiring  with 
bim  for  that  pur^iose. 

The  result  of  that  investigation  has  been  presented  to  me  in  the  re- 
port of  Special  Agent  Charles  Shackleford,  with  accompanying  affida- 
vits, which  shows  that  Special  Agent  B.  V.  Ankeney  never  examined 
certain  lands  embraced  in  said  list  No.5;  that  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
examination  of  said  land  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  broken  leg; 
that  upon  December  23, 1881,  said  Ankeney  made  a  corrupt  contract 
in  writing  with  H.  C.  Owen,  the  principal  claimant  of  these  lands  under 
the  State,  whereby  he,  Ankeney,  was  to  receive  a  large  sum  of  money 
out  of  the  proceedsof  the  sale  of  said  land ;  that  this  contract  was  made 
before  Ankeney  rei)orted  upon  the  land  in  question,  his  report  bearing 
date  December  20, 1831 ;  that  these  reports  were  falsely  and  corruptly 
made,  and  the  approval  of  the  list  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was 
procured  by  means  of  bribery  and  corruption  of  said  Ankeney,  and  that 
a  large  part  of  the  lands,  reported  for  approval  as  swamp  and  over- 
flowed, are  not  and  never  have  been  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within 
the  meaning  of  the  grant. 

In  view  of  the  above  charges,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  require  the  State 
of  Oregon,  through  its  agents,  to  show  cause  on  or  before  Monday,  the 
18th  day  of  April  next,  why  said  certiflcate  and  approval  of  list  No.  5 
should  not  be  revoked  and  canceleil,  and  why  a  reexamination  of  said 
lands  should  not  be  ordered. 

The  report  of  Special  Agent  Shackleford,  and  all  other  pai^ers  on  file 
in  the  Department  pertaining  to  said  charge,  are  now  subject  to  inspec- 
tion by  the  agents  of  the  State,  or  any  other  party  or  parties  in  interest. 
I  have  directed  that  a  copy  of  this  order  be  served  upon  Captain  John 
MnllaD,  the  agent  of  the  State  of  Oregon  residing  in  Washington. 
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lands  segregated  by  military  occupation, 

Wilson  Davis. 

The  estAblisbmeut  and  oocnpanoy  of  a  caDtonment  by  the  military  anthoritlesy  ex- 
clndee  from  entry,  prior  to  the  formal  order  of  reservatioDi  the  land  thas  appro- 
priated. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  January  20, 1S87. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Wilson  Davis  from  the  decision  of 
your  office,  dated  July  25, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  pre-emption 
cash  entry  No.  105  of  the  W.  i  of  the  N  W.  J  and  the  N.  J  of  the  8  W.  i 
of  Sec.  6,  T.  47  N.,  E.  8  W.,  N.  M.  Meridian,  made  October  2,  1883,  at 
the  Gnnuison  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Colorado,  so  far  as  the  same 
conflicts  with  the  military  reserve,  as  shown  by  the  supplemental  town- 
ship plat  approved  July  15, 1884. 

The  facts  appear  to  be  substantially  set  forth  in  the  decision  appealed 
from,  and  it  is  shown  that  the  land  in  controversy  was  within  the  limits 
of  the  Ute  Indian  Beservation,  formerly  occupied  by  the  White  River 
and  Uncompahgre  Ute  Indians  in  Oolorad^^,  which  was  declared  to  be 
public  land  of  the  United  States  and  subject  to  disposal  for  cash  under 
existing  laws,  by  act  of  Congress  approved  July  28, 1882  (22  Stat,  178). 

It  appears  that  the  township  plat  of  survey  embracing  said  land  was 
filed  on  March  23,  1883 ;  that  Davis  filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory 
statement  for  said  tracts  on  July  9,  1883,  alleging  settlement  March  27, 

1882,  and  cash  certificate  was  issued  upon  his  final  proof  ou  October  2, 

1883.  It  further  appears  from  the  statement  in  said  decision  and  from 
an  inspection  of  the  records  of  your  office  that  the  land  in  controversy 
was  occupied  by  the  United  States  military  authorities  in  1880  as  a  can- 
tonment 

In  response  to  an  inquiry  from  your  office,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on 
November  18, 1882,  transmitted  the  report  of  the  Judge  Advocate  Gen- 
eral relative  to  the  status  of  the  land  within  the  late  Uncompahgre  Res- 
ervation, reported  as  having  been  laid  off  by  the  military  authorities  in 
the  Uncompahgre  Valley  and  called  the  cantonment,  in  which  it  was 
held  that  by  virtue  of  the  treaties  made  by  and  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Indians,  dated  October  7,  18G3  (13  Stat,  G73),  March  2, 
1868  (15  Stat,  G19),  and  September  18, 1873,  said  cantonment  was  prop- 
erly located  on  said  Indian  Beservation;  that,  although  the  reservation 
for  the  cantonment  was  not  in  fact  declared  by  the  President,  yet  the 
land  was  in  good  faith  legally  appropriated,  and  therefore  segregated 
from  the  public  domain,  and  that  said  cantonment  should  be  considered 
a  military  reservation,  and  the  land  embraced  therein  should  not  be 
considered  subject  to  disposal  as  other  public  lands,  under  said  act 

The  Secretary  of  War  concurred  in  the  views  expressed  by  the  Judge 
Advocate  General.    Tour  office  held  that  the  establishment  of  said  can- 
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tooment  and  the  occupation  thereof  by  the  military  authorities,  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  Oommander-inChief,  the  President,  mast  be 
regarded  as  legal,  and  that  the  reservation  must  be  considered  as  es- 
tablished by  law,  so  as  to  exempt  the  lands  embraced  therein  from  en- 
try under  the  pre-emption  laws. 

It  is  nrged  that  the  formal  order  of  the  President,  declaring  said  res* 
ervation,  was  not  made  until  after  Davis  had  made  his  said  entry,  but 
that  can  make  no  difference,  if  the  land  embraced  in  said  entry  was  in 
fact  included  in  said  cantonment,  and  the  same  had  been  established  by 
law  and  was  in  the  s^ctual  occupation  of  the  military  authorities  at  the 
time  of  his  said  entry,  the  entry  must  be  considered  illegal,  so  far  as  it 
covers  land  within  the  limits  of  the  cantonment. 

A  careful  examination  of  thereeord  discloses  no  good  reason  for  dis* 
tnrbing  said  decision,  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


PRACTICE^JREJECTED  APPLICATION:  HOMESTEAD, 

Turner  v.  Bumgardner. 

Information  as  to  the  right  of  appeal  not  havinj;  been  given  under  Rale  66  of 
Practice,  the  right  of  the  rejected  applicant  to  be  subseqaeutly  heard  is  recog- 
nized. 

An  entry  made  fur  the  purpose  of  wrongfully  acquiring  the  improvements  of  another, 
and  under  which  settlement  could  only  bo  consummated  by  forcible  intrusion,  con- 
fern  no  right  under  the  homestead  law. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  January  22, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  W.  Turner  v.  George  W.  Bum- 
gardner, involving  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  12,  T.  9  N.,  R.  10  E.,  M.  D.  M., 
Sacramento  district,  California. 

Bumgardner  made  homestead  entry  of  said  tract  April  22,  1884. 
Turner  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the  same  tract  on  the  29th 
of  the  same  month ;  but  his  application  was  rejected  because  of  the 
prior  entry  of  Bumgardner.  October  21, 1884,  Turner  presented  before 
the  local  office  affidavits  alleging  settlement  prior  to  that  of  Bumgard- 
ner, and  asking  for  a  hearing,  which  was  had  December  G,  1884.  The 
local  officers  rendered  joint  decision  in  favor  of  Turner,  and  recom- 
mended the  cancellation  of  Bumgardner's  entry.  Bumgardner  appealed 
to  your  office,  which  by  letter  of  June  5,  1885,  affirmed  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers.    Bumgardner  appealed. 

From  thereeord  and  the  testimony  the  following  facts  appear: 

On  April  18, 1884,  said  Turner  purchased  from  one  Burns,  for  $400, 
the  improvements  on  the  tracts  in  controversy,  consisting  of  two  dwell- 
ing-houses, a  barn,  and  other  out-buildings.  Turner  took  immediate 
lK)ssession — turning  his  horses  into  the  pasture  that  night,  and  moving 
his  family  and  household  goods  on  the  20th.    From  that  date  until  the 
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hearing  he  continued  to  reside  upon  and  improve  the  land — repairing  and 
building  fences, digging  irrigating  ditches,  setting  out  fruit  trees,  grape 
vines,  etc. 

On  the  day  after  the  purchase  of  the  improvements  on  the  tract  by 
Turner,  one  Noe  (who  at  the  hearing  was  a  witness  in  the  case),  stated 
to  Bumgarduer,  who  was  an  engineer  in  charge  of  the  lioisting  works 
of  a  mine  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  tract,  the  fact  ot 
such  purchase  by  Turner.  Bumgardner  told  witness  that  he  wanted 
that  place,  and  intended  to  file  for  it;  and  two  d:iys  afterward — April 
22 — he  went  to  the  land  office  at  Sacramento  and  made  homestea«l  en- 
trv  of  the  tract. 

A  few  days  later  Turner  forwarded  application  my  mail — which 
reached  the  local  office  April  29 — to  make  homestead  entry  of  the 
tract.  His  application  was  rejected  on  account  of  Bumgarduer's  prior 
application,  and  returned  by  letter. 

Tht'ieupou  Turner  called  upon  Bumgardner — who  lived  only  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  distant,  and  whom  he  regarded  as  a  neighbor  and  friend — and 
inquired  into  the  matter.  Bumgardner — Turner  states  in  his  testimony — 
^^Told  me  to  go  on  just  as  if  he  had  not  filed  upon  it;  to  go  on  and  im- 
prove it  just  the  same,  and  him  and  me  would  have  no  trouble  about 
it."  Turner,  being  an  ignorant  man,  and  apparently  understanding 
that  his  purchase  from  Burns  gave  him  some  right  to  the  land  as  well 
as  to  improvements,  and  being  informed  by  his  attorney  that  his  prior- 
ity of  settlement  would  constitute  a  sure  protection  against  any  claim 
by  Bumgardner,  took  no  steps  to  protect  his  rights  in  the  premises. 
The  local  officers,  when  they  returned  to  him  by  letter  his  homestead 
application  with  the  information  that  it  was  rejected,  did  not  instruct 
him  in  the  law,  nor  notify  him  that  he  had  the  right  of  appeal  from 
their  decision. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  Bumgardner  attempted  to  bring  some  lum- 
ber upon  the  land  to  build  a  house.  This  Turner  at  once  forbade,  and 
ordered  him  away.  Nevertheless,  Bumgarduer  (as  testified  to  not  only 
by  Turner's  witnesses  but  by  Bumgardner  himself)  entered  upon  the 
land  by  force,  tearing  down  the  fence  to  enter  the  enclosure,  and  put 
up  a  small  house,  worth  (Bumgardner  estimates)  $80  or  $100,  into  which 
he  moved  about  October  20,  again  tearing  down  the  fence;  as  Bum- 
gardner testifies:  "He  had  put  it  up  to  keep  me  out,  but  I  wivs  not  go- 
ing to  stay  out.''  Bumgardner  took  up  his  residence  in  the  house  just 
one  day  before  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  making  homestead 
entry. 

Bumgardner's  appeal  is  placed  upon  the  ground  that  Turner — 

"  Had  no  right  to  the  land  in  contest  at  the  date  of  the  institution  of 
such  contest  by  reason  of  his  prior  settlement  and  occupation  thereof, 
he  having  failed  to  place  his  homestead  entry  therefor  of  record  within 
the  limitation  prescribed  by  statute,  or  to  appeal  from  the  decision  ot 
the  local  officers  refusing  his  application  to  homestead  the  laud." 
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The  first  qnestion  to  be  disposed  of  is  Bumgardner's  right  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  the  land. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Bnmgardner  has  no  equities  in  the  case,  and 
claims  none.  He  stands  on  a  bare  technicality^ — the  fact  that  Turner, 
after  the  rejection  of  his  entry  by  the  local  officers,  failed  to  appeal 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  your  rules. 

The  case  of  Athertou  v.  Fowler  (96  U.  S.,513),  although  not  in  all  re- 
spects parallel  to  the  one  at  bar,  contains  much  reasoning  that  is  equally 
applicable  herein : 

"It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  intended,  in  the  remote  re- 
gion where  these  settlements  are  made,  to  invite  forcible  invasion  of 
the  premises  of  another,  in  order  to  confer  the  gratuitous  right  of  pref- 
erence of  purchase  on  the  invaders.  In  the  parts  of  the  country  where 
these  pre-emptions  are  usually  made"  says  the  court — and  the  same  is 
equally  true  of  homestead  entries — **  the  protection  of  the  law  to  rights 
of  persons  and  property  is  generally  but  imperfect  under  the  best  of  cir- 
cumstances. It  cannot,  therefore,  be  believed,  without  the  strongest 
evidence,  that  Congress  has  extended  a  standing  in  vitation  to  the  strong, 
the  daring,  and  the  unscrupulous,  to  dispossess  by  force  the  weak  and 
the  timid  from  actual  improvements  on  the  public  land." 

In  Rector  v.  Gibbon  (111  U.  S.,  27C),  the  supreme  court,  speaking  of 
the  system  of  public  laud  laws  as  a  whole,  says : 

"  Its  aim  has  been  to  protect  those  who  in  good  faith  have  settled 
upon  public  land  and  made  improvements  thereon,  and  not  those  who 
by  violence  or  fraud  or  breaches  of  contract  have  intruded  upon  the 
possessions  of  original  settlers  and  endeavored  to  appropriate  the  benefit 
of  their  labors.  There  has  been  in  this  respect  in  the  whole  legislation 
of  the  c6untry  a  consistent  observance  of  the  rules  of  natural  right  and 
justice." 

It  was  in  pursuance  of  these  general  principles  of  right  and  justice 
that  this  Department,  in  the  case  of  Johnson  v,  Johnson  (4  L.  D.,  I5d), 
ruled  that  "  the  wrongful  act  of  an  entryman,  whereby  the  settlement 
rights  of  another  claimant  for  the  same  tract  were  not  protected  by  filing 
or  entry,  will  not  be  allowed  to  enure  to  the  benefit  of  such  entryman," 
adding  that  "  this  Department  .  .  •  under  no  circumstances  will 
permit  itself  knowingly  to  be  made  an  instrument  to  further  the  fraud- 
ulent designs  of  an  individual  who  is  seeking  to  acquire  title  to  land  to 
which  he  has  no  right." 

Bnmgardner  is  not  in  a  position  to  demand  the  protection  of  the  De- 
partment for  an  entry  knowingly  initiated  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  a 
prior  settler,  and  attempted  to  be  consummated  through  force  and  law- 
lessness. And  an  entry  which  has  been  erroneously  allowed,  or  which 
conflicts  with  previously  acquired  rights,  is  voidable,  and  upon  proper 
showing  may  be  set  aside  and  annulled  (Wolf  t?.  Struble,  I  L.  D.,  457). 
In  my  opinion  Turner  has  made  such  a  showing  as  to  justify  the  setting 
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aside  and  anualment  of  Bamgarduer's  entry;  und  I  affirm  yoar  office 
decision  holding  the  same  for  cancellation. 

Eule  GQ  of  Practice  provides  that  in  case  of  every  rejected  application 
to  file  upon  or  enter  any  of  the  public  lands,  the  register  and  receiver 
shall  ^^  promptly  advise  the  party  in  interest  of  their  action,  and  of  his 
right  of  appeal.  Bnt  in  the  case  at  bar  the  local  officers,  when  they 
rejected  Turner's  application  to  enter,  neglected  to  notify  him  of  his 
right  to  appeal."  He  was  thus  left  in  ignorance  of  the  proper  coarse 
to  pursue  for  the  protection  of  his  rights.  Therefore  in  my  opinion  he 
ought  not  to  be  considered  to  have  lost  his  right  of  appeal  because  of 
his  failure  to  do  so  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  your  office. 

For  the  reasons  herein  given,  and  in  view  of  the  good  faith  manifested 
by  Turner  in  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  regards  residence, 
improvement,  and  cultivation,  I  affirm  your  decision  awarding  him  the 
tract  in  controversy.  You  will  direct  the  local  officers  to  accept  his 
application. 

RAILROAD  GBANT-^OINT  RESOLUTION  OF  JUNE  28.  1870. 
SOUTDEEN  PaO.  R.  E.  CO.  V.  DOOLEY. 

A  eettlement,  witbin  the  limits  of  tbe  indemnity  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  this 
company,  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  June  28,  1870,  is 
fully  protected  thereby. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroto  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  January  20,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Obed  D.  Dooley,  iw  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from 
the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  29, 1885,  allowing  Dooley  to  make 
homestead  entry  No.  2656of  the  SW.Jof  the  NE.  J,  the  SB.  JoftheNW.  J, 
the  NW.  i  of  tbe  SB-Jand  the  NE.  J  of  the  SW.J  of  Sec.  25,  T.23  S.,  E. 
29  E.,  upon  which  final  certificate  No.  1G95  issued  on  August  2G,  1885, 
at  the  Yisalia  land  district,  in  the  State  of  California. 

The  record  shows  that  the  land  in  controversy  is  within  the  thirty 
mile,  or  indemnity,  limits  of  the  grant  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
July  27, 1866  (14  Srat.,  292) ;  that  it  wjis  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  by 
your  office  letter,  dated  March  22,  1807,  received  at  the  local  laud  office 
on  May  21, 1867.  The  township  plat  of  survey  was  filed  in  the  local 
laud  office  on  August  2, 1879.  On  October  29,  1879,  said  Dooley  filed 
his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  No.  6797  for  said  tracts,  alleg- 
ing settlement  on  May  1,  1870.  On  October  39,  1879,  Dooley  trans- 
muted his  filing  to  said  homestead  entry,  and  on  April  11,  1885,  made 
final  proof  after  due  notice,  the  company  appearing  and  contesting  his 
right  to  enter  said  tracts. 

From  the  evidence  submitted  the  register  and  receiver  found  that 
Dooley  was  duly  qualified  to  make  homestead  entry,  that,  as  he  settled 
upon  said  land  prior  to  May  1, 1870,  and  had  complied  with  all  of  the 
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reqairements  of  the  homestead  laws,  his  final  proof  mast  be  accepted 
and  the  claim  of  the  company  must  be  rejected. 

The  company  appealed,  and  yoar  office,  on  July  9, 1885,  affirmed  the 
decision  of  the  local  land  office,  upon  the  authority  of  departmental  de- 
cisions in  the  casevS  of  Langan  r.  said  company  (10  C.  L.  O.,  300),  and 
said  company  r.  Wiggs,  decided  November  27,  1883  (43  L.  &  R.,  146). 

The  local  land  office  based  its  decision  upon  the  case  of  Tome  et  al.  v, 
said  company,  decided  by  this  Department  on  August  2,  1878  (5  C.  L. 
0. 85),  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  lands  upon  which  the  grant  to  said 
company  would  operate  were  not  identified  until  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  the  joint  resolution  of  June  28, 1870,  authorizing  the  company  to  con- 
struct its  road  upon  the  line  designated  on  the  map  filed  in  the  Interior 
Department  January  3, 1867,  and  that  the  rights  of  all  parties  who  were 
actual  settlers  June  28,  1870,  were  saved. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  company  that  said  decision  is  erroneous,  and  if 
correct  should  have  no  application  to  settlements  within  the  indemnity 
limits,  and  that  Dooley  could  acquire  no  settlement  rights  on  land  with- 
drawn for  the  benefit  of  the  company.  The  contention  of  the  company 
cannot  be  maintained.  The  effect  of  said  joint  resolution  upon  the 
rights  of  settlers  within  the  limits  of  said  grant  w»is  very  carefully  con- 
sidered by  my  predecessor.  Secretary  Schurz,in  the  Tome  case  (Hupra\ 
in  which  he  states  that  '^the  grant  is  to  be  adjusted  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  though  the  filing  of  the  map  in  this  Department  on  January  3, 
1867,  was  an  act  authorized  by  law,  except  that  the  rights  of  persons 
who  were  actual  settlers  on  the  28th  of  June,  1870,  are  to  be  protected." 
This  mling,  based  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  (16  Op., 
80),  ha8  been  uniformly  followed  by  this  Department. 

In  the  case  of  said  company  r.  liahall  (3  L.  D.,  3*^1),  Acting  Secretary 
Joslyuy  on  January  17,  1885,  approved  ofthe  Tome  decision  {supra)^  and 
said  ^'  the  ruling  in  the  Tome  case  has  been  uniformly  followed  by  this 
Department,  and  I  see  no  good  reason  for  changing  it  in  the  present 
case." 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  land  in  controversy  is  within  the  in- 
demnity limits  of  said  grant;  that  the  right  of  the  company  attaches 
to  the  odd  numbered  sections,  within  said  limits,  by  selection ;  that  no 
selection  of  said  tract  has  been  made  by  the  company,  and  it  would  be 
a  strained  construction  to  hold  that  Congress  intended  to  relieve  actual 
settlers  upon  lands  within  the  granted  limits,  and  deprive  theiu  of  their 
equitable  rights,  if  their  settlements  were  within  the  iniiemnity  limits. 
And  this  Department  held  in  the  case  of  said  company  v.  McCarthy, 
(9  C.  L.  O.,  176,)  that  said  joint  resolution  saved  the  rights  of  settlers 
upon  lands  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit 
of  said  grant.  See  also  Fox  v.  Southern  Pacific  U.  B.  Co.  (2  L.  D., 
558.) 

Again,  if  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  construction  of  said  resolution, 
it  must  be  resolvecl  in  favor  of  the  government  und  against  the  com- 
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pauy.  To  hold  that  a  settler  who  has  made  valuable  improvements  on 
the  public  laud  and  entered  the  same  uuder  the  hometitead  law  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  uuiforni  construction  of  the  law  for  many  years  by 
this  Department,  must  be  deprived  of  his  home  b^'  a  changed  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  is  not  consistent  with  any  principle  of  law  or  equity. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  consider  the  question  whether  the  Department 
had  any  authority  to  older  a  withdrawal  of  lands  within  the  indemnity 
limits.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  case  at  bar  to  hold  that  since  Dooley  was 
an  actual  settler  prior  to  and  at  the  date  of  the  passageof  said  joint  res- 
olution his  rights  were  saved  thereby,  and  having  shown  full  compli- 
ance with  the  requirements  otthe  homestead  law,  his  said  entry  should 
be  i)assed  to  patent. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


SCltIP  LOCATION;  EES  JUhlCATA, 

Thomas  B.  Valentine  etal. 

By  the  former  action  of  tho  Department;  the  ri;jht  to  locatt't  Valentine  Scrip  on  ihi« 
land  tsnow  rea  judicata  an<l  will  not  be  further  considered. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  January  24,  1887. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  .application  of  Thomas  B.  Valentine,  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  David  W.  Kean,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  for  a  re- 
consideration of  the  departmental  decision,  rendered  by  my  predecessor, 
Mr.  Secretary  Scliurz,  February  28, 1879  (G  C.  L.  O.,  22),  denying  the  al- 
leged right  of  said  parties  to  locate  Valentine  scrip  on  certain  lands  lying 
on  the  Lake  front  in  the  City  of  Chicago.  The  decision  reierred  to  rest- 
ed substantially  upon  the  conclusions  that  the  disposition  of  this  land 
through  the  action  of  the  War  Department  in  1839  was  final,  and  not 
to  be  inquired  into  by  this  Department;  and  that  in  any  event  the 
lauds  applied  for  were  not  subject  to  appropriation  with  Valentine 
scrip. 

It  is  now  alleged  as  grounds  for  opening  said  decision  and  the  re-ar. 
gument  of  the  whole  case,  (I)  that  Secretary*  Schurz  was  entirely  mis- 
taken in  the  facts  upon  which  he  based  his  decision.  (2)  That  the  de- 
cision of  Secretary  Schurz,  in  holding  that  this  land  had  been  dedicated 
to  the  City  of  Chicago  and  was  therefore  unoccupied  public  laud,  was 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law,  in  that  it  was  an  attempt  to  divest  the 
United  States  of  its  title  to  these  lands  by  an  executive  decision,  and 
therebj'  usurped  the  i)ower  of  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  public  property. 
(3). That  a  dedication,  if  lawfully  made,  only  conveys  an  easement  and 
not  the  fee,  hence  though  the  City  of  Chicago  may  have  the  use  of  the 
land  the  title  thereto  yet  remains  in  the  government. 

This  motion  could  not  be  entertained,  as  now  presented,  even  if  the 
reasons  urged  for  such  action  were  in  themselves  found  sufficient,  for 
so  far  as  disclosed  by  the  papers  accompanying  the  motion,  no  notice 
of  its  pendency  has  been  served,  or  attempted  to  be  served,  on  the  ad- 
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verse  party  of  record.  The  case  wheu  before  the  Department  formerly 
came  up  on  the  appeal  of  the  City  of  Chicajjo  from  a  decision  of  your 
ofiSce  allowing  the  scrip  location,  and  it  is  the  judgment  the  Department 
then  rendered,  on  such  appeal,  that  the  motion  seeks  to  re-open.  Ap- 
plications for  reconsideration  are  only  entertained  after  due  notice  to 
the  opposite  party.    Rule  76  of  Practice. 

Again,  no  reason  is  given  for  the  delay  in  applying  for  a  rehearing, 
Motions  for  review,  except  in  case  of  newly  discovered  evidence,  must 
be  filed  within  thirty  days  after  receiving  notice  of  the  decision,  (liule 
76.)  There  is  herein  no  pretense  that  the  facts  in  the  case  were  not  all 
fairly  before  the  Department  when  the  decision  complained  of  was  ren- 
dered. 

The  determination  of  the  case  by  my  prede<5essor's  decision  tliat  be- 
came final  also  precludes  further  action  in  the  matter.  The  rule  in  such 
cases  being  that  a  decision  by  the  head  of  a  Department,  v?ith  certain 
exceptions,  is  binding  upon  liis  successor,  and  there  is  notliing  in  this 
case  to  make  it  an  exc<*ption  to  the  general  rule. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  since  the  rendition  of  the  decision  now  under 
consideration,  it  has  been  followed  without  exception,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  in  all  eases  of  application  to  lo^rate  this  scrip  within  the  cor> 
porate  limits  of  a  city  or  townsite.  Townsite  of  Seattle  v.  Valentine  et 
al  (6  O.  L.  O.,  135).  In  the  case  of  Merrifleld  v.  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road Company  (9  C.  L.  O.,  219),  which  involved  the  location  of  Porter- 
field  scrip  on  this  same  tract,  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Secretary  Teller,  fol 
lowed  the  ruling  now  in  question,  and  held  that  the  land  was  not  subject 
to  such  appropriation.  Again,  on  the  application  of  John  Farson,  to 
locate  Valentine  scrip  on  this  tract,  the  Department  adhered  to  its 
former  rulings,  and  rejected  the  application  (2  L.  D.,  338). 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that,  aside  from  any  objection  as  to  the  want 
of  formality  attendant  upon  the  present  petition,  the  question  raised 
thereby  is  no  longer  a  proper  subject  for  adjudication  by  the  Depart- 
ment, as  the  status  of  this  land,  under  this  and  other  cases,  is  now  ret 
judicata.    For  the  reasons  assigned,  the  motion  is  denied. 
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PUBLIC  LAND  STRlP^RdlLROAD  RIGHT  OF  WAY. 

Chicago,  Kansas  &  Western  K.  B.  Go. 

The  lands  embraced  within  the  ''public  land  strip"  are  subject  to  the  operation  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  granting  the  right  of  way  to  railroads  through  the  pub- 
lic lauds. 

Said  act  does  not  require  a  railroad  company,  duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  a 
State,  to  file  proof  of  such  organization  under  the  laws  of  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory through  which  the  road  may  pass. 

Hut  as  said  land  has  never  been  attached  to  any  land  district  the  provisions  of  the 
act  requiring  a  profile  of  the  road  to  be  filed  in  the  local  ofiSce  cannot  be  com- 
plied with,  and  a  map  therefore,  of  a  line  located  through  said  lands  could  not 
be  approved. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Messrs,  Britton  &  Oray^  January  19, 1887. 

Yoar  communication  of  tbe  5tb  instant, asking  to  be  advised  whetber 
tbe  status  of  tbe  Public  Land  strip  is  sacb  tbat  maps  of  a  located 
line  tbrougb  tbe  same  cau  be  approved  under  tbe  general  rigbt  of 
way  provided  for  by  tbe  act  of  Marcb  3,  1875  (18  Stat.,  482),  was  re. 
ferred  to  tbe  Commissioner  of  tbe  General  Land  OfiSce,  wbo  bas  made 
report  tbereon,  copy  of  wbicb  I  bcrewitb  enclose.  The  inquiry  is  made 
in  tbe  interest  of  tbe  Obicago,  Kansas  &  Western  Railroad  Company, 
a  corporation  organized  and  existing  under  tbe  laws  of  Kansas. 

I  am  of  tbe  opinion  tbat  tbe  lands  embraced  iu  tbe  territory  known 
as  tbe  ^^ Public  Laud  strip"  are  public  lauds  of  the  United  States,  and 
are  subject  to  tbe  operation  of  tbe  act  of  March  3,  1875,  granting  the 
rigbt  of  way  to  railroads  tbrougb  tbe  public  lauds  of  tbe  United  States 
I  am  also  of  tbe  opinion  tbat  tbe  act  of  Marcb  3, 1875,  grants  tbe  rigbt 
of  way  tbrougb  the  public  lands  to  any  railroad  company,  organized  by 
tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States  or  any  State  or  Territory,  except  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  tbat  a  company  organized  under  tbe  laws  of 
any  State  is  not  required  to  111^  proof  of  organization  under  tbe  laws  of 
every  State  and  Territory  tbrougb  wbicb  it  may  pass  to  secure  tbe  rigbt 
of  way  granted  by  tbat  act. 

But  tbe  fourth  section  of  said  act  provides,  <^  that  any  railroad  com- 
pany desiring  to  secure  the  benefitsof  this  act  shall  within  twelve  months 
after  the  location  of  any  section  of  twenty  miles  of  its  road,  if  the  same 
be  upon  surveyed  lauds,  and  if  upon  unsurveyed  lands  within  twelve 
months  after  tbe  survey  thereof  by  tbe  United  States,  file  with  tbe  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  for  the  district  where  such  land  is  located  a  pro- 
file of  its  road ;  and  upon  approval  thereof  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, the  same  shall  be  noted  upon  tbe  plats  of  said  office,  and  there- 
after all  such  lands  over  which  such  right  of  way  shall  pass  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  subject  to  such  right  of  way." 

As  the  ^*  Public  Land  strip"  bas  never  been  attaclied  to  any  State  or 
Territory,  or  to  any  land  district  giving  it  jurisdiction  over  said  lands, 
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tbe  provisioDs  of  the  act  could  not  be  complied  with,  and  for  this  reason 
I  think  the  status  of  the  land  is  such  that  a  map  of  located  line  through 
the  same  cannot  be  approved. 


PRACTICE— GONTEST-^MORTOAGKE. 

HeGBANES  r.   LONDEN. 

A  new  hearing  wiU  not  be  acconted  the  mortgagee  of  an  entry,  canceled  on  contest , 
unless  it  is  clearly  shown  that  the  former  proceedings  were  irregular  or  that  the 
evidence  then  submitted  was  false  and  unreliable. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommisaioner  Sparks^  January  29, 1887. 

By  letter  of  February  6, 1883,  your  office  ordered  a  hearing  upon  the 
application  of  Oarl  Hegranes  to  contest  the  homestead  entry  No.  1740, 
February  18,  1881,— cash  entry  No.  4000,  June  15, 1882,— of  Haaken 
Louden,  embracing  the  NW.J  of  Sec.  24,  T.  157  N.,  R.  53  W.,  Grand 
Forks,  Dakota  Territory,  the  charge  being  that  Louden  had  never  re- 
sided upon  his  homestead  entry  prior  to  making  final  proof. 

Pursuant  to  said  order,  after  due  notice,  hearing  was  set  for  July  20, 
1883,  at  which  date  the  entryman  failed  to  appear,  but  sent  a  telegram 
that  he  was  sick  and  unable  to  attend  the  trial  on  that  day.  It  being 
made  to  appear,  however,  that  said  telegram  was  false,  and  that  claim- 
ant instead  of  being  sick  was  simply  intoxicated,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver refused  a  continuance  and  contestant  submitted  his  testimony. 
A  continuance  until  August  2  was  then  ordered  upon  application  of 
contestant,  and  the  entryman  duly  notified  thereof.  Upon  said  ad- 
jonmed  day,  contestant  again  appeared,  but  claimant  again  failed  to 
appear,  whereupon  the  register  and  receiver  considered  the  testimony 
already  submitted,  found  therefrom  that  said  entry  was  fraudulent, 
and  therefore  recommended  its  cancelhition.  From  this  decision 
(date  not  given)  no  appeal  was  filed,  but  the  case  still  remained  at  the 
local  office. 

Some  time  in  September  following.  Louden  died  intestate,  leaving  no 
known  heirs,  and  on  January  28,  1884,  upon  the  application  of  George 
VV.  Gilbert,  administrator  of  his  estate,  the  local  office  ordered  a  further 
hearing  in  the  case,  without  thinking  it  necessary  to  notify  contestant 
of  such  action,  and  hearing  was  appointed  for  March  11, 1884.  On  said 
date  contestant  moved  that  the  administratior  be  required  to  show  that 
he  was  entitled  to  a  rehearing  as  no  notice  of  the  application  therefor 
had  been  given  him.  This  motion  the  local  office  denied,  and  thereupon 
both  parties  submitted  testimony.  Upon  consideration  of  this  latter 
testimony  the  local  officers  by  decision  of  June  20,  1884,  found,  that 
claimant  had  never  resided  on  the  land  as  required  by  the  homestead 
2278  DEC 26 
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law,  but  that  inasmuch  as  the  contestant  desired  to  drop  the  case,  they 
recommended  that  the  contest  be  dismissed,  ^<  as  more  injustice  is  likely 
to  result  to  the  estate  of  the  entrjman  by  the  cancellation  than  benefit 
to  the  government  by  such  action." 

No  appeal  from  this  decision  was  taken,  and  the  whole  case  was  then 
transmitted  to  your  office,  which  by  decision,  dated  April  28,  1B85, 
agreed  with  the  local  officers  in  that  the  ev^idence  showed  a  total  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  entry  man  to  comply  with  the  homestead  law  in  the 
matter  of  residence  upon  his  claim,  but  disapproved  of  their  recom- 
mendation that  the  contest  should  be  dismissed,  and  accordingly  held 
the  entry  in  question  for  cancellation.  From  this  decision  an  appeal 
was  brought  here,  and  the  case  has  been  given  a  careful  examination. 

Since  the  decision  appealed  from  was  rendered,  to  wit,  July  15,  1885, 
there  was  filed  in  the  local  office  the  petition  of  one  E.  S.  Winslow, 
representing  himself  to  be  a  bona  fide  mortgagee  for  value,  of  saidtract, 
without  notice  of  any  defect  in  Londen's  title.  In  this  petition  Wins- 
low  alleges  that  he  had  no  notice  of  the  foregoing  proceedings  at  the 
time  they  were  had,  and  asks,  inasmuch  as  he  has  foreclosed  his  mort- 
gage and  is  now  the  only  party  in  interest,  that  another  hearing  be  or- 
dered at  which  he  may  be  permitted  to  establish  the  good  faith  of  the 
entryman  and  his  compliance  with  the  homestead  law. 

Waiving  whatever  irregularities  may  exist  in  the  proceedings  already 
had,  it  is  clear  from  the  evidence  submitted  at  both  hearings  that  the 
charges  in  the  affidavit  of  contest  have  been  sustained.  It  is  shown 
beyond  all  question  or  doubt  that  the  entryman  never  resided  upon  the 
land  embraced  in  his  claim  prior  to  making  final  proof,  or  at  any  other 
time,  and  your  office  correctly  decided  thereon.  The  contestant  has 
withdrawn  from  the  case;  but  tliat  does  not  abate  the  contest  already 
pending  and  prosecuted  nearly  to  final  judgment.  Taylor  v.  Hufimau 
(5  L.  D.,  40). 

As  regards  the  application  of  Winslow  to  have  another  hearing  in  this 
case,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  must  be  denied.  There  have  been 
two  hearings  in  the  case  already,  one  of  which  was  had  after  due  notice 
to  the  entryman,  and  the  other  upon  the  application  of  the  administra- 
tor of  his  estate,  and  the  evidence  submitted  at  both  hearings  shows 
clearly  that  said  entryman  never  complied  with  the  law.  The  mort- 
gagee is  simply  a  claimant  under  the  entryman,  and  before  he  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  in  the  premises,  he  must  make  it  appear  by  something 
more  potent  than  his  own  uncorroborated  and  unsworn  statement  that 
said  hearings  were  irregular  in  some  respect,  or  that  the  evidence  then 
adduced  is  false  and  untrustworthy.     This  he  has  not  done. 

The  decision  api)ea]ed  from  is  affirmed. 
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PRACTICE^REVIEW ;  SPECULATIVE  CONTEST. 

Neilson  V.  Shaw  (on  beview). 

If  the  evidence  is  such  that  fair  minds  may  reasonably  differ  as  to  the  conclasion  to 
be  drawn  therefrom,  a  review  of  the  former  decision  will  not  be  granted  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  supported  by  the  evidence. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  iSparlcs^  January  29, 1887. 

Simeon  S.  Neilson,  by  his  attorney,  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  and 
revocation  of  departmental  decision,  dated  October  9th  last  (5  L.  D. 
358),  in  the  case  of  said  Neilson  v.  Flora  E3.  Shaw,  involving  the  NW.J 
of  St3c.  12,  T.  Ill  N.,  R.  CI  W.,  Huron,  Dakota  Territory. 

Said  decision  affirmed  that  of  yoar  office,  dated  February  11, 1885, 
and  awarded  the  tract  specified  to  Mrs.  Shaw  under  her  right  as  a  pre« 
ferred  contestant,  the  quesrion  at  issue  being  as  to  which  of  the  parties 
herein  should  be  considered  as  the  first  bona  fide  legal  contestant. 
•  ••••• 

The  departmental  decision  herein  complained  of  found  the  facts  sub- 
stantially  as  your  office  had  done  and  likewise  came  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion in  the  matter  of  the  preference  right  of  contest;  citing  as  author- 
ity for  such  ruling  instrnctions  to  land  officers  at  Grand  Forks,  Dakota 
(90.  L.O.,  186),  Dclaney  v.  Bowers  (1  L.  D.,  189),  O'Kane  r.  Woody 
(2  id.,  64),  instructions  to  Huron  office,  September  22,  1883  (3  id.,  120), 
BrowD  V.  Brown  and  Moses  v.  Brown  (2  id.,  259)  Thorpe,  et  al.  v.  McWill- 
iams  (3  id.,  341),  Melcher  v.  Clark  (4  id.,  504),  Dayton  v.  Hause  (id., 
268),  and  Geer  v,  Farrington  (id.,  410);,  and  commenting  upon  and  ex- 
plaining the  cases  of  Johnson  v.  Bishop  etal.  (2  L.  D.,  67),  and  Austin 
V.  Norin  (4  L.  D.,  461).  From  all  which  it  is  apparent  that  the  sole 
question  in  the  case  is  as  to  the  legality  and  validity  of  Neilson's  con- 
test; for  if  said  contest,  being  the  first  in  point  of  time,  was  valid  and 
legal,  then  as  a  matter  of  law  he  should  have  the  preference  right  of 
entry  after  cancellation  of  the  entry  attacked  under  the  act  of  May  14, 
1880  (21  Stat.,  140).  The  decision  complained  of  found  it  to  be  invalid, 
illegal,  and  fraudulent,  in  that  it  was  not  initiated  and  prosecuted  in 
good  faith,  but  for  speculative  purposes. 

The  motion  herein  sets  up  sixteen  ^^  reasons"  why  said  decision  should 
be  revoked:  The  first,  second,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  twelfth  and  six- 
teenth specifications  of  error  relate  to  questions  of  evidence  and  good 
faith  in  the  parties  herein  and  attack  the  findings  on  those  matters  in 
the  decision  complained  of;  tho  third,  fourth  and  fifteenth  specifications 
relate  to  questions  of  law,  and  insist  that  said  decision  is  in  violation  of 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  and  the  settled  rules  of 
the  land  department;  and  the  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  thirteenth 
and  fourteenth  specifications  relate  to  the  rulings  and  decisions  cited  as 
authority  for  the  conclusion  reached  in  said  decision,  and  insist  that 
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some  of  said  cited  decisions  aud  rulings  are  irrelevant  and  have  no  ap- 
plication to  the  case  under  consideration,  and  that  others  are  misapplied. 

I  have  given  the  evidence  a  careful  re-examination.  Much  of  it  is  irrel- 
evant and  has  no  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue.  Much  of  it  is  also 
conflicting,  and  some  of  it  irreconcilable.  But  I  think  it  evident  that 
at  the  time  Mrs.  Shaw  initiated  her  contest,  Neilson  had  at  least  tliree 
contests  pending  in  his  own  name,  including  the  one  under  considera- 
tion, and  at  least  two  more  in  the  name  of  one  Pickering  in  which  he 
was  interested  somewhat,  against  separate  tracts  of  land.  I  think  it 
quite  evident  also  that  ho  desired  to  enter  one  of  the  tracts  thus  con- 
tested when  the  entry  covering  it  should  be  canceled.  He  testifies  that 
he  from  the  first  intended  to  enter  the  tract  in  question,  and  that  he  de- 
sired to  sell  the  withdrawals  of  the  other  contests  or  his  preference  right, 
in  case  he  procured  the  cancellation  of  the  original  entries ;  that  his  pur- 
pose always  was  to  enter  the  trftct  in  question  except  for  a  brief  time, 
after  Mrs.  Shaw  had  moved  upon  the  claim,  when  he  consented  to  with- 
draw his  contest  for  a  consideration,  but  as  she  was  unwilling  to  pay 
such  consideration,  he  then  went  on  with  his  contest  and  furnished  the 
evidence  to  procure  the  cancellation  of  the  original  entry.  There  is, 
however,  evidence  to  the  effect  that  Neilson  was  willing  to  sell  the  with- 
drawal of  any  one  of  his  contests,  and  that  he  offered  Lyman  his  choice 
of  any  one  of  five  contests,  including  the  one  under  consideration.  Thus 
leaving  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  would  sell  those  for  which  he  could 
realize  the  most  money  and  keep  for  himself  one  claim,  which  one  he 
was  not  particular.  While,  as  already  stated,  the  evidence  upon  this 
question  is  somewhat  conflicting,  I  am  not  able  to  conclude  from  a  re- 
examination of  it,  that  the  former  finding  was  absolutely  and  uncon- 
scionably wrong.  Granting  that  the  evidence  is  such  that  fair  minds 
may  reasonably  differ  as  to  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  it,  yet  for 
this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  I  am  of  opinion  the  former  finding  as  to  the 
facts  should  be  adhered  to. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  withdrawal  of  this  Neilson  contest  w^as 
offerad  by  him  for  sale  prior  to  the  time  your  office  ordered  a  hearing 
upon  the  original  contest,  but  that  it  was  never  sold,  nor  even  offered 
for  sale  subsequent  to  said  last-named  date,  is  unquestioned.  On  the  con- 
trary, as  abundantly  appears  from  the  evidence,  when  your  office,  ou 
July  15,  1882,  directed  a  hearing  upon  Neilson's  application  to  contest, 
and  at  all  times  thereafter  he  continued  to  prosecute  said  contest  as 
rapidly  as  circumstances  would  permit,  moved  upon  the  land  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1883,  and  has  continued  to  reside  there  ever  since, 
his  improvements  at  date  of  last  hearing  (August  11,  1884,)  being  val- 
ued at  from  $600  to  $1,000.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
Mrs.  Shaw  has  been  living  upon  the  land  ever  since  June,  1882.  Bnt 
inasmuch  as  each  party  here  appears  as  a  contestant,  each  must  be  re- 
stricted to  rights  obtained  by  the  contest.  Consequently,  the  questioDs 
of  priority  of  settlement,  residence,  and  improvements  do  not  properly 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  this  case. 
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Becari'iug  now  to  the  only  real  question  in  the  case,  viz:  tbe  charac- 
ter of  Neilson's  contest,  it  is  found  he  had  upon  several  occasions,  prior 
to  the  date  when  his  application  to  contest  was  allowed  by  your  office, 
offered  the  relinquishment  of  it  for  sale.  This  fact  renders  it  what  was 
considered  in  the  former  decision  to  be  fraudulent  and  speculative;  and 
in  this  conclusion  I  am  unable  to  find  error  of  law.  It  is  true,  as  sug- 
gested by  counsel  for  Neilson,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  itself 
to  prevent  an  individual  from  contesting  as  many  homestead  and  cash 
entries  as  he  may  choose  to  do.  Likewise  it  has  been  often  ruled  that 
the  qualifications  of  a  contestant  do  not  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
a  contest  against  a  homestead  or  cash  entry.  But  it  must  also  be  re- 
membered that  a  contest  initiated  for  the  puri>ose  of  speculation  and 
actually  offered  for  sale  is  not  a  contest  in  good  faith,  and  is  therefore 
invalid.     Being  invalid,  no  rights  are  acquired  by  virtue  of  it. 

This  disposes  of  the  only  real  question  in  the  case,  adversely  to  Neil- 
son.  This  contest  having  been  declared  to  be  of  no  avail,  that  of  Mrs 
Shaw  is  allowed  to  take  effect.  Having  also  furnished  evidence  suffi- 
cient  to  warrant  the  cancellation  of  th<'  entry  attacked,  she  should  upon 
paying  the  land  office  fees  be  allowed  to  enter  the  land  in  controversy. 
The  question  of  improvement,  etc.,  does  not  enter  into  a  consideration 
of  this  case. 

It  is  thus  made  apparent  that  there  was  neither  error  of  fact  nor  of 
law  in  the  former  decision;  and  this  view  of  the  case  renders  it  unneces- 
sary to  discuss  the  authorities  cited  in  said  decision.  For,  if  the  con- 
clusion therein  was  correct,  it  is  a  matter  of  little  or  no  consequence 
whether  the  authorities  cited  support  it  or  not. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  the  motion  for  review  and  revocation  will 
not  be  granti^d,  and  the  former  decision  is  adhered  to. 


timber  trespass.— hoafestic  a  i)  entry. 
John  T.  Wooten. 

Boxing  piue  trees  on  the  public  lauds  for  the  purpose  of  securiojj  turpnufcinw  is  an  in- 
dictable offoase  under  Mection  2461  R.  S. 

8ach  use  and  disposition  of  timber,  growing  on  laud  covered  by  a  homestead  entry, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  the  "cultivation"  reqairtjil  hy  the  hora»/St^ad  law. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  the  Attorney- General^  January  31, 1887. 

Herewith  I  transmit  the  papers  in  a  case  of  timber  trespass  for  tur- 
pentine purposes  alleged  against  John  T.  Wooten,  of  New  Branford, 
Florida,  comprising  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  dated  the  2lst  instant,  report  of  special  agent  Con- 
ner of  Jane  32nd,  1886  with  accompanying  affidavits,  letter  ot  agent 
Conner  of  June  14th,  1886,  letter  of  late  agent  Coffman  of  April  2Ist  1885t 
with  certain  affidavits,  and  letter  of  agent  Griffin  of  June  4th  1885. 
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From  these  papers  it  appears  that  from  Janaary  1885  to  Jane  22Qd 
1886,  the  date  of  agent  Conner's  report,  Wooten  caused  about  26,400 
pine  trees  to  be  boxed  on  the  lands  described,  located  in  townships  6 
and  7  south,  range  14  east,  Florida,  gathered  therefrom  770  barrels  of 
crude  gum  which  he  hauled  to  his  distillery  near  by  and  there  manu- 
factured  into  6,160  gallons  of  turpentine  and  770  barrels  of  resin,  sell- 
ing the  same  in  Savannah,  Ga. 

The  value  of  the  turpentine  is  given  as  25  cents  per  gallon,  and  the 
resin  $1  per  barrel. 

O^  the  lands  on  which  the  trees  were  boxed  160  acres  were  vacant  at 
the  date  of  the  trespass,  and  880  acres  were  covered  by  homestead  en- 
tries. It  appears  that  certain  of  these  entrymen  came  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  work  for  Wooten,  who  furnished  them  with  money  to  pay  the 
entry,  fees. 

The  gum  which  came  from  the  trees  on  these  homestead  entries  was 
received  by  Wooten  on  the  following  terms :  He  to  pay  the  entrymen  one- 
third  of  a  cent  per  season  for  the  products  of  each  box,  boxing,  and  chip- 
ping the  trees  and  gathering  the  gum ;  or  $2.50  per  barrel  for  the  gum  at 
the  trees,  they  to  box  and  chip  the  trees  and  do  the  dipping.  In  either 
case  he  received  the  gum  at  the  trees  and  hauled  it  to  the  distillery.  In 
answer  to  the  question,  '-^Was  the  trespass  willful!"  Agent  Conner 
says,  '^  John  F.  Wooten  knew  the  aharacter  and  status  of  the  lands  he 
was  boxing  and  buying  gum  from."  Part  of  the  trees  on  the  home- 
stead entries  were  boxed  by  Wooten  or  by  men  in  his  employ,  and  part  of 
them  by  the  homesteaders,  under  the  contract  Wooten  made  with  them 
to  receive  the  crude  gum.  All  the  entries  involved  have  either  been 
held  for  cancellation,  or  hearings  have  been  ordered  therein.  Wooten 
is  represented  as  financially  responsible,  and  the  agent  who  investigated 
the  case  recommends  ^*  a  thorough  enforcement  of  the  law  against  him.'' 

I  concur  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioner  that  the  boxing  of  trees  for 
turpentine  purposes,  and  the  working  of  a  turpentine  orchard  on  a 
homestead  entry  is  not  such  a  ^^  cultivation  "  of  the  land  as  is  contem- 
plated by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  1862.  The  cultivation  con- 
templated by  that  act  was  undoubtedly  the  preparation  and  use  of  the 
soil  for  agricultural  purposes,  whereby  the  land  would  be  reclaimed 
from  it«  wild  state  and  be  made  productive.  Said  act  gives  the  home- 
steader a  right  to  occupy  the  land  entered  for  the  purposes  of  a  resi- 
dence, cultivation  and  improvement,  with  a  view  to  making  it  his  per- 
manent home,  but  it  invests  him  with  no  right  of  spoliation,  nor  does  it 
confer  any  privilege  to  use  the  land  for  any  purposes  inconsistent  with 
its  use  for  farming  pursuits. 

Where  homestead  entries  are  covered  with  timber  it  is  held  by  this 
Department  that  the  entrymen  have  no  right  to  remove  the  timber  from 
the  land  faster  than  is  necessary  in  order  to  clear  it  and  prepare  it  for 
cultivation.  To  that  extent  the  timber  may  be  appropriated  by  the  en- 
try man,  but  no  further,  until  he  has  made  proof  of  compliance  with  the 
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reqnirements  of  the  homestead  law,  and  has  received  his  receipt  for  the 
paymcDt  of  the  laud  office  fees. 

Sach  view  of,  and  practice  under,  the  law  would  certainly  forbid  the 
boxing  of  trees  on  homestead  entries  for  turpentine  purposes,  and't'ie 
working  of  turpentine  orchards  thereon.  This  Department  holds  that 
the  boxing  of  trees  on  the  public  lands  for  turpentine  purposes  ia  an 
offense  mdiutable  under  section  2461  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  this  view  is  sustained  by  the  ruling  of  Judge  Hill,  dis- 
trict judge  for  the  Southern  District  of  Mississippi,  in  the  case  of  G. 
S.  Leatherberry,  (27  Fed.  Rep.,  No.  8,  p.  606).  As  stated  by  Judge  Hill, 
the  object  and  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  protect  the  public  timber. 
The  result  of  boxing  pine  trees  for  turpentine  purposes  is  to  destroy 
the  timber  as  effectually  as  though  it  were  severed  from  the  stump,  the 
oul3'  difference  being  that  the  boxing  process  is  slower.  To  hold  that 
thus  boxing  the  trees  is  not  an  offense  under  this  section  would  be  go- 
ing a  great  way  toward  defeating  the  purpose  had  in  view  in  its  enact- 
meut.  Destroying  the  trees  by  boxing  is  equivalent  ^o  cutting  them 
down  at  once ;  and  using  the  crude  gum  for  the  manufacture  of  turpen- 
tine and  resin  is  employing  the  timber  for  a  purpose  other  than  for  the 
use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

I  cannot  see  that  the  method  adopted  by  Wooten  to  secure  the  crude 
gum  from  the  trees  upon  these  homesteads  relieved  him  in  any  sense  of 
the  responsibility  attaching  to  the  boxing  of  the  trees  or  the  use  of 
their  product.  Where  he  did  not  box  the  trees  himself  or  hire  some  one 
else  to  do  it  for  him,  he  procured  it  to  be  done  by  the  entrymen  by  rea- 
son of  the  agreement  made  with  them  ;  and  in  either  case,  whether  the 
gam  came  from  the  trees  boxed  by  the  homesteader  or  himself,  he  en- 
tered upon  the  lands  to  gather  the  product  of  the  boxing. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  letter  of  Agent  Griffin  of  June 
4th,  1885,  which  seems  to  show  very  clearly  that  the  result  of  boxing 
pine  trees  for  turpentine  is  to  destroy  them  as  certainly  as  though  they 
were  cut  down,  <<  the  only  difference  being  that  the  boxed  tree  has  a 
few  years  to  linger  while  the  turpentine  gatherer  dips  its  dying  flow  of 
sap." 

In  view  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  this  case  I  am  of  opinion  that  Wooten 
is  liable  criminally  for  boxing  or  causing  to  be  boxed  the  trees  involved 
in  the  trespass,  whether  on  the  homestead  entries  or  vacant  public 
land,  as  well  as  civilly  for  the  injury  done  by  the  boxing,  and  for  the 
turpentine  and  resin  manufactured  from  the  gum.  [  have  the  honor, 
therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  papers  herewith  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  United  States  attorney,  with  directions  to  institute 
criminal  suit  against  Wooten  for  his  violation  of  law  in  connection  with 
the  boxing  of  the  trees  and  the  appropriation  of  the  gum,  and  civil 
suit  against  him  to  recover  the  manufactured  value  of  the  turpentine 
and  resin,  and  for  the  amount  of  the  injury  done  to  the  trees  by  the 
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boxiDg,  as  recommended  by  the  Gommissiouer^  if  an  examination  of  the 
facts  in  the  case  shall  seem  to  warrant  such  action  and  it  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service. 


PR  A  CTICE—CERTWBARI—A  PPEA  L. 
MURDOCK  V.  HiGGASON. 

The  applicatiou  for  certiorari  herein,  being  in  effect  an  appeal,  is  treated  as  snch, 

baviug  been  filed  within  the  proper  time  therefor. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  January  31,  1887. 

Oscar  Higgason  has  filed  in  the  Department  an  application  for  certi- 
orari in  the  above  stated  case,  alleging  error  in  the  decision  of  the  As- 
sistant Commissioner  of  December  9,  188f>. 

It  appears  fiDm  the  application,  which  is  verified  by  the  record,  that 
on  July  8, 1886,  you  afiirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  in  favor 
of  the  legality  of  Higgason's  preemption  settlement  and  filing,  with 
the  right  to  show  compliance  with  the  law  as  to  residence  and  cnltiva- 
tion. 

October  5-,  1886,  a  motion  was  made  by  Murdock  for  a  reconsideration 
of  said  decision  upon  ex  parte  testimony  filed  before  yon  alleging  fraud 
and  illegality  in  Higgason's  settlement  and  filing. 

November  1,  1886,  Higgason  filed  a  motion  for  a  hearing  in  said  case 
to  enable  him  to  introduce  evidence  to  disprove  the  allegation  in  said 
motion  for  reconsideration,  which  was  refused,  and  on  December  9, 1886, 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  reconsidered  said  decision  of  July  8,  and 
ordered  the  cancellation  of  Higgason's  filing. 

It  appearing  that  the  lim:tation  as  to  appeal  has  not  expired,  and  also 
that  the  x)etition  termed  an  application  for  certiorari  is  in  effect  an  ap- 
peal, I  think  it  may  without  impropriety  be  termed  an  appeal  and  so 
treated,  if  he  so  elect. 


homkstea  d—commuta  tion—residence, 
Oscar  T.  Roberts. 

The  right  acquired  by  the  original  entry  is  lost,  if  the  entry  luado  on  commutation 
is  canceled  for  the  reason  that  a  bona  fide  residence  has  not  been  established. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  February  1,  1887. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  Oscar  T.  Roberts  from  the  decisions 
of  your  oftice,  dated  June  22  and  Au:4:ust  22, 1885,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion his  commutation  cash  entry  No.  717  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T. 
139  N.,  R.  81  W.,  made  December  18, 1884,  at  the  Bismarck  land  office, 
in  Dakota  Territory.     With  the  final  proof  appears  the  explanatory 
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affidavit  of  the  eutryiuau  showing  that  he  was  an  unmarried  man,  and 
in  limited  fi'iancial  circumstances;  that  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1884, 
he  established  an  actual  residence  on  the  land  in  a  house,  which  he  had 
previously  erected  thereon;  that  since  that  date  he  has  maintained  a 
residence  by  going:  upon  the  laud  as  often  as  once  every  two  weeks,  re- 
maining sometimes  over  night,  and  at  other  times  a  day  and  a  night, 
looking  after  his  household  goods  and  superintending  his  improvements 
thereon;  that  during  this  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  clerical  work  at 
Mandan  in  said  Territory,  about  four  and  one-half,  miles  distant  from 
said  land;  that  since  making  said  entry  and  establishing  his  residence 
upon  said  laud,  as  aforesaid,  he  has  always  claimed  the  same  as  his  home 
to  the  exclusion  of  one  elsewhere;  that  he  has  expended  his  wages  in 
improving  said  land,  and  the  improvements  have  been  made  thereon  to 
the  full  extent  of  his  means;  that  the  house  built  upon  said  tract  has 
a  good,  substantial  frame,  double-boarded,  ceiled  inside  and  lined  with 
building  paper,  and  is  a  good,  comfortable  residence,  furnished  with  all 
necessary  household  furniture;  that  he  has  continued  to  reside  on  said 
tract  all  that  was  possible  for  him  to  do  under  the  circumstances;  that 
he  has  acted  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  is  trying  to  secure  said  land  for 
a  home  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  speculation. 

Upon  the  proof  ottered  the  local  land  officers  recived  payment  and 
issued  cash  certiOcate  for  said  land.  Ou  June  32,  1885,  your  office  sus- 
pended said  cash  entry,  for  the  reason  that  the  testimony  concerning 
the  entryman's  absences  was  indefinite,  and  the  local  land  officers  wore 
directed  to  notify  him  'Hhat  a  supplemental  affidavit,  duly  corroborated, 
specifying  the  date  and  duration,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  each  absence, 
is  required.''  Thereupon,  Roberts  tiled  a  supplemental  affidavit  as  di- 
rected, repeated  substantiaUy  his  former  statements,  and  also  alleged 
that  he  had  expended  some  four  hundred  dollars  in  improving  said  land; 
that  having  kept  no  memorandum,  he  was  unable  to  state  the  exact 
dates  or  duration  of  his  several  absences  from  the  land;  that  his  em- 
ployment required  him  to  spend  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  away 
from  the  land,  but  that  he  went  to  the  land  at  least  once  in  two  weeks 
during  the  entire  time  prior  to  making  proof  and  payment  for  the  same; 
that  he  has  no  intention  of  abandoning  said  land  and  still  continues  to 
keep  up  his  improvements  thereon  ;  and  that  if  the  proofs  already  sub- 
mitted are  not  considered  sufficient  to  sustain  his  entry,  then  he  must 
lose  the  land,  as  he  is  unable  to  do  anything  more. 

l>n  August  22, 1885,  >  our  office  considered  said  supplemental  affidavit? 
and  heM  that  the  explanation  contained  therein  was  not  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  your  office,  and  that  said  cash  entry  must 
be  held  for  cancellation  forwant  of  proof  showing  a  "ftowa^^e  residence" 
on  said  tract.  Said  decision  further  states  ^'  that  the  rights  acquired 
by  his  homestead  entry  still  remain  intact,  the  object  of  this  present 
action  being  only  to  insist  that  before  obtaining  title  to  the  land,  he 
shall  establish  an  actual  residence  thereon." 
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It  is  clear  that  if  the  entryman  has  never  established  ^<  bona  fide  resi- 
dence" ou  said  tract  and  his  eutry  is  for  that  reason  canceled,  then  the 
homestead  entry  must  also  be  canceled.  Greenwood  v.  Peters  (4  L.  D., 
237).  But  the  decision  appealed  from  states  that  ^^  it  appears  that  he 
(Roberts)  made  his  eutry  December  10,  1883,  but  established  residence 
and  broke  ten  acres,"  thus  conceding  that  the  entryman  established  his 
residence  on  the  land.  There  is  no  concealment  by  the  entryman  in  his 
final  x>roof  and  no  evidence  of  bad  faith  on  his  part.  Under  the  circum- 
stances disclosed  by  therecord,  the  entryman  should  be  allowed  to  make 
new  proof,  showing  compliance  with  the  law  as  to  residence,  cultiva- 
tion, etc.,  within  a  reasonable  time.  His  cash  entry  will  remain  sus- 
pended, until  such  proof  is  furnished. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modi  (led  aoordingly. 


homestead  affidavit— voidable  e\tiiy. 

Roe  v.  Schano. 

A  homestead  entry  in  which  the  preliminary  affidavit  was  not  made  hefore  the  clerk 
of  the  court  in  the  county  where  the  land  is  situated,  but  before  the  clerk  of  the 
court  in  an  adjoining  county,  is  voidable  ouly,  and  the  defect  may  be  cared  by 
prox)er  supplemental  affidavit. 

Permission  to  file  such  affidavit  is  accorded  the  defendant  herein,  as  the  sufficiency 
of  his  original  affidavit  was  not  an  issue  in  the  contest  and  his  good  faith  is  ap- 
parent. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  February  5,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  application  of  Nelson  C.  Roe  for  a  review  of 
departmental  decision,  rendered  November  13,  1886,  in  the  case  of  Nel- 
son G.  Roe  V,  Quirin  Bchaug,  in  which  the  decision  of  your  office  affirm- 
ing the  action  of  the  local  land  officers  in  dismissing  Roe's  contest  against 
Schang's  homestead  entry  No.  5727  of  the  S.  i  of  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  8, 
T.  6  N.  R.  66  W.,  made  June  14,  1881,  at  the  Denver  laud  office,  in  the 
State  of  Colorado,  was  affirmed. 

The  record  shows  that  Roe  initiated  a  contest  against  said  entry,  no- 
tice was  issued  charging  abandonment,  and  testimony  was  taken  be- 
fore the  proper  officer  on  February  19,  1885.  Upon  the  evidence  sub- 
mitted the  register  and  receiver  found  that  the  claimant  had  acted  in 
good  faith  ;  that  tbe  allegations  of  the  contestant  were  not  sustained, 
and  that  the  contest  should  be  dismissed.  On  appeal,  your  office,  on 
May  26,  1885,  affirmed  the  action  of  the  local  land  officers  and  dismissed 
said  contest.  Thereupon,  the  contestant  appealed  to  this  Department 
and  the  decision  of  your  office  was  affirmed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  a  single  issue  is  raised  in  this  motion  tbat 
was  not  presented  to  the  Department  when  said  decision  was  rendered. 
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The  applicant  has  appended  to  his  motion  certain  letters  alleged  to 
have  been  written  by  the  defendant,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  re- 
late to  the  laud  in  controversy. 

The  affidavit  of  contest  charged  abandonment,  change  of  residence 
for  more  than  six  months  and  failure  to  settle  and  cultivate  as  required 
by  law,  and  the  notice  issued  summoned  the  defendant  to  answer  to 
the  charge  of  abandonment.  There  was  evidence  submitted  relative  to 
said  charges  upon  both  sides,  and  since  the  testimony  is  conflicting  and 
the  decisions  of  the  local  land  officers,  your  office,  and  the  Department 
all  sustain  the  good  faith  of  the  entryman,  and  hold  that  the  contest- 
ant has  failed  to  sustain  the  charges  made  against  said  entry,  the  de- 
cision, so  far  as  relates  to  these  issues^  must  remain  unchanged.  The 
motion,  however,  presents  another  serious  question,  which  deserves 
consideration. 

The  third  ground  upon  which  said  motion  is  based  is  as  follows:  '^  It 
Wi\s  error  not  to  order  the  entry  canceled,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
sworn  to  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  and  for  Larimer  county,  w^hen 
in  truth  and  in  fact  said  land  is  in  Weld  county." 

The  affidavit  shows  that  it  was  executed  before  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court  for  Larimer  county,  Colorado,  and  it  appears  that  the  land 
in  controversy  is  in  the  county  of  Weld. 

Section  2294  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  provides 
that,  ^'  In  any  case  in  which  the  applicant  for  the  benefit  of  the  home- 
stead, and  whose  family  or  some  member  thereof  is  residing  on  the  land 
which  he  desires  to  enter,  and  upon  which  a  ^on^'a^^Ze  improvement  and 
settlement  have  been  made,  is  prevented  by  reason  of  distance,  bodily 
infirmity,  or  other  good  cause,  from  personal  attendance  at  the  district 
laud  office,  it  may  be  lawful  for  him  to  make  the  affidavit  required  by 
law  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  county  in  which  the  applicant 
is  an  actual  resident,  and  to  transmit  the  same  with  the  fee  and  com- 
missions to  the  register  and  receiver." 

In  the  case  at  bar,  it  is  not  claimed  by  Schaog  that  any  member  of 
his  family,  other  than  himself,  was  residing  on  said  land,  hence  a  strict 
compliance  with  said  section  necessitates  the  making  of  the  affidavit 
before  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  county  where  said  land  is  situated. 
Said  entry  is  not,  however,  to  be  considered  void,  but  rather  voidable, 
capable  of  being  perfected  by  a  supplemental  affidavit  made  before  the 
proper  officer.  The  insufficiency  of  said  affidavit  was  not  put  in  issue  in 
said  contest,  nor  was  it  alleged  in  the  appeals  from  the  local  land  offi- 
cers or  your  office.  This  Department  unquestionably  has  the  power 
to  cancel  an  entry  for  good  cause  shown  on  appeal,  even  when  the  cause 
is  not  alleged  in  the  affidavit  and  notice  of  contest.  Smith  v.  Brandes 
(2  L.  D.,  95) ;  Condon  v.  Arnold  (ibid.,  96) ;  Murphy  v.  Longley  et  aU 
(4  L.  D.,  239).  But  it  will  be  observed  that  such  action  is  based  upon 
the  theory  that  in  all  contests  the  government  is  a  party  in  interest,  and 
whenever  the  evidence  shows  that  a  party  is  seeking  to  acquire  title  to 
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the  public  land  fraudniently,  the  entry  will  be  canceled,  even  thoagh 
fraud  is  not  specifically  charged  by  tbe  contestant.  Lee  v,  Johnson 
(116  U.  S.,  48). 

Since  it  has  been  decided  by  the  local  land  officers,  your  office,  and 
the  Department,  that  the  entryman  has  acted  in  good  faith,  and  there 
is  no  sufficient  reason  shown  for  changing  that  ruling  upon  that  point, 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  valid  objection  to  allowing  Schang  to 
make  a  supplemental  affidavit  before  the  proper  officer  curing  the  de- 
fect above  indicated.  You  will  therefore  direct  the  local  land  officers  to 
advise  Mr.  Schang  that  he  will  be  allowed  thirty  days  from  receipt  of 
notice  hereof  within  which  to  file  said  supplemental  affidavit. 

Said  departmental  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


RAILROAD  GRANT  SELECTION—FINAL  PROOF. 

Nyman  V.  St.  Paul  M.  and  M.  Ry.  Co. 

Selection  of  a  tract  within  the  granted  limits  will  not  confer  title  if  the  land  wa«  not 
granted;  but  while  the  selection  remains  of  record  entry  of  the  land  shonld  not 
be  allowed. 

When  final  proof  is  offered  for  laud  covered  by  an  adverse  selection,  the  party  mak- 
ing snch  selection  is  entitled  to  special  citation. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparls,  February  7,'  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Cbarles  Nyman  v.  the  Saint  Paul,  Min- 
neapolis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  transmitted  by  your  office 
letter,  dated  December  10,  1885,  in  accordance  with  departmental  in- 
structions, dated  November  23,  1885. 

The  record  shows  that  said  tract  is  within  the  granted  limits  of  said 
company,  and  that  3*our  office,  on  February  5,  1885,  rejected  its  claim 
to  the  NB.  4  of  Sec.  3,  T.  117  N.,  R.  29  W.,  in  the  Benson  land  district, 
State  of  Minnesota,  for  the  reason  that  said  tract  was  covered  by  home- 
stead entry  No.  1111  at  the  date  when  the  ri^ht  of  the  State  attached 
to  the  odd  numbered  sections  granted,  to  wit,  on  March  3,  18G3.  Ful- 
ler made  said  entry  on  November  18,  1864,  which  remained  of  record 
until  May  1,  1872.  On  June  5,  1873,  Nyman  offered  his  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  for  the  S.  ^  of  said  quarter  section,  alleging  set- 
tlement thereon  March  14,  same  year,  und  Peter  Asp  offered  to  file  his 
preemption  declaratory  statement  for  the  N.  ^  of  said  quarter  section, 
both  of  which  were  rejected  by  the  local  land  officers  because  of  coniiict 
with  the  right  of  said  com)iany,  and  the  parties  duly  appealed  from 
said  action. 

An  inspection  of  the  records  of  your  office  shows  that  on  May  26, 1880, 
said  company  selected  said  NE.  ^ — which  your  office  seems  to  have  over- 
looked— and  the  selection  was  posted  on  August  next  ensuing.  *  On 
November  15, 1883,  Nyman  made  homestead  entry  No.  11,538  of  the  N. 
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^  and  Asp  made  homestead  entry  No.  11,539  of  the  S.  i  of  said  ^  section, 
each  filing  an  affidavit  alleging  that  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  the 
description  of  the  hind  embraced  in  his  said  declarcitory  statement  and 
that  he  was  actnally  residing  upon  the  land  which  he  sought  to  enter. 
On  December  18, 1883,  Nyman  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  make 
final  proof  before  the  proper  officers  on  Jannary  31, 1884,  and  on  the 
date  last  named  he  offered  bis  final  proof,  showing  continuous  residence 
on  the  land  since  November,  1873.  The  proof  was  accepted,  and  on 
March  15,  1884,  final  certificate  No.  6135  was  issued  thereon.  Your 
office  held  that  since  the  railroad  company  had  failed  to  appear  at  the 
tio>e  and  place  mentioned  in  the  published  notice  for  making  final  proof 
and  contest  Nyman's  right  to  make  said  entry,  it  thereby  waived  all 
right  to  appear  afterwards  and  assert  a  claim  to  the  land  adverse  to 
him.  Said  decision  is  based  upon  the  departmental  decision  in  the  case 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v,  Andrew  J.  Forrester 
(1  L.  D.,  431). 

It  is  strenuously  insisted  by  the  company  that  said  decision  of  your 
office  is  erroneous  in  holding  that  Fuller's  said  entry  excepted  the  land 
covered  thereby  from  said  grant,  for  the  reason  that  the  papers  show 
that  Fuller,  at  the  time  he  made  said  entry,  was  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  his  family  or  some 
member  of  his  family  was  at  the  time  residing  on  the  land ;  and  (2)  that, 
as  the  record  shows  that  said  company  had  made  a  selection  of  said 
quarter  section,  which  was  posted  upon  the  records  of  your  office,  it  was 
error  to  hold  that  the  company  waived  any  right  by  not  appearing  at 
the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the  published  notice,  for  the  reason 
that  there  was  no  special  notice  served  upon  the  company  to  appear  at 
that  time  and  contest  Nyman's  right  to  the  land. 

The  record  shows  several  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  which 
should  not  have  been  allowed.  If,  however,  it  shall  appear  that  said 
section  was  excepted  from  the  grant  to  said  compan3^,  these  irregulari- 
ties are  but  errors  without  injury  so  far  as  its  rights  are  concerned. 

The  contention  that  Fuller's  entry,  being  intact  at  the  date  when  the 
rights  of  the  company  attached,  did  not  except  the  land  covered  thereby 
from  the  grant,  cannot  be  maintained.  It  has  been  repeatedly  ruled 
by  this  Department  adversely  to  the  claim  of  the  company  and  may  now 
be  considered  well  settled.  Eastings  &  Dakota  Railway  Company  v, 
Graham  (I  L.  D.,  380);  St.  Paul  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Porseth  (3  L.  D., 
446) ;  same  company  v.  Leech  (ibid.,  500) ;  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v, 
Urquhart  (4  L.  1).,  421). 

Again,  the  selection  of  said  company  should  not  have  been  allowed, 
on  account  of  the  pending  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  local  land 
officers.     St.  Paul  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Paulsen  (4  L.  D.,  232). 

The  selection  could  give  the  company  no  right  to  land  within  its 
granted  limits  which  had  never  been  granted.  When,  however,  said 
selection  had  been  allowed  and  posted  upon  the  records  of  your  office, 
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the  homestead  entry  should  not  have  been  allowed  until  the  selection 
had  been  canceled. 

The  Forrester  case  (supra)  is  uot  authority  for  the  case  at  bar.  Where 
there  is  a  selection  of  a  tract  of  laud  of  record  and  a  homesteader  ap- 
plies to  make  proof  for  the  same  tract,  the  party  making:  such  selection 
should  be  specially  cited  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  where  the  final 
proof  is  to  be  ottered.  Since,  however,  in  this  case  it  appears  that  said 
tract  was  excepted  from  the  p^rant  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  said 
selection  should  be  canceled  and  the  entry  passed  to  patent. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 


TIMBER  CULTURE  CONTEST— NOTICE, 

Rabuck  V.  Cass. 

The  heirs  of  a  deceased  entryman  are  entitled  to  uotico  in  case  of  content  against  the 
entry,  and  the  Hervice  of  Hnch  notice  must  be  affirmutively  shown  by  the  contest- 
ant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  February  7,  1887. 

On  January  6,  1882,  William  S.  Babuck  initiated  contest  against  the 
timber  culture  entry  of  Benjamin  F.  Cass  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  6,  T.  Ill 
N.,  R.  61  W.,  Huron,  Dakota,  alleging  failure  to  comply  with  the  law. 
Hearing  was  set  for  October  3d  following,  and  on  default  of  contestant 
the  ca«e  was  dismissed.  Afterwards,  by  letter  of  April  7,  1884,  on  pe- 
tition of  Rabuck  your  office  re-instated  said  contest.  At  the  date  of 
the  reinstatement  of  the  contest,  claimant  was  dead,  and  accordingly 
Babuck  filed  a  supplemental  affidavit,  dated  A  tril  16,  1884,  alleging 
that  claimant  and  his  heirs  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law.  Notice 
issued,  and  service  was  had  by  *'  showing"  the  writ  to  the  widow  of 
claimant,  and  leaving  a  copy  of  the  same  at  her  residence.  Testimony 
on  the  part  of  contestant  was  taken,  and  the  local  officers  recommended 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  No  appearance  wa^  made  on  behalf  of  the 
defense.  Your  office,  by  letter  of  April  9,  1885,  reversed  the  action  of 
the  local  officers  and  dismissed  the  contest.     Babuck'appealed. 

It  is  clear  that  the  service  of  notice  was  not  properly  made. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  entryman,  the  law  casts  upon  his  heirs  the 
burden  of  showing  compliance  with  the  law.  As  a  consequence  they 
are  entitled  to  notice  of  a  contest  b<ased  on  want  of  compliance  with  the 
law,  and  the  service  of  such  notice  must  be  affirmatively  shown  by  the 
contestant.  The  service  is  therefore  set  aside  together  with  all  subse- 
quent proceedings.  It  does  not  seem  necessary  however  to  dismiss  the 
contest,  as  the  error  can  be  cured  by  a  new  service,  in  accordance  with 
law  and  the  rules  of  practice. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 
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final  proof— posting  notice, 
Southern  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.  v,  Patrick  Brady. 

PostiDg  notice  in  the  office  of  the  register,  of  intontioD  to  make  Hual  proof  is  uu  esaen- 

tial,  without  which  8Dch  proof  cannot  be  accepted. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  7, 1887. 

I  have  considered  tbe  case  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
V.  Patrick  Brad3%  ^^  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  company  from  the 
decision  of  your  office,  dated  June  16, 1885,  approving  for  patent  Brady's 
homestead  entry  No.  323,  of  the  SE-i  of  the  NE.  J,  and  the  NB.  J  of  the 
8E.  J  of  Sec.  13,  T.  26  S.,  R.  33  E.,  and  Lot  3  of  S  W.  J  and  NE.  J  of  the 
8W.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T.  -'6  S.,  R.  34  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  made  October  28,  1880, 
upon  which  final  certificate  No.  136  issued  April  2,  1883,  at  the  Bodie 
laud  office,  California,  and  also  rejecting  the  claim  of  said  company  to 
the  tracts  in  the  odd  numbered  section  covered  by  said  entry. 

The  claim  of  said  company  was  rejected,  for  the  reason  that  although 
the  land  in  question  is  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for 
the  benefit  of  said  company  under  its  grant  made  b^*  act  of  Congress  ap* 
proved  July  27, 1866  (14  Stat.,  292),  which  became  effective  on  May  21, 
1867,  yet  the  company  has  made  no  selection  of  said  tracts,  and  did  not 
appear  at  the  date  and  i)lace  mentioned  in  the  published  notice  of  Brady's 
intention  to  make  final  proof,  and  contest  his  right  to  enter  said  tracts. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  company  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  posting 
of  the  notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  by  Brady  in  the  office  of 
the  register  as  required  by  law  and  the  regulations  of  this  Department, 
and  that  your  office  has  no  power  to  waive  a  plain  requirement  of  law. 
But  your  office  held  that  as  the  notice  of  intention  was  duly  published, 
the  presumption  must  be  that  the  register  has  done  his  duty,  and  since 
it  is  ^^  now  impossible  to  obtain  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  owing  to  a 
change  of  officers,"  the  filing  of  said  certificate  will  be  waived. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  if  said  notice  was  not  posted  in  the  office  of  the 
register  as  required  by  law,  then  there  was  no  legal  notice  given  and 
the  company  was  not  bound  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  designated 
for  making  said  final  proof.  It  is  nor.  shown  that  the  former  register  is 
dead,  or  that  his  certificate  cannot  be  procured.  The  entryman  should 
be  called  upon  to  furnish  the  proper  certificate  of  the  register,  or  fur- 
nish satisfactory  evidence  that  the  said  notice,  was  duly  posted,  and  in 
case  he  fails  to  do  so,  he  should  be  required  to  make  new  proof  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 
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ATTORNEYS— HECORDS  OF  THE  LAND  DEPARTMENT, 

W.  H.  Lamar. 

An  attorney  in  good  Htatidiug  before  the  Laud  Department,  prior  to  filing  his  appear- 
ance in  a  case,  but  preliminary  thereto,  is  entitled  to  inspect  the  reconi  and  all 
papers  npon  which  action  has  been  taken  affecting  the  rights  of  the  parties. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  February  8, 1887. 

On  November  5, 1886,  W.  H.  Lamar,  esq.,  filed  in  this  Department 
his  petition,  supported  by  affidavit,  in  which  he  avers  that  he  is  an  at- 
torney practicing  before  the  courts  of  this  District  and  the  Executive 
Departments ;  that  on  or  about  the  fourth  day  of  November,*  1886,  he 
received  from  W.  W.  Leek,  of  Plum  Creek,  Dawson  Oounty,  Nebraska, 
a  letter  requesting  him  to  examine  the  record  in  the  matter  of  the  home- 
stead entry  of  George  Tull,  number  L6572,  Grand  [sland,  Nebraska,  and 
to  fix  the  fee  for  which  he  would  take  charge  of  and  prosecute  his  case; 
that  on  »aid  4th  day  of  November,  1886,  he  made  personal  application  to 
you  for  permission  to  examine  said  record,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing whether  he  would  accept  a  retainer  in  said  case,  and  if  so  the 
amount  he  would  charge ;  that  permission  was  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
allow  him  to  examine  said  record.  Mr.  Lamar  alleges  that  said  action 
of  your  office  was  erroneous,  because. 

First :  ^'  That  there  is  no  rule  of  the  General  Land  Office  prohibiting 
such  examination  of  records." 

Second:  ''That  it  is  incompetent  for  the  Commissioner  to  make  a 
rule  which  would  prohibit  such  examination." 

Third :  "  That  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  allow 
such  examination  of  records  for  the  purpose  stated  in  this  case." 

On  November  6th  last,  said  petition  was  referred  to  your  office  by  this 
Department  "  for  early  report,"  and  on  January  13,  1887.  this  Depart- 
ment received  the  report  of  your  office  upon  said  petition,  which  is  dated 
December  4,  1886. 

By  your  office  letter,  dated  October  25,  1886,  Mr.  Lamar  was  advised 
that  if  he  desired  to  appear  for  said  entryman  he  would  have  to  file  the 
entryman's  written  authority  for  such  appearance,  citing  as  authority  for 
said  ruling  thecircular  approved  July  31, 1885(4  L.  D.,  503)  and  thecaseof 
Mclntyre  (4  L.  D.,527).  Said  circularaud  decision  were  considered  b^^  this 
Department  on  January  6, 1887,  in  thecase  of  F.  M.  Beaton  (5  L.  D.,  340), 
referred  to  in  your  said  report,  and  it  was  held  that  said  circular  was  not 
intended  to  and  did  not  apply  to  attorneys  practicing  before  your  office 
and  this  Department ;  that  the  Department,  on  February  1,  1886  (5  L. 
D.  337)  prescribed  theconditions  upon  which  attorneys-at-law  and  those 
notattorueys-atlawmay  be  admitted  to  practice  before  this  Department, 
which  regulations  require  ^^  them  to  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  that 
they  are  of  good  moral  character  and  in  good  repute,  and  possess  the 
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necessary  qualifications  to  enable  them  to  render  claimants  valuable 
service,  and  otherwise  competent  to  advise  and  assist  them  in  the 
presentation  of  their  claims."  It  was  shown  in  said  decision  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from  Chief  fJustice  Marshall  to  Chief 
Justice  Waite  had  invariably  held  ^<  that  the  appearance  of  an  attorney 
for  a  party  is  always  deemed  sufficient  for  the  opposite  party  and  for 
the  court,  unless  there  are  circumstances  indicating  fraud  or  collusion/' 
citing  Osborne  v.  United  States  Bekixk  (9  Wheaton,  740),  and  Hill  v. 
Mendenhall  (21  Wall.,  454;. 

The  rules  of  practice  adopted  by  this  Department,  in  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, are  framed  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice  usually  es* 
tablished  in  courts  of  justice,  and  it  is  not  apparent  why  attorneys  in 
good  standing  practicing  before  this  Department  should  not  be  held  to 
the  same  accountability  and  be  accorded  the  same  privileges  as  if  prac- 
ticing in  the  courts  of  the  country. 

It  is  suggested  in  the  report  o^  your  office  that  Mr.  Lamar  ^'  over- 
looked Department  circular  of  January  11,  1886  (4  L.  D.,  336),  amend- 
ing Rule  108  of  Practice,"  and  you  hold  that  said  circular  specifies  more 
distinctly  the  persons  allowed  to  examine  ^'  the  records  of  the  case," 
and  also  emphasizes  the  discretionary  power  of  the  Commissioner. 

Kule  108  of  Practice,  prior  to  amendment,  provided  that,  ^'  In  the  ex- 
amination of  any  case,  whether  contested  or  ex  parte  and  for  the  prep- 
aration of  arguments,  the  attorneys  employed,  when  in  good  standing 
in  the  Department,  will  be  allowed  full  opportunity  to  consult  the  rec- 
ord of  the  case  and  to  examine  the  abstracts,  plates,  field-notes,  and 
tract-books,  and  correspondence  of  the  General  Land  Office  or  of  the 
Department  relative  thereto,  and  to  make  verbal  inquiries  of  the  vari- 
ous chiefs  of  divisions  at  their  respective  desks  in  respect  to  the  papers 
or  status  of  said  case ;  but  such  personal  inquiries  will  be  made  of  no 
other  clerk  in  the  division  except  in  the  presence  or  with  the  consent  of 
the  head  thereof,  and  will  be  restricted  to  the  hours  between  11  a.  m. 
and  2  p.  m. 

Said  rule  was  amended  on  January  11, 1886,  as  follows : 

<^  In  the  examination  of  any  case,  whether  contested  or  ex  parte,  the 
attorneys  employed  in  said  case,  when  in  good  standing  in  the  Depart- 
ment, for  the  preparation  of  arguments,  will  be  allowed  full  opportunity 
to  consult  the  records  of  the  case,  the  abstracts,  field  notes,  and  tract 
books,  and  the  correspondence  of  the  General  Land  Office  or  of  the  De- 
partment not  deemed  privileged  and  confidential ;  and  whenever,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Commissioner,  it  would  not  jeopardize  any  public  or 
official  interest,  may  make  verbal  inquiries  of  chiefs  of  di\isions  at  their 
respective  desks  in  respect  to  the  papers  or  status  of  said  case ;  but  such 
inquiries  will  not  be  made  of  said  chiefs  hv  other  clerks  of  division  ex- 
cept upon  consent  of  the  Commissioner,  AssistantCommissioner,  or  Chief 
Clerk,  and  will  be  restricted  to  hours  between  11  a.  m.  and  2  p.  m.'^ 
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On  May  24,  1884,  this  Department  issaed  the  followiDg  order  : 

<^  Freqaent  requests  are  made  for  permission  to  examine  the  records 
and  correspondence  in  this  Department,  and  its  several  branches  by  per- 
sons not  connected  therewith.  All  its  records  are  public  and  should  be 
accessible  for  examination  to  any  reputable  citizen  for  a  legitimate  ob- 
ject. This  should  not  apply  to  private  claims,  caveats,  nor  pending 
applications  for  letters  patent.  They  should  not,  however,  be  opened  to 
examination  for  idle,  curious,  or  malicious  ends.    It  is  therefore — 

"  Orderedj  That  any  public  record  or  account  in  this  Department  shall 
be  subject  to  inspection  by  any  reputable  person,  provided  the  spexjific 
record,  subject,  or  account  shall  be  set  forth  by  such  person  and  the 
reason  given  for  the  desired  inspection. 

''*'  Subordinate  officers  of  the  Department,  in  determining  their  action 
nnder  this  order,  will  exercise  their  own  judgment  as  to  whether  any 
public  or  official  interests  in  each  case  would  be  jeopardized  by  any  such 
inspection,  and,  if  in  doubt,  submit  the  matter  for  the  action  of  higher 
authority,  together  with  the  reasons  for  refusal,  if  any  exist. 

'<  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Secretary  not  to  be  embarrassed  with  the  de- 
ciding of  such  cases,  unless  grave  objections  arise  in  the  minds  of  sub- 
ordinates to  granting  such  requests.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  by 
those  who,  for  the  time  being,  are  the  custodians  of  the  records  and  cor- 
respondence of  their  several  offices^  that  they  can  have  no  personal  in- 
terest in  these  matters,  and  that  they  are  the  servants  of  the  public,  for 
the  public  good." 

This  order  has  never  been  revoked.  The  circular  of  January  11, 1886, 
amending  Rule  108,  makes  no  mention  of  said  order  of  May  24th,  and 
was  not  intended  to  change  or  abrogate  it.  The  amended  rule  applies 
to  a  particular  class,  to  wit,  '<  attorneys  employed^'^^  when  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  Department.  Again,  attorneys  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
courts  are  officers  of  the  court,  and  their  obligation  to  be  faithful  to  the 
court  is  as  binding  upon  them  as  their  obligation  to  be  true  to  the  befit 
interests  of  their  clients.    Bouvier,  Vol.  1, 140. 

In  ex-parte  Garland  (4  Wall.,  333),  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  held  that  '^  attorneys  and  counselors  are  not  officers  of  the  United 
States ;  they  are  officers  of  the  court,  admitted  as  such  by  its  order 
upon  evidence  of  their  possessing  sufficient  legal  learning  and  fair  pri- 
vate character.  The  order  of  admission  is  the  judgment  of  the  court 
that  the  parties  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  and  are  entitled  to 
appear  as  attorneys  and  counselors  and  conduct  causes  therein.  From 
its  entry  the  parties  become  officers  of  the  conrt,  and  are  responsible  to 
it  for  professional  misconduct.  They  hold  their  office  during  good  be- 
havior, and  can  only  be  deprived  of  it  for  misconduct  ascertained  and 
declared  by  the  judgment  of  l^he  court  after  opportunity  to  be  heard  has 
been  offered.  Their  admission  and  their  exclusion  are  the  exercise  of 
judicial  power." 
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The  same  doctrine  was  held  by  the  sapreme  coart  of  California,  in  the 
case  of  Clark  v.  Willett  (35  Cal.,  534),  and  also  that  **  an  attorney's 
license  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  authority  to  appear  for  any  person 
whom  he  professes  to  represent."  See  also  People  v.  Mariposa  Company 
(39  Cal.,  683);  Boston  Tunnel  Company  v.  McKenzie  (67  Cal.,  485). 

The  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Lamar's  said  application  was  rejected  by 
your  office  is,  that  he  must  file  the  entryman's  written  authority  to  ap- 
pear for  him,  while  in  said  report  the  authority  for  such  rejection  appears 
to  be  amended  rule  of  practice  No.  108.  Attorneys  have  always  been 
allowed  by  the  courts  to  enter  a  special  or  limited  appearance,  and  it 
would  seem  that  attorneys  practicing  bef  ire  this  Department,  in  good 
standing,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  inspect  the  records  of  your  office,  in- 
cluding all  papers  upon  which  action  has  been  taken  affecting  the  rights 
of  parties.  The  mere  fact  that  a  case  is  pending  in  one  division  of  your 
office  rather  than  in  another  can  make  no  difference  in  the  principle. 
It  ought  not  to  be  presumed  that  attorneys  of  good  standing  in  this  De- 
partment will  disregard  their  obligations  to  be  faithful  to  the  Depart- 
ment as  well  as  to  their  clients. 

No  good  reason  is  shown  why  an  attorney  practicing  before  this  De- 
partment should  have  any  less  privileges  than  would  be  accorded  to  any- 
other  reputable  person  seeking  to  inspect  the  records  of  your  office 
While  it  must  be  conceded  that  a  large  discretion  should  be  given  to* 
your  office,  yet  that  discretion  is  a  legal  one  and  should  be  exercised  m 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Department.  When,  therefore, 
any  attorney  practicing  before  this  Department  represents  that  he  has 
been  applied  to  by  a  party  in  interest  to  appear  for  such  party  in  any 
case  pending  in  your  office,  and  that  he  desires  to  inspect  the  record  of 
such  case  to  learn  the  nature  thereof  and  ascertain  the  amount  of  fee 
to  be  charged  for  his  services  in  appearing  for  such  party,  such  attorney 
should  be  allowed  to  inspect  the  record  and  all  papers  upon  which  actioii 
has  been  taken  by  your  office  adverse  to  the  interest  of  such  party. 

The  application  of  Mr.  Lamar  to  be  allowed  to  inspect  the  record  in 
said  c^e  is  allowed,  unless  there  is  some  other  objection  that  does  not 
appear  in  the  record  before  me. 


HOMESTEAD—PRE'EMPTION—RESIDENCE;  LOCAL  OFFICE. 

Kbiohbaum  V.  Pbeey  (On  Review). 

As  residence  iftan  essential  under  both  pre-emption  and  homestead  law,  aolaim  nnder 

each,  at  the  same  time,  cannot  be  maintained. 
A  right  in  contravention  of  law  cannot  be  recognized,  though  asserted  as  the  result 

of  erroneons  advice  on  the  part  of  the  local  office. 

Acting  Secretary  MuXdrow  to  Oommissioner  Sparks^  February  8, 1887. 
I  have  before  me  the  application  filed  in  behalf  of  George  S.  Perry 
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for  review  of  departmental  decision  of  May  12, 1886,  in  the  case  of  Eliz- 
abeth Kfichbaum  r.  George  S.  Perry  (4  L.  D.,  517),  wherein  Perry's 
homestead  entry,  No.  6557,  of  the  SW.  i  of  Sec.  34,  T.  99  N.,  E.  64  W., 
Yankton,  Dakota,  was  adjudged  illegal  and  the  preferred  right  of  entry 
was  awarded  to  Krichbaum,  the  contestant,  under  section  (wo  of  the 
act  of  May  14,  1880.  Perry  asks  not  only  a  review,  but  also  a  rehearing 
on  the  followiug  grounds,  to  wit: 

1.  Newly  discovered  evidence  material  to  his  defense. 

2.  Admitted  and  well  known  prejudice  of  the  local  officers  against 
his  attorney  who  tried  the  case  at  the  heating  had  before  them  under 
the  contest,  which  prejudice  influenced  their  judgment,  notwithstand- 
ing their  intention  and  efforts  to  act  impartially. 

3.  Applicant  was  misled  by  his  attorney,  and  prevented  from  sub- 
mitting at  the  former  trial  all  the  testimony  material  to  a  full  and  proper 
defense. 

4.  He  made  the  entry  in  good  faith,  and  can  show  that  when  it  was 
made  the  local  officers  were  fully  informed  of  all  the  facts,  including 
those  which  were  made  the  ground  of  the  judgment  of  cancellation,  and 
that  they  advised  him  that  said  facts  constituted  no  ground  of  objection 
to  the  allowance  of  his  entry. 

5.  The  records  of  the  Yankton  office,  where  his  entry  was  made,  show 
that  it  had  been  the  practice  to  allow  homestead  entries  under  circum- 
stances similar  to  those  which  surrounded  this  entry.  Several  cases 
are  cited  from  said  records  to  sustain  this  averment. 

6.  He  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  record  facts  above  mentioned,  until 
since  my  said  decision  of  May  last,  and  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  prove 
the  allegations  above  set  forth. 

Your  office  decision  on  a'ccount  of  which  the  appeal  was  brought  held 
that  Perry's  homestead  entry  was  illegal  and  should  be  canceled,  be- 
cause, at  the  date  thereof,  the  claimant  was  living  upon  his  pre-emption 
claim  in  an  a^oining  township,  upon  which  he  subsequently  made  final 
proof  and  payment.  The  departmental  decision,  a  review  of  which  is 
now  asked,  affirmed  the  judgment  as  above,  but  modified  your  office  de- 
cision to  the  extent  of  holding  that  contestant  was  entitled  to  the  pre- 
ferred right  of  entry  under  the  act  of  May  14, 1880,  notwithstanding  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  judgment  of  cancellation  was  based  was  a 
matter  of  record  in  your  office. 

The  case  has  been  very  fully  argued  on  the  motion  for  review.  The 
arguments,  together  with  the  several  grounds  presented  as  reasons  why 
the  motion  should  be  granted,  have  been  carefully  considered. 

The  argument  last  filed  in  behalf  of  Perry  asks  that  his  entry  be  re- 
instated on  the  facts  now  of  record  in  this  Department. 

This  renders  it  unnecessary  to  consider  seriatim  the  several  grounds 
given  in  the  original  motion  why  a  new  trial  should  be  had  and  addi- 
tional evidence  introduced,  further  than  to  say  that  the^'  present  to  my 
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mind  no  reasons  whioh  in  my  judgment  would  warrant  a  rehearing  of 
the  G^se  for  the  purpose  of  taking  further  testimony. 

With  a  respect  to  a  reconsideration  of  the  case  on  the  record  as  made , 
it  may  here  be  remarked  that  in  the  former  decision  the  evidence  taken 
at  the  hearing  as  to  Perry's  compliance  or  non-compliance  with  the  law 
in  the  matter  of  residence  and  cultivation  was  not  taken  into  consider- 
atioQ  in  the  conclusion  then  reached. 

It  appeared  that  he  had  made  his  homestead  entry  while  residing  on 
a  pre-emption  claim,  on  which  he  had  not  yet  made  final  proof,  and  as 
a  conclusion  of  law  on  this  admitted  fact  it  was  held  that  the  entry  was 
illegal  in  its  inception,  and  that  for  that  reason  it  should  be  canceled. 

The  objection  made  to  this  in  the  motion  for  review  is  that  while  it  is 
true  that  Perry  had  not  made  final  proof  on  his  pre-emption  claim  at 
the  date  when  he  made  his  homestead  entry,  he  was  advised  by  thereg* 
ister  and  receiver,  after  their  attention  had  been  called  to  the  facts  rel- 
ative to  the  status  of  his  pre-emption  claim,  that  he  could,  notwith- 
standing those  facts,  legally  make  the  homestead  entry,  and  that  hav- 
ing relied  on  the  advice  thus  given,  and  having  acted  thereon,  he  should 
be  protected  in  his  homestead  entry.  That  he  was  so  advised  was  de- 
nied by  the  district  land  officers  in  an  official  letter  to  your  office,  nnder 
date  November  7, 1885,  after  appeal  from  yonr  office  decision  adverse 
to  Perry,  which  had  been  rendered  March  7,  1885. 

Subsequently,  to  wit,  July  27,  1886,  after  the  decision,  a  review  of 
which  is  now  asked,  an  affidavit  was  made  by  O.  A.  Wetter,  late  regis- 
ter of  the  United  States  land  office,  contradicting  the  letter  of  the  local 
officers,  above  referred  to,  and  stating  that  he  was  register  of  the  Yank- 
ton land  office  at  the  date  when  Perry  made  his  homestead  entry,  and 
until  June  30,  1880;  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection  said  Perry  rep- 
resented to  him  and  to  the  receiver  the  facts  as  herein  stated,  rela- 
tive to  his  pre-emption  claim.,  and  asked  if  he  could  then  legally  make 
homestead  entry;  that  at  that  time  both  he  (the  register)  and  the  re- 
ceiver were  of  the  opinion  that  a  party  could  make  a  legal  homestead 
entry  after  having  made  application  and  having  advertised  to  make  final 
proof  and  payment  on  a  pre-emption  claim,  and  that  holding  snch  opin- 
ion Perry  was  allowed  to  make  his  homestead  entry.  The  affiant  mak- 
ing this  statement  was  the  register  who,  in  November,  1885,  had  stated 
in  an  official  letter  to  your  office  that  any  statement  that  the  entry  was 
allowed  as  claimed,  after  the  fitcts  in  the  case  had  been  made  known  to 
the  local  office,  is  absolutely  false.  As  evidence  that  the  later  state- 
ment is  the  truthful  one,  counsel  for  Perry  cite  a  list  of  half  a  dozen  or 
more  cases  in  which  homestead  entries  had  been  allowed  at  the  Yank- 
ton office,  while  pre-emption  claims  of  the  same  parties  were  pending. 

It  appears  from  his  citations  that  two  of  the  homestead  entries  thus 
made  have  been  canceled  by  yonr  office  and  the  fees  and  commissions 
refunded  to  the  entrymen.    The  inference  is  that  those  remaining  will 


406  DECISIONS    RELATIIFG   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

receive  the  same  action  when  reached  in  the  course  of  business.  It  is 
apparent,  therefore,  that  whatever  the  opinion  or  practice  of  the  local 
office  at  which  this  entry  was  made  may  have  been,  your  office  has 
promptly  corrected  errors  of  the  character  in  question  whenever  the 
facts  were  brought  to  its  attention  by  canceling  as  illegal  homestead 
entries  made  under  the  circumstances  indicated.        . 

The  contention  that  Perry's  homestead  entry  should  be  recognized 
and  treated  as  valid,  because  the  register  and  receiver,  knowing  the  facts 
relative  to  his  pre-emption  claim,  misled  him  by  allowing  his  homestead 
entry,  can  not  be  sustained.  This  Department  has  no  power  or  author- 
ity to  legalize  an  illegal  act,  even  though  that  act  was  done  with  the 
permission  of  one  of  its  officers.  On  the  other  hand,  one  of  its  duties 
in  cases  relating  to  the  public  lands  is  to  correct  errors  of  law  or  of  fact 
committed  in  the  local  laud  offices,  when  properly  brought  to  its  atten- 
tion. 

It  is  therefore  clear  on  the  theory  on  which  the  motion  for  review 
was  filed,  to  wit,  that  whatever  of  irregularity  or  illegality  appeared  in 
Perry's  homestead  entry  as  made  should  be  excused  and  condoned  be- 
cause of  the  part  taken  In  such  illegality  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
that  this  Department  cannot  furnish  the  entryman  any  relief.  But  in 
an  argument  recently  filed  in  behalf  of  Perry  it  is  contended  in  effect 
that  his  homestead  entry  was  legal ;  that  under  section  2297  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  a  settler  is  allowed  six  months  in  which  to  commence 
Ms  residence  on  land  entered  b^  him  under  the  homestead  law,  and 
therefore  that  this  entryman  had  a  legal  right  to  make  his  homestead 
entry  while  he  had  a  pre-emption  claim  pending  upon  which  he  after- 
ward made  final  proof,  and  then,  before  the  exi)iration  of  six  montlis 
from  date  of  homestead  entry,  established  his  residence  on  the  land 
covered  by  said  homestead  entry. 

This  Department  cannot  recognize  this  as  a  correct  exposition  of  the 
law.  It  has  never  recognized  the  right  of  a  person  to  at  the  same  time 
claim  one  tract  as  a  pre-emptor  and  another  as  a  homestead  entryman, 
for  the  very  good  reason  that  both  the  pre-emption  law  and  the  home- 
stead law  require  residence,  and  a  person  cannot  maintain  two  resi- 
dences at  one  and  the  same  time. 

While  a  homestead  entryman  is  allowed  six  months  within  which  to 
establish  his  actual  residence  upon  the  tract  embraced  in  his  entry,  the 
law  regards  his  residence  as  commencing  from  the  date  of  his  entry, 
and  if  it  appears,  or  as  in  this  case  is  shown  by  proof,  that  residence 
after  that  date  was  elsewhere,  then  clearly  the  homestead  entry  was  il- 
legal. Rufus  McConliss  (2  L.  D.,  622);  J.  J.  Oaward  (3  L.  D.,  505); 
Collar  V.  Collar  (4  L.  D.,  26) ;  Austin  r.  Norin  (4  L.  D.,  461). 

The  motion  for  review  and  rehearing  must  be  denied,  and  the  decis- 
ion of  May  12,  1886,  is  adhered  to. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT—FINAL  PROOF. 

Bbadt  V.  Southern  Pao.  R.  R.  Co. 

The  notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  given  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  March 
3,  1879,  is  an  invitation  to  any  and  all  parties  to  appear  and  show  caose  why  the 
entry  should  not  be  allowed. 

The  failnre  of  a  railroad  company,  claiming,  previous  to  selection,  under  a  prior  in- 
demnity withdrawal,  to  thus  appear  and  assert  its  claim  is  conclusive. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommissioner  SparkSj  February  8, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Peter  F.  Brady  v,  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  trsknsmitted  by  yonr  office  letter,  dated  November 
10,  1885,  in  accordance  with  departmental  instructions,  dated  October 
29, 1886. 

The  record  shows  that  said  Brady  made  homestead  entry  No.  45  of 
the  8W.  J  of  the  NE.  i,  the  N W.  J  of  the  SB.  i  and  S.  J  of  the  NW.  J 
of  Sec.  13,  T.  26  S.,  R.  33  E.,  M*.  D.  M.,  at  the  Bodie  land  office,  Califor- 
nia, on  March  15,  1878,  upon  which  final  proof  was  made  and  final  cer- 
tificate No.  168  issued  on  April  13,  1885,  at  the  Bodie  land  office,  in 
said  Stiite. 

The  decision  appealed  from  states  that  the  land  is  within  the  thirty 
mile  or  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  company  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  July  27, 1866  (14  Stat.,  292);  that  the  map  of  designated 
route  of  the  line  of  said  company's  road  was  filed  in  your  office  on  Jan- 
uary 3, 1867,  and  the  lands  were  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  by  letter, 
dated  March  22, 1867,  which  letter  was  received  at  the  local  land  office 
on  May  21,  1867.  Your  office  held  that,  as  the  company  had  never  se- 
lected said  lauds,  its  right  to  the  land  in  controversy  had  never  at- 
tached, and  that  by  its  failure  to  appear  at  the  time  of  making  final 
proof  by  Brady,  the  company  had  waived  whatever  right  it  might  have 
asserted  in  the  premises. 

Notice  was  given  by  your  office  to  the  resident  attorney  of  said  com- 
pany of  said  decision.  Thereupon,  the  company  on  September  12, 1885, 
filed  an  appeal  from  said  decision,  which  was  dismissed  by  yonr  office 
on  September  25th  ensuing.  Upon  application  of  the  company,  your 
office  was  directed  to  certify  the  papers  to  this  Department  under  Rules 
of  Practice  Nos.  83  and  84. 

It  is  contended  by  the  company  that  Brady  could  acquire  no  right  of 
entry  of  said  land,  because  of  said  withdrawal,  and  that  the  notice  given 
by  Brady  of  his  intention  to  make  final  proof  was  not  a  legal  notice  to 
the  company,  and  that  the  company  waived  no  right  by  not  appearing 
at  the  local  land  office.    This  contention  cannot  be  maintained. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1879  (20  Stat.,  472),  per- 
sons seeking  to  enter  agricultural  lands,  under  the  preemption  and 
homestead  laws,  are  required  to  file  with  the  register  of  the  proper  land 
office  notice  of  their  intention  to  make  final  proof,  describing  the  land 
and  giving  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  said  proof  will  be  made. 
Thereupon  the  register  is  required  to  make  due  publication  and  posting 
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of  Buch  notices,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  required  for  the  pub- 
lication and  posting  of  the  same,  the  claimants  are  entitled  by  law  to 
make  proof  showing  their  right  to  enter  the  tracts  claimed  by  them. 
This  notice  has  been  invariably  held  to  be  an  invitation  to  any  and  all 
parties  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  designated  therein  and  contest 
the  applicant's  right  to  enter  the  land  claimed  by  him.  Brady  gave 
this  notice  as  required  by  law,  and  the  company  failed  to  appear  and 
contest  his  right,  and  hence,  having  failed  to  speak  when  it  should  have 
spoken  if  it  claimed  any  right  to  the  lands  covered  by  said  entry,  it  can 
not  now  be  heard  to  set  up  a  claim  after  the  settler  has  made  proof  and 
payment  and  received  his  certificate  from  the  proper  officers.  No  good 
reason  is  given  why  the  company  did  not  appear  at  the  time  and  place 
designated  and  assert  its  rights  to  the  laud  in  controversy,  if  it  had  any. 

In  the  case  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  v.  Andrew 
J.  Forrester,  decided  by  this  Department  on  December  5, 1882  (1  L.  D., 
481),  upon  the  ajathority  of  the  case  of  Gilbert  v.  the  Saint  Joseph  and 
Denver  City  Bailroad  Company  (ibid.,  472),  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
pany, because  it  failed  to  appear  "to  answer  the  regular  citation  issued 
upon  Forrester's  motion,  was  guilty  of  laches,  by  reason  of  which  it 
may  be  held  to  have  waived  its  right  to  assert  title  to  the  tract  in  ques- 
tion, or  to  object  to  the  consummation  of  his  claim  to  the  same.^ 

This  ruling  appears  to  have  been  invariably  followed  by  this  Depart- 
ment, as  is  shown  by  the  reported  cases  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
and  Manitoba  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Cowles  (3  L.  D.,  226),  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Buck  man  (ibid.,  276),  and  Matthew  Sturm  v.  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  (5  L.  D.,  295),  besides  numerous  other  cases  not  re- 
ported. 

While  it  is  true  that  in  the  cases  of  Gilbert,  Forrester  and  Sturm 
(supra),  the  lands  were  within  the  granted  limits,  the  reason  of  the  rule 
laid  down  in  those  cases  applies  with  equal,  if  not  more,  force  to  cases 
of  settlers  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  indemnity  purposes* 
Prest  t>.  The  Northern  Paeific  R.  R.  Company  (2  L.  D.,  506). 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  record  shows  no  good  reason 
why  the  decision  appealed  from  should  be  disturbed,  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly affirmed. 

school  section—settlement  before  survey. 

John  Johansen. 

The  right  to  assert  a  settlement  claim  for  land  within  a  school  section  Is  confined  U> 

the  settler  before  survey. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommissioner  Sparks^  February  9,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  Johansen,  involving  the  NE.  ^  of 
Sec.  16,  T.  5  8.,  R.  23  E.  Salt  Lake  district,  Utah. 

One  Charles  P.  Smith  originally  filed  preemption  declaratory  state- 
ment on  the  tract,  September  26, 1879,  alleging  settlement  November  1, 
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1878 — prior  to  filing,  of  township  map,  in  December,  1878,  which  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  the  tract  was  a  portion  of  a  school  section.  In  June, 
1882,  Smith  sold  the  improvements  to  Johansen,  who  at  once  took  pos- 
session, and  at  a  later  date  applied  to  make  homestead  entry  of  the 
same.  This  application  the  local  officers  rejected ;  and  on  appeal,  yoar 
office  affirms  their  action.    Johansen  now  appeals  to  the  Department. 

Johansen  makes  affidavit — sworn  to  before  the  register  of  the  land 
office  at  Salt  Lake  City — that  the  improvements  on  the  tract  consist  of 
two  miles  of  irrigating  ditches ;  a  fence  about  the  whole  tract ;  thirty 
acres  under  cultivation ;  a  log  house  with  three  doors,  three  windows, 
board  floor,  and  otherwise  comfortable  as  a  residence;  a  log  stable,  a 
granary  twelve  by  twenty-eight  feet ;  a  well  seventeen  feet  deep ;  and 
other  improvements,  the  whole  being  worth  between  $1500  and  $2000, 
all  of  which  belong  to  him,  and  he  is  the  sole  occupant  of  the  tract. 

Both  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws  require  personal  settlement 
on  pablic  land,  in  order  to  recognition  of  a  claim  thereunder.  Hence 
in  the  present  case  the  only  person  who  could  successfully  contest  the 
reservation  in  favor  of  the  territory  would  be  Smith,  who  settled  upon 
the  tract  prior  to  survey — ^providing  he  had  maintained  residence  since 
such  settlement.  But  Johansen,  settling  subsequently  to  the  survey 
could  not  defeat  the  claim  of  the  Territory  (Thomas  B.  Watson,  4  L» 
D.,  169). 

The  decision  of  Mr.  Secretary  Teller,  in  the  case  of  Christian  P.  Will- 
ingbeck  (3  L.  D.,  383),  upon  which  counsel  for  Johansen  strongly  relies 
in  his  appeal,  declares  the  rule  requiring  personal'settlement  of  the  ap- 
plicant to  be  technically  correct.  The  decision  in  the  case  of  Thomas  E. 
Watson  (supra)  is  believed  to  be  a  right  interpretation  of  the  law.  I 
affirm  your  decision. 


PRACTICE-APPEAL— RBPA  YMENT. 
DEFFEBAOH  V.  BONHAM  ET  AL. 

Application  for  repayment  and  restoration  of  homestead  right,  filed  pending  appeal 
firom  a  judgment  cancelling  a  former  homestead  entry,  is  an  abandonment  of  the 
appeal. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  9, 1887. 

In  the  contest  case  of  Lewis  G.  Deffebach  against  the  homestead 
entry  of  William  H.  Bonham  for  the  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  30,  T.  16  N.,  R.  14 
W.,  Orand  Island,  Nebraska,  in  which  the  relinquishment  of  claimant 
was  filed  by  Thomas  M.  Beed,  and  the  latter  was  allowed  to  make 
homestead  entry,  your  office,  by  letter  of  February  25,  1885,  decided 
that  said  relinquishment  was  filed  as  a  result  of  the  contest,  and  ac- 
cordingly held  for  cancellation  said  entry  of  Beed,  and  awarded  the 
preference  right  to  Deftbbach.    An  appeal  on  behalf  of  Reed  was  filed. 
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Afterwards,  on  April  22, 1886,  yoar  office  transmitted  the  application 
of  said  Eeed  for  restoration  of  bis  homestead  right  and  repayment  of 
feed. 

It  is  clear  that  Beed  can  not  consistently  maintain  his  appeal  and 
this  application  at  the  same  time.  Only  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of 
his  appeal  could  the  application  referred  to  be  considered.  I  most 
therefore  hold,  since  the  application  was  filed  after  the  appeal,  that  the 
filing  of  the  application  for  restoration  of  the  homestead  right  and  for 
return  of  fees  amounts  to  an  abandonment  of  the  appeal. 

This  disposition  of  the  case  leaves  nothing  further  to  be  considered 
by  me.    Said  application  is  returned  for  the  action  of  your  office. 


pea  ctice—appea  l—re  vie  w. 
Gray  v.  Ward  et  al. 

The  refasal  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  review  a  decision  is  not  appealable. 

In  case  of  a  decision  in  the  General  Land  Office  where  the  rights  of  two  or  more  of 

the  parties  are  adversely  affected  thereby,  the  appeal  of  one  will  not  preclude  the 

consideration  of  a  motion  for  review  filed  by  another. 
Bnt  tbe  refusal  of  the  Commissioner  to  entertain  the  motion  for  review  affords  no 

ground  for  the  dismissal  of  the  appeal. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  9, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  motion  of  counsel  for  Charles  R.  Gray,  filed  in 
this  Department  on  December  24,  1886,  to  dismiss  the  appeal  of  John 
S.  Ward  from  the  decision  of  your  office,  dated  August  27, 1886,  can- 
celling his  desert  land  entry  No.  5  of  Sec.  8,  T.  2  S.,  R.  4  W.,  S.  B.  M., 
made  at  the  Los  Angeles  land  office,  in  the  State  of  California,  on  May 
4, 1877,  and  allowing  Ward's  homestead  and  timber  culture  applications 
for  a  portion  of  said  section  subject  to  the  preference  right  of  entry  of 
John  A.  Dixon  and  Thomas  C.  Kendall. 

It  is  alleged  in  said  motion  that  said  appeal  by  Ward  was  filed  in 
your  office  without  serving  a  copy  of  the  same  upon  Gray  or  his  counsel, 
as  required  by  Rule  of  Practice  No.  86  (4  L.  D.,  47) ;  that  prior  to  the 
filing  of  said  appeal  counsel  for  Gray  had  filed  in  your  office  a  motion 
for  a  review  and  reconsideration  of  said  decision,  and  served  a  copy 
thereof  on  the  counsel  for  Ward ;  that  said  counsel  recognized  said  Gray 
as  a  party  to  the  record  by  serving  a  copy  of  their  answer  lo  said  mo- 
tion upon  his  said  counsel,  in  which  it  was  claimed  that  the  appeal  filed 
by  Ward  took  precedence  over  the  motion  for  review,  and  that  your 
office  held  that  under  the  departmental  decision  in  the  case  of  W.  F. 
Hawes  et  al.  (5  L.  D.,  284)  that  the  filing  of  the  appeal  by  Ward  ousted 
your  office  of  any  jurisdiction  over  said  case,  and  the  papers  were  ac- 
cordingly transmitted  to  this  Department  on  December  18,  1886. 
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The  decision  sought  to  be  reviewed  states — aud  the  record  confirms 
the  statement — that  by  the  departmental  decision,  dated  July  10, 1886 
(L.  &  R.,  Vol.  57,  p.  66),  the  action  of  your  oflBce,  dated  April  11, 1886, 
holding  for  cancellation  Ward's  said  desert  entry,  was  affirmed,  and  that 
the  same  was  accordingly  canceled  upon  your  office  records,  and  the 
local  land  officers  were  directed  to  note  the  same  upon  the  records  of 
their  office. 

It  18  further  shown  that  Ward  filed  in  the  local  land  office  on  Jan- 
uary 18, 1886,  his  relinquishment  of  the  NW.  J ;  N.  J  of  SW.  J,  and 
N.  i  of  SE.  4  of  said  Sec.  8,  which  was  transmitted  to  your  office  same 
day.  On  January  20, 1886,  Ward  applied  to  enter  the  NW.  J  of  said 
section  under  the  homestead  laws,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  timber 
culture  entry  of  said  N.  J  of  SE.  J  and  N.  i  of  SW.  J  of  same  section, 
which  applications  were  rejected  by  the  local  land  officers,  for  the  rea- 
son that  contests  were  then  pending  against  Ward's  said  desert  entry. 

it  further  appears  that  on  December  19,  1881,  Thomas  C.  Kendall, 
Charles  H.  Larrabe,  and  John  A.  Dixon  filed  affidavits  of  contest  against 
said  desert  land  entry,  alleging  that  Ward  had  wholly  abandoned  said 
tract  and  wholly  failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  lauds,  approved  March  3, 1877,  and 
at  the  same  time  offered  to  file  their  soldiers' homestead  declaratory  state- 
ments for  the  land.  Notice  was  given  and  a  day  set  for  the  trial  of  the 
cause,  at  which  the  contestants  appeared  with  their  witnesses,  but  the 
proceedings  were  suspended,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  your 
office,  dated  February  7,  1882,  to  await  the  result  of  legislation  relative 
to  desert  entries,  then  pending  in  Congress. 

Your  office, on  August  27, 1886,  held  that  the  relinquishment  of  Ward 
served  to  open  the  land  embraced  therein  to  settlement  and  entry,  and 
that  Ward's  homestead  and  timber  culture  applications  should  have 
been  allowed,  aud  the  local  land  officers  were  directed  to  allow  the  same 
upon  payment  of  fees  and  commissions,  subject,  however,  to  the  prefer- 
ence right  bf  Kendall,  Dixon  and  I^ai  rabe,  for  the  reasou  that  said  re- 
linquishment was  filed  while  their  contests  were  pending,  and  because 
Kendall  and  Dixon  had  filed  soldier's  and  sailor's  declaratory  state- 
ments, the  former  for  the  N.  i  of  the  NE.  J  aud  the  N.  i  of  NW.  J,  and 
the  latter  for  the  N.  J  of  the  SE.  J  and  the  N.  J  of  the  SW.  J  of  said 
section. 

It  appears  that  your  office,  on  August  27,  1886 — the  same  date  of  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Ward,  supra — rendered  a  decision  affirming  the 
action  of  the  local  land  officers  rejecting  Gray's  application  to  make 
homestead  entry  of  the  N.  J  of  the  SE.  i  and  the  N.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of 
said  Sec.  8,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  applied  for  was  embraced  in 
the  timber  culture  application  of  said  Ward,  which  was  then  pending 
before  your  office  on  appeal.  Thereupon,  on  September  28,  1886,  coun- 
sel for  Gray  filed  in  your  office  a  motion  for  review  of  both  decisions  of 
August  27, 1886,  which  your  office  refused  on  December  18, 1886,  for 
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the  reason  that  Ward  filed  two  appeals,  dated  October  27, 1886,  and 
November  3, 1886,  from  the  action  of  your  office  in  said  case.  The 
record  further  shows  that  said  Gray,  on  October  6, 1886,  offered  another 
homestead  application  for  the  same  land,  which  was*  rejected  by  the 
local  land  officers,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  applied  for  had  been 
entered  by  said  Dixon  on  September  6,  1886. 

The  only  question  passed  upon  by  said  departmental  decision  was  as 
to  the  cancellation  of  Ward's  said  desert  land  entry,  and  no  opinion  was 
expressed  upon  the  rights  of  the  respective  applicants. 

It  is  a  well  settled  rule  of  practice  in  this  Department  that  the  refusal 
of  your  office  to  review  its  decisions  is  not  appealable,  the  party  has  his 
remedy  by  appeal  from  the  decision  sought  to  be  reviewed.  Pearson  v. 
Bucklee  (6  C.  L.  O.  4);  Withee  v.  Martin  (3  L.  D.,  539) ;  White  v.  Do- 
herty  {Ibid.,  551). 

Rule  of  Practice  76  (4  L.  D.,  46)  provides  that  '^motions  for  rehear- 
ing before  registers  and  receivers,  or  for  review  and  reconsideration  of 
the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  or  Secretary,  will  be  allowed  in  ac- 
cordance with  legal  principles  applicable  to  motions  for  new  trials  at 
law  after  due  notice  to  the  opposing  party,"  and  it  is  the  general  rule 
unless  changed  by  statute  that  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  is  an  applica- 
tion to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  that  discretion  ought  to  be  exer- 
cised in  such  a  manner  as  will  best  answer  the  ends  of  justice.  If  that 
discretion  is  exercised  improperly  and  not  in  accordance  with  settled 
principles  of  law  and  equity,  the  action  of  the  court  may  be  corrected 
by  certiorari  or  mandamus.    Hilliard  on  New  Trials  (p.  15). 

The  record  shows  that  your  office  on  the  same  day  rendered  two  dis- 
tinct and  separate  decisions,  one  against  the  interest  of  Ward  and  the 
other  against  the  right  of  Gray,  and  it  appears  that  neither  Ward  nor 
Gray  can  acquire  any  rights  to  the  tracts  claimed  by  them,  unless  the 
decision  of  your  office  is  reversed,  awarding  the  preference  right  ©f  en- 
try to  Dixon  of  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  J  and  N.  J  of  S  W.  J  of  said  Sec.  8. 
Gray  had  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  denying  his  application 
to  enter  said  tracts,  but  the  refusal  of  your  office  to  grant  his  motion 
for  a  review  of  said  decisions  is  no  reason  why  the  motion  to  dismiss 
said  appeal  of  Ward  should  be  granted. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  case  of  Hawes  et  al.  (supra)  is  not  authority  for 

■ 

the  decision  made  by  your  office  that  the  motion  to  review  made  by  Gray 
could  not  be  considered,  because  of  the  appeal  filed  by  Ward.  Where 
there  are  several  parties  to  a  suit  pending  in  your  office  and  a  final  de- 
cision has  been  rendered  adverse  to  the  rights  of  two  or  more  of  the 
parties  to  the  suit,  the  filing  of  an  appeal  by  one  of  the  parties  will  not 
preclude  the  hearing  of  a  motion  for  a  review  by  another  party  to  the 
record,  asking  a  reconsideration  of  the  decision  so  far  as  the  same  may 
affect  his  rights.  But  in  the  case  at  bar  it  does  not  appear  that  Gray 
was  a  party  to  the  decision  determining  the  rights  of  Ward  and  Dixon 
et  al.    He  was  a  party  to  a  decision  rendered  the  same  day  by  your  of- 
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fice,  involving  some  of  the  tracts  mentioned  in  the  decision  in  the  case 
ot  Ward  v,  Dixon  et  aZ.,  and  from  that  decision  he  has  the  right  of  ap- 
peal. 

But  since  your  office  has  refused  to  consider  Gray's  motion  for  review, 
it  is  in  effect  a  denial  of  the  same,  and  it  can  not  make  any  difference 
that  the  refusal  was  for  a  wrong  reason.  From  the  foregoing  it  is  ap- 
parent that  Gray  claims  an  interest  in  a  portion  of  the  land  involved  in 
the  decision  appealed  from  by  said  Ward,  and  since  all  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  are  before  this  Department,  Gray's  application  to  be  heard  upon 
*'  the  entire  merits  of  the  controversy"  will  be  granted,  and  his  counsel 
will  be  allowed  to  file  a  brief  in  his  behalf  within  thirty  days  of  notice 
hereof.  The  rights  of  all  parties  in  interest  will  be  duly  considered 
when  the  case  is  reached  in  the  regular  order. 

You  will  please  advise  the  parties  in  interest  of  the  action  hereof 
upon  said  motion  to  dismiss. 


pee'emptiox^secoxd  filing. 
Clayton  M.  Reed. 

The  filing  and  cash  entry  of  one  who  removes  from  land  of  his  own  to  settle  on  public 
land  in  the  same  State,  exhausts  his  pre-emptive  right,  and  he  will  not  be  allowed  a 
second  filing  for  the  same  land  on  the  cancellation  of  his  illegal  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  February  10,  1887. 

• 

By  letter  of  May  29,  1885,  your  office  held  for  cancellation  the  pre- 
emption cash  entry  of  Clayton  M.  Beed  for  the  W.  J  of  S  W.  J,  Sec.  26, 
and  S.  i  of  SB.  i,  Sec.  27,  T.  45  N.,  R.  9  W.,  Lake  City,  Colorado,  for 
the  reason  that  be  had  abandoned  his  residence  on  land  of  his  own  to 
settle  on  the  public  land  in  the  same  State. 

Claimant  filed  motion  for  review,  and  on  consideration  thereof,  your 
office,  by  letter  of  November  19,  1885,  adhered  to  its  former  decision. 

Claimant  appealed.  It  appears  that  in  the  summer  of  1882  Beed 
made  proof  on  a  homestead  claim  in  Colorado,  and  received  final  cer- 
tificate therefor ;  that  in  December  following  he  left  said  claim  and 
took  up  his  residence  on  the  land  above  described,  and  that  on  July  9, 
1883,  he  made  proof,  and  payment.  In  February,  1883,  he  received 
patent  for  the  land  covered  by  his  homestead  claim.  In  May,  1885, 
he  sold  the  latter  tract  to  one  Curt  Von  Hagen.  It  thus  appears 
that  he  abandoned  his  residence  on  his  own  land  to  reside  on  the  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  State,  and  that  h/e  retained  the  ownership  of  his 
homestead  claim  during  the  full  time  of  his  residence  on  the  pre-emp- 
tion tract.  Under  these  circumstances  he  cannot  acquire  any  right  of 
pre-emption.  (Sec.  2260  B.  S.)  None  of  the  cases  cited  by  counsel  for 
claimant  present  facts  similar  to  those  in  this  case,  and  I  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  to  discuss  them  further. 
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In  his  application  for  rev^iew,  dated  August  4,  1885,  claimant  alleges 
that  since  his  said  settlement  he  has  continued  to  reside  on  said  pre- 
emption claim,  and  has  expended  large  sums  of  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  same,  and  asks  in  case  of  an  adverse  decision,  that  he  be 
allowed  to  make  a  new  pre-emption  filing,  dating  his  settlement  from 
the  date  of  the  sale  of  his  homestead,  and  that  the  mone^^  already  paid 
be  applied  to  the  payment  for  said  tract  of  land  under  the  new  entry. 
To  grant  this  request  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  Department.  Reed 
must  be  charged  with  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  cannot  be  heard  to 
plead  ignorance  of  it.  His  attempt  to  acquire  title  to  the  tract  in  ques- 
tion was  illegal  throughout.  In  that  attempt  ha  has  exhausted  his  pre- 
emption right.  To  allow  him  now  to  file  again  would  in  my  opinion  be 
a  violation  of  law,  and  would  Mow  him  to  take  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


DESERT  LAND  ENTRY— DECLARATORY  STATEMENT. 

E.  J.  Meeoham. 

Under  the  desert  land  act  but  one  declaration  of  intention  to  make  entry  is  allowed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  February  10, 1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  office  letter  of  May  20, 1885,  transmitting  the 
application  of  counsel  for  E.  J«  Meecham,  asking  for  a  review  and  re- 
consideration of  Mr.  Secretary  Teller's  decision  of  January  8, 1885,  re- 
jecting the  application  of  E.  J.  Meecham  to  amend  his  desert  land  entry 
covering  the  E.  i  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  4,  T.  12,  R.  13,  Salt  Lake  district, 
Utah. 

Said  entry  was  made  February  13, 1883.  A  few  months  later  the 
homestead  entry  of  another  settler,  on  a  tract  adjoining  Meecham's 
desert  entry,  was  canceled,  whereupon  Meecham  applied  to  amend  his 
said  desert  entry  so  as  to  cover  the  tract  thus  released  from  homestead 
entry.  The  application  alleges  no  error  of  law  in  my  predecessor's  de- 
cision, but  pleads  equity  in  Meecham's  behalf,  pointing  out  that  if  he 
were  allowed  to  enter  the  tract  as  prayed  for,  his  desert  land  entry 
would  aggregate  only  one-half  what  the  law  authorizes.  It  appears 
that  Meecham  made  or  purchased  the  improvements  on  the  tract  he 
applies  to  enter,  after  its  abandonment  as  a  homestead,  but  prior  to  the 
cancellation  of  the  homestead  entry;  and  as  no  other  claimant's  rights- 
are  involved,  and  only  the  government  is  concerned,  and  as  the  refusal 
of  his  request  will  inflict  considerable  loss  upon  him  with  no  benefit 
whatever  to  the  government  (which  will  receive  from  no  other  entry- 
man  any  more  than  Meecham  offers  to  pay  for  the  tract),  he  urges  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication. 
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It  may  be  conceded  that  in  this  particular  case  no  harm  woald  re- 
sult to  the  government,  and  the  applicant  might  be  saved  from  hard- 
ship. Nevertheless,  the  rule  of  your  office  permitting  but  one  declara- 
tion of  intention  to  make  entry  under  the  desert  land  act,  is  one  the 
advantages  of  which  are  so  obvious,  while  the  disadvantages  inevitably 
resulting  from  its  annulment  would  be  so  numerous  and  serious,  that  I 
do  not  think  the  Department  would  be  justified  in  making  an  exception 
in  favor  of  the  applicant  in  this  case.    I  therefore  reaffirm  said  decision. 


PRIVATE  CLAIM— ACT  OF  JUNE  14,  1860. 

Southern  Pac.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Burlingame. 

The  date  of  a  snrvey  is  determined  by  the  date  of  its  approval. 

The  publication  and  approval  of  a  survey  under  the  act  of  June  14,  I860,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  an  application  to  have  it  returned  into  court,  has  the  same  efteot  in  law 
as  the  issue  of  patent. 

The  final  determination  of  such  survey  is  in  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem  and 
therefore  conclusive  as  against  claimants  who  fail  to  protect  their  interests. 

A  ruling  of  the  Department  as  to  the  status  of  a  tract  of  land,  on  the  application  of  a 
pre-emptor,  wiU  not  preclude  the  subsequent  consideration  of  the  same  question 
on  the  application  of  the  same  person  under  another  law. 

A  claim  cannot  be  held  as  subjudice  if  before  a  tribunal  or  officer  that  has  no  authority 
or  Jurisdiction  to  adjudge  the  matter  involved. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrqw  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  14, 1887. 

This  case  involves  the  NW.  J  of  SE.  J  Sec.  17,  T.  3  S.,  E.  13  W.,  S. 
B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  comes  here  on  appeal  by  the  South- 
em  Paciiic  Railroad  Company  from  the  decision  of  your  predecessor, 
rendered  September  19, 1884,  denying  its  right  to  the  tract  specified. 

This  land  is  within  the  primary  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  appellant 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  its  road  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  July 
27, 1866  (14  Stat,  294-299),  and  of  March  3,  1871  (16  Stat.,  573).  The 
map  of  designated  route  was  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
and  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  April  3, 1871,  whereby  the  grant 
attached  to  all  lands  subject  to  it  under  the  said  several  acts )  and  the 
withdrawal  was  made  and  became  efiective  at  the  district  land  office  on 
the  loth  of  the  following  May. 

By  departmental  decision  I'endered  June  26, 1880,  iu  the  case  of  Wm. 
Burlingame  r.  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  and  the  State  of 
California,  the  land  in  question  was  held  to  have  been  excepted  from 
the  appellant's  grant  by  reason  of  its  having  been  embraced  within  the 
claimed  limits  of  the  '^  Tajaujta  Bancho,"  the  true  limits  of  which  were 
not  determined  until  February  21, 1872,  and  Burlingame's  pre-emption 
filing  for  this  with  other  lands  was  allowed  to '  go  to  record.  He  did 
not,  however,  avail  himself  of  his  privilege  under  the  pre-emption  law, 
bat  abandoned  it.    Again,  in  the  case  of  Garcia  v.  Southern  Pacific 
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Railroad  Company  and  State  of  California,  this  Department,  on  April 
21,  1884,  came  to  this  same  conclusion  with  reference  to  the  status  of 
this  tract  in  controversy. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1884,  said  Burlingame  made  timber  culture  appli- 
cation for  this  land ;  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  local  office  for  the  reason 
that  said  land  was  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  appellant's 
road.  Burlingame  thereupon  appealed,  alleging  as  grounds  therefor 
the  fa^t  that  the  Department  had,  in  the  two  separate  cases  heretofore 
mentioned,  held  the  land  to  be  excepted  from  the  appellant's  grant.  In 
the  mean  time,  to  wit,  May  20, 1884,  the  company  made  selection  of  this 
land.  The  decision  appealed  from  rejected  this  selection  and  allowed 
the  said  timber  culture  application  of  Burlingame  subject  to  the  right 
of  appeal  here. 

The  appellant's  allegation  of  error  on  the  part  of  your  predecessor  in 
this  case  is  that  ^^  the  land  in  question  never  was  within  the  claimed 
limits  of  the  'Tajauta  Eaucho' — certainly  not  after  the  publication  and 
approval  of  the  Hancock  survey  of  1860  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  June  14, 1860  (12  Stat,  33)." 

It  is  insisted  with  considerable  energy  that  the  case  is  r€%  ad^udicata: 
that  the  allowance  of  Burlingame's  filing  for  this  land  June  26,  1880, 
was  an  award  the  character  of  which  can  not  now  be  inquired  into.  In 
other  words,  that  the  award  against  the  company  must  stand.  This 
contention,  1  think,  is  untenable  under  the  ruling  in  the  following  cases : 
Starkweather  v.  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  B.  B.  Co.  (6  C.  L.  O., 
19)  White  V.  Hastings  and  Dakota  By.  Co.  (id.,  54) ;  Gnffin  v.  Central 
Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  12) ;  and  Charles  W.  Filkins  (id.,  49).  In  the 
*'  White  "  case  {supra)  the  land  in  controversy  had  been  awarded  to  the 
railway  company  under  the  rulings  then  in  force ;  but  subsequently 
under  a  changed  and  corrected  ruling  said  award  was  ascertained  to 
have  been  erroneous,  and  an  application  was  made  by  Whit<e  to  enter 
the  land  under  the  homestead  law.  In  passing  upon  the  case  the  Sec- 
retary said : 

<<  Had  title  been  transferred  [by  the  award]  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  question  of  the  stattis  of  the  land,  so  far  as  this  Department  is 
concerned,  would  be  settled.  ...  I  think  it  will  not  be  seriously  as- 
serted that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  transfer  the  title 
of  the  land  to  the  company,  if,  under  a  correct  construction  of  the  law, 
8aid  grantee  had  no  valid  claim  to  the  same,  simply  because,  at  some 
former  date,  in  a  case  other  than  the  one  presented  to  you  an  award  had 
been  made  to  said  claimant." 

So  also  in  the  case  under  consideration.  Had  a  patent  been  issued  to 
Burlingame,  this  Department  would  have  been  without  jurisdiction  to 
consider  the  case  further.  But  as  already  stated  he  abandoned  his  pre- 
emption filing,  and  now  makes  a  new  application  under  a'dift'erent  law^ 
This  new  application  is  an  entirely  independent  transaction,  and  has  no 
eonnectiou  whatever  with  the  former  case  of  Burlingame  against  this 
company.    The  four  essential  elements  of  res  adjudicata  do  not  exist  in 
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this  case.  The  questioD,  anil  only  questiou,  here  is  simply  this :  Did  the 
tract  specified  pass  to  the  railroad  compaDy  under  its  grant?  If  it  did, 
the  Department  should  say  so;  and  if  it  did  not,  it  should  likewise  say 
so.  For  if  title  to  the  land  in  controv^ersy  passed  to  the  railroad  com 
pauy  umler  its  grant,  the  issuance  of  patent  for  the  same  to  an  individual 
under  the  timber  culture  law  would  be  a  vain  and  futile  act  on  the  part 
of  the  CTnitt'd  States,  and  such  patent  would  be  declared  void  by  the 
courts.   Morton  v.  Nebraska  (21  Wall.,  660). 

Now,  in  arriving  at  a  correct  conclusion  as  to  the  status  of  the  par- 
ticular tract  of  land  here  in  controversy,  the  facts  and  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  *'  Tajauta  Rancho"  and  the  several  surveys  thereof  must 
be  carefully  considered.  They  are  substantially  as  follows:  The  Ta- 
jauta grant,  a  Mexican  grant  of  one  league  of  land  within  larger  exterior 
limits,  having  been  finally  confirmed  under  the  act  of  1851,  the  lines  of 
a  survey  of  the  rancho,  as  confirmed,  were  run  by  Deputy  Surveyor  Han- 
cock, in  December,  1858.  This  survey  was  approved  by  the  surveyor 
general  September  17, 1860,  after  the  passage  of  the  said  act  of  June  14, 
1860,  and  it  is  therefore  governed  by  that  act.  For  it  has  been  uniformly 
held  that  the  date  of  the  approval  shall  be  regarded  as  the  date  of  the 
survey.  Bancho  San  Barnabe  (1  C.  L.  L.,  547);  Bancho  Tajauta  (id., 
548) ;  Bancho  Arroyo  Del  Bodeo  (1  L.  D.,  229)  5  Bancho  Cuyama  No.  1  (2 
G.  L.  L.,  1205) ;  Southern  Pacific  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Garcia  (64  Gal.,  515) ;  and 
Southern  Pacific  B.  B.  Go.  v.  Dull  (10  Saw.,  506).  This  ruling  is  based 
upon  the  principle  that  lands  are  not  surveyed  until  the  survey  is  ap- 
proved and  becomes  of  record  in  the  land  office.  State  of  California  v. 
Townseud  et  al.  (2  G.  L.  L.,  1117,  citing  Barnard's  Heirs  v.  Ashley's 
Heirs,  12  How.,  43) ;  Finney  v.  Berger  (50  Gal.,  248) ;  and  Medley  v. 
Bobertson  (55  id.,  306,  and  cited  cases). 

The  act  provides : 

'*  That  whenever  the  surveyor  general  of  Galifornia  shall  in  compli- 
ance with  the  thirteenth  section  of  an  iict  entitled  ^  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  settle  (the)  private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Galifornia,'  approved 
March  3,  1851,  have  caused  any  private  land  claim  to  be  surveyed,  and 
a  plat  to  be  made  thereof,  he  shall  give  notice  that  the  same  has  been 
done,  and  the  survey  and  plat  approved  by  him,  by  a  publication  .... 
once  a  week  for  four  weeks  in  two  newspapers,  one  published  in  Los  An- 
geles, and  one  of  which  the  place  of  publication  is  nearest  the  land,  if 
the  land  is  situated  in  the  southern  district  of  Galifornia;  and  until  the 
expiration  of  such  time,  the  survey  and  plat  shall  be  retained  in  his 
office  subject  to  inspection." 

It  further  provides  that  the  district  court  of  that  district  may,  upon 
the  application  of  any  party  i!iterested,  make  an  order  requiring  such 
survey  to  be  returned  into  said  court  for  examination  and  adjudica- 
tion, and  if  in  its  opinion  the  location  and  survey  are  erroneous,  it 
may  set  it  aside  and  annul  the  same,  or  correct  and  modify  it.  But  if 
'^  after  publication  as  aforesaid,  no  application  shall  be  made  to  the 
said  court  for  the  said  order,  or  when  said  order  has  been  refused,  or 
2278  DEC 27 
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when  an  order  shall  have  been  obtained  as  aforesaid,  and  when  the  dis- 
trict court  by  its  decrees  shall  have  finally  approved  said  survey  and 
location,  or  shall  have  reformed  or  modified  the  same,  and  determined 
the  true  location  of  the  claim,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral to  transmit  without  delay  the  plat  or  survey  of  the  said  survey  to 
the  general  land  office,  and  the  patent  for  the  land  as  surveyed  shall 
forthwith  be  issued  therefor,  and  no  appeal  shall  be  allowed  from  the 
order  or  decree  as  aforesaid  of  the  said  district  court,  unless  applied  for 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  decree  of  the  said  district  court, 
but  not  afterwards ;  and  the  said  plat  and  survey,  so  finally  determined 
by  publication,  order,  or  decree,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  have  the  same 
effect  and  validity  in  law  as  if  a  patent  for  the  land  so  surveyed  had 
been  issued  by  the  United  States." 

The  notice  of  this  Hancock  survey,  and  the  filing  of  the  approved 
plat  was  published  in  all  respects  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  the 
act  just  quoted,  and  the  survey  and  plats  were  retained  for  inspection 
in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  term  prescribed  by  the  act. 
No  application  was  made  to  order  it  into  court,  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  and  no  such  order  was  made.  The  survey  thereby 
became  final  under  the  act  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  I860,  after 
which  it  was  transmitted  by  the  surveyor  general  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Some  time  thereafter,  just  prior  to  February,  1868,  an  application  was 
made  to  the  surveyor-general  by  the  confirmee  of  the  grant  to  have  the 
Hancock  survey,  already  become  final,  set  aside,  and  a  new  one  made, 
which  application  was  referred  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  for  his  instructions.  He  directed  the  surveyor-general  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  case,  and  if  the  matter  was  found  to  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  surveying  department,  to  have  a  new  survey 
made.  Thereupon,  by  the  directions  of  the  surveyor-general,'  deputy 
surveyor-general  George  Hansen,  in  February,  1868,  made  a  new  sur- 
vey and  forwarded  it  to  the  General  Land  Office ;  but  this  latter  sur- 
vey was  finally  rejected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  February  21, 
1872,  as  void,  on  the  ground  that  the  surveyor-general  never  had  any 
jurisdiction  to  make  it,  because  the  Hancock  survey  of  1858  had  be- 
come final  in  1860,  under  that  section  of  the  said  act  above  quoted, 
which  provides  '*  that  the  said  plat  and  survey,  so  finally  determined 
by  publication,  order,  or  decree,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  have  the  same 
effect  and  validity  in  law,  as  if  a  patent  for  the  land  so  surveyed  had 
been  issued  by  the  United  States." 

The  Hancock  survey  did  not  include  the  tract  in  controversy,  but  it 
was  embraced  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  ^'Tajauta  Bancho," 
as  claimed  in  the  petition  for  confirmation,  and  the  confirmee  continued 
to  claim  the  land  as  being  within  the  Mexican  grant  at  least  until  the 
final  rejection  of  the  Hansen,  survey  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
as  aforesaid. 
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Upon  the  foregoing  state  of  facts  it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the 
appellant  that  the  tract  of  land  in  controversy  passed  to  it  under  its 
grant  by  the  acts  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  while  on  the  part  of 
the  appellee  and  your  office  it  is  contended  with  equal  energy  that  the 
tract  came  within  the  exceptions  contained  iu  the  language  of  the  grant. 

The  grant  by  the  said  act  of  1866  as  made  applicable  by  the  said  act 
of  1871  was  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"That  there  be,  and  hiereby  is,  granted  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  of  California  ....  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  said  railroad every  alternate  section  of  public  land, 

not  mineral,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to  the  amount  of .  .  .  ten  al- 
ternate sections  of  land  per  mile  on  euch  side  of  said  railroad  whenever 
it  passes  through  any  State,  and  whenever,  on  the  line  thereof,  the 
United  States  have  full  title,  not  reserved,  sold,  granted,  or  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  free  from  preemption  or  other  claims  or  rights,  at 
the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  designated  by  a  plat  thereof,  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

As  already  stated,  the  rights  of  the  road  vested  April  3,  1871;  and 
unless  the  tract  in  controversy  is  within  one  of  the  exceptions  found  in 
the  act,  the  company's  title  to  it  is  paramount.    The  decisions  of  this 
Department  upon  the  general  question  herein  involved  have  not  been 
uniform.    Shortly  after  the  rejection  of  the  Hansen  survey  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  in  1872,  on  the  grounds  heretofore  specified,  the 
Department  acting  upon  the  doctrine  announced  in  that  decision  held 
that  the  Tajauta  grant  ceased  to  be  sub  judice  when  the  Hancock  sur- 
vey became  final  in  1860 ;  and  that  lands  lying  without  that  survey, 
though  included  within  the  petition  for  confirmation,  and  still  claimed 
by  the  confirmees  as  being  within  said  rancho,  were,  nevertheless, 
^'  public  lands",  and  passed  to  the  railroad  company  under  its  grant, 
unless  they  were  within  some  other  exception  contained  in  the  granting 
acts.     Patent  was  thereupon  issued  to  the  company  for  a^  part  of  said 
section  17,  adjacent  to  the  tract  in  controversy,  and  which  lands  occu- 
pied the  same  status  as  this,  and  were  in  controversy  in  the  case  of 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v,  Garcia  {supra)  more  particularly 
referred  to  hereafter. 

Subsequently  this  rule  was  changed  and  in  the  cases  first  referred  to 
in  this  decision,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  the  ^'  Tajauta  Rancho ''  was 
considered  as  being  sub  judice  up  until  the  final  rejection  of  the  Han- 
sen survey  in  1872.  Following  this  later  rule,  another  tract  adjacent 
to  this  tract  in  controversy  and  similarly  situated  was  patented  in  1880 
to  H.  J.  Dull,  who  had  settled  there  in  1872,  in  the  face  of  the  protest 
of  the  railroad  company,  and  which  land  was  involved  iu  the  case  of 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  ».  said  Dull  (supra)^  hereafter  re- 
ferred to. 

In  the  <' Garcia"  case  {supra)  the  supreme  court  of  California  had 
under  consideration  the  identical  question,  involving  the  <' Tajauta 
Baucho,"  that  is  now  before  me.  In  that  case  Garcia  had  settled  on 
the  land  iu  question  in  1873  and  set  up  claim  to  it  under  the  pre-emption 
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law.  The  compauy  brought  ejectment  \\i  the  State  courts,  and  were 
defeated  in  the  court  below.  But  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  re- 
versed that  judgment,  and  held,  citing  12  Opin.  of  Atty.  Gen'I.,  250, 
that— 

"The  publication  and  approval  of  the  Hancock  survey,  in  the  absence 
of  an  application  to  have  it  returned  to  the  district  court,  had  the  same 
effect  and  validity  in  law  '  as  if  a  patent  for  the  land  so  surveyed  had 
had  been  issued  by  the  United  States.'  After  that  the  grant  was  in  no 
sense  sub  judice.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  to  transmit 
said  survey  to  the  General  Laud  Office ;  and  of  that  office,  to  forthwith 
issue  a  patent  for  the  land  in  accordance  with  said  survey.  The  grant 
became  segregated  from  lands  lying  outside  of  said  survey." 

This  same  question  afterwards  arose  in  the  "Dull"  case  {supra).  In 
that  case  Dull  had  settled  upon  the  land  therein  in  controversy  in  1872, 
laid  claim  to  it  under  the  pre-emption  law,  and  finally  received  a  patent 
from  the  United  States  in  1880.  He  then  sold  and  transferred  the  land 
to  one  Schefielin,  an  alleged  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value  without 
notice.  The  company  afterward  filed  its  bill  in  equity  to  control  the 
legal  title  vested  in  the  defendants  and  sought  a  deci'ee  that  defendants 
hold  the  title  in  trust  for  its  benefit.  The  court  in  deciding  the  case 
says: 

<^If  the  Tajauta  grant  had  been  finally  located  before  that  date  (the 
date  of  definite  location  of  the  road),  then  it  was  no  longer  sub  judice^ 
and  the  lands  being  outside  the  limits  of  the  final  survey  were  public 
lands,  and  subject  to  grant,  and  the  Congressional  grant  attached, 
unless  the  land  was  within  some  other  exception."  Citing  ilyan  v.  Cen- 
tral Pacific  E.  R.  Co.  (99  U.  S.,  382). 

And  again,  speaking  in  reference  to  the  finality  of  the  Hancock  sur- 
vey and  commenting  upon  the  statute  of  1860  already  quoted,  the  court 

say: 

"The  survey  thereby  became  final  under  the  act,  after  which  it  was 
transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. . .  .The 
language  is  in  the  alternative,  and  puts  a  survey,  become  tinal  by 
publication,  upon  the  same  footing  with  one  made  final  by  an  ^order, 
or  decree',  of  the  court,  and  makes  it  in  express  terms,  in  its  legal  efieet, 

the  equivalent  of  a  patent When  this  survey  thus  became  final, 

under  the  act,  it  was  res  adjudicata,  on  the  location,  and  there  was  no 
authority,  or  jurisdiction  in  the  Land  Department,  or  in  any  other  officer 
of  the  government,  to  in  any  way  interfere  with  it.  There  remained 
but  the  mere  ministerial  duty  of  issuing  the  patent  which  would  be 
convenient  evidence  of  title,  already  fully  vested,  under  the  Statutes, 
by  the  survey  which  had  become  tinal  un<ier  the  act,  and  been  made 
equivalent  to  a  patent.  Upon  this  survey  becoming  final  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1860,  the  grant  ceased  to  be  sub  judice;  and  all 
lands  outside  of  the  survey,  thus  made  final  became  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  and  subject  to  any  other  disposition  under  the  law. 
Nothing  can  be  sub  judice  before  a  tribunal,  or  officer,  that  has  no  au- 
thority or  jurisdiction  to  adjudge  the  matter,  or  to  in  any  way  meddle 
or  interfere  with  it.  Any  attempt  to  exercise  such  authority  or  any 
claim  ma<le  against  action  already  final,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  further 
jurisdiction,  is  simply  a  nullity." 
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This  same  yriuciple  as  regards  the  conclusiveness  of  the  survey 
become  final  under  the  act  of  1860,  was  announced  in  the  cases  of  Bis- 
sell  V,  Henshaw  (1  Sawyer  583),  aifirraed  by  the  supreme  court  in  Hen- 
shaw  V.  Bissell  (18  Wall.,  268);  Treadway  v.  Scrapie  (-'8  Cal.,  655);  and 
Wrijjht  17.  Semple  (32  id.,  659).  The  cases  all  proceed  upon  the  theory 
that  the  proce('din<;  in  relation  to  the  final  determination  of  the  survey 
under  the  statute  is  in  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem  and  therefore 
conclusive  as  against  claimants  under  floating  Mexican  grants.  In  the 
case  of  BiHsell  v.  Henshaw  {supra)  the  court,  in  speaking  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  confirmation  of  the  survey,  say:  "The  pro- 
ceeding is  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  proceeding  in  rem  under  the 
statute,  in  which  all  parties  are  bound  to  intervene  and  protect  their 
interests.  If  not,  there  could  be  no  object  in  this  provision  of  the  act." 
And  the  supreme  court  on  appeal  affirmed  this  doctrine,  and  say  further : 
"If  the  deiendHtits,  or  those  under  whom  they  hold,  faile<l  to  appear 
and  conti'St  the  survey,  they  can  not  now  be  heard  to  question  its  cor- 
rectness.'^ 

The  precise  question  here  for  consideration  has  not,  so  tar  as  I  am 
aware,  been  passed  upon  by  the  United  States  supreme  court  in  any  case. 
Bat  the  decisions  before  referred  to^-theon^a  unanimous  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  California,  and  the  other  of  the  United  States  circuit 
court — are  of  very  high  authority,  and  appear  to  me  to  rest  upon  sound 
principles  of  law.    They  will  therefore  be  followed  in  this  decision. 

For  the  reasons  already  set  forth,  the  decision  appealed  from  is  re- 
versed. 


PRACTICE— FINAL  ACTION— APPEAL. 

William  M.  O'Day. 

A  decisiou  of  the  General  Land  Office  rejecting  final  proof  and  holding  the  entry  for 

cancellation  is  a  final  action  from  which  an  appeal  will  lie. 
The  right  to  be  further  heard  therein  is  lost  by  failure  to  appeal  or  apply  for  review 

within  the  projter  period. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  February  15, 1887. 

By  letter  '•C",  dated  May  25, 1885,  you  rejected  .the  tinal  proof  offered 
by  William  M.  O^Day  on  his  homestead  entry  No.  6452,  November  7, 
1882,  cash  entry  No.  660,  September  4,  1884,  embracing  the  N  W.  J  of 
Sec.  20,  T.  149  N.,  R.  66  W.,  Devils  Lake,  Dakota  Territory,  and  held  said 
entries  for  cancellation,  subject  to  appeal. 

August  12,  1885,  the  register  reported  that  on  June  5,  1885,  claimant 
WHS  duly  notified  of  said  decision,  and  that  he  had  failed  to  take  action 
in  the  matter.  Thereupon,  by  letter  "  C  ",  dated  September  10, 1885,  you 
canceled  said  entries,  and  closed  the  case. 

September  12,  1885,  there  was  filed  in  the  local  office  an  application 
for  review  of  your  said  decision  dated  May  25,  preceding,  which  appli- 
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catiou  waa  by  letter  dated  September  17, 1885,  duly  transmitted  to  your 
office.  November  14,  1885,  an  appeal  from  your  said  decision,  dated 
September  10,  1885,  was  filed  iu  the  local  office,  which  appeal  was 
transmitted  to  your  office  by  register's  letter,  dated  November  16, 1885. 
You  took  no  action,  either  in  the  matter  of  said  application  for  review, 
or  the  appeal,  and  on  Decc^mber  23, 1885,  transmitted  the  whole  record 
to  the  department. 

Your  decision  of  May  25,  1885,  was  a  final  decision  from  which  an 
appeal  would  lie;  and  the  record  which  is  not  disputed  shows  that 
claimant  was  duly  notified  of  said  decision.  He  took  no  appeal  from 
said  decision,  neither  was  his  application  for  review  within  the  time 
required  by  the  rules.  Cousequentl^s  under  the  rules  your  action  of 
September  10,  1885,  properly  closed  the  case.  Thereafter  an  appeal 
would  not  He,  neither  could  an  application  for  review  be  considered. 
Rule  112. 

Said  appeal  is  therefore  dismissed. 


•     TIMBER  CVLTVRE— RIGHT  OF  HEIRS  TO  MAKE  ENTRY. 

Shabrab  V.  Teaghman  et  al. 

The  right  of  entry  is  iu  the  heirs,  v^here  the  laud  in  fouud  subject  to  such  appropria- 
tiou,  and  the  legal  ai>plicant  therefor  dies  before  the  status  of  the  land  is  deter- 
mined. 

An  entry  in  the  name  of,  and  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  heirs  may  be  made  ou  the  ap- 
plication of  one  of  the  heirs,  without  power  of  attorney  from  the  other  heirs  au- 
thorizing snch  action. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  register  avd  receivtr^  Lincoln^  Nebraska^  May  27, 

1885. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  L.  Sharrar  from  your  rejection 
of  his  application  to  contest  timber  culture  entry  No.  1571,  made  Au- 
gust 13,  1884,  on  the  N.  i  of  NW.  J,  Sec.  3,  T.  12  N.,  R.  7  B.,  by  James 
H.  Teachman,  one  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Teachman,  transmitted  with 
the  receiver's  letter  of  August  30,  1884. 

Said  tract  was  returned  as  saline  land  by  the  surveyor-general  in  1862. 
It  is  also  i>art  of  an  odd  numbered  section  within  the  limits  of  the 
withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  grant  to  the  Burlington  and  Missouri 
River  Railroad  Company,  in  Nebraska,  by  4 he  act  of  July  2,  1864  (13 
Stat,  365). 

June  17,  1880,  Joseph  Teachman  applied  to  enter  said  tract  under 
the  timber  culture  act.  A  hearing  was  had  as  to  the  character  of  the 
land,  and  on  February  8,  1884,  this  office  decided  that  the  land  is  not 
saline  and  that  Teachman's  application  should  be  a<lmitted,  as  the  rail- 
road company  has  already  received  more  land  on  that  side  (north)  of  its 
line  than  it  is  entitled  to.    The.  railroad  company  was  allowed  sixty 


DECISIONS   BfiLATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  423 

days  for  appeal  from  this  decision.  Under  date  of  April  18,  1884,  yon 
Te])orted  that  no  appeal  had  been  taken  ;  also  that  Teachman  and  his 
wife  had  both  died,  and  asked  instructions.  By  office  letter  of  May  14, 
1884,  you  were  informed  that  the  case  was  governed  by  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  Railroad  Go.  v.  Sturm  (2  L.  D.,  546),  and  instructed  to  al- 
low Teachman's  heirs  to  make  entry  of  the  land,  if  they  applied  within 
ninety  days  from  the  receipt  of  notice  to  that  effect.  Pursuant  to  such 
notice,  James  B.  Teachman  made  entry  as  aforesaid,  filing  with  bis  ap- 
plication an  affidavit  reciting  that  he  is  one  of  said  heirs,  named  in  the 
will  of  Joseph  Teachman  (a  copy  of  which,  unverified,  is  also  filed),  and 
that  he  is  authorized  by  power  of  attorney  from  the  other  heirs  to  make 
entry  in  his  owp  name  for  the  benefit  of,  and  in  trust,  for  them. 

Sharrar  filed  his  timber  culture  application  for  the  laud  with  his  ap- 
plication to  contest  said  entry. 

Tou  rejected  his  application,  for  the  reason  that  the  entry  had  been 
allowed  under  instructions  from  this  office,  and  tbere  was  no  ground 
for  contest,  whereupon  he  appealed.  The  grounds  of  appeal  are  that 
there  is  no  law  under  which  the  right  of  a  person  to  enter  land  descends 
on  his  death  to  his  heirs,  or  under  which  such  right  can  be  devised ;  that 
one  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Teachman  is  insane,  and  has  no  guardian,  and 
that  said  James  H.  Teachman  has  no  authority  to  act  for  him;  that  the 
requirements  of  office  letter  of  May  14, 1884,  have  not  been  complied  with ; 
that  said  entry  is  contrary*  to  law ;  and  that  a  hearing  should  be  had  to 
enable  contestant  to  show  that  said  James  H.  Teachman  was  not  author- 
ized by  power  of  attorney  to  act  for  said  heirs. 

Sharrar  claims  to  have  been  in  possession  of  theland  since  April  5, 1884. 

It  is  contended  that  this  case  differs  radically  from  that  of  Sturm ;  that 
the  land  in  controversy  there  was  part  of  the  public  domain,  subject  to 
entry  atthedate  of  the  application,  and  the  decision  simply  h^ld  that  en- 
try should  have  been  allowed,  and  an  application  which  should  have  been 
admitted  is  equivalent  to  one  duly  placed  of  record ;  that  Sturm'sapplica- 
tion  was,  upon  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  entitled  to  full 
force  and  effect  iis  an  entr3^  from  the  date  of  its  tender;  that  at  the  time 
Joseph  Teachman  made  his  application  the  land  in  question  was  reserved 
and  could  not  be  appropriated  under  the  timber  culture  act,  or  ordinary 
settlement  laws,  until  its  agricultural  chanicter  had  been  determined; 
that  Teachinan,  having  died  before  the  decision  of  February  3, 1884,  be- 
came final,  never  had  any  right  to  the  land  ;  that  h<%d  he  lived  his  appli- 
cation would  only  have  dated  from  May  14, 1884,  when  said  decision  be- 
came final ;  and  that  henever  performed  any  act  on  the  land  in  pursuance 
of  any  rights  previously  acquired  and  had  no  rights  which  could  descend 
to  his  heirs.  Also,  that  Sharrar  is  the  only  person  who  has  ever  been  in 
possession  of  said  land. 

Sturm  applied  to  make  timber  culture  entry  of  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
limits  of  a  railroad  grant,  and  his  application  was  for  that  reason  re- 
jected by  the  local  officers.     He  appealed,  claiming  that  the  land  was 
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excepted  from  the  railroad  grant  by  reasoii  of  being  within  the  claimed 
limits  of  an  unadjusted  private  grant  at  the  date  of  definite  location  of 
the  road. 

Before  decision  here  Sturm  died.  This  office  found  that  the  land  was 
excepted  from  the  railroad  grant  as  claimed,  and  was  then  public  land, 
but  held  that  as  the  widow  had  made  no  application  for  the  land  since 
her  husband's  death,  she  could  claim  no  benefit  from  his  application,  as 
his  right  to  make  timber  culture  entry  died  with  him.  This  was  over- 
ruled by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  held  that  although  Sturm 
did  not  actually  make  entry  of  the  land,  he  applied  to  do  so  in  good 
faith  and  tendered  the  requisite  fees.  And  ns  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween a  case  where  the  filing  was  recoi\ied  and  one  where  it  was  offered 
and  rejected,  neither  is  there  any  difference  in  such  a  case  as  that,  so 
far  as  the  applicant's  rights  are  concerned,  for  they  inured  to  the  benefit 
of  the  heirs.  That  the  tract  was  subject  to  entry  and  Sturm's  right  to 
enter  was  not  prejudiced  by  the  rejection  of  his  application  in  the  local 
office,  and  inasmuch  as  he  was  prevented  by  death  from  perfecting  said 
application,  entry  would  be  allowed  in  proper  form  in  the  name  of  his 
heirs,  if  made  within  ninety  days  from  the  receipt  of  notice  of  said  de- 
cision. 

Joseph  Teach  man's  application  was  rejected  in  your  office  for  the 
reason  that  the  tract  had  been  returned,  and  noted  on  your  records,  as 
saline  land,  and,  for  the  further  reason,  that  if  not  saline,  being  part 
of  an  odd-numbered  section,  it  was  suivject  to  tbe  railroad  grant. 

The  status  of  the  land  applied  for  by  Sturm  could  be,  and  was,  de- 
termined by  an  examination  of  the  records  of  this  office.  To  ascertaiu 
the  condition  of  the  land  applied  for  by  Teachinan,  a  hearing  us  to  the 
character  of  the  soil  was  necessary  before  the  question  as  to  whether  it 
inured  to  the  railroad  grant  could  be  decided.  Both  cases  involved  ex- 
amination and  decision  by  this  office.  Sturm  died  before  decision  was 
rendered.    Teachman  died  before  the  decision  became  final. 

In  my  opinion,  the  difference  between  the  two  cases  is  not  material. 

Joseph  Teachman  applied  to  enter  in  good  faith  and,  had  he  lived, 
could  have  perfected  his  claim,  and  his  rights  descended  to  his  heirs  as 
in  the  Sturm  case.  Sharrar  gained  nothing  by  settlement  while  the 
application  of  Teachman  was  pending. 

That  James  H.  Teachman  is  one  of  the  heirs  is  not  denied,  and  a 
power  of  attorney  from  the  otber  heirs  to  make  entry  is  not  necessary. 
The  entry  should,  however,  have  been  in  the  name  of  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  the  heirs. 

Your  action  denying  the  application  of  Sharrar  to  contest  is  affirmed 
and  sixty  days  allowed  for  appeal.  Should  this  decision  become  final, 
James  H.  Teachnian's  application  will  be  returned  for  correction,  as 
above  indicated. 

NoTK.— This  decisiou,  on  appeal,  was  affirmed  by  Acting  Secretary'  Maldrow,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  IbtiT. 
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practice;  evidence— rehearing, 
Crow  v,  Andrus. 

Aflidavits  filed  iu  a  case  after  decisioa  by  the  local  office  oaaaot  be  rej^arded  as  evi- 
deDce,  tbouj^ii  entitled  to  consideration  on  motion  for  rehearing. 

A  rehearing  will  not  be  granted  by  the  Department  where  an  order  for  the  same, 
made  by  the  local  office,  was  set  aside  on  the  motion  of  the  applicant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commisaioner  Sparks^  February  18,  1887. 

John  A.  Andriis  made  homestead  entry  No.  22,278  of  the  S.  W.  J  of 
Sec.  10,  T.  101  K,  R.  6G  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota  Territory,  September  26, 
1882,  and  commuted  the  same  to  cash  entry  No.  9452,  March  31,  1^83. 
His  commntation  proof  submitted  on  that  day  showed  that  he  estab- 
lished actual  residence  on  his  claim  September  28,  1882;  that  his  im- 
provenients  consisted  of  a  house  ten  by  twelve  feet,  a  barn  and  granary 
twelve  by  twenty-four  feet,  and  five  acres  of  breaking — total  value,  $200; 
that  he  bad  resided  continuously  on  the  claim,  '^  except  when  absent  on 
business;  "  and  that  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two  children, 
because  of  sickness  had  never  resided  on  the  claim. 

By  letter,  dated  December  11,  1883,  the  register  transmitted  the  duly 
corroborated  application  of  John  Crow  to  contest  said  cash  entry, 
charging  that  claimant  had  never  established  his  residence  upon  said 
tract.  Hearing  was  directed  by  your  office  letter  *•  P, "  dated  March  7, 
1884,  and  had  commencing  June  25th  following.  After  the  contestant 
had  submitted  the  testimony  of  himself  and  that  of  another  witness,  he 
called  the  claimant  as  a  witness  in  his  behalf.  Counsel  for  claimant, 
however,  objected,  and  instructed  his  client  not  to  go  on  the  stand  as  a 
vritness  until  the  contestant  closed  his  testimony.  Contestant  then 
moved  a  continuance,  which  was  overruled  by  the  receiver,  to  which 
ruling  contestant  excepted  and  gave  notice  of  an  appeal  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office.  He  then  rested  his  case  ''  subject  to 
the  action  of  the  Honorable  Commissioner."  Claimant  also  rested  his 
case  '*  until  the  order  of  the  Commissioner  is  made  and  heard  from." 

August  9,  1884,  upon  the  application  of  contestant  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  Special  Agent  James  it  was  ordered  by  the  local  office 
that  the  case  be  re-opened  for  trial,  and  that  the  day  of  hearing  be  set 
for  September  2'3d  following.  August  12,  same  year,  upon  motion  of 
claimant's  counsel,  counsel  for  contestant  being  present,  the  local  office 
revoked  and  set  aside  said  order  for  rehearing.  December  6, 1884,  the 
local  officers  considered  the  testimony  submitted  in  the  case,  found 
therefrom  that  claimant  had  never  resided  upon  his  land  as  required  by 
the  law,  and  thereupon  recommended  the  entry  for  cancellation.  From 
this  decision  claimant  a[>pealed,  and  by  decision,  dated  May  29,  1885, 
you  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  local  office,  from  which  affirmance  an 
appeal  is  brought  here.  With  this  appeal  is  also  filed  a  motion  for  a 
rehearing  in  the   premises,  based  upon  alleged  irregularities  in  the 


426  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

former  i>roceediDg8,  etc.  Since  your  said  decisioa  claimant  has  also 
filed  a  nnmber  of  alSidavits,  intended  to  show  his  goo<l  faith  in  the  mat- 
ter of  his  claim,  and  the  hardship  that  will  resalt  to  him  from  a  cancel- 
lation of  his  said  entry.  These  later  affidavits  are  not  properly  to  be 
considered  as  evidence  nnder  Bale  72,  bat  may  propi'rly  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  connection  with  the  motion  for  rehearing. 

From  the  evidence  submitted  at  the  trial  of  this  cause  in  June,  1884, 
I  think  it  clearly  apparent  that  claimant  never  established  and  main- 
tained a  residence  upon  his  claim.  It  is  clearly  shown  that  at  the  time 
said  entry  was  made  claimant  was  temporarily  in  the  Territory  of  Da- 
kota, but  immediately  thereafter  returned  to  Ashtou,  Illinois,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  with  his  family  during  the  time  covered  by  his  final 
proof;  that  he  built  or  caused  to  be  built  an  uninhabitable  shanty  on 
the  dividing  line,  between  this  and  another  tract,  which  shanty  was 
removed  to  his  preemption  claim  about  two  weeks  after  final  proof  was 
made  upon  the  tract  in  question.  From  this  showing  it  is  quite  clear 
that  claimant  acted  in  bad  faith  throughout  and  that  his  entry  should 
be  canceled.  Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  affidavits  since  filed  in  his 
behalf  which  would  lead  to  a  different  conclusion.  It  is  not  alleged  in 
any  of  such  affidavits  that  claimant  has  ever  resided  upon  the  land  in 
question,  and  therefore  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  this  ground  is  over- 
ruled. As  regards  the  alleged  irregularities  in  the  early  proceediogs  in 
this  case,  it  seems  evident  to  me,  that  claimant  cannot  complain  of  them. 
After  rehearing  had  been  ordered  by  the  local  office — a  rehearing 
which  would  undoubtedly  have  given  claimant  opportunity  to  present 
his  case  in  its  best  light,  such  rehearing  was  upon  motion  of  counsel 
for  claimant  set  aside  and  revoked.  It  would  seem  that  he  is  bound  by 
such  action,  and  should  be  estopped  from  now  asking  a  rehearing  upon 
any  alleged  irregularities  in  the  former  proceedings.  The  motion  for 
rehearing  is  therefore  denied,  and  your  said  decision  is  affirmed. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  JD.  C,  February  19,  1887. 

RULES  TO  BE  OBSERVED  IN  PASSING  ON    FINAL    POOOF    PAPERS    IN 
PRE-EMPTION  AND  COMMUTED  HOMESTEAD   OASES.* 

I.  Where  final  proof  or  any  part  thereof  is  taken  before  the  day  adver- 
tised, require  new  advertisement  and  new  proof,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as 
the  case  may  require,  to  cover  that  which  was  taken  out  of  time. 

II.  Where  final  proof  or  any  part  thereof  is  taken  after  the  day  adver- 
tised, require  new  advertisement  and  new  proof,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as 
above  provided,  unless  on  day  advertised  due  notice  had  been  given  of 
postponement  to  a  day  certain  by  the  officer  taking  the  proof,  and  the 
proof  be  taken  in  accordance  with  said  postponement.    Facts  of  post- 

•  Fop  circulars  sec  4  L.  D.,  297 ;  id.  473  ;  5  id.  178;  id.  220. 
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ponemeDt  and  notioe  must  be  certified  by  the  officer  taking  the  last 
proof. 

III.  The  entire  proof  must  be  taken  in  accordance  with  notice  given. 
If  the  testimony  of  either  claimant  or  witnesses  is  taken  at  a  different 
time  or  place  than  that  advertised,  require  new  advertisement  and  new 
proof  as  to  such  defective  testimony. 

IV.  When  witness  not  nam^d  in  advertisement  is  substituted  for 
advertised  witness,  require  new  notice  and  proof  covering  the  testimony 
of  substituted  witness. 

V.  The  certification  of  naturalization  papers  or  other  court  records 
should  be  received  onlj'  when  ma<le  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  clerk 
of  the  court  in  which  such  papers  appear  of  record,  but  where  a  judicial 
record  is  sbown  to  have  existed  and  is  now  lost  or  destroyed,  proof  of 
the  same  may  be  made  b^"^  secondary  evidence,  in  acci»rdance  with  the 
rules  of  evidence  governing  such  proof. 

VI.  Where  final  proof  is  taken  by  officer  not  named  in  advertisement, 
it  ma}'  be  accepted  if  otherwise  sufficient,  provided  that  the  proof  is 
taken  attbe  time  and  exact  place  designated  in  the  printed  notice,  and 
provided  the  officer  alvertised  to  take  said  proof  shall  officially  certify 
that  no  protest  was  ever  filed  before  him  against  claimant's  entry. 

VII.  The  number,  cause,  and  duration  of  all  absences  to  be  satis- 
factorily accounted  for. 

VIII.  When  proof  is  made  before  register  and  receiver  and  certificate 
doe.s  not  bear  the  date  of  said  proof,  require  of  register  and  receiver 
explanation  thereof,  and  if  the  delay  was  caused  by  failure  to  tender  the 
money  at  date  of  making  said  proof  require  final  affidavit,  with  corrobo- 
rating proof,  to  cover  date  certificate  was  issued. 

IX.  When  proof  is  made  before  any  other  officer,  allow  the  necessary 
time  only  for  a  prompt  transmittal  of  the  pipers  to  the  district  land 
office,  and  if  any  longer  interval  is  shown  between  date  of  proof  and 
date  of  certificate  (if  proof  is  otherwise  sufficient)  require  affidavit  of 
continued  residence  and  non-alienation  to  cover  date  of  final  certificate. 

W  M.  A.  J.  SPARKS. 
Approved  Feb.  21,  1887  :  Commissioner. 

H.   L.    MULDEOW, 

Acting  JSeeretary. 


DON ATION^OBP HAN'S  CLAIM. 

Louisa  A.  Buchanan. 

If  either,  or  both  of  the  parents,  have  received  a  donatioa  under  any  of  the  aolB,  the 
children  are  not  entitled  to  claim  nuder  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July  17, 
1854. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  24, 1887. 

«  On  August  22,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  103),  this  Department  returned  to  your 
office  the  papers  relative  to  the  application  of  Louisa  A.  Buchanan, 
formerly  Louisa  A.  Pregg,  to  be  permitted  to  locate  one  hundred  and 
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sixty  acres  of  land  ia  Vancouver  land  district,  Washington  Territory, 
under  tbe  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17, 1854 
(10  Stat.,  305),  and  directed  your  office  to  render  a  decision  upon  the 
merits  of  said  application,  subject  to  the  right  of  appeal  in  case  the  de- 
cision should  be  adverse  to  the  applicant. 

The  record  shows  the  applicant  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Julia 
F.  Pregg.  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  father  while  travelling  to- 
wards the  State  of  Oregon  with  his  family  and  before  he  reached  said 
State  died  in  the  year  1852.  His  widow  and  child,  the  applicant,  then 
about  one  year  old,  proceeded  into  said  State.  In  the  spring  of  1853, 
the  widow,  mother  of  the  applicant,  was  married  to  Captain  C.  H.  Fair- 
child,  and  they  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  and  perfected  title  thereto  under  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  September  27,  1850  (9  Stat.,  496),  one-half  of  which  was 
awarded  to  the  mother  of  the  tipplicaut.  Under  this  «(ate  of  facts, 
your  office,  ou  September  30,  1885,  held  that  the  application  should  be 
rejected,  for  the  reason  that  the  applicant  was  not  an  orphan  withiu 
the  meaning  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  iict  From  said  decision  the  ap- 
plicant appeals,  and  alleges  error — 

1st,  In  holding  that  the  term  orphan  in  said  section  means  a  child 
who  has  lost  both  parents  by  death. 

2d,  In  deciding  that  after  tbe  marriage  of  the  mother  to  C.  H.  Fair- 
child,  and  the  subsequent  exercise  of  her  <lonation  right,  the  applicant 
was  deprived  of  the  privilege  granted  to  orphans  by  law ;  and 

3d,  In  rejecting  the  claim  of  the  applicant. 

It  is  obserc^ed  that  counsel  for  the  appellant  have  filed  no  brief  in  the 
case,  and  have  cited  no  authorities  either  of  the  courts  or  decisions  of 
this  Department.  The  fifth  section  of  said  act  provides,  ^^That  in  any 
case  wbere  orphans  have  been,  or  may  be  left,  in  either  of  said  Terri- 
tories, whose  parents,  or  either  of  them,  if  living,  would  have  been  en- 
titled  to  a  donation  under  this  act,  or  either  of  those  of  which  it  is 
amendatory,  said  orphans  shall  ha  entitled  to  a  quarter  section  of  land 
on  due  proof  being  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  surveyor  general, 
subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior." 

This  act,  which  is  amendatory  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Sep- 
tember 27,  1850  (9  Stat.,  496),  and  also  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
February  14,  1853  (10  Stat.,  15S),  was  carefully  considered  by  my  pre- 
decessor Secretary  Schurz  in  tlie  case  of  Sha«lrdck  Powell  (2  C.  L.  L., 
1369),  decided  February  28, 1880,  in  which  it  was  held  that  said  section 
conferred  a  benefit  upon  a  certain  cla-is  excluded  from  the  operation 
of  the  prior  acts,  viz:  orphans,  who  had  been  left  in  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  or  Washington,  or  who  should  be  left,  whose  parents,  or  either 
of  them,  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  donation  under  the  act  of  1850 
or  1853;  that  the  amount  of  land  to  which  such  orphans  would  be  en- 
titled upon  due  proof  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  that  taking 
into  consideration  the  provisions  of  the  three  acts  above  cited,  if  either 
or  both  of  the  parents  had  received  a  donation  under  any  of  the  acts, 
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the  children  were  not  so  entitled  to  claiai  under  and  were  not  orphans 
within  the  meaning  of  the  fifth  section  of  said  act  of  1854. 

It  is  not  shown  that  said  decision  has  been  reversed  or  modified,  and 
no  good  reason  appears  for  overruling  it.  The  decision  of  your  office 
is  therefore  affirmed. 


PRACTICE;  FINAL  PliOOF— APPEAL. 

W.  B.  Ennis  et  al. 

Ad  order  requiring  additional  proof,  «vithout  final  decision  upon  that  already  sub- 
mitted, is  not  appealable. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  February  li  t,  I8S7. 

W.  B.  Ennis  and  others  have  made  application  to  have  the  record  in 
the  above  stated  case  certified  to  the  Department,  alleging  that  by 
letters  of  August  24  and  2'>,  you  suspended  the  homestt^ad  entries  of 
W.  B.  Ennis  and  others  therein  named,  for  the  reason  that  their  testi- 
mony as  to  the  number  of  times  and  duration  of  their  absence  from  their 
homesteads  is  vague  and  uncertain,  and  required  claimants  to  furnish 
additional  evidence  through  the  local  officers  showing  the  number  of 
times  and  duration  of  such  absence.  That  from  this  action  applicants 
appealed,  which  you  refused  to  transmit,  holding  that  ^^  under  the  rules 
this  is  not  such  an  appeal  th&t  can  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary,  and 
antil  the  additional  evidence  called  for  is  furnished,  the  case  will  re- 
main suspended.'' 

Applicants  do  not  show  that  any  final  decision  has  been  made  in  said 
case  from  which  an  appeal  can  be  taken,  or  that  they  have  declined  to 
comply  with  said  requirement,  hence  their  application  should  be  refused. 
Applicants  may  refuse  to  furnish  additional  proof,  and  elect  to  rely 
upon  the  proof  submitted,  in  which  event  it  would  be  your  duty  to 
make  a  final  decision  from  which  they  would  have  the  right  of  appeal. 

You  will  notify  claimants  that  they  will  be  required  to  elect  within 
thirty  days  whether  they  wfU  furnish  additional  proof,  or  rely  upon  the 
proof  submitted,  and  upon  their  action  in  the  matter  or  at  the  expira- 
tion of  thirty  days,  you  will  make  a  final  decision  in  said  causes. 


desert  land  entr¥^compactness, 
Francis  M.  Bishop. 

Statutory  rights  are  not  abrid;^ed  by  departmental  re^^ulations. 

An  entry  in  conformity  with  tlie  statute  as  to  compactness  must  be  allowed,  though 
in  contravention  of  the  strict  letter  of  the  general  circular. 

The  departmental  reguhitioos  with  respect  to  "  compactness"  of  desert  entries  modi- 
fied. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  February  24,  1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April  10,  1886,  transmitting  the  pa- 
pers in  the  appeal  of  Francis  M.  Bishop  from  your  decision  of  Febru 
ary  27, 1880,  calling  upon  him  to  re-adjust  the  boundaries  of  his  desert 
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land  entry,  made  August  7,  1885,  embracing  sis:  hundred  acres  in  sec- 
tions 8  and  17,  T.  15  8.,  R.  13  E.,  Salt  Lake  district,  Utah. 

The  tract  in  question  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide  by  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  long,  and  yoar  office  holds  that  it  is  not  ^^  compact  ^  in 
the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  used  in  the  desert  land  act  (19  Stat.,  377). 

Your  decision  is  based  upon  the  regulations  of  the  department,  which 
so  far  as  they  bear  upon  the  question  of  the  com|)actuess  of  tracts 
claimed  under  the  desert  land  act,  read  as  follows : 

^^The  requirement  of  compactness  will  be  held  to  be  complied  with 
on  surveyed  lands  when  a  section,  or  part  thereof,  is  described  by  legal 
subdivisions  as  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  technical  section  as  the  situation 
of  the  land  Hud  its  relation  to  other  lands  will  admit,  although  parts  of 
two  or  more  sections  may  be  taken  to  make  up  the  quantity  or  equiva- 
lent of  one  section.  But  entries  running  along  the  margin  or  including 
both  sides  of  streams,  or  being  continuous  merely  in  the  sense  of  lying 
in  a  line  so  as  to  form  a  narrow  strip,  or  in  any  other  way  showing  a 
gross  departure  from  all  reasonable  requirements  of  compactness,  will 
not  be  admitted. 

"  In  no  case,  where  the  full  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
is  entered,  will  the  side  line  on  either  side  be  permitted  to  exceed  one 
mile  and  a  quarter;  and  less  in  proportion  in  case  the  entry  embraces 
less  than  a  whole  section  or  its  equivalent."  (Gen.  (Mr.,  March  1, 1884, 
p.  35). 

As  this  entry  embraces  forty  acres  less  than  six  hnndred  and  forty 
acres,  and  yet  is  a  mile  and  a  quarter  long,  you  held  that  it  was  not 
compact  within  the  meaning  of  the  rule  above  quoted,  and  you  required 
the  entry  man  to  re-adjust  his  boundaries  so  as  to  bring  his  entry  within 
the  rule. 

The  desert  land  act  provides  "  that  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to 
enter  more  than  one  tract  of  land,  and  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  which  shall  be  in  compact  form." 

The  tract  in  question,  which  as  already  indicated  embraces  six  hun- 
dred acres,  is  in  the  form  of  a  rectangular  parallelogram,  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  long,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  Its  width  is  equal  to 
three-fifths  of  its  length,  and  is  uniform  throughout  its  length.  The 
sole  question  presented  is  as  to  the  compactness  of  the  tract.  Is  it 
compact;  or  are  its  shape  and  contour  such  as  to  call  for  a  re-adjust- 
ment of  boundaries  before  patent  can  issue?  The  only  provision  of 
the  law  on  the  subject  is  that  already  quoted,  that  tracts  entered  under 
the  desert  land  act  '<  shall  be  in  compact  form."  That  the  tract  herein 
described  is  in  compact  form  within  any  reasonable  definition  of  the 
term  "compact,"  can  not  be  gainsaid.  It  is  therefore  compact  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law  and  must  be  so  regarded. 

Consequently,  to  follow  the  strict  language  of  the  regulation  and 
under  it  enforce  the  relinquishment  of  any  portion  of  the  tract  for  want 
of  compactness  would  be  to  deprive  the  applicant  of  a  statutory  right, 
and  this  no  rule  or  regulation  of  the  Department  can  do. 
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Two  propositions,  therefore,  present  themselves.  Either  the  regala- 
tioD  must  be  so  interpreted  and  construed  as  to  save  the  statutory  right, 
or  it  must  be  so  modified  that  it  will  not  operate  to  defeat  that  right. 

An  examination  of  the  decisions  of  the  land  department  discloses  the 
fact  that  the  practice  has  not  been  uniform  under  the  rule.  In  some 
eases  the  restriction  as  to  length  of  tract  has  been  followed  literally;  in 
others  latitude  has  been  given  by  a  construction  of  the  rule  which  saved 
entries,  although  they  embmced  tracts  greater  in  length  than  the  letter 
of  the  regulation  would  warrant.  While  convinced  that  the  entry  in 
the  case  before  me  fully  meets  the  requirement  of  the  statute  with  ref- 
erence to  compactness,  I  find  it  difficult  to  construe  the  regulation  on 
the  subject  in  such  a  way  as  to  warrant  the  approval  thereunder  of  this 
entry  as  described. 

The  closing  sentence,  commencing  '^In  no  case,"  of  the  regulation 
herein  quoted  relative  to  compactness  is  so  explicit  in  its  wonls  of  limi- 
tation as  in  my  judgment  to  exclude  this  entry  in  its  present  form.  To 
allow  it  and  so  comply  with  the  statute  would  be  to  disregard  the  rule. 
The  mandate  of  the  law  must  be  obeyed ;  hence  the  rule,  in  so  far  as  it 
restricts  a  legal  right  in  this  case,  must  be  disregarded. 

But  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  or  wise  to  leave  standing  a  regula- 
tion which  in  practice  is  found  to  come  in  conflict  with  the  law  on  which 
it  is  supposed  to  be  based.  Regulations  are  devised  and  adopted  to 
aid  in  the  proper  execution  of  the  law,  and  where  in  any  case  it  is  found 
that  they  operate  as  an  obstruction  rather  than  as  an  aid  they  should 
be  so  changed  or  modified  as  to  meet  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
intended.  The  case  under  consideration  convinces  me  that  the  regula- 
tion relative  to  desert  land  locations  and  entries  should  be  modified  by 
the  elimination  therefrom  of  the  words : 

'^In  no  case,  where  the  full  quantity  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
is  entered,  will  the  side  line  on  either  side  be  permitted  to  exceed  one 
mile  and  a  quarter;  and  less  in  proportion  in  case  the  entry  embraces 
less  than  a  whole  section  or  its  equivalent." 

The  residue  of  the  regulation  is  in  my  judgment  ample  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  government  and  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  law 
by  yoar  office  and  the  Department;  and  it  properly  leaves  to  the  land 
department  some  discretion  in  determining  what  is  and  what  is  not  a 
compliance  with  the  law. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  acconlingly  reversed,  and  yon  will  ad- 
judicate Bishop's  desert  land  claim  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein 
expressed,  treating  his  entry  as  embracing  a  tract  compact  in  form. 

It  is  proper  here  to  add  that  this  decision  presents  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent view  as  to  the  construction  of  the  regulation  relative  to  desert 
land  entries  in  the  matter  of  their  compactness  from  that  expressed  in 
the  case  of  Lizzie  A.  Devoe,  decided  by  this  Department  July  7, 1886 
(5  L.  D.y  4).    In  that  case  the  regulation  was  treated  as  sufficiently 
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flexible  to  authorize  tbe  entry,  the  facts  in  which  clearly  met  the  re- 
quirement of  the  law' with  reerard  to  compactness. 

In  this,  upon  a  further  consideration  of  the  reg^ulation,  it  is  reg:arded 
as  in  part  in  conflict  with  the  law,  because  its  words  of  limitation  are 
deemed  to  go  beyond  what  the  statute  will  authorize,  and  it  is  to  that 
extent  abrogated. 

Such  modiflcatiou  of  the  regulation  in  no  way  impugns  the  correct- 
ness of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  in  the  Devoe  case,  but  that  case,  in  so 
far  as  the  reasons  therefor  differ  from  this,  is  modified,  and  this  de- 
cision will  furnish  the  authority  for  action  in  all  desert  land  cajses  not 
yet  finally  adjudicated  in  so  far  as  the  question  of  compactness  is  con- 
cerned. 


railroad  grant— indian  resebratwy. 
Jackson,  Lansing  &  JSaginaw  R.  R.  Co. 

An  order  of  the  Presideut,  withdrawing  lands  for  the  use  of  ludianH,  existing  at  the 
date  of  a  railroad  grant  and  the  definite  location  thereunder,  excepts  the  land 
covered  thereby  from  the  operation  of  said  grant. 

Until  said  order  was  formally  revoked,  the  effect  thereof,  as  against  the  grant,  re- 
mained unchanged,  though  the  purpose  of  the  withdrawal  had  ceased  to  exist. 

Lands  *^  in  place  "  excepted  from  the  grant  are  not  subsequently  subject  to  indemnity 
selection. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroto  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  Febrtiary  26,  1^7. 

On  May  15, 1871,  the  Jackson,  Lansing  and  Saginaw  Railroad  Com- 
pany present.6d  to  the  local  land  office  at  Reed  City,  Michigan,  a  list  ol 
lands  claimed  under  the  grant  by  acts  of  Congress  approved  Jane 
3,  1866  (11  Stat.,  21),  July  3,  1866  (14  Stat.,  78),  and  March  3,  1871 
(16  Stat.,  582).  Said  list  embraced  twelve  thousand,  three  hundred 
and  thirty  and  forty-nine  onehundredths  acres,  situated  in  township 
thirty-four,  thirty-five,  and  thirty-six  north,  range  four  west. 

The  record  shows  that  said  tracts  are  within  the  six  mile  or  granted 
limits  of  said  grant,  and  that  the  right  of  said  company  attached  on 
October  23, 1858,  the  date  when  said  company  filed  in  your  office  a  map 
showing  the  definite  location  of  its  road 

It  appears  that  on  May  16,  1855,  by  order  of  the  President  and  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  A.ffaiis,  your  office 
directed  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Duncan  land  office,  in  said 
State,  to  withdraw  from  market  the  public  lands  {inter  alia)  in  said 
townships.  The  order  of  withdrawal  stated  that  it  was  made  for  Indian 
purposes,  and  upon  the  condition  that ''  no  peculiar  or  exclusive  claim 
to  any  part  of  the  land  so  withdrawn  can  be  acquired  by  said  Indians, 
lor  whose  benefit  it  is  understood  to  be  made,  until  after  they  shall  by 
future  legislation  be  invested  with  the  legal  title." 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  433 

The  United  States  made  a  treaty  with  the  Ottawa  and  Ohippewa  In- 
dians of  Michigan  on  July  31, 1855,  by  the  provisions  of  which  it  was 
agreed  that  certain  townships  would  be  withdrawn  from  sale  and  re- 
served for  the  use  of  said  Indians.  This  treaty  was  proclaijied  by  the 
President  on  September  10, 1856  (see  Revision  oc  Indian  Treaties,  p. 
613).  The  withdrawal  and  reservation  mentioDcd  iu  said  treaty  did  not 
embrace  any  of  the  lands  in  question.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  on  March  3, 1860,  in  response  to  your  office  letter  dated  February 
24, 1860,  advised  that  the  land  not  included  in  the  reservation  fixed  by 
said  treaty  was  not  needed  any  longer  for  Indian  purposes,  and  thereupon^ 
on  July  30,  same  year,  the  vacant  lands  in  the  even  numbered  sections 
in  said  townships  were  restored  and  offered  at  public  sale  at  $2.50  per 
acre.  Pursuant  to  the  orier  of  the  President,  dated  April  10, 1861,  the 
public  lands  iu  said  townships  (with  others)  were,  on  April  22,  same 
year,  again  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  Indian  reserva- 
tion. It  was,  however,  determined  that  said  lands  would  not  be  needed 
for  that  purpose  and  the  even  sectidus  were  restored  to  market  on  Au- 
gust 19, 1874.  It  further  appears  that  the  Grand  Bnpids  and  Indiana 
Kailroad  Company,  one  of  the  beneficiaries  un  der  said  grant,  presented 
to  the  local  land  officers  a  list  of  lands  in  said  township  34,  claimed  by 
the  company,  said  list  was  transmitted  to  this  Department  by  your 
office  letter,  dated  March  31, 1874,  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
right  of  the  company  be  recognized,  and  said  list  was  approved  by  the 
Hon.  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  April  25,  same  year.  The 
ground  upon  which  your  office  based  said  recommendation  is  ^<  that  the 
treaty  of  1855,  proclaimed  September  10,  1856,  before  the  right  of  the 
road  had  attached,  standing  in  place  of  and  making  unnecessary  any 
further  legislation,  had  the  effect  to  release  from  further  reservation  the 
lands  not  included  in  its  terms,  although  such  lands  were  not  formally 
restored  until  I860." 

Your  office,  on  May  11, 1885,  refused  to  concur  in  the  view  above 
quoted,  and  held  said  list  for  cancellation,  upon  the  ground  that  said 
granting  act  of  June  3, 1856,  exx^ressly  reserves  from  the  operation  of 
the  grant  made  thereby  any  and  all  lands  theretofore  reserved  to  the 
United  States  by  act  of  Congress,  or  in  any  other  manner  by  competent 
authority:  that  it  can  make  no  difference  that  the  reservation  was  tem- 
porary in  character  and  that  the  reason  therefor  had  ceased  to  exist 
prior  to  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  and  your  office  held  that  ^'  the 
lands  in  question  were  withdrawn  by  competent  authority  pending  the 
negotiation  of  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  and  not  only  the  withdrawal 
but  the  reason  for  which  it  was  ordered  was  in  full  force  at  the  date  of 
the  grant,  and  being  in  a  state  of  reservation  at  the  date  of  the  grant, 
they  were  not  included  therein"  (citing  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  &  Oal- 
veston  B.  B.  Go.  v.  United  States,  92  0.  S.,  733). 

From  said  decision  the  company  appeals,  and  alleges  error,  in  assum- 
ing jurisdiction  to  make  said  decision,  because,  so  far  as  your  office  was 
2278  DEC 28 
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concerned,  the  precise  question  involved  had  become  <^both  stare  deems 
and  res  adjudicataJ*^ 

It  will  be  observed  that  while  your  office,  on  January  16,  1874,  sub- 
mitted to  this  Department  a  report  relative  to  the  rights  of  the  Grand 
Bapids  and  Indiana  Eailroad  and  of  the  Jackson,  Lansing  and  Saginaw 
Bailroad,in  which  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  right  of  the  former 
company  "vested  on  the  17th  of -November,  1857,  to  the  odd  sections 
within  fifteen  miles,  under  act  of  June  3,  1856,  if  the  whole  should  be 
found  necessary  to  satisfy  the  grant  of  six  sections  in  width,  and  that 
the  other  company  under  the  same  act  are  entitled  to  the  odd  sections 
within  the  fifteen  miles  limits,  outside  the  limits  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
and  Indiana,  the  latter  company  having  the  prior  location,"  also  that, 
looking  at  the  evident  understanding  of  the  government  at  that  time 
that  it  needed  no  final  order  of  the  President  to  revoke  the  conditional 
withdrawal  for  Indian  purposes,  the  odd  sections  of  right  belonged  to 
the  grant. 

Instead  of  concurring  in  all  the  views  expressed  in  said  report,  this 
Department  declined  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  the  rail- 
roads to  lands  in  range  four.  It  is  true  that  subsequently  your  office 
submitted  to  this  Department  for  approval  a  list  of  lands  falling  within 
the  six  mile  limits  of  the  first  named  railroad,  which  was  approved  on 
April  25,  1874,  as  above  stated,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  formal 
action  has  been  taken  upon  the  list  at  bar,  certainly  none  by  this  De- 
partment. But  if  it  be  conceded  that  your  office  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
hold  said  list  for  cancellation,  surely  it  can  not  be  contended  that  this 
Department  has  no  authority  to  determine  the  right  of  said  company  to 
the  lands  embraced  in  said  list,  and  if  it  shall  not  appear  that  said  lands 
were  granted  to  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  said  company,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  refuse  to  approve  said  list,  and  in  so  doing  he 
will  be  <<  exercising  that  just  supervision  which  the  law  vests  in  him 
over  all  proceedings  instituted  to  acquire  portions  of  the  public  lands.'^ 
Lee  V.  Johnson  (116  TJ.  S.,  48). 

It  will  hardly  be  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  whether  lands  in  a 
state  of  reservation  at  the  date  of  said  grant  are  by  the  terms  thereof 
excepted  from  its  operation,  if  they  are  free  from  embarrassment  at  the 
date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  for  in  the  case  at  bar  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  lands  in  question  were  withdrawn  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent prior  to  the  date  of  said  grant,  and  was  still  in  force  at  the  date 
of  the  definite  location  of  the  road.  The  even  sections  within  the  granted 
limits  were  not  restored  until  1800. 

It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  object  for  which  the  withdrawal  had 
been  made  had  been  accomplished  and  therefore  the  proclamation  of  said 
treaty  of  its  own  force  worked  a  revocation  of  said  withdrawal.  It  does 
not  do  so  in  terms,  and  the  rights  of  railroad  companies  under  their  grants 
can  not  be  enlarged  by  intendment.  It  is,  however,  contended  by  the 
company  that,  if  it  is  not  entitled  to  select  these  lands  ^<  in  place,"  then  it 
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should  be  allowed  to  select  them  as  indemnitv.  But  this  contention  can 
not  be  maintained,  for  this  Department  in  the  case  of  the  St.  Paul  and 
Daluth  Railroad  Company  (4  L.  D.,  407),  upon  the  authority  of  the 
case  of  L.,  L.  &  G.  By.  Company  v.  United  States  (!i2  U.  S.,  733),  and 
the  case  of  Winona  and  St.  Peter  R.  R.  Company  v.  Barney  (113  U.  S. 
618),  held  that  ^Mf  the  lands  are  excepted  out  of  the  grant  once,  they 
were  so  excepted  for  all  purposes." 

For  the  reasons  herein  stated,  the  conclusion  of  your  office,  holding 
said  list  for  cancellation,  must  be  affirmed. 


PRACTICE-SECOND  CONTEST— APPEAL. 

HOODE  V.  SANDO  ET  AL. 

The  right  to  proceed  with  a  second  contest  exists  only  on  the  final  disposition  of  the 

prior  pending  contest. 

Acting  Secretarg  Muldrow  to  Oommissioner  Sparks^  February  26,  I8S7. 

This  record  presents  the  appeal  of  Lars  P.  Boode  from  the  decision 
of  your  office,  dated  March  28,  1885,  dismissing  his  contest  against  tim- 
ber culture  entry  No.  1908  of  the  N W.  J  of  Sec.  28,  T.  116,  R.  55,  made 
on  April  7, 1879,  at  the  Yankton  land  office,  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota, 
and  directing  the  local  land  officers  to  allow  Ole  L.  Christiansen  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  contest  against  said  entry. 

It  appears  that  said  Christiansen  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
said  entry  on  February  19, 18S3,  alleging  failure  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  timber  culture  law,  which  application  was  rejected 
by  the  local  land  officers,  because  the  section  in  which  said  tract  was 
situated  was  not  stated  in  said  contest  affidavit.  The  affidavit  wiis 
withdrawn,  and  again  flled  on  March  lO,  ;883,  and  again  rejected  be- 
cause of  Hoode's  prior  contest,  dated  February  23,  1883.  On  June  19, 
1882,  said  Hoode  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  notice 
issued  same  day,  hearing  was  had  on  August  8th,  same  year,  and  upon 
the  testimony  submitted  the  local  land  officers  recommended  that  said 
entry  be  canceled.  On  August  14, 1883,  your  office  dismissed  Hoode's 
said  contest,  because  he  had  failed  to  file  an  application  to  enter  said 
tract  in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  Bundy  case  (I  L.  D.,  179).  No 
appeal  was  taken  from  said  decision.  On  April  10,  1883,  Christiansen 
appealed  from  the  rejection  of  both  contest  affidavits,  which  appeal  was 
transmitted  to  your  office  on  January  24,  1884.  It  is  alleged  in  said 
appeal  that  the  omission  to  insert  the  section  in  the  contest  affidavit  was 
a  clerical  error,  that  the  section  was  stated  in  the  application  to  enter 
which  accompanied  said  contest  affidavit,  that  the  error  was  not  made 
known  until  March  10, 1883,  when  it  was  corrected  and  the  paper  re- 
filed,  and  again  rejected,  as  above  stated. 
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It  is  also  shown  tbat,  on  October  24, 18A3,  said  Boode  filed  another 
<M>nte8t  affidavit  against  said  entry,  accompanied  by  an  application  to 
^Qter  said  tract  under  the  timber  culture  law,  notice  issued  same  day, 
£xing  December  5,  1883,  for  the  bearing  of  said  case.  From  the  testi- 
onony  submitted  the  local  land  officers  found  that  the  claimant  in  his 
lifetime  and  his  legal  representatives,  since  his  death,  have  not  complied 
i¥ith  the  requirements  of  said  act.  On  October  24,  1884,  the  local  land 
officers  transmitted  to  your  office  the  papers  in  Hoode's  contest.  On 
JSTovember  25,  1884,  the  local  land  officers  transmitted  to  your  office  the 
•affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry  and  application  to  enter  said  tract 
<made  on  September  6,  1884,  by  John  S.  Sigler.  Accompanying  said 
application  is  the  affidavit  of  said  Sigler,  alleging  that  the  contest  of 
;8aid  Hootle  was  speculative,  and  not  made  for  his  own  interest,  but  for 
the  benefit  of  one  George  Osier,  his  son-in  law.  Sigler  asked  that  a 
Clearing  be  ordered  and  that  Hoode  should  be  directed  to  show  cause 
why  his  contest  should  not  be  dismissed. 

On  March  28, 1885,  your  office  considered  the  rights  of  the  respective 
parties  and  held  that  Hoode's  contest  must  be  dismissed  because  of  the 
prior  contest  of  Ghristiausen,  that  Sigler's  application  must  be  rejected 
because  he  is  a  stranger  to  the  record,  and  that  Christiansen  should  be 
allowed  to  proceed  with  his  contest  against  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  deceased  entryman.  In  your  office  letter  of  trans- 
vnittal,  it  is  stated  that  ^^  the  record  of  contest  in  the  case  of  Christiansen 
«.  Sando,  and  the  appeal  of  John  S.  Sigler  from  a  decision  of  the  local 
officers  adverse  to  him  involving  this  entry,  are  also  enclosed.  The  last 
«iamed  cases  have  not  been  finally  passed  upon  by  this  office."  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  your  office  did  reject  Sigler's  application,  as  above 
stated. 

It  Ihus  appears  that  while  appeals  have  been  pending  from  the  action 
of  the  local  land  officers,  nevertheless  they  have  allowed  parties  to  pro- 
oeed  at  much  expense  to  prove  the  failure  of  the  entryman  and  his  heirs 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  to  cultivation  and  plant- 
ing the  land.  This  is  bad  practice  and  works  an  unnecessary  hardship 
4ipon  litigants.  The  first  application  of  Christiansen  should  not  have 
been  allowed  by  the  local  officers  without  instructions  from  your  office, 
on  account  of  the  pending  contest  of  Hoode ;  bul  having  been  offered 
and  having  been  perfected  on  March  10, 1883,  and  an  appeal  taken  from 
its  rejection,  when  your  office  rejected  Hoode^s  prior  contest  on  August 
14, 1883,  from  which  no  appeal  was  taken,  Christiansen's  rights  attached , 
and  there  was  no  error  in  allowing  him  to  proceed  with  his  contest  in 
case  the  decision  of  your  office  became  final,  either  for  want  of  an  ap- 
peal, or  was  affirmed  by  the  decision  of  this  Department.  Churchill  v. 
Seeley  et  al.  (4  L.  D.,  689). 

In  his  appeal,  Hoode  alleges  that  on  February  26, 1883,  he  initiated  a 
new  contest,  filing  therewith  his  timber  culture  application  for  said 
tract.    But  this  statement  does  not  appear  to  be  confirmed  by  the  i*eG- 
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ord.  It  is  true  that  upon  the  original  contest  affidavit  filed  by  Ohris> 
tiansen  appears  this  indorsement,  ^^  Rejected,  because  of  a  prior  contest*. 
Hoode  V.  Sando,  filed  Feb.  26, 1883.''  But  the  only  prior  contest  filed 
by  Hoode,  as  shown  by  the  record,  was  the  one  filed  on  June  19, 1882^ 
and  his  subsequent  affidavit  of  contest  was  made  and  filed  on  October 
24, 1883.  So  that  Hoode's  rights  must  be  held  subject  to  those  of 
Christiansen.  Sigler  does  not  allege  that  Christiansen's  contest  is  spec- 
ulative and  fraudulent,  hence  there  was  no  error  in  refusing  his  applica- 
tion to  contest.  The  conclusion  of  your  office  in  the  decision  appealed 
from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


BEPATMENT^DOUBLE  MINIMUM  EXCESS. 

Fbedebick  W.  Fbese. 

Repayment  is  allowed  for  double  mlDimam  excess  paid  on  land  subsequently  fonndl 

not  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  26,  1887«. 

By  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  your  office  transmitted  the  '^  application 
of  Frederick  W.  Frese  for  return  of  double  minimum  excess  paid  on* 
San  Francisco,  California,  pre-emption  Ccish  entry  No.  75 19,  for  the  N.  ^. 
of  S  W.  i  and  N.  i  of  SE.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  18  S.,  R.  3  E." 

Said  letter  requests  early  action,  ^*  as  there  is  a  large  number  of  case» 
of  this  class  pending." 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  27,  1S66  (14  Stat.,  292),  a  grant  of 
lands  was  made  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  ^^  Begin- 
ning at  or  near  the  town  of  Springfield,  iu  the  State  of  Missouri,  thence 

to  the  head -waters  of  the  Colorado  Chiquito,  and  thence 

along  the  thirty- fifth  parallel  of  latitude,  as  near  as  may  be  found  most 
suitable  for  a  railway  route,  to  the  Colorado  river,  at  such  point  as  may 
be  selected  by  said  company  for  crossing ;  thence  by  the  most  practica- 
ble and  eligible  route  to  the  Pacific."  Several  maps  of  definite  location 
were  filed,  which  carried  the  definite  location  of  the  road  to  San  Buene- 
Ventura  on  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

On  March  12, 1872,  said  company  filed  in  your  office  a  map  of  definite 
location  from  San  Francisco  to  San  Miguel  Mission,  and  thereupon  your 
office,  by  letter  of  April  22,  1872,  withdrew  the  odd  sections  along  said 
line  and  raised  to  the  double  minimum  price  the  even  sections.  The 
land  in  question  lies  within  the  twenty  mile  limits  therein  defined,  and 
in  an  even  section. 

It  appears  that  Frese  filed  declaratory  statement  December  11, 1877^ 
alleging  settlement  in  October,  1872,  and  made  final  proof  January  27^ 
1881,  paying  for  the  land  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  acre. 

On  March  23, 1886,  this  Department  held  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
maps  of  definite  location  between  San  Bueneventura  and  San  Francises 
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(one  of  them  beiug  that  filed  March  12, 1872,)  was  without  aathority  and 
void,  and  that  the  company  had  uo  grant  between  these  points.  (4 
L.  D.,  458.) 

The  act  of  June  16,  1880  (21  Stat,  287),  provides  that  " in 

all  cases  where  parties  have  paid  doable-minimum  price  for  land  which 
has  afterwards  been  found  not  to  be  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad 
grant,  the  excess  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  shall  in 
like  manner  be  repaid  to  the  purchaser  thereof,  or  his  heirs  or  assigns." 

In  the  present  case  the  applicant  has  paid  the  double  minimum  price 
for  the  land,  and  the  laud  has  afterwards  been  found  not  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant. 

I  think  this  case  comes  clearly  within  the  statute,  and  that  repay- 
ment of  the  excess  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  should 
be  made. 


PBJ  CTICE^RE  VIE  W—A  PPEA  L, 

W.  F.  Hawes  et  al.    (On  Review.) 

The  flliug  of  an  appeal,  in  any  appealable  case«  ]»  a  waiver  of  any  and  all  motions 
which  may  have  been  previously  filed  relative  to  the  decision  from  which  appeal 
is  taken. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  28,  1887. 

I  have  before  me  a  motion,  filed  December  22d  ultimo^  in  behalf  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  assignee  of  the  entrymen,  for  review 
of  departmental  decision  of  November  13,  1886  (5  L.  D.,  224),  in  the 
matter  of  the  Gunnison,  Colorado,  coal  entry  No.  1,  made  June  6,  1883, 
in  the  names  of  Alfred  R.  King,  Henry  A.  Tidd,  Willis  Mallory,  and 
James  Fisken. 

•  •  •  •  • 

September  22, 1884,  counsel  for  the  railway  company,  acting  for  said 
company  as  the  purchaser  of  the  land  in  question  from  the  parties  in 
whose  names  the  filings  and  entry  were  made,  filed  in  your  office  an  ap- 
plication to  have  said  coal  entry  No.  1  corrected,  and  asking  that  the  par- 
ties to  the  several  declaratory  statements  for  the  land  be  permitted  to 
make  separate  entries  in  accordance  with  said  declaratory  statements, 
and  also  that  an  investigation  be  ordered  touching  the  regularity  and 
validity  of  said  two  declaratory  statements  and  the  rights  of  the  re- 
spective declarants  therein. 

October  4,  1884,  W.  F.  Hawes,  acting  for  the  railway  company  and 
also  for  King  et  al.^  the  entrymen,  filed  in  the  local  office  an  appeal 
from  your  office  decision,  holding  the  entry.  No.  1,  for  cancellation, 
which  appeal  was  on  October  9,  1884,  forwarded  to  your  office,  and  was 
passed  upon  by  the  departmental  decision  sought  to  be  reviewed.  The 
motion  for  review  insists  that  the  application  to  have  the  entry  amended 
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80  as  to  conform  to  the  filings  should  have  been  considered  to  the  ex- 
clnsion  of  the  appeal. 

In  said  motion  counsel  for  the  company  urge  that  the  entry  as  made 
was  the  result  of  mistake,  for  which  the  register  and  receiver,  as  well  as 
the  person  or  persons  who  made  the  entry,  were  responsible,  and  that 
the  error  should  be  corrected  by  the  Department  in  the  manner  sug- 
gested by  their  petition  thus  securing  to  the  company  the  benefits  of 
its  purchase. 

The  Department  recognizes  its  right  and  its  duty  to  correct  errors 
committed  by  the  local  land  officers,  when  properly  brought  to  its  at- 
tention. There  is  therefore  no  difference  between  counsel  and  the  De- 
partment on  this  question.  The  only  difference  is  as  to  the  manner  or 
nature  of  the  correction. 

The  decision  under  consideration  approved  the  action  of  your  office^ 
holding  the  illegail  entry  for  cancellation,  while  the  motion  for  review 
seeks  a  correction  by  amendment  in  pursuance  of  an  application  filed  in 
September,  ISSi,  and  this  notwithstanding  an  appeal  from  your  office 
decision  was  filed  subsequently  to  said  application  for  amendment.  All 
the  facts  now  presented  were  before  the  Department  when  its  decision 
in  the  case  was  rendered,  and  no  good  reason  appears  for  changing  the 
conclusion  then  arrived  at.  That  decision  tvdhered  to  the  rule  of  the 
Department,  that  when  an  appeal  has  been  filed  and  accepted  in  any 
case,  your  office  has  no  longer  any  jurisdiction  to  further  consider  such 
case,  and  that  the  only  action  then  proper  is  to  forward  the  case  to  this 
Department  for  final  disposition  on  tl^  appeal.  Under  this  rule  your 
office  could  not  properly  act  upon  the  application  to  amend  filed  in  this 
case.  The  appeal  subsequently  filed  and  accepted  took  away  jurisdic- 
tion to  act  on  the  petition.  The  Department  considered  and  acted  upon 
the  appeal  rather  than  on  the  petition,  which  action  in  my  judgment 
was  proper. 

Tlie  appeal  brought  the  case  here.  Not  only  that,  but  it  is  a  well  es- 
tablished rule  of  law  that  the  filing  of  an  appeal  in  any  appealable  case 
is  a  waiver  of  any  and  all  motions  which  may  have  been  previously  filed 
relative  to  the  decision  appealed  from.  The  plea  that  counsel  who  filed 
the  petition  for  amendment  did  not  have  notice  of  the  appeal  is  without 
force,  since  both  the  petition  and  the  appeal  were  filed  in  behalf  of  the 
same  party  or  parties,  but  by  different  counselor  attorneys.  The  com- 
pany can  not  be  allowed  to  plead  want  of  notice  of  its  own  acts. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case  it  all  its  aspects,  I  must  de- 
cline to  grant  the  motion,  and  the  decision  of  November  12th  is  ad- 
hered to. 

It  may  here  be  added  that  were  I  to  re-open  the  case  and  consider 
the  application  to  amend  the  entry,  I  am  unable  to  see  how  in  the  face 
of  the  record  facts  and  for  reasons  not  necessary  to  here  discuss,  any  re- 
sult favorable  to  applicants  could  be  reached. 
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PRE'EMPTION-^-HOMESTEAD  ENTRY. 

DuNLAP  V.  RAaaio  et  al. 

In  the  abaence  of  a  legal  intervening  settlement  claim,  there  is  no  penalty  for  failnre 
to  make  proof  and  payment,  for  unoifered  land,  within  the  statutory  period. 

The  right  of  a  pre-emptor  to  purchase  is  not  defeated  by  the  adverse  claim  of  a  home- 
steader, who  alleges  residence  within  less  than  six  months  after  entry,  and  fails 
to  show  the  same. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissmier  SparkSy  February  28, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  Dunlap  v.  Ernest  and  Kichard 
BaggiOy  on  appeal  by  the  former  from  your  office  decision  of  Jaly  28^ 
1885. 

On  December  13, 1880,  Dunlap  filed  declaratory  statement  for  lots  6, 
9, 10  and  11,  Sec.  16,  T.  4  N.,  R.  14  E.,  M.  D.  M.,  Sacramento,  California, 
alleging  settlement  on  the  7tb  of  the  same  mouth.  On  April  22,  1884, 
Bichard  Baggio  made  homestead  entry  for  lots  10,  11, 14  and  15,  same 
section,  and  on  the  same  day  Ernest  Baggio,  his  brother,  filed  declara- 
tory statement  for  lots  6,  7,  8  and  9,  in  the  same  section,  alleging  settle- 
ment on  the  20th  of  that  month. 

On  May  1,  1884,  Dunlap  published  notice  of  intention  to  submit  proof 
on  June  24, 1884,  and  cited  Ernest  and  Bichard  Baggio  to  appear.  All 
parties  appeared  and  submitted  testimony.  The  local  officers  found  that 
since  the  date  of  Dunlap's  settlement,  December  7,  1880,  his  residence 
h£ls  been  continuous,  excepting  such  times  as  his  business  called  him 
away.  That  he  has  at  all  times  since  the  date  of  establishing  his  resi- 
dense  thereon,  up  to  the  time  of  this  hearing,  claimed  and  considered 
this  land  as  his  home.  That  his  improvements  consist  of  a  house,  barn 
and  wagon  shed,  thirty  acres  cleared,  ready  for  plowing,  and  fifteen 
acres  plowed,  a  good  brush  fence  on  a  considerable  portion  thereof  f 
total  value  of  these  improvements  from  $300  to  $400.  The  local  offi- 
cers further  discussed  certain  absences  of  Dunlap,  but  failed  to  find  any 
evidence  of  bad  faith  therein.  They  say  :  "  We  are  therefore  of  opinion 
and  decide  that  the  good  faith  and  intent  of  the  preemption  claimant, 
George  Dunlap,  is  thoroughly  established  ;  that  while  the  said  Dunlap 
failed  to  make  his  final  proof  within  the  prescribed  time,  the  circum- 
stances are  in  his  favor,  and  he  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  land  em- 
braced in  his  declaratory  statement As  to  the  Baggios, 

the  evidence  shows  that  they  reside  at  the  town  of  Sheei)  Banch  and 
are  engaged  in  the  business  of  running  a  store,  livery  stable,  and  wood 
contracting.  That  it  is  their  evident  intention  to  erect  a  saw  mill  on 
the  land  embraced  within  tbeir  claims,  and  the  timber  thereon  is  of  a 
suitable  nature.  That  the  settlement  made  by  them  upon  this  laud  is 
not  such  a  settlement  and  residence  as  is  contemplated  by  the  home- 
stead and  pre-emption  law."    The  local  officers  recommended  that  the 
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entry  and  tiling  of  Richard  and  Ernest  Baggio  be  canceled,  so  far  as 
they  conflicted  with  the  claim  of  Dunlap. 

Your  ofiSce  held  that  the  evidence  failed  to  show  that  Dunlap  had  ever 
established  a  bona  fide  residence  upon  the  land,  reversed  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers,  and  awarded  the  land  to  Ernest  and  Bichard  Baggio, 
subject  to  their  making  final  proof  at  proper  time. 

On  the  question  of  the  good  faith  of  Dunlap  a  large  amount  of  testi- 
mony was  submitted,  in  some  respects  conflicting.  The  testimony  was 
taken  before  the  local  officers,  and  was  carefully  considered  by  them,  as 
is  shown  by  their  opinion.  On  a  careful  examination  of  the  testimony, 
on  this  point,  I  concur  with  them  that  Dunlap  has  maintained  a  con- 
tinuous residence  under  the  law,  and  this  conclusion  is  largely  based 
on  the  fact  that  the  local  officers  conducted  the  examination  of  the  wit- 
nesses and  therefore  had  the  best  opportunity  of  deciding  in  cases  of 
conflicting  testimony. 

The  Baggios  claim  to  have  settled  on  April  20, 1884,  and  to  have  com- 
menced their  actual  residence  on  their  respective  tracts  about  May  1st. 
The  testimony  related  largely  to  this  matter,  and  after  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  same,  I  agree  with  the  local  officers  that  the  Baggios,  at 
the  date  of  hearing,  resided  at  the  town  of  Sheep  Banch,  and  were  en- 
gaged in  business  there,  and  that  they  did  not  have  a  residence  on  the 
tracts  in  question.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  no  valid  adverse 
claim  has  intervened,  and  consequently  that  there  is  no  reason  shown 
why  Dunlap's  entry  should  not  be  allowed.  Dunlap  was  required  by 
law  to  make  proof  and  payment  within  thirty  three  months  from  settle- 
ment, but  in  case  of  failure  so  to  do  his  claim  did  not  terminate.  '^The 
law  prescribes  no  penalty  for  failure  to  make  proof  and  payment  within 
the  statutory  period,  beyond  rendering  the  land  subject  to  the  claim  of 
the  next  settler,  in  order  of  time,  who  has  complied  with  the  law.''  (J. 
B.  Baymond,  2  L.  D.,  659).  Inasmuch  as  it  appeared  on  Dunlap's  ofl;er 
of  proof  and  payment  that  the  Baggios  had  failed  to  comply  with  the 
law,  their  claims  can  form  no  lawful  bar  to  the  entry  of  Dunlap.  (Fide- 
ler  V.  Kurth,  5  L.  D.,  188).  It  is  true  that  the  question  arose  within  six 
months  after  the  homestead  entry  of  Bichard  Baggio,  and  also  true  that 
he  was  not  required  to  take  up  his  actual  residence  upon  the  tract  dur- 
ing that  period,  but  inasmuch  as  he  claimed  to  have  established  actual 
residence  during  that  time,  and  pleaded  his  residence  as  a  bar  to  the 
entry  of  Dunlap,  the  whole  question  of  the  validity  of  his  claim  to  the 
tract  was  necessarily  In  issue. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  decision  appealed  from  is  reversed,  the 
entry  of  Dunlap  will  be  allowed,  if  no  other  objection  appear,  and  the 
filing  and  entry  of  Ernest  and  Bichard  Baggio,  respectively,  will  be 
canceled. 
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osage  land^pre-emptiok— purchase  be  fobs  patent, 
United  States  v.  Johnson  et  al. 

Until  all  of  the  prelimiDary  acts  required  by  law  have  been  performed  by  the  pre- 
emptor  he  has  acquired  no  right  as  agaiust  the  governueut. 

Purchasers  after  entry  and  before  patent  take  only  an  equity  and  are  chArged  with 
notice  of  all  defects  in  their  title. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  February  28, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  several  cases  of  the  United  States  v.  Daniel 
Johnson,  Henry  0.  Keefer,  Martin  Traverse,  Martin  Hayden,  John  C. 
Davidson,  entrymeu,  and  Edward  Corrigan,  transferee,  as  presented 
by  the  appeals  of  the  latter  from  the  decision  of  yoar  office,  dated  July 
14, 1885,  refusing  to  revoke  its  former  action  canceling  the  Osage  cash 
entries  of  Johnson,  Keefer,  Traverse,  and  Hayden,  v^nd  holding  for  can- 
cellation the  Osage  cash  entry  of  Davidson. 

The  record  shows  that  Johnson  made  Osage  entry  (application  No. 
3361)  November  16, 1882,  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  28 ;  that  Keefer  made 
entry  (application  No.  34b2)  December  7,  1882,  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec. 
33 ;  that  Traverse  made  entry  (application  No.  3383)  November  21, 
1882,  of  the  SE.  ^of  Sec.  23 ;  that  Hayden  made  entry  (application  No. 
3434)  December  7,  1882,  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  33,  and  that  John  0. 
Davidson  made  entxy  (application  No.  3650)  Apiil  10, 1883,  of  the  W. 
i  of  the  NE.i,  and  the  W.  i  of  the  SE.  4  of  Sec.  34— all  in  township  34, 
S.,  K.  9  W.,  Wichita  land  district,  Kansas. 

In  July  and  August,  1883,  your  office  canceled  the  entries  of  John- 
son, Keefer,  Traverse  and  Hayden,  upon  the  reports  of  a  special  agent 
of  your  office  and  allowed  the  eutrymen  sixty  days  within  which  to 
show  cause  why  their  entries  should  be  reinstated. 

Hayden  was  duly  notified  of  your  office  decision  canceling  his  said 
entry,  but  took  no  action  thereon,  and  your  office,  on  January  28, 1885, 
closed  his  case  and  James  E.  TaDey  was  allowed  to  make  entry  of  said 
land.  On  May  17,  1884,  your  office  ordered  a  bearing  upon  the  i^eport 
of  a  special  agent  that  Davidson's  entry  was  fraudulent  and  made  in 
the  interest  of  another. 

On  March  7,  1885,  S.  J.  Crawford,  Esq.,  entered  his  appearance  in 
your  office  in  behalf  of  the  parties  claiming  said  lands,  tiled  certain  af- 
fidavits, waived  their  right  to  a  bearing,  and  asked  that  the  several 
ca«es  be  examined  on  their  merits.  Your  office,  on  July  14,  1885,  con- 
«idered  the  several  cases  and  held  that  the  affidavits  submitted  by  the 
claimants  are  not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  proofs  of  fraud  submitted 
by  said  special  ^gent.  On  August  22,  1885,  the  attorney  for  the  claim- 
ants filed  an  appeal  from  said  decision  of  your  office,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  affidavits  submitted  on  March  7,  18&5,  show  conclusively  that 
theentrymen  complied  substantially  with  the  law  governing  the  sale  of 
Osage  lands. 
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On  September  16,  1885,  Messrs.  Hattou  and  Bugles,  attorneys  for 
said  Corrigan,  filed  in  the  local  land  office  four  separate  appeals  from 
said  decision  of  your  office,  dated  July  14,  1885,  canceling  said  entries. 
Counsel  forCorrigan  have  tiled  copy  of  an  argument  made  in  the  cases 
of  Talley  and  Talley  r.  Traverse  and  Keefer  and  Corrigan,  transferee, 
on  appeal  from  your  office  decision,  dated  December  3,  1884,  and  de- 
cided by  this  Department  on  June  3,  l$86,  (L.  &  R.,  vol.  55,  p.  408,) 
involving  the  validity  of  said  entries. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  counsel  for  the  transferee  that  said  decisions  of 
your  office  canceling  said  entries  are  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  and 
that  after  the  register  and  receiver  have  accepted  the  proofs  and  pay- 
ment, in  whole  or  in  part,  from  the  pre-emptor,  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
try are  the  only  tribunals  that  can  inquire  into  allegations  of  fraud  in 
the  procurement  of  an  entry,  and  upon  proof  caucel  the  same.  This 
question  has  been  repeatedly  adjudicated  by  this  Department,  and  must 
be  considered  as  well  settled  against  the  contention  of  the  appellant. 

It  is  clear  that  under  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  until  all  of  the  prelim- 
inary acts  required  by  law  have  been  performed  by  the  pre-emptor  he 
has  acquired  no  right  as  against  the  government.  Frisbie  v.  Whitney 
(9  Wall ,  189) ;  The  Yosemite  Valley  case  (15  Wall.,  77);  Grand  Gulf 
E.  R.  &  Banking  Co.  et  al.  v.  Bryan  (8  Smed  &  M.,  208) ;  Button  v.  Fris- 
bie (37  Oal.,  475) ;  Phelps  et  al.  v.  Kellogg  (15  111.,  135)  5  Bird  v.  Ward 
(1  Mo.,  398) ;  Perry  v.  O'Haulon  (11  Mo.,  585) ;  Lamont  v.  Stimson  (3 
Wis.,  545). 

If  there  was  any  donbt  of  the  power  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  to  cancel  the  entries  when  fraudulently  made,  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  for  a  long  time  is  very  persuasive  that  the  juris- 
diction has  been  properly  exercised.  Edwards  v.  Darby  (12  Wheaton, 
206);  Atkins  v.  Disintegrating  Co.,  18  Wall.,  272,  301);  Smytbe  v. 
Fiske  (23  Wall.,  374,  382) ;  United  States  v.  Pugh  (99  U.  S.,  L'65) ; 
United  States  v.  Moore  (95  U.  S.,  700,  703). 

It  is  further  insisted  by  the  appellant  Corrigan  that  he  is  an  innocent 
purchaser  without  notice,  and  therefore  the  cancellation  of  said  entries 
could  not  affect  his  rights.  But  this  contention  can  not  be  maintained. 
All  ]>urchasers  of  lands  after  entry  and  prior  to  the  issuance  of  patents 
are  charged  with  notice  that  said  entries  must  be  confirmed  by  your 
office,  and  if  the  entrymen  has  imposed  upon  the  register  and  receiver 
with  false  and  fraudulent  proof  and  thereby  obtained  a  cercate  of  entry, 
the  purchaser  can  acquire  no  better  title  than  tbe  vendor  possessed. 

In  the  case  of  lioot  v.  Shields  (1  Woolworth,  340),  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  Nebraska,  the  court  held  (Mr.  Justice  Miller), 
that  parties  claiming  to  be  bona  fide  purchasers  will  not  be  protected 
as  such  when  (1)  they  purchased  before  the  patent  of  the  government 
issued,  although  they  had  no  knowledge  in  fact  of  any  defect  in  their 
title,  because  they  purchased  only  an  equity.  (2)  When  the  defect 
in  the  title  arises  out  of  a  rule  of  law,  of  which  they  are  bound  to  take 
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notice,  aud  (3)  When  the  title  acquired  is  absolately  void.  See  also 
Kerr  et  al.  v.  Watts  (6  Wheaton,  160) ;  Carroll  v.  Safford  (3  How.,  461) ; 
Eandall  v.  Edert  et  al.  (7  Min.,  359) ;  Gray  et  al,  v.  Stockton  (8  Minn.^ 
472) ;  Arnold  v.  Grimes  (2  Iowa,  Greeue's  Rep.,  83) ;  3  'Jpiu.,  91  & 
666. 

In  the  case  of  Whitaker  ex  reL  v.  Southern  Paci&c  B.  B.  Go.,  decided 
July  27, 1880,  (2  C.  L.  L.,  919,)  this  Department  held  that  the  words 
^'  bona  tide  purchasers  for  a  valuable  consideration,"  found  in  section 
2262  of  the  Bevised  Statutes,  must  be  understood  as  having  been  used 
according  to  their  well  established  legal  import,  as  there  was  nothing 
in  the  statute  to  show  that  any  other  sense  was  intended ;  that  it  was 
well  settled  that  the  doctrine  of  bona  fide  purchasers  for  a  valuable  con* 
sideration  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  the  purchaser  of  an  equity ;  that 
the  doctrine  is  used  for  the  protection  of  purchasers  of  legal  or  ap- 
parently legal  titles ;  that  it  can  only  be  used  as  a  defence.  It  is  a  mere 
shield  and  not  a  weapon  of  attack  (3  Op.,  93) ;  that  in  all  cases  of  pur- 
chases of  pre-empted  lands  before  the  issuance  of  patents  therefor,  the 
rule  caveat  emptor  is  particularly  applicable  *,  and  if  the  entries  are  fraud- 
ulent or  void,  the  purchasers  acquire  nothing;  and  that  the  benefits  of 
the  doctrine  of  bona  fide  purchaser  under  said  section  2262  can  only  be 
sought  and  applied  in  the  courts.  The  following  authorities  are  cited  in 
support  of  the  conclusions:  Polk's  Lessee  r.  Wendell  (6  Wheaton,  308); 
Vattier  r.  Hinde  (7  Peters,  27):  Sampeyreac  and  Stevens  v.  United 
States  (ibid.,  241) ;  Boone  v.  Chiles  (10  Peters,  179);  Carroll  v.  Saflford 
(3  How.,  461);  Shepley  v.  Cowan  (1  Otto,  340);  Moore  v.  Bobbins  (6  Otto, 
630);  Smith  v.  Shane  et  al.  (1  McLean,  27) ;  Dupont  v.  Waterman  (10 
Cal.,  354) ;  Chew  v.  Bamet  (11  Serg.  &  B.,  Pa.,  3893) ;  Pinson  v.  Ivey 
(1  Verger,  Tenn.,  302) ;  Craig:  v.  Leeifer  et  al.  (10  Tenn.,  193);  Oakly  t?. 
Ballard  et  al.  (1  Hemstead,  476). 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  Whitaker  (supra)  has  been  uniformly  fol" 
lowed  by  this  Department.  See  cases  of  Margaret  S.  Kissack  (2  C.  L. 
L.,  421)  and  C.  P.  Cogswell  (3  L.  D.,  23),  where  the  subject  was  care- 
fully considered  by  my  predecessor.  Secretary  Teller, — and  the  case  of 
B.  M.  Chri8inger(4  L.  D.,  347),  decided  January  25,  1886. 

But  aside  from  the  foregoing,  the  power  to  cancel  an  illegal  entry  by 
this  Department  is  expressly  recognized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
May  14,  1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  wherein  it  is  provided  that  the  successful 
contestant  shall  have  the  preference  right  of  entry  of  the  tract  covered 
by  the  entry  canceled  by  his  procurement. 

The  record  shows  that  the  appellants  through  their  counsel  expressly 
waived  any  right  to  a  hearing  and  asked  your  office  to  determine  the 
rights  of  the  parties  upon  the  ex-parte  affidavits  filed  in  the  case.  The 
testimony  is  for  the  most  part  in  direct  conflict,  but  your  office  found 
that  the  affidavits  submitted  by  the  appellants  were  not  sufficient  to 
overcome  the  proof  submitted  by  the  special  agent  of  3'our  office,  tend- 
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ing  to  show  that  said  entrymen  had  never  been  actual  settlers  on  the 
tracts  claimed  by  them.  If  that  be  true,  then  the  entries  were  made  in 
fraud  of  the  law,  and  they  should  be  canceled.  United  States  r.  Wood- 
bury et  aL  (16  L.  D.,  303) ;  Brake  v.  Ballon  (19  Kansas,  397), 

In  the  cases  at  bar  the  entrymen  failed  to  make  to  make  application 
for  a  re-iustatemeut  of  their  said  entries  within  the  prescribed  time 
after  due  notice  thereof,  and  the  transferee  bases  his  defence  upon  the 
want  of  power  of  this  Department  to  cancel  said  entries. 

It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  appeal,  dated 
August  22,  1885,  insists  that  the  affidavits  submitted  by  him  in  support 
of  said  entries  show  conclusively  that  the  entrymen  complied  sub- 
stantially with  the  law  regulating  the  sale  of  said  lands.  The  proof  in 
each  case  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
this  Department  relative  to  entries  under  the  general  pre-emption  laws. 
No  question  is  raised  by  the  appellant  that  the  rules  and  regulations 
governing  such  entries  do  not  apply  to  the  entries  under  consideration. 
The  decision  appealed  from  proceeded  upon  the  theory,  which  was  sus- 
tained  by  the  decisions  of  the  Department,  that  the  entryman  under  the 
provisions  of  said  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Osage  trust  and 
Diminished  Eeserve  lands  in  Kansas,  must  show  full  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  general  pre-emption  laws.  But  in  the  case  of 
the  (Jnited  States  v.  Woodbury  et  al.  (5  L.  D.,  303),  it  was  held  by  this 
Department  that  '^  the  only  condition  prerequisite  to  an  entry  of  these 
lands  is  that  the  purchaser  shall  be  an  actual  settler  with  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  pre-emptor,"  and  the  case  of  Morgan  v.  Craig  (10  C.  L.  O., 
234),  cited  in  La  Bolt  v.  Robinson  (3  L.  D.,  490),  was  overruled. 

Since  the  decision  of  your  office  was  rendered  under  the  construction 
of  the  law  by  the  Department,  which  has  since  been  modified  as  above 
indicated,  and  the  affidavits  submitted  by  the  special  agent  are  in  con- 
flict with  those  submitted  by  the  claimants,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  as- 
certain the  exact  facts  concerning  said  entries,  it  is  deemed  advisable 
that  a  hearing  be  had  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice,  giving 
all  parties  in  interest  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  and  cross-examine  the 
witnesses  who  may  testify  against  their  interests.  To  that  end  you  will 
please  direct  the  local  land  office  to  order  such  hearing,  to  ascertain 
whether  said  entrymen  were  actual  settlers  at  the  date  of  their  respect- 
ive entries  and  were  possessed  of  the  qualifications  of  pre-emptors. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  the  testimony  submitted  with  the  opinion  of  the 
local  land  officers,  your  office  will  again  consider  the  cases.  A  special 
agent,  if  practicable,  should  be  present  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
government* 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 
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homestead  contest— practice. 
Bbannon  v.  Ubiell. 

Failure  to  sabmit  evidence,  on  dne  opportunity  offered  in  tbe  regular  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, cuts  otf  the  right  to  be  further  heard  on  the  merits. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  1,  1887. 

Cn  July  29, 1880,  LouiAa  Uriell  made  homestead  entry  for  the  N W.  J 
of  Sec.  21,  T.  104,  R.  62,  Mitchell,  Dakota.  In  February,  1882,  Edward 
Brannon  brought  contest  against  the  same  on  the  charge  of  abandon- 
ment. On  April  10,  the  day  set  for  hearing,  a  motion  for  continnance 
on  the  part  of  claimant  was  filed  and  overruled  by  the  local  officers ; 
contestant  submitted  the  testimony  of  certain  witnesses  tending  to  show 
that  claimant  had  never  established  residence  on  the  land.  Afterwards, 
on  September  20, 1883,  the  local  officers  sent  out  notice  to  the  claimant 
that  they  had  adjudged  her  entry  forfeited.  Thereupon  claimant  fi.led 
a  motion  to  set  aside  the  judgment  and  dismiss  the  contest,  setting  out 
various  irregularities  in  proceeding.  The  local  officers,  on  May  3, 1884| 
ruled  as  follows :  <^  In  order  that  no  question  may  arise  as  to  the  reg- 
ularity of  the  proceedings,  upon  motion  of  J.  K.  Doolittle,  attorney  for 
contestant,  as  well  as  upon  motion  of  said  claimant,  it  is  hereby  ordered 
that  said  contest  be  dismissed,  and  that  said  contestant  be  permitted  to 
initiate  a  new  contest  against  the  same  entry."  On  the  same  day  con- 
testant filed  a  new  affidavit  of  contest,  also  alleging  abandonment,  and 
service  of  notice  thereof  was  acknowledged  by  attorney  for  claimant. 
Hearing  was  ordered  for  July  3,  1884.  On  that  day  contestant  with 
witnesses  appeared  and  submitted  testimony  to  the  effect  that  no  one 
had  resided  on  the  traxst  in  question  from  the  date  of  entry  to  May  3, 
1884,  the  date  of  the  initiation  of  the  second  contest;  that  a  house  was 
built  on  the  tract  in  the  fall  of  1883,  but  was  uninhabited;  that  there 
was  no  cultivation  whatever,  and  that  the  land  remained  in  a  state  of 
nature.  The  case  was  then  continued  to  August  9,  and  on  that  day 
claimant  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss,  which  was  overruled.  She  wa«  then 
offered  an  opportunity  to  submit  testimony,  but  refused,  and  took  an 
exception  to  the  order  overruling  her  said  motion.  The  local  officers 
thereupon  decided  in  flEtvor  of  contestant,  and  on  appeal  your  office  by 
letter  of  July  11, 1885,  affirmed  that  decision.  Claimant's  present  appeal 
sets  up  many  grounds  of  error,  the  only  ones  requiring  any  notice  being 
as  follows :  that  the  local  office  erred  in  overruling  her  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  first  contest.  That  question  can  not  now  be  raised,  for  the  first 
contest  has  been  dismissed,  and  on  claimant's  own  motion.  She  farther 
urges  that  it  was  error  to  award  contestant  a  right  to  initiate  a  second 
contest  on  said  motion.  While  it  is  true  that  the  local  officers  have  no 
authority  to  award  such  a  privilege,  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  adverse 
right  intervened  between  the  dismissal  of  the  first  and  the  initiation  of 
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the  second  contest,  nor  that  claimant  had  in  the  meantime  complied 
with  the  law.  The  present  contestant  was  therefore  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  any  other  applicant  for  the  right  of  contest,  and  no  harm  was- 
done  claimant  by  the  order  of  the  local  office.  The  local  officers  granted 
her  motion  to  dismiss  and  of  that  rnling  she  can  not  complain.  Sho 
says  farther  that  she  was  not  present  at  tbe  hearing  on  July  3.  What- 
ever may  be  the  fact,  she  had  notice  of  the  hearing  and  shows  no  reason 
for  her  absence,  and  is  therefore  bonnd  by  the  evidence  sabmitted.  In 
any  event,  her  refusal  on  August  9,  to  submit  evidence  when  ofiered  the 
opportunity  in  the  regular  course  of  proceeding,  cut  off  her  right  to  bo 
heard  further  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  I  find  no  reason  for  disturbing 
said  decision,  and  it  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


indian  lands— allotments— s antes  sioux. 
Lewis  B.  Scott  et  al. 

Anotments  ander  the  act  of  March  3,  1863,  were  excepted  from  the  Executive  order 

opening  the  reservation  to  settlement  and  entr}'. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  1, 1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  the  appeals  of  Lewis  E.  Scott,  Ida  B.  Sunderland,. 
Gideon  Warner,  George  F.  Bolster,  Henry  Vodeger,  Bmil  Schindler, 
and  Yokert  Kozina,  from  your  decision  of  August  13,  1885,  affirming 
the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  rejecting  their  applications  to  make 
pre-emption  filings  or  homestead  or  timber-culture  entries  upon  certain 
lands  described  by  them  in  the  Niobrara  land  district,  Nebraska. 

The  ground  of  the  rejection  of  said  applications  was  that  the  tracts 
applied  for  were  formerly  within  the  limits  of  the  Santee  Sioux  Indian 
reservation,  and  in  each  case  had  been  selected  by  and  allotted  to  iiuli- 
vidaal  Indians  under  the  provisions  of  Executive  Order  aated  February 
9, 1885. 

These  appeals  are  based  substantially  on  the  ground  that  the  allot- 
ments were  not  made  under  any  existing  law  or  treaty.  The  records  of 
f  oar  office,  however,  show  that  the  land  in  question  is  within  tbe  Santee 
Sionx  Indian  reservation,  ai\d  that  the  allotments  herein  were  made 
ander  the  act  of  March  3, 1863  (12  Stat.,  819),  and  were  duly  approved 
by  the  President;  and  no  reason  is  shown  why  such  disposition  of  the 
land  was  not  in  accordance  with  said  act.    I  affirm  your  decision. 
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HOMESTEAD  ENTRY—COMMUTATION  PROOF, 

Whitcomb  V.  Boos. 

On  the  commatation  of  a  bomestead  entry  the  plea  of  poverty,  as  an  excase  for  absence 

from  the  land,  is  not  consistent  with  good  faith. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  1, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case-of  Leslie  C.  Whitcomb  v,  Ferdinand  Boos, 
involving  the  SE.  4  of  Sec.  7,  T.  Ill,  R.  63,  Huron  district,  Dakota. 

Boos  made  homestead  entry  of  the  tract  described,  August  12,  1882. 
Contest  was  initiated  January  22,  1884.  February  19, 1885,  final  proof 
was  offered ;  contestant  appeared  and  protested.  Hearing  on  the  pro- 
test and  contest  was  had  April  18,  1884—the  allegation  being  failure  to 
comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  cultivation.  The 
local  officers  held  that  claimant's  residence  and  improvements  had  been 
sufficient.  Contestant  appealed ;  but  it  appearing  that  notice  of  decis- 
ion was  given  him  September  18,  while  the  appeal  was  not  filed  in  the 
local  office  until  October  29, 1884 — forty-one  days  afterward — the  local 
office  and  your  office  rejected  the  appeal.  Your  office,  however,  refuses 
to  consider  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  final,  holding  it  to  be  "  con- 
trary to  existing  laws  and  regulations  "  (see  Bule  48  of  Practice);  and 
you  proceed  to  consider  the  case  upon  its  merits^  in  view  of  the  testi- 
mony taken  at  the  hearing. 

According  to  claimant's  own  testimony,  he  put  up  a  shanty  on  the 
land  and  first  staid  there  over  night  January  15, 1883,  and  the  next  day 
returned  to  Huron  with  the  team  he  had  hired  to  take  him  to  the  tract. 
He  kept  a  memorandum  of  the  number  of  times  he  visited  the  tract 
after  that,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  went  to  the  land  four  times  in 
February;  three  times  in  March;  five  times  in  April;  in  May  he  broke 
five  or  six  acres,  and  was  there  three  days ;  in  June  visited  the  tract 
twice ;  in  July  three  times ;  in  August  five  times ;  and  so  on.  He  says 
he  did  not  sleep  on  his  claim  every  time  he  visited  it.  One  of  his  visits 
is  thus  described  by  witness  Fink :  <-  About  the  middle  of  July  was  the 
first  time  1  saw  Boos ;  he  came  to  my  house  and  lefb  a  part  of  a  veloci- 
pede ;  he  said  he  was  going  to  his  claim ;  he  was  gone  about  two  hours 
and  came  back,  and  said  he  was  going  to  Huron." 

As  bearing  upon  claimant's  good  faith,  witness  Lincoln  testifies: 
*^  My  impression  is  that  he  did  not  put  up  his  house  till  the  last  of  Feb- 
ruary ;  because  he  came  up  to  work  on  it,  and  staid  with  me  over  night, 
and  said  his  six  months  was  up,  and  he  must  put  up  something  to  make 
a  show.^^ 

In  short,  the  testimony  is  convincing  that  claimant  did  not  make  the 
tract  his  home ;  but  that  he  made  his  home  with  his  father,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Huron,  until  he  (the  claimant)  married,  and  that  thereafter  he 
lived  with  his  wife,  on  the  claim  of  her  brother,  for  whom  she  worked. 
There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  his  wife  ever  went  near  the  tract,  from 
her  marriage  (in  October,  1883,)  till  the  hearing  (in  April,  1884). 
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It  is  uoticeable  that  one  of  claimaut's  two  final-proof  witnesses  live» 
several  miles  distant  from  his  claim ;  that  the  witnesses  against  him 
are  persons  living  nearest  to  his  claim ;  and  that  two  or  more  of  the 
persons  living  near  his  claim  were  requested  by  him  to  serve  as  wit- 
nesses on  his  offering  final  proof,  but  refused,  not  considering  that  he 
had  complied  with  the  law. 

Counsel  for  claimant  contend  that  the  decision  of  your  office  is  unjust 
and  oppressive,  in  that  claimant  is  '<  bound  down  hand  and  foot  by 
poverty,  and  the  victim  of  misfortune."  But  this  fact  would,  under  the 
circumstances,  tend  rather  than  otherwise  to  strengthen  the  suspicion 
of  bad  faith  on  his  part ;  for  if  he  really  intended  to  make  the  land  his 
home,  no  reason  appears  why  one  so  exceedingly  poor — not  only  penni- 
less, but  in  debt — should  insist  on  paying  two  hundred  dollars  for  what 
he  might  obtain  for  nothing,  and  when  he  had  yet  over  five  years  within 
which  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  order  to  do  so. 

In  view  of  the  facts  herein  set  forth,  clearly  indicating  an  attempt  to 
obtain  title  to  the  tract  in  question  without  fulfilling  in  good  faith  the 
requirements  of  the  law,  I  affirm  your  office  decision  reversing  the  action 
of  the  local  officers,  and  direct  that  Boos's  entry  be  canceled. 


PRACTICE— NOTICE  OF  APPEAL  AND  ARGUMENT, 

OOOrEE  V.  Haeeis. 

It  ie  a  valid  objection  to  the  notice  of  appeal  and  ar^nment  that  the  copies  thereof^ 
furnished  opposite  counsel,  are  not  legible. 

Permanent  absence  from  the  land  immediately  following  final  proof,  offered  in  the 
presence  of  an  adverse  claim,  and  prior  to  the  issuance  of  final  certificate,  indica- 
tive of  bad  faith. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  March  3,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  J.  C.  Cooper  r.  Edward  C.  Harris,  in- 
volving the  E.  i  of  NW.  i  of  Sec.  6,  T.  Ill  N.,  R.  65  W.,  Huron,  Dakota, 
on  appeal  by  Harris  from  your  decision  of  March  31, 1886,  holding  his 
filing  for  cancellation  and  awarding  the  land  to  Cooper. 

The  material  facts  in  the  case  are  substantially  as  follows:  Harris 
filed  his  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  March  9, 1882,  for  the  NW.  J 
of  said  section,  alleging  settlement  February  23, 1882.  March  15, 1882, 
said  filing  was  canceled  upon  relinquishment  as  to  the  W.  ^  of  the  tract, 
and  left  intact  as  to  the  E.  ^. 

July  24,  1882,  Cooper  tiled  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  said 
E.  iy  with  allegation  of  settlement  July  19,  1882. 

Harris,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1882,  offered  his  pre-emption  final 
proof  on  the  tract  in  question,  and  Cooper  filed  a  protest  against  the 
allowance  of  the  same,  setting  forth  that  Harris  had  not  made  settle- 
ment and  residence  in  good  faith.  On  said  protest  a  hearing  was 
ordered. 
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January  16, 1884,  your  office  rejected  said  final  proof  as  nnsatisfactory 
in  regard  to  residence,  but  as  his  time  for  making  proof  had  not  ex- 
pired Harris  was  given  an  opportunity  to  present  new  proof.  From 
that  action  he  appealed,  and  on  the  3l8t  of  October,  1884,  the  Depart- 
ment affirmed  your  said  office  decision  of  January  16,  1884. 

In  the  meantime,  Harris  went  with  his  family  upon  the  tract,  and 
on  November  3,  1884,  again  offered  final  proof,  and  protest  was  again 
filed  by  Cooper,  charging  (I)  that  Harris  had  failed  to  make  any 
settlement  or  commence  any  improvements  upon  said  tract  prior  to 
filing  his  declaratory  statement  therefor;  (2)  that  said  declaratory  state- 
ment was  not  made  in  good  faith  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  but  for 
speculative  purposes,  he  being  in  collusion  with  certain  parties  named 
in  the  protest  as  at  that  time  connected  with  the  D.  0.  Railway  Com- 
pany, in  the  employ  of  which  Harris  was  a  train  dispatcher;  (3)  that 
said  Harris  had  foiled  to  reside  upon,  inhabit  and  improve  said  laud  as 
required  by  the  pre-emption  law;  and  (4)  that  he  was  maintaining  a 
€laim  to  said  tract  under  proof  previously  offered  and  then  pending 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Harris  did  not  await  the  promulgation  of  the 
decision  on  his  appeal  to  the  Department  before  making  his  second  offer 
of  final  proof. 

Said  decision  allowing  him  fjo  make  new  final  proof  was  rendered  Octo- 
ber 31, 1884.  His  final  proof  was  ofiered  November  3, 1884,  after  due 
uotice  by  publication.  In  connection  therewith  he  made  a  special  affi- 
davit, from  which  it  appears  that  he  first  went  on  to  the  tract  with  his 
family  in  March,  1884.  On  the  24th  of  the  same  month  (November, 
1884)  Cooper  offered  final  proof  under  his  filing  for  the  same  land.  Har- 
iris filed  protest,  alleging  prior  settlement,  and  that  Cooper  had  notset- 
4;led  upon,  inhabited  or  improved  said  tract  as  required  by  law. 

Hearing  was  ordered,  and  on  the  day  set  (February  3, 1885)  a  motion 
-was  made  in  behalf  of  Harris  that  so  much  of  Cooper's  protest  as  is 
not  limited  strictly  to  a  denial  of  his  (Harris's)  residence  as  stated  in 
the  new  proof,  submitted  by  said  Harris  November  3, 1884,  be  dismissed. 

Upon  this  motion  the  register  and  receiver  ruled  that  aiiy  further  ex- 
amination of  witnesses  be  confined  to  the  allegations  as  to  residence. 

The  hearing  then  proceeded,  and  several  witnesses  in  behalf  of  Cooper 
as  protestant  were  examined.  Harris  offered  no  testimony,  and  de- 
clined to  place  any  witnesses  upon  the  stand.  He  elected  to  rest  the 
case  and  stand  on  his  final  proof.  Cooper  was  thus  deprived  of  an  op- 
portunity to  cross-examine  Harris  or  his  witnesses  on  final  proof. 

The  local  office  ruled  in  favor  of  Harris,  from  which  action  Cooper  ap- 
pealed to  your  office,  which  reversed  the  action  below  and  held  the 
filing  of  Harris  for  cancellation. 

From  that  decision  appeal  is  now  before  me.  Objection  is  made 
thereto  by  counsel  for  Cooper  on  the  ground  that  the  copy  thereof 
served  upon  them  is  not  legible.    Said  copy  is  here  in  the  case,  having 
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been  forwarded  with  reqacHt  that  proceedings  be  sts^ed,  and  that  ap- 
pellant be  required  to  serve  npon  them  a  legible  copy  of  said  appeal 
and  argument. 

Had  said  motion  been  made  promptly  upon  receipt  of  said  copy  by 
connsel  for  Oooper,  I  think  I  should  have  favorably  considered  their 
I>etition,  for  upon  inspection  of  the  copy  complained  of  I  find  it  impos- 
sible to  read  it  as  a  whole,  and  it  is  with  difficulty  that  eveu  the  more 
important  portions  thereof  can  be  deciphered.  However,  as  by  close 
scrutiny  and  patient  examinatioo  enough  of  it  can  be  read  to  disclose 
the  fact  that  it  is  an  appeal  from  your  decision  now  under  consideration, 
and  substantially  what  the  grounds  of  appeal  are,  I  have  concluded, 
since  counsel  waited  several  weeks  before  preseuting  their  objections, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  further  delay,  to  consider  and  dispose  of  the 
case  on  the  record  as  presented. 

The  e\ndence  clearly  shows  that  Harris  did  not  establish  an  actual 
residence  upon  the  tract  prior  to  March,  1884,  when  as  he  himself  states 
he  moved  on  to  the  tract  with  his  family.  At  that  date,  however, 
Cooper  was  residing  upon  the  land  and  was  claiming  it.  He  continued 
his  residence  on  the  land  and  was  there  at  the  date  of  the  hearing, 
February  3, 1885,  after  both  had  offered  their  final  proof. 

While  Harris  took  his  family  upon  the  tract  in  March,  1881,  and  they 
remained  there,  as  far  as  the  record  shows,  until  he  offered  his  proof  in 
November,  1884,  they  and  he  then  left  the  land,  and  he  has  not  since 
inhabited  the  tract.  He  thus  terminated  what  he  claimed  was  resi- 
dence, although  his  proofs  were  objected  to  and  final  certificate  thereon 
did  not  issue.  The  case  is  still  a  pending  one  on  his  final  proof.  Not- 
withstanding this,  it  appears  he  has  not  only  left  the  land,  but  has 
gone  to  a  distant  State  and  is  there  residing.  He  was  not  even  in  the 
Territory  at  the  date  of  the  hearing.  These  facts  are  not  consistent 
with  the  theory  of  good  faith  under  his  filing. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  I  find 
nothing  in  the  case  which  calls  for  a  disturbance  of  the  conclusion  ar- 
rived at  by  you,  and  your  decision  is  affirmed. 


BELIKQllSBMENT ;  PRACTICE^APPEAL, 
Bradway  t?.  DOWD. 

On  the  ))re8entatioD  of  the  eutryman's  reTioquisbmeat  accompauied  by  his  applica- 
tion to  enter  thts  land  under  a  different  law,  the  existing  entry  should  be  at  once 
canceled  and  the  application  allowed  subject  to  any  intervening  adverse  right. 

The  appellant  does  not  waive  the  right  to  prosecute  his  pending  appeal  by  the  iusti- 
tntion  of  a  second  contest  on  new  ground  of  action. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  3, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  John  H.  Bradway  from  the  decision 
of  your  office,  dated  April  17, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  timber 
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culture  entry,  made  October  1,  1884,  at  Fargo,  Dakota  Territory,  for 
the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  18,  T.  140  N.,  E.  63  W. 

It  appears  that  on  February  5, 1878,  Patrick  Dowd  made  timber  calt- 
ure  entry  of  said  tract,  and  contest  was  filed  against  the  same  on  June 

12. 1883,  by  Robert  Hayes,  alleging  failure  to  plow  and  plant  according 
to  law.  Hearing  was  set  for  August  2,  1883.  At  that  time  the  cause 
was  continued  until  November  14, 1883,  on  application  of  the  plaintiff. 
On  November  1, 1883,  a  stipulation  was  filed,  signed  by  the  attorneys 
of  both  parties,  withdrawing  and  dismissing  said  contest.  At  the  same 
time  was  presented  the  relinquishment  of  said  entry  by  Dowd,  and  an 
application  by  him  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  homestead  laws.  The 
register  and  receiver  seem  not  to  have  acted  upon  any  of  these  papers 
at  the  time  of  their  presentation.  Bat  those  officers  state  that  ^<  on  the 
adjourned  day  of  this  case  (November  12)  neither  party  appeared  and 
the  case  was  dismissed" ;  and  on  the  same  day  '^  John  H.  Brad  way  filed 
contest  against  this  claim,  and  deposited  fees  and  application  to  enter 
subject  to  the  final  disposition  of  this  case." 

On  December  21,  1883,  the  register  and  receiver  transmitted  the 
papers  to  your  office,  reporting  that  in  their  opinion  the  transaction 
between  Hayes  and  Dowd  was  a  corrupt  one,  and  that  it  was  a  clear 
case  of  ^^ buying  off"  a  contest,  and  that  it  was  the  second  time  Dowd 
had  bought  off  a  similar  contest.  They  therefore  recommended  that 
Hayes  be  held  to  have  forfeited  all  further  rights  under  the  timber 
culture  laws ;  that  the  relinquishment  of  Dowd  be  accepted  and  his 
timber  culture  entry  be  canceled,  and  the  land  declared  open  to  entry 
by  the  first  legal  applicant ;  and  that  said  relinquishment  having  been 
presented  prior  to  the  contest  of  Bradway,  the  latter  can  not  gain  any 
priority  by  virtue  thereof. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  appeal  to  your  office  from  these  findings 
and  recommendations  of  the  register  and  receiver,  but  on  September 

15. 1884,  said  case  was  acted  upon  by  your  office,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  local  officers  not  approved.  It  was  held  that  the  contest 
of  Hayes  ought  to  have  been  dismissed,  the  relinquishment  of  Dowd 
received  on  presentation,  his  timber  culture  entry  canceled  forthwith, 
his  homestead  entry  allowed,  and  the  action  dismissing  the  Hayes  con- 
test was  approved;  and  instructions  were  issued  in  accordance  to  the 
local  officers.    From  this  decision  of  your  office  no  appeal  was  taken. 

It  does  not  appear  from  anything  in  the  record  on  what  day  the  letter 
containing  these  instructions  was  received  at  the  local  office.  But  it  is 
inferred  it  was  received  and  the  instructions,  as  to  cancellation  of  said 
timber  culture  entry  of  Dowd,  carried  out,  on  or  shortly  before  Septem- 
ber 30,  1884,  because,  on  October  1, 1884,  at  9  A.  M.,  Bradway  was  al- 
lowed to  make  timber  culture  entry  of  said  tract,  ^'  subject  to  the  rights 
of  Patrick  Dowd  (see  Commissioner,  '  0  \  September  15,  1884)."  On 
the  same  day,  at  3  P.  M.,  Dowd  made  homestead  entry  as  allowed  by 
the  Commissioner's  letter.    On  April  17, 1885,  the  said  timber  culture 
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entry  of  Bradway  was  held  for  cancellation  by  your  ofiSice,  and  it  is  the 
appeal  of  Brad  way  from  that  action  which  is  now  before  me. 

When  Dowd's  relinquishment  of  his  timber  culture  entry  was  pre- 
sented at  the  Fargo  office  on  November  1,  1884,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
local  officers  to  have  received  it  and  forthwith  have  canceled  the  entry ; 
and  the  application  of  Dowd  to  make  homestead  entry  presented  with 
the  relinquishment  should  have  been  received  and  recorded  then  and 
there.  Mitchell  v.  Robinson  (3  L.  D.,  546) ;  Tilton  v.  Price  (4  L.  D., 
123) ;  Cleveland  v.  Banes  (ib.,  534). 

Ordinarily  such  entry  would  be  subject  to  the  preferred  right  of  the 
contestant }  but  in  this  case  the  withdrawal  of  his  contest  by  Hayes, 
presented  at  the  same  time,  was  a  waiver  of  such  preferred  right;  and 
at  the  time  of  the  presentation  of  Dowd's  homestead-  entry  on  I^ovem- 
ber  1, 1883,  the  land  was  open  to  entry,  and  there  was  no  claim  set  up 
to  the  same  by  any  one. 

Dowd  thus  clearly  having  the  first  right  to  enter  said  tract,  your  office 
acted  properly  w.hen  on  April  17,  1>SV  n  hold  for  cancellation  the 
timber  culture  entry  of  Brad  way,  m  ido  0^t«K>v.*r  1,  1884.  I  therefore 
affirm  your  judgment  in  the  premises. 

It  appears  that  since  the  above  appeal  was  taken,  and  on  October  15, 
1885^  the  said  Bradway  initiated  a  contest  against  the  said  homestead 
entry  of  Dowd  alleging  abandonment  and  failure  to  establish  residence. 
A  hearing  was  had  before  the  local  officers,  who  were  of  opinion  that 
contestant  fully  substantiated  the  charges,  and  recommended  the  can- 
cellation of  said  entry.  From  this  action  Dowd  appealed,  and  without 
action  thereon  you  have  transmitted  the  papers  in  said  case  to  this  De- 
partment. 

The  appeal  of  Bradway,  which  I  have  been  considering,  insisted  upon 
his  right  to  enter  the  tract  in  question,  as  superior  to  that  of  Dowd. 
The  contest  since  instituted  involves  no  question  as  to  the  prior  right 
of  entry,  but,  conceding  the  legal  and  actual  existence  of  said  entry, 
seeks  its  cancellation  because  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  the  entryman, 
to  comply  with  the  law  as  to  residence.  The  contest  is  thus  based  upon 
a  separate  and  distinctive  cause  of  action,  arising  long  subsequent  to 
the  tirst  claim  of  Bradway.  This  being  so,  the  case  does  not  come 
within  the  rule  as  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Holdridge  v,  Clark  (4  L.  D., 
382),  and  other  similar  cases,  which  hold  that  the  right  of  appeal  from 
an  a4l verse  decision  is  waived  by  the  initiation  of  a  second  contest* 
Therefore  I  have  considered  and  disposed  of  the  appeal  of  Bradway 
from  the  cancellation  of  his  entry  and  not  dismissed  it  because  of  his 
subsequent  contest. 

However  the  register  and  receiver  erred  in  ordering  a  hearing  and 
taking  testimony  in  said  contest,  pending  the  appeal  of  Bradway,  but 
should  have  held  the  contest  to  await  the  disposition  of  the  pending 
cause. 
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I  retaru  to  you  the  papers  in  said  contest  ibr  yoar  action  tiiereou. 
Should  the  record  disclose  that  the  defendant  therein  appeared  and 
participated  in  the  proceedings  without  raising  any  objection  to  their 
irregularity,  because  of  the  pendency  of  said  appeal  of  Bradway,  the 
irregularity  of  said  proceedings,  in  that  respect,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  waived  by  him,  and  the  case  passed  upon  by  you  as  though  said 
irregularity  had  not  existed. 


PBEEMPTIOX— HEIRS— ADMINISTRA  TOR. 

Foster  v.  Smith  et  al. 

On  the  death  of  a  pre-emptor  his  heirs  may  complete  the  entry  at  any  time  within 

the  period  allowed  the  pre-emptor. 
The  administrator  is  likewise  authorized  to  make  such  entry  from  the  date  of  his 

official  qualification. 
The  intervention  of  an  adverse  claim  cuts  off  the  right  of  an  administrator  who  after 

notice  of  snch  right,  fails  to  take  action  within  the  proper  period. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  March  3, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  George  M.  Foster  v.  John  T.  Smith, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Preiss,  deceased,  on  appeal  by 
Foster  from  your  office  decision  of  May  31,  1884,  holding  for  cancella- 
tion his  homestead  entry  and  allowing  an  entry  for  the  heirs  of  Preiss. 
The  tract  involved  embraces  the  S.  J  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  N.  J  of  the 
SE.  J  Sec.  30,  T.  26,  E.  9  W.,  Niobrara  land  district,  Nebraska. 

From  the  I'ecord,  it  appears  that  Joseph  Preiss,  an  unmarried  man, 
filed  his  declaratory  statement  on  March  23,  alleging  settlement  March 
17,  1880;  that  he  built  a  one-story  house  ten  by  twelve  feet;  dug  a 
well;  broke  fifteen  acres,  perhaps  partially  cultivated  the  same,  and 
resided  on  the  tract  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  June  25, 1882.  That 
prior  to  his  death,  Preiss  was  engaged  in  a  contest  concerning  this  land, 
with  one  Elder;  that  your  office  rendered  a  decision  in  that  case  od 
September  19,  1882,  canceling  the  entry  of  Elder,  and  authorizing  an 
entry  by  Preiss  (on  payment  of  the  purchase  money)  upon  proof  ten- 
dered  at  the  trial,  notice  of  which  decision  was  duly  sent  out;  that  on 
August  25, 1882,  Smith  was  appointed  administrator,  but  did  not  learn 
of  the  rights  of  Preiss  in  the  premises  until  December  loth  following. 

The  record  further  shows  that  Poster,  a  married  man,  having  a  famil}', 
on  August  3, 1883,  applied  to  enter  the  tract  under  the  homestead  law; 
that  his  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for  the  reason  that 
"the  land  applied  for  is  embraced  in  the  declaratory  statement  filing  of 
Joseph  Preiss,  his  final  proof  of  which  was  accepted  by  the  Honorable 
Commissioner  September  19,  1882."  From  this  decision  Foster  ap- 
pealed, alleging  that  the  rights  of  Preiss,  if  any,  had  expired.  On  that 
appeal  your  predecessor  on  October  15, 1883,  held : 

"The  failure  of  the  pre  emptor  to  complete  his  entry  by  making  pay- 
ment within  a  reasonable  time  after  your  notice  amounted  to  an  aban- 
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donment  or  waiver  of  his  right  to  enter  upon  the  proof  presented  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1882,  and  the  land  was  subject  to  entry  at  the  date  of  Foster's 
application,  which  you  will  allow.  The  right  of  the  administrator  to 
make  proof  at  this  time  cannot  be  determined  as  the  case  now  stands. 
Should  he  desire  to  test  the  question,  he  should  apply  to  make  proof 
and  payment  after  due  publication  of  notice  of  intention  to  do  so." 

Accordingly  on  November  20, 1883,  Foster,  with  his  family,  settled 
upon  the  tract;  built  a  comfortable  residence  twelve  by  thirty  feet;  a 
frame  barn ;  cow  stable ;  shed ;  corral ;  enclosed  a  hog  lot,  and  culti- 
vated forty  acres  in  oats,  potatoes  and  garden  produce,  valued  in  all  at 
about  (600.00,  and  has  continued  to  live  thereon.  On  March  3,  1884^ 
be  made  homestead  entry. 

About  one  month  after  Foster's  application  to  enter,  to  wit,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883,  the  administrator  forwarded  to  the  local  office  his  admin- 
istration papers,  together  with  (200.00,  as  payment  for  the  land,  which 
were  returned  to  him,  because  the  final  proof  made  by  Preiss,  now  de- 
ceased, has  been  rejected.  The  administrator,  afterwards,  on  March 
19, 1884,  made  supplemental  proof,  to  which  Foster  filed  prot438t.  i^oster 
also  offered  commutation  proof  on  November  10, 1884,  which  was  rejected 
and  he  appealed. 

On  this  state  of  facts  your  office  finds  that  ^<  Smith  appears  to  have 
used  due  diligence  in  attempting  to  complete  the  claim  of  said  pre- 
emptor." 

Section  two  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1843,  provides  '^  That  in  any  case 
where  a  party  entitled  to  claim  the  benefits  of  any  of  the  preemptioo 
laws  shall  have  died  before  consummating  his  claim  by  filing  in  due 
time  all  the  papers  essential  to  the  establishment  of  the  same,  it  shall 
be  competent  for  the  executor  or  administrator  of  the  estate  of  such 
party,  or  one  of  the  heirs,  to  file  the  necessary  papers  to  complete  the 
same."  The  circular  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  May  8, 1843,  referring^ 
to  said  section,  says : 

<*  The  second  section  provides  for  the  rights  of  parties  who  shall  have 
died  before  consummating  their  claims  by  the  filing  in  due  time  of  all 
the  papers  essential  to  establish  the  same.  Under  it  you  are  authorized^ 
if  proof  of  such  right  shall  be  filed  and  payment  thereof  be  made  by  the 
executor  or  administrator  or  one  of  the  heirs,  during  th^  period  prescribed 
by  the  law  upon  which  the  claim  is  founded,  to  permit  the  entry  in  the 
name  of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  claimant."    (1  Lester,  370.) 

These  instructions  have  been  followed  to  the  present  time.  The  ex- 
isting regulations  provide  that — 

<*The  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased  pre-emptor  are  entitled  to 
make  the  entry  at  any  time  within  the  period  during  which  the  pre- 
emptor  would  have  been  entitled  to  do  so  had  he  lived."  (Gen.  Cir.,  p. 
9.) 

The  pre-emption  law  requires  that  a  settler  on  land  not  yet  proclaimed 
for  sale  shall  make  the  proper  proof  and  payment  within  thirty-three 
mouths  from  date  of  settlement.    In  case  of  failure  so  to  do,  the  tract 
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of  land  will  be  awarded  to  the  next  qualified  claimant  in  order  of  time 
who  has  complied  with  the  law. 

At  the  date  of  claimant's  death  twenty-seven  months  and  eight  days 
of  that  period  had  expired.  It  is  clear  that  under  the  existing  regula- 
tions as  above  quoted  the  heirs  might  have  made  the  entry  at  any  time, 
and  the  administrator  was  competent  to  do  the  same  at  any  time  after 
he  qualified.  Whether,  under  those  regulations,  time  ceased  to  run 
against  the  estate,  from  the  death  to  the  date  of  the  qualification  of  the 
administrator,  is  not  necessary  in  this  case  to  determine.  In  any  event 
the  time  would  again  run  from  the  date  when  the  administrator  got 
actual  notice  of  decedent's  claim,  to  wit,  on  December  15,  1882.  Treat- 
ing that  date,  for  the  purposes  of  this  case,  as  the  point  from  which 
time  again  commenced  to  run  against  the  estate,  the  administrator  then 
had  five  mouths  and  twenty-two  days  within  which  to  make  payment 
for  the  land,  and  that  period  expired  in  June,  1883.  Payment  was  not 
ofl^iered  until  September  following,  and  in  the  meantime  a  valid  adverse 
claim  had  attached.  The  right  of  purchase  under  the  law  was  therefore 
terminated. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  decision  of  your  office  holding  for 
cancellation  the  entry  of  Foster  was  erroneous,  and  it  is  accordingly 
reversed.  The  final  proof  of  Foster  will  be  examined,  and  if  found  to 
comply  in  all  respects  with  the  law  will  be  received. 


PRACTICE—NOTICE  BY  PUBLICATION, 

Pankonin  V,  Crook. 

Service  by  publication  of  notice  is  authorized  on  due  showing  that  personal  service 
cannot  be  made. 

A  non-resident  will  not  be  heard  to  say  that  due  diligence  was  not  used  to  secure  per- 
sonal service. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  3,  1887. 

On  February  28, 1884,  Thomas  A.  Crook  made  timber  culture  eutry 
for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  26,  T.  12  N.,  R.  39  W.,  North  Platte,  Nebraska. 
On  March  3, 18^^5,  Carl  L.  Pankonin  initiated  contest  against  the  same, 
alleging  that  claimant  ^^  has  failed  to  break  or  cause  to  be  broken  five 
acres  of  said  tract  within  the  first  year  from  the  date  of  said  entry, 
and  has  failed  up  to  the  present  time  to  improve  in  any  way."  The 
record  futher  shows  that  notice  issued  fixing  the  hearing  befoi*e  a  notary 
public  at  <Jgalalla  on  May  1, 1885,  and  the  final  hearing  at  the  local 
land  office  on  May  5.  On  the  latter  date  neither  party  appeared,  and 
the  case  was  dismissed.  Contestant  appealed,  and  on  his  showing  that 
the  local  officers  had  failed  to  issue  a  commission  to  said  notarv.  your 
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office,  by  letter  of  June  16, 1885,  re-instated  the  case,  and  remanded 
it  ^'  for  farther  proceedings  upon  due  notice."  A  commission  was  issued 
authorizing  the  aforesaid  notary  to  take  the  testimony  on  August  10, 
1885,  and  fixing  August  17  as  the  day  of  trial  at  the  local  office.  Notice 
by  publication  was  then  given.  Testimony  was  regularly  taken  on  the 
day  appointed,  and  showed  that  claimant  had  altogether  failed  to  break 
any  of  said  tract  up  to  March  2, 1885,  but  that  ten  acres  were  broken, 
after  initiation  of  contest,  on  or  about  April  7, 1885.  The  local  officers 
decided  in  favor  of  contestant,  claimant  failing  to  appear.  On  Sep- 
tember 5,  1885,  claimant  filed  in  the  local  office  certain  <*  objections  to 
the  jurisdiction,"  setting  forth:  ^'(1)  No  service  of  notice  of  said  con- 
test has  ever  been  had  upon  claimant.  (2)  No  affidavit  for  service  by 
publication  has  ever  been  filed  as  a  basis  for  constructive  notice  as  re- 
quired by  law."  It  was  further  stated  on  oath  that  claimant  resides  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  that  he  received  no  notice  directly  or  indirectly  of 
the  contest  until  after  said  hearing  was  had,  and  then  ''by  accident," 
and  that  he  has  a  good  and  valid  defense. 

The  manner  of  the  service  of  the  first  notice  is  n<»t  nppsufnt  fmm 
the  record,  but  is  not  material  in  this  case.  An  affiihi\  it  by  contestant, 
dated  March  3,  1885,  contains  the  following  allegations:  ''That  he  has 
made  diligent  inquiry  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land  in  dispute,  and 
among  those  who  would  be  most  likely  to  know  of  the  whereabouts  of 
the  claimant,  and  has  not  been  able  to  find  his  address,  or  place  of  resi- 
dence; that  he  believes  said  claimant  is  not  a  resident  of  said  State, 
and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  had  on  him  in  said  State." 
This  affidavit  was  forwarded  with  the  register's  letter  of  May  29,  1885, 
and  it  is  presumed  was  filed  on  or  about  the  day  of  its  date,  although 
h  bears  no  file  marks.  This  affidavit  seems  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  rule  of  practice  No.  11,  that  "Notice  may  be  given  by  publi- 
cation alone,  only  when  it  is  shown  by  affidavit  of  the  contestant,  and 
by  such  other  evidence  as  the  register  and  receiver  may  require,  that 
due  diligence  has  been  used  and  that  personal  service  can  not  be  made," 
and  forms  a  good  basis  for  service  by  publication,  as  claimant  now 
admits  that  he  was  not  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  he  can  not 
be  heard  to  say  that  contestant  has  not  used  due  diligence  in  attempt- 
ing to  secure  personal  service.  Eule  9  provides  that  "  Personal  service 
shall  be  made  in  all  cases  when  possible,  if  the  party  to  be  served  is 
resident  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  land  is  situated." 

I  am  of  opinion  that  claimant  was  properly  served  under  the  rules 
and  is  therefore  bound  by  the  allegations  in  evidence.  The  deirision  of 
your  office,  dated  October  16,  1885,  is  for  the  reasons  herein  expressed 
affirmed. 


458  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LilNDS. 

fikal  proof— clerks  of  court  in  dakota, 

Clark  S.  Kowe. 

Clerks  of  court  in  Dakota,  elected  auder  the  act  of  March  7,  1iS83,  Id  connties  where 
no  conrt  is  held,  are  officers  authorized  to  take  final  proof  in  homestead  and  pre- 
emption cases. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  io  tlie  Attorney-General^  ^^arch  4,  18S7. 

I  have  the  honor  of  trauamitting  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Gommis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  August  5, 1886,  enclosing  one  from 
the  United  States  district  attorney  for  Dakota  to  Clark  S.  Eowe  of  July 
15, 1886,  also  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Office 
of  January  20,  1887,  enclosing  letter  of  Begister  John  A.  Kea  of  Jan- 
uary 15,  1887.  These  letters  have  reference  to  the  authority  of  clerks 
of  the  court  in  counties  in  Dakota,  where  no  court  is  held,  to  take  final 
proof  in  homestead  and  pre-emption  cases. 

This  question  was  considered  by  Secretary  Teller  in  a  letter  to  Com- 
missioner McFarland  of  March  31, 1884  (2  L.  D.,  2(HI),  in  which  he  held 
that  clerks  appointed  under  section  I,  chapter  XIV,  of  the  code  of 
Dakota  (page  340),  "are  officers  before  whom  proof  may  properly  be 
made,  as  provided  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1877  (10  Stat., 
403),  and  the  act  of  June  9,  1880  (21  Stat.,  69). 

The  section  of  the  code  of  Dakota  above  referried  to  provides: 

"The  judges  of  the  district  courts  respectively  shall  have  the  power 
to  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  each  of  the  counties  of  his 
district,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  district  and  a  qualified  voter 
thereof,  who  shall  procure  and  keep  a  seal  of  the  court  for  that  county, 
and  when  courts  are  appointed  therein  shall  perform  all  duties  pertaining 
to  that  office,  and  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  county  seat  of  his  county." 

The  code  of  Dakota  provides  for  subdivision  of  judicial  districts  and 
the  holding  of  a  district  court  therein  at  the  county  seat  of  one  of  the 
connties  composing  said  judicial  district.  At  the  time  the  section 
above  referred  to  was  in  force,  some  of  the  subdivisions  consisted  of  an 
many  as  fifteen  counties. 

Secretarj'  Teller  construed  this  section  as  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  each  county  of  the  district,  who 
was  required  to  perform  certain  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  and 
authorized  to  exercise  certain  functions  by  virtue  of  his  office,  and  that 
when  a  court  is  appointed  to  be  held  in  the  county  for  which  said  clerk 
is  appointed,  he  shall  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office,  that  is,  as 
custodian  of  the  records  and  the  duties  of  the  office  in  connection  with 
the  trial  of  cases  in  court. 

The  decision  referred  to  by  the  district  attorney,  that  a  clerk  of  court 
in  counties  where  no  court  is  appointed  to  be  held  is  not  a  clerk  of  a 
court  of  record  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  regulating  declarations 
of  intention  for  naturalization,  does  not  in  my  opinion  confiict  with  the 
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decision  of  Secretary  Teller,  because  sach  declaration  is  a  matter  of 
record,  and  the  law  contemplates  that  it  must  be  made  before  an  officer 
charged  with  the  duty  of  recording  it  and  having  charge  of  the  records 
of  a  court,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  clerks  of  the  district  courts  of 
counties  in  which  no  courts  are  held  can  not  perform  other  acts  and 
duties  by  virtue  of  their  appointment,  and  especially  to  administer 
oaths,  because  the  first  section,  chapter  20,  of  the  Revised  Code,  declar- 
ing what  officers  are  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  embraces  ^'Clerks 
of  the  supreme  and  district  courts  and  their  deputies,  within  their  re- 
spective counties.'' 

I  therefore  concur  in  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor  that  final  proof 
in  homestead  cases  may  be  made  before  clerks  appointed  under  section 
1,  chapter  XIV  code  of  Dakota. 

It  appears,  however,  that  this  chapter  was  repealed  March  7,  LSS^, 
and  in  lieu  of  it  the  law  provides  that — 

'^  There  shall  be  elected  at  the  same  time  as  provided  in  this  act  for 
the  election  of  district  attorneys  for  each  organized  county,  in  this  terri- 
tory, a  clerk  of  the  district  court,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the  county 
for  which  he  is  elected  and  a  qualified  voter  thereof,  and  shall  possess 
the  necessary  qnalifications  for  holding  office,  as  provided  in  section  47, 
chapter  XXVII,  of  the  Political  Code.'' 

Section  2  then  provides — 

''Said  clerks  of  the  district  court  shall  qualify  within  ten  days  after 
receiving  their  certificate  of  election,  and  immediately  after  qualifying 
shall  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  offices." 

The  only  change  made  by  the  act  of  March  7, 1883,  seems  to  be  in 
providing  for  the  election  instead  of  appointment  of  said  clerks  by  the 
judge  of  the  district  court. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  said  clerks  are  officers  before  whom 
final  proof  may  be  made,  as  provided  by  acts  of  Congress  of  March  3, 
1877,  and  the  act  of  June  9, 1880. 


railroad  grant— terminal  limit, 
Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.* 

By  the  tenns  of  this  grant  the  road  was  divided  for  the  purposes  of  boundary'  and 

patent  into  sections  of  twenty-five  miles. 
The  line  fixing  the  terminal  limit  of  the  grant  should  be  run  at  right  angles  to  the 

general  course  of  the  last  section. 

AsHistant  Secretary  Jenks  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior^  Auguat  13, 1885. 

In  conformity  to  your  request  that  I  should  investigate  the  legjil 
principles  involved  in  the  matter  of  the  terminal  limit  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  at  Wallnla,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  by  its  attorney, 
from  an  order  of  Commissioner  Sparks  of  the  Land  Office,  dated  the 

*  Omitted  from  Vol.  IV. 
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lltb  day  of  April,  1885  (3  L.  D.  478)*  by  wbich  an  order  made  by  Act- 
ing Commissioner  Harrison,  of  the  20th  day  of  March,  1885,  changing 
the  terminal  limit  of  the  land  grant  to  the  railroad  on  the  east  side  of 
the  line  of  the  road,  was  revoked.  The  change  would  include  in  the 
grant  about  ninety-seven  thousand  acres  of  land  south  of  the  present 
and  former  limit. 

The  principal  error  assigned  on  the  appeal  is: — 

''The  Commissioner  erred  in  not  directing  that  the  terminal  limits 
should  be  in  a  line  at  right  angles  to  the  general  course  and  direction 
of  the  road,  or,  the  general  course  and  direction  of  the  road  between 
Wallula  Junction  and  Spokane  Falls  in  Washington  Territory,  the 
latter  being  the  nearest  point  at  which  terminal  limits  have  been  pre- 
viously adjusted.^' 

This  is  an  appeal,  not  from  an  order  fixing  the  terminal  limit,  but 
from  an  order  revoking  an  unexecuted  order,  by  which  a  former  order 
fixing  the  limit  was  changed,  and  a  new  limit  fixed.  If  the  new  limit 
be  wrong,  then  the  order  of  revocation  should  be  sustained. 

Considered  first  only  in  the  light  of  the  Congressional  grant,  the  ques- 
tion to  be  decided  would  be:  Where  is  the  terminal  limit  of  the  grant 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  at  the  South- 
western terminus  as  now  established  by  the  railroad  company  at  Wal- 
lula, in  Washington  Territory. 

If  it  be  conceded  that  the  railroad  may  lawfully  stop  at  that  point— 
which  will  neither  be  discussed,  nor  decided — then,  one  point  in  the 
terminal  line  is  fixed  at  the  terminus  of  the  road. 

The  inquiry  then  becomes  a  question  of  boundary,  with  one  point  in 
that  boundary  fixed.  As  the  two  side  lines,  or  lateral  limits  are  fixed 
by  the  grant  and  the  middle  point  of  the  end  line  fixed,  the  only  remain- 
ing point  to  be  determined  is :  What  is  or  should  be  the  course  of  the 
end  or  terminal  line.  If  the  course  of  the  end  line  has  been  already 
established,  the  investigation  is  then  narrowed  to  the  solution  of  the 
question  as  to  where  the  line  has  been  fixed. 

If  it  has  not  been  already  fixed  by  the  action  of  the  government  by  its 
authorized  officers,  and  the  railroad  company,  by  the  action  or  assent 
of  its  authorized  agents,  it  would  then  devolve  upon  the  government  to 
decide  where  it  should  be  established  by  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

The  material  parts  of  the  grant  are  the  following  provisions  of  the 
third  section  act  of  the  2d  day  of  July,  1864  (13  Stat.,  367). 

'*  There  is  granted  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 

every  alternate  section  of  public  laud,  not  mineral,  designated  by  odd 
numbers  to  the  amount  of  twenty  alternate  sections  per  mile,  on  each 
side  of  said  railroad  line,  as  said  company  may  adopt,  through  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States whenever  on  the  line  thereof 

the  United  States  have  full  title,  not  reserved,  sold,  granted  or  other 
wise  appropriated,  and  free  from  pre-emption  or  other  claim  or  rights 


*  See  3  L.  D.  450. 
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at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed  and  a  plat  thereof 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office." 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  grant  it  is  enacted : 

''  That  whenever  said  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  shall  have 
twenty-five  consecutive  miles  of  any  portion  of  said  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line  ready  for  the  service  contemplated,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  appoint  three  commissioners  to  examine  the  same, 
and  if  it  shall  appear  that  twenty-five  consecutive  miles  of  said  road 
and  telegraph  line  have  been  completed,  in  a  good,  substantial  and 
workmanlike  manner,  as  in  all  other  respects  required  by  this  act,  the 
Commissioners  shall  so  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and  patents  of  land  as  aforesaid  shall  be  issued  to  said  company,  con- 
firming to  said  company  the  right  and  title  to  said  lands,  situated  oppo- 
site and  coterminous  with  said  completed,  section  of  said  road 

And  so,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  twenty-five  additional  consecutive 
miles  shall  have  been  constructed." 

From  these  provisions,  as  the  railroad  company  completed  each  con- 
secutive twenty-five  miles  of  road,  upon  report  of  the  commissioners, 
the  grant  must  be  confirmed  by  patents  for  the  land  on  each  side  of  the 
road  corresponding  with  the  section  of  the  road  completed.  If  it  is  to 
be  confirmed  by  patent,  as  each  twenty-five  miles  is  constructed,  a  de- 
termination of  boundary  must  precede  the  patent,  the  presumption 
would  arise  that  either  at  or  before  the  time  the  inspection  was  made, 
the  law  contemplated  that  the  terminal  limit  of  the  twenty -five  miles 
inspected  was  to  be  fixed.  By  the  provisions  of  the  grant,  such  inspec- 
tion would  fix  the  terminal  limit  of  land  to  be  patented  and  thus,  for 
puriKNses  of  patenting,  the  road  as  constructed,  would  be  divided  in 
patenting  sections  of  twenty-five  miles  each,  the  boundary  of  each  of 
such  sections  fixed  at  or  before  the  time  of  inspection. 

The  grant  then  having  divided  the  road  into  sections  of  twenty-five 
miles  for  purposes  of  boundary  and  patenting,  in  fixing  the  boundary 
of  this  last  section  by  the  provisions  of  the  grant  alone,  (excluding  all 
extraneous  facts,)  as  the  courses  of  the  road  are  various,  some  general 
course  must  be  adopted  from  which  to  fix  the  terminal  line. 

The  subject  of  the  course  to  be  fixed  was  considered  in  a  decision 
rendered  by  Secretary  Thompson,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1858,  re- 
ported in  1st  Lester,  page  527,  also  in  the  case  of  the  Flint  and  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad,  by  Secretary  Kirkwood,  on  September  1,  1881  (1 
L.  D.,  408) ;  and  also  was  incidentally  discussed  by  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  v.  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad,  (8  Otto,  334).  The  substance  of  the  rulings 
in  the  several  cases  is :  '*  The  land  is  taken  along  such  line  in  the  sense 
of  the  statute,  when  taken  along  the  general  direction  or  course  of  the 
said  road  within  lines  perpendicular  to  it  at  each  end.'' 

Then  if  this  rule  is  to  be  applied  (as  it  has  been  already  shown,  only 
the  last  twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  under  the  terms  of  the  present 
grant  can  be  considered)  the  terminal  line  should  be  run  at  right  angles 
to  the  general  course  of  the  last  twenty-five  miles  of  the  road. 
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Tbns  far  the  qaestion  has  been  discussed  only  ander  the  terms  of  the 
grant.  Bat  since  the  grant,  certain  action  has  been  had,  which  would 
on  this  qaestion  seem  to  be  entitled  to  some  consideration. 

On  the  4th  day  of  October,  1880,  a  map  of  definite  location  as  fixed 
by  the  company  from  Spokane  Falls  to  Wallula  was  approved  by  the 
Secretary  and  filed.  On  the  16th  of  Aagust,  1881,  Commissioner  Mc- 
Farland  fixed  the  terminal  limit  at  Wallula,  by  the  general  coarse  of 
the  last  twenty  miles,  filed  a  map  of  the  land  to  which  the  railroad 
company  was  entitled,  with  the  limit  fixed  and  marked  thereon,  and 
with  a  letter  of  instructions  forwarded  a  copy  of  the  map  to  the  land 
office  at  Walla  Walla.  To  this  map  and  definition  of  boundary  no  ob- 
jection seems  to  have  been  made  by  the  company  till  after  the  11th  day 
of  April,  1885,  at  which  time  the  order  asked  to  be  revoked  in  these 
proceedings  was  made. 

On  the  20th  day  of  March,  1885,  Assistant  Commissioner  Harrison 
(at  the  instance  of  persons  who  claimed  to  have  acquired  rights  under 
the  railroad  company,  south  of  the  limit  fixed  by  Commissioner  Mc- 
Farland)  ordered  a  change  of  the  limit  of  the  16th  of  August,  1881,  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  railroad  line  about  twenty  six  degrees,  waking 
it  a  due  east  and  west  line,  thereby  throwing  the  limit  further  south 
and  enlarging  the  area  of  the  grant  of  the  railroad,  at)ont  ninety-seven 
thousand  acres,  and  furnished  a  plat  of  such  change  with  a  letter  of 
instructions  to  the  laud  office  at  Walla  Walla. 

On  the  11th  day  of  April,  1885,  Commissioner  Sparks  revoked  the 
order  of  Commissioner  Harrison  and  restored  the  line  as  fixed  by  Com- 
missioner McFarland.  Notice  of  this  revocation  was  communicated  to 
the  officers  of  the  Walla  Walla  land  office  by  letter  and  telegram  on 
the  11th  day  of  April,  1883. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  intervening  rights  accrued  to  any  one 
between  the  act  of  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison  and  the  revocation 
by  Commissioner  Sparks.  On  the  2l8t  of  July,  1885,  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Bailroad  Company,  by  its  attorney  and  general  counsel,  appealed 
from  the  decision  of  Commissioner  Sparks,  revoking  the  order  of  Com- 
missioner Harrison,  and  restoring  the  terminal  limit  as  fixed  by  Com- 
missioner McFarland  on  the  lOth  of  August,  1881. 

On  the  argument  of  this  appeal,  Mr.  Morrison,  who  api>eared  to  rep- 
resent '^  a  number  of  settlers  and  others,"  and  who  on  their  behalf,  on 
the  12th  of  March,  1885,  had  filed  a  memorial  asking  for  change  of  the 
terminal  limit,  but  who  took  no  formal  appeal,  urged  the  change  as 
made  by  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison,  on  the  ground  that  they  had 
settled  upon  the  land  south  of  the  limit  as  established  on  the  IGth  of 
August,  1881,  and  held  under  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company,  and 
that  great  injury  would  be  done  these  settlers  if  the  grant  was  not  en- 
larged to  include  the  lands  then  settled  upon. 

As  the  order  of  Commissioner  Harrison,  of  the  20th  of  March,  iSSo^ 
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enlarging  the  limit  was  wrong,  then  the  order  of  Commissioner  Sparks 
of  the  11th  of  April,  1885,  revoking  that  wrongful  order,  was  right. 

The  only  question  then  that  was  to  be  determined  being,  was  the  order 
of  the  20th  of  March  erroneous  ?  It  is  concluded,  1st,  The  basis  of  that 
order  was  erroneous,  in  that,  instead  of  taking  the  general  course  of  the 
last  section  of  twenty-five  miles,  as  required  by  the  statute,  the  whole 
length  of  one  hundred  and  ninei/y  miles  from  Spokane  Falls  is  taken 
arbitrarily  as  the  general  course  of  the  line  to  which  the  limit  was  drawn 
at  right  angles. 

The  order  was  erroneous,  in  that,  while  it  left  the  railroad  on  the 
west  side  of  the  line  of  the  road  the  full  benefit  of  the  limit,  as  fixed  on 
the  16th  of  August,  1881,  it  gave  it  on  the  east  side  about  twenty- 
seven  thousand  acres,  additional  land. 

The  order  was  erroneous,  in  that  it  made  the  southern  terminal  limit 
through  the  terminus  at  Wallula  a  broken  instead  of  a  straight  line, 
and  Included  in  the  grant  ninety-seven  thousand  acres  more  land  than 
would  have  been  included  by  a  straight  line. 

The  order  was  erroneous,  in  that  the  petitioners,  at  whose  instance 
the  change  was  made,  not  being  authorized  to  represent  the  railroad, 
was  made  without  sufficient  parties  on  record  to  justify  the  action  of 
the  Commissioner. 

The  fact  that  the  alleged  settlers  bought  from  the  railroad  company 
that  which  did  not  belong  to  the  railroad  company,  but  was  the  prop- 
erty of  the  government,  would  not  furnish  any  substantial  equity  which 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  should  have  recognized.  It  was 
not  shown  that  the  officers  of  the  land  office  authorized  to  represent  the 
government  did  any  act,  or  neglected  any  duty,  by  which  the  settlers 
were  misled. 

A  recognition  of  the  doctrine,  that  a  purchase  from  one  who  had  no 
title,  wonid  establish  an  equity  against  the  real  owner,  would  be  sub- 
versive of  all  principle.  I  think,  therefove,  the  position  of  the  appel- 
lant is  untenable. 

decision  of  secretary  lamar. 

August  15,  1885. 

Upon  consideration,  the  errors,  assigned  as  ground  for  appeal,  are 
overruled,  and  the  order  of  Commissioner  Sparks,  of  the  11th  day  of 
April,  1885,' is  affirmed. 

On  application  of  the  proper  party,  the  subject  of  readjusting  the 
limit,  according  to  the  principle  above  indicated,  might  with  propriety 
be  considered. 
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s  tv  j  mp  lasds—ixdemxitr, 
State  of  Louisiana. 

As  to  lands  that  were  <;raiited  to  the  State  by  the  act  of  1849,  the  purchasers  are  en- 
titled to  protection  and  the  State  to  indemnity,  where  snch  lands  were  sold  by 
the  United  States  bet  ween  the  2d  of  March,  1849,  and  the  28th  of  September,  1850  ( 
but  as  to  such  as  were  excepted  oat  of  the  ^rant  of  1849,  and  were  first  granted 
by  the  act  of  1850,  the  State  is  only  entitled  to  indemnity  after  the  passage  of 
the  latter  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  January  19, 1887. 

Od  examining  the  appeal  of  Van  H.  Manning,  Esq.,  as  agent  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  from  your  decision  of  February  12,  1886,  '*  refusing 
to  allow  said  State  indemnity  for  swamp  lands  sold  in  said  State  between 
March  2,  1849,  and  September  28, 1850,''  doubts  arose  in  my  mind  as  to 
the  proper  construction  of  the  swamp  land  grants  of  March  2,  1849  (9 
Stat.,  352),  and  September  28,  1850  (9  Stat.,  519),  and  also  the  indem- 
nity acts  of  March  2, 1855  (10  Stat,  634),  and  of  March  3, 1857  (11  Stat., 
251);  and  the  matter  was  referred  by  me  to  the  Hon.  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  for  his  opinion  in  the  premises.  That  opinion  has 
been  received  and  on  consideration  of  the  same  I  concur  in  the  views 
therein  expressed,  accordingly  reverse  your  judgment  in  said  case,  and 
decide,  adopting  the  views  and  language  of  said  opinion,  ^<  that  as  to 
such  lands  as  were  granted  to  Louisiana  by  the  act  of  1849  the  par- 
chasers  are  entitled  to  the  protection,  and  the  State  to  the  indemnity, 
for  any  such  lands  as  were  sold  by  the  CTnited  States  between  the  2d  of 
March,  1849,  and  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  but  as  to  such  as  were 
excepted  out  of  the  grant  of  1849,  and  were  first  granted  to  Louisiana 
by  the  act  of  1850,  being  the  lands  fronting  on  rivers,  creeks,  bayous, 
watercourses,  &c.,  the  State  is  only  entitled  to  an  indemnity  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  September  28, 1850." 

Herewith  are  sent  the  papers  in  the  case,  transmitted  by  your  letter 
of  March  16, 1886,  and  also  the  opinion  ol  the  Attorney  General,  above 
referred  to. 

OPINION. 

Attorney- General  Garland  to  iJie  Secretary  of  the  Interior ,  January  11, 

1887. 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  December,  1886,  submits  whether,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1885,  and  the  act  of  the  3rd  of 
March,  1857,  known  as  the  swamp  land  indemnity  acts,  the  State  of 
Louisiana  is  entitled  to  indemnity  for  such  swamp  lands  as  were  sold  by 
the  United  States  between  the  2d  of  March,  1849,  and  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1850. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1849,  the  United  States  granted  the  State  of 
Louisiana  ^^the  whole  of  the  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within  her 
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borders  owned  by  the  United  States  at  that  time  except  lands  fronting 
on  rivers,  creeks,  bayous,  watercourses,  etc.,  which  had  been  surveyed.'^ 
(9  Stat.,  352.) 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  (9  Stat.,  519)  an  act  was  passed  of 
Hubstantially  the  same  tenor  and  effect,  known  as  the  j^rkansa?  swamp 
land  act,  which,  by  the  fourth  section  applied  to  each  of  the  other  States 
of  the  Union  in  which  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  existed,  without  the 
exception  contained  in  the  act  of  1849  as  to  lands  "fronting  on  riv^ers, 
creeks,  bayous,  watercourses,  etc.''    This  last  act  was  substantially  a 
re-enactment  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1849,  so  iar  as  Louisiana 
was  concerned,  with  an  extension  of  the  grant  in  that  act  so  as  to  include 
the  lands  which  had  been  excluded  by  the  exceptioil  in  the  former  enact- 
ment, as  to  which  it  was  a  new  and  substantive  grant  on  the  28th  of 
September,  1850.    Both  of  these  acts  were  grants  inprcvMenti  by  which, 
from  their  respective  dates,  the  title  to  the  lands  theiein  described  be- 
came vested  in  the  several  States.     Railroad  v.  Smith,  (9  Wall.,  95) ; 
French  v.  Fyan  et  al.,  (93  D.  S.,  169) ;  Emigrant  Co.  v.  County  of  Wright 
(97  U.  S.,  339);  Martin  v.  Marks  (97  U.  S.,  345) ;  .Gaston  v.  Stott  (5  Ore- 
gon, 48) ;  Fletcher  v.  Pool  (20  Arks.,  100) ;  Hempstead  v.  Underbill,  lb. 
34()) ;  Branch  v.  Mitchell  (24  Ih.  431);  Daniel  v.  Purvis  (50  Miss.,  201). 
Notwithstanding  these  grants  of  the  swamp  lands  to  the  States,  by 
which  they  became  the  owners  of  the  lands  and  the  United  States  had 
been  substantially  divested  of  ownership,  and  could  convey  no  title 
thereto,  after  the  passage  of  the  respective  acts,  through  some  inad- 
vertence or  negligence  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  some  of  the 
swamp  lands  to  which  the  United  States  had  no  sufficient  title  were 
sold  to  pre-emptors  and  others,  and  the  consideration  was  received 
therefor.     Although  the  United  States  could  not  be  legally  held  as  a 
warrantor  as  to  the  defective  and  void  title  thus  conveyed,  yet  in  equity 
and  good  conscience  she  would  be  bound  to  refund  to  each  purchaser 
the  purchase  money  received  for  the  land.    But,  as  many  such  purchas- 
ers had  improved  their  lands,  full  justice  could  not  be  done  them  by 
the  mere  return  of  the  purchase  money.    The  States  at  any  time  could 
assert  their  title  and  eject  the  purchasers.    To  avoid  this  injustice,  and 
invest  the  purchasers  with  titles  to  the  homes  they  had  made  under  a 
void  purchase  from  the  United  States ;  on  the  2d  of  March,  1855,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  and 
locators  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands''  (10  Stats.,  634).    This  statute 
is  remedial,  and  should  be  interpreted  liberally  so  as  to  include  what- 
ever is  within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  remedied.    (Potter's  Dwarris, 
207).    The  substance  of  the  remedy  was  that  the  United  States,  instead 
of  refunding  to  the  purchasers  the  money  which  she  unjustly  obtained 
from  them,  would  pay  it  to  the  States  who  held  the  title  and  owned  the 
land,  and  thereby  save  the  land  with  its  improvements  to  the  purcha4S- 
ers,  and  indemnify  the  States  for  their  loss  with  the  money  received. 
2278  DEC 30 
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The  second  section,  being  the  indemnity  clause  of  the  act  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

'•''  That  upon  due  proof  by  the  authorized  agent  of  the  State  or  States 
before  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  any  of  the 
lands  purchased  were  swamp  lauds  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  said 
State  or  States ;  and  where  the  land  has  been  located  by  warrant  or 
scrip,  the  said  State  or  States  shall  be  authorized  to  locate  a  quantity 
of  like  amount  noon  any  of  the  public  lands  subject  to  entry  at  $1.25 
per  acre  or  less,  and  patents  shall  issne  therefor  upon  the  terms  and 
conditions  enumerated  in  the  act,  provided,  however,  that  tke  decisions 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  shall  be  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior." 

The  first  clause  of  this  section  provides  that  '^  Upon  due  proof  that 
any  of  the  lands  purchased  were  swamp  lands,  within  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  act  aforesaid,  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  over 
to  the  said  State  or  States."  The  words  *^of  the  act  aforesaid  ",  above 
cited,  refer  to  the  act  of  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  as  shown  by  the 
preceding  section.  Whenever  the  lands  were  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  description  of  swamp  lands  as  contained  in  the  act  of 
1850,  the  purchasers  were  entitled  to  th^  protection  and  the  State  to 
the  indemnity  of  the  act  of  1855.  The  description  of  swamp  lands 
under  the  act  of  1850  is  found  in  the  third  section  and  is: 

'^All  legal  subdivisions  the  greater  part  of  which  is.  wet  and  unfit  for 
cultivation  ;  or  when  the  greater  part  of  the  subdivision  is  not  of  that 
character,  the  whole  shall  be  excluded  therefrom.^ 

In  the  act  of  1849 'the  description  of  swamp  lands  is : 

^^  Subject  to  overflow  <ind  unfit  for  cultivation,  all  legal  subdivisions 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  of  that  character  shall  be  inclu<Sed — but 
when  the  greater  part  of  a  subdivision  is  not  of  that  character  the 
whole  shall  be  excluded  therefrom." 

These  definitions  of  swamp  lands  in  the  acts  of  1840  and  1850  are 
substantially  the  same.  Therefore  all  swamp  lands  granted  by  the  act 
of  1849  would  be  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  words  *' swamp 
lands  "  in  the  act  of  1850.  The  consideration  for  the  grants  in  the  acts 
of  1849  and  1850  was  the  same.  The  errors  committed  by  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  against  both  grantees  were  the  same  in  effect.  The 
wrongs  done  to  both  classes  of  purchasers  were  the  samo.  If  Congress 
had  intended  to  remedy  the  wrong  and  to  relieve  only  the  purchasers 
who  had  purchased  from  the  United  States,  titles  granted  to  the  States 
by  the  act  of  1850,  and  leave  those  who  stood  in  exactly  the  same  re- 
lations, under  circumstances  exactly  similar,  to  the  mercy  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  or  purchasers  from  her,  doubtless,  instead  of  using  the 
language  '^  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  aforesaid,"  such  uu- 
just  discrimination  against  those  purchasers  would  have  been  indicated 
by  fit  words,  such  as  "granted  by  the  act  aforesaid,"  or  some  other 
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eqaivalent  l&ugaage.  Ko  such  language  is  fouud  in  the  act  of  1855. 
On  the  contrary  the  language  which  is  used  is  equivalent  to  '^  all  who 
are  subject  to  the  same  mischief  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  same 
remedy.''  The  "intent"  of  the  act  was  to  give  a  good  title  to  those  to 
whom  the  United  States  had  sold  such  lands,  and  the  "  meaning"  was 
to  indemnify  the  States  by  giving  them  for  their  lauds  she  had  sold  the 
purchase  money  she  had  received  therefor,  and  thereby  do  justice  to 
both. 

This  view  is  enforced  by  legislative  interpretatiDn  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1857,  (11  Stat.,  251)  by  which  the  titles  under  the  acts  of 
1849  and  1850  are  confirmed  as  on  the  same  footing;  and  by  the  proviso 
thereto  the  act  of  1855  is  extended  to  the  third  day  of  March,  1857,  as 
to  both  as  follows : 

*^  Provided,  however,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  inter- 
fere with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  'an  act  for  the 
relief  of  purchasers  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  approved  March 
2j  1855,'  which  shall  be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  force  and  extended 
to  all  entries  and  locations  of  lands  claimed  as  swamp  lands  made  since 
its  passage." 

It  is  scarcely  conceivable  that  Congress  would  extend  the  act  of  1855 
from  the  2d  day  of  March,  1855,  to  the  3d  day  of  March,  1857,  as  to 
lands  in  Louisiana,  unless  those  lands,  within  the  '^  intent  and  meaning" 
of  the  act  of  1855  were  embraced  in  that  act.  It  is  ruled  in  a  well-con- 
sidered opinion  of  Attorney-General  Speed,  fouud  in  11  Opins.,  472, 
that  the  proviso  to  the  act  of  1857  should  be  interpreted  as  though  a^ 
tSiChed  to  the  act  of  1855.  If  so  attached,  the  language  '^  an  act  ap- 
proved March  2, 1855  shall  be  and  is  hereby  continued  in  force  and  ex- 
tended to  all  entries  and  locations  of  lands  claimed  a>s  swamp  lands  made 
since  its  passage"  must  certainly  embrace  lands  granted  to  Louisiana 
by  the  act  of  1849.  The  departmental  interpretation,  which  is  entitled 
to  great  weight,  has,  in  principle,  been  conformable  to  this  view  of  the 
statute.  In  3d  Land  Decisions,  p.  396,  an  opinion  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated 
12th  of  February,  1885,  is  found,  which  decides  that  the  indemnity  act 
of  1855  was  applicable  to  Louisiana  as  to  land  granted  to  that  State  by 
the  act  of  1849,  sold  by  the  United  States,  since  the  act  of  1850.  If  that 
indemnity  was  payable  to  the  State  as  to  any  of  the  lands  granted  by 
the  act  of  1849,  the  same  principle  would  apply  as  well  to  those  which 
were  sold  by  the  United  States  before  1850  as  those  that  were  sold 
after;  it  the  ace  of  1855  applied  to  any  of  the  lands  conveyed  by  the  act 
of  1849  to  Louisiana,  it  must,  on  the  same  principle,  apply  to  all,  for,  as  to 
such  lands,  the  title  was  as  fully  vested  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1850  as  it  was  after.  Hence,  it  is  concluded 
that  as  to  such  lands  as  were  granted  to  Louisiana  by  the  act  of  1849, 
the  purchasers  are  entitled  to  the  protection  and  the  State  to  the  in- 
demnity for  any  such  lands  as  were  sold  by  the  United  States  between 
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the  2d  of  March,  1849  and  the  28th  of  September,  1850,  bat  as  to  sach 
as  were  excepted  oat  of  the  graut  of  1849,  and  were  first  granted  to 
Louisiana  by  the  act  of  1850,  being  the  lands  fronting  on  rivers,  creeks, 
bayous,  watercourses,  etc.,  the  State  is  only  entitled  to  an  indemnity 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of  September,  1850. 


MINING  CLAIMS— APPLICATION. 

m 

OlBCULAB, 

Cofnmissionet  Sparks  to  surveyors-general   and  registers  and  receivers, 

February  16,  1887. 

The  provisions  of  circular  N,  of  May  11, 1885  (3  L.  D.,  542)  are  hereby 
extended  to  all  cases  in  which  application  for  patent  was  filed  and  pub- 
lication commenced  prior  to  the  receipt  by  the  register  and  receiver  of 
circular  N,  of  December  4,  1884  (3  L.  D.,  540). 

Approved : 

H.   L.   MULDROW, 

Acting  Secretary. 

RAILROAD  CtRANT— DETERMINATION  OF  LIMITS. 

ScoTT  V.  Kansas  Pacific  Ry.  Co. 

The  actual  road  as  made  or  located  is  the  measure  by  which  the  locality  and  quantity 

of  the  grant  is  to  be  ascertained  and  determined. 
The  lateral  limits  of  a  grant  are  determined  by  drawing  lines  on  each  side  of  the 

route  of  the  road  through  a  series  of  points,  at  the  precise  distance  therefrom  of 

the  width  of  the  grant,  on  tangential  lines  to  arcs  having  a  radius  equal  to  the 

width  of  the  grant  on  each  side  of  the  route. 
By  this  system  any  point  on  the  lateral  limit  will  be  distant  the  length  of  such  radius 

from  some  point  on  the  road  as  located. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  10, 1887. 

On  January  28,  1884,  Leander  Scott  made  application  to  enter  under 
the  homestead  law  the  W.  J  of  S  W.  i  of  Sec.  29,  T.  18  S.,  R.  5  W.,  Saliua, 
Kansas.  His  application  was  rejected  by  the  register,  ^'  for  the  reason 
that  the  land  as  shown  by  the  records  of  this  office  is  within  the  graut 
to  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company;"  whereupon  Scott  appealed 
to  your  office,  alleging  that  ^^  the  tract  applied  for  is  by  actual  measure- 
ment more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  line  of  said  road."  On  Januarj- 
22, 1884,  your  predecessor  affirmed  the  action  of  the  register,  holding 
that  the  tract  in  question  ''  is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  as  adjusted," 
and  that  the  limits  would  not  be  reestablished.  The  case  came  on  ap- 
peal to  this  Department,  and  on  application  by  the  attorney  for  Scott 
was  afterwards  remanded  to  your  office  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  for 
further  investigation  and  report. 
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By  letter  of  April  30, 1886,  you  transmitted  to  this  Department  your 
recommendations  in  the  premises,  to  the  effect  that  (1)  Scott  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  tract,  and  (2)  '^  that  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
heretofore  ordered  for  the  benefit  of  said  road  be  adjusted  so  as  to  con- 
form to  the  true  limits  of  the  grant  as  herein  set  forth." 

Said  letter  further  states: 

• 

"  The  tract  in  question  is  within  the  twenty  mile  limits  of  the  with- 
drawal ordered  Jane  14,  1867,  on  map  filed  May  8,  1867,  as  map  of 
definite  location  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  between  Fort  Riley  and 
Fort  Harper,  and  should  the  system  of  measuring  Ihe  limits  of  railroad 
grants,  which  has  heretofore  been  followed  in  this  office,  prevail,  it 
wonld  undoubtedly  fall  within  the  limits  of  the  grant,  and  as  it  was 
vacant  public  land  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location  of  the  road, 
would  have  enured  to  the  railroad  company A.n  examina- 
tion of  this  system  having  convinced  me  that  the  effect  thereof  was  to 
include  within  the  limits  of  the  railroad  withdrawals  lands  which  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  Congress  to  grant,  I  have  formulated  a  system  of 
measurement  by  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  true  limits  of  the  several 
grants,  as  defined  in  the  granting  acts,  can  be  accurately  ascertained." 

It  18  thus  proposed  to  abandon  the  established  system  of  adjusting 
the  limits  of  grants  for  railroads,  and  to  adopt  a  new  system. 

The  present  system  had  its  origin  in  the  adjustment  of  the  grant 
made  September  20, 1850,  to  the  States  of  Illinois,  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama for  a  railroad  from  Chicago  to  Mobile.  (9  Stat.,  466).  That  grant 
was  **  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  road."  In  a  lett-er 
dated  May  29, 1852,  Acting  Commissioner  Wilson  thus  describes  the 
system  adopted  by  the  General  Land  OfQce  in  that  instance : 

"  Taking  the  entire  route  as  set  forth  by  the  surveyor-general,  this 
office  has  prepared  special  connected  maps  preliminary  to  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  grant.  To  those  maps  the  route  of  the  road  has  been 
transferred,  and  thereon    ....    have  been  laid  down  with  great 

care the  six  mile  lateral  limits  on  each  side  thereof,  to 

wit^  by  drawing  lines  on  each  side  of  the  route  of  the  road  through  a 
series  of  points  precisely  six  miles  distant  therefrom,  on  tangential 
lines  to  arcs  of  six  miles  radius,  on  each  side  of  the  route,  every  point 
of  which  will  be  six  miles  from  some  point  on  the  route." 

This  method  of  ascertaining  ami  fixing  the  lateral  limits  of  railroad 
grants  has  been  followed  invariably  since  1852. 

The  system  proposed  by  your  said  letter  is  described  therein  sub- 
stantially as  follows : 

The  line  of  the  road  as  definitely  fixed  is  laid  down  upon  a  sectionized 
diagram  of  the  public  surveys,  and  a  direct  line  is  drawn  connecting  its 
termini.  The  terminal  limits  are  then  found  by  drawing  lines  through 
the  termini,  at  right  angles  to  said  direct  line.  The  lateral  limit  at  any 
given  i)oint  will  he  found  by  drawing  a  line  from  the  road  as  located, 
the  length  of  which  shall  be  equal  to  the  width  of  the  grant  for  one 
side  of  the  road,  but  always  at  right  angles  to  said  direct  line.  The 
lateral  limit  will  pass  through  the  extremity  of  such  line. 
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Applying  this  system  to  the  Kansas  Pacific  Road,  you  find  that  the 
land  in  question  falls  outside  the  granted  limits,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend that  Scott  be  allowed  to  enter  the  same. 

It  is  clear  that  the  object  of  a  system  of  measuring  the  limits  of  grants 
of  Congress  is,  to  ascertain  and  indicate  upon  the  government  plats  and 
diagrams  the  exact  land  intended  by  Congress  to  be  granted.  It  is 
equally  clear  that  the  intention  of  Congress  in  that  regard  must  be 
gathered,  if  possible,  from  the  words  of  the  granting  act.  The  question 
then  arises,  will  the  proposed  system  ascertain  and  indicate  the  lands 
granted  by  said  act  to  said  railroad  company. 

The  granting  clause  of  the  act  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Kansas 
Pacific  road  (July  1,  1862, 12  Stat.,  468,)  is  as  follows : 

^^  That  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  said  company 

every  alternate  section  of  public  land,  designated  by  odd  numbers,  to 
the  amount  of  five  (afterwards  increased  to  ten)  alternate  sections  per 
mile  on  each  side  of  said  railroad  on  the  line  thereof,  and  within  the  limits 
of  ten  (twenty)  miles  on  each  side  of  said  road,  not  sold,  reserved,  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  United  States,  and  to  which  a  pre-emption 
or  homestead  claim  may  not  have  attached  at  the  time  the  line  of  said 
road  is  definitely  fixed.'' 

Your  said  letter  cited  but  one  authority  as  sustaining  the  proposed 
system,  to  wit,  an  extract  from  an  opinion  of  Attorney-General  Critten- 
den, of  March  10,  1852.  As  there  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words  used  by  the  Attorney-General,  it  seems  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  circumstances  that  called  them  forth. 

The  opinion  was  delivered  in  response  to  certain  questions  submitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Stuart,  by  letter  of  March  9,  1852,  in 
reference  to  the  adjustment  of  the  grant  to  Illinois  in  aid  of  the  Central 
road.    The  Attorney -General  says : 

"  Your  next  question  respects  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  the  State 
of  Illinois  is  entitled  under  said  act  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said 
road  and  branches.  By  its  second  section  it  is  enacted,  ^  that  there  be 
and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
in  making  the  railroad  and  branches  aforesaid,  every  alternate  section 
of  land  designated  by  even  numbers,  for  six  sections  iu  width  on  each 
side  of  said  road  and  branches ;  bur  in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the 
United  States  have  when  the  line  or  route  of  said  road  and  branches  is 
definitely  fixed  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  sold  any  part  of  any  section 
hereby  granted,  or  that  theright  of  preemption  has  attached  to  the  same, 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  agent  or  agents  to  be  appointed  by  the 
governor  of  said  State,  to  select,'  etc.,  in  equal  quantity  from  the  lauds 
of  the  United  States  mostcontignous,  etc.  You  inform  me  that  in  virtue 
of  this  section  of  the  act,  Hhe  State  of  Illinois  claims  a  quantity  of  land 
equal  to  the  one  half  of  six  sections  in  width,  on  each  side  of  said  road 
and  its  branches,  or  3840  acres  for  every  linear  mile  of  the  road  and  its 
branches,  including  all  its  sinuosities  and  deflections  from  a  straight  line.' 
You  add  the  expression  of  your  own  *  doubt  whether  the  claim  to  that 
extent  is  tenable,  and  you  desire  as  I  understand  you  my  opinion  on 
that  point.'" 
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Then  follows  the  extract  quoted  iu  yoar  said  letter  as  in  support  of 

the  proposed  system : 

^'It  is  quite  clear  iu  tny  judgment  that  a  claim  fo  that  extent  is  not 
tenable,  and  can  not  according  to  law  be  allowed.  It  is  a  theory  rather 
than  a  claim,  and  has  nothing  to  sustain  it  in  either  the  intention  or 
language  of  the  act.  The  imaginary  straightening  out  ot  crooked  lines 
to  furnish  a  longer  base  and  thereby  to  increase  the  quantity  of  land 
to  the  grantee,  is  at  apparent  variance  with  the  plain  purpose  and  words 
of  Congress.  The  statute  had  reference  alone  to  the  actual  road  as 
made  or  located  with  all  its  sinuosities.  The  line  which  that  forms  is 
the  base  line  of  the  laud  granted  on  each  side  of  it,  and  is  the  object 
and  measure  by  which  its  locality  and  quantity  are  to  be  ascertained 
and  determined."    (6  Op.,  618). 

It  seems  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  Attorney  General  decided  simply 
that  the  State  of  Illinois  was  not  entitled  to  3840  acres  for  every  linear 
mile  of  said  road,  and  in  support  of  his  opinion  urged  the  fact,  that 
under  the  statute  the  actual  road  as  made  or  located  was  the  object 
and  measure  of  the  locality  of  the  grant,  and  that  as  the  actual  road  is 
the  base  of  the  grant,  another  and  a  different  base  could  not  be  made 
by  straightening  out,  in  imagination,  the  crooked  line  of  the  actual 
road.  In  this  view  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  not  only  does 
not  at  all  conflict  with  the  present  system  of  determining  the  limits  of 
railroad  grants,  but  prescribes  it.  For  under  the  present  system  the 
Illinois  Central  road  could  not  get  3840  acres  for  every  linear  mile. 
Indeed,  the  grant  for  the  Illinois  Central  was  adjusted  according  to 
the  present  system,  within  a  few  days  after  the  rendition  of  the  opin- 
ion, by  Attorney  General  Crittenden,  in  conformity  with  that  opinion 
and  by  direction  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  attorney 
for  Scott  states  that  said  grant  was  not  adjusted  by  the  present  system. 
An  examination  of  the  plats  shows  that  he  is  mistaken. 

That  the  contemporaneous  construction  of  the  opinion  by  the  Land 
Office  was  in  conformity  with  the  views  herein  expressed  is  strongly 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  letter  of  Acting  Commissioner  Wilson, 
above  quoted,  was  written  but  two  months  after  the  date  of  the  At- 
torney General's  opinion. 

The  system  proposed  in  your  said  letter  determines  the  quantity  of 
the  grant  by  a  direct  line  connecting  the  termini.  For  said  letter  states 
that  the  effect  of  tbe  system  is,  'Ho  bring  within  the  limits  of  the  grant 
a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  the  quantity  which  would  have  fallen  within 
the  limits  had  the  road  been  located  on  a  direct  line  between  the 
termini."  This  is  in  conflict  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General, 
for  it  makes  the  "direct  line"  the  measure  of  the  quantity  of  the  grant, 
while  the  Attorney  General  distinctly  says  the  actual  roaH  a?  made  or 
located  is  the  measure  of  the  quantity  of  the  grant.  I  am  satisfied 
therefore  that  the  said  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  does  not  sup- 
port the  proposed  system. 

That  system  requires  that  the  termini  of  the  road  as  located  be  con- 
nected by  a  direct  line,  and  that  terminal  lines  be  drawn  at  right  angles 
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thereto,  before  the  lateral  limits  can  be  ascertained.    Section  four  of 

the  act  ill  aid  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  provides  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  '^  That  whenever  said  company  shall  have  completed  forty 
consecutive  miles  of  any  portion  of  said  railroad  .  .  .  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  tEree  commissioners  to  examine 
the  same  and  report  to  him  in  relation  thereto;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  him  that  forty  consecutive  miles  of  said  railroad  and  telegraph  line 
have  been  completed  and  equipped  in  all  respects  as  required  by  this 
act,  then  upon  certificate  of  said  commissioners  to  that  efiect  patents 
shall  issue  conveying  the  right  and  title  to  said  lands  to  said  company, 
on  each  side  of  the  road  as  far  as  the  same  is  completed,  to  the  amount 
aforesaid,  and  pateutiS  shall  in  like  manner  issue  as  each  forty  miles  of 
said  railroad  and  telegraph  line  are  completed,  upon  certificate  of  said 
commissioners.'' 

From  this  section  it  appears  that  the  company  was  entitled  to  patents 
for  laud  coterminous  with  sections  of  forty  miles  as  fast  as  such  sec- 
tions were  certified  as  completed.  Now,  the  first  forty  miles  of  con- 
structed road  was  accepted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
October  28,  1865,  at  a  time  when  no  western  terminus  of  the  road  ex- 
isted, or  was  possible  of  location  under  the  existing  legislation.  The 
western  terminus  was  not  located  until  many  miles  of  the  road  had 
been  accepted  under  the  law,  (Sec.  1,  Act  of  July  3,  1866,  14  Stat, 
79).  The  line  connecting  the  termini  could  not  have  been  drawn,  nor 
the  lateral  limits  defined  at  the  date  when  the  company's  rights  at- 
tached to  a  portion  of  its  lands.  It  appears  therefore  that  the  pro- 
posed system  as  enunciated  in  your  said  letter  could  not  be  applied 
according  to  its  own  terms  to  the  Kansas  Pacific  road. 

Again,  under  the  proposed  system,  the  lateral  limits  are  ascertained 
by  measuring  the  required  distance  from  the  actual  road  as  located, 
hut  always  at  right  angles  to  a  line  connecting  ifie  termini.  Now,  if  a 
portion  of  a  road — say  twenty  miles — runs  at  right  angles  to  the  Hue 
connecting  the  termini,  the  lateral  limits,  for  that  twenty  miles,  will 
coincide  with  the  road  itself.  In  other  words,  no  lands  would  pass 
under  the  grant/or  that  portion  of  the  road.  I  am  of  opinion  this  would 
violate  the  provision  of  the  grant  for  the  Kansas  Pacific  road,  **of 
every  alternate  section  of  public  land  designated  by  odd  numbers  1o 
the  amount  of  five  (ten)  alternate  sections  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said 
railroad  on  the  line  thereof,  and  within  the  limits  often  (twenty)  miles  on 
each  side  of  said  roadJ^ 

From  the  foregoing  it  seems  clear  that  the  proposed  system  can  not 
be  applied  in  the  adjustment  of  railroad  grants,  and  is  therefore  re- 
jected. 

The  present  system  has  been  in  continuous  operation  since  1852,  and 
under  it  all  railroad  grants  have  been  adjusted ;  it  ha^  been  acquiesced 
in  by  Congress,  and  by  all  interested  parties  during  that  periotl;  and 
titles  to  millions  of  acres  have  passed  under  that  coustructiuu.  Bat 
independently  of  these  considerations,  I  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  that  the  actual  road  as  made  or  located  is  the  measure 
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by  which  the  locality  and  qaandty  of  the  grant  is  to  be  ascertained  and 
determined,  nor  can  I  find  any  warrant  in  the  act  under  consideration, 
or  In  any  other  enactment  of  Congress,  for  substitntiug  an  air  line  con- 
necting the  termini,  as  a  basis  for  such  measurement. 

After  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  questions  involved,  I  con- 
clude that  the  present  system  of  adjusting  the  limits  of  railroad. grants 
is  in  conformity  with  said  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Orittenden,  and 
with  the  law. 

The  original  decision  rejecting  the  application  of  Scott  is  therefore 
affirmed. 

It  has  been  urged  herein  that  a  railroad  should  not  be  allowed  to 
diverge  unnecessarily  from  a  direct  route,  and  thereby  increase  its 
grant  While  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  the  question  whether  the  Kan- 
sas Pacific,  or  any  other  land-grant  railroad  has  departed  unnecessarily 
from  a  direct  route  is  not  presented  in  this  ease.  I  therefore  express 
no  further  opinion  on  that  point. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  practical  working  of  the  proposed  system 
and  of  the  present  system,  1  have  attached  hereto  a  plat  of  the  public 
surveys,  on  which  is  laid  down  an  imaginary  line  of  road  having  a 
grant  of  three  sections  in  width  on  each  side  thereof.  Figure  No.  1  rep- 
resents the  adjustment  under  the  proposed  system,  and  No.  2  the  ad- 
justment under  the  existing  system  ou  the  same  line  of  road. 


RAILROAD  aRA^T^SETTLEMENT  RIGHT. 

SCHET£A  V.  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

The  settlement  right  of  a  pre-einptor  existing  at  date  of  definite  lot'ation  defeats  the 
operation  of  the  grant,  though  the  settlement  was  on  offered  land  and  the  pre- 
eutptor  had,  prior  to  such  location,  failed  to  make  proof  and  payment  Avithin  the 
statutory  period. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  12, 1887. 

By  letter  of  April  1, 1881,  your  office  held  for  cancellation  the  home- 
stead entry  of  James  Schetka,  made  February  5,  1878,  for  the  N.  J  of 
SW.  J,  Sec.  13,  T.  130,  R.  33,  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  for  the  reason  that 
the  tract  is  within  the  twenty  mile  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  liailroad  Company,  the  right  of  which  attached  November  21, 
1871.  The  tract  fell  outside  of  the  withdrawal  on  general  route. 
Schetka  failed  to  appeal.  By  your  office  letter  of  October  10, 18vSl,  said 
decision  was  declared  final,  and  the  entry  cancele<l.  Afterwards,  on  a 
showing  made  by  Schetka,  your  office,  by  letter  of  December  28,  1883, 
rescinded  its  action  of  October  10, 1881,  iind  allowed  Sclietk:i  sixty  days 
within  which  to  appeal  from  said  decision  of  April  1st.  Tluit  :ippeal  is 
now  befiire  me. 
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It  appears  that  the  tract  is  within  the  twenty  mile  limits  of  said  road 
as  shown  by  the  map  of  definite  location,  filed  November  21, 1871,  and 
that  the  right  of  the  company  attached,  if  at  all,  at  that  date. 

The  records  of  your  office  show  that  said  township  130  N,,  range  33 
W,,  was  oflfered  at  public  sale  October  24, 1864,  and  that  on  November 
1:2, 1870,  one  Mathias  Barth  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for 
all  of  said  SW.  ^,  alleging  settlement  on  the  5th  of  that  month. 

The  grant  was  for  land  ^* free  from  pre-emption  or  other  claims 

or  rights  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed''  (13  Stat., 
365). 

The  only  question  presented  by  this  case  is,  whether  the  tract  at  the 
date  of  definite  location  was  free  from  a  pre-emption  claim  or  right. 
Barth  alleged  settlement  of  November  5, 1870  and  as  the  settlement 
w<as  on  offered  land,  was  required  to  make  proof  and  payment  within 
twelve  months  from  such  settlement,  and  in  case  of  failure  so  to  do  the 
tract  became  subject  to  the  entry  of  any  other  purchaser.  (5  Stat...  457, 
Sec.  15). 

Barth  failed  to  make  proof  ami  payment,  and  it  is  contended  by  the 
company  that  his  right  expired  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  settlement, 
and  that  there  being  no  claim  to  the  land  at  the  date  of  definite  location 
that  could  be  asserted  under  the  law,  the  company's  rights  attached. 

I  am  unable  to  wholly  agree  in  this  conclusion.  The  year  daring 
which  Barth  was  protected  by  his  filing  expired  November  6, 1871,  and 
the  road  was  definitely  located  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month*  If  Barth 
remained  as  a  settler  on  the  land  up  to  or  past  the  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion, I  know  of  no  law  or  construction  of  law  that  would  forfeit  his 
right  in  favor  of  the  company.  The  filing  of  the  declarat<)ry  statement 
on  offered  land  is  for  the  protection  of  the  settler,  and  insures  the  set- 
tler against  the  sale  of  the  land  during  one  year  after  settlement.  In 
case  of  his  failure  to  purchase  during  that  year  the  law  does  not  forfeit 
his  right  or  claim,  but  merely  refuses  to  protect  him  longer  against  the 
offer  of  any  other  purchaser.  The  Department  is  not  precluded  from 
accepting  proof  and  payment  on  offered  land  made  more  than  one  year 
after  settlement.  (Walker  v.  Walker,  1  0.  L.  L.,  293;  J.  B.  Baymond, 
2  L.  D.,  859;  Sec.  2264  R.  S.) 

But  the  railroad  company  does  not  stand  in  the  position  of  ''any  other 
purchaser."  It  can  not  be  heard  to  plead  against  a  settler  on  public 
land  under  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  that  he  has  failed  to 
perform  his  obligations  to  the  government,  if  his  claim  has  attached  at 
the  date  of  definite  location. 

Appellant  alleges  that  Barth  held  said  tract  under  his  declaratory 
statement  at  said  date.  To  determine  the  truth  of  tbat  all<*gation  yoa 
will  order  a  hearing,  to  which  the  company  and  claimant  will  be  cited. 
If  the  settlement  existed  at  the  time  of  the  definite  location,  the  claim 
of  the  company  is  at  an  end.     If,  however,  the  claim  of  Brtrth  to  the 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  475 

laod  had  ceased  at  that  date,  I  see  uo  reason  from  this  record  why  the 
tract  shoald  not  be  awarded  to  the  company. 

YoQ  will  instruct  the  local  officers  to  report  their  finding  from  the 
testimony.    Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


PRACTICE-^NOTICE^APPEAL ;  TOWNSITB—LOCATION, 

BoGOS  r.  West  Las  Animas  Townsitb. 

When  notice  of  the  Cominissioner'd  decision  is  given  through  the  mails,  by  the  local 
office,  seventy  days  are  allowed,  from  the  day  when  such  notice  is  mailed,  within 
which  to  file  appeal,  and  this  whether  appeal  is  filed  through  the  mail  or  other- 
wise. 

Mailing  notice  of  appeal  and  specification  of  errors  by  registered  letter,  within  said 
period  of  seventy  days,  is  proper  service  under  rule  96  of  practice. 

The  location  of  a  townsite,  under  State  laws,  on  land  temporarily  segregated  from 
the  public  domain,  is  u  valid  appropriation  as  against  a  subsequent  homestead 
entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  14,  1S87. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  M.  Boggs  v.  the  Townsite  of  Las 
Animas,  involving  the  N.  i  of  SE.  i  of  Sec.  10,  T.  23  S.,  R.  52  W.,  Pu- 
eblo, Colorado,  on  appeal  from  so  much  of  your  office  decision,  dated 
March  9,  1886,  as  is  adverse  to  Boggs. 

It  appears  that  the  townsite  application  was  made  April  27, 1885,  for 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  including  that  above  described,  and  that 
final  proof  was  made  and  cash  entry  was  allowed  by  the  local  office 
December  9,  1885. 

March  17,  1885,  Boggs  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SE.  i  of  said 
section  ten.  The  record  also  shows  that  one  John  H.  Jay,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1885,  made  timber  culture  entry  for  the  SE.  |  of  Sec.  3,  in 
township  and  range  above  described,  and  that  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1885,  he  made  homestead  entry  for  the  SW.  \  of  the  same  section. 

His  claims  were  also  in  confiict  with  the  townsite  application  to  the 
extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Both  Jay  and  Boggs  were  cited  t.o  appear  when  the  final  proof  was 
ofiTered  in  behalf  of  the  townsite.  They  did  appear.  All  parties  were 
heard,  and  the  register  and  receiver,  by  their  decision,  gave  all  the 
land  in  controversy  to  the  townsite,  except  the  S  W.  \  of  SW.  |  of  Sec. 
3,  embraced  in  Jay's  homestead  entry,  which  they  awarded  to  him. 

As  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  dispute  between  Jay  and 
the  townsite,  your  office  by  its  decision  of  March  9,  1886,  awarded  a 
moiety  to  each,  giving  the  S.  i  of  SE.  }  of  Sec.  3  to  the  townsite,  aud 
the  S.  i  of  the  SW.  J  of  said  section  to  Jay.  From  that  decision  uo 
appeal  was  taken  by  either  party,  aud  there  is  therefore,  so  far  as  the 
controversy  between  Jay  and  the  townsite  is  concerned,  nothing  before 
me  for  consideration. 
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Yoar  office  by  the  same  decisioD  held  for  caneellatioD  the  entry  of 
Boggs,  in  8o  far  that  it  embraced  the  N.  i  of  the  SB.  |  of  Sec.  10,  and 
awarded  said  tract  to  the  townsite,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  sur- 
veyed and  laid  off  in  streets  and  occupied  by  the  townsite  before  Boggs 
went  on  the  land.  Said  decision  reduced  the  claim  of  Boggs  so  as  to 
mako  his  entry  one  for  eighty  instead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  appealed,  and  the  record  is  now  before  me. 

A  motion  has  been  made  by  the  townsite  to  dismiss  the  appeal.    Sev 
eral  reasons  are  assigned  in  support  of  said  motion.    They  are  in  sub- 
stance (1)  that  the  appeal  was  not  filed  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  rules  of  the  Department,  and  (2)  that  notice  of  said  appeal  was  not 
served  on  appellee  in  time. 

It  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  register,  dated  July  14,  1886,  that 
notice  of  your  office  decision  of  March  9,  1886,  was  received  by  counsel 
for  Boggs,  through  the  post  office,  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month.  Ap- 
peal from  said  decision  was  filed  in  your  office  by  resident  counsel  May 
21.  1886. 

Rule  87  of  rules  of  practice  provides  that "  wheu  notice  of  the  decision 
is  given  through  the  mails  by  the  register  and  receiver,  or  surveyor- 
general,  five  days  additional  will  be  allowed  by  those  officers  for  the 
transmission  of  the  letter  and  five  days  for  the  return  of  the  appeal 
through  the  same  channel  before  reporting  to  the  general  land  office." 
Your  office  and  the  Department  have  uniformly  held  that  the  practical 
effect  of  this  rftle  is,  where  notice  of  decision  by  your  office  is  given 
through  the  mails  by  the  register  and  receiver,  to  allow  seventy  days 
from  the  day  when  such  notice  is  mailed  within  which  to  file  appeal, 
and  this  whether  appeal  is  filed  through  the  mails  or  otherwise. 

Notice  of  the  decision  in  question  was  mailed  by  the  register  and 
receiver  to  the  local  counsel  in  Colorado  on  March  17,  1886,  and  as  has 
been  stated  it  was  received  the  same  day. 

Following  the  construction  of  the  rule  above  mentioned,  the  time  for 
the  filing  of  appeal  by  Boggs  expired  May  26, 1886.  But  his  appeal 
was  filed  in  your  office  May  21,  1886.    It  was  therefore  within  time. 

Rule  93  of  rules  of  practice  provides  that  **A  co])y  of  the  notice 
of  appeal,  specification  of  errors,  apd  all  arguments  of  either  party, 
shall  be  served  on  the  opposite  party  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing 
the  same." 

Rule  94  prescribes  that  '^  Such  service  shall  be  made  personally  or  by 
registered  letter." 

It  appears  that  counsel  for  appellant  on  the  same  day  on  which  they 
filed  the  appeal  in  your  office  also  mailed  by  registered  letter  a  copy  of 
said  appeal  and  specification  of  errors  to  the  opposing  party. 

The  registry  return  receipt  shows  that  the  registered  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  the  mayor  of  the  town  of  West  Las  Amimas  June  8, 1886, 
but,  having  been  mailed  May  21,  1886,  which  was  within  the  seventy 
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days  allowed  for  appeal,  the  service  of  notice  of  appeal  was  within  time 
under  the  rules,  for  rule  96  makes  proof  of  mailing  by  registered  letter 
proof  of  service  so  as  to  save  the  right  of  appeal. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  must  be  over- 
ruled, and  the  case  will  be  considered  on  its  merits. 

The  tract  in  question,  it  appears,  was  a  part  of  certain  lands  patented 
by  the  United  States  in  1873.  The  validity  of  the  patents  so  issued  was 
subsequently  attacked  by  the  United  States,  on  the  ground  of  fraud 
practiced  in  their  procurement.  Said  patents  trere  annulled  and  vacated 
under  a  decree  of  the  supreme  court,  rendered  at  its  October  term,  1884, 
in  the  case  of  Moffat  v.  United  States,  on  appeal  by  Moffat  from  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Colorado  (112  U.  S., 
24). 

'  While  said  patents  were  outstanding,  to  wit,  in  September,  1882,  a 
petition  was  duly  filed  under  the  laws  of  Colorado  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  of  West  Las  Animas.  Certified  copies  of  said  petition  and 
the  proceedings  thereunder,  show  that  the  town  was  in  October,  18S2, 
duly  incorporated  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Colorado. 
Its  boundaries  were  by  metes  and  bounds  and  embraced  a  portion  of 
the  legal  subdivisions  now  in  dispute  and  claimed  by  Boggs. 

Pursuant  to  the  mandate  of  the  supreme  court  in  the  cases  cited,  your 
ofiSce,  by  letter  dated  February  27, 1885,  to  the  register  and  receiver  at 
Pueblo,  Colorado,  canceled  said  patents  on  the  records  of  the  land  de- 
partment. 

The  lands  then  again  became  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  subject  to 
entry.  Said  lands  had  in  a  sense  been  public  lands  during  all  the  time 
that  the  patents  were  out,  but  were  by  the  entries  and  the  patents  based 
thereon  so  segregated  from  the  body  of  the  public  domain  as  not  to  be 
subject  to  entry.  Said  patents  were  issued  to  fictitious  parties,  and  as 
stated  by  the  supreme  court,  in  the  case  cited,  supra,  they  '^  could  not 
transfer  the  title."  In  the  same  decision  it  was  said,  ^'a  patent  to  a 
fictitious  person  is,  in  legal  effect,  no  more  than  a  declaration  that  the 
government  thereby  <5onveys  the  property  to  no  one.''  Almost  imme- 
diately upon  the  cancellation  of  the  outstanding  patents,  Boggs  made 
his  application  to  enter  under  the  homestead  law  the  SE.  i  of  said  sec- 
tion ten.  A  few  days  later  the  townsite  application  was  made,  embrac- 
ing the  K.  i  of  the  tract  covered  by  the  entry  of  Boggs.  The  question 
to  be  determined  is:  which  of  the  two  claimants  has  the  superior  right 
to  the  eighty  acres  in  conflictt  Upon  an  examination  of  the  record,  I 
find  no  difficulty  in  determining  this  question. 

While  the  incorporation  of  the  town  under  the  State  law  was  not  in 
its  technical  sense  a  selection  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  nevertheless  a  clear  indication  of  the  purpose  to  establish  a  town, 
and  was  the  only  proceeding  possible  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation. 
The  land  having  been  previously  patented,  and  so  far  as  the  records 
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showed,  title  having  passed  oat  of  the  United  States,  the  town  author- 
ities could  not  then  make  application  for,  nor  enter,  the  tract  under  the 
townsite  laws.  They  were  compelled  to  rest  their  location  solely  upon 
the  laws  of  the  State.  This  they  did,  and  were  accordingly  incorporated 
October  13,  1882. 

Not  only  was  the  town  incorporated  at  the  date  March  17, 1885,  when 
Boggs  made  his  homestead  entry,  but  it  had  been  surveyed  and  laid  off 
into  streets  and  was  otherwise  improved.  The  tract  in  question  was 
included  in  those  thus  improved,  and  was  used  as  part  of  the  town  in 
such  a  way  as  to  furnish  notice  to  everybody  that  it  was  a  part  of  the 
town.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  the  town  has  had  an  existence  as  such 
at  least  since  1877,  and  has  been  the  county  seat  of  Bent  county,  Colo- 
rado, since  1880.  The  county  jail  is  on  the  tract  in  dispute,  and  while 
it  is  doubtless  the  property  of  the  county,  it  appears  that  it  is  also  used 
by  the  town,  and  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  it  would  have  been 
erected  elsewhere  than  at  the  county  seat,  that  is,  in  the  town  as  incor- 
porated. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  case,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  tract  in 
question  was  at  the  date  of  the  application  of  Boggs  to  enter  settled 
upon  and  occupied  as  a  townsite,  which  facit  was  a  matter  of  general 
notoriety.  Although  the  townsite  application  was  not  made  until  a  few 
days  after  the  application  of  Boggs  to  make  homestead  entry,  it  was 
made  within  sixty  days  after  your  office  letter  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver notifying  those*  officers  of  the  cancellation  of  the  patents,  and 
apparently  with  all  the  promptness  which  could  reasonably  be  expected 
of  a  body  acting  in  its  corporate  capacity. 

This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  it  had  for  several  years  had  a  corpo- 
rate existence  and  had  occupied  and  used  the  land,  convinces  me  that 
it  is  entitled  to  the  tract  in  dispute  as  land  selected  as  the  site  of  a 
town,  and  a  portion  of  which  had  been  included  within  the  limits  of  an 
incorporated  town. 

I  affirm  the  decision  appealed  from,  and  return  herewith  the  papers 
which  accompanied  your  office  letter  of  August  24, 1886. 

In  the  record  appears  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Britton  &  Gray,  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  plat  of  station  grounds  for  the  Pueblo  and 
Arkansas  Valley  Eailroad  Company  in  said  section  10  was  approved  by 
this  Department  March  13, 1886,  under  the  right  of  way  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  and  asking  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  said  company. 

You  will  advise  Messrs.  Britton  &  Gray  of  this  decision,  and  that 
they  will  be  heard  before  your  office  touching  their  rights  under  the 
approval  mentioned  by  them. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  479 

PRACTICE— SERVICE   OF  NOTICE  BY  REGISTERED  LETTER, 

New  Orleans  Canal  &  Banking  Co.  t?.  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  transmission  of  notice  by  n^gistered  letter  \%  prima  fa<^  evidence  that  it  was  re- 
iceived  in  due  course  by  tlie  party  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

The  written  admission  of  the  party  to  whom  notice,  by  non -registered  letter,  was 
sent  that  he  received  the  same,  is  proof  of  service  nnder  rule  95  of  practice. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Gommksioner  Sparks^  March  14,  1887. 

With  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant  you  transmitted  for  my  consid- 
eration the  appeal  filed  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  from  your  decision  of 
October  8,  188C,  rendered  in  the  above  stated  case,  together  with  a  mo- 
tion made  by  counsel  for  the  bank  to  dismiss  said  appeal,  upon  the 
ground  that  no  service  of  said  appeal  was  made  by  the  metliod  provided 
for  by  law,  to  wit,  by  personal  service  or  registered  letter. 

This  appeal  and  the  motion  to  dismiss  should  have  been  transmitted 
to  the  Department  with  the  entire  record  in  the  case  to  be  passed  upon 
when  the  case  is  reached  in  its  order,  but  being  submitted  for  my  con- 
sideration and  no  reason  being  shown  to  the  contrary,  this  preliminary 
question  will  now  be  disposed  of. 

Notice  of  your  decision  was  received  by  the  State  October  12,  1886, 
having  been  mailed  that  day  by  the  local  officers,  liule  87  provides 
that  when  notice  of  the  decision  is  given  through  mail  by  the  register 
and  receiver,  five  days  additional  time  shall  be  allowed  those  officers 
for  the  transmission  of  the  letter,  and  five  days  for  the  return  of  the  ap- 
peal through  the  same  channel  before  reporting  to  the  General  Land 
Office.  The  time  allowed  for  said  appeal  did  not  expire  until  Decem- 
ber 21,  the  decision  and  appeal  therefrom  having  been  transmitted 
through  the  local  office. 

Eule  93  provides  that  notice  of  the  appeal  and  specifications  of  error 
must  be  served  on  the  opposite  party  within  the  time  allowed  for  filing 
the  same.  Hence,  service  of  the  appeal  on  the  attorneys  of  the  bank 
prior  to  and  including  the  21st  day  of  December  was  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  rules. 

The  evidence  of  service  not  appearing  in  the  record,  you  directed  the 
register  and  receiver  to  report  the  facts  connected  therewith.  December 
31,  they  reported  that  the  attorney  of  the  State  was  notified  of  your  de- 
cision October  12,  and  that  appeal  therefrom  was  filed  in  the  local  office 
December  11 ;  that  on  the  13th  day  of  December  they  transmitted  said 
a])peal  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  on  the  same  day  mailed  (not 
registered)  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Janies  L.  Bradford,  Esq.,  of  counsel 
for  the  bank,  and  also  to  the  New  Orleans  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 
at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

This  motion  to  dismiss  is  made  on  the  ground  that  Rule  94  provides 
only  two  modes  by  which  service  can  be  made,  to  wit,  personal  service 
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or  b3'  registered  letter.  ;ini  rli:ir.  Rule  105  prescribes  tbat  all  notices  shall 
be  served  upon  the  uthn  im\  s  of  record.  They  allege  that  they  are  the 
only  attorneys  of  record  loi  tin*  bank,  and  that  neither  has  been  served 
with  a  copy  of  said  appeal,  either  personally  or  by  registered  letter ^  and 
that  the  attorney  for  the  State  has  not  attempted  to  furnish  proof  of 
service,  either  under  Rule  95  or  Rule  90.  These  rules  provide  that 
"proof  of  personal  service  shall  be  the  written  acknowledgment  of  the 
party  served  or  the  affidavit  of  the  person  making  the  service  attached 
to  the  papers  served,  stating  time,  place  and  manner  of  service,"  and 
"  proof  of  service  by  registered  letter  shall  be  the  affidavit  of  the  per- 
son mailing  the  letter  attached  to  the  post  office  receipt." 

Counsel  for  the  bank  do  not  deny  that  they  received  the  copy  of  the 
appeal,  alleged  to  have  been  mailed  to  them  by  the  register  and  receiver 
December  13,  and  having  notice  of  this  report  at  the  time  of  filing  their 
motion  to  dismiss,  their  failure  to  deny  it  might  be  taken  as  an  admis- 
sion that  they  received  it. 

But  conceding  that  the  silence  of  appellee's  counsel,  should  not  be 
construed  as  an  admission  that  they  received  the  copy  of  the  appeal 
said  to  have  been  mailed  to  them,  the  fact  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  received  the  copy  of  said  appeal  is  settled  beyond  all  question  ; 
and  thiSj  under  rule  of  practice  86,  constituted  sufficient  service,  whether 
said  counsel  received  said  notice  or  not.  Said  rule  provides  that, 
*^ notice  of  an  appeal  from  the  commissioner's  decision  must  be  filed  in 
the  General  Land  Office  and  served  on  the  appellee  or  his  counsel,""  etc. 
And  the  affidavit  of  the  president  of  said  ^<  Canal  and  Banking  Coai- 
pany"  (defendant),  after  stating  that  he  has  not  been  served  with  coi>y 
of  said  appeal,  either  by  registered  letter,  or  personally,  says:  "  I  have 
no  notice  of  said  appeal,  except  that  lately  I  found  on  a  desk  in  my 
office  a  letter  containing  what  purported  to  be  an  appeal  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  How  this  came  to  my  office  I  can  not  say,  but  by  the 
ordinary  mail  I  believe.  It  was  not  by  registered  letter,  nor  was  it 
given  to  me  personally  nor  any  other  officer  of  the  bank." 

Here  we  have  not  only  a  written  admission,  but  a  sworn  admission, 
by  the  ^^ party  served,^  of  the  personal  receipt  of  said  notice  of  appeal, 
which  brings  the  proof  of  service  squarely  within  the  first  subdivision 
of  rule  95,  providing,  as  we  have  just  seen,  that  **proof  of  personal 
service  shall  be  the  written  acknowledgment  of  the  party  served." 

The  mailing  by  registered  letter  is  simply  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  received  in  duo  course  by  the  party  to  whom  it  was 
addressed,  while  the  written  admission  of  the  party  to  whom  a  non-' 
registered  letter  was  sent,  that  he  actually  received  such  letter,  furnishes 
proof  positive  of  the  fact.  And  to  hold  that  a  notice  thus  admittedly 
received  by  non-registered  letter  was  not  legally  served,  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  letter  containing  it  was  not  registered,  would  virtually 
be  to  sacrifice  the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  rule  to  mere  technical 
form. 

The  motion  is  therefore  dismissed. 
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proceedings  in  state  and  federal  courts. 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Ry.  Co. 

Snits  in  ejectment  against  settlers,  pending  in  the  courts  of  a  State,  may  not  be  en- 
joined by  proceedings  in  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  14,  1887. 

On  June  16,  1886,  this  Department  recommended  to  the  Attorney- 
General  that  suit  be  instituted  to  set  aside  the  patents  issued  to  the 
Missouri  Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  Company  for  certain  lands  lying 
in  Allen  county,  Kansas. 

I  am  now  in  receipt  of  your  office  letter  of  February  28,  1887,  stating 
that  you  are  advised  that  such  suit  has  been  instituted  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court,  that  a  certain  purchaser  from  said  railroad  com- 
pany has  instituted  in  the  district  court  of  Allen  county  proceedings 
in  ejectment  against  certain  settlers  on  said  lands,,  that  said  settlers 
have  attempted  to  secure  a  dismissal  of  the  ejectment  cases,  or  a  con- 
tinuance pending  a  decision  of  the  case  in  the  circuit  court,  and  have 
failed  therein.  In  view  of  these  facts,  you  recommend  that  "the  At- 
torney General  be  requested  to  institute  proceedings  in  the  United 
States  courts  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  said  company,  or  any  one 
claiming  under  it,  from  prosecuting  any  suits  against  the  settlers  upon 
the  lands  in  question  pending  the  decision  in  the  suit  to  vacate  the 
company's  patents,  now  pending  in  the  United  States  circuit  court.'^ 
Said  letter  further  states  that  the  ejectment  cases  will  be  tried  during 
the  present  month. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  United  States  could  not  successfully 
maintain  an  action  to  stay  proceedings  in  said  Allen  county  court,  and 
therefore  decline  to  make  the  recommendation  as  requested.  Section 
720  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that  "The  writ  of  injunction  shall 
not  be  granted  by  any  court  of  the  United  States  to  stay  proceedings 
in  any  court  of  a  State,  except  in  cases  where  such  injunction  may  be 
authorized  by  any  law  relating  to  proceedings  in  bankruptcy." 


desert  land  entry-^final  proof. 

Levi  Wood. 

The  non- irrigation  of  rocky  and  hilly  portions  of  the  land  does  not  defeat  the  right 
of  entry,  where  the  claim  was  made  in  good  faith,  and  substantial  reclamation 
of  the  irrigable  portion  thereof  is  shown. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  15,  1887. 

September  27, 1882,  Levi  Wood  liled  his  declaration  of  intention,  Xo. 
419,  to  reclaim  the  SW.  i  of  NE.  J,  S.  J  of  NW.  J,  N W.  i  of  SE.  i  and 
N.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  25,  T.  51  K,  B.  82  W.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming, 
2278  DEC 31 
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under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1877 
(19  Stat.,  377).  September  3, 1885,  the  south  half  of  the  claim  was  can- 
celed for  conflict  with  the  prior  desert  land  entry  of  one  Elias  Snider, 
made  in  1879,  prior  to  the  survey  of  the  township.  April  6,  1886,  your 
office  rejected  Wood's  final  proof  for  the  remainder  of  his  entry,  on  the 
ground  that  proper  reclamation  had  not  been  made,  but  gave  him  op- 
portunity to  submit  new  proof  whenever  he  could  show  a  satisfactory 
coni])liance  with  the  law.  Upon  review  this  decision  was  adhered  to 
by  your  office  June  19  following.  Api)eal  was  then  brought  here  and 
the  case  has  been  considered. 

It  is  shown  by  the  record  that  all  of  one  forty -acre  tract  has  been  ir- 
rigated, from  twenty  to  twenty-five  acres  of  another,  and  possibly 
about  fifteen  acres  or  more  of  the  other,  making  in  all  about  eighty 
acres  out  of  the  entire  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  The  re- 
maining portion  of  the  entry  is  hilly  and  rocky  and  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  irrigat<»  it.  It  is  alleged  by  Wood  that  when  he  made 
^utry  aforesaid,  he  desired  to  leave  out  the  two  forties  which  are  hilly 
and  take  the  remaining  four  forties  of  the  original  entry,  but  was  told 
by  the  local  office  that  his  entry  would  not  be  compact  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law  if  said  two  forties  were  omitted ;  and  that  about  the 
time  he  was  ready  to  commence  the  work  of  irrigation  and  reclamation, 
he  for  the  first  time  ascertained  that  the  entry  of  Snider  covered  his 
three  south  forties,  and  learning  Snider's  claim  to  be  superior  to  his 
own,  he  did  not  contest  for  the  conflicting  portion,  but  allowed  it  to  be 
canceled. 

While  as  a  general  rule  the  entire  tract  entered  must  be  reclaimed 
by  irrigation  before  final  proof  can  be  accepted,  yet  in  view  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  final 
proof  herein  ought  to  be  approved.  There  Is  no  doubt  but  that  the  land 
embraced  in  this  entry  which  is  susceptible  of  irrigation  has  all  been  ir- 
rigated as  contemplated  by  the  statute.  True,  a  considerable  portion 
of  two  forties  has  not  been  irrigated  and  is  not  susceptible  of  irriga- 
tion. These  portions  amount  to  possibly  forty  acres — claimant  in  a 
late  brief  says  from  thirty  to  forty  acres— and  are  practically  worthless 
to  the  government  or  to  any  one  else  so  far  as  iheir  value  as  agricul- 
tural land  is  concerned.  If  the  entry  at  present  was  as  originally  made, 
the  part  not  irrigated  would  be  a  very  small  proportion  of  it;  but  as 
three  forties  have  been  canceled  without  the  fault  of  the  entryman  ap- 
parently, the  proportion  of  unreclaimable  land  is  much  larger. 

I  am  of  opinion,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  into  consid- 
eration, claimant's  evident  and  unquestioned  good  faith  in  the  premises, 
the  fact  that  one-half  of  his  original  entry  (all  of  which  part  was  sus- 
ceptible of  irrigation)  has  been  canceled  through  no  fault  of  his,  and 
the  fact  that  all  but  the  hilly  and  rocky  portions  of  the  claim  have  been 
properly  irrigated  and  reclaimed,  and  the  major  part  thereof  cultivated, 
that  the  final  proof  of  Wood  should  be  accepted,  and  I  so  direct. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  reversed.  * 
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PRIVATE  CLAIM— AUTHOlilTT  OF  THE  LAXD  DEPARTMENT. 

PuKBLo  OF  San  Francisco. 

By  the  issuance  of  patent  the  Department  is  divested  of  all  authority  or  control  over 
the  land  or  the  title  thereto. 

The  head  of  a  Department  has  no  power  or  authority  to  revise  or  reverse  the  final 
decree  of  his  predecessor  in  a  matter  properly  before  him. 

The  '* executive  duties"  of  a  Department  are  those  required  of  its  officers  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  upon  the  subjects  under  itn  jurisdiction,  though  such 
duties  may  require  in  their  performance  the  examination  of  evidence  and  the 
exercise  of  judgment  thereon. 

By  virtu«  of  htatutory  authority  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  invested  with  power 
to  review,  reverse,  annul,  amend  or  affirm  all  the  proceedings  in  the  Department 
instituted  to  secure  the  alienation  of  any  portion  of  the  public  lauds,  or  the  ad- 
justment of  private-land  claims. 

Au  order  revtTsing  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in 
the  matter  of  the  survey  of  a  private  laud  claim,  is  properly  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  authority  of  the  Secretary  to  order  a  re-survey  rests  in  his  general  and  supervisory 
powers,  and  may  be  exercised  whether  invoked  by  appeal  or  otherwise. 

Publication  of  notice  is  not  lequired  by  the  act  of  July  1,  1864,  in  case  of  a  cor- 
rected survey  made  under  an  order  therefor. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  12,  1 887. 

This  is  au  applicatiou  for  the  recall  and  caucellatiou  of  the  pateut 
of  the.UDited  States  to  the  city  of  Sau  Francisco,  and  for  the  issue  of 
a  new  patent  with  different  boundaries,  to-wit,  the  boundaries  of  what 
is  known  as  the  Stratton  survey.  From  the  papers  transmitted  by  the 
Land  Office,  and  the  authorities  cited  in  the  briefs  of  counsel,  I  learn 
that  the  history  of  this  case  is  as  follows : 

In  July,  1852,  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  as  the  successor  of  the 
Mexican  pueblo  of  that  name,  petitioned  the  board  of  land  commis- 
sioners of  California,  created  under  the  act  of  Congress,  March  3,  1851 
(9  Stat.,  631)  for  a  confirmation  of  her  claim  to  four  square  leagues  of 
laud  situated  on  the  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. After  a  controversy  before  the  board  of  hind  commissioners, 
and  in  the  courts,  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirteen  years,  the  United 
States  circuit  court  finally  confirmed  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  to  the 
land  therein  described,  as  valid.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
decree: 

^^The  land  of  which  confirmation  is  made  is  a  tract  situated  within 
the  county  of  San  Francisco,  and  embracing  so  much  of  the  extreme 
upper  portion  of  the  peninsula  above  ordinary  hightcater  mark  (as  the 
same  existed  at  the  date  of  the  conquest  of  the  country,  namely,  the 
seventh  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1846,)  on  which  the  City  of  San  Francisco 
is  situated  as  will  contain  an  area  of  four  square  leagues  ;  said  tract  be- 
ing bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  west 
by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  on  the  south  by  a  due  east  and  icest  line  drawn 
so  a^  to  include  the  area  aforesaid,  subject  to  the  folloicing  deductions, 
namely:  such  lands  as  have  been  heretofore  reserved  or  dedicated  to 
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public  uses  by  the  United  States,  and  also  such  parcels  of  land  as  have 
been,  by  grants  from  lawful  authority,  vested  iu  private  ownership  and 
have  been  finally  confirmed  to  parties  claiming  under  said  grants  by 
the  tribunals  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  hereafter  be  finally  confirmed 
to  parties  claiming  under  said  grants  by  said  tribunals  in  i>roceedings 
now  pending  therein  for  that  purpose;  all  of  which  said  excepted  par- 
cels of  land  are  included  within  the  area  of  four  square  leagues  above 
mentioned,  but  are  excluded  from  the  confirmation  to  the  city.  ThU 
confirmation  is  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  lot-holders  under  grants  from 
the  puebloy  toicn^  or  city  of  San  Francisco^  or  other  competent  authority, 
and  as  to  any  residue,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  oftfie  inJiabitants  of 
the  city.^ 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1866  (14  Stat,  4)  Congress  relinquished  the  land 
covered  by  the  decree  to  said  city.  Thus  the  title  of  the  city  rests  upon 
the  decree  of  confirmation  and  the  act  of  Congress,  both  making  the 
city  a  trustee  for  the  lot-holders  and  inhabitants  thereof. 

Upon  the  confirmation  of  this  grant  and  its  approval  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  the  next  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  Land  Depart- 
ment related  to  its  extent  and  boundaries.  In  1867-'8,  under  the  in> 
struction  of  the  United  States  surveyor-general  of  California  (Upson) 
the  survey  of  the  claim  of  the  city  made  by  the  deputy-surveyor,  James 
T.  Stratton,  and  a  plat  thereof,  were  filed  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor- 
general  of  the  United  States  for  California.  Due  notice  thereof  was 
given  in  the  legal  manner,  and  for  the  required  time,  by  said  surveyor- 
general.  The  survey  and  plat  were  approved  by  him  but  not  in  the 
manner  and  form  required  by  the  statute. 

Against  the  approval  of  said  survey  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran- 
cisco filed  their  protest  and  objections  thereto,  with  the  evidence  in 
support  of  the  same  iu  due  form  of  law.  One  of  the  grounds  of  protest, 
the  one  involved  in  this  inquiry,  was  that  the  surveyor  did  not  conform, 
as  required  by  the  statute,  to  the  decree  of  confirmation,  in  that  he  did 
not  follow  the  line  of  ordinary  high- water  mark  of  the  bay,  but  followed 
up  the  tide  line,  or  rather  the  alleged  tide  line,  on  one  side  and  down 
the  other,  of  Mission  creek,  a  stream  which  runs  into  the  bay,  exclud- 
ing certain  marsh  lands  lying  on  Mission  creek  which  ought  to  have 
been  included  iu  said  survey.  Said  survey  and  plat,  together  with  the 
said  protest,  objections,  evidence,  field  notes  and  other  papers  were 
transmitted  by  Surveyor-Greneral  Day,  successor  to  Surveyor-General 
Upson,  to  the  General  Land-Office  at  Washington,  with  his  own  report 
thereon  in  which  he  disapproved  of  said  survey,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  said  objections  were,  in  several  particulars,  well  taken,  and 
recommended  that  the  plat  and  survey  should  be  amended,  among 
other  things  so  as  to  include  the  marsh  lands  lying  on  Mission  creek 
within  the  four  square  leagues,  which  said  Stratton  survey  had  ex- 
cluded therefrom.    I  give  the  following  quotation  from  his  report: 

"And,  further,  in  relation  to  the  above-mentioned  survey  by  Deputy- 
Surveyor  Stratton  of  the  exterior  limits  of  the  pueblo  lands  of  San 
Francisco I  express  my  opinion  that  they  are  erroneous 
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and  not  in  conformity  with  thedecreeof  the  United  States  court  and  the 
act  of  Congress  relating  thereto,  uiy  reason  for  this  opinion  being  more 
fully  set  forth  in  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oflfice,  dated  July  8th,  hereto  appended." 

Speaking  of  the  objections  to  the  exclnsioii  b^'  this  survey,  of  the 
marsh  lands  as  being  below  the  ordinary  tide  line,  he  says:  *^the  affi- 
davits sustain  the  exception,  and  I  can  add  to  them  the  fact  that  in  1851 
or  1852  I  assisted  in  surveying  a  preliminary  trial  [line]  for  the  San 
Jos^  Railroad  across  this  marsh,  and  found  it  to  be  as  described  in  the 
afiidavits  and  I  have  seen  no  facts  around  the  bay  to  prove  that  it  has 
filled  up  and  become  tide  marsh  lands  since  1846." 

For  some  reason  not  explained  in  anything  that  I  have  found  in  the 
records,  the  Stratton  survey  and  plat  remained  in  the  General  Land 
Office,  unacte<l  u|)on,  for  ten  years.  In  the  meantime,  one  Gimj.  W. 
Ellis,  obtained  from  a  board  of  tide  land  commissioners  (appointed  by 
the  State  to  take  charge  of  its  swamp  and  tide  lands,  to  sell  portions  of 
the  Same  and  to  compromise  with  parties  in  possession  thereof,)  a  quit- 
claim deed  of  the  State,  at  the  rate  of  $4.00  for  one  thousand  square  feet, 
to  a  tract  of  land  which  embraced  a  considerable  ])art  of  the  lands  on 
Mission  Creek,  excluded  by  the  Stratton  survey.  Soon  after  this  C.  C. 
Tripp,  a  grantee  of  Ellis,  brought  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  of  California,  to  recover  a  lot  included  in  the  said  quit-claim  deed 
of  the  State  board.  The  opinion  ot  the  court  rendered  in  this  case  as 
reportetl  in  5th  Sawyer'^•  report,  page  209,  was  that  the  lot  in  contro- 
versy was  situated  within  the  limits  of  the  tract  confirmed  by  the  decree- 
of  the  circuit  court  above  mentioned,  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  In 
this  opinion  the  court  said: 

"Mission  creek  never  constituted  any  portion  of  the  bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, any  more  than  the  Sacramento  river  constitutes  a  portion  of  the 
bay  of  Suisun,  or  the  Hudson  river  a  portion  of  the  bay  of  New  York. 
Again  :  "The  boundary  of  that  tract  (meaning  the  tract  confirmed  to 
the  city  by  the  decree,)  rvns  along  the  bay  on  the  line  of  ordinary  high- 
water  mark,  as  that  existed  in  1840,  crossing  the  moiithn  of  all  creeks  run- 
ning into  the  bat/,  and  that  of  Mission  creek  among  others.^'' 

When  this  matter  was  before  my  predecessors  it  was  contended  that 
this  opinion  was  not  entitled  to  the  force  of  a  decision,  among  other  rea- 
sons, because  it  was  filed  after  the  action  had  been  dismissed.  This  con- 
tention is  base4l  upon  an  affidavit  filed  in  the  Department  by  C.  C.  Tripp, 
the  party  litigant,  against  whom  the  decision  was  made  in  said  opinion. 
From  the  e  viilence  of  L.  S.  B.  Sawyer,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  which 
the  opinion  was  pronounced,  and  of  Edw,  J.  Pringle  and  Alexander 
Campbell,  counsel  for  the  defendant,  contradicting  and  refuting  the 
statements  in  Tripp's  affidavit,  1  cannot  doubt  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment in  the  note  ai>pended  to  the  oinnion  in  5tli  Sawyer,  at  page  216. 
That  note  is  as  follows : 

"The  decision  in  the  above  case  was  given  orally,  the  presiding  jus- 
tice stating  at  length  his  views,  and  observing  that  he  would  at  a  sub- 
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sequent  day  file  an  opinion  embodying:  their  substance.  A  day  was 
then  fixed  for  counsel  to  prepare  the  findings,  but  soon  afterwards  the 
case  was  settled,  and  the  suit  dismissed  by  stipulation  of  parties." 

The  fact  that  this  decision  was  orally  given  and  subsequently  writ- 
ten out  and  filed  when  the  case  was  dismissed,  in  no  respect,  I  thinks 
affects  its  character  as  an  exposition  by  a  judge  of  the  law.  It  is  a  prac- 
tice common  to  all  courts  to  deliver  oral  opinions  and  subsequently  to 
write  them  out.  The  authoritative  force  of  such  an  opinion,  will  of 
course,  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case  in  which  it  is  given, 
the  deliberation  attending  it,  the  learningof  the  judge,  the  issue  made 
by  the  record,  and  many  other  conditions  entirely  irrespective  of  the 
stage  of  the  case  or  the  time  when  the  entry  of  judgment  is  made. 

It  seems,  however  that  the  action  of  the  court  in  this  case  was  not 
regarded  at  the  General  Land  Office  as  res  adjudicata  in  the  matter  of 
the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  Strati  on  survey.  For,  some 
months  after  it  was  made  (November  11, 1878,)  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  J.  A.  Williamson,  rendered  his  decision  confirm- 
ing the  Stratton  survey  (2  C.  L.  L.,  1234).  From  this  decision,  an  ap- 
peal to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  behalf  of  the  city  and  in  discharge 
of  its  trust  to  the  lot- holders  and  for  the  benefit  of  its  inhabitants,  was 
taken  by  the  attorney  appointed  to  prosecute  the  case  for  the  city  as 
the  trustee  of  the  lands  claimed.  Whereupon  the  board  of  supervisors, 
who  had  previously  indicated  their  purpose  not  to  appeal  from  said  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  passed  a  res- 
olution characterizing  said  action  by  said  attorney  as  unauthonzed  and 
discharged  him  from  his  office. 

A  short  time  afterwards  they  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  said 
Board,  the  Stratton  survey  was  the  only  legal  and  proper  definition  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  city  and  should  be  finally  confirmed  by  the  Inte- 
rior Department.  Indeed  the  board  of  supervisors  reversed  the  posi- 
tion taken  in  the  original  protest  of  the  city  against  the  Stratton  surrey 
when  it  was  completed,  and  used  their  utmost  endeavors,  by  resolu- 
tions and  other  acts,  to  have  the  same  approved. 

Secretary  Schurz,  however,  held  that  neither  these  resolutions,  nor 
any  other  acquiescence  by  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  city,  nor  any 
assumption  by  the  State  of  California  of  the  correctness  of  said  survey, 
could  relieve  him  of  his  duty,  under  his  supervisory  or  appellate  au- 
thority, to  see  that  the  decree  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  was 
properly  executed  by  a  survey  in  conformity  with  the  boundaries  pre- 
scribed therein. 

On  the  3d  day  of  March,  1881,  he  filed  his  decision  in  the  case,  in  which 
he  substantially  sustained  the  objections  contained  in  the  original  pro- 
test of  the  city  to  the  running  of  the  boundary  line  up  Mission  Creek 
and  then  down  it. 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  487 

Tbe  Opinion  eoDcliules  as  follows:  '\voiir  dettision  upon  tbe  entire 
survey  of  the  claim,  confirmed  by  said  decree  and  Acts  of  Congress,  ex- 
cept as  herein  modified,  is  affirmed."  The  modification  alluded  to  was 
his  direction  in  conformity  to  the  recommendation  of  Surveyor-General 
Day  that  the  line  of  ordinary  high-water  mark  of  the  bay  should  be 
followed,  and  not  the  banks  of  Mission  and  other  creeks;  but  that  said 
creeks  should  be  crossed  at  their  mouths  in  following  the  line  of  the 
bay.  To  this  end  he  directed  that  a  map,  known  as  Eddy's  Red  Line 
Map,  should  be  made  the  basis  of  said  amended  survey,  which  map  the 
Secietaiy  claimed  had  been  established,  sanctioned  and  recognized  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  by  the  State  laws  and  by  the  city  for  years, 
and  contained  the  best  available  evidence  ot  the  line  of  ordinary  high- 
water  mark  of  1846,  around  that  portion  of  the  city. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Schurz's  term  of  office  and  Secretary 
Kirkwood's  appointment  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  an  application  to 
the  latter  was  made  for  a  rehearing,  in  support  of  which  a  report  from 
the  surveyor-general's  office  was  brought  to  his  attention  referring  to 
certain  representations  ofDeputiesMinto  and  Allardt  setting  forth  that 
the  red  line  on  Eddy's  map,  as  ordered  by  Mr.  Schurz,  could  not  be  fol- 
lowed ;  that  the  said  red  line  diverged  widely  from  ordinary  high-water 
mark,  at  one  point  extending  two  hundred  feet  out  into  the  bay,  at 
anotiier  running  along  the  side  and  on  the  top  of  the  bluff';  and  at  still 
another  at  an  elevation  of  sixty-eight  feet  above  tide  level ;  and  that 
the  marsh  lands  near  the  month  of  Mission  creek  were  reached  by  the 
ordinary  high  tides  and  totally  submerged,  from  one  to  eighteen  inches, 
by  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  tides  every  year. 

To  this  petition  for  a  re-hearing,  based  on  these  reports  from  the  sur- 
veyor-general's office.  Secretary  Kirkwood  issued  an  order  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  these  words:  *'I  desire  the 
survey,  ordered  by  my  predecessor^  to  be  made  at  oncCj  according  to  the 
best  judgment  of  the  surveyor-general.  When  so  made  it  will  be  a 
proper  subject  for  consideration  by  your  office  and  the  Department. 
You  will  so  instruct  the  survey  or- general  immediately. 

Mr.  Teller,  who  had  become  Mr.  Kirkwood's  successor,  was  informed 
that  the  surveyor- general  of  California  was  not  making  the  survey 
ordered  by  Mr.  Schurz,  but  was  disregarding  that  order  under  what 
he  construed  to  be  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  the  words  "  accord- 
ing to  your  best  judgment."  Thereupon  Mr.  Teller  telegraphed  the 
surveyor-geperal  to  suspend  his  operations.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  sur- 
vey and  field  notes  had  been  returned  to  his  office,  he,  notwithstanding 
Mr.  Teller's  order,  platted  and  sent  it  forward  to  the  Department  with 
his  approval.  The  survey  thus  made  was  substantially  a  repetition  of 
the  Stratton  survey. 

Another  application  was  made  by  Messrs.  Shellabarger  and  Wilson, 
attorneys  for  claimants  under  the  Stratton  survey,  to  Secretary  Teller 
that  the  whole  matter  l>e  re-heard  and  the  survey  made  by  Allardt  and 
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Miiito  confirmed.  This  motion  was  orally  argued  before  Secretary  Tel- 
ler on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1882,  and  on  July  12, 1883  (2  L.  D., 
346)*  he  rendered  his  decision  in  which  he  substantially  confirmed  that 
of  his  predecessor  and  directed  that  "  in  running  along  the  line  of 
ordinary  high-water  mark  of  the  bay,  the  main  shore  or  coast  line  of 
such  body  of  water,  identified  by  its  larger  description,  shall  be  fol- 
lowed, cutting  across  the  months  of  streams,  estuaries  and  creeks  which, 
intersecting  the  body  of  the  peninsula,  find  their  entrance  into  said 
ocean  or  bay.'' 

Instructions  in  accordance  with  this  decision  were  issued  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  United  States  surveyor- 
general  of  California,  in  obedience  to  which  the  deputy-surveyor,  F. 
Yon  Licht,  proceeded  to  make  a  survey  of  said  lands,  a  map  of  which, 
with  his  report,  was  sent  on  to  Washington.  Said  deputy-surveyor, 
however,  in  certifying  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  instructions  re- 
ceived, stated  that  it  was  his  belief,  based  upon  close  inspection  of  the 
ground  and  investigations  made,  that  the  survey  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  decree  of  the  United  States  circuit  court. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  case  it  is  proper  to  state  that  before 
action  was  taken  in  the  Land  Office  on  this  survey,  a  mandamus  was  sued 
for,  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  relation 
of  the  citj'  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  to  compel  the  Commissioner  to 
issue  the  patent  in  accordance  with'  the  Stratton  survey  upon  the  ground 
that  the  original  opinion  of  Land  Commissioner  Williamson,  approving 
that  survey,  was  final,  and  that  no  appeal  lies  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  the  matter  of  surveys  of  private  land  claims.  The  court, 
after  argument,  denied  the  writ. 

A  resolution  was  also  introduced  in  the  48th  Congress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  interfering  with  the  issue  of  any  patent  based  upon  any  other 
than  the  Stratton  survey.  Upon  this  latter  resolution  the  judiciary 
committee  made  a  report  holding  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was 
the  supervisory  head  of  the  Department ;  that  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  was  his  subordinate;  that  no  action  of  the  latter  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  appeal  to  the  former;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
had  good  reason  for  deciding  that  the  boundary  line  of  San  Francisco 
must  run  along  the  bay  and  cross  the  mouths  of  the  estuaries  and  creeks 
from  headland  to  headland  thereof;  and  that  if  the  grantees  of  the 
State  or  others  had  superior  rights  to  those  of  the  city,  they  could  assert 
them  in  the  courts  of  the  country  without  any  legislative  assistance,  and 
therefore  recommended  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Pending  these  proceedings  in  the  court  and  in  Congress,  the  Von 
Licht  survey  was  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  and  on  June  20,  1884,  the  patent  of  the  United  States  in  accord- 
ance therewith  was  issued  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  signed  by  the 
President,  recorded  in  the  Department,  forwarded  to  the  mayor  of  San 

*  See  aUo  2  L.  D.,  :i53. 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  489 

Francisco,  and  accepted  in  bebalf  of  the  city  and  county.  The  city, 
now,  by  its  attorneys,  insists  upon  the  correctness  and  legality  of  said 
patent  and  protests  against  its  cancellation  and  the  issue  of  any  other 
patent. 

The  decisions  of  Secretaries  Schurz  and  Teller,  above  referred  to, 
were  made  after  hearing  extended  argument  by  counsel,  and  after  elab- 
orate examination.  Every  important  consideration  bearing  upon  the 
subje'it  which  has  been  pressed  upon  me  was  fully  presented  to  them. 
The  correctness  of  the  Stratton  survey  itself;  the  recognition  of  the  Strat- 
ton  survey  by  the  supervisors  of  the  city;  their  acquiescence  in  numer- 
ous acts  of  the  State  assuming  the  Stratton  survey  to  be  correct,  and 
the  consequent  estoppel  upon  them  to  contest  its  correctness;  the  con- 
clusiveness of  the  approval  of  the  survey  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office ;  the  refusal  of  the  supervisors  of  the  cit^-  to  order 
an  appeal  from  his  decision ;  the  consequent  invalidity  of  the  action  of 
the  city  attorney  in  making  an  appeal  or  attempting  to  make  one;  the 
want  of  any  appellate  authority  whatever  over  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  respecting  matters  of  surveys  of  private  land  claims ; 
the  impossibility  of  complying  with  the  directions  given  by  Secretary 
Schurz  and  reiterated  by  Secretary  Teller  for  the  new  surveys;  were  all 
argued  before  the  two  Secretaries  above  named  and  were  disposed  of 
by  them  in  carefully  prepared  opinions. 

1  am  now  asked  to  treat  this  consideration  and  judgment  of  my  pre- 
decessors, as  well  as  the  opinion  pronounced  by  the  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  as  recorded  in  the  official  reports  of  its  de- 
cisions, as  of  no  validity ;  to  hold  that  my  i)redecessors  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  review  the  act  of  the  Commissioner;  that  the  circuit  court  had 
DO  jurisdiction  to  render  the  decision  it  pronounced;  and  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  was  the  only  officer  clothed  with 
lawful  authority  to  determine  tbe  validity  of  the  survey  of  the  land  con- 
firmed to  the  city.  In  other  words,  I  am  called  upon  to  disregard  as 
null  the  action  of  my  lU'edecessors  and  to  reopen  the  question  as  to  the 
title  of  the  city  to  the  land  covered  by  the  patent  issued  to  it. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  application  does  not  ask  that  I,  as  the 
supervising  authority  of  this  Department,  should  review  and  correct  its 
previous  action  in  a  case  undisposed  of  and  still  pending  in  the  Depart- 
ment. The  question  presented  is  whether  when  a  contest  for  title  is 
once  closed  by  the  issue  of  a  patent  to  a  claimant,  which  is  accepted  by 
such  claimant,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  over  that 
title  continues.  In  other  words,  when  the  Land  Department,  acting 
within  the  scope  of  its  authority,  issues  a  patent  which  is  delivej;ed  to 
and  accepted  by  the  grantee,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  the  right 
to  annul  that  patent  and  issue  another  and  a  different  one  in  its  stead. 

In  Moore  r,  Bobbins  (96  U.  S.,  530)  the  court  said : 

"While  conceding  for  the  present  to  the  fullest  extent  that  when 
there  is  a  question  of  contested  right  between  private  parties  to  receive 
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froQi  the  United  States  a  patent  for  anv  part  of  the  public  lauds,  it  be- 
long:s  to  the  head  of  the  Land  Depaitment  to  decide  that  question,  it 
is  equally  clear  that  when  the  patent  has  been  awarded  to  one  of  the 
contestants  and  has  been  issued,  delivered  and  accepted,  all  right  to 
control  the  title  or  to  decide  on  the  rijrht  to  the  title  has  passed  from 
the  Land  Office.  Not  only  has  it  pasned  from  the  Land  Office^  but  it  ha^ 
pasMedfrom  the  executive  department  of  the  government^  The  court  goe* 
on  to  say,  "  The  offices  of  Kegister  and  Receiver  and  Commissioner  are 
created  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  supervising  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  and  it  is  a  ])art  of  their  daily  business  to  decide  when  a  party 
has  by  purchase,  by  pre-emption,  or  by  any  other  recognized  mode  es- 
tablished a  right  to  receive  from  the  government  a  title  to  any  part  of 
the  public  domain.  This  decision  is  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Secre- 
tary if  taken  in  time,  but  if  no  such  appeal  be  taken,  and  the  patent 
issued  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  and  signed  by  the  President^ 
is  deh'vered  to  and  accepted  by  the  part}*,  the  title  of  the  government 
passes  with  this  ileJivery.  With  the  title  passes  away  all  authority  or 
control  of  the  executive  department  over  the  land  and  over  the  title 
which  it  has  conveyed.  It  would  be  as  Reasonable  to  hold  that  any- 
private  owner  of  land  who  has  conveyed  it  to  another  can  of  his  own 
volition  recall,  cancel  or  annul  the  instrument  which  he  h;is  made  and 
delivered.  If  fraud,  mistake,  error  or  wrong  has  been  done  the  court* 
of  justice  i>resent  the  only  remedy.  These  courts  are  as  open  to  the 
United  States  to  sue  ft>r  the  cancellation  of  the  deed  or  reconveyance 
of  the  land  as  to  individuals,  and  if  the  government  is  the  party  injured 
this  is  the  proper  coarse.''  Again  the  court  says,  the  functions  of  the 
executive  departmenr. ''necessarily  cease  when  the  title  has  passed  from 
the  government,  and  the  title  does  so  pass  in  every  instauce  where, 
under  the  decisions  of  the  officers  having  authority  in  the  matter,  a  con- 
veyance generally  called  a  patent  has  been  signed  by  the  President  and 
sealed  and  delivered  to  and  accepted  by  the  grantee.  It  is  a  matter  of 
course  that  after  this  is  done  neither  the  Secretary  nor  any  other  execa- 
tive  officer  can  entertain  an  appeal.  He  is  absolutely  without  authority. 
If  this  were  not  so  the  titles  derived  from  the  United  States  instead  of 
being  the  safe  and  assured  evidence  of  ownership  which  they  are  gen- 
erally supposed  to  be,  would  be  always  subject  to  the  fluctuating  and 
in  many  cases  unreliable  action  of  the  Land  Office.  No  man  could  buy 
of  the  grantee  with  safety  because  he  could  only  convey  subject  to  the 
right  of  the  officers  of  the  government  to  annul  his  title.  If  such  a 
power  exists  when  does  it  cease  I  There  is  no  statute  of  limitations 
against  the  government  and  if  this  right  to  reconsider  and  annul  a  pat- 
ent after  it  has  once  become  perfect  exists  in  the  executive  department 
it  can  be  exercised  at  any  time,  however  remote.  It  is  needless  to 
pursue  the  subject  further,  the  existence  of  any  such  power  in  the  land 
department  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  universal  principle  on  which 
the  right  of  private  property  is  founded.  The  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  therefore  in  Moore's  case  was  made  without  authority  and 
is  utterly  void  and  he  has  a  title  perfect  both  at  law  and  in  equity." 

The  court  here  re-affirms  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Johnson  v.  Tows- 
ley  (13  Wallace,  72,)  in  the  following  language: 

^^  The  decision  of  the  officers  of  the  land  department  made  within  the 
scope  of  their  authority  on  questions  of  this  kind  is,  in  general,  conclu- 
sive everywhere,  except  when  reconsidered  by  tcay  of  appeal  within  that 
department]  and  that  as  to  the  facts  on  which  their  decision  is  hasedfin 
the  absence  of  fraud  or  mistake  that  decision  is  conclusive  even  in  courts 
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of  justice  when  the  title  afterwards  comes  in  question  ;  but  that  in  this 
class  of  cases  asiu  all  others  there  exists  iu  courts  of  equity  the  jurisdic- 
tiou  to  correct  mistakes,  to  relieve  against  frauds  and  impositions,  and 
in  cases  where  it  is  clear  that  those  officers  have  by  a  mistake  of  the 
law  given  to  one  man  the  laud  which  on  the  undisputed  facts  belonged 
to  another,  to  give  appropriate  relief." 

If,  now,  I  should,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  did  in  Moore's  case, 
after  the  patent  has  been  issued  by  the  Land  Office ;  signed  by  the 
President,  sealed  and  delivered  to  and  accepted  by  the  City  of  San 
Francisco,  order  that  patent  to  be  recalled  and  another  one  issued,  the 
supreme  court  would  be  bound  to  say  under  this  decision  that  ''  The 
order  of  tiie  Secretary  was  made  without  authority  and  is  utterly  void.'^ 

The  supreme  court  expressly  says  that  after  this  is  done  neither  the 
Secretary  nor  any  other  executive  officer  can  entertain  an  appeal.  In 
Steele  v.  The  Smelting  Company  (106  U.  S.,  450)  the  court  says: 

"  We  have  so  often  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  land  department,  the 
object  of  its  creation,  and  the  powers  it  possesses  in  the  alienation  by 
patent  of  portions  of  the  public  lands,  that  it  creates  an  unpleasant  sur- 
prise to  find  that  counsel,  in  discussing  the  effect  to  be  given  to  the 
action  of  that  department,  overlook  our  decisions  on  the  subject." 

After  reviewing  these  decisions  the  court  uses  the  following  language : 

"So  with  a  patent  for  land  of  the  United  States,  which  is  the  result  of 
the  judgment  upon  the  right  of  the  patentee  by  that  department  of  the 
government,  to  which  the  alienation  of  the  public  lands  is  confided,  the 
remedy  of  the  aggrieved  party  must  be  sought  by  him  in  a  court  of 
equity,  if  he  possess  such  an  equitable  right  to  the  premises  as  would 
give  him  the  title  if  the  patent  were  out  of  the  way.  If  he  occupy  with 
respect  to  the  land  no  such  position  as  this,  he  can  only  apply  to  the 
officers  of  the  government  to  take  measures  in  its  name  to  vacate  the 
patent  or  limit  its  operation.  •  *  •  It  cannot  be  vacated  or  limited 
by  the  officers  themselves.  Their  power  over  the  land  is  ended  when  a 
patent  is  issued  and  placed  on  the  records  of  the  Department;  this  can 
be  accomplished  only  by  regular  judicial  proceedings,  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  government  for  that  special  purpose." 

From  these  and  numerous  other  decisions  that  might  be  cited  to  the 
same  effect,  denying  all  authority  whatever  in  the  Interior  Department 
to  recall  or  cancel  a  patent  once  issued  by  its  orders,  I  can  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  if  every  allegation  of  those  who  make  this 
application  could  be  established,  as  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  patent  was  issued,  as  to  the  unwise  and  erroneous  action  of  Secre- 
tary Schurzand  Secretary  Teller,  their  errors  of  law  in  the  case  or  mis- 
take of  facts ',  the  formal  defect  in  the  proceedings  for  appeal  made  to 
Secretary  Schurz;  the  only  remedy  is  with  the  judiciary  and  not  in  any 
authority  vested  in  the  head  of  this  Department  over  the  subject. 

The  case  of  Adams  against  Norris  (103  U.  S.,  591)  is  cited  as  being 
an  authority  for  the  power  which  I  am  here  asked  to  exercise.  That 
was  a  case  where  a  patent  was  issued  for  a  [)ortion  of  the  Mexican  land 
grant  confirmed  by  the  circuit  court.    Subsequently,  finding  that  the 
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patent  did  not  cover  all  the  land  granted  and  confirmed,  a  new  pat'ent 
wan  issued  for  the  whole, — the  first  in  1866  and  the  last  in  1870. 

The  court  say  of  these  two  patents :  "  If  the  conveyance  of  1866 
passed  the  title  to  the  claimants  of  a  part  of  the  land  recovered  by  their 
confirmed  grant,  there  is  no  reason  why  an  additional  patent  should  not 
convey  the  remainder  when  the  proper  officer  became  satisfied  that  the 
first  did  not  convey  all  that  had  been  confirmed  to  them."  It  so  hap- 
pended  in  this  case  that,  in  addition  to  the  land  omitted  in  the  first  pat- 
ent, the  last  patent  purported  to  convey  also  what  was  already  patented, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  this  patent  covering  the  whole  claim, 
as  well  that  included  in  the  first  patent  as  that  in  the  last,  was  on  that 
account  invalid.  The  court  said  not ;  "  The  deeds  are  not  in  conflict. 
If  the  power  of  the  Land  Office  was  exhausted  by  the  first  deed,  it 
teas  only  so  as  to  the  land  which  it  included.  The  legal  title  to  that  alone 
could  pass  by  that  patent,  and  if  the  title  to  the  laud  now  in  question 
remained  in  the  government,  the  patent  of  1870  was  sufficient  to  con- 
vey it."  The  whole  force  of  the  decision  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  does  not 
subtract  in  any  way  whatever  from  the  right  conveyed  to  the  grantee 
by  the  first  patent,  but  simply  covers  land  omitted  from  that  patent 
which  was  included  in  the  grant.  Clearly  there  was  no  objection  to  the 
issue  of  a  second  patent  for  the  land  omitted.  Indeed,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Department  to  do  so.  If  three  parcels  should  be  confirmed  to  a 
claimant  and  a  patent  should  be  issued  for  only  two  of  them  a  sub- 
sequent patent  might  be  issued  for  the  third  one  and  ought  to  be. 
AVhilst  there  might  be  an  objection  to  issuing  a  new  patent  for  the 
whole  three,  except  as  to  the  land  not  embraced  in  the  original  patent, 
no  additional  title  would  be  transferred  thereby.  But  that  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  any  attempt  to  recall  a  title  which  has  once  been 
l^assed  by  a  patent  issued.  If  an  individu<al  intending  to  convey  three 
lots  should,  by  mistake,  only  describe  two,  he,  of  course,  might  make 
a  separate  conveyance  of  the  third,  or  a  new  conveyance  embracing  all 
three,  but  he  could  not  recall  the  title  which  he  had  originally  given. 
The  Land  Office  may  make  as  many  patents  as  may  be  necessary  to  con- 
vey all  that  has  been  granted  and  confirmed  to  a  claimant,  but  that  does 
not  give  it  the  right  to  recall  a  title  that  has  once  passed  from  it  A 
recall  cannot  be  accomplished  except  through  regular  judicial  proceed- 
ings. 

The  rule  of  the  Department  in  reference  to  the  opening  of  a  matter  by 
one  Secretary  which  has  been  formally  adjudicated  and  closed  by  his 
predecessor,  is  well  settled.  The  almost  uninterrupted  current  of  au- 
thorities on  this  point  sustains  the  general, proposition  that  a  Secretary 
has  no  power  or  authority  to  revise  or  reverse  the  final  decree  of  his 
predecessor  in  a  matter  properlj^  before  him.  2  C.  L.  O.,  83  ;  (2  Opin. 
Atty.  Genl.  9;  Id.,  464;  4  Opin.,  431 ;  5  Opin.,  29;  Id.,  123;  9  Opin., 
101 ,  301,  387  ;  12  Opin.,  358 ;  13  Opin.,  35 ;  Id.,  226  ;  Id.,  457 ;  15  Peters 
401;  Sec'y's.,  Dec,  Beaubien  &  Miranda  case,  July  28,1871).    That 
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there  may  l>e  and  are  exceptioual  cases  i^hich  justify  a  departure  from 
the  general  rule  is  undoubtedly  true.  Among  them  is  the  case  where 
the  action  of  a  previous  Secretary  was  without  jurisdiction  and  void ; 
it  is,  of  course,  not  then  binding  upon  his  successor. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  patent  under  consideration  is  null  and  void  for 
the  reason  that  Secretary  Schurz  had  no  authority  to  modify  or  reverse 
the  action  of  Commissioner  Williamson  in  approving  the  Stnitton  sur- 
vey. My  authority  is  no  greater  than  his,  and  if  he  had  no  authority 
to  reverse  Commissioner  Williamson's  decision  approving  the  Strattou 
survey  btfore  any  patent  was  issued,  I  certainly  have  none  to  reverse 
Land  Commissioner  McFarland's  decision  approving  the  Von  Licht  sur- 
vey, especially  after  the  patent  is  issued.  'If  Secretary  Teller  had  no 
authority  to  direct  the  Commissioner  to  issue  a  patent  on  the  Von  Licht 
survey,  I  certainly  have  none  to  direct  Commissioner  Sparks  to  issue  a 
patent  on  the  Stratton  survey. 

In  view  of  the  earnestness  with  which  it  is  insisted  that  the  Secre- 
retary  of  the  Interior  has  not  the  power  to  reverse  the  action  of  the 
Commissioner  upon  the  survey  of  a  private  land  claim  pending  before 
him,  I  deem  it  proper  to  pass  upon  the  proposition  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  it  at  rest;  at  least  until  it  has  received  an  authoritative  deter- 
mination superior  to  my  own. 

By  various  acts  of  Congress  the  powers  of  the  Department  are 
clearly  defined. 

These  acts  are,  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  me  at  present  to  con- 
sider them,  embodied  in  the  Kevised  Statutes.  Title  XI  treats  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  and  makes  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior the  head  thereof.  The  second  Chapter  (Section  441)  declares 
that  the  Secretary  is  charged  with  the  supervision  of  public  business 
relating  to  many  subjects,  among  which  are  enumerated  ^^  public  lands, 
including  mines''.  The  third  Chapter  (Section  453)  provides  as  follows : 
<'  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  perform,  under 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  all  executive  duties  apper- 
taining to  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  wise  respecting  such  public  lands,  and,  also,  such  as 
relate  to  the  private  claims  of  land,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  for  all 
(grants)  of  land  under  the  authority  of  the  government".  The  position 
of  the  applicants  against  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  to  review  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  rests  upon 
the  ground  that  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  in  passing  upon  the 
correctness  of  surveys  of  private  laud  claims  is  a  quasi  judicial  pro- 
ceeding and  therefor  not  subject  to  review,  as  no  appeal  to  the  Secre- 
tary in  such  cases  is  specifically  provided.  Passing  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  surveys  of  private  laud  claims  made  by  subordinate  officers 
necessarily  Involves  the  exercise  of  judgment  and  may  properly  be 
called  a  quasi  judicial  proceeding;  but  it  is  none  the  less  a  proceeding 
taken  in  the  discharge  of  an  executive  duty  of  the  Commissioner, 
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within  the  meaniug  of  .section  453,  and  as  such  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  by  the  express  terms  of  that  section.  It  is  also  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  by  virtue  of  section  44 L,  as  a  proceed- 
ing relating  to  the  public  lands,  inasmuch  as  a  government  survey  of  a 
private  claim  is  necessary*  to  segregate  the  lands  included  within  the 
grant  from  the  public  domain. 

There  seems  to  be  some  misapprehension  as  to  the  meaniug  of  the 
term  *'  executive  duty  ■\  The  executive  duties  of  any  one  of  the  Depart- 
ments are  such  as  are  required  of  its  officers  in  the  administration  of 
the  law  upon  the  subjects  under  its  jurisdiction.  They  are  not  the  less 
executive  duties  because  they  require  in  their  ])erformanee  the  exam- 
ination of  evidence  and  the  exercise  of  judgment  thereon.  All  execu- 
tive dutifs  which  are  anything  beyond  the  performance  of  ministerial 
acts,  involve  the  exercise  of  jndgment,  such  as  examination,  decision 
and  final  judgment,  but  they  are  not  judicial  acts  in  the  sense  that  they 
can  only  be  the  subject  of  review  by  judicial  tribunals  or  upon  a  formal 
appeal  to  some  higher  judicial  authority.  There  is  hardly  an  act  of 
any  moment  i>erformed  in  an  executive  Department  which  would  not, 
if  such  were  the  case,  be  taken  from  the  supervision  and  control  of  itB 
head. 

The  statutes  in  placing  the  whole  business  of  the  Department  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Secretary,  invest  him  with  authority  to  review, 
reverse,  amend,  annul  or  aftirm  all  proceedings  in  the  Department 
having  for  their  ultimate  object  to  secure  the  alienation  of  any  portion 
of  the  public  lands,  or  the  adjustment  of  private  claims  to  lands  with  a 
just  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  public  and  of  private  parties.  Such 
supervision  may  be  exercised  by  direct  orders  or  by  review  on  appeals. 
The  mode  in  which  the  supervision  shall  be  exercised  in  the  absence 
of  statutory  direction  may  be  prescribed  by  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  the  Secretar3'  may  adopt.  When  proce/cdings  aiiecting  titles  lo  lands 
are  before  the  Department  the  power  of  supervision  may  be  exercised 
by  the  Secretary  whether  or  not  these  proceeilings  are  called  to  his 
attention  by  formal  notice  or  by  appeal.  It  is  sufficient  that  they  are 
brought  to  his  notice.  The  rules  prescribed  are  designed  to  facilitate 
the  Department  in  the  despatch  of  business,  not  to  defeat  the  super- 
vision of  the  Secretary.  For  example,  if,  when  a  patent  is  about  to 
issue,  the  Secretary  should  discover  a  fatal  defect  in  the  proceedings, 
or  that  by  reason  of  some  newly  ascertained  fact  the  patent,  if  issued, 
would  have  to  be  annulled,  and  that  it  would  be  his  duty  to  ask  the 
Attorney-General  to  institute  proceedings  for  its  annulment,  it  would 
hardly  be  seriously  contended  that  the  Secretary  might  not  interfere 
and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  patent.  He  could  not  be  obliged  to 
sit  quietly  and  allow  a  proceeding  to  be  consummated  which  it  would  be 
immediately  his  duty  to  ask  the  Attorney-General  to  take  measures  to 
annul.  It  would  not  be  a  sufiicient  answer  against  the  exercise  of  his 
power  that  no  appeal  hail  been  taken  to  him  and  therefore  he  was  with 
out  authoritv  in  the  matter. 
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The  case  of  Butterwortb  v.  Hoe  (112  U.  S.  50)  does  not  at  all  conflict 
^vitb  this  view.  There  the  words:  "supervision  and  direction"  of  the 
Secretary  were  not  held  to  give  jurisdiction  to  revise'the  action  of  the 
Oommissioner  of  Patents  in  issuing  a  patent,  for  the  reason  that  the 
law  had  provided  an  appeal  from  his  decision  in  such  cases  to  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  provision  for  that  mode 
of  review  necessarily  operated  as  a  limitation  to  what  would  otherwise 
have  been  the  natural  meaning  of  the  terra  "  supervision  and  direction". 
Said  the  court,  after  referring  to  the  legislation  on  this  subject:  "Con- 
gress has  thus  provided  four  tribunals  for  hearing  applications  for 
patents,  with  three  successive  ajjpeals,  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  not  included,  giving  jurisdiction,  in  appeals  from  the  Com- 
missioner, to  a  judicial  body,  independcTit  of  the  !>e])artment,  as  though 
he  were  the  highest  authority  on  the  subject  within  it.  And  to  say 
that,  under  the  name  of  direction  and  superintendence,  the  Secretary 
may  annul  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  District,  sitting  on 
appeal  from  the  Commissioner,  by  directing  the  latter  to  disregard  it, 
is  to  construe  a  statute  so  as  to  make  one  part  repeal  another,  when  it 
is  evident  both  were  intended  to  coexist  without  conflict". 

The  language  of  the  act  of  July  1,  1864,  (13  Stat.,  332)  which  pro- 
vides for  the  issue  of  a  patent  after  the  approval  of  the  survey  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  is  to  be  read  in  connection 
with  the  Ecvised  Statutes  subsequently  adopted,  placing  all  the  busi- 
ness relating  to  the  survey  of  private  claims  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  ot  the  Secretary. 

The  argument  based  on  the  change  of  the  mere  verbiage  of  the  stat- 
ote  of  1849  to  the  words  contained  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  does  not 
impress  my  mind.  It  applies  with  as  much  force  to  the  Indian  Bureau 
as  to  the  Land  Office.  If  admitted,  the  Secretary  would  be  not  only 
deprived,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  of  any  appellate  power  over 
all  the  Bureaus  of  the  Department,  but  shorn  of  any  power  which  ren- 
ders his  supervision  and  direction  eflectual.  Ko  case  has  been  brought 
to  my  attention  supporting  a  construction  so  directly  against  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Department,  and  which,  if  sustained,  would  work  such  a 
radical  change  in  its  organization.  On  the  contrary,  running  through 
the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court,  as  well  after  as  before  the  adoption 
of  the  Revised  Statutes,  this  appellate  power  is  recognized  and  asserted 
as  clear  and  undeniable.  Such  recognition  and  assertion  is  distinctly 
made  in  the  cases  already  cited  for  another  purpose.  Among  numer- 
ous cases  that  of  Lee  v,  Johnson,  (116  U.  S.,  page  48,)  decided  in  the 
October  term  of  1885,  may  be  cited.  In  that  case,  one,  Enos  Johnson, 
entered  the  land  in  controversy  under  the  homestead  laws.  On  account 
of  certain  acts  which  one  Lee  contended  amounted  to  an  abandonment 
of  the  land,  a  contest  was  initiated  between  Johnson  and  Lee.  The 
Commissioner  decided  in  favor  of  Johnson  and  on  appeal  the  decision 
was  reversed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  entry  ordered 
to  be  canceled.    The  case  coming  before  the  supreme  court  on  appeal, 
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the  coart  uses  the  following  langaage :  ''  So  in  the  present  case  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  came  to  the  conclasion,  from  the  evidence 
retarne<l  by  the  register,  that  Johnson  must  be  considered  not  as  a 
bona  fide  homestead  claimant  acting  in  good  faith,  bat  as  one  seeking, 
by  a  seeming  compliance  with  the  forms  of  law,  to  obtain  a  tract  of 
land  for  his  son-in-law  who  had  previously  exhausted  his  homestead 
privileges,  observing  that  the  element  of  good  faith  is  the  essential 
foundation  of  all  valid  claims  under  the  homestead  law.  Under  these 
circumstances,  so  far  from  having  exceeded  his  jurisdiction  in  directing 
a  cancellation  of  the  entry,  he  was  exercising  only  that  just  supervision 
which  the  law  vests  in  him  over  ail  proceedings  instituted  to  acquire 
portions  of  the  public  land." 

Such  being  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  supervisory  and  directory 
authority  of  the  Secretary,  he  had  jurisdiction  to  revise  the  action  of 
the  Commissioner  upon  survey  of  the  claim  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco^ 
whenever  his  attention  was  called  to  it,  whether  in  a  formal  way  by 
appeal,  or  in  any  other  manner.  In  point  of  fact,  an  appeal  was  regu- 
larly and  formally  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  by  the 
special  attorney  of  the  City.  It  is  true  that  the  supervisors,  in  whom 
the  legislative  power  of  the  municipality  lies,  voted  not  to  appeal  from 
the  decision,  but  the  special  attorney  rightfully  regarded  the  city  as  a 
trustee  for  the  lot-holders,  to  whose  benefit  the  confirmation  inured. 
The. concluding  terms  of  that  confirmation  are:  ^^  This  confirmation  is 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  lot  holders  under  grants  from  the  pueblo 
or  City  of  San  Francisco,  or  other  competent  authority,  and  as  to  any 
residue  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City.'' 

The  appeal  of  the  city  attorney,  or  as  it  has  been  called,  ''notice  of 
the  appeal,^  is  in  these  words : 

"In  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 

^^ General  Land  Office. 

"The  City  of  San  Francisco  and  its  successor,  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco,  in  discharge  of  its  truntfor  the  benefit  of  the  lot-holders 
under  grants  from  the  pueblo,  town  or  city  of  San  Francisco,  or  other 
competent  authority,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city^ 
created  by  the  final  decree  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,'^ 

....  "hereby  appeals  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior from  the  decision  of  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,"  etc.,  approving  the  Stratton  survey. 

True,  the  supervisors  passed  a  resolution  chara<)terizing  the  appeal  as 
unauthorized,  but  they  neither  dismissed  the  appeal,  nor  did  they  with- 
draw their  protest  against  the  survey.  On  the  contrary,  they  passed  the 
following  resolution:  "Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
before  whom  the  matter  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  the  pueblo  decis- 
ion which  relates  to  the  presidio  reservation  of  San  Francisco,  is  now 
pending,  be  requested  to  take  up  and  decide  said  case  without  further 
delay,  and  that  the  officials  of  this  city  and  county  be  directed  not  to 
ask  for  further  postponement  of  said  cause  on  behalf  of  said  city ;"  thus 
recognizing  that  the  case  was  pending  before  the  Secretary. 
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iDdependently,  however,  of  the  regularity  of  the  appeal,  I  believe  Sec- 
retary Schurz  and  Secretary  Teller  both,  so  loDg  as  the  case  was  undis- 
posed of,  had  jurisdiction  to  order  a  re-survey  by  virtue  of  their  super- 
visory authority  over  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in 
the  matter  of  surveys  of  private  land  claims.  The  law  places  the  Sec- 
retary at  the  head  of  the  Land  Department  and  makes  it  his  duty  to 
see  that  the  laws  of  Congress  respecting  private  land  claims  are  carried 
oat,  and  if  knowledge  comes  to  him  in  any  way  that  the  Commissioner 
has  approved  of  any  survey  which  is  not  authorized  by  law,  he  has  au- 
thority, whether  an  appeal  be  taken  or  not,  to  review  the  action  of 
the  Commissioner,  and  to  overrule  it  if  it  be  erroneous.  He  cannot 
allow  the  government  to  be  despoiled  through  what  he  deems  to  be  a 
mistake  in  fact,  or  error  in  law,  or  any  remissness  on  the  part  of  any 
subordinate  under  him.  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  Secretary  Schurz 
that  the  act  of  Congress  requiied  the  survey  to  follow  the  decree,  and 
that  the  city  could  not,  by  any  act  of  its  own,  either  by  a  formal  dec- 
laration, or  in  any  other  way,  change  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  In- 
terior Department,  or  affect  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  or  of  lot- 
holders  claiming  under  the  city.  The  city  did  not  own  the  land.  She 
was  a  trustee  of  it, — a  trustee  of  the  title  for  parties  claiming  under  its 
conveyance,  or  occupying  lots  within  its  limits,  and  should  not  be  al- 
lowed, being  such  trustee,  to  so  control  the  case  as  to  defeat  the  rights 
of  the  cestui  que  trust  When,  therefore,  the  attorney  took  the  appeal 
for  the  benefit  of  these  cestuis  que  trust  the  municipal  authorities  of  the 
city  could  not  despoil  them  by  repudiating  the  appeal. 

But  even  assuming  that  I  have  full  authority  to  do  what  this  appli- 
ration  asks,  I  leel  it  my  duty  to  say  that  I  concur  fully  with  Secretary 
Schurz  and  Secretary  Teller  in  holding  that  the  Strattou  survey  was 
erroneous  both  as  to  law  and  fact ;  and  also  in  deciding  that  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  as  fixed  in  the  decree  of  the  circuit 
court  must  run  along  the  bay  and  cross  the  mouths  of  Mission  creek 
and  other  creeks  from  headlund  to  headland.  The  law  controlling  such 
cases  is  well  settled.  What  the  surveyor  had  to  do  was  to  set  off  a 
tract  of  four  square  leagues  on  the  extreme  upper  portion  of  the  penin- 
sula of  San  Francisco  above  high-water  mark,  as  the  same  existed  at 
the  date  of  conquest,  Jul}'  7,  1846,  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the 
Bay  of  San  Francisco^  on  the  west  by  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  on  the 
south  by  a  due  east  and  west  line  drawn  so  as  to  include  the  four  square 
leagues.  The  only  difficulty  in  making  this  survey  seems  to  have  been 
the  *'  high  water  mark  of  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco,  as  it  existed  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1846,"  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Stratton  in  his  report  as  quoted  by  counsel  for  the  applicants, 
says: 

*'On  account  of  thenatural  and  artificial  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  the  water  line  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  since  its  occupation  by  the 
Americans,  in  establishing  the  line  of  ordinary  high  tide  from  the  point 
2278  DEC 32 
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San  Jose  Military  Reservation  to  the  mouth  of  Mission  creek,  I  was 
compelled  to  rely  entirely  apou  the  first  official  map  of  said  city,  the 
map  made  by  Wm.  M.  Eddy,  the  first  city  aud  county  surveyor.  A 
traced  copy  of  the  water  line  portion  of  said  majp,  certified  by  the  pres- 
ent city  and  county  surveyor,  Geo.  C.  Potter,  on  which  the  distances  to 
the  water  line  at  the  difierent  angles,  as  measured  on  said  map,  are 
marked,  and  which  was  the  basis  of  my  calculations  of  the  meander 
lines,  will  accompany  these  notes." 

It  is  apparent  from  this  extract,  first,  that  it  was  impossible  to  sur- 
vey this  line  in  the  open  field ;  and,  second,  that  this  part  of  the  sur- 
vey, as  reported  by  Stratton,  was  copied  by  him  from  a  map,  and  not 
done  in  the  open  field.  If  the  natural  water  line  of  the  bay  had  been  so 
efiaced  that  it  could  not  be  found  by  actual  inspection,  it  was  his  duty 
to  seek  for  the  evidence  of  its  original  position  and  so  run  the  survey  as 
to  make  its  line  coincide  with  the  natural  line  called  for  in  the  grant. 
Kow  it  is  in  evidence  in  this  case  that  as  early  as  1852  a  survey  of  the 
natural  high  water  mark  of  this  bay  had  already  been  made  by  officers 
of  the  United  States  government,  charged  with  this  duty  by  statute  and 
by  Executive  order,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  coast  line  itself 
for  all  purposes  relating  to  governmental  administration.  The  follow- 
ing affidavit  is  on  file  among  the  papers  in  the  case: 

In  the  Department  of  the  Interior.    In  the  matter  of  the  survey  of  the 

pueblo  lands  of  San  Francisco. 

United  States  op  America, 

District. of  California,  88: 

Augustus  F.  Rodgers,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says, 
that  since  1851,  he  has  been  stationed  in  California,  (except  eighteen 
months  between  1867  and  1869)  in  charge  of  the  United  States  Survey 
of  the  coast  thereof,  including  the  peninsula  of  San  Francisco ;  that  the 
traced  chart  or  map,  entitled  *•  Map  showing  the  line  of  ordinary  high- 
water  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  peninsula  of  San  Francisco  from 
Kincon  Point  to  and  including  Islais  Creek  as  surveyed  by  the  Coast 
Survey  of  the  United  States,  1852"  hereto  annexed,  was  prepared  from 
the  published  surveys  of  the  Coast  Survey  of  the  United  States  and  that 
the  line  laid  down  on  that  map  in  blue  pencil,  from  Bincon  Point  around 
Mission  Bay  to  and  including  Islais  Greek  and  crossing  Mission  and  Islaut 
CreekSj  is  a  true  delineation  of  the  line  of  ordinary  high  water  mark  as  it 
existed  when  he  first  knew  it  in  the  year  1852. 

And  deponent  further  saith  that,  in  determinining  a  boundary  line 
stated  as  the  line  of  *' ordinary  high  water  mark"  on  the  bay  of  San 
Francisco,  there  can  be  no  other  course  than  to  follow  the  stated  line  of 
ordinary  high  tide  on  the  shore  of  the  hay,  crossing  the  mouths  of  all  in- 
ferior tidal  streams  or  estuaries^  many  of  which  empty  into  San  Francisco 
Bay  at  different  points^  and  not  to  follow  the  meanders  of  any  such  inferior 
tidal  streams  or  estuariesJ*^ 

AUG.  P.  EODGERS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  November,  1882. 
[seal.]  L.  S.  B.  SAWYER, 

Corner  and  Clerk  of  U.  8.  Circuit  Court 

9th  Judicial  Cir^t  Dist  Cal 
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It  thus  appears  that  the  survey  of  San  Francisco  Bay  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  Coast  Survey,  included  the  line  of  high  water  mark,  the 
very  line  called  for  in  this  case  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  city,  and 
that  the  line  established  in  this  survey  crossed  Mission  Creek,  thus 
coinciding  with  the  line  indicated  by  Eddy's  Red  Line  Map  which  Secre- 
tary Schurz  directed  as  the  basis  of  the  amended  survey  ordered  by  him. 
The  charts  and  records  of  this  survey,  made  under  the  most  thorough 
and  scientific  methods,  were  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Coast  Survey  of 
San  Francisco,  standing  on  the  very  tract  of  land  the  boundaries  of 
which  it  was  Stratton's  duty  to  define.  It  is  by  no  means  unusual  for 
United  States  authorities  and  state  authorities,  and  for  individuals 
having  property  interests  along  our  coast  lines  to  appeal  to  the  records 
of  the  Coast  Survey  for  data  to  identify  and  establish  such  original 
landmarks  and  boundary  lines  along  the  coast,  which  the  hands  of  men 
in  the  course  of  settlement  and  industrial  development  have  effaced. 
Since  this  case  came  before  me  a  controversy  between  the  authorities 
of  the  State  of  Delaware  and  those  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  respect- 
ing the  division  line  between  Delaware  river  and  Delaware  bay  has 
been  submitted  to  the  officers  of  the  Coast  Survej^  and  the  line  desig- 
nated by  these  officers  has  been  adopted  by  the  authorities  of  these  two 
sovereign  states. 

In  view  of  the  high  scientific  character  of  this  bureau,  and  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  charged  by  the  government  with  this  duty,  Mr.  Teller  ad- 
dressed an  inquiry  as  to  the  rules  governing  that  bureau  in  the  survey 
of  public  waters.  The  following  is  the  answer  of  the  Superintendent  to 
that  inquiry  : 

U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  Office, 

Washington^  June  8,  1883. 
Hon.  Henry  M.  Teller, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^  Washington^  D,  C, : 

Sir  :  In  further  illustration  of  the  statement  made  by  this  office  under 
date  of  June  5th,  in  answer  to  your  letter  dated  May  31,  1883,  concern- 
ing the  practice  of  this  office  in  defining  the  inner  boundaries  or  out- 
lines of  bays  when  the  same  are  interrupted  by  the  mouths  of  estu- 
aries, rivers  or  creeks,  I  submit  the  following  additional  statement: 

This  office  has  long  since  had  occasion  to  adopt  definite  rules  in  that 
respect  for  the  purpose  of  making  estimates  for  projected  work  and  giv- 
ing account  of  work  done. 

The  rule  adopted  is  to  draw  the  line  between  high  water  mark  of  the 
nearest  points  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  interruption,  in  continuation 
of  the  general  outline. 

Thus,  making  use  of  familiar  illustrations  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  the 
^^  general  coast  line"  is  measured  from  Point  Judith  to  Montauk  Point ; 
from  Coney  Island  to  Sandy  Hook  j  from  Cape  May  to  Cape  Henlopen ; 
from  Cape  Charles  to  Cape  Henry.  On  the  Pacific  coast,  from  Point 
Lobos  to  Point  Bonita  (San  Francisco  entrance),  etc. 

Descending  to  smaller  features :  in  Long  Island  sound,  the  limits  of 
the  sonnd  are  defined  by  measuring  across  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
river  from  high  water  at  Eastern  Point  to  Quinipeag  Bocks ;  across  the 
month  of  the  Connecticut  river,  from  high  water  mark  at  Griswold'a 
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Point  (Lyme)  to  Lynde's  Point  (Saybrook) ;  in  Delaware  bay,  across 
Mahon'fe)  river  between  the  opposite  points  of  marshes.  By  tlje  same 
rule  we  define  the  limits  of  Mission  bay,  near  San  Francisco,  by  draw- 
ing  the  line  across  Mission  creek  over  the  projecting  points  of  marsh  on 
each  side. 

It  appears  needless  to  multiply^  illustrations,  and  I  trust  that  I  have 
succeeded  in  setting  forth  the  rule  atid  practice  of  this  office. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  E.  HILGAKD, 

ISiipe  rin  ten  deii  t, 

Mr.  Teller  adds  the  following  just  observations : 

^^  From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  although  no  suggestion  was 
fnado.  to  him  as  to  localities,  the  inquiry  being  in  the  most-  general 
terms,  the  Superintendent  has  instanced  this  very  case  as  illustrative 
of  the  accepted  rule.  It  can  hardly  be  claimed,  therefore,  that  a  call 
for  San  Francisco  bay,  being  a  larger  description  than  Mission  bay,  will 
<Iemand  the  inclusion  of  an  estuary  of  the  latter,  which  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  boundary  has  been  excluded  from  other  designation  than  that 
of  a  mere  creek  flowing  into  the  lesser  bay,  but  actually  considered  as 
forming  no  portion  of  such  bay  designated  as  a  distinctive  body  of 
water. 

Again :  Here  the  boundary  is  not  the  stream,  but  the  bay ;  conse- 
<]uently  the  ^ordinary  high  water  mark '  must  be  the  high  water  mark 
of  the  shore  as  pertaining  to  the  sea,  and  not  the  high  water  mark  of 
the  bank  as  pertaining  to  a  river  or  stream.  So  that,  although  Mission 
creek  is  alleged  to  have  been  as  well  a  tidal  inflow  as  an  outlet  for  the 
inland  waters,  it  nevertheless  falls  within  banks  insti^ad  of  resting  ui)on 
shores,  and  must  be  considered  an  inland  water  for  all  purposes ;  being 
far  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  United  States  r.  Grush,  (5  Mason,  209,) 
and  clearly  covered  by  the  late  case  of  United  States  v.  Steam  Vessels, 
(No.  141,  October  term,  1882). 

This  last  case  cited  by  the  Secretary  is  reported  in  106  United  States 
Reports,  at  page  607,  under  the  name  of  Porter  v.  United  States.  One 
of  the  questions  was,  is  James  Eiver  an  inland  water,  so  that  property 
captured  upon  it  is  subject  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  12, 1863. 
The  court  says : 

• 

"James  Rfver  is  an  inland  water  in  any  sense  which  can  be  given  to 
the  term  'inland.'  It  lies  within  the  body  of  counties  in  Virginia.  For 
miles  below  Richmond,  and  below  the  obstruction  mentioned,  a  person 
can  see  from  one  of  its  banks  what  is  done  on  the  other,  llivers  across 
which  one  can  thus  see  are  inland  waters.  It  matters  not  that  the  tide 
may  ebb  and  flow  for  miles  above  their  mouths;  that  fact  does  not 
make  them  any  part  of  the  sea  or  bay  into  which  they  may  flow,  though 
they  may  be  arms  of  both.'' 

Holding  these  views  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  re-siirvey  by  Von 
Licht  on  which  the  patent  was  issued  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco  was 
properly  ordered.  It  is  said  that  even  if  the  Land  Oflice  had  properly- 
ordered  a  rc-snrvey,  such,  re-survey  was  not  made  as  the  law  require*. 
In  other  words,  that  the  survey  made  by  Von  Licht,  upon  which  the 
patent  was  issued,  was  not  filed  and  retained  in  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral's office  and  notice  published  so  that  parties  interested  therein 


DECISIONS    RELATING    TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  501 

miglit  interpose  objections  thereto.    In  order  that  these  objections  may 

be  fairly  weighed  I  give  the  section  of  the  law  on  which  it  is  based  in 

fnll : 

**Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  whenever  the 
surveyor-general  of  California,  shall  in  compliance  wirh  the  thirteenth 
section  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  private 
land  claims  in  the  State  of  California,' approved  March  3,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one,  have  caused  any  private  laud  claim  to  be  surveyed 
and  a  plat  to  be  made  thereof,  he  shall  give  notice  that  the  same  has 
been  done  by  a  publication,  once  a  week  for  four  consecutive  weeks,  in 
two  newspapers,  one  published  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  and  one 
]mblished  near  the  land  surveyed;  and  shall  retain  in  his  office,  for 
]>ublic  inspection  the  survey  and  plat  until  ninety  days  from  the  date 
of  the  first  publication  in  San  Francisco  shall  have  expired;  and  if  no 
objections  are  made  to  said  survey,  he  shall  approve  the  same,  and 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  survey  and  plat  thereof  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington,  for  his  examination  and  ap- 
proval ;  but  if  objections  are  made  to  said  survey  within  the  said  ninety 
<lays  by  any  party  claiming  to  have  an  interest:  in  the  tract  embraced 
by  the  survey,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  such  objections  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  stating  distinctly  the  interest  of  the  objector,  and  signed 
by  him  or  his  attorney,  and  filed  with  the  survey  or- general,  together 
with  such  affidavits  or  other  proofs  as  he  may  produce  in  support  of  the 
objections.    At  the  expiration  of  said  ninety  days  the  surveyor-general 
shall  transmit  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  Wash- 
ington, a  copy  of  the  survey  and  plat,  and  objections,  and  proofs  filed 
with  hiui  in  support  of  the  objections,  and  also  of  any  proofs  produced 
hy  the  claimant  and  filed  with  him  in  support  of  the  survey,  together 
with  his  opinion  thereon ;  and  if  the  survey  and  plat  are  approved  by 
the  said  Commissioner  he  shall  endorse  thereon  a  certificate  of  his  ap- 
proval.    If  disapproved  by  him,  or  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  ends  of  justice 
would  be  subserved  thereb}',  he  may  require  a  further  report  from  the 
surveyor-general  of  California,  touching  the  matters  indicated  by  him, 
or  proofs  to  be  taken  thereon,  or  may  dire^tt  a  new  survey  and  plat  to 
be  made.     Whenever  the  objections  are  disposed  of,  or  the  survey  and 
plat  are  corrected,  or  a  new  survey  and  plat  are  made  in  conformity 
with  his  directions,  he  shall  indorse  upon  ther  survey  and  plat  adopted 
his  certificate  of  a|)proval.    After  the  survey  and  plat  have  been,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Lan<l  Oflfice,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioner  to  cause  a 
patent  to  issue  to  the  claimant  as  soon  as  practicable  after  such  ap- 
proval.-'    (13  Stat.,  332.) 

The  object  of  the  publication  of  the  notice  when  the  original  survey 
is  made  is  to  call  attention  to  it  of  all  parties  who  may  be  interested, 
not  only  the  parties  whose  land  is  covered  by  the  survey  but  parties 
having  adjoining  property  which  may  be  attected  by  it.  The  careful 
reading  of  this  section  shows  that  the  proceedings  therein  set  forth  ap- 
pl^-  to  the  original  survey.  When  the  original  survey  is  corrected,  and 
a  new  survey  made  in  accordance  with  the  correction  ordered,  the  law 
does  not  require  the  same  proceedings  to  be  gone  through  as  with  th** 
original  survey.  The  language  of  the  statute  is  too  pi'««i«  ror  cavil : 
*' whenever a  new  survey  and  plat  are  »*i'«ile  in  conformity  with 
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his  directions  he  shall  endorse  apon  the  survey  and  plat  adopted,  his  cer- 
tificate of  approval."  There  is  no  publication  of  notice  required.  The 
law  is  complied  with  when  the  new  survey  is  made  in  conformity  with  the 
directions. 

This  is  in  harmony  with  the  practice  and  decisions  of  this  Depart- 
ment.  In  1879  Mr.  Schurz  held  that  the  law  contemplates  the  publica- 
tion of  but  one  survey,  and  that  any  subsequent  survey  of  the  same 
claim  is  not  required  to  be  published.  In  giving  his  directions  to  the 
Commissioner  on  this  subject  he  says : 

*^  During  the  time  limited  to  such  publication  all  objections  to  the 
survey  will  be  presented.    If  upon  the  consideration  of  such  objections 
and  the  testimony  Hied  in  support  of  them  a  new  survey  is  ordered, 
either  by  your  office  or  by  this  Department,  the  order  directing  the 
new  survey  should  point  out  specifically  in  what  resi^ect  the  first  sur- 
vey is  incorrect,  and  how  the  new  survey  should  be  made.   ..... 

When  a  survey  is  made  in  accordance  with  such  directions  and  re- 
turned to  your  office  for  approval,  the  only  question  to  be  considereil 
is  whether  the  decision  directing  the  survey  has  been  complied  tcith.  If 
it  has,  then  the  survey  should  be  approved ;  if  it  has  not,  then  it  should 

be  returned  for  correction,  and  when  corrected,  approved The 

law  contemplates  that  objections  may  be  raised  to  the  first  survey  made, 
and  hence  gives  an  opportunity  during  the  period  of  publication  of 
ninety  days  thereafter,  to  any  person  affected  thereby,  to  appear  and 
object  to  the  survey ;  but  after  the  survey  is  corrected  in  accordance 
with  your  decision,  no  further  publication  is  provided  for,  but  the  law 
directs  that  the  plat  of  survey  shall  be  approved  by  you  and  there- 
upon a  patent  shall  issue  to  the  claimant  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
such  approval." 

This  was  in  full  accord  with  a  decision  made  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  in  1875,  in  the  Bancho  Corral  de  Tierra  case. 
Speaking  of  the  act  in  question,  Commissioner  Burdett  says : 

"Here,  it  will  be  observed,  is  no  express  or  implied  authority  for  the 
publication  of  a  resurvey  of  a  private  laud  claim  in  California,  made  after 
contest,  under  a  decision  of  this  office  or  of  the  Honorable  Secretary; 
and  there  being  no  other  provisions  of  law  authorizing  such  a  publica- 
tion, it  follows  that  none  can  legally  be  made  by  your  office  in  such 
cases;  for  your  office  is  one  of  limited  jurisdiction,  with  only  the  powers 
conferre^l  by  bgislative  enactment,  which  cannot  legally  be  exceeded, 
however  disastrous  the  result. 

In  view  of  the  lav/  and  for  the  reasons  above  set  forth,  you  are  hereby 
directed  not  to  publish,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1864, 
any  resurvey  of  a  private  land  claim  in  California  made  under  a  decis- 
ion of  this  office,  or  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  where 
the  publication  of  a  prior  survey  of  the  same  claim  has  once  been  prop- 
erly made  under  said  act,  and  the  survey  thus  published,  rejected  by 
this  office."    (2  C.  L.  L.,  1196). 

There  are  other  points  in  support  of  this  application  which  I  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  farther  than  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
Ihey  do  not  furnish  any  ground  for  recalling  the  patent  and  issuing  an- 
other m  iba  atead  based  upon  an  erroneous  original  survey. 
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It  is  to  be  observed  that  a  pateut  of  the  United  States  upon  a  private 
land  claim  in  California  is  made  conclasive  between  the  United  States 
and  the  claimant  only,  and  does  not  affect  the  Interests  of  third  per- 
sons. Such  is  the  express  language  of  the  law.  As  was  well  observed 
in  the  report  of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  House,  above  referred 
to,  if  the  applicants  or  parties  claiming  under  them  have  rights  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  city,  they  can  assert  them  in  the  courts.  If  the 
patent  is  void,  as  applicants  coutend,  it  will  be  so  pronounced  by  the 
courts. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  in  the  De- 
partment to  recall  the  pateut  issued  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco;  that 
my  order  to  that  effect  would  be  illegal  and  void ;  and  that  the  matters 
presented  for  my  consideration  in  tue  past  proceedings  of  the  case,  do 
not  justify  any  recommendation  to  the  legal  department  of  the  govern- 
ment to  institute  proceedings  to  recall  or  modify  or  in  any  manner  to 
interfere  with  said  patent. 

Application  dismissed. 


FINAL  PBOOF-^PUB LIGATION  OF  NOTICE. 

Davio  B.  Wellman. 

Therequiremeut  that  pnblicatioa  of  Dotice  sbaU  be  made  in  the  paper  nearest  the 
land  described  in  the  application,  is  in  accordance  with  the  manifest  purpose  of 
the  law,  and  must  be  observed  in  the  submission  of  tiual  proof. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  February  5,  1887. 

1  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  November  30, 1885,  transmitting  the 
appeal  of  David  B.  Wellman  from  your  office  decision  of  August  4, 
J 885,  demanding  that  he  make  new  proof  in  the  matter  of  his  commu- 
tation entry  for  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  35,  T.  150,  R.  06,  Devil's  Lake  district, 
Dakota. 

The  ground  upon  which  Wellmau's  proof  was  suspended  and  new 
proof  demanded,  was  that  notice  of  proof  was  published  in  the  '^Devil's 
Lake  Inter-Ocean,"  more  than  forty  miles  from  the  tract.  Upon  being 
called  on  to  show  cause  why  his  proof  should  not  be  suspended.  Well- 
man  made  affidavit,  duly  corroborated  by  two  witnesses,  as  follows: 

That  at  the  time  deponent  filed  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final 
proof  in  the  Devil's  Lake  land  office  it  was  his  desire  that  it  be  pub- 
lished in  the  "  New  Rockford  Transcript,"  a  paper  published  nearest 
the  land ;  but  the  register  ordere<l  its  publication  to  be  made  in  the 
<^  Devil's  Lake  luter-Oceau,"  against  the  wishes  of  this  deponent ;  and 
deponent  was  informed  and  did  believe  that  the  designation  of  the 
paper  was  a  matter  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  register. 

This  affidavit  the  register  transmitted  t<f  your  office  without  com- 
ment; but  when  your  office  directed  the  local  office  "To  advise  Well- 
man  that  he  will  be  allowed  to  make  new  proof  within  sixty  days  after 
notice,  at  the  expense  of  the  register  of  the  DeviVs  LaJce  land  office^'"  the 
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register  hastened  to  explain  that  be  had  forwarded  Wellman's  affidavit 
without  having  seen  it,  and  added,  <^  Mr.  Wellraan's  allegation  is  un- 
qaalitiedl.v  false  if  understood  to  mean  that  he  expressed  any  such  de- 
sire to  the  register.  He  never  spoke  to  the  register  on  the  subject,  nor 
did  the  register  to  his  knowledgeever  see  the  man.'' 
Wellman  api)eals  from  your  said  office  decision,  alleging  that — 

Even  though  the  register  should  pay  for  publication  of  new  notico, 
this  ai>pellant  would  be  obliged  to  encounter  the  expense  of  writing  the 
proof,  and  a  trip  to  Devil's  Lake  land  office,  about  forty  miles  distant, 
of  taking  with  him  two  of  his  neighbors  as  witnesses,  of  paying  such 
witnesses  for  their  time  expended  in  so  doing,  and  their  expenses,  and 
sundry  other  expenses  necessarily  incident  to  such  trip. 

The  instructions,  approved  by  the  Department,  and  having  the  force 
of  law,  which  have  repeatedly  been  issued,  directing  that  the  time  and 
place  of  giving  homestead  or  pre-emption  proof  shall  be  printed  in  the 
newspaper  ^^ published  nearest  the  land  described  in  the  application" 
(see  circular  instructions  of  March  1,  1884,  pp.  14  and  8,  as  modified  by 
circular  fnstructions  of  July  31,  1884,  3  L.  D.,  52,)  are  in  accordance 
with  and  pursuance  of  the  manifest  purpose  of  the  law,  that  such  no- 
tice shall  be  circulated  in  the  community  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tract,  in  order  that  adverse  claimants  or  other  parties  desiring  to  as- 
sert their  own  claims  or  object  to  the  entrymau's  proof  may  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  do  so.  In  the  present  case,  notice  given  in  a  paper 
forty  miles  away,  in  another  county,  with  a  lake  and  an  Indian  reser- 
vation lying  between,  is  practically  equivalent  to  no  notice  at  all  to 
persons  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract,  who  would  naturally  watch  the  col- 
umns of  their  own  county  paper  for  notice  of  final  proof.  I  therefore 
affirm  your  decision  in  so  far  as  it  demands  a  new  publication  of  notice 
of  final  proof.  In  order  to  save  the  entryman  unnecessary  expense, 
however,  if  on  the  day  set  for  making  such  proof  no  protest  or  objection 
is  filed,  the  proof  formerly  submitted  may  be  accepted  as  final  proof — 
provided  that  the  claimant  shall  make  affidavit,  duly  corroborated, 
showing  continued  compliance  with  the  law  from  the  date  of  making 
former  proof. 

Your  office  decision  is  modified  accordingly. 


PJiACTICE— APPEAL;  ACTISii  COMMISSIOXKR. 

John  M.  Walker  et  al. 

A  decision  made  by  the  Actinfij  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  mnst  be 
trcfitod  a8  if  miule  by  the  Commissioner  himself,  for  the  law  provides  that  the  As- 
sistant Commissioner  shall  act  as  Commissioner  in  the  absence  of  that  officer. 

The  General  Land  Office  has  no  jurisdiction  over  a  case  after  appeal  therein. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  17, 1887. 

On  November  18,  188G,  Attorneys  A.  G.  Heylmun,  Van  H.  Manning 
and  S.  F.  Marshall  filed  an  application  to  have  certified  to  this  Depart- 
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ment  the  proceedings  in  the  cases  of  John  M.  Walker,  C.  M.  Blair,  D. 
C.  W.  Brashears,  A.  W.  Harrison,  Moses  Roley,  James  R.  Blades, 
Thomas  O.  George,  W.  D.  Reynolds,  E.  S.  Whittenberg,  William  Bo- 
hannan,  John  PendlPton,  Leland  Betterton,  Caleb  Sill,  John  F.  Parrish 
and  Edward  Rush,  applicants  for  certification  of  additional  homestead 
rights. 

It  appears  that  by  letter  of  August  12,  1886,  you  passed  upon  the 
separate  application  of  John  M.  Walker,  and  held  that  in  his  case  you 
had  "no  right  to  make  the  certiflcatiou  requested";  that  on  August  20, 
1886,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  as  Acting  Commissioner  took  up  the 
remaining  cases  above  mentioned — C.  M.  Blair  et  ah — and  decided  that 
as  said  cases  "are  similar  to  the  Walker  case,  they  can  not  be  certified 
to  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  said  decision."  On  August  21,  1S86,  a 
joint  appeal  in  all  of  said  cases  was  filed.  On  September  24th  ensuing 
you  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  attorneys  representing  said 
claimants : 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  office  letter  of  20th  ultimo,  refusing 
to  certify  to  additional  homestead  rights  in  the  following  cases,  viz:  C. 
M.  Blair,  D.  C.  W.  Brasheais,  A.  W.  Harrison,  Moses  Roley,  James  R. 
Blades,  Thomas  O,  George,  W.  D.  Reynolds, E.  S.  Whittenberg,  William 
Bohannan,  John  Pendleton,  Leland  Betterton,  Caleb  Sill,  John  F.  Par- 
rish and  Edward  Rush.  Yon  are  advised  that  I  have  not  considered, 
nor  was  it  it  my  intention  to  have  acted  upon  any  of  the  above  until 
after  decision  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  the  case  of  John 
M.  Walker,  decided  by  me  August  12,  1886.  The  let»er  of  the  20th  ul- 
timo  was  therefore  inadvertently  signed.  It  also  embraced  a  number 
of  cases  which  should  have  been  acted  upon  separately.  For  those 
reasons  the  Miction  taken  by  said  letter  of  August  20,  1886,  is  hereby 
reconsidered  and  revoked.  Your  appeal  of  21st  ultimo  is  returned  for 
amendment  accordingly.  The  usual  time  for  this  purpose  will  be  al- 
lowed. 

Respectfully, 

WM.  A.  J.  SPARKS, 

CommiHsioner. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  letter,  I  gather  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Commissioner  to  withhold  decision  in  the  cases  of  C.  M.  BhxivetaLj 
until  the  Walker  case  had  been  decided  by  this  Depart U'cnt,  but  that 
in  his  absence  the  Acting  Commissioner  took  up  said  cases  and  decided 
them  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  W^alker  case. 
It  appears  that  the  decision  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  was  ])roperly 
and  carefully  considered  by  him.  The  decision  itself  bearsevidence  that 
the  cases  involved  were  carefully  examined,  for  it  states  that  they  are 
similar  to  the  Walker  case,  and  governed  by  it.  Respecting  this  simi- 
larity to  the  Walker  case,  his  opinion  and  yours  seem  to  be  the  same, 
inasmuch  as  you  held  them  subject  to  the  determination  of  the  latter 
case.  The  decision  ma<le  by  the  Acting  Commissioner  must  be  treated 
as  if  made  by  the  Commis>ioner  himself.  For  the  law  provides  that 
the  Assistant  Commissioner  ^*  shall  act  as  Commissioner  in  the  absence 
of  that  officer,"  (23  Stat.,  136).     Had  it  been  claimed  that  the  Acting 
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Commissioner  signed  tbe  decision  by  mistake  and  unintenlionallj,  a 
different  question  would  be  presented. 

Tbe  facts  were  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  January  20th  last,  and  it 
was  therein  held  that  ^^  no  such  state  of  facts  is  presented  as  to  take 
the  case  out  of  the  ordinary  rule  that  an  appeal  removes  a  case  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  lower  tribunal/' and  you  were  directed  to  trans- 
mit the  papers  in  said  cases  to  this  Department.  Afterwards,  on  the 
22d  of  said  month,  said  letter,  on  verbal  request  of  the  Commissioner, 
was  recalled  for  further  consideration. 

Upon  re-examination  of  the  case,  I  find  no  reason  for  disturbing  the 
former  order.  The  case  turns  altogether  on  the  question,  whether  your 
office  can  disturb  its  own  decision  after  appeal  therefrom  is  filed.  This 
question  was  first  presented  to  the  Department  in  the  case  of  McGov- 
ern  «.  Bartels  (3  C.  L.  O.,  70),  wherein  your  office,  after  having  rendered 
its  decision,  on  the  exparte  statement  of  Bartels  made  after  appeal,  re- 
opened  the  case  and  reversed  its  own  decision.  The  matter  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Department  by  counsel  for  McGovern,  and  it  was  held 
that  the  point  was  well  taken,  ^*  for  after  appeal  the  case  was  beyond 
your  jurisdiction." 

In  the  case  of  King  v,  Leitensdorfer  (3  L.  D.,  110),  an  inspection  of 
the  record  of  the  facts  upon  which  that  case  was  decided  shows  that 
the  rule  adopted  in  the  McGovern-Bartels  case  was  not  only  not  de- 
parted from,  but  adhered  to.  Your  office,  on  June  27,  1883,  had  ren- 
dered a  decision  adverse  to  King,  and  she  had  filed  appeal  therefrom. 
A  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  was  filed  by  Leitensdorfer,  on  the 
grounds: 

IsL  That  the  decision  of  June  27  was  merely  interlocutor^',  and 

2d.  That  the  appeal  was  not  filed  in  time. 

Your  office  dismissed-the  motion,  and  the  case  came  up  on  appeal. 
The  Acting  Secretary  on  September  15,  1884,  held: 

I  concur  with  you  that  your  decision  of  June  27,  1883,  was  a  final 
determination  of  the  matter  as  presented  by  the  application  of  Mrs. 
King,  and  that  an  ai)peal  therefrom  by  her  to  this  Department  was 
properly  taken.  The  motion  to  dismiss,  however,  should  have  been 
made  to  this  Department,  ai'd  not  to  your  office.  The  appeal  was  filed 
in  time,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  notice  to  the  attorneys  residing  in 
Colorado,  and  when  said  appeal  was  accepted  by  you,  your  jurisdiction 
over  the  matter  ended:     (McGovern  v,  Bartels,  3  C.  L.  O.,  '^0). 

The  reference  to  the  McOovern-Bartels  case,  without  other  comment, 
shows  that  the  rule  therein  laid  down  was  enforced,  and  not  changed. 
The  expression,  "  when  said  api>eal  was  accepted  by  you,  your  juris- 
diction over  the  matter  ceased,"  refers  merely  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
your  office  over  the  appeal  (not  the  casej)  under  the  then  existing 
rule  of  practice.  For  rule  82,  of  rules  of  practice  approved  December 
28,  1882,  then  j)rovided: 

When  the  Commissioner  considers  an  appeal  defective,  he  will  notifv 
the  party  of  the  defect,  and  if  not  amended  within  fifteen  days  from 
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the  date  of  the  service  of  such  notice,  the  appeal  will  be  dismissed  aud 
the  case  closed. 

That  rule  was  amended  in  the  new  rules  of  practice,  approved  August 

13, 1885,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

When  the  Commissioner  considers  an  appeal  defective,  he  will  notify 
the  party  of  the  defect,  and  if  not  amended  within  fifteen  days  from 
the  date  of  the  service  of  such  notice,  the  appeal  may  be  dismissed  by 
ike  Secretary  of  the  Interior^  and  the  case  closed. 

The  power  of  the  Commissioner  to  dismiss  an  appeal  for  ^^ defect'' 
was  thus  taken  away.  But  even  under  the  old  rule  82  that  officer  had 
no  right  to  review  and  revoke  his  decision  on  the  case  after  appeal,  but 
simply  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  on  failure  of  api>el1ant  to  amend. 

At  the  date  of  the  McGovern-Bartels decision,  July  19,  1876,  no  rule 
touching  this  question  existed.  At  the  date  of  ihe  decision  in  the  case 
at  bar,  the  new  rule  was  in  force,  and  the  power  to  dismiss  an  appeal 
for  "defect-'  was  lodged  in  the  Secretary, 

In  this  discussion,  cases  in  which  the  Commissioner  "  shall  decide 
that  a  party  has  no  right  of  appeal"  are  not  contemplated,  for  they  are 
specially  provided  for  in  rules  S3,  84  and  85. 

It  is  not  urged  in  this  case  that  the  appeal  should  have  been  rejected 
for  "defect,"  or  that  it  was  not  filed  in  time,  that  the  parties  have  no 
standing  as  appellants,  or  that  the  case  is  not  appealable.  Had  any  of 
these  propositions  been  urged  as  a  basis  for  rejecting  the  appeal,  a  very 
different  case  would  be  presented  for  the  Secretary. 

But  I  find  in  the  case  of  Ward  v.  Dixon  et  a/.,  decided  by  you  Decem- 
ber 18,  1880,  and  now  on  appeal  before  this  Department,  that  you  have 
followed  the  rule  laid  down  in  McGovern  v.  Bartels.  In  the  Ward- 
Dixon  case  one  Gray  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  the  said  decision  of 
your  office,  and  you  denied  the  same,  on  the  ground  that  your  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  case  had  ceased  upon  the  filing  of  an  appeal  by  Ward. 

Id  this  case  you  characterized  the  application  for  transmission  of  the 
record  to  the  Secretary  as  an  appeal  in  the  following  language :  "  Four 
appeal  of  21st  ultimo  is  returned  for  amendment  accordingly*." 

Finally,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  departing  from  the  rule  that  an 
appeal  places  a  case  beyond  your  jurisdiction.  It  has  been  followed  for 
many  years  in  the  practice  of  this  Department,  and  is  in  ray  opinion  in 
couforuiity  with  the  practice  of  courts,  i  am  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  action  of  your  office  in  revoking  said  decision  of  August  20  was 
without  authority  of  law.  To  hold  otherwise  would  give  the  Commis- 
sioner unchecked  power  to  make  adverse  decisions  affecting  the  rights 
of  parties,  and  then  by  revocation  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  appeal. 
It  would  also  go  far  to  obstruct  the  Secretary  in  the  exercise  of  his 
supervisory  authority. 

Ton  will  accordingly  transmit  to  this  Department  all  the  papers  in 
said  cases,  in  order  that  such  action  may  be  had  as  may  seem  right  and 
pro[>er  in  the  premises. 
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attorxeyjs  before  the  local  offices. 

Circular. 

Commistsioner  Sparks  to  regiftters  and  receivers^  March  19,  1887. 

From  aud  after  tbe  lotL  day  of  April,  1887,  you  will  not  recognize 
any  attorney  or  a<rent  for  claimants  or  other  parties  to  any  proceed- 
ings before  you  until  he  has  <*om])lied  with  the  following  regulations : 

1.  An  attorneyat-law  who  <lesires  to  represent  claimants  or  contest- 
ants before  your  office  shall  file  a  certificate,  nnder  the  seal  of  a  United 
States,  State, or  territorial  court  for  the  judicial  district  in  which  he  re- 
sides or  the  local  land  office  is  situated,  tl^it  he  is  an  attorney  in  good 
standing. 

2.  Any  person  (not  an  attorney-at-law)  who  desires  to  appear  as  an 
agent  for  claimants  or  contestants  before  your  office  must  file  a  certifi- 
cate from  a  judge  of  a  United  States  court  or  of  a  State  or  territorial 
court  having  common  law  jurisdiction,  except  probate  courts,  in  the 
county  wherein  he  resides  or  the  local  office  is  situated,  duly  authen- 
ticated nnder  the  seal  of  the  court,  that  such  person  is  of  good  moral 
character  and  in  good  repute,  possessed  of  the  necessary  qualifications 
to  enable  him  to  render  clients  valuable  service,  and  otherwise  compe- 
tent to  at  vise  and  assist  them  in  the  presentation  of  their  claims  or 
contests. 

3.  The  oath  of  allegiance  required  by  Section  3178  of  the  United 
States  Revised  Statutes  must  also  be  filed  by  applicants.*  In  case  of  a 
firm,  the  numcs  of  the  individuals  composing  the  firm  must  be  given, 
and  a  certificate  and  oath  as  to  each  member  of  the  firm  will  .be  re- 
quired. 

4.  An  applicant  to  practice  under  the  above  regulations  must  address 
a  letter  to  the  register  and  receiver,  inclosing  the  certificate  and  oath 
above  required,  in  which  letter  his  full  name  and  post-office  address 
must  be  given.  He  must  state  whether  or  not  he  has  ever  been  recog- 
nized as  an  attorney  or  agent  before  this  Department,  or  any  bureau 
thereof,  or  any  of  the  local  land  offices,  and  if  so,  whether  he  has  ever 
been  suspended  or  disbarred  from  practice.  He  must  also  state  whether 
he  holds  any  office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

After  an  application  to  practice  has  been  file<l  in  due  form,  the  regis- 
ter and  re:eiver  will  recognizt?  the  applicant  as  an  attorney*  or  agent, 
as  the  case  may  be,  unless  they  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
person  making  the  a|>plication  is  unfit  to  practice  before  their  ofiSces, 
or  unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  Commissioner  or  Secretary. 

Eegisters  and  receivers  must  keep  a  record  of  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  all  attorneys  and  agents  recognized  as  entitled  to  represent 
clients  in  their  several  offices. 

Every  attorney  must,  either  at  the  time  of  entering  his  appearance 
for  a  claimant  or  contestant  or  within  thirty  days  thereafter,  file  the 


DECISIONS   RELATING   TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  509 

written  authority  for  8uch  appearance,  signed  b^'  said  claimant  or  con- 
testant, and  setting  forth  his  or  her  present  residence,  occupation,  and 
post-office  address.  Upon  a  failure  to  tile  such  written  authority 
within  the  time  limited,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  register  aftd  receiv^er 
to  no  longer  recognize  him  as  attorney  in  the  case. 

An  attorney  in  fact  will  be  required  to  file  a  power  of  attorney  of  his 
principal,  duly  executed,  specifying  the  power  granted  and  stating  the 
party's  present  residence,  occupation,  and  post-office  address. 

When  the  appearance  is  for  a  person  other  than  a  claimant  or  con- 
testant of  record  the  attorney  or  agent  will  be  required  to  state  the 
name  of  the  person  for  whom  he  appears,  his  post-office  address,  the 
character  and  extent  of  his  interest  in  the  matter  involved,  and  when 
and  from  what  source  it  was  acquired.  Authorizations  and  powers 
signed  or  executed  in  blank  will  not  be  recognized. 

If  any  attorney  or  agent  shall  knowingly  commit  any  of  the  following 
acts,  viz:  Hepresent  fictitious  or  fraudulent  entrymen  ;  prosecute  collu- 
sive contests ;  speculate  in  relinquishments  of  entries;  assist  in  procur- 
ing illegal  or  fraudulent  entries  or  filings;  represent  himself  as  the  at- 
torney or  agent  of  entrymen  when  he  is  only  attorney  or  agent  for  a 
transferee  or  mortgagee ;  conceal  the  name  or  interest  of  his  client ;  give 
pernicious  advice  to  parties  seeking  to  obtain  title  to  public  lands ;  at- 
tempt to  prevent  a  qualified  person  from  settling  upon,  entering,  or  fil- 
ing for  a  tract  of  public  land  properly  subject  to  such  entry  or  filing,  or 
be  otherwise  guilty  of  dishonest  or  unprofessional  conduct ;  or  who,  in 
<)onnectiou  with  business  pending  in  local  land  offices  or  in  this  Depart- 
ment, shall  knowingly  employ  as  sub-agent,  clerk,  or  correspondent  a 
person  who  has  been  guilty  of  any  one  of  these  acts,  or  who  has  been 
prohilifted  from  practicing  before  the  register  and  receiver  or  this  De- 
partment, it  will  be  sufficient  reason  for  his  disbarment  from  practice, 
and  you  are  authorized  to  refuse  to  further  recognize  any  person  as 
ageiit  or  attorney  who  shall  be  known  to  you  or  be  proven  before  you 
to  be  guilty  of  improper  and  unprofessional  conduct  as  above  stated. 

An  attorney  or  agent  who  has  been  admitted  to  practice  in  any  par- 
ticular land  district  may  be  enrolled  and  authorized  to  practice  in  any 
other  district  upon  filing  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  such  district 
a  certificate  of  the  register  or  receiver  before  whom  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  that  he  is  an  attorney  or  agent  in  good  standing. 

Any  unprofessional  conduct  on  the  part  of  an  attorney  or  agent 
should  be  reported  to  the  Commissioner  at  once,  together  with  your  ac- 
tion in  the  premises. 

Appeals  from  the  action  of  the  register  and  receiver  in  refusing  to 
admit  to  practice  or  in  refusing  to  further  recognize  an  agent  or  attorney 
will  lie  to  the  Commissioner  and  Secretary,  as  in  other  appealable  cases 

Approved: 
L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary, 
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miyixg  claiji— notice  by  publication  and  posting, 

Great  Western  Lode  Claim. 

Wheu  notice  is  reqaired  to  be  given  by  different  forms  and  modes  to  cover  the  same 
period,  notice  by  either  of  the  dififerent  modes  will  not  run  against  an  adverse 
claimant  until  given  by  each  mode  and  form  required. 

Thoagh  proper  publication  may  not  be  secured  within  less  than  sixty-three  days,  tbe 
posting  in  tbe  local  (ifflce  is  sufficient  if  it  covers  sixty  days  of  that  period. 

If  notice  is  posted  in  the  local  office  the  first  day  of  publication,  an  adverse  claim 
should  be  filed  within  sixty  days  from  that  date,  but  if  such  notice  is  not  posted 
until  three  days  thereafter,  an  adverse  claim  may  be  filed  on  the  last  day  of  pub- 
lication. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Coninmaioner  Sparks j  March  21, 1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  February  26, 1887,  transmitting  the 
record  in  the  case  of  the  Bodie,  California,  mineral  entry  No.  177,  made 
December  1, 1883,  by  Henry  Williams, for  the  Great  Western  lode  claim. 
This  entry  is  submitted  for  my  consideration  and  action  under  sectioDs 
2450  and  2457  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended  by  act  of  February 
27,  1877.  I  am  of  thm  opinion  that  the  eutryman  has  complied  with  the 
law  as  to  publication  and  posting  of  notice,  sftid  that  this  case  need  not 
be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication. 

The  posting  of  notice  on  the  claim  was  made  August  9,  the  publica- 
tion of  notice  first  appeared  August  14,  and  the  porting  in  the  local  of- 
fice was  made  August  1(5.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  three  forms  of 
notice  continued  to  run  from  August  16  to  October  16,  a  period  of  six- 
tj'-oue  days  from  the  date  of  posting  in  the  local  oilice.  You  declined 
to  approve  this  entry  for  patent,  owing  to  this  irregularity,  holding  that 
the  posting  in  the  local  oflBce  did  not  cover  the  entire  period  of  publi- 
cation, upon  the  theory  that  if  the  publication  is  for  a  greater  periml 
than  sixty  days,  the  posting  in  the  local  office  must  cover  the  entire  pe- 
riod of  publication,  although  an  identical  period  of  sixtj'days  may  have 

been  covered  by  the  publication  and  the  posting  of  iiotice  in  the  local 
office. 

When  notice  is  required  to  be  given  by  different  forms  and  modes  to 
cover  the  same  continuous  period  of  time,  notice  by  either  of  the  dif- 
ferent modes  will  not  run  against  an  adverse  claimant  until  notice  has 
been  given  by  each  and  every  mode  and  for^l  required.  Hence,  as  in 
this  case,  an  adverse  claimant  does  not  take  notice  by  publication  un- 
til notice  is  posted  in  the  local  office  as  required  by  law,  although  the 
publication  may  have  commenced  prior  to  the  filing  of  notice  in  tbe 
local  office.  The  sixty  days  within  which  adverse  claims  may  be  filed 
will  be  computed  from  the  time  when  notice  has  been  given  by  all  tbe 
modes  required. 

In  the  case  of  Miner  r.  Marriott  (2  L.  D.,  709),  the  Department  held 
that  while  notice  by  publication — when  it  is  given  in  a  weekly^  paper- 
must  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  cover  a  period  of  sixty-three  days, 
yet  an  adverse  claim  must  be  filed  within  sixty  days,  and  can  not  be 
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filed  OD  the  last  day  of  pablication,  if  that  day  exceeds  the  period  of 
sixty  days.  But,  as  the  law  only  requires  that  notice  by  publication 
and  posting  shall  be  for  a  period  of  sixty  days— if  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case  the  pablication  will  be  required  to  run  for  a  period  of  sixty- 
three  days — it  does  not  follow  that  notice  must  be  posted  in  the  local 
office  for  that  entire  period,  but  only  for  sixty  days  of  that  period. 

If  the  notice  is  posted  in  the  local  office  the  first  day  of  publication,  an 
adverse  claim  should  be  filed  within  sixty  days  from  that  date,  but  if 
the  notice  is  not  posted  in  the  local  office  until  three  days  thereafter, 
an  adverse  claim  may  be  filed  on  the  last  day  of  publication. 

This  view  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  rule  laid  down  in  Miner  v.  Mar- 
riott, and  is  a  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute  and  the 
rules  and  regulations  thereunder. 


KAILliOAI)  aaJST;  TIMBRE  TRESPASS, 

Chicago,  St.  Paul,  M.  &  O.  Ky.  Co. 

It  appearing  that  the  title  to  the  lands  in  question  will  ]^a8s  under  the  selections 
made  thereof^  action  against  the  company  for  trespass  thereon  is  not  advised. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparls,  March    22,  1887. 

By  letters  of  March  10,  22,  29,  and  September  10,  1886,  you  trans- 
mitted a  number  of  documents,  relating  to  alleged  timber  trespasses  by 
the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railway  Company,  and 
their  agents,  subcontractors  and  vendees,  upon  certain  lands  in  Wis- 
consin. 

You  state  that  said  lands  are  claimed  by  the  company  *' as  falling 
within  their  indemnity  limits,  apd  are  shown  by  the  tract  books    •     • 

•  ♦  ♦  to  be  mostly  covered  by  selections  made  by  said  railroad 
company  and  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company,  as  well  as  by  the  State;" 
and  further  you  saj"  that  "  none  of  these  selections  have  been  approved.'^ 
Thereupon,  you  recommend  that  the  "Attorney  General  be  requested 
to  cause  the  said  companies,  their  oflficers  and  agents,  to  be  restrained 
from  cutting  or  disposing  of  timber  upon  any  lands  selected  or  claimed 
as  indemnity  lands,  or  being  within  withdrawn  indemnity  limits,  the 
legal  title  to  which  has  not  been  conveyed  to  them  by  the  United  States  5  ^^ 
that  civil  suits  be  instituted  against  the  companies  to  recover  the  value 
of  the  timber  cut,  and  that  their  officers,  agents  and  sub-contractors, 
etc.,  be  proceeded  against  criminally. 

On  April  22, 1886,  you  were  requested  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  selec- 
tions made  by  the  companies  and  "  the  reasons,  if  any  exist,  why  said 
selections  have  not  been  acted  upon,  and  rejected  or  approved." 

On  June  3, 1886,  you  transmitted  list  of  selections,  as  requested,  and 

stated  that  the — 

Selections  by  the  North  Wisconsin  Railroad  Company,  and  by  its 
saccessor,  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Bailway 
Company,  have  not  t^en  approved,  because  of  the  failure  of  said  com- 
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pany  to  construct  its  liue  within  the  time  reqaireil  by  the  ^aDttu|r  acts, 
and  of  pending  legislation  looking  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  grant,  and  have 
not  been  rejected,  because  of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Schulenbergr.  Harriman  (21  Wall.,  44),  wherein  it  was 
held  that  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  for  said  company  have  not 
reverted  to  the  United  States,  although  the  road  was  not  constructed 
within  the  period  prescribed,  no  action  having  been  taken  either  by  leg- 
islation or  judicial  proceedings  to  enforce  a  forfeiture  of  the  grant. 

The  selections  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Farm  Mortgage  Company 
were  rejected  by  you,  and  your  action  in  that  respect  was  reversed  by 
departmental  decision  of  August  20,  1886  (5  L.  D.,  80);  and  the  selec- 
tions made  for  that  company  having  since  been  approved  by  me,  all 
questions  relating  to  the  lauds  embraced  therein  must  be  eliminated 
from  the  matter  now  under  consideration. 

Briefly  told,  the  history  of  the  grant  under  which  the  Chicago,  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railway  Company  cl.iims  the  lands 
alleged  to  have  been  trespassed  upon  is  as  follows: 

On  June  3, 1856  (11  Stat.,  10),  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Madison  or  Columbus  via  Portage  to  the  St.  Croix  river,  thence 
to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  and  Bayfield,  in  Wisconsin,  Congress 
granted  to  said  State  six  alternate  odd  numbered  sections  of  public 
land  along  each  side  of  the  lino  of  said  road,  wit)i  right  to  select  in- 
demnity for  lost  lauds  within  fifteen  miles  from  the  line  of  the  road. 
Only  a  portion  of  the  road  south  of  the  St.  Croix  river  having  been 
built  under  this  grant,  on  May  5,  1804  (13  Stat.,  66)^  Congress  passed 
another  act,  whereby  the  continuity  of  road,  as  established  in  the  first 
grant,  was  broken,  and  by  the  first  section  of  the  new  act  was  granted 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction 
of  a  road  from  the  St.  Croix  river  northward  to  the  west  end  of  Lake 
Superior  and  to  Bayfield,  ten  odd  numbered  sections  per  mile  on  each 
side  of  the  line  of  said  road,  and  the  indemnity  limits  were  increased 
to  twenty  miles  within  which  selections  were  to  be  made  as  in  the  act 
of  1856.  The  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railway  Com- 
pany is  successor  of  the  company  upon  which  was  conferred  by  the 
State  the  grant  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1864.  Only 
some  forty  miles  of  said  road  was  built  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
State  act,  but  the  whole  line  was  completed  prior  to  and  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  in  traffic  and  transportation  since  1883. 

In  the  departmental  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Wisconsin  Railroad 
Farm  Mortgage  Company  (5  L.  D.,  93),  in  passing  upon  the  same  grant 
now  under  consideration,  it  was  said: 

Inasmuch  then  as  after  the  lapse  of  twelve  years  from  the  rendition 
of  that  decision  (Schulenberg  v.  Harriman,  supra)^  no  forfeiture  ha*? 
been  enforced  by  or  under  authority  of  Congress,  the  title  of  the  State 
is  unimpaired  to  the  lands  described  in  the  grant,  and  to  indemnity 
iclthin  the  limits  withdrawn  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  place.  These 
rights  thus  conferred  upon  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  thus  enforced 
Ny  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  constitute  the  measure  of  your 
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daty  and  mine  with  respect  to  tliese  lands.  What  the  statute  confers, 
the  statute  moans  to  be  enjoyed.  What  the  statute  directs,  it  means 
to  have  done.  Not  to  do  it,  or  even  delay  unnecessarily  the  doing  of 
it,  is  to  violate  the  statute  and  involves  a  ^rave  dereliction  of  duty. 

The  views  thus  expressed  are  strictly  applicable  to  the  matter  now 
under  consideration ;  and  further  reflection  shows  no  cause  for  chang- 
ing or  modifying  them  in  the  least. 

I  therefore  decline  to  concur  in  your  recommendations  to  the  Attorney 

m 

General,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  to  direct  that  you  cause  said  rail- 
road grant  to  be  forthwith  adjusted,  and  transmit  for  my  approval,  in 
the  customary  form,  proper  lists  of  lands  subject  to  selection  and 
selected  by  said  company,  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  said  grant. 


mixing  claim— postina;  board  of  equitable  adjudication. 

New  York  Lode  &  Mill-site  Claim. 

Ad  entry,  made  on  application  covering  a  lode  claim  and  contignons  mill-site,  where 
the  proof  Hhows  tnll  compliance  with  the  law,  except  in  posting  on  the  mill-site 
portion  of  the  claim,  may  he  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication, 
in  the  absence  of  an  adverse  claim,  and  where  the  informality  was  the  result  of 
an  honest  mistake.  * 

The  ruling  in  John  W.  Bailey  et  ah  modified. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSj  March  23.  1887. 

November  4, 1878,  Hiram  B.  Everest  made  mineral  entry  No.  1091, 
embracing  the  New  York  Lode  and  Mill-Site  Claim,  situated  in  Orand 
Island  mining  district,  Central  City,  Colorado.  The  tract  embraced  in 
the  lode  and  mill-site  portions  of  the  claim  respectively  lie  contiguous, 
and  together  contain  about  7.09  acres.  The  proofs  submitted  when  the 
entry  was  allowed  by  the  local  office  show  that  the  law  had  been  com. 
plied  with  in  all  particulars,  except  that  the  plat  and  notice  of  applica- 
tioD  for  patent  had  not  been  posted  upon  the  mill-site  portion  of  the 
claim  as  required  by  Section  2337  of  the  United  States  Revised  Statutes, 
but  only  upon  the  lode  portion  thereof.  Accordingly,  after  having  made 
several  inetlectnal  calls  for  said  absent  proof,  your  ofSce,  on  March  3, 
1885,  issued  patent  for  the  lode  portion  of  the  claim,  and  by  letter  ^'N," 
dated  October  2,  1885,  held  said  entry  for  cancellation  as  to  the  mill- 
site  portion  thereof.  From  this  decision  an  appeal  has  been  filed,  and 
the  case  is  here  for  consideration. 

it  appears  from  the  record  that  the  failure  to  furnish  the  necessary 
proof  in  this  case  arose  from  no  iutention  on  the  part  of  claimant  to 
evade  the  law,  but  was  an  honest  mistake  for  which  the  United  States 
deputy  surveyor  and  the  local  oflQce  were  to  a  certain  extent  responsi- 
ble; that  claimant  now  owns  two  lode  claims  contiguous  to  this  mill-site, 
and  has  expended  considerable  sums  of  money  on  each  and  can  not  suc- 
cessfully work  them  without  this  mill-site;  that  the  lands  embraced  in 
said  niill-site  nre  of  no  practical  value  to  any  one  except  the  owner  of 
2278  DEC 33 
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said  IcMles ;  and  that  no  ad  verse  claim  has  ever  been  set  up,  and  claim- 
ant has  held  sole  and  undisputed  possession  of  said  mill-site  since  his 
entry  in  1878.  He  therefore  asks  that  your  sa  id  o£Bce  decision  be  re- 
versed and  that  patent  issue  for  said  mill-site. 

In  support  of  said  appeal  is  cited  the  case  o  f  John  W.  Bailey  et  al^ 
and  Grand  View  Mining  and  Smelting  Company  (3  L.  D.,  38U),  in 
which  the  facte  and  circumstances  were  similar  to  those  in  this  case. 

If  said  case  is  to  be  followed  as  a  preced  ent,  it  would  seem  to  rule 
this  one  and  thus  sustain  the  appeal.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
conclusion  in  said  case  is  not  in  harmony  with  section  2337  of  the  United 
States  Bevised  Statutes.  Said  section  requires  that  a  copy  of  the  plat 
and  notice  of  application  for  patent  must  be  conspicuously  posted  upon 
the  mill-site  as  well  as  upon  the  vein  or  lode  claim  for  the  statutory 
period  of  sixty  days.  See  also  paragraph  73,  U.  S.  Mining  Laws  and 
Begulations  thereunder,  October  31,  1881. 

I  tliink,  however,  that  this  is  a  case  coming  under  section  2457  U.  S. 
Revised  Statutes.  The  law  has  been  substantially  complied  with,  the 
informality  appears  to  have  arisen  from  an  honest  mistake,  and  there 
is  no  adverse  claim. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  reverse  your  said  office  decision,  and  re- 
turn herewith  the  papers  in  the  case,  with  directions  that  in  case  appel- 
lant by  his  counsel  file  within  sixty  days  written  application  for  dub- 
mission  of  this  case  to  the  Board  of  Equitable  Adjudication,  the  same 
be  duly  certified  for  the  action  of  that  tribunal. 

The  ruling  in  the  case  of  Bailey  et  al,  (supra)  is  modified  in  accordance 
with  the  views  above  expressed. 


siva  mp  lands— adjustment  of  gjiant. 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Field  notes  of  survey  made  after  the  passage  of  the  swamp  grants  are  presumed  to 
designate  properly  the  character  of  the  lands  descrihed  with  reference  to  said 
grants.  No  such  presumption  attends  the  field  notes  of  survey  made  before  the 
passage  of  said  acts. 

On  agreement  to  malvC  the  field  notes  of  survey  the  basis  of  adjustment  the  State  will 
only  take  sucb  lauds  as  are  clearly  shown  by  the  notes  to  be  of  the  character 
granted. 

When  the  field  notes  of  survey  have  beeo  made  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1649, 
and  with  reference  thereto,  they  will  be  held  to  entitle  the  State  prima  facit  to 
the  lands  returned  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  without  the  additional  words, 
^'  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation  " ;  but  where  made  before  the  passage  of  that 
act  all  the  descriptive  words  in  the  grant,  or  words  clearly  of  a  like  import,  must 
appear;  and  whore  tliey  do  not  so  appear,  the  State  most  show  by  other  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  lands  claimed  are  of  the  class  comtemplated  by  the 
grant. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  25,  1887. 

On  November  21,  1885,  (4  L.  D.,  524),  your  office  refused  the  applica- 
tion of  the  State  of  Louisiana  to  have  all  lands  listed  to  said  State  that 
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are  described  by  the  field  notes  as  "  low  prairie,  not  arable,"  "  not  fit 
for  cultivation,"  "  bottom  lands,"  "  low  ground,"  or  "  low  wet  lands," 
for  the  reason  that  the  lands  so  described  were  not  necessarily  ^'  swamp 
and  overflowed  lands  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation." 

Said  decision  of  your  office  also  states  that,  '^  The  State  made  field 
selections  at  an  early  date  of  the  swamp  lands  claimed  under  its  grant. 
Eecently,  upon  representation  that  there  were  still  remaining  unse- 
lected  lands  that  were  of  the  character  granted,  the  application  of  the 
State  to  have  the  adjustment  of  the  grant  proceeded  with  and  com- 
pleted by  an  examination  of  the  field  notes  of  township  surveys  was 
acceded  to,"  and  that  your  office  adopted  the  rule  in  making  such  ad- 
justment that  '^  where  the  tield  notes  show  the  lauds  to  be  <  swamp  and 
overflowed,'  such  tracts  are  to  be  listed  to  the  State."  From  said  de- 
cision an  appeal  was  taken,  and  this  Department  on  May  12,  1886,  af- 
firmed  your  office  decision.  Upon  the  application  of  the  State's  attor- 
ney, said  departmental  decision  was  recalled  on  July  9,  1886,  to  enable 
him  to  file  argument  in  the  cause. 

The  whole  record  has  received  caiefiil  consideration.  In  the 
appeal  filed  by  the  State,  it  is  alleged  that  your  office  erred  in  stating 
that  '*  the. State  made  swamp  laud  selections  at  an  early  day  in  Louisi- 
ana," that  '^recently,  upon  representations  that  there  were  still  remain- 
ing unselected  lands,  the  State  applied  to  have  the  field  notes  made  the 
basis  for  adjustment,"  and  your  office  acceded  to  the  request;  that 
lands  described  as  "  low  wet,  bottom,"  etc.,  are  not  conclusivelyshown 
to  be  swamp  or  overflowed  lands  within  the  meaning  of  the  swamp 
grant;  and  that  the  State  and  government  must  be  bound  by  the  field 
notes  in  adjusting  said  grant. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 1849 
(9  Stat.,  352),  there  was  granted  to  said  State  '^  the  whole  of  those 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  which  may  be  or  are  found  unfit  for  cul- 
tivation." The  second  section  of  said  act  provides  that  as  soon  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  advised  by  the  governor  of  said 
State  that  the  State  has  made  the  necessary  preparation  to  defray 
the  expenses  thereof,  he  shall  cause  a  personal  examination  to  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor-general  thereof,  by  experienced  and 
faithful  deputies  of  all  the  swamp  lands  therein  which  are  subject  to 
overflow  and  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  a  list  of  the  same  to  be  made  out, 
and  certified  by  the  deputies  and  surveyor-general  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  shall  approve  the  same,  so  far  as  they  are  not  claimed 
or  held  by  individuals ;  and  on  that  approval,  the  fee  simple  to  said 
lands  shall  vest  in  the  said  State  of  Louisiana.  Section  three  provides 
how  the  selection  shall  be  made  when  only  part  of  a  subdivision  is 
swamp  land,  and  also  exempts  from  the  provisions  of  said  act  all  lands 
fronting  on  rivers,  creeks,  bayous,  water-courses,  which  have  been  sur- 
veyed into  lots  or  tracts,  under  the  acts  of  March  3, 1811  (2  Stat.,  662) 
and  May  24,  1824  (4  Stat.,  34),  and  it  further  provides    "  that  the 
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United  States  shall  in  no  mauuer  be  held  liable  for  auy  expense 
incurred  in  selecting  these  lauds  and  making  out  the  lists  thereof,  or 
for  making  any  surveys  that  may  be  required  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  this  act." 

It  appears  that  your  office,  on  April  18, 1850  (Vol.  1,  ]).  46,  General 
Land  Office  Record),  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
issued  to  the  surveyor-general  o  f  said  State  general  instructions  for  his 
guidance  in  the  execution  of  sa  id  act.  Among  other  things,  he  was  ad- 
vised that  ^^the  true  intent  of  the  act  requires  that  the  selection  of 
those  lands  should  be  made  upon  the  most  economical  system  possible. 
Hence,  where  the  Stat^  is  willing  that  that  course  should  be  adopted 
and  the  field  notes  designates  the  limits  of  swamp  and  overflow,  those 
field  notes  may  govern  in  determining  the  land  to  which  the  State 
is  entitled  under  the  law,  but  where  lands  have  been  represented 
by  the  field  notes  as  overflowed  or  swamp  lands,  but  which  are  now 
believed  not  to  be  of  that  character,  they  should  be  now  examined  in 
reference  to  those  points  before  deciding  whether  or  not  they  shall  en. 
ure  to  the  State  under  the  act;  "  that  the  Secretary  being  authorized 
by  said  act  to  cause  said  examination  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  is  willing  that  the  governor  should  select  the  agents  for  that  serv. 
ice,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor-general ;  and  that,  if  the 
governor  selects  the  persons  to  make  the  examinations  and  lists  re- 
quired by  said  act,  the  lists  of  lands  falling  to  the  State  made  by  said 
agents  must  be  certified  by  them  to  the  surveyor-general,  who,  if  satis- 
fied of  their  correctness,  will  transmit  the  same  to  3'our  office.  Under 
said  instructions,  lists  embracing  many  millions  of  acres  were  trans- 
mitted to  your  office,  and  these  lists  were  absolutely  confirmed  to  the 
State  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1857  (11  Stat.,  251,  E.  S., 
Sec.  2484),  ^^so  far  as  the  same  remained  vacant  and  unappropriated 
and  not  interfered  with  by  an  actual  settlement  under  any  law  of  the 
United  States."     M  irtin  v.  Marks  (97  U.  S.,  345). 

The  act  of  Congress  api>roved  September  28,.  1850  (9  Stat.,  519), 
granted  to  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  each  of  the  other  States  of  the 
Union,  all  of  the  **  swamp  and  overflowed  lands  made  unfit  thereby  for 
cultivation,"  which  remained  unsold  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act.  The  second  section  of  said  last-named  act  provides  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  said 
act,  shall  make  out  a  list  and  plats  of  the  lands  granted,  and  when  re- 
quested by  the  governor  cause  a  patent  to  i»e  issued  for  the  lands  so 
listed. 

On  November  21,  1850  (Ist  Lester,  543),  instructions  were  issued  to 
the  proper  land  officers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
provisions  of  the  last  named  act,  and  they  provided  that  if  the  authori- 
ties of  the  State  were  willing  to  adopt  the  field  notes  of  survey  as  the 
basis  for  the  list  <>f  lauds  granted,  then  they  should  be  so  regarded  by 
said  officers. 
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As  early  as  December  23^  1851  (I  Lester,  549),  this  Department  held 
that  both  of  said  acts  were  present  grants,  taking  effect  from  the.  date 
of  their  passage,  and  that  the  act  of  1849  applies  to  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana alone,  providing  a  particular  method  of  selection,  while  the  act  of 
1850  applies  to  Arkansas  and  the  other  States,  and  made  it  t*he  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  out  lists  and  plats  of  the 
granted  lands  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

On  January  14, 1856,  my  predecessor,  Secretary  McClelland,  held  that 
the  act  of  1849  is  not  merged  in  the  act  of  1860,  but  that  "  each  is  to  be 
executed  according  to  its  special  tenor  and  provisions,  the  latter  being 
merely  cumulative  and  embracing  laud  which  was  excepted  from  the 
former."    (1  Lester,  554.) 

It  has  been  uniformly  held  by  this  Department  and  by  the  courts 
that  said  acts  granted  to  the  States  referred  to  therein  all  of  the  land 
of  the  particubir  character  described,  to  which  the  United  States  had 
title  and  not  reserved  at  the  d  ate  of  said  acts.  1  Lester,  ISTos.  578-595 ; 
2  L.  D.,  652  ;  3  L.  D.,  174  ;  4  L.  D.,  415  ;  9  Opin.,  254;  Railroad  Com- 
pany V.  Fremont  County,  9  Wal  I.,  89 ;  French  v.  Fyan,  3  Otto,  169. 

In  the  case  of  the  swamp  land  claim  of  the  State  of  Oregon  (7  C.  L.  O., 
53),  my  predecessor,  Secretary  Schurz,  on  June  4, 1880,  rendered  a  well 
considered  decision  construing  the  act  of  1850,  and  re  affirming  the 
former  decisions  declaring  that  said  act  was  a  present  grant,  vesting 
an  immediate  interest  in  the  State  ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  out  the  list  and  plats  of  the  lands 
granted  and  he  may  adopt  such  method  and  employ  the  means  for  the 
performance  of  thjit  duty  that  seems  best  in  his  judgment  for  the  in- 
terests  of  the  State  and  the  government;  that  the  State's  selection  has 
no  binding  effect  upon  the  government,  and  the  Secretary  is  not  bound 
to  list  every  tract  claimed  by  the  State.  It  was  also  held  in  said  decis 
ion  that  while  the  States  have  been  permitted  to  elect  that  they  will  adopt 
the  iiehl  notes  as  the  basis  of  their  claim,  there  is  no  statutory  require- 
ment compelling  them  to  do  so,  and  if  the  Secretary  fails  to  perform 
the  plain  duty  required  by  said  act,  the  title  of  the  State  is  not  affected 
thereby,  citing  Railroad  Company  v.  Smith  (9  Wall.,  95). 

It  \a  quite  clear  that  the  field  notes  above  indicated  do  not  describe 
the  land  as  of  the  chanicter  granted  by  said  acts  and  if,  as  counsel 
alleges  in  his  appeal,  your  office  decision  was  erroneous  in  stating  that 
the  State  applied  to  have  the  field  notes  made  the  basis  for  adjustment, 
and  such  request  was  acceded  to,  then  the  State  would  not  be  bound 
to  accept  the  field  notes  as  the  basis  of  adjustment.  Counsel  for  the 
State,  however,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  your  office,  upon  which  said 
decision  was  rendered,  asks  that  your  office  rule  that  where  the  field 
notes  describe  the  character  of  the  land  as  above,  they  are  swamp  or 
overflowed  within  the  meaning  of  the  grant;  that  the  claim  of  the 
State  to  the  lands  in  question  shall  be  allowed  on  the  basis  of  the  field 
notes,  and  in  case  of  a  refusal  of  that  request  that  a  field  examination 
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be  resorted  to,  to   determiue  **  whether  the  lands  described  as  above 
were  swamp  or  overflowed  within  the  meaning  of  the  grant  at  its  date." 

In  the  argument  of  coansel  filed  in  this  Department  it  is  stated  that 
"  Nearly  all  the  lands  in  said  State  were  surveyed  prior  to  March  2, 
1849,  and  in  perfecting  a  plan  by  which  swamp  selections  could  he 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  the  field  notes  made  by  the 
United  States  deputy  surveyors  were  agreed  upon  as  the  basis  as  being 
a  substantial  compliance  with  the  law,  and  have  ever  since  been  so 
recognized,  and  until  very  recently  held  as  conclusive  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  land."  This  statement  does  not  appear  to  be  in  harmony 
with  the  rules  issued  under  said  a<5t  of  LS49  (supra),  which  expressly 
provided  that  "where  lands  have  been  represented  by  the  field  notes 
as  overflowed  or  swamp  lands,  but  which  are  now  believed  not  to  be  of 
that  character,  they  should  be  now  examined  in  reference  to  those 
points  before  deciding  whether  or  not  they  shall  enure  to  the  State 
under  the  act."  And  in  your  office  regulations,  dated  April  18,  1882, 
(Public  Domain,  699),  it  is  stated  that "  In  Louis  iana  the  selections  under 
the  grant  of  March  2,  1849,  forming  the  bulk  of  the  selections  in  said 
State,  are  made  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  said  act  by  deputy 
surveyors  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  surveyor-general, 
at  the  expense  of  the  State.  Lands  claimed  under  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 28, 1850,  are  selected  by  agents  of  the  State,  and  proof  of  the 
character  of  the  land  is  furnished." 

If  it  be  true  that  there  has  been  no  agreement  between  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  the  United  States  to  adjust  said  grants  upon  the  basis  of 
the  field  notes,  then,  unquestionably,  the  State  has  a  right  to  submit 
proof  tending  to  show  that  the  laud  claimed  is  of  the  character  granted ; 
but  if  the  agreement  has  been  made  to  make  the  field  notes  the  basis 
of  the  adjustment,  then  those  notes  must  clearly  show  that  the  land  is 
of  the  character  granted  to  the  State  upder  said  acts  (1  Lester,  553- 
603). 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  most  of  the  surveys  of  Louisiana  were  made 
prior  to  the  passage  of  sai<l  act  of  1849,  and  while  the  deputy  surveyors 
were  required  to  describe  in  their  field  no  tes  the  character  of  the  land, 
the  kiod  of  timber,  and  all  the  swamps  therein,  yet  they  were  not  re- 
quired to  make  the  surveys  with  special  reference  to  the  swampland  acts. 
The  instructions  to  the  surveyors- gen  oral  of  public  lands,  published 
February  22, 1855,  being  a  revision  of  the  manual  prepared  in  1851, 
and  referring  to  said  act  of  1850,  advised  the  deputy  surveyors  that^, 
''In  order  clearly  to  define  the  quantity  and  locality  of  such  lands,  the 
field  notes  of  surveys,  in  addition  to  the  other  objects  of  topography, 
required  to  be  noted,  are  to  indicate  the  points  at  which  yon  enter  all 
lands  which  are  evidently  subject  to  such  grant  and  to  show  the  dis- 
tinctive character  of  the  land  so  noted,  whether  it  is  a  swamp  or  marshy 
or  otherwise  subject  to  inundation  to  an  extent  that  without  artificial 
means  would  render  it  'unfit  for  cultivation.'    The  depth  of  inundation 
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is  to  be  stated  as  determined  from  indications  on  the  trees  where  tim- 
ber exists ;  and  its  frequency  is  to  be  set  forth  as  accurately  as  may  be? 
either  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the  general  character  of  the  stream 
which  overflows,  or  from  reliable  information  to  be  obtained  from 
others." 

The  general  rule  is  that  public  officers  are  presumed  to  do  their  duty 
as  the  law  requires.  (Lawson  on  Presumptive  Evidence,  p.  53,  and 
namerons  cases  cited  therein.)  The  field  notes  of  survey,  made  subse- 
quently to  the  passage  of  said  acts,  must  be  presumed,  in  the  absence 
of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  to  properly  designate  the  character  of  the 
lands  described  with  reference  to  said  grants.  But  no  such  presumption 
attaches  to  the  field  notes  of  survey  made  prior  to  the  passage  of  said 
acts.  This  presumption  is  not  absolutely  conclusive.  The  correctness 
of  the  surveys  may  be  impeached  for  fraud  or  mistake,  even  when  there 
has  been  an  election  by  the  State  to  accept  the  field  notes  of  survey  as 
the  basis  of  the  adjustment.  This  was  expressly  ruled  by  this  Depart- 
ment in  the  case  of  Lachance  t\  The  State  of  Minnesota  (4  L.  D.,  479). 
If  the  correctness  of  the  field  notes  and  surveys  made  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  said  acts  is  denied,  the  burden  of  i)roof  is  upon  the  party 
making  such  denial,  and  on  the  contrary,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon 
the  State  to  show  that  the  lauds  embraced  in  surveys  made  prior  to 
said  acts  were  of  the  character  granted  at  the  date  of  said  acts. 

In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Oregon  (5  L.  D.,  31),  it  was  held  that  the 
scheme  of  adjustment  lies  within  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  he  may  vary  the  same,  if  he  deems  best,  where  the  status 
of  the  land  remains  undetermined,  and  that  ^^it  is  immaterial  what 
means  are  employed,  tbe  essential  object  being  the  ascertainment  of 
the  character  of  the  land." 

I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the  interests  of  the  government 
and  of  the  State  require  that  its  claim  shall  be  speedily  adjusted. 
Nearly  forty  years  have  passed  since  the  passage  of  the  first  named  act, 
and  under  said  grant  many  millions  of  acres  were  selected  by  the  States, 
inclading  a  large  amount  of  land  that  was  not  of  the  character  granted. 

• 

While  it  is  doubtless  true,  as  stated  by  counsel  in  his  letter  to  your 
office,  *^that  many  lands  which  have  been  patented  as  ^ swamp'  that 
are  not  so  in  fact,  were  included  in  the  list  confirmed  by  Congress  to 
the  States  by  the  act  indicated  ^  (1857),  yet,  if  it  be  shown  satisfactorily 
that  any  tracts  have  not  been  listed,  which  are  of  the  character  granted, 
it  18  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  such 
tracts  to  be  listed  and  the  lists  approved  without  delay.  But  in  ascer- 
taiiyng  whether  lands  claimed  by  the  States  pass  under  the  grant,  if 
there  is  doubt,  the  decision  must  be  against  the  grantee.  United  States 
V.  Gratiot  (14  Peters,  526);  Irvine  v.  Marshall  (20  Howard,  558);  The 
l>abaque  &  Pacific  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Litchfield  (23  Howard,  66). 

Since  there  appears  to  be  a  misunderstanding  between  the  counsel 
for  the  State  and  your  office  relative  to  his  request  and  your  action 
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thereon,  and  tlie  record  failing  to  show  any  written  agreement  ou  the 
part  of  the  State  to  accept  the  Geld  notes  as  the  basis ^of  adjustment, 
I  have  to  direct  that  you  will  advise  said  counsel  that  the  State  can 
elect  whether  the  field  notes  of  survey  shall  be  made  the  basis  of  the 
final  adjustment  of  said  grants,  and  in  case  such  election  is  made  you 
will  proceed  to  list  any  tracts  that  appear  by  the  field  notes  to  be  clearly 
of  the  character  granted,  unless  there  is  reason  lo  believe  that  the 
field  notes  and  survey  are  false  and  fraudulent.  Where  the  field 
notes  of  survey  have  been  made  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1849  and  with  reference  thereto,  they  will  be  held  to  entitle  the  State 
prima  facie  to  the  lauds  returned  as  swamp  and  overflowed,  without 
the  additional  words  "  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation;"  but  where 
made  before  the  passage  of  that  act,  all  the  descriptive  words  in  the 
grant,  or  words  clearly  of  a  like  import,  must  appear;  and  where 
they  do  not  so  appear,  the  State  must  show  by  other  satisfactory 
evidence  that  the  lauds  claimed  are  of  the  class  contemplated  by  the 
grant.  If  the  State  does  not  elect  to  take  by  the  field  notes  of  survey, 
then  the  State  should  be  allowed  to  furnish  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
lands  claimed  were  swamp  and  overflowed  and  rendered  thereby  unfit 
for  cultivation  at  the  date  of  the  grant.  The  State  should  be  required 
to  designate  specifically  the  act  under  which  she  claims,  and  should  she 
elect  to  furnish  additional  testimony,  showing  the  character  of  the  par- 
ticular tracts  named,  your  office  will  duly  consider  the  same  and  trans- 
mit to  this  Department  for  approval  lists  of  such  lands  as  the  evidence 
shows  the  State  to  be  entitled  to  under  said  acts. 

The  decision  of  your  office  is  modified  accordingly,  and  the  papers  in 
the  case  are  herewith  returned. 


indian  allotments— act  of  february  8,  1887. 

Instructions. 

lQ«liaii8  that  have  heretofore  received  an  allotment  of  a  lesa  quantity  of  land  than 
provided  in'said  act  should  receive  thereunder  an  additional  allotment  sufficient 
to  make  the  eni;ire  amount  equal  to  that  named  in  said  act. 

Allotments  may  be  made  by  the  regular  agents  in  charge  of  the  respective  reserva- 
tions, or.  in  the  absence  of  such  agents,  by  special  agents  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  provisions  of  said  act  are  to  be  carried  into  execution  under  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations as  may  have  been,  or  may  be,  authorized  and  prescribed  by  the  President. 

All  patents  hereafter  issued  to  Indians  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  said  act 
should  be  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  act. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AffairSyMnrch 

29,  1887. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo  requesting  a  construction 
of  certain  sections  of  the  Act  of  February  8, 1887,  providing  "  for  the 
allotment  of  lands  in  severalty  to   Indians   on  the  various  reserva- 
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tiou8,"etc.,  I  trausiuit  herewith  an  opinioD  of5tli  iastant  by  the  Assist- 
ant Attorney  General  for  this  Department,  for  your  information  and 
guidance  upon  the  matters  of  inquiry  so  presented  by  you. 

« 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Montgomery  to  Acting  Secretary  MuldroiCj 

March  5,  1887. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  examined  the  communication  of 
the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  addressed  to  you  and  bear- 
ing date  February  25th  ultimo,  calling  for  a  construction  of  certain  sec- 
tions of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  allotment  in  severalty 
to  Indians  on  the  various  reservations,  and  to  extend  the  protection  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  over  the  Indians,  and 
for  other  purposes."  Approved  February  8,  1887.  And  in  answer  to 
your  request  for  an  expression  of  my  opinion  on  the  several  questions 
presented  in  said  comujunication,  1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

Section  1  of  said  act  provides  : 

That  in  all  cases  where  any  tribe  or  band  of  Indians  has  been,  or  shall 
hereafter  be,  located  upon  any  reservation  created  for  their  use,  either 
by  treaty  stipulation  or  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  or  executive 
order  setting  apart  the  same  for  their  use,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  whenever  in  his  opinion  any 
reservation  or  any  part  thereof  of  such  Indians  is  advantageous  for 
agricultural  and  grazing  purposes,  to  cause  said  reservation,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  be  surveyed,  or  resurveyed  if  necessary,  and  to  allot  the 
lands  in  said  reservation  in  severalty  to  any  Indian  locate<l  thereon  in 
quantities  as  follows:  To  each  head  of  a  family,  one  quarter  of  a  sec- 
tion ;  to  each  single  person  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  one-eighth  of  a 
section  ;  to  each  orphan  child  under  eighteen  years  of  age,  one-eighth 
of  a  section  ;  and  to  each  other  single  person  under  eighteen  years  now 
living,  or  who  may  be  born  prior  to  the  date  of  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent directing  an  allotment  of  the  lands  embraced  in  any  reservation, 
one  sixteenth  of  a  section  :  Provided,  That  in  case  there  is  not  sufficient 
land  in  any  of  said  reservations  to  allot  lands  to  each  individual  of  the 
classes  above  named  in  quantities  a-s  above  provided,  the* lands  embraced 
in  such  reservation  or  reservations  shall  be  allotted  to  each  individual 
of  each  of  said  classes  pro  rata  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act:  And  provided  further,  That  where  the  treaty  or  act  of  Congress 
setting  apart  such  reservation  provides  for  the  allotment  of  lands  in 
severalty  in  quantities  in  excess  of  those  herein  provided,  the  President, 
in  making  allotments  upon  such  reservation,  shall  allot  the  lands  to 
each  individual  Indian  belonging  thereon  in  quantity  as  specified  in 
such  treaty  or  act :  And  provided  further.  That  when  the  lands  allotted 
are  only  valuable  for  grazing  purposes,  an  additional  allotment  of  such 
grazing  lands,  in  quantities  as  above  provided,  shall  be  made  to  each 
individual. 

As  will  be  observed,  while  this  section  specifically  provides  for  pro- 
tecting the  vested  rights  of  all  Indians  holding  lands  under  previous 
legislative  or  treaty  provisions,  in  excess  of  the  quantity  herein  desig- 
nated, it  makes  no  specific  mention  of  another  class  of  cases,  where 
under  act  of  Congress  or  treaty  stipulation  certain  Indians  already  hold 
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in  severalty  a  less  quantity  than  that  designated  in  the  section  above 
quoted;  and  the  question  now  presented  is,  whether  or  not  the  ^'In- 
dians who  have  received  allotments  of  eighty  acres  each  shall  receive 
an  additional  allotment  sufficient  to  make  the  entire  quantity  of  land 
allotted  equal  to  the  quantity  named  in  the  act"? 

If  this  statute  were  to  be  construed  according  to  its  strict  letter,  with- 
out any  reference  to  its  evident  object,  its  language  would  seem  suffi- 
ciently broad  to  entitle  each  of  such  holders,  not  only  to  enoagh  addi- 
tional land  to  raise  his  entire  holding  to  the  quantity  specified  in  said 
section,  but  to  have  said  designated  quantity  set  apart  to  him  without 
any  deduction  on  account  of  such  previous  holding.  Yet,  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  entire  section  renders  it  apparent  that  such  could  not 
have  been  the  intention  of  Congress. 

The  evident  purpose  of  this  statute  seems  to  be  to  secure  to  all  the 
members  of  certain  Indian  tribes,  in  severalty,  a  givenquautity  of  land, 
corresponding  with  the  supposed  necessities  of  each.  For  example,  it 
provides  for  setting  apart  "  to  each  head  of  a  family,  one-quarter  sec- 
tion ;  to  each  single  person  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  oueeighth  of  a 
section,"  etc. 

And  when  the  allotted  lands  are  only  valuable  for  grazing  purposes 

^'  an  additional  allotment  of  such  grazing  lands shall  be  made 

to  each  individual." 

While  there  were  uncontrollable  constitutional  reasons  for  not  inter- 
fering with  the  vested  property  rights  of  those  Indians  who  already  held 
title  to  more  lands  than  this  statute  would  have  allotted  them,  there  were 
evidently  no  reasons  for  imposing  a  penalty  on  another  class  of  In- 
dians, by  limiting  them  to  half  the  quantity  of  land  to  which  they  would 
have  been  entitled  had  this  act  found  them  landless.  I  therefore  agree 
with  the  view  expressed  by  the  Won.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
that  each  Indian  who  has  heretofore  received  an  allotment  of  sl  less 
quantity  of  land  than  is  provided  foriu  the  said  act  of  Februarys,  1877, 
should  receive  an  additional  allotment  sufficient  to  make  the  entire 
quantity  allotted  equal  to  that  named  in  said  act. 

The  next  question  presented  relates  to  Section  3  of  said  act,  which 
reads  thus : 

That  the  allotments  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  be  made  by  si>ecial 
agents  appointed  by  the  President  for  such  purpose,  and  the  agents  in 
charge  of  the  respective  reservations  on  which  allotments  are  directed 
to  be  made,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  from  time  to  time  prescribe,  and  shall  be  certified  by  such 
agents  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  duplicate,  one  copy  to 
be  retained  in  the  Indian  Office  and  the  other  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  his  action  and  to  be  deposited  in  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office. 

The  question  arising  under  this  section  is,  whether  the  making  of 
the  allotments  provided  for  must  be  thejoint  work  both  of  special  agents 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  of  the  regular  agents ;  or  whether  such 
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allotments  may  be  made  by  either  special  or  regular  agents,  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  other. 

Upon  this  question  I  am  also  disposed  to  concur  with  the  Hon.  Com- 
missioner, I  hat  it  is  ^^  The  intent  of  this  section  to  provide  that  the  allot- 
ments shall  be  made,  either  by  special  agents  appointed  for  the  purpose^ 
or  by  the  agents  in  charge  of  the  respective  reservations," 

It  is  true  the  act  in  question  says :  '^  That  the  allotments  . 
.  .  shall  be  made  by  special  agents  appointed  by  the  President  for 
such  purpose,  and  the  agents  in  charge  of  the'respective  reservations,'^ 
etc.  But  in  the  language  of  Bouvier's  Law  Dictionary  (Vol.  1,  p. 
371) :  '* There  are  many  cases  in  law  where  the  conjunctive  and  is  used 
for  the  disjunctive  or^  and  vice  versa^ 

Again,  in  State  t?.  Meyers,  10  Iowa,  448  (cited  in  Sedgwick  on  the 
Construction  of  Statutory  and  Constitutional  Law,  371),  the  court 
said :  "A»d  and  or  are  convertible  terms,  as  the  sense  ot  the  statute 
may  require,  even  in  a  criminal  statute." 

By  construing  the  above  quoted  section  3,  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
viso i:i  section  2  of  the  act  nnder  consideration,  i*;  becomes  quite  appar- 
ent that  the  disjunctive  or  may  properly  be  substituted  for  and  before 
the  words  "the  agents  in  charge". etc.,  in  said  section  three. 

Said  proviso  reads  thus : 

That  if  any  one  entitled  to  an  allotment  shall  fail  to  make  a  selection 
within  four  years  after  the  President  shall  direct  that  allotments  may 
be  made  on  a  particular  reservation,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
direct  the  agent  of  such  tribe  or  band,  if  such  there  be,  and  if  there  be 
no  agent,  then  a  special  agent  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  make  a 
selection  for  such  Indian,  which  selection  shall  be  allotted  as  in  cases 
where  selections  are  made  by  Indians;  and  patents  shall  issue  in  like 
manner. 

By  rea<ling  this  proviso  in  connection  with  section  3  immediately 
following  it,  declaring  "  That  the  allotments  provided  for  in  this  act 
shall  be  made  by  special  agents  ....  and  the  agents  in  charge 
of  the  respe^'tive  reservations,"  etc.  it  seems  quite  apparent  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  in  cases  where  there  are  regular  agents  in  charge 
of  reservations  within  which  allotments  are  to  be  made,  such  allotments^ 
should  be  made  b^^  them.  But  that  where  there  are  no  regular  agents, 
then  special  agents  appointed  by  the  President  for  that  purpose  should 
discharge  this  duty. 

The  question  is  also  submitted  for  my  consideration,  as  to  whether  or 
not,  ander  the  said  act,  "The  formal  order  of  the  President  should  be 
obtained  before  directing  allotments  to  be  made  on  any  reservation,  par- 
ticularly where  allotments  have  been  m  ade  heretofore  as  in  the  case  of 
the  reservation  referred  to"! 

Somewhat  similar  questions  to  this  have  repeatedly  been  adjudicated 
by  the  United  States  supreme  court  in  cases  where  the  various  heads 
of  departments  had  performed  dilties  which  certain  acts  of  Congress 
had  imposed  upon  the  President;  and  the  general  tenor  of  adjudica- 
tions on  these  questions  has  been  to  the  effect  that  as  a  rule  the  Presi- 
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dent  may,  through  each  head  of  a  department,  perform  such  presiden- 
tial duties  as  peculiarly'  appertain  to  the  business  of  such  Department. 
Thus,  in  Williams  v.  The  United  States  (1  Howard,  290),  it  was  held 
that— 

The  act  of  Congress  passed  January  31, 1823,  prohibiting  the  advance 
of  public  money  in  any  case  whatever  to  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
government,  except  under  the  special  direction  of  the  Presi<leut,  does 
not  require  the  personal  and  ministerial  performance  of  this  duty  to  be 
exercised  in  every  instance  by  the  President,  under  his  own  hand. 

In  the  same  case  the  court  said : 

The  President's  duty  in  general  requires  his  superintendence  of  the 
administration  ;  yet  his  duty  can  not  require  him  to  become  the  admin- 
istrative officer  of  every  department  and  bureau,  or  to  perform  in  per- 
son the  numerous  details  incident  to  services  which  nevertheless  he  is  in 
a  correct  sense,  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  required  and  expected  to 
perform. 

Because — said  the  court — 

If  it  were  practicable,  it  would  be  to  absorb  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  the  various  departments  of  the  government  in  the  personal 
action  of  the  one  chief  executive  officer. 

Again,  in  Wilcox  v.  Jackson  (13  Peters,  498),  when  construing  an  act 
of  Congress  of  1830,  which  provided  in  effect — among  other  things — that 
all  lands  should  be  ^'  Exempted  from  preemption  which  are  reserved 
from  sale  by  the  President  of  the  United  States," 

The  supreme  court  said — 

^*-  The  President  speaks  and  acts  through  the  heads  of  the  several 
departments  in  relation  to  subjects  which  appertain  to  their  respective 
duties."  In  said  case  it  was  held  that  ^'A  reservation  of  lands  made  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  purposes  m  his  department 
must  be  consi  ered  as  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress."  This  same  doctrine  was  again 
8troi?gly  re  affirmed  in  Wolsey  v.  Chapman,  101  U.  S.,  755. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  validity  of  supposed 
presidential  acts,  when  performed  through  any  of  the  various  heads  of 
departments,  depend  after  all  upon  the  assent  of  the  President,  either 
express  or  implied. 

While  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  President  can  personally  con- 
sider or  be  personally  consulted  with  reference  to  every  presidential 
official  act  performed  through  the  beads  of  departments,  it  neveitheless 
seems  to  be  within  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  law  that  such  of  these 
acts  as  he  does  not  specifically  authorize  should  (at  least  as  an  evidence 
of  the  presidential  sanction)  come  within  the  scope  of  some  general  rale 
or  well-defined  departmental  practice,  which  bears  the  seal  of  the  Presi- 
dent's express  or  implied  approval. 

Coming  more  directly  to  the  question  nnder  consideration,  section 

465  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that — 

The  President  may  prescribe  such  regulations  as  he  may  think  fit  for 
carrying  into  efifect  the  various  provisions  of  any  act  relating  to  Indian 
Affairs,  and  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Indian  affairs. 
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And  section  463  provides  that— 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  shal],  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  agreeably  to  such  regulations  as  the  Pres- 
ident may  prescribe,  have  the  management  of  all  Indian  affairs  and  of 
all  matters  arising  out  of  Indian  relations. 

Here  we  have — as  it  seems  to  me — clearly  defined  the  duties  of  the 
President,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  of  the  Gommissiouer  of 
Indian  Affairs,  with  reference  to  the  act  in  question.  Unless  there  is 
already  some  existing  rule  authorized  by  the  President  which  is  suffi- 
ciently broad  to  meet  the  requirements  of  said  act,  it  devolves  upon  the 
Piesident  to  prescribe  such  rule  or  rules ;  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  under  the  direction  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act^ 
agreeably  to  such  regulations  as  either  have  been  or  may  be  prescribed 
or  authorized  by  the  President. 

Still  another  question  submitted  is,  whether  or  not  ^^all  patents  here- 
after issued  to  Indians  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  said  act  should 
be  in  the  form  prescribed  in  the  act,"  or  whether  patents  for  lauds  al- 
ready held  in  severalty  by  certain  Indians,  in  pursuance  of  previous 
acts  of  Congress  or  of  treaty  stipulation,  should  be  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  such  acts  or  treaty  f 

It  seems  to  me  that  sections  1  and  5  of  sai<]  act,  when  read  together, 
furnish  an  unmistakable  answer  as  to  what  was  the  Congressional  will 
in  the  premises.  It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  provisos  incor- 
porated in  said  section  1  is  to  the  effect — "That  where  the  treaty  or  act 
of  Congress  setting  apart  a  reservation  provides  also  for  the  allotment 
of  lauds  in  8ev^eralt>  in  quantities  in  excess  of  those  herein  provided  for^ 
the  President,  in  making  allotments  upon  such  reservation  shall  allot 
the  lands  to  each  individual  Indian  belonging  thereon  in  quantity  as 
specified  in  such  treaty  or  act." 

Seirtion  5  provides  "That  upon  the  approval  of  the  allotments  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior"  meaning,  of 
course,  all  allotments  provided  for  by  this  act — "  He  shall  cause  patents 
to  issue  therefor  in  the  name  of  the  allottees,  which  patents  shall  be  of 
the  legal  effect  and  declare  that  the  United  States  does  and  will  hold 
the  laud  thus  allotted  lor  the  period  of  twenty-live  years  in  trust  for 
the  sole  use  and  benedt  of  the  Indian,  etc." 

Inasmuch,  then,  as  Congress  prescribes  but  this  one  kind  of  patent 
for  all  these  Indian  allotments,  and  inasmuch  as  the  allotments  so  pro- 
vided for  embrace  the  lands  held  in  severalty  under  previous  acts  of 
Congress  or  treaty  stipulation  (as  well  as  Ian. is  not  so  held),  I  can  see 
no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  Congress  intended  the  one  form  of 
patent  fur  both  classes  of  allotments. 

I  {\o  not  here  undertake  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  the  legal  effect 
which  a  patent  thus  issued  might  or  might  not  have  upon  property 
rights — if  any  there  are — already  vested  in  individual  Indians  under 
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existing  treaties  or  former  acts  of  OoDgress,  in  the  event  that  such 
vested  rights  should  be  found  incompatible  with  the  terms  of  the 
patent. 

While  perfectly  satisfied  that  no  vested  property  right  can  be — or 
was  intended  by  Congress  to  be — divested  by  means  of  such  patents,  I 
have  no  doubt  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  cause  them  to  be  is- 
sued, in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  statute. 

I  return  herewith  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Aff>iirs  and  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  act  to  which  it  re- 
fers. 


pbactick-'pre'emption  filing. 
James  et  al.  v.  Nolan. 

When  a  pre-emptor  applies  to  file  a  declaratory  statement  for  land  embraced  in  an 
entry  of  record,  alleging  settlement  prior  to  the  date  of  such  entry,  the  proper 
practice  is  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine  the  respective  rights  of  the  parties. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  March  23, 1887. 

The  land  involved  in  this  case  is  the  E.  ^  of  SE.  i  and  lots  4  and 
5,  Sec.  24,  T.  14  N.,  E.  67  W.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  Territory,  and  was 
formerly  embraced  in  desert  entry  No.  25,  made  by  James  Talbot,  No- 
vember 17,  1877,  and  canceled  by  departmental  decision  of  February 
26, 1885,  notice  of  which  issued  from  the  local  office  on  the  morning  of 
March  3,  1886. 

At  10:30  A.  M.,  same  day,  lot«  4  and  5  were  entered  in  the  name  of 
James  E.  Martin,  guardian  ot  James  W.  Martin,  minor  child  of  Will- 
iam J.  Martin,  deceased,  per  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  No. 
905,  and  the  E.  ^  of  SE.  ^  was  entered  in  the  name  of  Calvin  James, 
per  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  No.  906.  At  11  A.  M.,  same 
day,  the  preemption  declaratory  statement  of  Francis  Nolan  was  pre- 
sented at  the  local  office  for  all  the  tracts  above  specified,  settlement 
alleged  February  19,  1885,  and  the  same  was  rejected  because  the  land 
was  embraced  in  the  additional  homestead  entries  above  mentioned, 
and  for  the  further  reason  that  at  date  of  alleged  settlement  the  land 
was  embraced  in  an  uncanceled  entry,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  set- 
tlement or  entry. 

April  1, 1885,  Nolan  filed  an  amended  declaratory  statement,  alleging 
that  at  date  of  cancellation  of  the  said  desert  entry  of  Talbot,  he  was 
an  actual  settler  on  the  laud  embraced  by  his  filing,  and  was  residing 
there.  He  further  alleges  that  on  February  19,  1885,  he  purchased  for 
a  valuable  consideration  the  improvements  on  said  land,  consisting  of 
a  dwelling  house  and  some  wire  fencing,  etc.,  and  established  a  resi- 
dence thereon,  and  that  his  residence  has  been  continuous  since  that 
date.  lie  therefore  asked  a  hearing  to  show  his  superior  right  to  the 
land. 
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The  local  office  declined  to  accept  this  latter  declaratory  statement, 
and  transmitted  the  whole  record  to  your  office,  which,  by  decision  dated 
Jaly  31, 1885,  ordered  the  local  office  to  receive  and  file  said  declara* 
tory  statement  as  of  date  of  presentation,  and  hold  said  soldier's  addi- 
tional homestead  entries  subject  to  it,  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  be 
determined  on  contest,  or  when  the  pre-emptor  makes  final  proof.  From 
this  decision  an  appeal  is  brought  here  and  the  case  has  been  consid- 
ered. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  your  office  in  this  case  is  erroneous. 
Where  a  pre-emptor  applies  to  file  a  declaratory  statement  for  land  em- 
braced in  an  entry  of  record,  alleging  settlement  prior  to  the  date  of 
such  entry,  the  proper  practice  is  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine  the 
respective  rights  of  the  parties.  The  decision  of  your  office  is  therefore 
reversed,  and  you  will  direct  the  local  office  to  order  a  hearing  in  this 
case  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  pre-emptor. 


REPAYMENT-DESERT  LAND  ENTRY. 

'  Hiram  H.  Stone. 

Repayment  may  be  allowed  in  case  of  an  entry  made  in  good  faith  wbere  the  same 

cannot  be  contirmed  in  its  entii*ety. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  March  24,  1887. 

On  January  15,  1878,  Hiram  H.  Stone  made  desert  land  entry  at  the 
land  office  of  Bozeman,  Montana.  On  the  filing  of  the  plat  of  survey 
on  February  19,  1879,  the  entry  was  found  to  embrace  Lots  1, 2,3,  4, 5, 
0,  and  7  of  Sec.  4,  and^Lots  1,  2,  5,  6,  and  7,  the  S.  J  of  NE.  J  and  NE. 
\  of  SW.  i.  Sec.  5,  T.  2  S.,  H.  25  E. 

On  March  31, 1879,  William  M.  Rogers  made  application  to  file  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  for  the  tracts  above  described  in  section 
4,  alleging  settlement  December  4,  1877.  The  application  was  rejected 
by  the  local  officers  on  account  of  the  entry  of  Stone,  and  Sogers  then 
filed  an  affidavit  of  contest,  alleging  that  the  land  was  not  desert  in 
character.  A  hearing  was  had  fo  determine  the  truth  of  said  allegation, 
and  also  the  date  of  Rogers's  settlement.  L'pon  the  testimony  the  local 
officers  recommended  that  the  entry  be  allowed  to  stand,  and  the  claim 
of  Rogers  be  rejected.    The  case  was  transmitted  to  your  office. 

By  letter  of  June  15, 1880,  the  local  officers  forwarded  to  your  office 
the  relinquishment  of  said  entry  by  Stone.  Your  office  thereupon,  by 
letter  of  July  8,  1880,  closed  the  case,  allowed  the  filing  of  Rogers  to 
go  to  record,  and  further  stated:  *'The  application  of  Stone  for  the  re- 
turn of  his  first  payment  money  will  be  considered  hereafter,  and  will 
form  the  subject  of  another  communication." 

By  letter  of  May  11,  1885,  your  office  decided  thfe  question  of  repay- 
ment, and  held :  "  The  applicant  relinquished  his  entry  to  avoid  a  con- 
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test  with  one  Eogers,  a  preemptor.  The  law  governing  the  return  of 
purchase  money  does  not  provide  for  repayment  in  cases  where  parties 
voluntarily  relinquish  their  entries,  and  I  have  therefore  to  decline  to 
recommend  the  lepayment  a«ked  for.'^  Claimant  appealed.  His  ap- 
peal admits  that  he  relinquished  the  entry  *^  to  avoid  further  contest." 

An  inspection  of  the  records  of  your  office  shows  that  the  lands  lie 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Bailroad  Com- 
pany ;  and  that  said  section  five  is  a  granted  section.  The  map  of  general 
route  along  this  portion  of  the  line  was  filed  February  21, 1872,  and  the 
withdrawal  thereon  was  ordered  April  22  following,  notice  of  which 
reached  the  local  office  May  6, 1872.  After  the  withdrawal,  to  wit,  on 
January  15, 1878,  Stone  made  entry.  The  filing  of  the  plat  of  survey 
on  February  19,  1879,  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  greater  portion  of  his 
entry  (286.78  acres,  he  alleges,)  fell  in  a  section  granted  to  said  railroad 
company.  It  seems  dear  that  such  portion  of  the  entry  could  not  be 
confirmed. 

The  act  of  June  16,  1860,  provides  that — 

In  all  cases  where  homestead  or  timber-culture  or  desert  land  entries 
or  other  entries  of  public  lands  have  heretofore  or  shall  hereafter  be 
canceled  for  conflicty  or  where,  from  any  cause,  the  entry  has  been  er- 
roneouslv  allowed,  and  cannot  be  confirmed,  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior shall  cause  to  be  repaid  to  the  person  who  made  such  entry,  or  to 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  the  fees  and  commissions,  amount  of  purchase 
money,  and  excess  paid  upon  the  same,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  da- 
plicate  receipt  and  the  execution  of  a  proper  relinquishment  of  all 
claims  to  said  lands (21  Stat.,  287.) 

I  am  of  opinion  that  under  the  statute  applicant  is  entitled  to  repay- 
ment of  the  amount  paid  on  that  portion  of  his  entry  falling  \uthin  said 
section  five.  • 

The  remainder  of  the  entry,  he  claims,  embraces  but  211.32  acres, 
lying  in  said  section  four.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  that  por- 
tion of  the  entry  could  not  be  confirmed.  In  a  contest  involving  the 
character  of  the  land,  and  the  priority  of  right  to  the  tract,  the  local 
office  had  rendered  a  decision  in -favor  of  the  entryman,  and  that  de- 
cision was  never  revensed.  Tlie  relinquishment  made  under  these  cir- 
cumstances was  entirely  voluntary,  and,  if  no  other  element  entered  the 
case,  I  agree  with  your  office  in  holding  that  repayment  could  not  be 
made. 

The  desert  land  law  allows  six  hundred  and  forty  aeres  to  be  taken 
in  one  entry.  The  portion  of  the  entry  in  question  embraces  but  little 
over  two  hundred  acres.  To  hold  that  the  entryman  in  this  case  was 
obliged  to  complete  the  entry  for  that  portion  lying  in  section  four 
would  be  to  restrict  his  statutory  allowance,  and  to  punish  him  for  pur- 
suing the  law.  For  the  desert  land  law  permitted  entries  before  survey, 
and  at  that  time  it  could  not  be  ascertained  that  a  portion  of  uis  entry 
would  fall  in  a  section  liranted  to  said  railroad  eonix)any.  The  act  of 
June  16,  1880,  provides  for  repayment  in  cases  where  the  entry  cannot 
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be  coiitirmed.    It  sceins  a  consistent  construction  of  that  statute  to  hold 
that  it  contemplates  repayment  in  cases  where  the  entry  is  made  in  good 
faith,  and  cannot  be  confirmed  in  its  entirety.     In  this  view  applicant 
is  entitled  to  repayment  of  the  money  paid  on  said  entry. 
Said  decision  is  accordingly  reversed. 


railroad  qrast—witudraival ;  act  of  jise  15,  1h80. 
Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  McLean. 

The  existence  of  a  pre-emption  claim,  capable  of  being  perfected,  at  the  date  of  with- 
drawal on  general  roate,  excepts  the  land  covered  tliereby  from  the  eiTect  of 
such  withdrawal. 

The  right  of  purchase,  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  within  the  limits  of  the  grant, 
is  accorded  the  widow  of  an  entry  man,  though  the  entry  was  canceled  prior  to 
delinite  location  for  failure  to  make  final  proof,  and  the  application  was  made 
subsequently  thereto. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrou:  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  28,  1887. 

William  H.  McLean  made  homestead  entry  of  the  W.  J  of  NW.  J, 
SE.  J  of  NW.  4,  and  SW.  J  of  NE.  i,  Sec.  17,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  W.,  Helena, 
Montana,  May  3, 1872.  This  tract  is  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
of  the  odd  numbered  sections  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pa<5iflc 
Railroad  Company,  npon  map  of  general  route  filed  February  21, 1872. 
The  withdrawal  was  made  February  21,  1872,  notice  of  which  was  re- 
ceived at  the  local  oflBce  May  6, 1872.  It  is  also  within  the  forty  mile 
limit  of  said  road,  as  fixed  by  the  map  of  definite  location,  filed  July  6, 
1882. 

The  letter  of  withdrawal  directed  that  it  should  take  effect  from  the 
date  of  its  receipt  at  the  local  office.  Subsequently  the  Secretary  de- 
cided that  said  withdrawal  took  etfect  upon  the  filing  and  acceptance 
of  the  map  of  general  route.  Whereupon,  on  December  1,  1874,  Mc- 
Lean's entry  was  held  for  cancellation,  subject  to  appeal,  but  no  appeal 
was  taken  from  said  decision. 

July  3,  1879,  the  local  officers  reported  that  McLean  had  been  noti- 
fied, pursuant  to  office  circular  of  December  20,  1873,  to  show  cause 
within  thirty  days  why  his  entry  should  not  be  canceled  for  failure  to 
make  proof  of  compliance  with  the  law  within  the  statutory  period,  and 
failing  to  respond  to  such  notice,  his  entry  was  canceled  September  11, 
1879,  and  no  appeal  was  taken  from  that  action. 

McLean  died  the  20th  day  of  August,  1882,  and  Maria  McLean — his 
widow — on  March  15, 1883,  made  application  to  purchase  said  tract 
under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  upon  the  ground  that  her  husband's 
entry  was  confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1876(19 
Stat.,  35),  and  that  payment  for  the  laud  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880, 
2278  DEC 34 
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is  equivalent  to  proof  of  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  home- 
stead law. 

Tour  oflBce  awarded  to  Mrs.  McLean  the  right  to  purchase,  holding 
that  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  it  became  optional  with  a  homestead 
entryraan  either  to  make  proof  of  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
homestead  law,  or  to  purchase  the  land,  and  that  payment  for  the 
land  is  accepted  in  lieu  of  such  proof,  from  which  decision  the  company 
appealed. 

At  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  this  tract  was  covered  by  the  follow- 
ing pre  emption  filings: 

A.  J.  Wetter  for  the  ^W.  J  of  XW.  J,  with  other  tracts,  May  13, 
1868,  alleging  settlement  same  day. 

William  M.  Scott,  S.  i  of  NW.  J,  with  other  tracts,  October  5,  1868, 
alleging  settlement  same  day,  amended  October  14,  1872,  excluding 
said  tract. 

Jerome  S.  Glick,  SW.  J  of  NE.  J,  with  other  tracts,  November  27, 

1868,  alleging  settlement  same  day. 

Robert  0,  Wallace,  S W.  J  of  !NE.  J,  with  other  tracts,  December  13, 

1869,  alleging  settlement  same  day. 

Prior  to  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  no  time  had  been  prescribed  within 
which  pre-emptors  were  required  to  make  proof  and  payment  for  their 
claims  on  unoftered  lands,*  but  that  act  provided  that  nothing  in  the 
act  of  March  27, 1854,  "shall  be  construed  to  relieve  settlers  on  lands 
reserved  for  railroad  purposes  from  the  obligation  to  file  the  proper  no- 
tices of  their  claims,  as  in  other  cases,  ^d  all  claimants  of  pre-emption 
rights  shall  hereafter,  when  no  shorter  period  of  time  is  now  prescribed 
by  law,  make  proof  and  payment  for  the  lands  claimed  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  date  prescribed  for  filing  their  declaratory  notices 
shall  have  expired." 

The  act  of  March  3,  1871,  extended  the  time  within  which  proof  and 
payment  shall  be  made,  one  year;  and  this  provision  has  since  been  in 
force  and  was  subsequently  incorporated  in  the  lievised  Statutes  as 
section  2267,  which  provides  fliat  all  claimants  of  pre  emption  rights 
upon  unoffered  lands  shall  make  proper  proof  and  payment  for  the  land 
claimed  within  thirty  months  after  the  date  prescribed  for  filing  their 
declarator^'  notices  has  expired. 

It  therefore  appears  that  at  the  date  of  the  withdrawal  a  pre  emption 
claim  to  the  land  in  controversy  was  subsisting,  capable  of  being  per- 
fected, and  hence  this  tract  of  land  not  being  affected  by  the  withdrawal 
for  the  benefit  of  the  road,  the  homestead  entry  of  McLean  was  not 
controlled  by  the  act  of  April  21,  1876. 

In  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  v.  Burt  (3  L 
D.,  490),  the  Department  held  that  the  widow  of  an  entryman  had  the 
right  to  purchase  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880,  although  the  entry 
had  been  canceled  for  failure  to  make  proof  within  the  statutory  period 
prior  to  the  definite  location  of  the  road,  and  although  the  application 
to  purchase  was  made  subsequent  thereto,  following  a  long  line  of  de- 
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partmental  decisions.    See  also  Gilbert  r.  Speariog  {i  L.  D.,  463), 
Holmes  v.  Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (5  id.,  333.) 

Applying  this  rule  to  the  case  at  bar,  Mrs.  McLean  should  be  allowed 
to  purchase,  and  for  this  reason  I  affirm  your  decision. 


virginia  military  land  warrant-scrip, 
Heirs  of  Isham  Floyd. 

All  clnims  properly  allowed  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  prior  to  March  1,  1H52,  are 
entitled  to  recognition  and  to  satisfaction  in  scrip,  withont  respect  to  the  time 
when  the  warrant  was  issued  by  the  register  of  the  State  land  office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  March  28,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  filed  in  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Isham 
Floyd  from  your  decision,  dated  August  10, 1886,  refusing  to  recommend 
the  issuance  of  scrip  on  account  of  land  office  military  warrant  No.  9956, 
allowed  and  issued,  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  to  L.  Floyd  Nock,  ad: 
luiqistrator  of  Isham  Floyd,  deceased,  his  heirs  or  assigns. 

This  claim  is  brought  under  the  acts  of  Congress,  approved  respect- 
ively August  31,  1852  (10  Stat.,  148),  and  June  22,  I860  (12  Stat.,  84). 

The  act  of  1852  was  entitled:  An  act  making  further  provisions  for 
the  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  warrants,'^  and  section  one  thereof 
provided :  . 

That  sLW  unsatisfied  outstanding  military  land  warrants,  or  parts  of 
warrants,  issued  or  allowed  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-two,  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia,  for  military  services  performed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers, 
seamen  or  marines,  of  the  Virginia  State  and  Continental  lines,  in  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  Revolution,  may  be  surrendered  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  who,  upon  being  satisfied,  by  a  revision  of  the  proofs, 
or  by  additional  testimony,  that  any  warrant  thus  surrendered  was 
fairly  and  justly  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  said  Commonwealth, 
for  military  services  so  rendered,  shall  issue  land-scrip  in  favor  of  the 
present  proprietors  of  any  warrant  thus  surrendered,  for  the  whole  or 
any  i>ortion  thereof  yet  unsatisfied,  etc. 

In  the  administration  of  this  law,  the  land  department  ruled,  follow- 
ing an  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  on  the  subject,  that  the  words 
**  allowed "  and  "  issued,"  as  used  in  the  act,  were  synonymous,  and 
that  scrip  could  issue  only  in  those  cases  in  which  the  warrants  upon 
which  it  rested  had  been  allowed  ani  issued  prior  to  March  1, 1852. 

It  appears  there  were  many  cases  in  which  there  having  been  an 
allowance  of  land  bounty  by  the  governor  of  Virginia  prior  to  March  1, 
1852,  the  warrants  on  said  allowances  did  not  actually  issue  until  after 
said  date.  The  warrants  were  issued  by  the  register  of  the  State  land 
office  on  the  finding  of  the  governor.  Under  the  ruling  above  indicate, 
the  Department  refused  to  issue  scrip  in  all  cases  where  the  State  war- 
rants had  not  been  actually  issued  prior  to  March  1, 1852. 
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Congress  evidently  was  pot  satisfled  with  this  construction  of  the 
act  of  1852,  for  on  the  22d  of  June,  1860,  an  act  was  approved  entitled, 
^^An  act  to  declare  tlie  meaning;:  of  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  making 
further  provisions  for  the  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  warrants,'  passed 
August  thirty-one,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-two." 

Said  act  provided : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  executing  the  provisions  of  the 

act  passed  August  thirty-one,  eighteen  hundred  aud  fifty  two, he 

required  so  to  construe  the  same  as  to  authorize  the  satisfaction  in  scrip 
of  all  warrants  or  parts  of  warrants  issued  on  allowances  made  by  the 
executive  of  Virginia  prior  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty-two,  coming  within  the  principles  already  recognized  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior  in  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the 
said  act,  and  whether  issued  before  or  since  the  first  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  two:  Provided,  hoicever,  That  no  warrant  or 
part  of  a  warrant  shall  be  satisfied  in  scrip,  founded  or  issued  on  any 
allowance  made  by  the  executive  of  Virginia  since  the  first  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -two. 

In  the  case  under  consideration,  the  allowance  of  land  bountv  was 
made  March  19,  1834,  by  the  governor,  who  then  gave  direction  that 
'*the  register  will  issue  a  warrant  accordingly.''  The  warrant  did  not 
issue  until  November  13,  1884.  It  is  now  before  me,  and  is  for  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  to  L.  Floyd  Nock,  administrator  of  Isbam  Floyd, 
deceased,  his  heirs  or  assigns. 

Your  decision  holds  that  the  word  "since"  in  the  phrase  "whether 
issued  before  or  since  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  aud 
fifty-two,"  in  the  act  of  1860,  relates  to  the  intervening  time  between 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1852  and  of  the  act  of  June  22,  1S0(),  and  you 
therefore  refuse  to  recognize  a  warrant  issued  since  the  last  named  date. 
In  this  I  think  yon  err.  The  present  case  is  I  understand  the  first  of 
the  kind  rejected  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1860,  while  many 
during  the  period  named  have  been  approved  by  your  office  and  scrip 
has  issued  thereon.  Much  weight  is  to  be  attached  to  a  continuous 
practice  and  uniform  construction  one  way  through  a  period  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Whenever  an  act  of  Congress  has,  by  actual  decision,  or  by  continued 
usage  and  practice,  received  a  construction  of  the  proper  department, 
and  that  construction  has  been  acted  upon  for  a  succession  of  years,  it 
must  be  a  strong  aud  palpable  case  of  error  and  injustice  to  justify  a 
change  in  the  interpretation  to  be  given  it.     (2  Op.  558;  10  lb.,  52). 

When  there  is  ambiguity  or  doubt  in  the  construction  of  a  statute,  a 
long  continued  construction  of  it  in  practice  in  a  department  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  persuasive,  if  not  absolutely  controlliog,  in  its 
effect.    United  States  r.  Graham  (110  U.  S.,  219). 

In  this  case,  however,  there  is  in  my  mind  no  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
construction  of  the  act  of  1860,  although  doubt  is  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  you  have  placed  upon  the  law  a  construction  dififereut  from  that 
which  had  previously  to  your  decision  in  question  been  entertained  and 
acted  upon.    The  meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  word  "since"  as  used 
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in  the  act,  if  considered  in  the  light  of  its  ordinary  use,  may  admit  of 
doubt,  but  certainly  the  signification  given  it  by  your  decision  is  not 
fixed,  certain  or  conclusive.  Worcester  defines  the  word  as  meaning 
"after;  from  tiie  time  of,"  while  Webster  defines  it  to  mean  "from  the 
time  of;  in  or  during  the  time  subsequent  to;  subsequently  to;  after." 

These  definitions  attach  a  broad  significance  to  the  w^ord  and  taking 
as  a  basis  or  starting  point  the  initial  date  to  which  the  word  must  nec- 
essarily relate,  it  clearly  indicates  a  reference  to  the  future  generally, 
without  limitation  or  restriction. 

When  the  context  of  the  act  of  1860,  tiie  character  of  the  legislation, 
its  general  scope  and  purpose,  the  facts  and  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary  are  considered,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning  as  nsed  in  said  act. 

Virginia  had  claims  to  certain  lands  in  what  was  known  as  the  Vir- 
ginia military  laud  ilistrict  in  southern  Ohio.  These  lands  had  been  re- 
served to  her  to  enable  her  to  make  good  her  pledges  in  bounty  land  to 
certain  classes  of  her  officers,  soldiers,  seamen  and  marines,  for  their 
services  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

In  consideration  of  the  act  of  1852,  authorizing  the  issuance  of  scrip 
in  satisfaction  of  her  militar3'  land  warrants,  the  State  was  required  by 
said  act  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  the  lands  in  the  Virginia  military  land 
district  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  This  she  did  bv  resolution  of  her  General 
Asseuibly,  passed  December  (>,  18513. 

It  was  supposed  by  the  State  that  the  act  of  Congress  of  1852  made 
provision  for  all  land  warrants  Issued  or  allowed  under  her  laws.  She 
could  not  in  good  faith  with  her  grantees  have  accepted  the  act  of  Con- 
gress on  any  other  understanding.  The  construction  placed  upon  the 
act  by  the  Attorney  General,  whose  opinion  was  followed  by  this  De- 
partment, ma<le  it  evident  that  she  could  not  under  the  law  as  it  then 
stoo<l  see  a  ftilfillment  of  her  pledges  to  her  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 
Further  legislation  was  therefore  sought  and  the  result  was  the  act  of 
18C0.  The  fact  that  Congress  further  legislated  on  the  subject  shows 
clearly  its  purpose  to  fully  satisfy  all  claims  which  had  been  recognized 
by  the  State  under  her  laws.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  act  of  1800  does 
not  imrport  to  grant  any  new  right.  Its  purpose,  as  stated  in  its  cap- 
tion, is  "  to  declare  the  meaning"  of  the  act  of  1852,  and  the  body  of  the 
act  requires  a  certain  construction  of  said  act  of  1852. 

That  construction  was  much  more  liberal  than  that  which  had  been 
placed  upon  the  act  by  the  Department,  and  it  cannot  I  think  be  doubted, 
in  viewof  all  the  facts  and  circumstances,  that  Congress  intended  to  make 
good,  by  the  issuance  of  scrip,  all  the  pledges  which  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia had  given  to  her  revolutionary  soldiers  and  sailors,  whose  claims 
she  had  adjudicated  and  allowed  prior  to  March  1,  1852. 

In  short,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  word  "since,"  as  used  in  the  act  of 
June  22, 18G0,  is  to  be  construed,  in  the  administration  of  the  act,  in  the 
sense  of  the  word  ''after,"  and  that  all  claims  properly  allowed  under 
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the  laws  of  tbe  State  of  Virgiuirt  prior  to  March  1,  1852,  are  entitled  to 
recognition  bj  jour  office  and  to  satisfaction  in  scrip,  upon  the  surren- 
der of  the  unsatisfied  outstanding  military  land  warrant  based  ui)on 
such  allowance,  it  matters  not  when  such  warrant  was  actually  issued 
by  the  register  of  the  State  land  office. 

The  limitation  as  to  these  claims  is  to  be  found  only  in  the  date  of 
their  allowance  by  the  State,  and  not  in  the  date  of  their  issuance. 

You  will  recognize  and  act  ui>on  the  military  warrant,  No.  9956,  in 
question,  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 


homestead  entry— amesdmext, 
Daniel  Keesee. 

Ameudineiit  of  au  entry  will  not  be  nlluwed  on  tlie  ground  tbat  a  tract  in  now  subject 
to  appropriation  wbicb  was  excluded  tberefroui  at  tbe  dateof  applicant*8  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  CommxHsioner  SparkSj  March  28, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Keesee 

from  your  office  decision  of  May  25,  1886,  refusing  to  allow  him  to 

amend  his  homestead  entry  No.  884,  foi  the  S.  i  of  the  SW.  i,  the  NE. 

i  of  the  SW.  J,  and  the  SE.  J  of  the  NW.  J,  of  Sec.  4,  T.  23,  R.  48, 

•   Pueblo  district,  Colorado. 

CUimant  swears  that  he  "settled  upon  the  S.  i  of  the  NW.  \auX 
the  N.  i  of  the  SW.  J" — not  specifying  the  locality  more  definitely  than 
this — in  187G;  that  being  a  poor  man  he  did  not  make  his  entry  autil 
January  21, 1877 ;  that  then,  on  applying  at  the  local  land  office,  he  found 
that  two  of  the  forties  he  had  intended  to  enter — to  wit,  tbe  N  W.  J  of  the 
SW.  J  and  the  SW.  J  of  the  N  W.  \  of  said  section  4— had  been  entered 
by  one  James  W.  Chad  wick;  that  he  then  entered  the  tract  first 
above  described  ;  that  said  Chadwick  never  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  homestead  law;  that  claimant  thereupon  procured  tbe 
cancellation  of  Chadwick's  said  homestead  entry  (October  28,  ItSOj; 
and  the  land  covered  by  said  Chadwick's  (now  canceled)  homestead 
entry  having  become  by  virtue  of  said  cancellation  ])ublic  land,  claim- 
ant applies  to  be  permitted  to  amend  his  entry  so  as  to  embrace  the  said 
N  W.  J  of  the  SW.  i  and  SW.  J  of  the  if  W.  J,  in  lieu  of  the  S.  4  of  the 
SW.  ^ — the  former  being  the  laud  which  he  originally  intended  to  enter. 
He  alleges  moreover,  that  "The  S.  i  of  the  SW.  J  is  cut  off  from  my 
claim  by  the  county  road,  and  to  fence  it  requires  about  one  mile  or 
more  fencing,  and  this  expense  I  can  not  afford,  as  I  am  a  poor  mau; 
and  without  fencing  in  this  cattle  country  1  can  not  protect  and  pre- 
serve it  for  my  own  use." 

The  Department  has  always  permitted  the  amendment  of  an  entry, 
in  the  sense  of  the  correction  of  an  i*icorrect  record  (where  au  error  bad 
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been  made  wbereby  tbe  record  failed  to  describe  correctly  the  land 
which  the  claimant  intended  to  enter),  provided  no  superior  adverse 
right  intervened  prior  to  the  application  to  amend.  (See  2  C.  L.  Oo 
l<i2;  2  L.  D.,  170;  ib.,  575;  3  L.  D.,  157;  ib.,  413;  4  L.  D.,  365.) 

But  "the  Department  is  slow  to  act  favorably  upon  applications  to 
Amend  entries  deliberately  made  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the 
applicant"  (Florey  and  Moat,  4  L.  D.,  365),  In  the  case  last  cited  such 
amendment  was  allowed;  but  the  applicant  had  suffered  injury  from 
the  mistake  of  the  local  officers  in  making  an  erroneous  record.  The 
Department  has  gone  so  far  as  to  intimate  that  "such  amendment 
might  be  allowed  as  a  matter  of  equity  to  relieve  a  conflict  of  claims  by 
taking  a  clearly  vacant  tract"  (Neubert  v.  Middendorf,  10  C.  L.  O.,  34). 
But  the  Department,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  never  allowed  an  amend, 
raent  simply  because  the  claimant  had  changed  his  mind,  or  because  a 
tract  which  he  preferred  had  come  into  market  after  he  made  his  entry. 
I  see  no  good  reason  for  disturbing  your  decision  refusing  Keesoe's  ap- 
plication to  amend,  and  therefore  affirm  the  same. 


homestead  entry— act  of  june  15,  1880. 
George  E.  Sandford. 

Th*^  ri^ht  of  purchase  conferred  by  tho  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  not 
being  dependent  upon  compliance  with,  or  qualiticatious  under  the  homestead 
Ihw,  nor  subject  to  any  other  restrictions  than  are  imposed  in  case  of  ordinary 
cash  entry,  is  not  defeated  by  contract  of  sale  made  prior  to  purchase. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  March  31,  1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  March  12,  1887,  and  accompanying 
papers,  i elating  to  cash  entry  No.  766,  for  SW.  J  of  Sec.  24,  T.  15  N.,  R. 
22  W.,  6th  P.  M.,  North  Platte  land  district,  Nebraska. 

It  appears  that  George  E.  Sandford  made  homestead  entry  of  said 
tract  January  9, 1880.  and  purchased  the  same  under  the  second  section 
of  the  act  of  June  15,1880(21  Stat,  237),  and  on  April  13, 1883,  received 
cash  entry  certificate  for  the  same,  on  which  patent  was  issued  October 
26,  1883.  On  September  10, 1885,  the  tract  was  visited  by  Special  Agent 
George  B.  Coburn,  who  reported  that  the  laud  was  then  in  possession 
of  tbe  Brighton  Hanch  Company,  to  which  company  the  county  records 
showed  it  had  been  conveyed  by  deed,  executed  on  May  11, 1883 — about 
one  month  after  final  certificate  had  issued  to  Sandford — but  the  special 
agent  reported  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  land  had  been  actually  sold  by 
Sandford  prior  to  the  issue  of  the  certificate. 

lu  aapportof  this  assertion  is  transmitted  the  affidavit  of  Sandford, 
dated  September  3, 1885,  wherein  he  states  that  he  settled  upon  this 
same  laud  as  far  back  as  1876,  first  filed  a  pre-emption  declaratory  state- 
meut  and  later  a  homestead  entry  thereon,  which  was  done  in  good 
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faith  and  for  his  own  use  and  benefit;  had  a  shanty,  stable,  and  five  or 
&\x  acres  in  cultivation,  and  also  worked  about  and  occasionally  for  tbe 
Brighton  Ranch  Company ;  that  said  company  fenced  the  surrounding 
country,  thus  enclosing  his  homestead  claim,  against  his  protest,  and 
that  their  cattle  destroyed  his  crops;  that  a  short  time  prior  to  pur- 
chasing said  tract  he  made  arrangements  with  Ferdinand  Zimmerer, 
representing  the  Brighton  Eanch  Company,  to  sell  to  him  said  tract  for 
the  sum  of  $500;  that  at  the  time  the  cash  entry  certificate  was  given 
said  Zimmerer  paid  the  receiver  the  price  of  said  land  and  afterwards 
paid  to  him,  Sandford,  the  balance  of  the  said  sum  of  $500.  The  special 
agent  states  that  Zimmerer  will  corroborate  said  statements  as  to  tbe 
sale  and  payments,  but  does  not  furnish  his  affidavit. 

On  this  state  of  facts  you  recommend  that  the  Attorney  General  be 
requested  to  institute  suit  for  the  i)urpose  of  setting  aside  the  patent 
issued  for  said  lands. 

That  portion  of  tbe  act  of  June  15,  1880,  under  which  the  purchase 
by  Sandford  was  made  is  as  follows  : 

That  i)er8ons,  who  have  heretofore,  under  any  of  the  homestead  laws, 
entered  lands  properly  subject  to  such  wintry may  entitle  them- 
selves to  said  lands  by  pa^  ing  the  government  price  therefor. 

This  language  is  plain  and  unambiguous,  and  annexes  no  conditions 
or  prerequisite  to  the  purchase  of  lands  theretofore  properly  entered 
under  any  of  the  homestead  laws,  other  than  the  freedom  of  the  tract  in 
question,  from  adverse  claim,  and  the  payment  by  the  applicant  of  the 
proper  government  price.  No  requirement  is  made  as  to  proof  of  hav- 
ing complied  with  the  demands  of  the  homestead  law  as  to  residence, 
improvement,  or  cultivation,  or  non-alienation,  as  in  the  case  of  obtain- 
ing title  to  lands  under  the  homestead  laws.  In  short,  this  is  a  right  to 
purchase,  by  cash  entry,  lands  theretofore  enteied  under  the  homestead 
la^s,  in  the  same  way  and  without  other  restrictions  than  are  imposed 
in  the  case  of  ordinary  private  cash  entry ;  that  is  to  sa3',  the  land  must 
be  subject  to  such  sale  and  the  price  must  be  paid. 

This  has  been  the  uniform  construction  which  this  second  section  of 
said  act  has  received  in  the  land  department,  from  its  passage  to  tbe 
present  day,  and  I  do  not  see  how  any  other  could  have  been  placed 
upon  it. 

In  the  circular  of  instructions,  relating  to  the  act  in  question,  issued 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  ai)pi'oved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  October  9,  1880  ( I  C.  L.  L.,  407),  it  is  said : 

"  Applications  to  purchase  under  the  second  section  will  bemade 

as  in  the  case  of  ordinary  cash  entry."  **  Final  homestead  ]>roof  not 
being  required  in  these  cases,  no  advertisement  or  notice  of  intention  to 
make  final  proof  is  necessary  and  no  final  homestead  fees  are  to  be  paid 
or  collected."  These  same  instructions  are  repeated  in  the  General 
Circular  of  March  1, 1884,  pp.  10  and  17— the  latest  issued  by  the  land 
department. 
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There  is  tbeu  iiotLing  in  the  law  authorizing  the  eutryman  to  mai^e  a 
purchase  under  said  section  and  act,  or  in  the  regulations  of  the  Land 
Department,  \^'hich  prohibits  him  from  making  such  contract  of  future 
sale,  as  is  here  shown  to  have  been  made.  The  part}',  having  made  the 
entry,  could  *' entitle"  himself  absolutely  to  the  tract  covered  by  it,  by 
paying  the  price  therefor.  And  the  fact  that  he  made  a  previous  agree- 
ment to  hell  can  in  no  way,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  in  the  absence  of  a  pro- 
hibition to  that  effect,  impair  this  right  of  purchase.  No  law  was  vio- 
lated and  no  fraud  practiced,  but  a  clear  legal  right  was  exercised,  both 
as  to  the  purchase  and  sale. 

1  therefore  decline  to  concur  in  the  recommendation  to  the  Attorney 
General. 


preemptiox;  osage  trust  lands. 
Todd  KneTpple. 

By  filing  Osage  dfclaraturj-  fftatement  andperfectiug  entry  tliereunder  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  May  "Z^^  1^^0,  the  right  of  pre-emption  tosach,  or  any  other  landsy 
18  thereby  exhansted. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks j  March  31,  1887. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  your  decision  of  February  19th  last,  affirming 
the  action  of  the  local  officers  in  rejecting  the  api)lication  of  Todd 
Knepple  to  file  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  17,  T.  24  S.,  K.  46  W.,  Lamar, 
Colorado,  upon  the  ground  that  Knepple  had  exhausted  his  right  of  pre- 
emption by  filing  and  perfecting  entry  on  Osage  Lands  in  Kansas  under 
the  act  of  May  28,  1«8()  (21  Stat,  143).  It  is  admitted  that  applicant 
filed  declaratory  statement  for  a  quarter-section  of  the  Osage  Indian 
trust  and  diminished  reserve  land  at  Garden  City,  Kansas,  claiming 
said  tract  as  a  pre-emption  right  under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  May 
28,  1880,  perfected  said  entry,  and  that  certificate  therefor  was  issued 
to  him  February  19,  1880. 

January  24,  1887,  Knepple  offered  to  file  declarator}'  statement  for 
the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  17,  T.  21  S.,  R.  4G  W.,  Lamar,  Colorado,  cLaiming  the 
same  as  a  preemption  right  under  the  act  of  Se]>tember  4,  1841.  The 
register  and  receiver  rejected  said  application,  for  the  reason  above 
stated,  from  which  rejection  applicant  appealed,  upon  the  ground  (1) 
That  he  has  never  made  such  pre  emption  filing  as  is  contemplated  by 
section  2201  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  (2)  That  Osage  Indian  trust 
and  diminished  reserve  lands  are  not  subject  to  the  general  preemption 
laws,  and  hence  a  filing  and  entry  upon  such  lands  is  no  bar  to  a  sub- 
sequent entry  of  public  land  under  the  act  of  September  4,  1841. 

This  appeal  brings  directly  in  issue  the  question,  whether  a  pre- 
emptor  exhausts  his  pre-emption  right  by  a  filing  on  Osage  trust  and 
diminished  reserve  lands,  and  that  is  the  sole  issue  in  the  case. 
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Tt  is  claimed  by  appellant  that  the  ruling  of  the  Department  iu  the 
cas-.^  of  Woodbury,  administrator,  v.  United  States  (5  L.  D.,  303),  is  de- 
cisive of  this  question.  In  that  case  the  sole  question  decided  was  that 
the  statutory  oath  required  of  a  pre-eraptor  is  not  applicable  to  an  entry 
under  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  the  only  condition  prerequisite  to  such 
entries  being  that  the  entryman  shall  be  an  actual  settler,  with  the 
qualifications  of  a  preemptor. 

It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  an  entry  of  Osage  Indian  lands  is  not 
the  exercise  of  a  pre-emption  right,  although  the  conditions  of  entry  may 
not  be  governed  by  the  general  pre  emption  law  iu  all  respects.  It  was 
distinctly  held  that  an  entry  of  Osage  lands  could  be  made  only  by  a 
person  having  the  qualification  of  a  preemptor.  The  exercise  of  a  right 
due  alone  to  a  preemptor  is  nccessaril}'  the  exercise  of  a  pre-emption 
right. 

But  appellant  urges  in  sup])ort  of  this  appeal  that  the  oath  required 
of  appellant  iu  the  present  application  is  '*that  he  has  never  had  the 
benefit  of  any  right  of  pre  emption  under  section  2259,"  and  that  he  did 
not  exercise  his  "preemption  right"  in  making  his  entry  of  the  Osage 
trust  lands,  or  claim  said  lands  by  virtue  of  the  provision  of  section  2259, 
but  that  in  his  Osage  declaratory  statement  "he  declared  his  intention 
to  claim  said  tract  as  a  pre-emption  right^nndev  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  May  28, 1880,  for  the  disposal  of  the  Osage  Indian  lands.''  This  state- 
ment of  appellant  seems  to  be  a  conclusive  argument  against  the  further 
exercise  of  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

What  is  the  right  of  pre-emption  under  section  2259  of  the  Revised 
Statutes?  It  is  a  light  based  upon  settlement,  inhabitancy,  and  culti- 
vation, to  purchase  by  legal  sulidivisions  any  number  of  acres  not  to 
exceed  one  hundre<l  and  sixty,  upon  subscribing  to  the  statutory  oath 
required  iu  section  2262  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

The  act  of  May  28,  1880,  provides  that  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and 
dinnnished  reserve  lands  shall  be  "subject  to  disposal  to  actual  settlers 
ou]y  havivg  the  qualifications  of  pre-e^nptorsP 

A  pre-emption  right  In  its  general  sense  is  defined  to  be  "the  right  or 
privilege  ol  purchasing  bifore  others."  As  applied  to  the  act  of  May 
28, 1880,  it  is  the  exclusive  right  of  purchasing  in  the  first  instance,  be- 
cause these  lands  can  not  be  ofl'ered  for  sale  in  any  other  manner  until 
the  pre-emption  right  has  been  exercised  by  some  one  and  default  in 
payment  be  made  therefor. 

It  being  shown  that  this  is  a  pre  emption  right,  the  qu«^stJon  aris^es 
can  this  right  be  again  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  either  Osage  lauds 
or  other  lands  under  the  general  pre-emption  laws! 

It  can  not  be  questioned  that  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  general  land 
law  is  that  no  person  shall  have  more  than  one  preference  right  of  pur- 
chase of  any  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  that  such  right  is  exhausted 
when  exercised  in  the  i>urchasc  of  any  legal  subdivision  allowed  by  law 
under  the  general  pre-emption  law,  or  under  the  act  of  May  28, 1880, 
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providiu«y  for  the  dispositiou  of  the  Osage  Indiau  trust  aud  diuiiuisbed 
reserve  lauds.  ' 

Under  the  act  of  July  15,  1870  (10  Stat.,  362)  it  was  not  contem- 
plated that  settlem**nt  upon  these  lands  sliould  be  governed  in  all  re- 
spects by  the  general  pre-emption  laws  (Foster  ».  Brost,  II  Kan.,  3.10) 
but  the  act  of  May  9,  1872,  declared  that  these  lands  should  be  subject 
to  disposal  to  actual  settlers  only  in  accordance  with  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  pre  emption  laws,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  pmvided,  however,  "that  the  restriction  of 
the  preemption  laws  relating  to  previous  enjoyment  of  the  pre-emption 
right,  to  removal  from  one's  own  land  in  the  same  State,  or  the  owner- 
ship of  over  three  hundred  aud  twenty  acres,  shall  not  apply  to  any 
settler  actually  residing  on  his  or  her  claim  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of 
this  acty    (17  Stat.,  90). 

It  would  seem  from  this  that,  while  Congress  did  uot  intend  by  the 
act  of  July  15,  1870,  to  apply  to  these  entries  the  general  principles  of 
the  pre-emption  law,  it  did  not  dispense  with  the  restriction  of  the  pre- 
emption law  as  to  the  exercise  of  more  than  one  pre-emption  right,  other- 
wise there  would  have  been  no  nec^^ssity  for  the  provision  in  the  act 
of  May  9,  1872,  as  to  the  settlers  actually  residing  ou  their. claims  at  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  that  act* 

This  provision  applying  only  to  settlers,  who  were  actually  residing 
ou  their  claims  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1872,  it  follows  that  all  entries 
based  upon  ►ettlement  made  after  said  date  were  governed  in  all  re- 
spects by  the  general  principles  of  the  pre-emption  law,  until  the  act  of 
May  28,  18K),  which  provided  that  actual  settlers  umler  existing 
laws  (any  failure  to  comply  with  such  existing  laws  notwithstanding) 
fthall  be  allowed  sixty  days  in  which  to  make  proof  of  and  payment  for 
their  claims  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  and  section  two  of  said  act 
provides  that  the  remaining  unappropriated  lands  shall  be  disposed  of 
to  actual  settlers  ou\y  having  the  qualification  of  pre  emptors.  To  deter- 
mine the  qualitication  of  a  preemptor,  it  is  necessary  to  look  to  the  gen- 
eral pre-emption  law.  Under  this  law  no  one  is  a  qualified  preemptor 
who  has  once  exercised  the  right  of  preemption. 

Appellant  was  only  authorized  to  make  entry  of  Usage  trust  and 
diminished  reserve  lunds  by  virtue  of  his  right  as  a  preemptor,  and 
having  exercised  that  right  or  privilege  in  the  purchase  of  Osage  lands, 
H  was  exhausted  as  a  preemption  right  to  all  other  lands. 

Your  decision  is  therefore  uffirmed,  * 
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Ton XS HIP  PLAT— FINAL  PROOF. 
ElISHA  B.  CllAVENS. 

The  ri<;lit  to  submit  rtnal  proof  recognized,  peiKliog  suspension  of  the  to\rnship  plat ; 
it  appearing  that  the  survey  is  substantially  correct,  that  the  lines  of  the  section 
involved  will  not  be  changed,  and  that  the  settler  may  not  be  able  to  make  final 
proof  in  the  event  of  further  delay. 

Acting  Secretary  Miildrow  to  Commissioner  Sparka^  7\larch  31,  1887. 

Elisbii  B.  Cravens,  by  his  attorney,  has  filed  an  application  for  cer- 
tiorari under  rules  83  and  84  of  i)ra<;tice. 

In  this  a[)plication  it  is  alleged  that  Craven.*^  settled  upon  li»ts  2, 3,  4, 
and  5,  in  Sec.  9,  T.  6,  K.  80,  Glenwood  Springs,  Colorado,  on  the  12th  of 
]\Iay,  1884,  the  plat  of  said  township  having  been  filed  prior  to  that  date, 
and  has  since  resided  there  continuou.>ly,  cultivating  and  improving  said 
tracts,  his  imi)roveinents  thereon  being  valued  at  about  $13,000;  that 
on  the  28th  of  August,  1885,  he  offered  final  proof,  and  tendered  pay- 
ment for  the  land  described  under  the  i>re-eniption  law,  which  proof  and 
payment  were  refused,  because  the  township  plat  had  been  su8[>endedy 
for  the  reason  that  the  survey  of  the  township  was  erroneous.  It  is 
further  alleged  that  since  September,  1885,  applicant  has  often  requested 
you  to  remo\*e  said  order  of  suspension  and  allow  him  to  submit  his  final 
proof,  and,  if  necessary,  to  have  an  examination  of  said  surveys  niaile  in 
the  field,  in  order  to  ascertain  from  what  cause  the  apparent  error  thercnu 
arose;  that  some  time  in  June,  1886,  an  order  was  made  by  you  for  the 
surveyor-general  of  Colorado  to  have  said  survey  examined,  and  in  pur- 
suance thereof  said  surveyor-general  selected  a  skillful  examiner  and 
surveyor,  who  went  upon  the  ground  and  thoroughly  exatnined  said 
township  and  other  townships  complained  of,  embraced  in  the  order  of 
susi)ension  before  mentioned ;  that  when  sai<i  examiner  reported  to  your 
office  you  determined  to  adopt  the  survey'  of  township  6,  and  held  that 
it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  government  as  well  as  the  people  that  a 
fractional  township  should  be  thrown  in  somewhere  to  the  east  of  said 
survey,  and  that  the  survey  should  be  allowed  to  remain  a^  it  is;  that 
said  examiner's  report  was  to  the  effect  that  the  interior  corners  of  the 
township  were  substantially  correct  in  location,  and  that  the  error  in  the 
matter  was  not  in  said  survey,  but  in  the  one  to  which  this  one  was  at- 
tached having  been  made  at  a  point  to  the  east  in  the  mounUiins;  that 
it  was  recommended  to  you  by  the  surveying  division  of  the  department 
that  the  order  of  suspension  be  removed  from  township  6,  except  as  to 
the  southern  and  western  tiers  of  sections,  iuiismuch  as  those  lines  had 
not  been  finally  examined;  that  finally,  by  letter  dated  November  18, 
1886,  you  declined  to  remove  said  order  of  suspension,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part,  until  another  examination  of  said  survey  could  be  made;  and 
that  by  letter  dated  November  30, 1886,  you  declined  to  allow  an  appeal 
from  said  decision.    It  is  further  urged  as  a  i^ason  why  said  order  of 
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suspension  should  be  removed,  so  far  as  this  claim  is  concerned,  that  the 
witnesses  by  whom  claimant  expects  to  establish  his  compliance  with 
the  law  are  of  a  migratory  character,  and  are  liable  to  leave  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  thus  render  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  him  to 
make  final  proof  on  his  said  claim. 

It  being  alleged  that  you  have  agreed  to  accept  the  survey  of  said 
township  in  the  main  as  correct,  and  that  in  any  event  the  lines  of  said 
section  0  would  not  be  changed,  and  the  further  allegations  before  men- 
tioned as  to  the  possible  difficulty  claimant  may  have  in  making  proof 
if  the  same  be  delayed  any  length  of  time,  appear  to  establish  a  prima 
fatie  case  for  the  relief  prayed  for. 

Said  api)lication  is  therefore  granted,  and  you  will  please  certify  the 
reconl  of  the  case  to  this  department,  and  in  the  mean  time  suspend  fur- 
ther action  thereon  until  further  advised. 


INDIAN  LANDS— MI LLE  LAC  RESERVATION 

Egbert  Lowe. 

By  the  act  of  July  4,  1884,  the  lauds  acquired  from  the  White  Oak  Point  and  Mille 
Lac  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians,  by  treaty  of  March  20,  1865,  were  withheld  from 
disposal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  treaty. 

The  words  *^oq  the  White  Earth  reservation  '^  in  said  act  are  repugnant  to  its  other- 
wise clearly  expressed  intent  and  meaning  and  must  yield  thereto  iu  construction. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroio  to  Commissioner  Sparl's,  April  4,  1887. 

Yoa  refused  to  issue  patent  upon  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry, 
No.  2579,  for  the  S.  i  of  JSE.  i,  Sec.  20,  »'T.  42  N.,  R.  25  W.,"  and  the 
NE.  i  of  SW.  i,  Secfl8,  *'T.  42  N.,  R.  25  W.,  Taylor's  Falls  laud  dis- 
trict, Minnesota,  upon  the  ground  that  Congress,  by  act  of  July  4, 1884, 
provided,  ^*that  the  lands  acquired  from  the  White  Oak  Point  and  Mille 
Lac  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians,  on  the  White  Earth  reservation,  iu 
Minnesota,  by  treaty  proclaimed  March  20, 18G5,  Fihall  not  be  patented  , 
or  disposed  of  in  any  manner  until  further  legislation  by  Congress;" 
aud  that  the  land  iu  question  seems  to  be  included  within  the  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  clause  above  quoted." 

Appellant  claims  that  '*T.  42  X.,  K.  25  W^.,"  is  not  embraced  in  the 
White  Earth  reservation,  and  hence  said  act  has  no  application  to  the 
land  covered  by  this  entry. 

By  treaty  of  February  22,  1855  (10  Stat.,  1165),  there  was  reserved 
and  set  apart  a  quantity  of  land  for  the  permanent  home  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi bands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians,  the  land  so  reserved  being  set 
apart  in  separate  tracts  and  reservations,  and  known  as  Mille  Lac, 
llabblt  Lake,  Gull  Lake,  Pokagomin  Lake,  Sandy  Lake,  aud  Rice  Lake, 
respectively. 

The  first  reservation  embraced  the  following  fractional  townships, 
viz^  "  42  N.,  R.  25  W.,^  42  N.,  R.  26  W.,  42  and  43  N.,  R.  27  W.,  and 
also  the  three  islands  in  the  southern  part  of  Mille  Lac. 
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Then  followed  the  description  of  boundaries  of  the  other  reservatious^ 
none  of  which  extended  to  or  embraced  any  part  of  the  land  afterwards 
known  as  the  White  Earth  reservation. 

The  Mille  Lacs  are  a  band  of  the  Chippewas,  and  the  reservation 
first  named  was  the  reservation  set  apart  for  this  band  of  Indians,  and 
was  the  only  reservation  set  apart  for  this  baud  by  th;^t  treaty.  This 
fact  admits  of  no  question  whatever. 

By  the  same  treaty  reservations  were  also  created  for  the  Pillager 
and  Lake  Winuibigoshish  (White  Oak  Point)  bands  of  Chippewas,  but 
none  of  these  reservations  embraced  any  part  of  the  territory  now 
known  as  the  White  Earth  reservation. 

Article  1  of  the  treaty  proclaimed  ''  March  20,  1865,"  provided  that, 
*«  The  reservations  known  as  Gull  Lake,  Mille  Lac^  Sandy  Lake,  Rabbit 
Lake,  Pokagomin  Lake,  and  Rice  Lake,  as  described  in  the  second  clause 
of  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chippetcas  of  the  22d  day  of  Feb- 
ruaryj  1855,  are  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States." 

In  consideration  of  said  cession,  the  United  States  set  apart  other 
reservations  for  the  future  home  of  said  Indians,  but  no  part  of  said 
reservations  embraced  any  of  the  territory-  afterwards  known  as  the 
White  Earth  reservation. 

The.  12th  article  of  said  treaty  provides,  "That  owing  to  the  hereto 
fore  good  conduct  of  the  Mille  Lac  Indians,  they  shall  not  be  compelled 
to  remove  so  long  as  they  shall  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  or  in  any 
manner  molest  the  persons  or  property  of  the  whites." 

There  is  no  reference  in  this  treaty  to  any  lands  "acquired  from  the 
White  Oak  Point  and  Mille  Lac  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians  on  the 
White  Earth  reservation,"  but  on  the  contrary  it  appears  that  the 
country  known  as  the  White  Earth  reservation  was  not  embraced  in 
the  territory  ceded  by  the  Chippewas  by  the  treaty  of  March  20,  1805, 
and  was  not  created  as  a  reservation  until  the  treaty  proclaimed  April 
18,  1867,  more  than  two  years  thereafter."  By  article  2  of  that  treaty, 
•  a  tract  of  land,  embracing  a  square  of  thirty  six  townships,  including 
White  Earth  Lake  and  Rice  Lake,  and  known  as  White  Earth  reserva- 
tion, was  set  apart  as  a  reservation  for  said  Indians,  and  is  still  hehl 
in  reservation  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  conceded  by  appellant  that  the  White  Earth  reservation  had 
its  inception  in  the  treaty  of  April  13,  1867,  and  that  no  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Mille  Lac  and  White  Oak  Point  bands  of  Chip- 
pewas was  proclaimed  March  20, 1865,  w^hereby  these  bands  of  Indians 
ceded  a  single  acre  of  this  land  as  part  of  the  WhiteEarth  reservation. 
This  concession  is  conclusive  that  the  act  of  July  4, 1884,  withholding 
from  disposal  the  lands  acquired  from  the  W^hite  Oak  Point  and  Mille 
Lac  bands  of  Chippewas,  by  treaty  of  March  20, 1865,  did  not  embrace 
any  lands  on  the  White  Earth  reservation,  for  the  reason  that  no  such 
lands  were  ceded  by  said  treaty. 
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It  is  a  cardinal  rule  of  constraction  that  statutes  must  be  interpreted 
according  to  the  inteut  and  meaning  and  not  always  according  to  the 
letter. 

Under  this  rule,  if  words  or  phrases  employed  in  a  statute  are  repug- 
nant to  other  words  and  phrases  that  clearly  express  the  inteut  and 
meaning  of  the  statute,  they  should  be  rejected  as  mere  surplusage. 

The  act  of  July  4, 1884,  refers  to  the  lands  acquired  from  the  White 
Oak  Point  and  Mille  Lac  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians  by  the  treaty  of 
March  20,  I860.  A  reference  to  that  treaty  shows  that  no  lauds  lying 
within  the  territory  known  as  the  White  Earth  reservation  was  acquired 
by  the  United  States  from  said  bands  of  Indians,  but  tbat  among  the 
reservations  thereby  ceded  was  "Alille  Lac,"  "described  in  the  second 
clause  of  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chippewas  of  Feb- 
ruary 22, 1855." 

A  reference  to  the  treaty  of  February  22, 1855,  shows  that  the  "Mille 
Lac"  reservation  ceded  10  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  March 
20, 1865,  is  described  as  follows:  "fractional  townships,  viz:  42  N.,  R. 
25  W.,  42  K,  K  26  W.,  42  and  43  N.,  R.  27  W.,  and  also  the  three 
islands  in  the  southern  part  of  Mille  Lac." 

This  is  a  direct  and  positive  description  of  the  lands  referred  to  by 
the  act  of  July  4, 1884,  and  the  words,  "on  the  White  Earth  reserva- 
tion," being  clearly  repugnant  to  the  descriptive  words  above  referred 
to,  should  yield  to  words  that  will  best  carry  into  ettect  the  intention 
of  the  legislature. 

Considering  further  that  the  White  Earth  reservation  was  not  cre- 
ated until  April  18,  1867,  and  thsit  it  has  not  been  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  but  is  still  a  reservation  for  said  Indians,  that  the  12th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1865 — by  which  the  Mille  Lac  Indians  ceded  the  lands 
embraced  in  the  "Mille  Lac"  reservation — provided  that  said  Indians 
should  not  be  compelled  to  remove  from  said  ceded  lands,  so  long  as  they 
did  not  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the  person  or  property  of  the 
whites,  clearly  indicates  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  pro- 
tect these  Indians  in  their  right  of  occupancy  of  that  territory,  as  stip- 
ulated by  the  12th  article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid. 

Your  decision  is  affirmed. 


school  land— state  selection. 
State  of  California  v.  Smith. 

The  State  is  not  authorized  to  select  doable  minimatn  land  in  lien  of  lost  school 

sections. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  April  4,  1887. 

Edward  M.  Smith  made  application  to  purchase  the  NW.  \  of  Sec.  20^ 
T.  1  N.,  R.  1  E.y  S.  B.  M,  Los  Angeles  land  district,  Galifoniia,  under  act 
of  June  3, 1878,  which  application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers,  for 
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the  reason  tliat  said  laud  prior  to  said  application  had  been  selected  by 
the  State  of  California  as  indemnity  in  lieu  of  lost  scjiool  sections  six- 
teen and  thirty-six,  from  which  decision  Smith  appealed.  You  reversed 
said  decision,  upon  the  ground  that  said  selection  by  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia was  invalid,  for  the  reason  (1)  That  the  lands  selected  are  doable 
minimum  and  such  lands  can  not  be  selected  by  the  State  in  lien  of  lost 
school  sections ;  anil  (2)  Because  the  selection  is  based  upon  alleged 
deficiencies  that  do  not  exist.  From  this  decision  the  State  appealed. 
The  deficiencies  alleged  are  as  follows : 

Part  of  Is'E.  i  of  Sec.  36,  T.  G  S.,  B.  8  W 80 

Part  of  Sec.  36,  T.  15  S.,  R.  6  W 160 

SW.  iof  Sec.  16,  T.  10  S.,  R.  4  W 40 

Fractional  T.  6  S.,  R.  24  E.     (All  S.  B.  M.) 40 

Total  320 

You  say  that^the  records  of  your  office  show  that  there  is  no  such 
township  as  15  S.,  R.  "6  W.,"  S.  B.  M.,  and  that  fractional  township  6 
south  has  been  satisfied.  Therefore  the  only  deficiency  shown  as  a  basis 
for  the  selection  of  the  said  N  W.  J  of  section  20,  is  part  of  the  NE.  J  of 
Sec.  36,  T.  6  S.,  R.  8  W.— eighty  acres,  and  part  of  the  S  W.  J  of  Sec.  16, 
T.  10  S.,  R.  4  W.— forty  acres;  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres. 

The  selection  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  a  deficiency  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  being  unauthorized,  the  State  can  not  sub- 
stitute other  lands  actually  lost,  or  amend  by  adding  other  lands  to  the 
basis  of  indemnity,  and  thus  preserve  her  selection  so  as  to  defeat  the 
right  of  an  applicant  to  purchase  said  land  made  prior  to  substitution, 
or  amendment,  because  such  substitution  or  amendment  would  be  vir- 
tually a  new  selection,  taking  effect  only  from  its  date.  California  i\ 
Haile,  (I  C.  L.  L.,  3J4);  Selby  v.  California,  (3  C.  L.  O.,  4) ;  Nebraska  v. 
Dorrington,  (2  C.  L.  L.,  647). 

The  principal  ground  of  error  alleged  by  the  State  is,  in  holding  "  that 
lands  double  minimum  in  price  can  not  be  selected  in  lieu  of  lands 
single  minimum  in  price." 

In  connection  with  this  alleged  error,  counsel  insist  that  3'our  office 
erred  in  neglecting  to  state  in  said  decision  that  in  this  case  the  State 
selected  one  acre  of  double  minimum  as  indemnity  for  two  acres  of 
single  minimum  land  lost. 

If  the  eighty  acres  in  township  6,  and  the  forty  acres  in  township  10, 
are  the  only  lands  of  the  alleged  deficiency  (upon  which  this  selection 
was  based),  for  which  the  State  is  entitled  to  indemnity,  as  shown  by 
the  decision  of  your  office,  their  position  is  not  tenable.  Counsel  do 
not  controvert  the  statement  that  there  is  no  such  township  as  15  S., 
R.  6  W.,  S.  B.  M.,  and  that  the  deficiency  in  fractional  township  6  south 
has  been  satisfied,  but  merely  allege  that  your  office  erred  in  not  giv- 
ing  them  an  opportunity  to  make  good  the  consideration  for  the  land 
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selected  by  surrendering  their  claim,  on  accouot  of  additional  school 
lands  lost  to  the  State,  or  to  elect  what  portion  of  the  laud  selected 
they  will  retain  in  satisfaction  of  that  part  of  the  indemnity  to  which 
the  State  is  entitled. 

But  we  may  assume  in  the  decision  of  this  case  that  the  intention  of 
the  State  was  to  select  one  acre  of  double  minimum  for  two  acres  of 
single  minimum. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1853  (10  Stat,  244),  pro- 
vides "that  where  any  settlement  by  the  erection  of  a  dwelling  house, 
or  the  cultivation  of  any  portion  of  the  laud,  shall  be  made  upon  the 
sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  before  the  same  shall  be  surveyed,  or 
where  such  sections  may  be  reserved  for  public  uses,  other  lands  shall 
be  selected  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  State  in  lieu  thereof,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  20th  May,  1826.^' 
The  act  of  July  23,  1866  (14  Stat.,  210,  6th  Sec),  construed  this  grant 
as  giving  to  the  State  of  California  the  right  to  select  indemnity  for 
lost  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections,  covered  by  grants  made  under 
Spanish  and  Mexican  authority.  Both  acts  refer  to  and  adopt  the 
tei^ms  and  methods  of  selection  prescribed  by  the  act  of  May  20,  1826 
(4  Stat.,  179).  It  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  these  acts  further  than  to 
show  for  what  lost  sections  the  State  is  entitled  to  indemnity.  In  de- 
termining  what  lands  may  be  selected  as  indemnity,  the  act  of  May  20, 
1820,  and  of  February  26, 1859  (11  Stat.,  385),  control  as  to  the  State  of 
California,  as  well  as  to  all  other  Statics. 

The  act  of  May  20,  3826,  merely  provided  for  the  appropriation  of 
land  for  the  use  of  schools  in  townships  and  fractional  townships,  where 
no  land  had  been  theretofore  appropriated,  and  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of  quantity  where  the  township  is  fractional. 

The  act  of  February  26, 1859  (R.  S.,  Sec.  2275),  under  which  indemnity 
school  selections  have  since  been  made,  provided  that — 

Where  settlement**  with  a  view  to  pre-emption  have  been  made  before 
the  survey  of  lands  in  the  field,  which  are  found  to  have  been  made  on 
sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  those  sections  shall  be  subject  to  the 
pre-emption  claim  of  such  settlers,  and  if  they  or  either  of  them  have 
been  or  shall  be  reserved,  or  pledged  for  the  use  of  schools  or  colleges, 
in  which  the  lands  lie,  other  lands  of  like  quantity  are  appropriated  in 
lieu  of  such  as  may  be  patented  to  pre-emptors;  and  other  lands  are 
also  appropriated  to  compensate  deficiencies  for  school  purposes,  where 
sections  sixteen  or  thirty-six  are  fractional  in  quantity,  or  where  one 
or  both  are  wanting  by  reason  of  the  township  being  fractional,  or  from 
any  natural  cause  whatever.  Provided:  That  the  lands  by  this  section 
appropriated  ^hall  be  selected  and  appropriated  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  adjustment  and  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
May  20,  1826. 

This  plan  of  adjustment  provided  by  that  act  is  incorporated  in  the 
Bevised  Statutes  as  section  2276,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  lands  appropriated  by  the  preceding  section  shall  be  selected 
within  the  same  lanil  district,  in  accordance  with  the  following  imnci- 
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pies  of  adjastmeiit,  to  wit:  For  ea<jli  township  or  fractional  townRbip 
containing  a  greater  qua^ty  of  land  than  three  quarters  of  an  entire 
township,  one  section ;  for  a  fractional  township  containing  a  greater 
quantity  of  land  than  one  half  and  not  more  than  three  quarters  of  a 
township,  three  quarters  of  a  section,  etc. 

At  the  date  of  the  grant  to  the  State  of  California  all  lands  in  that 
State  wore  single  minimum  lands,  and  the  State  of  California,  by  pro- 
viding for  the  sale  of  these  lauds  at  $1.25  per  acre,  construed  the  grant 
to  be  a  grant  of  single  minimum  lands,  which  construction  has  been 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Department. 

Considering  that  this  is  a  grant  of  single  minimum  lands,  the  ques- 
tion then  arises,  what  lands  is  the  State  entitled  to  select  in  lieu  of  lost 
school  sections? 

The  act  authorizing  the  selection  of  lieu  lands  provides,  that  for  the 
lands  lost  by  reason  of  any  of  the  conditions  named  in  the  act,  other 
lands  of  like  quantity  shall  be  selected.  Now,  if  the  State  is  entitled  to 
select  lands  of  like  quantity  for  the  lands  lost,  it  follows  that  she  is  en- 
titled to  select  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  every  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  lost,  and  the  State  cannot  be  restricted  to  a  less  quantity. 

This  question  as  to  the  authority  of  the  State  to  select  a  less  quantity 
of  land  as  indemnity  for  a  greater  quantity  lost,  is  presented  in  the  re- 
port of  the  surveyor-general  of  California,  of  August  1, 1882,  to  the  gov- 
ernor, quoted  in  the  brief  of  counsel,  which  is  not  controverted  by 
counsel  for  the  State.  In  said  report,  after  referring  to  the  preparation 
of  maps  showing  the  railroad  reservations,  he  says : 

This  became  necessary,  not  as  a  matter  of  general  information,  but 
because  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  has  decided  that 
when  the  State  selects  indemnity  lands  within  such  reserved  limits,  the 
land  must  be  regarded  as  double  minimum  in  price,  and  the  State  can 
not  select  within  the  reserved  limits,  unless  it  has  lost  other  lands  equiva- 
lent in  price,  without  agreeing  to  surrender  two  acres  for  one.  This  was 
done  in  some  cases  before  I  came  into  office,  but  without  authority,  for 
the  surveyor- general  is  not  allowed  to  charge  more  than  $1.25  per  acre 
for  State  land,  while  to  surrender  two  acres  for  one  would  occasion  a 
loss  to  the  school  fund  of  $1.25  per  (icre  in  all  such  cases,  unless  appli- 
cants would  voluntarily  pay  $2.50  per  acre. 

The  act  of  June  22,  1874  (18  Stat.,  202),  appropriating  lands  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  certain  fractional  townships  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  May  20, 1820,  by  the 
second  section  provides : 

That  the  lands  to  which  said  fractional  townships  are  entitled  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  selected  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  out  of  any  unappropriated  public  land  within  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, subject  to  sale  or  location  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  an 
acre. 

This  act  is  a  construction  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1826,  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  lauds  intended  to  be  granted  to  the  State  as  indemnitv  for 
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lost  school  seotioDSy  and  as  the  act  of  March  3,  1853,  and  the  act  of  July 
23,  1866,  granting  sections  sixteen  and  thirty -six  to  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, provide  that  indemnity  for  lost  sections  shall  be  made  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  May  20, 1826,  it  would  seem  to  apply  as  well  to  the 
State  of  California,  so  far  as  to  declare  that  indemnity  lands  selected 
under  the  act  of  May  20,  1826,  should  be  lauds  subject  to  sale  or  loca- 
tion at  $1.25  per  acre. 

The  tract  selected  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Eail- 
road  Company,  and  is  embraced  in  the  sections  referred  to  in  the  act  of 
March  6,  1868  (15  Stat,  39),  restoring  lands  to  market  along  the  line  of 
the  Pacific  railroads  and  branches,  which  provides  that  the  even  num- 
bered sections  along  the  route  of  the  several  roads  shall  be  rated  at 
$2.50  per  acre  and  subject  only  to  entry  under  the  pre-emption  and 
faouiestead  laws. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cox,  by  decision  of  July  5,  1870  (12  L.  &  R.,  223),  on 
application  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  under  the  internal  improvement 
grant  of  September  4,  1841  (5  Stat.,  453),  refused  to  allow  the  State  to 
select  even  numbered  sections  within  the  limits  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  Eiver  Eailroad,  upon  the  ground  that  under  the  act  of  March 
6, 1868,  such  sections  w^ere  rated  at  $2.50  per  acre,  and  by  that  act, 
which  was  in  force  when  most  of  the  lauds  were  selected,  said  sections 
were  subject  to  entry  only  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws, 
and  that  the  grant  to  the  State  of  September  4, 1841,  was  made  before 
there  were  any  double  minimum  lauds,  and  hence  could  not  include 
such  lands. 

While  lands  within  the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant  reserved  from  the 
operation  of  the  grant  to  the  road  are  not  strictly  speaking  lands  held 
in  reservation,  or  appropriated  public  lands,  they  are  in  a  certain  sense 
lands  reserved  to  the  United  States  for  disposition  under  the  general 
settlement  laws,  and  this  applies  to  all  such  lands  whether  so  reserved 
by  the  act  of  March  6, 1868,  or  by  the  various  grants  to  railroads,  in 
which  such  reservations  are  made. 

Acting  Commissioner  Curtis,  in  his  decision  of  August  24, 1875,  (2  C. 
L.  O.,  86,)  allowed  the  State  of  California  "to  select  outside  the  limits 
of  the  roads  named  in  the  act  of  March  6, 1868,  as  indemnity  for  lost 
sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  other  lands  equivalent  in  price  and 
quantity^  and  when  lands  are  selected,  the  minimum  price  of  which 
is  $2.50  per  acre,  each  acre  so  selected  shall  be  taken  by  the  State 
in  satisfaction  of  two  acres  the  minimum  price  of  which  is  $1.25  per 
acre." 

This  conclusion  seems  to  have  been  arrived  at  upon  the  theory  that 
this  portion  of  the  public  domain  is  not  made  exceptional  in  character, 
"  save  in  the  purpose  of  compelling  it  to  make  double  return  in  money, 
if  sold,  or  stand  for  double  quantity  when  demanded  in  satisfaction  of 
grants  of  $1.25,  public  or  private." 
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This  is  tbe  only  decision  I  Lave  been  able  to  find  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  tbe  State  to  select  double  minimum  for  single  minimum  lands,  and 
while  it  restricted  the  State  to  lands  outside  the  limits  of  the  roads 
named  in  the  act  of  March  6, 1S68,  the  reasoning  would  extend  the  right 
to  all  such  lands.  Keferring  to  the  opinion  of  Secretary  Cox,  above 
quoted,  he  says : 

I  feel  constrained  to  hold  that  the  even  sections  within  the  limits  of 
the  railroads  enumerated  in  said  act  of  March  6, 1868,  are  subject  only 
to  be  taken  under  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws,  unless  where 
otherwise  specially  provided. 

.  I  fail  however  to  see  wherein  he  shows  that  other  provision  has  been 
made  in  favor  of  State  selections,  except  by  the  act  of  June  8,  1868  (15 
Stat.,  67),  amended  by  act  of  March  3, 1871  (16  Stat.,  581).  In  this  he 
says: 

The  disposition  of  Congress  to  depart  from  the  theory  deduced  from 
said  act  of  March  6,  1868,  in  Galifornia,  is  indicated  by  the  4th  section 
of  the  act  of  June  8,  1868,  entitled  "An  act  to  further  provide  for  giv- 
ing effect  to  the  various  grants  of  public  lands  to  the  State  of  IS'evada," 
whereby  each  acre  so  selected  was  to  be  taken  in  satisfaction  of  two 
acres  of  minimum  Umd  specified  Mn  the  agricultural  college  act  of  July 
2,  1862.  This  act  of  June  8,  1868,  was  amended  by  act  of  March  3, 
1871,  whereby  the  State  of  Galifornia  was  allowed  to  locate  her  agri- 
cultural college  grant  on  double  minimum  land,  but  was  required  to  pay 
$1.25  per  acre  in  addition,  on  patent. 

While  itis  clear  that  by  the  above  act.  Congress  extended  to  the  States 
of  Nevada  and  California  the  right  to  select  under  the  agricultural 
grant  one  acre  of  double  minimum  land  for  two  acres  of  single  minimum, 
yet  the  fact  that  Congress  found  it  necessary  to  provide  in  that  act  for 
the  selection  of  double  minimum  lands,  is  to  my  mind  conclusive  that  i a 
the  absence  of  express  provision  therefor,  it  was  not  intended  that  such 
lauds  should  be  selected  in  lieu  of  lost  school  sections. 

In  the  matter  of  school  sections,  made  by  the  State  of  Florida,  Sec- 
retary Teller  held,  ^<  such  selections  can  not  be  made  of  double  minimum 
lands  within  railroad  grants,  where  the  lands  lost  were  minimum  price." 
(lOC.L.  O.,  110). 

Considering  the  object  and  character  of  the  grant  and  of  the  various 
enactments,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  term  'Uands  of  like  quantity," 
refers  to  the  chanicter  and  quantity  of  the  lands  lost,  and  that  the  State 
is  not  entitled  to  select  double  minimum  lands  in  lieu  of  single  mini- 
mum lands  lost  in  place. 

Your  decision  is  afflrmed. 
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railroad  grant— act  of  forfeiture. 
Oregon  Central  R.  E.  Co. 

The  grant  made  by  the  act  of  May  4, 1870,  for  the  constractiou  of  a  railroad  from  Port- 
land to  Astoriai  and  from  a  point  of  junction  near  Forest  Grove  to  McMiunville 
in  the  State  of  Oregon,  was  in  effect  a  grant  for  the  construction  of  two  roads. 

The  words  of  limitation  in  the  act  of  forfeiture,  approved  January  31,  1885,  save  to 
the  grant  the  full  complement  of  lands  granted  for  every  mile  of  road  actually 
constructed. 

Said  act  of  forfeiture  will  be  properly  executed  by  adjusting  the  limits  of  the  road 
between  Portland  and  Forest' Grove  separately,  and  then  of  the  road  between  the 
latter  polut  and  McMinnville. 

Under  such  adjustment  the  lauds  lyiug  within  the  quadrant  formed  by  the  limit  lines 
northwest  of  Forest  Grove  must  be  restored  to  the  public  domain. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks ^  April  5,  1887, 

An  act  of  Congress  approved  May  4,  1870,  provides  as  follows : 

That  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  coustrnction  of  a  railroad  and 
telegraph  line  from  Portland  to  Astoria,  and  from  a  suitable  point  of 
junction  near  Forest  Grove  to  the  Yamhill  river,  near  McMinnville,  in 
the  State  of  Oregon,  there  is  hereby  granted  to  the  Oregon  Central  Rail- 
road Company,  now  engaged  in  constracting  the  said  road,  and  to  their 

successors  and  assigns each  alternate  section  of  the  public  lands, 

not  mineral,  excepting  coal  or  iron  lands,  designated  by  odd  numbers 
nearest  to  said  road,  to  the  amount  often  such  alternate  sections  per  mile, 
on  each  side  thereof,  not  otherwise  disposed  of  or  reserved  or  held  by 
valid  preemption  or  homestead  right  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act.  And  in  case  the  quantity  of  ten  full  sections  per  mile  cannot  be 
found  on  each  side  of  said  road,  within  the  said  limits  of  twenty  miles, 
other  lands  designated  as  aforesaid  shall  be  selected  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  either  side  of  any  part  of  said  road 
nearest  to,  and  not  more  than  twenty-five  miles  from  the  track  of  said 
road  to  make  up  such  deficiency. 

The  second  section  provided : 

And  whenever  and  as  often  as  the  said  company  shall  file  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  maps  of  the  survey  and  location  of  twenty  or 
more  miles  of  said  road,  the  said  Secretary  shall  cause  the  said  granted 
lands  adjacent  to  and  coterminous  with  said  located  sections  of  road  to 
be  segregated  from  the  public  lands ; 

Section  three  provides : 

That  whenever  and  as  often  as  the  said  company  shall  complete  and 
equip  twenty  or  more  consecutive  miles  of  the  said  railroad  and  tele- 
graph, the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  exam- 
ined, at  the  expense  of  the  company,  by  three  commissioners  appointed 
by  him ;  and  if  they  shall  report  that  such  completed  section  is  a  first- 
class  railroad  and  telegraph,  properly  equipped  and  ready  for  use,  he 
shall  cause  patents  to  be  issued  to  the  company  for  so  much  of  the  said 
granted  lands  as  shall  be  adjacent  to  and  coterminous  with  the  said 
completed  sections.    (16  Stat.,  94.) 

Said  railroad  was  constructed  from  Portland,  west  to  Forest  Grove, 
and  thence  south  to  McMinnville,  and  maps  of  the  constructed  portion 
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were  accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Maps  of  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  line  from  Forest  Grove  northwester  ly  to  Astoria  were  also 
filed,  and  withdrawals  made  thereon,  but  the  road  was  not  constracted 
between  these  points. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  January  31,  1885,  (23  Stat.,  296),  it  was 
provided : 

^'That  so  much  of  the  lands  granted  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 
'  An  act  granting  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  tel- 
egraph line  from  Portland  to  Astoria  and  McMinnville,  in  the  State  of 
Oregon,'  approved  May  4,  1870,  as  are  adjacent  to  and  coterminous 
with  the  uncompleted  portions  of  said  road,  and  not  embraced  within 
the  limits  of  said  grant  for  the  completed  portions  of  said  road,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States  and 
restored  to  the  public  domain,  and  made  subject  to  disposal  under  the 
general  land  laws  of  the  United  States  as  though  said  grant  had  never 
been  made." 

On  July  8, 1885,  instructions  were  issued  to  the  local  officers  at  Oregon 
City,  for  their  guidance  under  said  forfeiting  act  (4  L.  D.,  15),  and  there- 
with was  enclosed  a  diagram  showing  the  limits  of  the  forfeited  lands, 
and  of  that  part  of  the  grant  not  afilected  by  the  forfeiture  act.  Said 
instructions  in  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the  diagram  are  as  follows : 
^^  Construing  the  whole  act,  it  appears  to  me  that  Congress  intended  to 
reserve  from  forfeiture  the  lands  within  granted  limits  along  the  whole 
of  the  constructed  portion  of  the  road.  For  the  present,  therefore,  the 
restoration  of  lands  under  the  act  of  January  31,  1885,  will  be  limited 
to  the  lines  shown  on  the  diagram,  which  is  prepared  in  accordance 
with  the  foregoing  view." 

The  diagram  shows  that  the  line  of  the  road  extends  from  Portland 
west  to  Forest  Grove,  and  at  that  point  turns  almost  at  a  right  angle, 
and  runs  souch  to  McMinnville.  From  the  town  of  Forest  Grove,  as 
located  on  the  plat  of  public  surveys,  two  lines  are  drawn,  one  due 
north,  the  other  due  west,  both  terminating  at  the  twenty  mile  limits. 
The  granted  lands  lying  within  the  quadrant  formed  by  these  lines  and 
the  twenty  mile  limits  are  designated  on  the  diagram  as  *'  forfeited." 
The  diagram  also  shows  the  forfeited  lands  on  the  line  from  Forest 
Grove  to  Astoria. 

Said  instructions  further  call  the  attention  of  the  local  officers  "  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  protecting  the  rights  of  actual  settlers,  and  allow- 
ing such  as  are  not  entitled  to  make  entry  under  existing  laws  to  pur- 
chase, within  one  year,^not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre."  "The  persons  who,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  foregoing  act  have  a  prefer- 
ence right  of  entry  of  restored  lands  are  thoee  who,  on  January  31, 1885, 
were  actual  settlers  in  good  iaith  on  the  lands  claimed  by  them,  and 
are  qualified  to  make  the  entry  applied  for.  The  preference  right  may 
be  exercised  within  six  months  from  date  of  promulgation  of  instruc- 
tions." 
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On  December  19,  1885,  there  was  filed  in  this  Department  a  petition 
of  R.  Koehler,  receiver  of  the  Oregon  and  California  Railway  Company, 
assignee  of  said  Oregon  Central  Railroad  Company,  praying  that  said 
instructions,  in  as  far  as  they  applied  to  granted  lands  in  said  quad- 
rant, be  revoked.  Said  petition  was  referred  to  your  office  for  exami- 
nation and  report. 

By  letter  of  May  3, 188C,  your  office  submitted  its  report,  recommend- 
ing "that  the  restoration  remain  in  force  as  per  instructions  of  July  3, 
1885,"  and  transmitted  a  second  diagram  marked  "B,""  showing  the 
accurate  limits  of  the  grant,''  to  be  substituted  for  the  first  diagram, 
marked  "A." 

Your  letter  says : 

The  diagram  (copy  enclosed,  marked  "A")  was  prepared,  generally,  in 
accordance  with  the  system  of  measurement  recently  adopted  by  this 
office  iu  establishing  the  limits  of  railroad  grants,  but  the  lateral  limits 
were  not  measured  for  each  subdivision  in  detail.  An  accurate  meas- 
urement is  given  in  diagram  marke<l  'B.' It  will  be  ob- 
served by  reference  to  the  diagram  that  the  direct  course  of  the  road 
between  Portland  and  the  intermediate  point  mentioned  in  the  act  near 
Forest  G-rove,  is  due  east  and  west,  or  nearly  so,  that  at  the  latter  point 
the  road  makes  an  abrupt  turn,  and  between  it  and  the  terminus  near 
McMinnville  the  direct  course  is  practically  north  and  south.  The  lim- 
its of  the  grant  are  determined  by  measurement  from  the  actual  line  of 
the  road,  but  at  right  angles  to  the  direct  line  or  course  between  the 
termini,  or  from  a  terminus  to  some  intermediate  point  named  in  the 
granting  act,  in  the  present  case  the  point  near  Forest  Grove.  Pro- 
ceeding upon  this  system,  which  is  believed  by  this  office  to  be  the  only 
true  means  of  accurately  determining  the  limits  of  the  grant,  it  was 
found  that  the  quadrant  north-west  of  Fo  rest  Grove  is  not  opposite  and 
coterminous  to  au^'  portion  of  the  road  as  constructed,  but  is  entirely 
outside  of  the  grant  as  it  now  stands,  and  the  restoration  was  made 
accordingly. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  adjustment  of  the  limits  by  which  the  lands 
in  said  quadrant  were  eliminated  from  the  grant  was  made  in  accord- 
ance with  a  system  **  recently  adopted"  by  your  office.  That  system  was 
fully  set  forth  by  your  office  letter  of  April  30, 1886,  in  the  case  of  Scott 
V,  Kansas  Pacific  Railway  Company.  It  was  there  prescribed  as  a  basis 
for  adjustment  under  such  system  that  a  line  be  drawn  connecting  the 
termini  of  the  road.  In  the  present  case  that  requirement  is  departed 
from,  and  the  line  is  drawn  from  one  terminus  to  an  intermediate  point 
(near  Forest  Grove),  and  thence  to  the  other  terminus.  The  system  of 
adjustment  proposed  in  said  Scott  case  was  rejected  by  this  Depart- 
ment on  March  10,  1887,  and  the  old  system  adhered  to  (5  L.  D.,  468). 
Said  diagrams  in  as  far  as  they  are  based  on  said  proposed  system  are 
accordingly  rejected. 

The  forfeiting  act,  however,  presents  the  necessity  of  re-adjusting 
the  limits  of  paid  grant  in  order  to  determine  the  lines  separating  the 
forfeited  lands  from  those  not  affected  by  the  forfeiture.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  while  the  act  declares  that  so  much  of  the  grant  as  is  "ad- 
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jaceut  to  and  coterminous  with  the  uncompleted  portions  of  the  road"' 
is  forfeited,  it  reserves  from  forfeiture  that  portion  "embraced  within 
the  limits  of  said  grant  for  the  completed  portions  of  said  road.'' 

In  my  opinion  then  these  lines  form  two  distinct  roads :  to  wit,  a  road 
from  Portland  to  Astoria  and  a  road  from  Forest  Grove  to  McMinnville. 

As  will  be  observed  said  act  of  May  4,  1870,  provides — "  That  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  u  railroad  and  telegraph  line 
from  Portland  to  Astoria,"  (and  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line)  "from  a 
suitable  point  of  junction  near  Forest  Grove  to  the  Yamhill  river,  near 
McMinnville,"  etc. 

The  words  in  parenthesis,  though  not  expressed  in  the  act,  would  seem 
to  be  necessarily  implied ;  thus  showing  that  two  railroads  were  in  effect 
provided  for,  to  wit,  a  road  "from  Portland  to  Astoria,"  and  a  road 
"  from  a  suitable  point  of  junction  "  (therewith)  "  near  Forest  Grove  to 
the  Yamhill  river,  near  McMinnville,"  etc. 

This  view  seems  irresistible  in  the  light  of  the  definition  of  the  words 
^^  point  of  junction^  SLS  understood  in  railroad  language.  These  words 
are  invjiriably  used  to  indicate  the  point  where  two  or  more  railroads 
join,  and  are  not  used  to  designate  a  point  where  a  part  of  a  railroad 
joins  another  part  of  the  identically  same  road.  If  used  in  this  latter 
sense,  then  every  railroad  would  hav^e  as  many  junctions  as  there  are 
"points"  between  its  termini. 

But  Webstei-'s  definition  of  the  word  "junction"  would  seem  to  be 
decisive  of  this  question.  In  defining  the  term  "junction"  in  its  appli- 
cation to  railroads,  he  says  it  means:  "  Specifically  the  place  where  two 
lines  of  railway  meet;  as  Manassas  Junction." 

It  is  true  that  the  granting  act  In  question  uses  the  word  "railroad" 
and  not  railroads;  but  it  is  a  well  settled  proposition  that  in  legal  par- 
lance the  singular  embraces  the  plural  and  the  plural  the  singular. 

The  road  from  Portland  to  Astoria  was  not  completed,  only  that  por- 
tion between  Portland  and  Forest  Grove  was  built.  The  grant  for  the 
portion  between  Forest  Grove  and  Astoria  was  forfeited.    The  words 

of  forfeiture  are,  "so  much  of  the  lands  granted asareacljacent 

to  and  coterminous  with  the  uncompleted  portion  of  said  road."  Had 
these  words  been  unqualified  in  the  forfeiting  act,  it  seems  clear  that 
the  line  dividing  the  forfeited  lands  from  those  not  forfeited  would  have 
been  drawn  through  Forest  Grove,  at  right  angles  to  the  unconstructed 
line  at  that  point,  and  terminating  at  the  lateral  limits  of  the  grant 
This  would  have  thrown  out  of  the  grant  large  tracts  of  land  that  are 
opposite  to  the  constructed  portions  of  the  road.  Congress  therefore, 
in  order  to  save  to  the  grant  lands  opposite  the  constructed  portions, 
qualified  the  above  quoted  words  of  forfeiture  by  adding,  "  and  not  em- 
braced within  the  limits  of  said  grant  for  the  completed  portions  of  said 
road."  This  clause  saves  to  the  grant  the  full  complement  of  lands 
granted  for  every  mile  of  road  actually  constructed.  This  view  of  the 
act  is  much  strengthened  when  it  is  observed  that  the  lands  in  said 
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qaadrant  lie  aloug  the  uncoTnpleted  portion  on  both  sides  thereof,  and 
could  have  been  earned,  if  at  all,  by  that  line. 

The  provisions  of  the  forfeiting?  act  will  therefore  be  fully  carried  out 
by  adjnsting  the  limits  of  tlie  roa<l  between  Portland  and  Forest  Grove 
separately,  and  then  of  the  road  between  the  latter  point  and  McMinn- 
ville. 

The  papers  are  herewith  returned,  and  you  will  proceed,  at  your  ear- 
liest convenience,  to  make  the  adjustment  in  accordance  with  this  opin- 
ion.    In  doing  so,  you  will  follow  the  system  now  in  use. 

The  petitioner  herein  asks  that  all  entries  allowed  on  said  lands  since 
the  passage  of  the  forfeiting  act  be  canceled.  Inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
appear  from  the  record  before  me  tbat  an  entry  has  been  made  of  any 
specific  tract,  it  seems  sufficient  for  the  present  to  direct  that,  if  any  en- 
tries have  been  allowed,  such  action  be  taken  by  you  as  will  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  decision  herein.  1  suggest  the  importance  of  furnish- 
ing corrected  diagrams  to  the  local  office  as  early  as  possible. 


RAILROAD  GRANT-^PRE-EMPTION  CLAIM. 

t 

MiLLiMAN  V.  Union  Pac.  Ry.  Co. 

Prior  to  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  the  law  fixed  no  limit  within  which  a  settler  under 
the  pre-emption  act,  on  unoffered  land,  should  make  proof  and  payment. 

The  preference  right  of  purchase,  acquired  by  settlement,  residence,  and  filing,  con- 
stitutes the  nature  and  substance  of  a  pre-emption  claim,  and  snbseqnent  absence 
from  the  land  does  not  necessarily  defeat  such  claim. 

A  pre-emption  claim,  subsisting  at  the  date  of  definite  location,  except-s  the  land 
covered  thereby  from  the  grant  to  the  Union  Pacific. 

To  show  that  under  a  pre-emption  claim,  which  had  attached  before  definite  location, 
actual  habitation  had  ceased  prior  thereto,  does  not  establish  the  fact  that  the 
preference  right  of  purchase  did  not  then  exist  and  except  the  land  from  the  grant. 

Acthig  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  JSparlcs,  April  4,  1887. 

On  March  6, 1883,  Euth  B.  Milliman  made  application  to  enter  under 
the  homestead  law  the  W.  i  of  8W.  J,  SE.  J  of  S W.  i,  Sec.  17,  T.  6  S.,  E. 
08  W.,  Denver,  Colorado.  The  application  was  rejected  by  the  local 
officers  on  the  gronnds  that  the  tract  is  within  the  granted  limits  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Eailway  Company,  Kansas  Division. 

The  records  of  your  office  show  that  the  land  was  included  in  pre- 
emption declaratory  statement  filed  by  Thomas  P.  Sumpter,  November  2, 
alleging  settlement  May  1, 1866. 

The  withdrawal  for  said  grant  became  effective  December  25,  1866, 
and  the  map  of  definite  location  was  filed  May  26,  1870. 

Milliman  appealed  from  the  action  of  the  local  office,  alleging  that 
the  claim  of  Sumpter  excepted  the  tract  from  the  grant.  By  letter  of 
May  8, 1883,  your  office  ordered  a  hearing  to  determine  the  facts  on  which 
the  claim  of  Sumpter  was  based. 
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On  September  18, 1883,  the  day  set  for  the  hearing,  the  company  was 
represented  by  attorney,  and  the  applicant  herein  submitted  the  testi- 
mony of  certain  witnesses.  An  adjournment  was  had  by  consent  to 
October  25  following,  and  on  that  day  the  company  failed  to  appear, 
and  the  case  was  closed.  The  testimony  showed  that  Sampler  was  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  that  he  settled  on  the  tract  in  the  springof 
1866,  and  maintained  a  continnoas  residence  thereon  nutil  the  spring  of 
1868, when  he  left;  that  his  improvements  consisted  of  a  house,  one  and 
a  half  stories  high,  twelve  acres  of  breaking,  and  thirty  or  forty  acres 
fenced;  that  he  had  some  cattle  on  the  place,  and  raised  vegetables, 
and  sowed  some  acres  in  grain.  On  these  facts,  your  office,  by  letter  of 
January  23,  1884,  held  that  the  claim  of  Sumpter  excepted  the  land 
from  the  withdrawal,  and  that  he  might  have  perfected  his  claim  by  a 
continued  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  but  as  he 
abandoned  the  tract  prior  to  the  date  when  the  company's  rights  at* 
tached  by  definite  location,  and  as  at  that  date  his  tiling  had  lapsed 
and  no  other  person  was  occupying  or  claiming  the  tract,  that  the  right 
of  the  company  thereto  became  absolute. 

I  am  unable  to  agree  wholly  with  that  conclusion. 

The  grant  was  of  laud  "not  sold,  reserved,  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  the  United  States,  and  to  which  a  pre  emption  or  homestead  claim 
may  not  have  attached  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely 
located." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  claim  of  Sumpter  '* attached"  to  the 
tract.  He  was  a  qualified  pre-emptor,  he  settled,  filed,  cultivated  the 
land  as  required  by  law,  and  resided  on  it  for  two  years.  The  only 
further  question  to  be  determined  is,  did  the  claim  continue  in  existence 
until  the  date  of  definite  location?  If  so,  the  company  has  no  title  to 
the  tract.    To  determine  this  question  the  hearing  was  had. 

The  testimony  shows  that  claimant  did  not  continue  to  inhabit  the 
tract  after  the  spring  of  1868.  Does  this  constitute  proof  of  abandon- 
ment of  the  claim  ?  It  is  true  that  in  contests  between  two  settlers,  the 
term  "abandonment"  is  used  to  denote  an  absence  from  the  claim  for 
more  than  six  months.  But  a  different  question  is  presented  here. 
The  grant  provides  that  no  tract  shall  pass  to  the  road  if  a  pre-emption 
claim  has  attached  thereto  "  at  the  time  the  line  of  said  road  is  defi- 
nitely located."  Your  office  says  the  filing  of  the  pre  emptor  had 
"lapsed."  This  is  a  mistake.  The  laud  in  question  is  "unoffered." 
Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  the  law  defined  no  limit 
within  which  a  settler  under  the  pre-emption  act,  on  unoffered  land, 
should  make  proof  and  payment  for  the  same.  Said  act  of  July  14  pro- 
vided that,  "  all  claimants  of  pre-emption  rights  shall  hereafter,  when 
no  shorter  period  of  time  is  now  prescribed  by  law,  make  the  proper 
proof  and  payment  for  the  lands  claimed  within  eighteen  months  after 
the  date  prescribed  for  filing  their  declaratory  notices  dhall  have  expired : 
Provided^  That  where  said  date  shall  have  elapsed  before  the  pas3a«re 
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of  this  act  said  pre-emptors  shall  have  one  year  after  the  passage  hereof 
in  which  to  make  such  proof  and  payment."  (16  Stat.,  279.)  By  this 
act  the  life  of  said  filing  was  extended  beyond  the  date  of  definite  loca- 
tion, to  wit,  to  July  14, 1871.  That  is,  the  right  of  the  pre-emptor  to 
make  proof  and  paymeut  at  any  time  prior  to  said  date  was  paramount 
to  that  of  any  subsequent  claimant.  This  is  the  nature  and  substance 
of  a  pre-emption  claim.  It  is  a  right  of  purchase,  enjoyed  by  the  pre- 
emptor,  in  preference  to  all  others.  The  testimony  fails  to  show  that 
the  settler  in  this  case  had  surrendered  that  right  of  purchase,  or  lost 
it;  in  other  words,  it  fails  to  show  that  the  *' pre-emption  claim''  was 
abandoned.  To  show  that  actual  habitation  ceased  at  a  period  prior  to 
definite  location  is  not  enough.  Absence  doe^  not  necessarily  terminate 
the  pre-emption  claim.  Not  even  it'  continued  to  the  date  of  definite 
location.  It  was  necessary  to  proceed  farther,  and  to  show  that  the 
preference  right  of  purchase — the  pre-emption  claim — initiated  and  ac- 
quired by  settlement,  residence,  and  filing  had  expired  at  definite  loca- 
tion.   In  this  the  proof  failed. 

I  am  therefore  unable  to  find  that  the  preemption  claim  had  termi- 
nated at  date  of  definite  location,  and  as  it  had  attached,  I  must  hold 
that  it  excepted  the  tract  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

It  thus  appearing  that  at  the  date  of  definite  location  a  right  of  pre- 
emption had  fastened  to  the  land,  the  company  has  nothing  to  do  with 
future  conditions. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  reverse^l. 


abandoned  military  reservation—fobt  randall. 

Reynolds  v.  Cole. 

An  entry  under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884,  is  not  authorized  without  settlement  prior  to 

January  1,  1884,  and  continnous  occupation  thereafter. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparTcs^  April  4, 1887. 

On  August  18, 1885,  John  W.  Reynolds  made  application  to  enter 
under  the  homestead  law  Lots  2  and  3  of  Sec.  6,  T.  96,  R.  67,  and  NE.  J 
of  SE.  i  and  SE.  J  of  NE.  J,  Sec.  1,  T.  96,  R.  68,  Yankton,  Dakota.  The 
application  was  rejected  by  the  local  officers  because  of  conflict  with  the 
homestead  entry  of  one  Chester  F.  Cole,  made  one  day  prior  thereto, 
covering  said  Lots  2  and  3,  and  the  NE.  J  of  S W.  J,  and  SE.  \  of  NW.  J 
of  said  section  6. 

An  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  5, 1884,  provides : 

That  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  lands  or  any  portion  of  them,  included  within  the  limits  of  any 
military  reservation,  heretofore  or  hereafter  declared,  have  become  or 
shall  become  useless  for  military  purposes,  he  shall  cause  the  same  or 
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80  much  thereof  as  he  may  designate,  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  disposition  as  hereinafter  .provided. 

(23  Stat.,  103). 

Said  act  further  provides  for  the  survey,  appraisement  and  sale  of 

such  lands. 

Provided,  That  any  settler  who  was  in  actual  occupation  of  any  por- 
tion of  any  such  reservation  prior  to  the  location  of  such  reservation,  or 
settled  thereon  prior  to  January  1,  1884,  in  good  faith,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  a  home  and  of  entering  the  same  under  the  general  laws,  and 
has  continued  in  such  occupation  to  the  present  time,  and  is  by  law  en- 
titled to  make  a  homestead  entry,  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  the  laud  so 
occupied,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  a  body,  accord- 
ing to  the  government  surveys  and  subdivisions. 

By  Executive  order  of  July  22, 1884,  that  portion  of  the  Fort  Randall 
military  reservation  lying  "  north  of  the  Missouri  river  not  already  con- 
firmed to  settlers  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  18,  1874," 
was  pla<;ed  under  the  control  of  this  Department,  under  the  provisions 
of  said  act  of  July  5. 

The  tracts  in  question  lie  within  that  part  of  said  abandoned  military 
reservation.  Cole  alleged  settlement  on  October  ly  1882,  and  continu- 
ous residence  from  that  date.  Beynolds  alleged  settlement  on  July  30, 
1882,  and  cultivation  of  sixteen  acres  each  year  since  settlement.  The 
condict  between  said  entries  is  as  to  said  Lots  2  and  3.  On  appeal 
from  the  local  office,  Reynolds  asked  that  a  hearing  be  ordered  to  de- 
termine the  truth  of  his  said  allegations. 

Your  office,  by  letter  of  December  26,  1885,  affirmed  the  action  of  the 
local  office  in  rejecting  the  application,  and  refused  to  order  a  hearing, 
as  Reynolds  did  not  claim  actual  residence  on  the  tract,  or  ''  state  where 
his  improvements  lie." 

It  is  clear  Reynolds'  application  can  not  be  allowed  as  made,  for  the 
reason  that  it  conflicts  in  part  with  the  prior  entry  of  Cole. 

On  appeal  to  the  Department,  he  does  not  claim  that  any  of  his  im- 
provements are  on  the  land  covered  by  the  entry  of  Cole,  nor  even  that 
they  are  in  the  quarter  section  containing  that  entry.  I  must  therefore 
hold  that  he  has  not  furnished  proper  grounds  for  a  hearing  to  deter- 
mine his  rights  as  against  those  of  Cole.  His  improvements  may  be  al- 
together in  section  1.  It  was  held  in  the  case  of  L.  R.  Hall  (5  L.  D., 
141)  that  the  notice  given  by  settlement  and  improvement  extends  only 
to  the  quarter  section  as  defined  by  the  public  surveys  within  which 
they  are  located. 

Nor  does  claimant  on  appeal  allege  that  he  has  continued  in  ^actual 
occupation  of  the  tract  since  settlement  or  since  January  1, 1884,  or 
that  he  is  now  living  thereon.  4Said  act  of  July  5,  under  which  he 
claims,  provides  that  any  settler  who  was  in  actual  occupation  of  any 
portion  of  any  such  abandoned  military  reservation  prior  to  the  loca- 
tion thereof,  or  settled  thereon  prior  to  January  1, 1884,  in  good  faith 
and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  home  and  of  entering  the  same  under 
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the  general  laws,  and  has  continued  in  such  occupation,  and  is  entitled 
to  make  a  homestead  entry  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  the  laud  so  occu- 
pied, not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acr«*s  in  a  body,  according 
to  the  government  surveys  and  subdivisions.  Entries  made  in  accord- 
ance with  these  provisions  upon  which  final  proof  in  conformity  with 
law  and  the  departmental  regulations,  has  been  made,  are  entitled  to 
proceed  to  patent.  In  the  present  case  the  survey  was  completed  in 
1875.  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  order  to  entitle  a  claimant  to  entry  under 
said  act  he  must  allege  settlement  prior  to  January  1,  1884,  and  con- 
tinuous actual  occupation  since  such  settlement.  Said  decision  is  ac- 
cordingly affirmed. 


SURVEY-^TURTLE  MOUNTAIN  REGION 

Heman  G.  Gbeen. 

The  extension  of  the  public  sarveys  over  this  region  shoald  not  be  delayed  by  the 

indefinite  Indian  claim  thereto. 
The  necessity  for  the  survey  is  recognized  and  the  former  departmental  action 

therein  approved. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissiofier  Sparks,  April  4, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  matter  of  the  survey  of  public  lands  in  the 
Turtle  Mountain  region,  in  Dakota. 

On  October  4th  1882,  my  predecessor,  Secretary  Teller,  wrote  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  directing  him  to  take  such  steps 
as  might  be  necessary  to  open  up  to  settlement  the  lands  in  Dakota 
Territory  lying  north  and  west  of  Devil's  Lake,  which  had  been  withheld 
from  occupancy  under  the  land  laws  by  an  order  of  Secretary  Schurz 
dated  September  6th  1880  in  view  of  the  alleged  rights  of  certain  Indians 
known  as  the  Turtle  Mountain  band  of  Ghippewas. 

By  letter  of  October  10^  1882  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  notified  the  suveyor  general  for  Dakota  of  this  action.  On  Jan- 
uary 6th  1886  the  surveyor  general  for  said  Territory  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  one  Heman  0.  Green  for  the  survey  of  these  lands. 

January  28th  1886  you  directed  that  all  contracts  for  surveys  of  these 
lauds,  including  the  one  with  Green,  ^'though  executed  in  full  compli- 
ance with  existing  regulations,"  be  suspended  indefinitely,  reciting  as 
reasons  for  the  suspension  the  <' present  status  of  the  Indian  claim  to 
said  lands,  added  to  the  presumption  that  the  whole  question  will  be 
submitted  to  Congress  for  requisite  legislation  as  to  the  regular  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  title,  and  their  proper  compensation  therefor. 

February  27,  1880,  Hon.  O.  S.  Gifford  addressed  a  communication  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Green's  appeal 
from  the  action  of  your  office  in  suspending  his  contract  for  surveying 
the  lauds  referred  to.  March  1 ,  1886,  this  paper  was  referred  to  you 
for  report,  and  on  April  22,  1886,  your  report  thereon  was  submitted. 
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with  several  eDclosures,  but  giving  no  reason  for  suspeudiog  the  sur- 
veys. 

In  a  further  communication,  dated  April  26,idem^  yon  stated  that  ''in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  dispute  did  exist  in  respect  to  these  land^.  and 
as  there  were  other  localities  in  Dakota  in  which  the  demand  for  sur- 
veys was  equally  urgent,  and  where  there  was  no  clash  of  intere^its,  it 
was  my  opinion  that  the  small  appropriation  available  for  surveys  in 
that  Territory  could  be  more  advantageously  expended  in  such  localities 
than  in  the  Turtle  Mountain  region.  In  the  exercise  therefore  of  my 
discretion  in  respect  to  the  most  available  field  of  surveying  operations 
I  concluded  not  to  approve  the  Green  contract  but  to  expend  the  ap- 
propriation elsewhere This  question  is  not  that  of  the 

Indian  title,  but  is  solely  and  alone  that  of  the  expediency  of  making  a 
survey  in  a  particular  locality,  when  in  my  judgment  some  other  locality 
is  preferable  under  all  the  surrounding  circumstances.^ 

By  letter  of  December  17, 1886,  you  informed  the  Department  "  that 
several  townships  within  the  said  country  (Turtle  Mountain),  surveyed 
under  contracts  approved  prior  to  the  action  of  this  office  in  suspending 
surveys  in  said  country,  have  been  examined  in  the  field  and  found  to 
be  correctly  surveyed,  and  the  question  arises  whether  the  plats  of  said 
townships  should  be  filed  in  the  United  States  local  land  office  for  dis- 
posal of  the  lands,  in  view  of  said  claim  of  the  Indians,"  as  set  forth  in 
certain  papers  accompanying  your  said  report  of  April  22nd,  preceding, 
and  submitted  the  question  for  departmental  direction. 

By  letter  of  December  18, 188G,  you  were  informed  that  the  matter 
presented  in  the  papers  accompanying  your  said  letter  of  April  22, 1886, 
would  be  considered  at  once,  and  in  the  meantime  the  plats  referred  to 
would  not  be  filed  in  the  local  land  office. 

January  11, 1887,  your  letters  of  April  22,  April  26,  and  December  17, 
1886,  with  all  the  accompanying  papers,  were  referred  to  the  Oommis- 
sioncr  of  Indian  Affairs  ^^  for  an  expression  of  his  views  as  to  the  title 
of  the  Indians  in  question  to  the  land^  involved."  A  copy  of  his  re- 
port, in  response  to  this  reference  is  herewith  transmitted,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 17,1887. 

In  this  report  he  expresses  an  opinion  that  the  Territory  in  question 
is  unceded  Indian  country,  and  that  the  Turtle  Mountain  Band  of  Chip- 
pewas  have  some  claim  thereto,  but  thinks  their  claim  should  not  be  a 
bar  to  its  further  settlement  and  development,  and  suggests,  in  view  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case,  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  to  remove  all  restrictions  as  to  its  settlement  by  resuming  survey, 
and  permitting  entry  of  the  lands,  leaving  the  claim  of  the  Indians  to 
be  settled  by  Congress. 

l!i  the  letter  of  Secretary  Teller  of  October  4, 1882,  before  referred  to, 
he  says : 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  claim  is  not  well  founded,  yet  if  it  should 
appear  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  facts,  that  such  a  claim  does  ex- 
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ist,  it  will  be  the  daty  of  the  government  to  make  proper  compensation 
to  the  Indians.    I  do  not  think  nearly  10,000,000  acres  of  valuable  land 

ou  which  a  great  namber  of  settlers  are  now  located 

sboald  be  withheld  from  the  operation  of  the  homestead  and  pre-emp- 
tion laws,  because  a  qaestion  has  been  raised  whether  the  small  band 
of  Indians  (not  exceeding  three  hundred)  have  a  claim  on  this  land  or 
not.  It  is  not  contended  by  anyone  that  the  government  has  recog- 
nized this  claim  of  the  Indians  by  treaty  with  them,  and  the  Indians 
make  no  use  of  the  land  except  to  roam  over  it,  not  cultivating,  I  think, 
any  of  it. 

Whether  these  Indians  have  or  have  not  any  just  claim  to  these  lands 
is  not  now  present<^d  in  form  to  be  passed  upon,  and  will  not  be  consid- 
ered here.  I  am  persuaded,  however,  that  under  the  facts  set  forth  this 
alleged  claim  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  opening  these 
lands  to  settlement  under  the  public  land  laws. 

As  this  question  seems  to  have  been  passed  upon  by  my  predecessor 
with  a  very  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  before  him ;  as  I  discover  noth- 
iDg  in  the  papers  presented  now  which  indicates  that  the  action  taken 
by  him  should  be  modified  in  any  way }  and  as  there  seems  to  be  good 
reasons  why  the  lands  should  be  surveyed, — that  present  and  future 
settlers  may  acquire  title  thereto — you  are  hereby  instructed  that  the 
contract  with  Green  for  this  survey,  if  regular  and  in  due  form,  will  be 
approved,  and  that  the  surveys  thereunder  will  proceed  according  to 
law ;  and  to  this  end  the  order  of  your  office  of  January  28,  1880,  sus- 
pending said  contract  and  the  surveys  under  it  is  hereby  revoked,  and 
the  surveys  will  be  made  as  if  the  contract  had  never  been  suspended. 

The  plats  of  survej-  referred  to  in  your  office  letter  of  December  17, 
1886,  covering  six  townships  as  therein  described,  will  be  filed  in  the 
local  land  office,  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  lands  under  existing 
laws. 


pri  fa  te  cl  a  ims  ur  ve  y—e  vii)  exce. 

Rancho  Buena  Vista. 

• 

In  the  location  of  a  grant  the  survey  mnst  follow  the  decree  of  confirmation  and  act 
of  juridical  possession,  and  parole  testimony  is  not  admissible  therefor,  except 
where  there  may  be  an  ambigaity,  or  it  is  necessary  to  identify  in  the  field  the 
boundaries  described  in  those  instruments. 

In  following  calls,  those  mandatory,  specific  and  most  important  must  be  gratified, 
even  to  the  neglect  or  exclusion  of  the  less  peremptory  and  important. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  April  5,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  by  the  claimants  of  the  Bancho  Buena 
Vista  from  your  office  decision  of  April  10,  1885,  rejecting  the  survey 
of  said  rancho,  and  directing  the  surveyor- general  of  California  to 
cause  a  new  survey  of  the  same  to  be  made.  A  full  history  of  this 
grant  is  to  be  found  in  the  previous  decisions  of  your  office  in  relation 
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thereto,  reported  iu  1  L.  D.,  260;  2  L.  D.,  366  and  370,  and  as  the  facts 
connected  therewith  are  voluminoas,  only  those  essential  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  conclusion  herein  arrived  at  will  be  stated,'and 
those  as  briefly  as  may  be. 

The  laud  in  question  lies  in  San  Diego  County,  California  and  was 
granted,  on  July  8, 1845,  by  the  Mexican  authorities  to  the  Indian  Fe- 
lipe, and  confirmed  on  May  16,  1854,  by  the  board  of  land  commission- 
ers to  Jesus  Machedo,  assignee,  which  confirmation  was  approved  by  the 
United  States  district  court,  February  1,  1856,  but  no  formal  decree  of 
affirmation  was  filed  until  April  15, 1879.  This  decree  confirmed  to 
the  claimant  the  tract  in  question  '^  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  a  square 
league  of  land,  a  little  more  or  less,  being  the  same  land  which  is  situ- 
ated in  the  county  of  San  Diego,  known  by  the  name  erf  Buena  Vista, 
and  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

Commencing  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  garden  of  the  Indian 
Felipe,  and  running  east  two  thousand  five  hundred  varas  to  the  bound- 
ary line  of  Lorenzo  Soto;  thence  running  south  two  thousand  five 
hundred  varas  to  a  small  peak,  where  stand  two  rocks  joined  together; 
thence  running  west  two  thousand  five  hundred  varas  to  a  small  red 
hill;  thence  running  north  two  thousand  five  hundred  varas  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  on  a  hill  where  there  is  a  rock ;  containing  in  all 
half  of  a  square  league:  Reference  for  further  description  to  be  had  to 
the  original  grant,  and  to  the  translation  of  the  original  record  of  jurid- 
ical possession. 

Keference  being  thus  made  to  the  original  grant  and  the  ^'  transla- 
tion" of  the  record  of  juridical  possession,  they  become  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  part  of  the  final  decree. 

There  ia  nothing  in  the  original  grant  to  be  noted,  save  that  the  peti- 
tion ofFelipe  was  for  "a  small  piece  of  land  ....  half  a  league  in  length 
and  one  half  in  breadth."  The  application  was  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  the  "  extent  of  half  a  square  league,"  and 
the  grant  made  by  Pio  Pico  to  Felipe  for  "the  lot  of  hmd  known  as 
Buena  Vista,"  '^  one  half  league  square  in  extent,  and  is  the  same  he 
actually  occupies." 

Jose  R.  Arguello,  the  akalde,  thus  describes  the  delivery  of  juridical 
possession : 

As  we  stood  at  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  garden  of  the  Indian 
Felipe,  the  line  was  drawn  east  and  there  were  measured  and  counted 
two  thousand  five  hundred  varas,  which  terminated  at  the  boundary  of 
Don  Lorenzo  Soto,  where  the  party  interested  was  ordered  to  place  his 
land  mark.  From  this  place  the  line  was  drawn  in  a  south  course, 
there  were  measured  and  counted  two  thousand  five  hundre<l  varas, 
which  ended  at  a  small  peak  where  stand  two  rocks  joined  together. 
Here  the  party  interested  was  ordered  to  place  his  land  mark.  From 
this  point  the  line  was  drawn,  course  west,  and  there  were  measured 
and  counted  two  thousand  five  hundred  varas,  which  ended  at  a  small 
red  hill,  where  the  party  interested  was  ordered  to  place  his  land  mark. 
From  this  point  the  line  was  drawn,  course  north ;  there  were  measured 
and  counted  two  thousand  five  hundred  varas  which  ended  upon  a  hill, 
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where  stauds  a  large  rock,  and  the  party  in  interest  was  ordered  to  place 
his  land  mark.  Here  the  party  in  interest  was  informed  that  he  was  now 
in  secare  and  peaceable  possession  to  the  end ;  that  he  might  enjoy  it 
freely  and  unreservedl}',  the  proceeding  being  considered  as  ended. 

Several  surveys  of  the  rancho  were  made  from  time  to  time,  but  none 
of  them  being  satisfactory  to  your  office  they  were  rejected,  for  reasons 
stated.  Xo  appeal  having  been  taken  from  these  rejections,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  go  into  any  discussion  in  regard  to  this  former  action.  On 
May  27, 1884,  the  surveyor  general  of  California  was  instructed  to  cause 
a  new  survey  of  the  rancho  to  be  made,  conforming,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, to  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  the  decree,  being  the  same  de- 
scribed in  the  act  of  juridical  possession.  In  your  said  letter  you  stated 
that  the  northwest  corner  should  be  adopted  as  located  in  the  Stroebel 
survey,  <^ou  a  hill  where  there  is  a  big  rock";  and  the  southeast  corner 
as  described  in  the  Hays  survey  and  also  located  in  that  of  Minto, 
"  on  the  top  of  a  red  hill." 

On  June  13, 1884,  the  surveyor  general  enclosed  map  and  field  notes 
of  Minto's  survey,  and  also  a  diagram  marked  B,  showing  the  lines  of 
the  previous  surveys,  and  also  that  which  would  be  made  if  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  were  followed. 

On  July  1, 1884,  your  office  replied,  stating  that  it  appeared,  from 
Minto's  field  notes  and  diagram  R,  that  the  location  of  the  northwest 
corner  by  Stroebel  was  erroneous,  and  the  previous  instructions  in  re- 
lation to  its  adoption  were  modified ;  and  it  was  said  that  certain  des- 
ignated points  on  said  diagram  were  probably  the  proper  locations  for 
the  northwest,  southwest,  and  northeast  corners.  But  the  surveyor 
general  was  instructed  in  executing  the  survey  to  be  always  ''  governed 
by  the  boundaries  designated  in  the  decree  of  confirmation,  adopting 
the  suggestions  herein,  as  far  as  they  are  found  to  correctly  indicate  the 
comer  boundaries  on  the  ground." 

In  pursuance  of  these  inst|||ction8,  survey  of  the  premises  was  made 
in  September,  1884,  by  Deputy-Surveyor  Wheeler,  approved  and 
forwarded  October  25,  1884,  by  the  surveyor-general,  together  with 
field  and  descriptive  notes,  the  protests  of  certain  settlers  against  the 
approval  of  said  survey,  and  other  papers  relating  thereto. 

On  April  10, 1885,  your  office  rejected  said  survey,  and  a  new  one  was 
ordered ;  and  it  is  on  the  appeal  of  the  grant  claimants  from  this  action 
that  the  case  is  now  before  me. 

Wheeler,  the  deputy  who  made  this  survey,  states  that  he  is  familiar 
with  the  country  and  people  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  grant,  and  is 
also  familiar  with  the  Spanish  language ;  that  prior  to  making  said  sur- 
vey he  iound  an  old  native  Californian,  Sylvestre  Marron  by  name,  who 
was  the  only  living  witness  of  the  act  of  juridical  possession,  having 
acted  as  chainman  on  that  occasion;  that  with  this  person  a  careful  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  country  was  made,  and  he  showed  to  the 
deputy  all  £he  old  corners  and  lines  exactly  as  shown  in  the  field  notes 
2278  DEC 36 
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and  plat  of  the  latter.  The  affidavit  of  Marron  in  Spanish,  and  a  trans- 
lation thereof,  is  also  transmitted ;  and  his  character  as  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence and  veracity  is  vouched  for  by  the  deputy. 

#  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Wheeler  acted  upon  the  statements  of  Marron  and  located  his  survey 
in  accordance  therewith,  so  far  as  they  went,  and  sa^'s  in  his  report  that 
he  found  the  corners  without  difficulty,  and  the  whole  survey  in  his  opin- 
ion corresponds  with  the  juridical  possession  as  actually  delivered.  Tbe 
area  embraced  in  his  survey  is  4,269.60  acres,  or  nearly  an  entire  sqnare 
league. 

If  the  location  of  the  grant  was  to  be  determined  alone  by  parole 
testimony,  that  of  Marron  would  be  of  great  value,  if  not  contradicted 
or  impeached.  But  in  this  survey  we  are  not  authorized  to  go  oatside 
of  the  decree  of  confirmation  and  act  of  juridical  possession,  except 
where  there  may  be  an  ambiguity,  or  it  is  necessary  to  identify-  in  the 
field  the  boundaries  described  in  those  instruments. 

Keither  the  original  petition  of  Felipe,  nor  the  grant  to  him  describes 
the  land  by  boundaries.    It  is  spoken  of  as  <^  half  a  league,"  ^^oocupied 

with  his  stock  since  1836,"  ^'  covered  by  hismuralles  (enclosures) 

garden  and  house,"  but  no  further  description  is  given  until  the  com- 
]>letion  of  the  act  of  juridical  possession,  wherein  the  boundaries  are  for 
the  first  time  stated.  The  board  of  land  commissioners  and  tbe  United 
States  district  court  confirmed  the  grant  by  described  boundaries.  So 
that  upon  confirmation,  if  not  so  before,  the  grant  became  one  of  the 
land  contained  within  certain  specified  boundaries^  containing  by  esti- 
mation <<half  a  square  league"  ;  and  it  must  be  surveyed  by  boundaries 
and  not  quantity  alone. 

The  act  of  juridical  possession  seemingly  describes  these  boundaries 
with  much  precision  and  definiteness ;  but,  like  nearly  all  kindred  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Mexican  authorities,  on  a  careful  examination,  it  is  dis- 
covered that  there  is  an  absolute  wantW  precision  where  it  is  most 
needed.  In  fact,  the  boundaries  as  located  in  the  act  of  juridical  pos- 
session have  no  definite  beginning  nor  ending.  It  says,  "  as  we  stood 
at  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  garden  of  the  Indian  Felipe,  the  line  was 
drawn  east,"  etc.  From  this  statement  it  is  impossible  to  learn  which 
one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  garden  tras  the  place  of  beginning,  from 
which  the  line  was  run  east  to  the  laud  of  Lorenzo  Soto.  So  that,  if  this 
was  all  the  record  information,  it  would  present  such  a  case  of  ambi- 
guity as  to  make  it  necessary  to  go  into  parole  proof  to  find  the  initial 
point ;  and  the  testimony  of  Marron  ought  to  throw  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. But  where  the  act  of  juridical  possession  is  ambiguous,  in  this 
respect,  the  deeree  of  confirmation  is  clear  and  unambiguous;  for  it  con- 
firms the  grant  as  follows :  "  Commencing  at  the  northwest  comer  of  the 
garden  of  the  Indian  Felipe  and  running  east,"  etc.  Thus,  then,  we 
have  the  place  of  beginning  established  by  the  decree  as  at  the  north* 
west  corner  of  the  garden  and  any  survey  'whick  does  not  adopt  that 
point  as  the  place  of  beginning  must  be  rejected.    There  does  not  seem 
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to  be  any  difficulty  iu  finding  the  garden,  as  it  is  located  at  about  the 
same  place  in  all  of  the  plats  of  surveys  heretofore  made.  But  should 
there  be  difficulty  iu  so  exactly  locating  its  lines  as  to  determine  with 
reasonable  accuracy  the  northwest  corner  thereof,  parole  testimony  on 
this  point  could  be  taken. 

The  act  of  juridical  possession  is  also  defective  in  not  showing  that 
the  line  of  measurement  or  survey  was  closed  and  ended  at  the  place  of 
beginning.  In  describing  the  fourth  or  last  line,  it  say?,  '^the  line  was 
drawn,  course  north,  there  were  measured  and  counted  two  thousand 
five  hundred  varas,  which  ended  upon  a  hill  where  stands  a  large  rock," 
Thus,  the  place  of  beginning  is  described  as  ^'at  one  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  garden,"  and  the  place  of  ending  as  <^upon  a  hill  where  stands  a 
large  rock."  As  the  place  of  ending  in  such  a  survey  should  be  at  the 
place  of  beginning,  the  presumption  would  be  that  the  '^  hill  where 
stands  a  large  rock"  was  the  point  "at  one  of  the  boundaries  of  the  gar- 
den" at  which  the  survey  begun;  but  the  language  is  not  clear  or  free 
from  ambiguity  upon  this  point.  In  fact,  Marron  says,  iu  his  affidavit, 
that  the  juridical  survey  was  commenced  at  a  rock,  which  he  showed 
VYheeler,  at  the  head  of  the  garden,  and  that  the  line  was  then  run  west 
instead  of  east  "  to  a  large  rock  on  a  hill,"  and  that  in  reality  no  line  was 
ever  run  to  the  east  from  the  head  of  the  garden,  nor  was  any  eastern 
line,  north  and  south,  ever  run  or  the  survey  closed. 

But  we  are  not  left  in  doubt  on  the  point  of  the  continuity  of  the  lines, 
for  the  decree  of  confirmation  again  comes  to  our  relief  and  describes 
the  fourth  and  last  line  as  <^  running  north  two  thousand  five  hundred 
varas  to  the  place  of  beginning,  on  a  hill  where  there  is  a  rock."  About 
this  language  there  can  be  no  mistake. 

Thus  all  ambiguity  as  to  the  place  of  the  beginning  and  ending  of  the 
lines  or  boundaries  is  removed,  and  parole  testimony  is  not  admissible 
in  this  respect.  The  place  of-  beginning  is  established  by  the  decree 
with  almost  mathematical  certainty  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  gar- 
den, and  there  the  survey  must  begin  and  end.  As  a  matter  of  coucse 
unless  the  place  of  beginning  is  established  no  survey  can  be  made; 
and  about  the  place  iu  this  case  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  diffi- 
culty. In  all  of  the  surveys  it  is  stated  that  the  lines  of  the  old  garden 
are  plainly  discernible,  and  its  location  cannot  therefore  be  difficult  of 
ascertainment,    in  Aict,  there  seems  to  be  no  dispute  about  it. 

In  following  calls,  those  mandatory,  specific  and  most  important  must 
be  gratified,  even  to  the  neglect  or  exclusion  of  the  less  peremptory, 
specific  or  important.  In  this  caise  the  important  and  mandatory  call 
in  the  fourth  smd  last  course  is  *no  the  place  of  beginning":  which  is 
judicially  determined  to  be  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  garden,  and 
to  that  plaoe  of  beginning  the  last  line  must  go,  even  to  the  neglect,  if 
necessary,  of  the  subordinate,  less  important  and  {specific  call  "for  a  hill 
where  there  is  a  rock."  But  even  this  may  not  be  necessary,  for  Marron 
says  the  juridical  survey  was  "commenced  at  a  rock  at  the  head  of  the 
garden." 
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In  tlie  survey  under  consideration  the  place  of  beginning  was  not  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  garden,  but  a  long  distance  west  thereof,  as 
located  on  Wheeler's  plat^^  In  doing  this  Wheeler  follows  the  state- 
ments of  Marron  and  adopt.s  as  the  place  of  beginning  what  the  latter 
pointed  out  as  the  northwest  corner  of  the  juridical  survey  and  which 
Wheeler  also  adopts  as  his  northwest  corner.  In  this  there  was  mani- 
fest error.  For,  as  I  have  shown,  there  is  no  ambiguity  in  the  language 
of  the  decree  of  confirmation,  as  to  the  place  of  beginning,  to  justify  the 
admission  of  testimony  to  explain  it;  and  besides  the  testimony  of 
Marron  does  not  explain,  but  flatly  contradicts,  the  official  ^^  transla- 
tion" of  the  act  of  juridical  possession,  and  also  the  decree  of  confirma- 
tion, by  seeking  to  establish  another  place  of  beginning  and  ending,  one 
mile  at  least  westward  from  the  place  plainly  described  in  the  decree. 

This  fatal  defect  in  Wheeler's  survey  is  sufficient  to  require  its  rejec- 
tion, and  therefore  I  affirm  your  judgment  in  rejecting  the  same  and  in 
orilering  a  new  survey  of  the  grant. 

As  at  present  advised,  the  location  by  Wheeler  of  the  northeast, 
southeast  and  southwest  corners  would  appear  to  be  approximately 
correct,  inasmuch  as  they  are  reported  as  established  at  points  appear- 
ing to  answer  in  description  those  recited  in  the  decree ;  but  I  prefer 
not  to  decide  definitely  as  to  these  locations  at  this  time.  Since  the  case 
has  been  pending  here  on  appeal,  several  protests  and  affidavits  have 
been  filed  by  parties  claiming  to  have  adverse  interests,  and  who  assert 
that  the  survey  of  Wheeler  is  grossly  incorrect,  was  made  entirely  in 
accord  with  the  wishes  of  the  grant  claimants,  and  that  the  affidavit  of 
Marron  was  manufactured  to  fit  the  case.  In  fact,  it  is  asserted  that 
since  the  making  of  said  affidavit,  Marron  has  admitted  to  more  than 
one  witness  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  juridical  survey,  but  at  that 
made  by  Hays  in  1858.  And  these  protestants  assert  that  the  grant 
has  been  unduly  amplified  in  all  directions  by  the  different  surveys,  and 
especially  the  last,  and  that  the  true  boundaries  of  the  grant  have  never 
been  correctly  located. 

Inasmuch  as,  in  view  of  the  above  assertions,  there  may  be  some 
doubt  as  to  the  proper  location  of  the  other  corners  heretofore  men- 
tioned, the  description  of  which  in  the  decj^e  might  be  applicable  to 
other  points  in  that  neighborhood,  and  therefore  not  within  the  rule 
asserted  as  to  the  unmistakable  description  of  the  place  of  beginning 
herein  adopted,  I  have  concluded  it  is  best  that  all  parties,  claiming  au 
interest  in  the  proper  location  of  said  grant,  should  be  notified  of  the 
time  and  place  of  the  new  survey,  and  that  testimony  offered,  tending 
to  elucidate  the  matter  should  be  ta.ken,  and  the  information  thus  ob* 
tained  acted  upon  in  making  said  survey. 

With  the  modifications  and  additions  stated,  I  approva  of  the  other 
instructions  given  by  your  letter  of  April  10,  1885,  to  the  surveyor  gen. 
eral. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT—ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1865. 

Greenhalgh  tj.  St.  Paul  M.  &  M.  Ey.  Co. 

By  definite  location,  and  indemnity  withdrawal  nnder  the  additional  grant  of  1865, 
the  lands  covered  thereby  were  excluded  from  entry  and  settlement. 

Acting  Secretary  Mvldroiv  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  April  5, 1887, 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  Greenhalgh  i?.  the  St.  Paul,  Min- 
neapolis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company,  on  appeal  by  the  former  from 
your  office  decision  of  October  11,  1883,  rejecting  his  application  to 
make  homestead  entry  for  Lots  12, 15  and  16,  in  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  31, 
T.  150,  B.  46,  Crookston,  Minnesota. 

Said  application  was  made  on  January  2, 1883,  and  was  rejected  by 
the  local  officers. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1857,  (11  Stat,  195,)  a  grant 
of  land  was  made  to  Minnesota,  then  a  Territory,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railroads,  of  every  alternate  section  designated  by 
odd  numbers  for  six  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  such  roads,  with 
a  right  to  select  indemnity  from  odd  sections  in  no  case  further  than 
fifteen  miles  from  the  lines  of  said  roads.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  3,  1865  (13  Stat,  526),  the  quantity  of  land  granted  by  the  act 
of  1857  was  increased  to  ten  sections  per  mile,  with  an  enlargement  of 
the  limits  within  which  indemnity  lands  might  be  selected  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles.  One  of  the  roads  thus  provided  for  was  the  Saint 
Paul  and  Pacific.  By  act  approved  March  3, 1871  (16  Stat.,  588),  said 
road  was  allowed  to  alter  its  branch  line  as  located  under  the  original 
act,  and  to  locate  and  construct  it  "  from  St.  Cloud  to  a  point  of  inter- 
section with  the  line  of  the  original  grant  at  or  near  Otter  Tail  or  Bush 
Lake,  so  as  to  form  a  more  direct  route  to  St.  Vincent,  with  the  same 
proportional  grant  of  lands  to  be  taken  in  the  same  manner  along  said 
altered  line,  as  is  provided  for  the  present  line  by  existing  laws."  The 
line  thus  provided  for  was  known  as  the  St.  Vincent  Extension,  now 
the  St  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Bailway. 

In  the  case  of  Barney  v,  Winona  and  St.  Peter  Bailroad  Company, 
the  supreme  court,  in  reference  to  said  grants,  held  that  the  grant  of 
1857  ^^  was  one  by  description,  that  is  of  land  in  place  and  not  one  of 
quantity.  It  was  of  particular  parcels  of  land  designated  by  odd  num- 
bers for  six  sections  on  each  side  of  the  road ;  that  is,  of  particular  par- 
cels of  land  lying  within  certain  defined  lateral  limits  tx)  the  road  and 
described  by  numbers  on  the  public  surveys.  The  grant  of  the  four  ad- 
ditional sections  by  the  act  of  1865  was  also  a  grant  of  land  in  place. 
The  intention  of  Congress  was  to  enlarge  the  first  grant  from  six  to  ten 
sections  per  mile,  the  additional  four  to  be  taken  in  like  manner  as  the 
original  six,  and  subject  to  the  same  limitations,  and  to  others  that  had 
been  or  might  be  prescribed,  with  a  right  to  select  indemnity  lands 
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within  twenty  miles  instead  of  fifteen.  The  act  did  not  purport  to 
change  the  character  of  the  first  grant,  but  to  increase  its  quantity." 
(117  IT.  S.,  228.) 

The  limits  of  the  granted  lands,  and  of  the  indemnity  lands  are  there- 
fore ten  and  twenty  miles,  respectively,  from  the  road. 

An  inspection  of  the  plats  of  your  otfice  shows  that  lot  15  of  the  land 
in  question  falls  within  the  ten-mile  or  granted  limits  for  said  St.  Yin- 
cent  Extension — St.  Paul  and  Pacific  liailroad  Company—  the  right  of 
which  attached  on  December  19,  1871,  upon  acceptance  of  its  map  of 
definite  location.  Said  Lots  12  and  16  fall  within  the  indemnity  limits 
of  said  line,  notice  of  the  withdrawal  for  which  was  received  at  the 
local  office  February  15,  1872.  The  record  fails  to  show  that  at  the 
date  of  the  withdrawals  or  prior  thereto  there  was  any  claim  to  the 
land  but  that  of  the  company. 

The  application  of  Greenhalgh,  made  long  after  the  rights  of  the  com- 
pany had  attached  to  the  granted  lands,  and  after  notice  of  withdrawal 
in  the  indemnity  limits,  must  therefore  be  rejected. 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


RAILROAD  GRAST—RES  JUDICATA, 

Elwell  V.  Northern  Pac.  E.  R.  Co. 

A  final  decision  against  a  right  asserted  under  the  pre-eniption  law  is  no  bar  to  a 

claim  by  the  same  person  for  the  same  land  under  a  diiferent  law. 
Land  held  and  occupied  under  a  settlement  claim  is  not  subject  to  indemnity  selection. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sj^arls^  April  8,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Robert  Elwell  t?.  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  involving  the  W.  ^  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  9,  T.  10  2^., 
R.  39  E.,  Walla  Walla,  Washington  Territory,  on  appeal  by  the  com- 
pany from  the  adverse  decision  of  your  office,  dated  February  20, 
1884. 

It  appears  that  the  land  is  surveyed,  unoffered  land,  within  the  in- 
demnity limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company. 

Elwell  filed  declaratory  statement  January  It),  1871,  for  the  S.  J  of 
SB.  i  of  8  and  W.  J  of  SW,  i  of  Sec.  9,  T.  10,  R.  39,  alleging  settlement 
July  1, 1870.  In  1872  he  sought  to  prove  up  on  his  pre-emption  claim, 
but  his  application  was  refused,  because  the  laud  in  section  nine  was 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  said  railroad  company,  and  on  appeal 
a  hearing  was  ordered  by  the  Commissioner.  At  this  hearing  the  rail- 
road company  did  not  appear,  and  the  local  officers  recommended  that 
the  application  be  granted.    This  action  was  not  approved  by  your 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO    THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  567 

predecessor.  Commissioner  Drummond,  who,  on  July  21,  1873,  ordered 
that  the  declaratory  statement  be  canceled  as  to  the  W.  ^  of  SW.  J  of 
section  9 — holding  that  Elwell,  having  failed  to  file  hi$%  claim  within  the 
time  required  by  law,  three  months  after  settlement,  the  adverse  inter- 
est of  the  railroad  company  attached  under  the  withdrawal  of  Decem- 
ber 8, 1870.  There  being  no  appeal  from  this  decision,  the  case  w<^s 
closed  and  the  declaratory  statement  canceled  September  4,  1884.  a&  to 
the  odd  numbere<l  section. 

On  July  17, 1875,  Elwell  transmuted  his  filing  on  the  8.  i  of  SE-  i  of 
section  8  into  homestead  entry  Xo.  334,  mivde  final  proof  and  entry 
thereon  November  2,  1S81,  for  which  patent  was  duly  issued  to  and  ac- 
cepted by  him  April  10, 1882. 

The  withdniwal  of  December  8, 1870,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  which  was  held  to  have  precluded  Elwell  from  hold- 
ing the  land  under  his  filiug  of  January  10,  1871,  was  made  on  map  of 
genenil  route  and  withdrew  the  laud  for  forty  miles  on  eiich  side  of  the 
road,  or  only  within  the  granted  limits.  On  February  21,  1872,  the 
company  filed  another  map,  containing  ^'  a  preliminary  line  "  of  said  road, 
or  general  route,  which  entered  Washington  Territory  on  the  east  at  a 
point  over  one  hundred  miles  further  north  than  the  former,  but  con- 
verging so  that  at  the  Columbia  river  the  lines  of  both  routes  became 
substantially  the  same.  At  the  request  of  the  company,  withdrawal 
was  made  under  this  second  map  on  March  30,  1872;  and  the  land  in 
controversy  was  within  the  lines  of  both  withdrawals.  Afterwards,  on 
October  4, 1880,  the  line  of  said  road  was  definitely  located,  when  an- 
other withdrawal,  in  conformity  with  the  map  of  definite  location,  was 
made,  when  the  land  in  controversy  was  found  to  be  outside  of  the 
granted  but  within  the  indemnity  limits,  for  which  withdrawal  was  made 
November  30,  1880. 

On  January  5, 1884,  the  company  included  the  said  tract  in  its  list  of 
indemnity  selections.  Against  this  selection,  on  January  31, 1884,  El- 
well filed  protest  in  your  office,  alleging  that  he  has  continued  in  pos- 
session of  said  SW.  i  of  section  9  ever  since  he  first  made  settlement 
thereon  in  Jul}-,  1870 ;  that  up  to  January  1,  1876,  together  with  his 
family,  his  actual  residence  was  upon  the  same ;  that  it  has  always  been 
under  one  inclosure  with  the  S.  ^  of  SE.  ^  of  section  8,  and  with  the  lat- 
ter worked  as  one  farm;  that  he  has  buildings  and  improvements  of 
large  value  on  said  W.  J  of  SW.  J  of  section  9,  and  seventy  acres 
thereof  under  cultivation.  He  insists  that  error  was  committed  in  re- 
fusing to  permit  him  to  make  final  proof  and  entry  of  the  tracts  in  both 
sections,  and  he  prays  that  he  may  now  be  allowed  to  surrender  his 
patent  for  the  S.  J  of  SE.  J  of  section  8,  amend  his  homestead  entry  by 
including  therein  the  W.  J  of  SW.  J  of  section  9,  and  that  a  new  patent 
may  be  issued  to  him  covering  both  of  said  tracts.  Your  predecessor 
approved  of  this  application  of  Elwell  and  directed  that  the  same  be 
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p^rantecl.    From  this  action  the  railroad  company  has  appealed ;  and  on 
its  appeal  the  case  is  now  before  me. 

I  do  not  regard  the  present  case  as  coming  within  the  ralo  of  res 
adjudicata^  for  the  application  of  Elwell,  now  under  consideration,  is 
that  he  be  allowed  to  enter  and  patent  the  land  under  the  homestead 
laws,  thus  seeking  to  obtain  it  under  a  new  and  different  right  from  that 
under  which  his  former  application  was  made,  and  he  is  entitled  to  have 
his  present  application  considered  as  fully  and  fairly  as  though  none 
other  had  ever  been  made  by  him  for  that  tract,  and  acted  upon  by  the 
land  officers.  See  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  By.  Co.  v.  Paulsen  (4  L.  D.,  232) ; 
Hastings  &  Dakota  Ry.  Go.  v.  Whitnall  (ib.,  249) ;  Olson  v.  Larson  (lb., 
403) ;  Holmes  v.  K  P.  R.  R.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  333). 

The  settlement  of  ElwelU  July  1, 1870,  excepted  the  lan(l  from  the 
first  withdrawal  of  December  8, 1870,  and  also  from  the  second  one  of 
March  30, 1872,  when  his  filing  was  actually  of  record,  and  the  land  was 
not  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  third  withdrawal,  made  on  the 
definite  location  of  the  road.  So  that  though  the  land  within  the  limits 
of  the  withdrawal  of  December  8, 1870,  has  not  been  restored  to  the 
public  domain,  and  the  tract  in  question  is  within  those  limits,  the  com- 
pany acquired  no  rijfht  to  it  by  virtue  of  either  that  withdrawpl  or  the 
one  of  March  30, 1872,  because  it  was  not  then  free  from  the  pre-emp- 
tion claim  of  Elwell.  And,  because  of  the  continuing  occupation  of 
Elwell,  it  was  not  subject  to  the  selection  of  the  company  as  indemnity 
land,  on  January  5, 1884. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  present  application  the  former  judgment 
should  neither  estop  nor  prejudice  the  claims  of  Elwell,  but  should 
rather  advance  them,  because  explaining  the  delay  in  their  presenta- 
tion. The  continuous  occupation  and  inclosure  of  the  land,  since  the 
first  settlement,  has  been  a  daily,  persistent  and  aggressive  assertion  of 
right  thereto,  and,  since  the  former  decision,  a  constant  protest  against 
its  correctness.  These  are  facts  which  may  be  properly  considered  in 
dealing  with  a  case  of  this  sort. 

The  evidence  of  ElwelPs  settlement,  occupation,  inclosure  and  culti- 
vation of  said  land  not  being  traversed,  may  be  treated  as  being  con- 
ceded by  the  attorney  for  the  company ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  showing 
in  relation  thereto  is  satisfactory  to  your  office,  further  hearing  is  not 
ordered, but  I  approve  of  the  proposed  action  in  canceling  the  selection 
of  the  company,  accepting  the  surrender  of  ElwelPs  patent  and  allow- 
ing the  proper  amendments,  so  as  to  include  the  land  in  controversy  in 
a  new  ])atent  to  be  issued  to  him. 

The  judgment  of  your  office  is  therefore  affirmed. 
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fees  of  local  officers— accounts. 

Circular. 
Acting  Commissioner  Stockslager  to  registers  and  receivers,  August  18, 1S86. 

Yonr  attention  is  called  to  the  following  extract  from  the  act  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1887,  approved  August  4,  1886 : 

''AH  fees  collected  by  registers  and  receivers,  from  any  source  what- 
ever, which  would  increase  their  salaries  beyond  three  thousand  dollars 
each  year,  shall  be  covered  into  tlie  Treasury,  except  only  so  much  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  actual  cost  of  clerical  services  employed 
exclusively  in  contested  cases,  and  they  shall  make  report  quarterly, 
under  oath,  of  all  expenditures  for  such  clerical  services,  with  vouchers 
therefor.'' 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  as  quoted,  receivers  will, 
from  and  after  August  1, 1886,  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  U.  S.  all  moneys  received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  and 
all  other  fees  which,  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  were  authorized  to  be 
retained  by  registers  and  receivers  (except  the  amount  payable  for 
clerk  hire,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  law),  as  other  public 
moneys  of  the  United  States  received  from  fees  and  commissions  are 
deposited.  All  such  fees  will  be  reported  in  detail  on  the  receivers' 
monthly  detailed  account-current  thereof  (Form  4-146),  and  accounted 
for  in  their  monthly  and  quarterly  accounts. 

The  fee  of  one  dollar,  authorized  to  be  retained  by  the  register  for 
giving  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  an  entry,  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
May  14, 1880,  will  be  paid  to  the  receiver,  who  will  deposit  it  with  the 
other  fees. 

Receivers  will  render  special  disbursing  accounts  for  the  sums  paid 
out  for  clerical  services  rendered  in  contest  cases,  which  must  be  veri- 
fied under  oath  and  supported  by  the  proper  vouchers. 

The  circular  of  this  oflBce,  dated  July  20, 1883,*  and  all  subsequent 
instructions  not  in  accordance  with  this  circular  are  hereby  modified 
accordingly-. 

Yon  will  please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  circular. 

Approved : 

L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 

Secretary, 

»  See  2  L.  D.  662. 
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private  claimscbip—june  2,  1^8. 
Stephen  Sweayzb, 

The  authority  of  the  surveyor-geucral  to  isane  scrip  under  the  third  sectioa  of  the 
uct  of  June  %  l.So8,  is  sabject  to  the  supervisory  jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  noting  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 

Indemnity-scrip  can  issne  under  said  act  only  on  the  existence  of  two  conditions:  (1) 
The  claim  must  have  been  confirmed,  and  (2)  it  must,  for  some  reason  named  in 
the  act,  remain  unlocated  and  unsatisfied.  • 

An  unsatisfied  claim  for  a  specific  quantity  of  land,  founded  on  an  order  of  surrey 
made  in  1795,  with  no  specific  location  of  the  land,  is  a  proi>er  basis  for  the  is- 
suance of  scrip  under  said  act. 

The  uncoutro verted  findmg  of  the  surveyor- fi;eneral  that  a  claim  has  not  been  located, 
or  in  any  manner  satisfied,  shall  be  t-aken  as  satisfactory  proof  of  such  fact. 

The  applicant  for  scrip  must  show  himself  to  be  the  legal  representative  of  the  origi- 
nal confirmee. 

Acting  Secretary  Mvldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  April  8,  1887, 

The  several  acts  of  Congress  approved  respectively  March  2,  1803  (2 
Stat.,  324),  April  21, 1806  (id.,  390),  and  March  3,  1807  (id.,  UO),  pro- 
vided for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  within 
tbe  territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  district  of  Loaisiana,  and  parsnant  to 
these  a<;ts  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  such  titles  and  claims.  In  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  thus 
appointed,  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana,  dated  May  1, 1815,  the 
private  land  claim  of  Stephen  Sweayze,  numbered  137,  class  B,  among 
others,  was  recommended  for  confirmation.  See  American  State  Papers^ 
Green's  Edition,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  109  and  133. 

This  report  and  recommendation  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Stephen  Sweayze  claims  four  hundred  arpens  of  land  in  Attakapas, 
by  virtue  of  an  order  of  survey  dated  9th  December,  1795.  The  notice 
is  accompanied  by  the  petition  of  said  Sweayze,  inhabitant  of  Natchez, 
dated  20th  November,  1795,  for  ten  arpens  of  land  on  each  8i<le  of  the 
gully,  called  Cypremart,  with  the  small  depth  that  may  be  found, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  land  of  Samuel  and  John  Bell,  and  on  the  other 
by  the  ro^al  domain.  Subjoined  to  the  petition  is  the  order  of  survey 
by  the  Baron  Carondelet,  dated  9th  December,  1795,  for  the  ten  arpens 
front  solicited,  with  the  depth  that  may  be  found,  not  exceeding  forty 
arpens.  A  plat  of  survey  by  William  Atchison,  dated  Attakapas,  16th 
December,  1796,  embracing  four  hundred  arpens  in  a  square  form,  is 
also  tiled.  No  proof  of  occupancy  has  been  offered,  and  the  claim  is 
reported  on  that  account.  The  Commissioners,  believing  it  to  be  a  claim 
which  would  have  been  deemed  valid  under  the  Spanish  government, 
recommend  its  confirmation  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  the  order 
of  survey,  giving  ten  arpens  front  on  said  gully,  with  the  depth  of 
twenty  arpens  on  each  side  embracing  an  area  of  four  hundred  arpens. 

This  claim  was  confirmed  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  April  29,  1816,  (3  Stat.,  329),  but  it  seems  never  to  have  been 
located,  as  will  more  fully  appear  hereafter. 
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On  the  14th  of  August,  1877,  the  surveyor- geueral  of  Louisiana  issued 
certificates  of  location  ou  this  claim  under  the  provisions  of  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  June  2,  1858  (11  Stat.,  294),  and  on  the  same  day 
transmitted  them  lo  your  office  for  approval  and  authentication.  These 
certificates,  are  numbered  357  A  to  357  D,  inclusive,  certificates  A,  B, 
and  C  being  for  eighty  acres  each,  and  certificate  D  for  100.28  acres — 
in  all  340.28  acres,  or  400  arpens,  French  measure — and  were  issued 
ui)on  the  application  of  D.  J.  SVedge,  who  asserted  title  to  the  Sweayze 
claim  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  proceedings  of  a  succession  sale  of  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  confirmee,  alleged  to  have  been  had  on  the  29th 
day  of  August,  1872,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  parish  court  iu 
and  for  Lafayette  parish,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  surveyor  general,  in  his  letter  of  transmittal  before  mentioned, 
makes  the  following  report  in  the  matter  of  this  claim  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  upon  a  careful  and  complete  examina- 
tion of  the  maps  of  surveys,  records,  and  other  data  in  this  oftice,  I  find 
tbat  this  claim  has  never  been  located.  I  also  find  that  the  attention 
of  Deputy-Surveyor  li.  C.  Trimbly  was  called  to  this  claim  in  an  order 
of  survey,  dateil  November  10,  1835,  by  Surveyor  General  Williams, 
with  directions  to  locate  it,  but  owing,  it  is  supposed,  to  the  want  of 
exact  data  and  the  fact  that  the  land  which  this  claim  embraced  had 
been  surveyed  as  public  laud  in  the  year  1832,  it  was  deemed  best  not 
to  locate  it  and  cause  unnecessary  conflict  of  surveys.  Again,  in  1857, 
when  a  correction  of  some  of  the  survey's  in  T.  15  8.,  R.  7  E.,  SW.  D., 
was  being  made  by  Deputy-Surveyor  Anthony  Doherty,  it  was  the 
desire  of  this  office  to  locate  this  clafm,  but  upon  application  to  the  reg- 
ister of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  he  stated  that  that  office  contained 
no  record  or  papers  which  could  aid  the  deputy-surveyor  to  establish 
the  boundaries  of  this  claim  on  the  ground. 

I  find  upon  file  in  this  office,  under  date  of  September  2, 1872,  a  peti- 
tion for  relief  under  the  act  hereinbefore  cited,  accompanied  by  evidence 
of  title  in  the  present  legal  representative  of  the  said  Sweayze.  My 
attention  has  been  more  recently'  called  to  this  claim,  and  the  proof 
being  satisfactory  respecting  the  confirmation,  transfer  of  title,  and  that 
the  claim  remains  unlocatcd  and  unsatisfied,  1  have  caused  the  scrip  to 
issue. 

When  the  scrip  came  up  to  your  office,  the  Commissioner  refused  to 
approve  and  authenticate  it,  holding  the  evidence  upon  which  it  was 
issued  was  too  meager  and  unsatisfactory.  Finally,  by  letter  to  W.  A. 
Coulter,  Esq.,  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the  present  alleged  legal  repre- 
sentative of  the  original  claimant,  dated  December  16, 1885,  your  office 
adhered  to  its  former  order  of  suspension  in  the  matter  of  this  and 
certain  other  claims  of  similar  character,  and  refused  to  deliver  the 
scrip  aforesaid,  because  of  the  rulings  iu  the  causes  of  Madam  Bertrand 
(Land  Office  Report  1879,  p.  215),  and  Joshua  Garrett  (2  C.  L.  L.,  1005). 

Thereupon,  an  appeal  was  duly  taken  by  Mr.  Coulter,  and  the  case 
has  been  very  carefully  considered  by  me.  Counsel  have  been  heard 
orally  and  fully  as  to  the  questions  involved  herein,  and  have  also  filed 
briefs  in  support  of  the  position  taken  by  them  in  the  matter  of  this 
claim. 
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The  third  section  of  the  act  of  1858,  under  the  provisions  of  which 
these  certificates  were  issued,  concludes  as  follows : 

That  in  all  cases  of  confirmation  by  this  act,  or  where  any  private 
land  claim  has  been  confirmed  by  Conji^ress,  and  the  same,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  has  not  been  located  or  satisfied,  either  for  want  of  a  specific 
location  prior  to  such  confirmation,  or  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  other 
than  a  discovery  of  fraud  in  such  claim  subsequent  to  such  confirma- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the  district  in  which 
such  claim  was  situated,  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  such  claim  has 
been  so  confirmed,  and  that  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  remains 
unsatisfied,  to  issue  to  the  claimant  or  his  legal  representatives,  a 
certificate  of  location  for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confiruied 
and  unsatisfied ;  which  certificate  may  be  located  upon  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre:  Provided^  That 
such  location  shall  conform  to  legal  divisions  and  subdivisions. 

Upon  the  state  of  facts  hereinbefore  narrated,  and  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  just  quoted,  it  is  most  earnestly  insisted  by  counsel 
that  the  action  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana,  in  finding  that 
said  claim  had  been  confirmed,  that  the  same  remained  unlocated  and 
unsatisfied,  and  that  the  legal  representative  of  the  deceased  confirmee 
was  entitled  to  certificates  of  location,  and  also  his  action  in  deterniin- 
iug  who  is  such  representative  and  in  issuing  the  scrip  aforesaid  in 
favor  of  the  party  so  foun<l  by  him  to  be  such  representative,  is  final ; 
that  there  is  no  authority  or  power  vested  in  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Laud  Office,  or  in  any  other  officer  or  tribunal,  to  control  the 
discretion  exercised  by  the  surveyor-general  in  the  matter;  and  finally, 
that  the  act  does  not  contemplate  or  require  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  OflSce  to  approve  and  authenticate  said  scrip,  or  to  with- 
hold the  same  from  the  party  who  was  found  by  the  surveyor- general 
to  be  entitled  to  receive  it.  If,  however,  this  position  is  adjudged  to 
be  untenable,  then  it  is  insisted  with  equal  earnestness  that  the  rulings 
in  the  cases  of  Madam  Bertrand  and  Joshua  Garrett  (supra)  are  erro- 
neous, and  that  said  cases  should  be  overruled. 

The  first  position  assumed  here  by  the  appellants,  viz,  That  the  sur- 
veyor-general's action  in  determining  to  whom  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1858  scrip  should  be  issued  in  any  given  case,  and  in  issuing 
the  same  in  favor  of  the  party  thus  found  to  be  entitled  to  it,  is  not 
subject  to  the  supervision  or  control  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Ofiice,  or  any  other  officer  or  tribunal,  presents  a  new  qaes- 
tion  for  the  consideration  of  the  Department.  So  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained at  this  time,  it  has  never  been  considered  here  before  in  the 
light  in  which  it  is  now  presented ;  and  so  far  as  can  be  now  ascertained 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  Department  since  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  1858  has  been  that  all  scrip  issued  under  tne  provisions  of  the  third 
section  of  said  act  must  be  approved  and  authenticated  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  before  it  is  locatable. 
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Even  80  late  as  September  17th  last,  this  Departaient  ia  the  case  of 
Lettrieus  Alrio  (5  L.  D.,  158)  assumed  jurisdiction  and  authority  to 
pass  upon  and  review  the  action  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana, 
in  issuing  scrip  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to,  and  in  de- 
terminiugto  whom  such  scrip  belongs.  But  inasmuch  as  in  said  case 
the  question  here  j^resented  was  not  then  directly  considered  and  made 
a  matter  in  issue,  and  because  it  is  urged  with  such  force  and  earnest- 
uess  that  the  uniform  practice  of  the  land  department,  in  the  matter 
herein,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  has  been  erroneous  and  unwarranted,  I 
have  determined  to  give  this  question  a  most  careful  consideration. 

The  general  authority  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  Of- 
fice to  supervise  and  control  matters  relating  to  the  public  lands  is 
found  in  sections  453  and  2478  of  the  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes.  Section 
453  provides: 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflftce  shall  perform,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  all  executive  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  the  surveying  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  wise  respecting  such  public  lands,  and,  also,  such  as 
relate  to  private  claims  of  land,  and  the  issuing  of  patents  for  all  grants 
of  land  under  the  authority  of  the  government. 

And  section  2478  provides : 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  is  authorized  to  enforce  and  carry  into 
execution,  by  appropriate  regulations,  every  part  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Title  (The  Public  Lands)  not  otherwise  specially  provided  for. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  part  of  the  said  act  of  185S  was  incorporated 
into  the  Revised  Statutes.  Hence,  said  act  exists,  and  has  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  if  there  had  never  been  a  revision  of  the  statutes. 
Said  act,  however,  must  be  read,  not  by  itself,  but  in  pari  materia  with 
the  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  above  quoted,  for  it  is  well  settled 
in  jurisprudence  that — 

The  correct  rule  of  interpretation  is,  if  divers  statutes  relate  to 
the  same  thing,  they  ought  alito  be  taken  into  consideration  in  con- 
struing any  one  of  them,  and  it  is  an  established  rule  of  law,  that  all 
acts  in  pari  materia  are  to  be  taken  together,  as  if  they  were  one  law. 
U.  S.  V,  Freeman  (3  How.,  504). 

Section  453  is  a  substantial  re-enaotmeut  of  the  first  section  of  the  act 
of  July  4,  1836  (5  Stat.,  107),  as  modified  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1849  (9 
Stat.,  395),  establishing  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  This  act  of 
1836  enlarged  the  authority  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  over  his  subordinate  officers;  and  since  its  passage  it  has  been 
uniformly  held  that — 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  exercises  a  general  su- 
perintendence over  the  subordinate  officers  of  his  department,  and  is 
clothed  with  liberal  powers  of  control,  to  be  exercised  for  the  ])uri>oses  of 
justice,  and  to  prevent  the  consequences  of  inadvertence,  irreguhirity, 
mistake,  and  fraud,  in  the  important  and  extensive  operations  of  that 
officer  for  tlie  disposal  of  the  public  domain.  Bell  r.  IJearne  (19  How., 
262). 
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In  the  leadiug  case  of  Barnard's  Heirs  v,  Ashley's  Heirs  (18  id.,  43), 
the  supreme  court  held  that  this  enlarged  power  of  supervision  and 
control  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  by  the 
act  of  1836 — (at  that  time)  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States — extended  to  the  consideration  of  matters  judicial  in  char- 
acter ;  and  that  the  judgment  of  the  register  and  receiver  was  not  con- 
clusive upon  questions  of  fact  and  of  law  arising  after  the  x)assage  of 
that  act.  This  construction  has  been  nniformly  followed  since  that 
time,  both  in  the  courts  and  in  this  Department,  and  is  too  well  settled 
to  require  further  comment* 

In  the  case  of  Maguire  v.  Tyler  (1  Black.,  195),  S.  C.  (8  Wall.,  661), 
it  was  decided  that  surveys  under  confirmations  of  Spanish  titles  in 
the  Louisiana  country  are,  as  regards  their  correctness,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  that 
that  officer  has  power  to  adjudge  the  question  of  accuracy  preliminary 
to  the  issuing  of  patent,  subject  in  all  cases  to  the  supervision  and  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  See  also  Snyder  v.  Sickles  (98 
U.  S.,  203) ;  Buena  Vista  Co.  v.  I.  F.  &  S.  C.  R.  B.  Co.  (112  U.  S.,  161). 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  cases  of  Kaufman  v.  United  States  (96  U. 
S.,  667),  Sybrandt  v.  U.  S.  (19  Ct.  of  Claims,  407),  and  Woolner's  case 
(13  id.,  355),  should  control  this  one.  These  were  cases  involving  the 
question  of  authority  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under 
Sec.  3220  of  the  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes,  which  provides : 

The  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  subject  to  regulatio.ns  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  authorized,  on  appeal  to 
him  made,  to  remit,  refund  and  pay  back  all  taxes  erroneously  or  ille- 
gally assessed  or  collected,  all  penalties  collected  without  authority, 
an  i  all  taxes  that  appear  to  be  unjustly  assessed  or  excessive  in  amount, 
or  in  any  manner  wrongfully  collected,  etc. 

The  real  question  before  the  court  in  these  several  cases  was,  whether 
the  court  could  inquire  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  before  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  when  he,  acting  within  the  scope 
Of  his  authority  and  jurisdiction,  under  jthe  statute,  has  ordered  the  re- 
funding of  an  overpaid  tax ;  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  each 
instance  was  that  in  such  cases  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner  could 
not  be  thus  inquired  into.  The  courts  were  then  simply  reiterating  the 
well-known  x)rinciple  of  law,  that,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  mistake, 
the  findings  of  an  executive  officer,  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  au- 
thority and  jurisdiction,  are  conclusive  upon  questions  of  fact,  and  will 
not  be  disturbed  by  the  courts.  I  can  not^isee  anything  in  those  cases 
which  in  any  wise  conflicts  with  the  view  herein  taken. 

I  am  therefore  of  o[>inion  that  the  first  point  raised  by  appellants  is 
not  well  taken.  I  think  the  section  of  the  act  of  1858  under  considera- 
tion, when  in  pari  materia  with  the  general  laws  on  the  same  subject, 
clearly  contemplates  that  the  survey  or- general's  action  in  issbing  cer- 
tificates of  location  is  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Com- 
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missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  under  tbe  direction  of  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior.    The  present  practice  is  therefore  adhered  to. 

Further,  even  admitting  that  the  construction  of  this  act  of  1858,  to 
this  effect  is,  doubtful,  the  practice  under  it  for  nearly  thirty  years 
could  not  be  disturbed  without  manifest  impropriety.  For  <*  A  contem- 
poraneous understanding  of  a  statute,  corroborated  by  an  undeviating 
usage  of  thirty  years,  ought  to  govern  its  judicial  construction."  D war- 
ns on  Statutes ;  Barnard's  Heirs  t?.  Ashley's  Heirs  (supra)]  Brown  r. 
Uniled  States  (113  U.  S.,  5  18),  and  cases  cited  therein. 

The  next  question  raised  by  the  appeal  before  me  involves  a  construc- 
tion of  said  act  of  1858,  as  to  whether  on  the  record  as  presented  scrip 
should  have  issued  on  this  claim. 

Now,  under  this  act  two  conditions  must  exist  in  a  private  land  claim 
in  order  that  scrip  may  issue  as  indemnity  for  tbe  same.  First,  It  must 
have  been  confirmed;  and  Second,  It  must,  for  some  reason  mentioned 
in  the  act,  remain  unlocated  an<l  unsatisfied.  The  first  of  said  condi- 
tions exists  in  this  case.  As  already  stated,  this  claim  was  confirmed 
absolutely  by  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  20,  181G. 

Tbe  claims  after  confirmation,  upon  which  scrip  is  to  issue,  are  di- 
vided into  two  general  classes.  The  first  class  comprises  those  claims 
which  **  have  not  been  located  or  satisfied  for  want  of  a  specific  location 
prior  to  confirmation,"  and  the  second  class  embraces  those  claims 
which  *'  have  not  been  located  or  satisfied  for  any  reason  whatsoever, 

other  than  a  discovery  of  fraud  in  the  claim  subsequent  to 

confirmation."  Claims  of  the  first  class  are  those  floating  and  unascer- 
tained claims — mere  rights  of  location  where  a  specific  quantity  of  land 
was  granted,  to  be  taken  somewhere  in  the  vacant  royal  domain,  but 
where  no  survey  of  any  particular  tract  was  made  under  the  authority 
of  the  original  donor,  where  no  segregation  of  any  tract  was  ever 
made  and  where  no  actual  or  approximate  location  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  claim  was  ever  established.  Such  claims,  though  coufirmed  by 
Congress  and  though  carrying  a  valid  title  under  the  grant,  were  value- 
less until  the  passage  of  tliis  general  act  of  1858.  Claim  of  Benito  Yas- 
queth  (3  Op.  015) ;  United  States  r.  King  et  aL  (7  How.,  833) ;  Con- 
gressional  Keccrd,  35th  Cong.,  1st  Sess.,  Vol.  36,  Part  3,  p.  2595.  For 
by  treaty  stipulations  the  United  States  acquired  in  sovereignty  all  the 
lands  in  Louisiana  which  had  not  before  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  1803 
been  granted  by  the  French  or  Spanish  authorities  and  severed  as 
private  property  from  the  royal  domain.   United  States  v.  King  (supra)] 

Les  Bois  v.  Bramell  (4  How.,  449). 
The  second  class  embraces  those  claims  which  prior  to  confirmation 

had  a  '<  sjiecific  location,"  but  which,  for  some  reason  other  than  the 

discovery  of  fraud  in  the  claim  subsequent  to  confirmation,  could  not  be 

satisfied  out  of  the  lands  embraced  within  such  specific  loqation.    As 

for  instance  where  two  or  more  adverse  claims  were  confirmed  for  the 

same  tra^st  of  land^  or  overlapped  to  any  extent  whatever,  as  not  infre- 
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quently  was  the  case  in  those  x)rivate  land  claims  in  Louisiana.  Ghoteau 
V,  Eckhart  (2  How.,  314),  Les  Bois  v.  Bramell  (supra)^  Sylvester  Bossie 
(Land  Office  Report  for  1879,  p.  218).  In  such  cases  these  conflicting 
claims  were  determined,  and  the  claimant  found  to  possess  the  best 
legal  and  equitable  title  took  the  land  in  place.  Necessarily  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  other  claimants  to  the  same  land  were  rejected,  and  the 
justice  of  the  government  had  to  be  relied  upon  by  them  for  compensa- 
tion ;  and  this  compensation  the  act  of  1858  provided. 

A  title  resting  on  a  permit  to  settle  and  an  order  of  survey,  dated 
before  the  year  1800,  without  any  settlement  or  survey  having  been 
made,  was  an  incomplete  title.  It  gave  no  right  to  any  specific  location 
of  land  until  surveyed.  In  other  words,  there  was  no  "  specific  loca- 
tion "  ofthe  claim  until  surveyed.  Barry  v.  Gamble  (3  How.,  32).  Such 
claim,  therefore,  is  within  the  descriptive  terms  of  those  embraced  in 
the  first  class  above. 

The  claim  under  consideration  would  seem  to  fall  fairly  within  this 
class.  It  was  for  a  specific  quantity  of  land,  with  no  specific  location, 
founded  on  an  order  of  survey  dated  in  1795,  and  no  segregation  from 
the  royal  domain  of  any  x)articular  tract  by  survey  or  otherwise  was 
made  prior  to  confirmation.  True,  there  was  filed  with  the  petition 
presented  to  the  board  of  land  commissioners  ^'A  plat  of  survey 
by  William  Atchison,  dated  16th  Dec.  1790,"  embracing  the  amoant  of 
land  in  this  claim.  But  this  survey  if  it  amounted  to  anything  at  all 
was  simply  a  private  survey^  not  binding  upon  any  one,  and  did  not 
operate  as  a  segregation  of  any  particular  tract  of  land.  Les  Bois  t. 
Bramell  {supra).  The  petition  presented  to  the  board  recites  that  this 
claim  is  '^  bounded  on  the  one  side  by  land  of  Samuel  and  John  Bell, 
and  on  the  other  by  the  royal  domain."  But  as  it  appears  this  i^ave  it 
no  specific  location,  at  least  not  sufficient  to  enable  a  survey  of  the 
claim  being  made.  The  location  was  only  given  approximately  '^  on 
each  side  of  the  gully  called  Cypremart."  Another  reason  for  its  non- 
location  in  place  is  found  in  the  report  of  the  surveyor-general  <<  that 
the  land  which  this  claim  embraces  had  been  surveyed  as  public  land 
in  1832,  and  it  was  deemed  best  not  to  locate  it  and  cause  unnecessary 
conflict  of  surveys." 

There  has  been  no  suggestion  of  fraud  in  this  claim,  either  on  the 
part  of  the  original  confirmee  or  the  present  applicant;  hence  this  ele- 
ment does  not  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  case.  It  has  been  foand 
by  the  surveyor-general,  as  a  fact,  that  this  claim  has  never  been  located 
in  place,  and  that  it  remains  yet  wholly  unsatisfied.  This  fact  is  not 
denied  or  controverted  by  any  one,  and  must  therefore  be  accepted  as 
established.  Your  office,  however,  required  that  the  actual  or  approxi- 
mate boundaries — the  original  locus — of  the  claim  should  be  shown 
before  scrip  should  issue.  This  is  a  requirement  that  can  never  be  com- 
plied with  and  was  never  contemplated  in  the  act  of  1858;  for  as  already 
established  this  claim  never  had  a  specific  location^  and  never  operated 
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as  a  segregation  of  any  tract  from  the  royal  domain  under  the  foreign 
goveruments  or  from  the  public  domain  under  this  government.  It  is, 
therefore,  a  elaim  such  as  the  act  of  1858  contemplates. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  case,  therefore,  I  reverse  your  office  decision 
and  hold  that  scrip  may  properly  be  autheuticated  upon  this  claim,  if 
the  applicant  therefor  shall  show  himself  to  be  entitled  to  receive  it  as 
the  legal  representative  of  the  original  confirmee.  The  "  Bertrand" 
case  does  not  necessarily  conflict  with  this  decision. 

The  only  remaining  question  in  the  case  is,  as  to  whether  the  present 
applicant  is  the  legal  representative  of  the  original*  confirmee  as  defined 
in  the  case  of  Lettrieus  Alrio  {stipra)  and  John  Shafer  (5  L.  D.,  283), 
overruling  the  "  Garrett"  case  (supra). 

As  already  stated,  the  present  applicant  for  scrip,  the  appellant 
herein,  claims  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  alleged  succession  sale  of  the 
effects  of  the  deceased  confirmee,  said  to  have  been  had  on  the  29th 
day  of  August,  1872,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  parish  court  in 
and  for  Lafayette  parish,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana.  As  evidence  of 
such  proceedings  is  filed  here  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  a  proeda 
verbal  of  said  succession  sale.  But  an  inspectioo  of  said  paper  discov- 
ers the  fact  that  it  can  not  be  aduiitted  here  as  evidence.  It  is  nothing 
more  than  an  unauthenticated  copy  of  aprocin  verbal,  or  an  unauthen- 
ticated  copy  of  a  copy  of  the  original  record.  It  requires  no  argument 
or  citation  of  authorities  to  show  that  this  is  not  evidence.  Further, 
even  admitting  this  to  be  a  properly  authenticated  prods  verbal^  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  late  case 
of  John  Shafer  (supra).  As  was  said  in  that  case  the  parish  courts  of 
Louisiana  are  courts  of  limited  and  special  jurisdiction ;  and  before 
their  judgments  can  be  received  as  conclusive  the  jurisdictional  facts 
must  be  made  to  appear  upon  tlie  face  of  the  proceedings. 

For  these  reasons  the  present  application  is  denied.  The  decision 
appealed  from  is  modified  accordingly. 


A  ceo  UNTS^FEES—TESTIMONY-^TRAySCBIPTSy  ETC. 

Circular.* 
Commissioner  Sparlcs  to  registers  and  receivers,  March  15,  1887. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  provisions  of  law : 

"  Registers  and  receivers  are  allowed,  jointly,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
cents  per  -hundred  words  for  testimony  reduced  by  them  to  writing  fbr 
claimants  in  establishing  preemption  and  homestead  rights.  (Sec.  2238, 
subdivision  10,  E.  S.) 

"A  like  fee  as  provided  in  the  preceding  subdivision,  when  such 
writing  is  done  in  the  laud  office,  in  establishing  claims  for  mineral 
lands.     (Sec.  2238,  subdivision  11,  It.  S.) 
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"  Kegistfers  aud  receivers  in  Galiforuia,  Oregon,  Washington, Nevada, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Wyoming,  and  Montana 
are  each  entitled  to  collect  aud  receive  fifty  per  centum  on  fees  aud  com- 
missions provided  for  in  the  first,  third,  and  tenth  subdivisions  of  this 
section.     (Sec.  2238,  subdivision  12,  R.  S.)- 

"The  register  for  aiiy  consolidated  land  district,  in  addition  to  the 
fees  now  aUowed  by  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  and  receive  for 
making  transciipts  for  individuals  or  furnishing  any  other  record  infor- 
mation respecting  public  lands  or  land  titles  in  his  consolidated  land  dis- 
trict, such  fees  as  are  properly  authorized  by  the  tariff  existing  in  the 
local  courts  of  his  district,  aud  the  receiver  shall  receive  his  equal  share 
of  such  fees,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  aid  the  register  in  the  preparation 
of  the  transcript  or  giving  the  desired  record  information.  (Sec.  2239, 
R.  S.) 

"The  register  and  receiver  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  for 
examining  and  approving  testimony  given  before  the  judge  or  clerk  of 
a  court  in  final  homestead  cases  as  are  now  allowed  by  law  for  taking 
the  same.    (Act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 1877.)" 

This  refers  to  the  fees  provided  for  in  the  tenth  and  twelfth  subdi- 
visions, sec.  2238,  R.  S.,  above  mentioned. 

Under  the  timber  and  stone  land  act  of  June  3, 1878,  the  registers 
and  receivers  in  the  States  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Nevada,  and  in 
Washington  Territory,  are  entitled,  jointly,  at  the  rate  of  twenty -two 
and  one- half  cents  per  hundred  words  for  testimony  reduced  to  writing 
for  claimants. 

Under  the  timber  culture  act  of  June  14, 1878,  registers  and  receivers 
are  not  entitled  to  any  fees  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing  in  taking 
final  proofs,  but  in  contested  cases  they  are  allowed  the  same  fees  for 
reducing  testimony  to  writing  as  in  other  contest  cases.. 

This  refers  to  the  fees  provided  for  in  the  tenth  and  twelfth  subdi- 
visions,  section  2238,  R.  S.,  and  said  fees  are  to  be  collected  for  reducing 
testimony  to  writing  for  contestant  and  contestee. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  act  of  Congress,  approved 
March  3,  1883 : 

AN  ACT  iu  relation  to  certain  fees  allowed  Registers  and  Receivers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
'  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled :  That  the  fees  allowed  registers 
and  receivers  for  testimony  reduced  by  them  to  writing  for  claimants  in 
establishing  preemption  and  homestead  rights  and  mineral  entries,  and 
in  contested  cases,  shall  not  be  considered  or  taken  into  account  in  de> 
termining  the  maximum  of  compensation  of  said  officers. 

Sec.  2.  That  registers  and  receivers  shall,  upon  application,  furnish 
plats  or  diagrams  of  townships  in  their  respective  districts  showing 
what  lands  are  vacant  and  what  lands  are  taken,  and  shall  be  allowed 
to  receive  compensation  therefor  from  the  party  obtaining  said  plata  or 
diagrams  at  such  rates  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  said  officer  shall,  upon  application  by  the 
proper  State  or  Territorial  authorities,  furnish,  for  the  purpose  of  tax- 
ation, a  list  of  lands  sold  in  their  respective  districts,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  purchasers,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  compensation 
for  the  same  not  to  exceed  ten  cents  per  entry ;  and  the  sums  thus  re- 
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ceivecl  for  plats  and  lists  shall  uot  be  considered  or  taken  into  account 
in  determining  tbe  maximum  of  compensation  of  said  officers. 

Your  attention  is  also  called  to  the  following  extract  from  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  government  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1887,  approved  August  4,  1886 : 

"All  fees  collected  by  registers  and  receivers,  from  any  source  what- 
ever, which  would  increase  their  salaries  beyond  three  thousand  dollars 
each  year,  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury,  except  only  so  much  as 
may  be  necessary  to  pay  actual  cost  of  clerical  services  employed  exclu- 
sively in  contested  cases,  and  they  shall  report  quarterly,  under  oath,  of 
all  expenditures  for  such  clerical  services,  with  vouchers  therefor." 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  as  quoted,  receivers  will 
deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  all  moneys 
received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  and  all  other  fees  which,  by 
the  act  of  March  3,  1883,  were  authorized  to  be  retained  by  registers 
and  receivers  (except  the  amount  payable  for  clerk  hire,  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  law),  as  other  public  moneys  of  the  United  States 
received  from  fees  and  commissions  are  deposited.  All  such  fees  will  be 
reported  in  detail  on  the  receiver's  monthly  detailed  account-current 
thereof  (Form  4-146),  and  accounted  for  in  their  monthly  and  quarterly 
accounts.  But  fees  not  earned^  that  is  deposits  made  for  services  to  be 
rendered^  are  not  to  be  deposited  or  accounted  for  until  theif  become  ptiblic 
moneys  of  the  United  States. 

The  fee  of  one  dollar,  authorized  to  be  retained  by  the  register  for 
giving  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  an  entry,  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
May  14, 1880,  will  be  paid  to  the  receiver,  who  will  deposit  it  with  the 
other  fees,  when  the  entry  is  canceled  and  the  notice  given.  Should  the 
cancellation  not  take  place  and  no  notice  be  given  the  fee  is  to  be  re- 
tamed  to  the  depositor. 

In  computing  the  fees  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing  the  words 
actually  written  by  registers  and  receivers,  or  persons  in  their  employ, 
only  must  be  charged  for  at  the  rates  allowed  by  paragraphs  10, 11,  and 
12,  of  section  2238,  K.  S.,  and  n'b  charge  is  to  be  made  for  the  printed 
words.  The  words  actually  written  must  be  counted  and  charged  for, 
and  there  can  be  no  uniform  fee  of  a  specified  sum  applicable  to  every 
case  of  the  same  class  of  entries ;  that  is,  registers  and  receivers  cannot 
fix  the  fee  at  one  dollar  or  more  for  each  preemption,  final  homestead, 
or  mineral  entry. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  authorizing  a 
charge  to  be  made  for  plats  or  diagrams,  the  fees  for  the  same  are 
hereby  fixed  as  follows: 

For  a  diagram  showing  entries  only $1  00 

For  a  township  plat  showing  entries,  names  of  claimants,  and  character  of 

entry 2  00 

For  a  township  plat  showing  entries,  names  of  claimants,  character  of  entry, 

and  number 3  00 

For  a  township  plat  showing  entries,  names  of  claimants,  character  of  entry, 

naraber  and  date  of  filing  or  entry,  together  with  topography,  &c 4  00 
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In  no  case  are  fees  to  be  cbarged  for  examining  and  approving  testi- 
mony given  before  the  judge  or  clerk  of  a  court  except  in  final  home- 
stead cases. 

The  attention  of  registers  and  receivers  is  called  to  sfection  2242,  li. 
S.,  which  is  as  follows: 

"i^To  register  or  receiver  shall  receive  any  compensation  out  of  the 
Treasury  for  past  services  who  has  charged  or  received  illegal  fees;  and 
on  satisfactory  proof  that  either  of  such  officers  has  charged  or  received 
fees  or  other  rewards  not  authorized  by  law,  be  shall  be  forthwith  re- 
moved from  office." 

You  will  be  held  to  a  strict  compliance  with  laws  and  regulations 
relating  to  the  matter  of  fees  in  all  cases. 

Eegisters  of  land  offices  have  no  right  officially  to  receive  any  moneys 
whatever  except  such  as  are  paid  to  them  by  receivers  as  salary,  fees, 
and  commissions.  Should  any  money  be  forwarded  to  the  register  or 
paid  to  him,  he  will  at  once  pay  over  the  same  to  the  receiver;  and 
where  parties  address  the  register  as  to  the  cost  of  any  service  required, 
he  will  refer  the  matter  to  the  receiver  for  answer,  as  the  latter  is  the 
proper  officer  to  receive  all  public  monej's. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  preparation  of  accounts  of 
receivers  relative  to  moneys  received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing, 
and  for  clerical  services  rendered  in  contest  cases,  under  the  act  of 
August  4,  1886,  the  following  method  will  be  observed: 

Eeceivers  will  credit  the  United  States  in  their  accounts  as  receiver 
with  the  gross  amount  of  all  fees  received  except  such  sums  as  are  paid 
by  them  for  clerk  hire  in  contest  cases,  which  sums  must  be  deducted 
from  the  gross  proceeds  received,  and  should  not  be  included  in  the 
amounts  so  credited.  They  will  also  debit  the  United  States  with  the 
deposits  of  such  receipts  exclusive  of  the  amounts  for  clerk  hire  referred 
to  above.  In  the  special  disbursing  accounts  for  clerical  service  in  con- 
test cases,  they  will  credit  the  United  States  with  the  amounts  that  were 
necessary  to  pay  for  clerk  hire  in  such  cases,  and  will  debit  the  United 
States  with  disbursements  for  that  service,  supporting  the  account  with 
sworn  statements  and  proper  vouchers.  This  account  should  exactly 
balance. 

The  excess  of  receipts  from  fees  over  the  expenses  of  clerical  service 
must  be  reported  in  the  receiver's  weekly  statements,  monthly  fee  state- 
ments, and  in  their  quarterly  and  monthly  accounts-current. 

Receivers  will  also  report  in  detail  on  their  receiver's  monthly  state- 
ments (Form  4-146)  all  receipts  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  and 
also  enter  on  the  same  the  expenses  incurred  for  clerical  service. 

Whenever  money  is  received  from  a  party  in  payment  of  fees,  the 
receipt  thereof  should  be  duly  acknowledged.  It  is  therefore  directed 
that  in  cases  where  testimony,  in  establishing  a  preemption,  homestead, 
or  mineral  claim,  or  the  right  to  enter  land  as  being  valuable  chiefly  for 
timber  or  fetone  but  unfit  for  cultivation,  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1878, 
has  been  submitted  and  an  entry  or  location  is  allowed  or  final  hoiae- 
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stead  papers  issued  on  such  testimou^*,  and  also  where  a  fee  is  paid  for 
allowing  entries  under  the  timber-lands  act  of  June  3, 1878,  the  receiver 
shall  indorse  on  both  the  original  and  duplicate  receipt,  or  certificate  of 
location,  where  there  is  no  receipt  in  the  case,  as  acknowledgment  of  the 
amount  of  feeq  received  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  examining 
and  approving  the  same,  or  other  special  account  as  the  case  may  be ; 
and  that  in  contested  cases  where  testimony  is  taken,  as  also  in  cases 
where  transcripts  of  records  are  furnished  under  section  2239,  R.  S.,  or 
feeA  received  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1883,  he  shall  issue  a  receipt 
for  the  money  to  any  party  paying  the  same  (it  being  the  duty  of  the 
receiver  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  money  in  every  case),  but  no 
duplicate  of  the  special  receipt  so  issued  need  be  transmitted  to  this 
office. 

This  circular  is  designed  to  take  the  place  of  circulars  *'M"  of  July 
20, 1883,  August  18, 1886,  and  November  C,  1886. 

Approved: 

H.  L.  MULDBOW, 

Acting  Secretary. 


osage  trust  laxds-entbt. 

Circular. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers,  April  26,  1887. 

The  Osage  Indian ^trust  and  diminished  reserve  lands  are  subject  to 
sale  to  parties  having  the  qualifications  of  preemptors  on  the  public 
lands. 

Claimants  are  required  to  file  a  declaratory  statement  within  three 
months  from  date  of  settlement,  and  to  make  proof  and  payment  within 
six  months  from  date  of  filing. 

The  proof  must  be  made  after  notice  by  publication,  before  the  offi- 
cers authorized  to  take  proof  in  preemption  cases,  and  must  show  that 
the  claimant  is  a  qualified  preemptor  and  an  actual  settler  on  the  land 
at  the  date  of  application  to  enter.  Six  months  continuous  residence 
next  preceding  date  of  proof,  is  not  an  essential  requirement,  but  it  is 
essential  that  the  settlement  be  shown  to  be  actual  and  bona  fide. 

Payment  for  these  lands  must  be  made  in  cash  at  the  rate  of  (1.25 
per  acre,  and  may  be  made  by  installments,  one-fourth  the  purchase 
price  when  proof  is  made,  the  remainder  in  three  equal  annual  install- 
ments with  interest  on  the  deferred  payments  at  the  rate  of  Hve  ^lor 
cent,  per  annum. 

Section  3,  of  the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  provides  that  when  default  in 
payment  of  any  installment  of  the  purchase  money,  when  it  becomes 
due,  continues,  the  land  may  be  offered  at  public  sale,  after  advertise- 
ment, unless  before  the  date  fixed  for  the  offering,  paymentof  the  whole 
purchase  price  is  completed. 
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« 

After  pa3Mneot  of  the  first  inatallmeDt  of  purchase  money  has  beeu 
made,  the  lands  are  subject  to  taxation  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Kansas. 

Payment  of  the  remaining  installments  must  be  made  by  the  entry. 
man  or  in  his  behalf,  and  patents  can  be  issued  to  entrymen  only. 

By  filing  Osage  declaratory  statements  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
May  28, 1880,  the  right  of  preemption  to  such — or  any  other  lands— is 
thereby  exhausted. 

Approved : 

H.  L.   MULDROW, 

Acting  Secretary.  * 


railroad  grant—indemnity  selection, 

Alabama  and  Chattanooga  E.  R.  Co.  v,  Tennessee  and  Coosa 

E.  E.  Co. 

Land  M^'itliin  the  granted  limits  of  a  road  not  conHtructed  within  the  required  time, 
but  definitely  located  and  not  forfeited  by  Congress,  is  not  subject  to  the  in* 
demnity  selection  of  another  road. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  January  29,  1887. 

The  attorney  for  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company 
has  filed  an  informal  motion  asking  a  modification  of  departmental 
decision,  dated  the  13th  instant,  in  the  case  of  said  Company  v.  Tennes- 
see and  Coosa  Eailroad  Company,,  involving  certain  lands  in  the  Hunts- 
ville  land  district,  Alabama.  Said  decision  merely  affirmed  that  of  year 
office,  dated  July  28,  1885,  which  concluded  as  follows  : 

The  tracts  in  question  are  within  the  six  mile  (granted)  limits  of  the 
grant  to  the  State  of  Alabama  by  Act  of  June  3, 1856,  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  Eailroad.  The  grant  for  tbe 
road  has  not  been  declared  forfeited  and  the  lands  are  not  subject  to 
selection  by  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company  as  in- 
demnity. 

This  motion  is  not  served  upon  the  opposite  party  as  is  required  hy 
the  rules ;  but  inasmuch  as  the  modification  asked  for  would  not  change 
the  conclusion  reached  in  said  decision,  but  would  only  base  it  upon 
other  grounds,  I  have  concluded  to  give  the  matter  consideration. 

It  is  insisted  that  while  the  conclusion  reached,  to  wit :  that  the  Ala- 
bama and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company's  selection  of  the  particular 
lands  here  in  controversy  should  be  rejected,  is  correct,  it  is  based  upon 
wrong  grounds.  As  already  stated,  the  rejection  rested  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road  could  not  select  as  in- 
deiunity  lands  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  road, 
although  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  latter  road  had  not  been  built  within 
the  time  required  by  the  granting  act,  it  appearing  that  the  roail  had 
been  definitely  located  and  the  grant  never  having  been  forfeited  by 
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Congress.  This  ruling  rested  upon  the  authority  of  the  well  known 
case  of  Schulenberg  r.  Harriman  (21  Wall.,  44),  although  no  mention 
was  made  of  said  case  in  said  decision.  It  is  further  insisted  that  said 
decision  is  "  foreign  "  to  the  real  question  involved  in  this  case,  for  this 
reason,  viz :  That  the  lands  here  in  controversy  had  been  certified 
over  to  the  State  in  1860  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa 
Koad,  and  therefore  this  Department  has  no  authority  and  jurisdic- 
tion to  pass  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  at  all.  Now,  while  it  may  be 
true  that  these  lands  have  been  certified  over  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  benefit  of  the  Tennessee  and  Coosa  Eoad,  and  while  it 
may  be  admitted  for  the  sake  of  further  inquiry  that  such  certification 
would  carry  title  as  completely  as  patents,  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that 
those  facts  did  not  appear  in  your  said  office  decision,  neither  were  they 
raised  by  counsel  in  his  appeal  from  said  decision  to  this  Department. 
On  the  contrary,  no  mention  was  made  of  that  fact  in  said  appeal  and 
argument  based  thereon,  but  argument  was  strenuously  made  that, 
upon  the  record  as  then  presented,  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road 
was  entitled  to  the  lands  in  question  as  indemnity  lands.  These  addi- 
tional facts  (if  such  they  may  be  called)  were  known  by  counsel  when 
his  said  appeal  was  taken;  and  while  if  they  had  appeared  in  the  record, 
the  decision  complained  of  might  have  been  based  upon  a  somewhat 
different  ground  from  the  one  stated,  yet  I  can  not  see  that  said  deci- 
sion is  in  any  particular  incorrect.  The  question  before  the  Department 
when  said  decision  was  rendered  was  fully  argued  upon  brief  by  coun- 
sel for  each  party  to  the  case,  and  the  whole  matter  was  then  given  a 
very  careful  examination  and  a  thorough  consideration. 

I  see  no  reason  either  for  receding  from  the  views  expressed  in  said 
decision  of  the  13th  instant,  or  for  modifying  them. 

The  application  of  counsel  is  therefore  denied. 


homestead  entry— amendment. 
Heney  E.  Barnum. 

The  right  of  ameDdment  recognized  where  the  entry  was  not  for  the  tract  intended 

and  due  care  and  prudence  had  been  exercised. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparl%  March  11, 1887. 

May  9, 1885,  Henry  B.  Barnum  made  homestead  entry  No.  7375  of 
the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  4,  T.  11,  R.  36,  North  Platte,  Nebraska.  June  3d  fol- 
lowing the  local  office  transmitted  the  duly  corroborated  application  of 
said  entryman,  asking  that  he  be  allowed  to  amend  his  entry  so  as  to 
embrace  in  lieu  of  the  tract  entered  the  S.  J  of  NW.  J  and  N.  J  of  SW. 
^,  same  section,  or  in  case  said  tracts  had  been  already  entered,  then 
he  asked  that  his  said  entry  be  canceled  without  prejudice  and  he  be 
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allowed  to  enter  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  8,  same  township  and  range,  with 
credit  for  fee  and  con)raissix)ns. 

In  said  application  claimant  alleged  that  being  a  stranger  in  that 
country,  before  making  his  entry  he  in  company  with  one  James  Stan- 
ley, who  was  "  a  kind  of  land  locator  "  and  appeared  to  be  familiar  with 
all  the  land  thereabouts,  looked  over  various  tracts  of  land  so  as  to  se- 
cure a  suitable  tract  for  a  home ;  that  Stanley  showed  him  a  good  smooth 
quarter  section  and  informed  him  that  he  well  knew  the  boundaries  of 
the  land  in  that  section,  having  previously  surveyed  all  the  land  in 
that  vicinity  and  that  the  land  shown  him  was  properly  described  as 
the  SE.  4  of  Sec.  4,T.  11,  E.  3G;  that  relying  upon  the  statements  made 
by  Stanley,  and  not  being  able  to  find  any  '*  land  marks  "  or  "  survey 
stakes,"  he  made  his  entry  as  aforesaid,  and  immediately  went  to  one 
of  the  eastern  counties  in  the  State  and  brought  his  family  and  boase- 
hold  goods  to  the  land,  with  the  intention  of  establishing  a  home  there; 
that  he  then  for  the  first  time  ascertained  that  the  land  he  had  entered 
was  not  the  tract  he  supposed  he  had  entered,  but  was  a  worthless  tract 
composed  of  nothing  but  a  waste  of  sand ;  and  that  the  traets  to  whicU 
he  now  seeks  to  amend  are  the  tracts  that  he  intended  to  enter,  and 
which  he  supposed  he  had  entered.  Stanley  corroborates  this  applica- 
tion. 

July  IHh  following  your  office  consid^^red  the  case  and  rejected  Bar- 
num's  application,  for  the  reason  that  the  tracts  to  which  he  seeks  to 
amend  had  already  been  entered  by  other  persons,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  the  field  notes  of  the  tract  entered  show  said  last  mentioned 
tract  to  be  " '  rolling  soil  second  rate,'  which  is  generally  regarded  as 
good  soil." 

Barnum  thereupon  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  said  decision,  and 
filed  with  his  motion  therefor  two  affidavits,  showing  clearly  the  worth- 
less character  of  the  tract  entered  by  him,  and  the  error  in  the  field 
notes  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Thereupon,  by  decision  dated  September  22,  1*^85,  you  reconsidered 
said  decision  of  July  9th  preceding,  and  found  that  the  tract  embraced 
in  Barnnm's  entry  ^'  is  composed  of  fine  sand  and  is  unfit  for  agrieultn- 
ral  purposes."  You,  however,  adhered  to  the  conclusion  in  the  former 
decision  and  again  denied  the  application  to  amend,  holding  that  ^'  It 
does  not  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  office  that  Barnum  nsed  the 
proper  care  in  making  his  entry." 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  has  been  brought  here  and  the  case  has 
been  duly  considered.  The  allegations  in  the  appeal  are  substantially 
the  same  as  those  in  the  original  application ;  and  from  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  entire  record,  I  am  of  opinion  the  present  application 
should  be  granted.  The  applicant  appears  to  have  acted  in  the  best 
of  faith,  and  his  mistake,  1  take  it,  is  such  a  one  as  is  liable  to  be  made 
by  a  mail  exercising  ordinary  care  and  prudence. 
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If,  as  stated  by  you,  the  tracts  which  he  intended  to  enter,  to  wit,  S. 
i  of  NW.  J  and  N.  j  of  SW.  J  of  said  section  4,  had  been  entered  by 
other  pei'sons  prior  to  the  present  application  to  amend,  I  see  no  objec- 
tion to  allowing  him  the  privilege  of  making  entry  of  the  S W.  J  of  said 
Sec.  8,  subject  to  any  valid  adverse  claim  attaching  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  present  application. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  reversed. 


PJtACTJCE—APrEAL^DECISION  OF  LOCAL  OFFICE, 

McSHEBEY  V.  GiLDBA. 

A  decisioD  of  the  local  office,  not  coming  within  any  of  the  exceptions  in  rule  ,48,  in 
the  ahsence  of  appeal  becomes  final,  and  tfhoald  not  be  reversed  by  the  General 
Land  Office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  April  11,  1887. 

December  20,  1882,  John  Gildea  made  homestead  entry  No.  11283, 
of  the  S  W.  i  of  Sec.  34,  T.  107  N.,  li.  43  W.,  Tracy,  Minnesota.  Against 
this  entry  Peter  McSherry,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1883,  brought  contest 
on  the  preneral  charge  of  abandonment.  Hearing  was  had  November  15, 
1883.  Upon  the  evidence  then  adduced  the  register  and  receiver  ren- 
dered a  decision  holding  that  the  entryman  had  never  established  res- 
idence on  the  tract  as  I'eqnired  by  the  homestead  law ;  that  his  claim 
was  made  in  bad  faith,  his  very  slight  improvements  being  made  for  the 
purpose  of  "holding  the  claim  down" j  and  that  therefore  said  entry 
ought  to  be  canceled.  From  this  decision  no  appeal  was  taken  by  claim' 
ant,  and  the  case  came  up  to  your  office  under  the  rules.  June  10. 1885, 
your  office  rendered  a  decision  holding  that  th§  entryman  had  substan- 
tially complied  with  the  law,  although  no  residence  was  shown ;  that  he 
had  acted  in  good  faith ;  and  that  therefore  the  contest  should  be  dis- 
missed. Thereupon  appeal  is  brought  here  and  the  case  has  been  given 
due  consideration. 

It  is  insisted  on  behalf  of  appellant  that  the  decision  of  the  local 
office  upon  the  facts  in  the  case  became  final  for  want  of  appeal,  and 
that  therefore  your  office  erred  in  reversing  said  decision,  or  in  even 
considering  the  evidence  in  the  case,  citing  rule  48. 

This  rule  provides : 

In  case  of  a  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers, 
their  decision  will  be  considered  final  as  to  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
will  be  disturbed  by  the  Commissioner  only  as  follows : 

1.  Where  fraud  or  gross  irregularity  is  suggested  on  the  face  of  the 
papers. 

2.  Where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  existing  laws  or  regulations. 

3.  In  the  event  of  disagreeing  decisions  by  the  local  officers. 
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4.  Where  it  is  not  shown  that  the  party  against  whom  the  decision 
was  rendered  was  duly  notified  of  the  decision  and  of  his  right  of  appeal. 

An  examination  of  this  case  shows,  that  there  is  no  frand  or  irrega- 
larity  suggested  on  the  face  of  the  papers,  there  were  no  disagreeing 
decisions  by  the  local  officers,  and  the  record  show.<)  that  Gildea  was 
notified  of  the  local  officers'  decision  and  of  his  right  of  appeal  there- 
from. This  leaves  remaining  only  the  second  clanse  of  the  rale,  viz: 
'^  Where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regulations." 
The  finding  of  the  local  officers  was  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  Gildea  had 
never  established  a  bona  fide  residence  u[K>n  the  land,  and  that  he  had 
not  acted  in  good  faith.  This  being  their  finding  as  to  the  facts,  I 
fail  to  see  wherein  their  decision  recommending  the  entry  for  cancel- 
lation was  "  contrary  to  existiug  laws  or  regulations."  Their  judgment 
upon  the  facts  as  found  by  them  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  what 
it  was  and  have  been  according  to  the  <^  existing  laws  and  regulations.'' 
Their  decision  then  not  coming  within  any  of  the  exceptions  in  rule  48, 
in  the  absence  of  appeal,  became  final  and  should  not  have  been  reversed 
by  your  office.  It  should  have  been  approved.  Rule  48  never  contem- 
plated that  as  regards  the  parties  to  the  case,  a  decision  of  the  local  offi- 
cers, not  coming  within  any  of  the  exceptions  to  said  rule,  could  be  over- 
ruled by  your  office.  This  was  substantially  announced  in  the  recent 
case  of  Morrison  v.  McEissick  (5  L.  D.,  245),  and  is  surely  a  wise  pro- 
vision. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  your  office  erred  inxevorsing  the  decis- 
ion of  the  local  officers.    It  should  have  been  affirmed. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  reversed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— HOMESTEAD  ENTRY—FINAL  PROOF, 

IVERSON  r.  St.  Paul  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co. 

An  entry,  within  the  limits  of  a  prior  railroad  indemnity  withdrawal,  should  be  ap- 
proved for  patent,  on  final  proof  offered  and  accepted  after  due  notice,  without 
protest  or  appearance  on  behalf  of  the  railroad  company. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  April  11, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Peter  O.  Iverson  r.  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  Eailway  Company,  involving  the  S W.  J  of  SE.  J, 
the  E.  i  of  SW.  J,  and  the  NW.  J  of  SW.  ^^  Sec.  1,  T.  122,  B.  34,  St. 
Cloud,  Minnesota,  on  appeal  by  Iverson  from  your  office  decision,  dated 
December  8, 1883,  adverse  to  him  as  a  homestead  entryman. 

It  appears  that  the  land  described  falls  within  the  common  twenty 
miles,  or  indemnity  limits  of  the  main  line  and  the  St.  Vincent  Exten- 
sion of  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  (now  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
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and  Manitoba  railway)  company,  under  the  grant  by  the  act  of  March 
3, 1865  (13  Stat.,  526),  which  enlarged  the  grant  of  March  3,  1857  (11 
Stat,  195). 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1871  (16  Stat.,  588),  said  company  was  author- 
ized on  certain  conditions  to  change  or  alter  its  branch  lines  ^'  with  the 
same  proportional  grant  of  land  to  be  taken  in  the  same  manner 
along  said  altered  lines:  as  is  provided  for  the  present  lines  by  existing 
laws.'^ 

At  the  date  (July  19,  1865,)  when  the  withdrawal  of  lands  for  the 
benefit  of  the  main  line  became  efifective,  the  tracts  in  question  were 
covered  by  subsisting  homest-ead  entries,  which  were  afterwards,  in 
September,  1867,  canceled  for  abandonment.  Said  tracts  were  there- 
fore excepted  from  said  withdrawal  for  the  main  line. 

The  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  St.  Vincent  Extension,  or  branch 
line,  became  effective  February  12, 1872,  the  date  when  notice  of  with- 
drawal was  received  at  the  local  office,  at  which  time  it  appears  the 
land  wa«  vacant  and  unappropriated. 

Iverson  made  homestead  entry  for  said  land  June,  1875,  and  made 
final  proof  and  final  certificate  issued  thereon  May  9, 1881.  His  proof 
shows  that  he  established  his  residence  upon  the  tract  in  1875,  and  has 
since  resided  there  continuously;  that  he  hasa  house,  sixteen  by  twenty, 
with  other  buildings,  and  that  he  had  eighty  acres  under  cultivation  at 
the  date  of  making  final  proof. 

When  the  case  came  up  for  action  in  your  office,  more  than  two  and 
a  half  years  after  said  final  proof  was  made  and  certificate  issued,  the 
entry  was  held  for  cancellation,  on  the  ground  that  by  his  settlement, 
which  the  proof  shows  wa«  in  1874,  and  by  his  subsequent  homestead 
entry  he  acquired  no  rights,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  being  within 
the  withdrawal  of  1872,  was  not  subject  to  settlement  or  entry.  From 
that  action  the  entryman  appeals. 

An  examination  of  the  records  shows  that  appellant  was  qualified  to 
make  the  entry,  and  that  he  complied  with  the  homestead  law.  The 
railroad  company  does  not  dispute  this,  but  contends  that  the  entry 
should  be  canceled  for  the  reason  given  in  the  decision  appealed  from. 
Appellant  in  this  case  gave  due  notice  of  his  intention  to  make  final 
proof  as  required  by  law.  Said  notice  was  regularly  published,  and  it 
described  the  land  and  gave  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whom  it 
was  proposed  to  make  the  required  proof.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
period  required  for  publication  and  posting,  and  at  the  time  and  place 
specified  in  the  notice,  the  entryman  appeared  with  his  witnesses  and 
made  final  proof,  which  as  already  stated  was  accepted  and  final  certifi- 
cate issued.  Said  notice  was  an  invitation  to  any  and  all  parties  to 
appear  at  the  time  and  place  designated  therein  and  present  their  ob- 
jections, if  any  they  had,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proof  and  the  allow- 
ance of  the  final  entry. 
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.  The  company  did  not  appear  to  contest  the  right  of  Iverson,  and  hav- 
ing failed  to  speak  when  it  should  have  spoken,  <'  it  cannot  now  be 
heard  to  set  up  a  claim,  after  the  settler  has  made  proof  and  payment 
and  received  his  certificate  from  the  proper  officers."  See  case  of 
Brady  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  (5  L.  D.,  47),  decided  by  this  De- 
partment February  8th  last,  and  cases  therein  cited. 

For  the  reason  given,  and  on  authority  of  the  case  cited,  f  reverse 
your  office  decision,  and  the  entry  of  Iverson  will  be  allowed  to  stand. 


practice— certiorari—copy  of  decision. 
Louis  W.  Bunnell. 

A  copy  of  the  decisiou  complained  of  should  ftcconjpaDy  an  application  for  certiorari. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroiv  to  Commissioner  SparJcSy  April  14, 1887. 

I  have  before  me  an  application  for  certiorari  in  the  matter  of  the 
homestead  entry  of  Louis  W.  Bunnell  for  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  1,  T.  131, 
R.  56,  Fargo,  Dakota. 

It  is  alleged  that  on  November  7,  1881,  the  entryinan  made  comma- 
tatiou  proof,  that  by  letter  of  July  3,  1886,  your  office  held  the  entry 
for  cancellation,  that  appeal  was  duly  filed,  and  'Hhat  the  Hon.  Com* 
missioner  has  formally  refused  to  allow  said  appeal,  on  the  ground  that 
the  last  paragraph  added  to  the  specification  of  errors  is  a  withdrawal 
of  the  appeal."  A  copy  of  said  appeal  is  furnished  and  the  paragraph 
referred  to  reads  as  follows:  ^^This  appeal  is  taken  on  the  merits,  and 
also  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  said  Louis  W.  Bunnell,  and  in  the 
meantime  a  new  proof  will  be  made  as  required  by  the  Commissioner's 
letter  *C'  of  September  23, 1885,  and  his  affidavit  is  hereto  attached, 
showing  his  status  in  the  case  and  the  fact  that  he  is  endeavoring  as 
far  as  i)ossible  to  comi)ly  with  said  letter  'G,'  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  do  so,  and  the  said  claimant  Louis  W.  Bunnell  now 
asks  that  his  new  proof  about  to  be  made  may  be  accepted  and  that 
patent  issue  to  him  for  said  tract." 

Applicant  does  not  furnish  a  copy  of  said  decision  of  Jul3^  3, 1886,  or 
of  the  decision  rejectihg  said  appeal. 

It  has  frequently  been  held  by  this  Department  that  the  applicant 
for  certiorari  should  furnish  copy  of  the  decision  complained  of.  The 
Montague  Placer  Mine  (1  B.  L.  P.,  53);  Johnson  r.  Bishop  et  al.  (2  L. 
D.,  67);  John  Waldock  (4  L.  D.,31). 

I  find  it  impracticable  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  applicant  herein 
in  the  present  state  of  the  record.  The  application  is  dismissed  for  the 
reason  that  copies  of  said  decisions  are  not  furnished. 
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PRA  CTICE—RE  FIE  W— TRANSFEREE. 
A.  A.  JOLINE. 

A  transferee  after  entry  and  before  patent,  though  entitled  to  be  heard  on  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  final  proof,  is  in  no  better  position  with  respect  thereto  than  the 
original  en  try  man. 

If  the  showing  made  by  the  transferee  wonld  not  entitle  the  entry  man  to  be  heard  on 
review,  the  application  must  be  denied. 

Act'mg  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commisaioner  Sparks^  April  14, 1887. 

On  October  21,  1886,  this  Department  affirmed  your  office  decision 
of  April  15, 1885,  rejecting  the  commated  homestead  proof  of  Aaron  A. 
Joline  for  SB.  J,  Sec.  6,  T.  110  N.,  E.  63  W.,  Huron,  Dakota.  A  motion 
fur  review  was  filed,  and  on  the  10th  ultimo,  in  response  to  letter  of  De- 
cember 23, 1886,  you  forwarded  the  papers  in  th^  case.    The  original 

entry  was  made  June  20,  1883,  and  final  proof  January  26, 1884. 

•  •••••• 

« 

The  present  motion  for  review  is  filed  on  behalf  of  one  Mrs.  Oliver. 
She  was  not  a  party  to  the  record,  and  it  is  alleged  on  affidavit  that 
she  is  a  piirchaser  in  good  faith  for  a  valuable  consideration  after  issu- 
ance of  final  certificate.  The  affidavits  of  several  persons  claiming  to 
be  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract,  and  stating  in  detail  that  Joline 
complied  fully  with  the  law,  are  furnished.  It  is  further  stated  that 
Mrs.  Oliver  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  did  not  know  there  was  any 
defect  in  the  proof  of  Joline.    The  date  of  purchase  is  not  shown. 

This  application  is  based  on  additional  testimony  as  to  the  residence 
of  the  entryman.  In  the  case  of  John  0.  Featherspil  (4  L.  D.,  570),  it 
was  held :  <'In  determining  this  case  the  fact  that  there  is  a  mortgagee 
now  interested  in  maintaining  the  validity  of  the  entry  brings  no  new 
element  into  the  consideration  thereof,  inasmuch  as  he  can  have  no  better 
right  than  the  entryman  would  have  if  present,  and  with  whose  rights 
the  government  deals  only,  regardless  of  any  sale,  assignment  or  lien 
made  by  him  to  third  parties,  recognizing,  however,  the  right  of  said 
third  parties,  where  their  interests  have  been  acquired  subsequent  to 
the  issue  of  final  certificate,  to  appear  and  protect  the  same  by  showing 
proper  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  part  of  the 
entryman."  That  ruling  was  affirmed  in  the  case  of  Cyrus  H.  Hill  (5 
L.  D.,  276),  wherein  a  motion  for  review  on  the  part  of  certain  mort- 
gagees, based  on  want  of  notice  of  the  Commissioner's  decision,  was  de- 
nied, as  follows :  ^'  In  the  case  under  consideration  there  was  nothing 
in  the  record  to  show  that  Hill  had  mortgaged  the  tract  in  question  ; 
and  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  United  States  officers  to  search 
the  records  in  the  proper  territorial  office  to  ascertain  whether  any 
transfer  of  said  land  had  been  made  or  lien  placed  thereon  by  him,  in 
order  to  send  notice  of  the  rejection  of  the  final  proof  to  such  transferee 
or  lienor.    Notice  was  sent  to  the  entryman,  an  appeal  was  taken  by 
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bim,  and  on  said  appeal  the  judgment  of  3'onr  office  was  affirmed. 
There  is  therefore  nothing  in  the  first  point  to  require  the  revocation 
of  my  former  decision."  Following  the  ruling  in  said  cases,  I  must  hold 
that  the  transferee  is  in  no  better  position  to  complain  of  said  decision 
of  October  21,  then  would  be  the  entry  man.  The  allegations  now  made 
relate  to  the  sufficienc^'^  of  the  residence.  That  question  was  fully  con- 
sidered by  3'our  office  and  by  this  Department,  and  passed  upon  in  the 
light  of  the  evidence  then  in  the  case.  The  allegations  now  made  can 
not  be  considered  as  newly  discovered  evidence,  and  I  am  fully  satis- 
fied would  not  entitle  the  entryman  to  a  review.  This  being  so,  the 
motion  for  review  filed  by  his  assignee  must  be  denied. 


PRACTICE— SERVICE  OF  NOTICE— JUDGMENT. 

Downey  r.  Bbiggs. 

That  the  original  notice  of  contest,  instead  of  a  copy,  was  left  with  the  entryman, 
constitutes  no  vaUd  objection  to  the  service. 

If  the  testimony  taken  at  a  hearing  shows  that  an  entry  should  be  canceled  snch  ac- 
tion will  be  ordered,  though  the  evidence  may  not  fully  sustain  the  charge  upon 
which  the  contest  was  brought. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs^  April  19,  1887. 

I  have  examined  the  case  of  Charlie  E.  Downey  v.  Jay  D.  Briggs,  as 
presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  office, 
dated  May  22, 1885,  dismissing  his  contest  against  timber  culture  entry 
No.  973  of  the  S.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and  the  N.  i  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  11, 
T.  30  K,  K.  9  W.,  made  by  said  Briggs  May  15,  1879,  at  the  Niobrara 
land  office,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

The  record  shows  that  Downey  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  on  March 
29, 1884,  alleging  that  the  entryman  failed  to  comply  with  the  law  as  to 
cultivation  and  planting  of  trees,  tree  seeds,  or  cuttings,  and  that  he 
''has  otherwise  failed  to  comply  with  the  law."  Notice  of  contest  issued 
March  29,  was  served  upon  the  defendant  personally  on  April  8,  and 
May  24, 1884,  was  set  for  the  trijil  of  the  case.  The  register  and  re- 
ceiver state  that  "both  parties  appeared  at  that  time  with  their  attor- 
neys," and  from  the  testimony  submitted  they  find  that  the  allegations 
of  contestant  were  not  proven  and  that  the  charge  that  the  entryman 
had  relinquished  said  claim  was  not  sustained. 

On  May  22,  1885,  your  office  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  local  office 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  declined  to  rule  upon  the  action  of  the 
local  officers  in  overruling  the  motion  to  dismiss  said  contest  on  account 
of  improper  service.  The  only  objection  raised  to  the  service  is,  that 
the  original  notice  was  left  with  the  entryman  instead  of  a  copy.  This 
objection  cannot  be  sust<iined  and  the  decision  of  the  local  land  officers  in 
overruling  the  same  was  correct.    Their  statement,  however,  that  both 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO    THE    PUBLIC    LANDS.  591 

parties  were  at  the  hearing  with  their  attorneys  does  not  exactly  cor- 
respond with  the  record,  if  they  intend  to  say  that  the  entryman  was 
present  at  the  hearing.  The  testimony  of  the  contestant  tends  to  show 
that  the  laud  was  not  properly  cultivated,  the  planting  either  not  done 
at  all,  or  not  properly  done;  that  at  the  date  of  the  hearing  there  was 
not  a  single  living  tree  upon  said  claim  and  that  the  entryman  admitted 
that  he  had  relinquished  and  sold  said  claim  to  one  Beuner,  who  was 
present  at  the  hearing. 

An  affidavit  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  was  offered  in  evidence,  stating 
that  on  April  4, 1884,  he  had  taken  the  acknowledgment  of  said  Briggs 
that  he  had  relinquished  and  sold  said  claim  to  said  Beuner. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  affidavit  was  taken  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  })ractice  for  taking  depositions,  and,  hence,  cannot  be  con. 
sidered.  It  clearly  appears,  however,  thnt  Briggs  admitted  that  he  had 
reliuquished  said  tracts  and  sold  his  claim  to  said  Beuner,  who  was 
present  at  the  hearing  and  did  not  deny  this  assertion.  If  it  was  un- 
true, Beuner  could  easily  have  taken  the  stand  and  denied  it.  This  he 
did  not  do.  He  was  present  at  the  hearing,  interested  in  the  defense 
of  the  claim,  and  when  the  damaging  statement  was  made  concerning 
the  sale  to  him,  he  remained  silent  and  did  not  deny  that  he  had  bought 
said  claim.  It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  Department  that  where 
the  testimony  taken  at  a  hearing  shows  that  an  entry  should  be  can- 
celed, such  action  will  be  ordered,  although  the  evidence  may  not  fully 
sustain  the  charge  upon  which  the  contest  was  brought.  Smith  v, 
Brandea,  (2  L.  D.  95),  Murphy  v.  Longley  et  ah  (4  L.  D.  239),  Lee  v. 
Johnson  (116  U.  S.  48). 

It  appearing  that  said  Briggs  has  relinquished  and  sold  his  said  claim, 
the  entry  should  be  canceled. 

The  decision  of  your  office  dismissing  said  contest  is,  therefore,  re- 
versed. • 


TIMBER  CULTURE  COyTEST—PRE-EMPTOR , 

Kelly  v.  Maynabd. 

The  term  ''homestead  laws"  in  the  third  section  of  the  timber  culture  act  is  used  in 

a  generic  sense  and  will  embrace  the  pre-emption  law. 
The  right  of  contest  against  a  timber  culture  entry  in  default  extends  to  an  applicant 

for  the  land  under  the  pre-emption  law. 
The  case  of  Buttery  v.  Sprout  overruled. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  April  21, 1887. 

On  November  19, 1880,  Moses  Maynard  made  timber  culture  entry  of 
the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  34,  T.  108  N.,  R.  62  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota.  August 
19, 1883,  Charles  A.  Eelly  brought  contest  alleging  failure  to  comply 
with  the  law.  At  the  hearing  contestee  failed  to  appear,  and  on  the 
testijDony  then  taken  the  local  officers  held  that  the  allegations  bad 
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been  sustained,  and  recommended  the  cancellatiM  of  said  entry.  Xo 
appeal  was  taken  and  the  papers  were  forwarded  in  regular  order. 
Your  office,  on  examination  of  the  papers,  dismissed  the  contest,  hold- 
ing that,  ^^  the  contest  was  illegal  ab  initio^  for  the  reason  that  the  con- 
testant applies  to  make  pre-emption  filing,  instead  of  homestead  or 
timber-culture  entry  of  the  tract.  See  Buttery  v.  Sprout,  2  L.  D.,  293.'^ 
The  case  cited  holds  that  Buttery's  contest — in  all  respects  similar  to 
that  of  Kelly — "was  initiated  without  authority  of  law  and  must  be  re- 
garded as  niiy  This  ruling  is  based  on  a  construction  of  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  June  14, 1878.    Said  section  provides : 

That  if  at  any  time  after  the  filing  of  said  affidavit,  and  prior  to  the 
issuing  of  the  patent  for  said  land,  the  claimant  shall  fail  to  comply 
with  any  of  the  requirements  of  this  act,  then  and  in  that  event  such 
land  shall  be  subject  to  entry  under  tJie  homestead  latos^  or  by  some  other 
person  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.    (20  Stat.,  113.) 

Construing  this  section  said  case  proceeds :  "  I  doubt  not  that  Con- 
gress intended  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1878  to  restrict  the  right 
of  contest  thereunder  to  certain  species  of  claimants  expessly  named, 
to  wit,  homestead  and  timber  culture  claimants,  and  to  them  only  upon 
the  condition  precedent  that  they  file  an  application  to  enter  the  laud 
themselves.'' 

This  ruling  has  been  departed  from  in  subsequent  cases,  although  the 
case  of  Buttery  v.  Sprout  has  not  been  specifically  overruled.  In  the 
case  of  Satterlee  v.  Dibble  (2  L.  D.,307),  the  successful  contestant  against 
a  timber  culture  entry  on  the  allegation  of  failure  to  comply  with  law, 
was  awarded  the  preference  right  to  enter  under  the  act  of  May  14, 1880, 
although  he  never  filed  an  application  to  enter  the  land.  In  the  case 
of  Pierce  r.  Benson  (2  L.  D.,  319),  where  such  contestant  alleged  that 
he  had  offered  an  application  to  enter  at  the  hearing,  and  was  told  by 
the  local  officers  that  such  application  was  unnecessary,  it  was  held 
that  '^  as  he  was  allowed  to  contest  without  filing  an  application,  and 
as  he  proved  his  allegation,  he  is  entitled  to  a  preferred  right  of  entry." 
It  certainly  cannot  be  urged  that  such  contestant  who  files  a  declaratory 
statement  is  in  any  worse  condition  than  one  who  fails  to  file  any  ap- 
plication to  appropriate  the  land.  The  strictest  rule  that  could  be  in- 
voked against  him  is  one  that  would  treat  the  declaratory  statement  as 
mere  surplusage.  It  is  therefore  clear  under  rulings  of  the  Department, 
above  quoted,  and  subsequent  to  the  Buttery  case,  that  the  contestant 
in  the  case  at  bar  is  entitled  to  the  preference  right  of  entry.  In  other 
words,  it  is  not  a  '^ condition  precedent"  to  the  right  of  contest  that 
such  contestant  must  apply  to  enter  the  laud  under  the  homestead  or 
timber  culture  law. 

But  further,  the  ruling  in  said  case  of  Buttery  v.  Sprout  as  to  the 
scope  of  the  term  "  homestead  laws  "  is  opposed  to  the  construction  of 
that  phrase  by  this  Department  in  similar  instances.  In  the  case  of 
George  S.  Bishop  (1  L.  D.,  95),  it  was  held  that  the  term  ^^  homestead 
laws"  in  section  2,  act  of  June  15, 1880  (21  Stat.,  237)  was  used  in  a 
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generic  sense,  and  that  an  intervening  timber  caltare  entry,  or  pre-emp- 
tion filing,  if  followed  by  entry,  would  defeat  the  right  of  purchase  under 
that  act.  Indeed,  to  hold  otherwise  would  be  to  deter  pre-emptors  or 
timber  culture  eutrymeu  from  seeking  to  acquire  title  to  any  tract  of 
land  that  had  been  covered  by  a  homestead  entry  made  prior  to  June 
15, 1880.  This  ruling  has  been  steadily  followed  and  is  again  announced 
in  the  case  of  Charles  0.  Martin  (3  L.  D.,  373).  In  the  case  of  Eraser  v. 
Bingold  it  was  held  that  said  term  would  embrace  a  desert  land  entry. 
(3  L.  D.,  G9.)  The  rulings  of  the  Department  on  this  question  should 
be  reconciled,  and  made  consistent.  To  follow  the  ruling  in  Buttery  v. 
Sprout  is  to  say  that  Congress  intended  to  suspend  the  action  of  the 
preemption  law  as  to  all  tracts  covered  by  timber  culture  entries,  where 
the  eutryman  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  law.  There  is  certainly  no 
reason  for  such  action  in  the  nature  of  the  entry,  or  the  contest,  or  the 
pre-emption  law  itself,  nor  do  the  words  of  the  statute  disclose  any  in- 
tention to  interfere  with  the  operation  of  that  law.  To  secure  harmony 
in* the  rulings  of  this  Department,  and  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
land  law  system — for  all  such  laws  are  construed  in  pari  materia — I  find 
it  consistent  to  hold  that  the  term  ^<  homestead  laws"  in  the  statute  in. 
question  was  used  in  a  generic  sense,  and  will  embrace  the  pre-emption 
law. 

It  is  in  the  interest  of  good  administration  of  the  land  laws  that  aban- 
doned  entries  should  be  canceled,  and  the  land  covered  thereby  thrown 
open  to  entry  to  others.  Contestants  are  favored  by  law,  and  contests 
encouraged  by  the  Land  Department.  It  is  incongruous  to  suppose 
that  in  the  case  of  an  abandoned  timber  culture  entry,  Congress  de- 
parted from  this  evident  policy,  unless  some  reason  can  be  assigned. 
Said  decision  is  reversed,  the  entry  will  be  canceled,  and  the  declaratory 
statement  allowed  to  go  to  record.  The  ca«e  of  Buttery  r.  Sprout,  in 
so  far  as  it  conflicts  herewith,  is  hereby  overruled.  I  am  satisfied  that 
no  confusion  in  the  practice  can  arise  from  this  action,  nor  will  harm  be 
done  to  any  party  to  a  contest. 


railroad  graxt— acceptance  of  coxditioxs. 
New  Orleans  &  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

It  is  the  daty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  issue  patents  to  said  Company  when 
ever  they  have  tiled  in  the  Department  satisfactory  evidence  of  fuU  compliance 
with  the  act  of  February  8,  1887. 

Aciinfj  Secretary  Muldrow  to  F.  A.  Babcock,  New  Yorlc  City^  April  23, 

1887. 

1  have  considered  your  petition  in  the  matter  of  the  New  Orleans 

and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as  assignee  of  the  Baton  Rouge  and 

Vicksburg  Railroad  Company's  land  grant,  asking  this  Department  to 

refuse  to  issue  any  further  patents  to  the  New  Orleans  Pacific  Railroad 
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Company  until  the  determination  ot*  an  actioa  brought  by  yourself 
against  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  liouge  and  Vieksburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  others,  or  until  the  New  Orleans  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
shall  surrender  and  deliver  unto  yourself  a  certain  number  of  first 
mortgage  bonds  secured  by  the  land  grant  heretofore  convened  to  the 
New  Orleans  Pacific  Road  by  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  and 
Vieksburg  Railroad  Company,  for  and  in  lieu  of,  and  as  a  discharge  of 
an  obligation  heretofore  imposed  upon  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge 
and  Vieksburg  Company. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887,  entitled  "An  act  to 
declare  a  forfeiture  of  lands  granted  to  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge 
and  Vieksburg  Railroad  Company,  to  confirm  title  to  certain  lands, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  ]>rovides — 

That  tbe  relinquishment  of  the  lauds  and  the  confirmation  of  the 
grant  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  this  act  are  made  and  shall 
take  effect  whenever  the  8ecretarv  of  the  Interior  is  notified  that  said 
New  Orleans  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  through  the  action  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  stockholders,  has  accei)ted  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
is  satisfied  that  said  company  has  accepted  and  agreed  to  discbarge  all 
the  duties  and  obligations  imposed  upon  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge 
and  Vieksburg  Railroad  Company  by  act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one,  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  and  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  for 
other  ijurposes.' 

I  have  now  to  advise  you  that  the  New  Orleans  Pacific  Raili*oad 
Company  have  filed  in  the  Department  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  March 
3, 1871,  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit: 

Be  it  resolved  by  this  meeting,  representing  sixty-seven  thousand 
shares  of  stock  out  of  the  sixty-seven  thousand  and  two  hundred  shares 
issued  and  outstanding,  that  the  above  resolution  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  in  all  things  ratified  and  confirmed;  that  Jthis  company  does 
hereby  accept  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  Congress  of  February  8, 1887; 
and  also  acce])ts  and  will  discharge  all  the  duties  and  obligations  im- 
posed upon  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  and  Vieksburg  Company 
by  said  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1871. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  board  of  directors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  adopt  any  and  all  resolutions,  and  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  this  Company  to  execute  any  and  all  instruments,  under  cor- 
porate seal  or  otherwise,  necessary  to  complete,  consummate  or  evidence 
such  acceptance  of  said  act  of  February  8,  1887,  and  to  execute  any 
instruments  required  or  needful j  whereby  this  company  agrees  to  dis- 
charge all  duties  and  obligations  imposed  upon  the  New  Orleans,  Baton 
Rouge  &  Vieksburg  Railroad  Company  by  said  act  of  March  3, 1871, 
entitled  *•  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
and  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  for  other  i)urposes." 

Considering  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  is- 
sue patents  to  said  company  whenever  they  have  filed  in  the  Depart- 
ment satisfactory  evidence  of  full  compliance  with  the  act  of  February 
8,  1887, 1  must  decline  to  grant  your  api)lication. 
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DESERT  EXTRT— TIMBER  LAND. 
ElGGAN  V.  ElLEY. 

A  tract  embraciutr  several  acres  of  timber  is  not  subject  to  desert  eutry  tbougb  tbe 
laud  will  not  produce  an  agricultural  crop  without  irrigation. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  April  12,  1887, 

I  have  considered"  the  case  of  James  M.  Riggan  i\  William  T.  Riley, 
as  preseuted  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your 
office,  dated  March  31,  1885,  dismissing  his  contest  against  the  lattei-'s 
desert  land  entry  No.  72,  made  January  7, 1881,  at  the  Boise  City  land 
office,  in  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  upon  unsurreyed  laud,  containing 
462.57  acres. 

The  record  shows  that  the  township  plat  of  survey  was  filed  in  the 
local  land  office  on  March  9,  18S3,  and  said  entry  was  adjusted  by  the 
register  and  receiver  to  cover  tbe  W.  i  and  W.  J  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  4,  and 
the  SE.  i  of  the  NB.  J  of  Sec.  5,  T.  2  N.,  R.  18  E. 

On  June  22, 188.'3,  Riggau  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest,  duly  corrobo- 
rated, in  which  he  alleged  that  he  was  a  "bona  fide"  settler  upon  the 
W.  i  of  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  4,  and  the  E.  J  of  the  SE.  J  of  Sec.  5,  in  said 
township ;  that  he  oflfered  to  file  a  pre-emption  declaratory  statement 
upon  said  tract,  alleging  settlement  May  6, 1881,  which  was  rejected  by 
the  local  land  officers  on  account  of  conflict  with  said  desert  land  entry ; 
that  since  his  said  settlement  he  has  made  valuable  improvements  upon 
said  tracts  and  has  continued  to  reside  thereon  with  his  family ;  that  said 
entry  was  not  made  in  good  faith  to  reclaim  the  land,  but  for  specula- 
tive purposes;  that  the  land  in  controversy  is  non-desert  in  character, 
and  a  great  part  of  it  covered  with  timber  and  grasses,  and  that  the 
entryman  has  already  alienated  the  land  covered  by  said  entry. 

It  also  appears  from  the  decision  of  the  local  land  officers  that  one 
A.  M.  Purdam  made  a  similar  allegation  against  said  entry,  and  claim- 
ing for  himself  said  tract  in  Sec.  5.  Your  office,  on  August  31, 1883, 
directed  the  local  land  officers  to  order  a  hearing  to  determine  the  char- 
acter of  the  land  and  the  good  faith  of  the  entryman  in  the  premises. 

The  hearing  was  duly  had,  both  i)arties  being  present  in  person  and 
represented  by  counsel. 

It  appears  that  after  said  hearing  had  commenced,  Riley  relinquished 
all  claim  to  the  tract  in  Section  5,  and  the  contest  so  far  as  Purdam 
was  concerned  was  dismissed  by  the  local  land  officers,  and  the  case 
proceeded  upon  the  allegations  made  by  Riggan,  as  aforesaid.  From 
the  testimony  submitted,  the  register  and  receiver  found  that  the  land 
was  desert  land  in  character ;  that  it  will  not  produce  crops  in  paying 
quantities  without  artificial  irrigation;  that  the  adjustment  of  said 
entry  so  changed  the  location  on  the  west  side  as  to  include  some  tim- 
ber lands ;  that  there  are  a  few  cottonwood  trees  growing  along  the 
western  edge  of  said  lands,  where  the  lands  approach  the  river ;  that 
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this  fact  is  shown  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  and  it  is  cor- 
roborated by  the  personal  observation  of  the  local  land  officers,  made 
while  passing  along  the  pablic  road  near  said  land;  that  said  entr^- 
was  made  in  good  faith  and  not  for  speculative  purposes,  and  that  the 
contest  should  be  dismissed.  Your  office,  on  March  31, 18S5,  affirmed 
the  action  of  the  local  land  officers,  and  held  that  ^Mt  appears  from  the 
evidence  that  the  entryman  has  acted  in  perfect  good  faith  in  the 
matter  of  the  reclamation  of  the  land  embraced  in  his  entry." 

This  record  has  been  carefully  examined.  The  testimony  is  exceed- 
ingly voluminous,  covering  about  fifteen  hundred  pages,  a  large  portion 
of  which  is  quite  irrelevant,  and  many  of  the  statements  wholly  irre- 
concilable. The  evidence  shows  that  said  entry  was  made  upon  unsur- 
veyed  land,  along  Wood  Eiver,  as  above  stated,  and  that  some  mouths 
after,  but  prior  to  survey,  said  Riggan  settled  upon  the  W.  ^  of  the  SE.  ^ 
of  said  Sec.  4,  made  valuable  improvements  thereon  and  has  continuously 
resided  upon  the  land  to  the  date  of  said  hearing.  While  a  large  num- 
ber of  witnesses  were  examined  in  the  case  and  their  testimony  upon 
many  material  points  is  directly  in  conflict,  yet  a  careful  examination 
of  the  whole  evidence  shows  by  a  fair  preponderence  that  the  south 
forty  in  dispute  is  timber  land,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  entry  under 
said  desert  land  act.  The  witnesses  for  the  contestant  estimate  the 
number  of  acres  upon  which  there  are  timber  trees  to  be  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-five  acres,  and  the  size  of  the  trees  from  two  to  three  feet  in  di- 
ameter and  forty  to  sixty  feet  in  height.  The  testimony  of  the  con- 
testee  shows  that  there  are  some  trees  on  both  forties  in  dispute,  but 
he  claims  that  the  growth  is  scrubby  and  does  not  exceed  one  acre 
on  the  north  forty  and  five  acres  on  the  south  forty  in  controversy. 
Other  witnesses  for  the  contestee  state  that  there  are  from  two  or  three 
acres  of  timber  on  the  north  forty  and  from  eight  to  ten  acres  on  the 
south  forty. 

Section  second  of  the  desert  land  act,  approved  March  3, 1877  (19 
Stat,  377),  provides  ^'that  all  lands  exclusive  of  timber  lands  and 
mineral  lands,  which  will  not,  without  irrigation,  produce  some  agri- 
cultural crop,  shall  be  deemed  desert  lands  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act.'' 

It  is  clear  that,  even  if  it  be  shown  that  the  land  will  not  produce 
some  agricultural  crop  without  irrigation,  yet,  if  the  testimony  shows 
that  there  are  Several  acres  of  timber  on  the  land,  such  land  can  not  be 
entered  under  said  act. 

But  there  is  another  element  in  the  case  that  requires  careful  and 
serious  consideration.  It  appears  that  on  June  7, 1882,  said  Riley,  with 
four  others,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Idaho  and  Oregon  Land 
Improvement  Company,  by  which,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  said  company,  the  receipt 
thereof  being  duly  acknowledged,  and  in  consideration  of  the  further 
sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  as  stipulated  in  said  a«:reement, 
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and  ten  thousand  dollars  of  nonassessable  stock,  to  be  paid  to  said 
parties  within  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  said  agreement  by  said  com- 
pany to  the  said,  parties  of  the  first  part,  ^^  have  leased,  demised,  and  to 
forever  let,  and  by  these  presents  do  lease,  demise  and  to  farm  let  unto 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and  to  its  successors  and  assigns,  all 
the  following  described  lauds  and  premises,  situate  in  the  county  of 
Alturas,  Territory  of  Idaho,  bounded  and  described  as  follows :  "  The 
description  embraces  the  desert  land  entry  No.  71  of  Eben  S.  Chase, 
one  of  said  parties,  containing  455.33  acres,  the  desert  land  entry  !No. 
64  of  John  Hailey,  containing  484.87  acres  ;  the  desert  land  entry  Ko. 
72  now  in  controversy,  containing  462.57  acres,  and  the  desert  land 
entry  No.  G6  of  F.  P.  Cavanagh,  containing  469  acres — making  a  total 

of  1,871.77  acres. 

•  • .  •  •  •  •  • 

It  is  evident  that  said  agreement  is  in  effect  an  assignment  of  the 
interest  of  each  of  said  parties  in  said  entries  to  said  company,  and, 
if  fully  executed,  the  company  would  obtain  title  to  more  than  eighteen 
hundred  acres  of  land.  It  has  been  uniformly  held  by  this  Department 
that  assignments  made  since  April  15, 1880,  will  not  be  recognized,  and 
those  entries  made  prior  to  said  date,  which  have  been  assigned,  can- 
not be  confirmed  for  a  larger  amount  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
See  case  of  8.  W.  Downey  (2  0.  L.  L.,  1381);  Joab  Lawrence  (2  L.  D., 
22);  David  B.  Dole  (3  L.  D.,  214);  Stanton  v.  Durbin  (4  L.  D.,  445); 
Peter  French  et  al.  (5  L.  D.,  19) ;  Henry  W.  Fuss  (ibid.,  167). 

It  is  alleged  that  your  oflBce,  on  March  21, 1881,  in  response  to  a  tele- 
gram from  the  register  of  said  office,  at  Boise  City,  advised  him  that 
any  person  having  initiated  a  desert  land  entry  by  making  first  pay- 
ment can  lease  the  same  with  an  agreement  to  sell  after  patent  is  ob. 
tained  from  the  government,  without  jeopardizing  his  own  title,  and 
that  said  agreement  was  made  in  pursuance  of  said  advice.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  the  agreement  was  made  more  than  a  year 
subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  said  instruction  and  went  far  beyond  it. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Biley  had  made  any  effort  to  reclaim  said 
claim,  nor  is  it  shown  that  any  of  said  parties  advised  your  office  of  the 
terms  of  said  agreement  prior  to  its  execution,  and  it  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  the  intention  of  your  office  to  change  the  settled 
ruling  of  the  Department  and  allow  parties  to  do  indirectly  what  they 
could  not  do  directly. 

Aside  from  the  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  tracts  in  contro- 
versy were  not  subject  to  desert  land  entry,  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  whole  record  shows  that  the  whole  entry  is  illegal  and  should  be 
canceled. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  an  inspection  of  the  records 
of  your  office  shows  that  said  entry  has  not  been  posted  upon  the  tract 
book  of  your  office.  The  better  practice  would  seem  to  be  to  post  said 
entry  on  the  tract  book  and  note  thereon  the  contest  that  is  made 
against  it. 
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The  (lecisiou  of  your  office  (lisDiissiii^  said  contest  is  reversed,  and 
you  will  cause  said  entry  to  be  canceled. 

On  July  12, 1886,  yonr  office  transmitted  to  this  Department  for  con- 
sideration in  this  case  the  report  of  a  special  agent  of  your  office,  rela- 
tive to  the  validity  of  said  entry.  Said  report  contains  no  new  evidence, 
and  its  recommendation  has  not  been  considered  in  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  herein. 


swamp  land— manner  of  selection 

State  of  Louisiana.    (On  Review.) 

Acting  Secretary  Mtildroic  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  April  14, 1887. 

From  tbe  foregoing  it  is  clear  that  the  State  elected  to  make  the  field 
notes  of  survey  the  basis  of  the  adjustment  of  both  of  said  grants.  In- 
deed as  appears  In  the  quotation  from  the  argument  of  counsel  (page 
9)  in  said  decision  of  March  25,  1887,  "  the  field  ;iote8  made  by  the 
United  States  deputy  surveyor  were  agreed  upon  as  the  basis  as  being  a 
substantial  compliance  with  the  law,"  and  it  would  seem  that  the  State, 
after  the  lapse  of  nearly  forty  years,  is  estopped  from  denying  such 
election,  if  she  were  so  disposed. 

The  two  letters  referred  to  (supra)  were  not  before  this  Department 
when  said  decision  was  rendered,  and  hence  it  did  not  clearly  appear 
that  the  State  had  made  the  election  as  above  indicated. 

But  since  the  State  has  alread3"  made  said  election,  it  will  be  un- 
necessary to  call  upon  her  to  elect  anew  "  whether  the  field  notes  of 
survey  shall  be  made  the  basis  of  the  final  adjustment  of  said  grants,'^ 
and  to  that  extent  said  decision  (of  March  2oth)  is  hereby  modified. 


PRACTICE— APPEAL—CERTIORARL 

C.  N.  Nelson  Lumbeb  Co. 

An  appeal  filed  by  a  trausferee  before  iiotice  of  the  decision  was  served  on  the  entry- 
man,  was  in  time  under  tbe  rules  of  practice. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroio  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs,  April  23, 1887. 

The  0.  N.  Nelson  Lumber  Company  has  filed  an  application  for  cer- 
tiorari under  rules  of  practice  83  and  84,  in  the  matter  of  preemption 
cash  entry  No.  3787  of  Stephen  Pennington  of  the  E.  i  of  SE.  4  of  Sec. 
30,  and  the  E.  i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec.  31,  T.  59,  R.  18,  Duluth,  Minnesota. 

From  this  application  and  accompanying  exhibits  the  following  al- 
leged facts  appear:  Said  entry  was  made  October  16, 1882,  and  upon 
evidence  taken  at  a  hearing  subsequently  had  was  held  for  cancellation 
by  your  office  on  the  3Ist  of  August  1883.  April  14, 1884,  Messrs.  Cur- 
tis &  Burdett,  of  this  city,  addressed  a  commuuication  to  yonr  office, 
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setting  forth  that  they  represented  "  certain  parties,  who,  as  innocent 
purchasers  in  good  faitb,"  bonght  the  land  after  entry  made,  that  said 
purchasers  were  not  parties  to  the  hearing  theretofore  had,  and  request- 
ing an  opportunity  to  be  heard  as  intervenors,  etc. 

More  than  two  years  thereafter,  to  wit:  August  14, 1880,  your  office, 
referring  to  said  communication  of  April  14,  1884,  informed  said  at- 
torneys *'  chat  you  do  not  state  for  whom  you  appear,  as  required  by 
the  rules  of  practice,"  and  on  the  same  da^'  again  held  said  entry  for 
cancellation.  November  14, 188G,  said  attorne3's,  referring  to  your  said 
letter  of  August  14th  preceding,  addressed  to  them,  informed  your  office 
that  in  this  case  they  appeared  for  the  C.  X.  Nelson  Lumber  Co.,  of  8t. 
Paul,  Minnesota,  'innocent  purchasers  of  the  laud  in  question."  No- 
vember 9th,  same  year,  your  office  informed  said  attorneys  that  said 
entry  had  been  held  for  cancellation  August  14,  1886,  as  aforesaid. 
Thereu{>on,  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  an  appeal  from  said  order 
of  cancellation  was  filed  on  behalf  of  said  purchasers,  which  was  denied 
by  your  office  March  5, 1887,  on  the  grouiid  that  said  appeal  was  not 
filed  within  the-sixty  days  allowed  by  law.  Upon  motion  for  review  of 
said  last  decision,  accompanied  by  a  formal  application  of  said  company 
to  intervene,  filed  March  23,  1887,  your  office,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1887,  adhered  to  its  former  decision,  declining  to  transmit  said  appeal. 
Hence  the  present  application. 

It  is  alleged  by  applicants  that  notice  of  your  decision,  dated  August 
14,  1886,  hoMing  said  entry  for  cancellation,  was  not  served  by  the 
local  office  on  the  entryman  himself,  or  upon  any  one  for  him,  until 
some  time  in  December,  1886,  which  allegation  appears  to  be  admitted 
by  your  office.  It  would  seem  that  the  appeal  of  the  transferee  who 
claims  under  said  entryman,  having  been  filed  before  said  entryman 
was  notified  of  the  decision  holding  his  entry  for  cancellation,  was 
clearly  in  time  under  the  rules,  and  should  not  have  been  dismissed. 

If  the  allegations  in  this  petition  be  true,  it  would  appear  that  the 
applicant  is  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for.  You  will  therefore  please 
transmit  the  record  of  the  case  to  this  Department,  and  in  the  mean- 
time suspend  further  action  therein  until  further  advised. 


PRACTICE— R VLB  4fi—IRREG CLARITY, 

Harris  r.  Mayne. 

The  refusal  of  the  eutrymau  to  answer,  on  cross-examination,  questions  pertinent  to 
the  issue,  is  such  an  irregularity  as  to  warrant  the  General  Land  Office  in  a  re- 
examination of  the  case  though  no  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
local  office. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  April  23,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Albert  G.  Harris  v.  William  W.  Mayne, 
involving  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  1,  T.  110  N.,  R.  63  W.,  Huron,  Dakota 
Territory. 
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It  appears  that  ou  Jane  26,  1880,  Mayne  filed  soldiered  homestead 
declaratory  statement  for  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  33,  T.  Ill,  R.  62,  theu  in 
the  Mitchell,  but  now  in  the  Huron  land  district ;  on  January  7f  1881, 
he  made  homestead  entry  thereof,  and  having  made  final  proof  on 
February  1, 1882,  received  final  homestead  certificate  therefor,  being 
allowed  a  credit  for  his  military  services  sufficient,  with  actual  resi- 
dence upon  the  land,  to  make  up  the  five  yeard  required.  On  Decem- 
ber 7, 1881,  nearly  two  months  prior  to  the  last  date,  he  filed  another 
soldier's  homestead  declaratory  statement  for  the  KW.  J  of  Sec.  1,.T. 
110  K,  E.  63  W.  the  tract  involved  in  this  case.  On  February  12, 
1882,  he  also  filed  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  for  the  same 
tract,  claiming  settlement  thereon  three  days  before,  and  on  November 
22,  1882,  he  made  final  proof  and  cash  entr3'  thereon,  receiving  final 
certificate  the  same  day. 

On  December  26,  1883,  Harris  filed  an  affidavit  in  the  local  office, 
setting  forth  that  Mayne  was  not  a  qualified  pre- emptor  at  the  time  he 
entered  said  last  described  tract,  and  could  not  lawfully  prove  up  on 
the  same,  because  he  had  a  soldiers  declaratory  statement  on  each  of 
said  tracts  at  the  same  time;  that  at  the  time  of  making  the  filing  on 
the  second  tract  he  had  not  proved  up  on  the  first,  and  that  he  moved 
from  laud  of  his  own — the  homestead— to  reside  upon  said  pre-emption 
claim. 

This  affidavit  being  transmitted  to  your  office,  on  February  4, 1884, 
a  hearing  was  ordered  "  to  determine  the  validity  of"  said  cash  entry. 
In  the  notice  of  this  hearing,  served  upon  Mayne,  the  charges  were 
stated  to  be  that  the  said  pre  emption  cash  entry  "  was  perfected 
through  fraud  and  in  violation  of  law,  in  that  you  were  holding  a  home- 
stead upon  the  KW.  J  of  Sec.  33 — 111 — ^63,  at  the  time  of  making  set- 
tlement upon  said  NW.  J  of  1 — 110 — 63 ;  that  you  were  not  a  qualified 
pre-eraptor  at  the  time  of  entering  said  tract ;  that  you  had  a  soldier's 
declaratory  statement  on  each  of  said  tracts,  which  is  fraudulent,  and 
that  you  failed  to  establish  and  maintain  a  hmta  fide  residence  upon 
said  NW.  J  of  Sec.  1,  as  required  by  law.''  Hearing  was  had  on  April 
18,  1884,  both  parties  being  present  in  person  and  by  attorneys,  with 
a  number  of  witnesses. 

Testimony  was  offered  by  contestant  to  prove  that  Mayne  had  placed 
a  second  soldier's  declaratory  statement  on  the  second  tract  before  be 
completed  final  proof  on  the  first;  and  that  he  had  after  receiving 
certificate  for  the  first  tract  removed  therefrom  to  the  second  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  but  no  evidence  was  then  introduced  to  prove  that  Mayne 
had  not  after  settlement  complied  with  the  requirements  of  law  as  to 
residence  and  improvement  on  his  pre-emption  claim. 

The  defendant  by  his  testimony  sought  to  show  that  he  had  enlisted 
twice  in  the  army,  had  been  twice  discharged,  that  because  of  the  two 
discharges  possessed  by  him,  he  thought  and  was  advised  that  be  was 
entitled  to  file  two  soldier's  declaratory  statements  for  the  two  tracts; 
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tbat  in  point  of  fact  be  made  final  proof  on  January  14,  1882,  thongh 
said  final  proof  was  not  approved  and  certificate  issaed  by  tbe  register 
and  receiver  until  February  1,  1882  ;  tbat  be  left  tbe  homestead  tract 
on  January  16,  1882,  and  moved  into  a  bouse  in  tbe  town  of  Huron, 
wbicb  be  rented  on  tbe  same  day  be  made  first  final  proof,  paying  rent 
for  one  montb  in  advance ;  tbat  tbis  was  done  wben  be  found  he  was 
uoable  to  farm,  because  of  bad  bealtb  and  wounds  ;  and  having  for- 
merly been  a  minstrel  be  bad  made  an  arrangement  with  other  parties 
to  organize  a  minstrel  troupe  and  travel ;  that  such  troupe  was  organ- 
ized, gave  exhibitions  in  Mitchell,  Alexander,  Park,  Oroton  and  Sioux 
Fa)ls,  and  then  disbanded,  having  been  in  existence  about  two  weeks. 

In  his  own  testimony  Mayne  stated  that  when  he  left  the  homestead 
tract  be  had  no  intention  of  returning  to  it ;  in  fact,  he  says  that  be 
left  in  consequence  of  a  previous  arrangement  to  organize  the  minstrel 
troupe,  and  that  his  purpose  was  to  sell  said  tract ;  but  does  not  say 
whether  said  agreement  was  made  prior  or  subsequent  to  making  final 
proof  thereon.  He  says,  however,  that  his  second  soldier's  declaratory 
statement  was  filed  on  tbe  second  tract  after  he  had  made  application  to 
make,  but  before  he  had  made,  final  proof  on  tbe  homestead  tract ;  tbat 
he  filed  the  second  soldier's  declaratory  statement  in  order  ^<  to  get  a 
claim  to  sell  it  and  make  some  money  out  of  it,  I  bad  no  idea  of  going 
on  to  settle  it";  thought  he  bad  a  right  to  do  this  as  otbers  bad  done 
before. 

In  bis  final  proof  on  his  pre-emption  claim,  Mayne  and  his  witnesses 
testified  that  he  settled  on  said  tract  on  February  9, 1882,  and  that  his 
residence  had  been  ^^  continuous"  since.  On  cross-examination  in  this 
contest,  he  admitted  tbat,  during  tbat  so-called  *'  continuous"  residence, 
be  bad  a  rented  bouse  in  tbe  town  of  Huron  and  lived  there  '*  part  of 
the  time."  On  being  pressed  as  lo  how  much  of  tbe  time  ho  lived  in 
town,  or  bow  long  before  tbe  making  of  final  proof  he  moved  into  town, 
he  refused,  under  instruction  from  bis  attornej-,  to  answer,  on  the  ground 
tbat  residence  upon  tbe  pre  emption  claim  was  not  in  controversy.  He 
was  pressed  again  and  again,  and  some  thirty  questions,  bearing  on  this 
point,  were  put  to  him  and  each  one  be  declined  to  answer,  so  tbat  no 
farther  information  was  obtained  from  him  as  to  tbis  matter.  It  w^as 
also  in  evidence  that  Mayne,  after  proof,  left  said  claim,  and  had  since 
sold  the  same  and  was  now  residing  on  bis  homestead  claim,  which  had 
been  largely  improved. 

On  October  31,  1884,  the  register  and  receiver  decided  in  favor  of 
Mayne,  basing  their  opinion  entirely  upon  the  failure  of  evidence  to 
sustain  the  cbarge  tbat  be  bad  left  bis  homestead  and  moved  to  town 
for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  law,  wbicb  prohibited  tbe  removal  from 
land  of  bis  own  to  a  pre-emption  claim. 

No  appeal  was  taken  from  tbis  decision,  and  tbe  papers  in  tbe  case 
were  transmitted  to  your  ofdce,  where,  on  July  31,  1»85,  after  a  review 
of  the  evidence,  you  were  '*of  tbe  opinion  tbat  said  filing  and  entr^' 
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were  not  made  within  the  intention  of  the  pre-emption  law,  that  is,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  same  a  ht>me,  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  merely  as 
a  speculation.''  And  though  no  appeal  was  taken  you  reversed  the 
judgment  and  held  Mayne's  cash  entry  for  cancellation.  A  reconsider- 
ation of  this  decision  was  asked  and  denied,  whereupon  an  appeal  was 
taken ;  on  which  the  case  is  now  before  me. 

A  letter  from  Ira  A.  Heath,  of  Wolsey,  Dakota,  states  that  he  has 
purchased  the  land  in  controversy,  that  the  reconsideration  of  your  de- 
cision was  asked  for,  and  the  present  appeal  taken  by  him. 

It  also  appears  that  Harris,  the  contestant,  is  dead,  though  it  is  not 
stated  when  he  died. 

The  reversal  of  your  decision  is  asked,  principally  on  the  ground  that 
the  finding  of  the  register  and  receiver,  being  one  of  fact,  was  conclu- 
sive in  the  absence  of  an  appeal,  under  rule  48,  unless  for  some  of  the 
prescribed  reasons,  none  of  which  it  is  alleged  existed. 

In  this  I  do  not  concur.    The  first  reason  for  which  you  are  author- 
ized to  reverse  the  findings  of  facts  by  the  local  officers  is,  "Where  fraad 
or  gross  irregularity  is  suggested  on  the  face  of  the  papers."    Au  in- 
spection of  the  record  shows  a  "gross  irregularity"  on  the  part  of  the 
claimant  in  refusing,  on  cross-examination,  to  answer  questions  proper 
and  pertinent,  going  to  the  very  foundation  of  the  inquiry — his  good 
faith  in  making  said  pre-emption  entry.    In  your  office  letter  ordering 
the  hearing,  it  was  stated  that  the  investigation  was  sought  in  order 
"  to  determine  the  validity"  of  the  cash  entry.    The  inquiry  was  not  re- 
stricted to  the  one  point  passed  upon  by  the  register  and  receiver,  as 
to  whether  the  party  had  moved  frorii  land  of  his  own  to  reside  upon  the 
pre-emption  claim  ;  but  to  determine  "the  validity  of  the  cash  entry" 
in  any  and  every  respect.    The  notice  of  contest  served  upon  ATayne 
expressly  stated  that  one  of  the  charges  made  was  that  he  had  "failed 
to  establish  and  maintain  a  bona  fide  residence  upon  said  NVV.  J  of  Sec. 
1,  as  required  by  law."    So  that  the  questions  asked  the  witness  were 
directly  pertinent  to  the  matters  to  be  inquired  about  and  there  was  no 
excuse  for  his  refusal  to  answer  them.    In  the  case  of  Mann  v.  Huk  (3 
L.  D.,  45*2),  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  refusing  to  answer  under  similar 
circumstances  on  cross-examination,  was  entirely  excluded  from  con- 
sideration, and  the  case  decided  on  the  other  testimony  in  the  case.    It 
was  there  said,  "It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  will  consider  testimony 
taken  under  such  circumstances  as  these,  but  rather  that  it  should  be 
discarded  as   unworthy  of  belief,  because  the  protestant,  speaking 
through  the  mouth  of  his  attorney',  was  unwilling  to  submit  his  wit- 
nesses and  himself  to  the  test  of  a  cross-examination."    In  this  case,  as 
was  done  in  that,  the  testimony  of  the  recusant  witness  should  have 
been  discarded.    This  "gross  irregularity"  being  shown  by  the  record, 
you  had  a  right  to  look  further  and  see  whether  or  not  it  aflfected  the 
determination  arrived  at.    An  examination  of  the  decision  of  (he  local 
officers  shows  that  they  gave  full  credit  to  the  testimony  of  Mayne  and 
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base  their  decisiou  almost  eutirely  thereon.  Nor  do  they  in  the  remotest 
way  allude  to  the  "gross  irregjalarity"  attending  the  taking  of  that 
testimony.  It  is  true  there  is  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses  tending 
to  show  the  removal  of  Mayne'sfamily  from  the  homestead  in  the  mid- 
dle of  January,  1882,  the  renting  of  the  house  in  Huron  for  one  month, 
the  organization  of  the  minstrel  troupe  and  its  brief  existence,  but  none 
of  this  testimony  would  justify  the  register  and  receiver  in  reaching  the 
conclusion  arrived  at  without  considering  Ihe  testimony  of  Mayne.  His 
testimony,  under  the  circumstances,  they  should  not  have  considered, 
because  of  this  "gross  irregularity,"  and  it  was  proper  for  you  to  go  be- 
hind their  finding  of  facts  and  determine  the  case  upon  all  the  evidence. 

But  in  addition  to  tlii's  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  government  is 
a  party  to  this  contest.  Harris  having  failed  to  appeal,  any  rights  he 
might  have  acquired,  by  a  decision  in  his  favor,  were  entirely  eliminated, 
and  the  case  thus  became  one  between  the  government  and  tlie  entry- 
man,  and  it  was  your  duty  to  examine  the  whole  record  carefully  with 
a  view  to  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  Rule  48 
does  not  pretend  to  and  could  not  prevent  such  examination.  That 
rule  is  intended  to  and  does  relate  entirely  to  a  determination  of  the 
rights  of  the  contesting  parties,  and  does  not  deprive  your  office  of  its 
necessary  supervision  in  the  interest  of  the  government.  In  this  view 
your  action  in  going  behind  the  findings  of  the  register  and  receiver 
was  also  correct  and  is  approved. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  and  consideration  of  the  whole  case,  I 
am  satisfied  that  said  pre-emption  claim  was  speculative  in  its  incep- 
tion, fraudulent  in  its  attempted  consummation,  and  without  the  shadow 
of  good  faith  in  any  of  its  phases — the  whole  transaction  being  a  thinly 
disguised  attempt  to  obtain  government  land  under  the  merest  pretense 
and  semblance  of  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law. 

I  therefore  affirm  your  judgment,  and  direct  the  cancellation  of  said 
cash  entrj'. 


practice— mortg  agee-notice. 
American  Investment  Co. 

Ad  assiji^ee  or  mortgagee  may  file  in  the  local  oflSce,  under  oath,  a  statement  allow- 
ing bis  interest  in  a  pending  entry,  and  have  the  same  noted  of  record,  and  there- 
after he  will  be  entitled  to  notice  of  any  adverse  action  on  said  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Mtildroiv  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  April  26,  1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  George  L.  Beckett,  esq.,  of 
April  9,  1887,  relative  to  the  right  of  assignees  and  mortgagees  to  have 
their  names  noted  on  the  records  of  the  local  office  in  cases  in  which 
they  arc  interested,  their  object  being  to  facilitate  the  supplying  of  de- 
fects and  to  supply  to  the  loca  lofficers  information  as  to  their  interests, 
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SO  they  may  receive  notice  in  all  cases  where  entries  in  which  they  are 
interested  may  be  held  for  cancellation. 

Enclosed  with  said  letter  are  copies  of  the  following  letters,  to  wit: 
From  George  L.  Beckett  to  Commissioner,  of  January  9, 1887.  From 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  George  L.  Beckett,  of  February  9,  1887. 
From  George  L.  Beckett  to  register  and  receiver,  Yankton,  Dakota,  of 
February  28, 1887,  From  Commissioner  to  register  and  receiver,  Yank- 
ton, Dakota,  of  March  28, 1887;  and  from  register,  Yankton,  Dakota, 
to  George  L.  Beckett,  of  April  7, 1887— all  of  which,  together  with  the 
letter  of  George  L.  Beckett  first  above  referred  to,  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

In  response  to  the  letter  from  George  L.  Beckett,  Esq.,  attorney  for 
the  American  Investment  Company,  inquiring  whether  there  ''  would  be 
any  impropriety  in  having  the  name  of  the  American  Investment  Com- 
pany noted  on  the  land  office  records  in  cases  where  they  are  interested 

to   remedy  the  failure  of  claimants  to  receive  notice," 

the  Assistant  Commissioner,  by  letter  of  February  9, 1887,  after  noting 
that  the  Department  having  decided  "  that  any  party  claiming  under 
an  entryman  is  entitled  to  receive  notice  of  any  adverse  action  taken  in 
regard  to  his  entry,"  said  "  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  the  name  of  the 
American  Investment  Company  being  noted  on  the  local  office  records, 
in  cases  where  said  company  is  interested.  In  fact,  to  protect  their 
rights,  notice  of  their  claims  should  be  filed." 

In  compliance  with  the  information  contained  in  the  letter  of  the  As- 
sistant Commissioner,  the  American  Investment  Company  forwarded  to 
the  local  office  at  Yankton,  Dakota,  a  list  of  lands  in  that  district  in 
which  they  are  interested. 

Upon  receiving  this  list,  the  register  and  receiver  addressed  a  letter 
to  your  office  making  inquiry  whether  "it  is  the  duty  of  the  local  officers 
to  note  on  the  records  the  names  of  mortgagees  of  unpatented  lands, 
and  if  so,  whether  they  are  entitled  to  compensation  therefor."  Both 
of  said  questions  jou  answered  in  the  negative.  Your  answer  to  the 
first  question  seems  to  be  predicated  upon  the  view  as  expressed  in 
your  letter  that  the  Department  has  not  decided  that  "  any  party  claim- 
ing under  an  entryman  is  entitled  to  receive  notice  of  any  adverse  ac- 
tion taken  in  regard  to  his  entry,"  but  that  assignees  and  mortgagees 
are  only  entitled  to  notice  when  they  are  parties  to  the  record,  and 
that  *'  they  can  not  become  parties  to  the  record  by  a  mere  statement 
verbal  or  written,  that  they  claim  under  an  entryman." 

If  a  mortgagee  or  assignee,  whose  name  is  disclosed  by  the  report  of 
a  special  agent,  is  entitled  to  notice  of  proceedings  had  upon  such  re- 
port, I  can  see  no  reason  why  a  party  who  himself  discloses  his  interest 
might  not  be  equally  entitled  to  notice. 

Rule  102,  requiring  that  no  person  shall  intervene  in  a  case  without 
disclosing  under  oath  the  nature  of  his  interest,  has  reference  to  what, 
proof  shall  be  required  in  the  investigation  of  a  case  where  an  iuterrenor 
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is  seeking  to  sustain  the  validity  of  au  entry,  but  the  production  ot 
proof  is  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  disclosing  an  interest  in  order 
to  entitle  them  to  notice  of  adverse  action  iu  any  case  in  which  they 
have  an  interest  as  assignee  or  mortgagee. 

When  an  eutryman  has  fully  complied  with  the  law  and  received  cer- 
tificate of  entry,  he  can  dispose  of  the  land  covered  bj''  his  entry.  A 
transfer  of  such  right  as  the  entryman  may  then  possess  gives  to  the 
assignee  a  right  to  be  heard  to  sustain  the  validity  of  that  entry,  and 
hence  he  is  entitled  to  be  made  a  party  to  any  proceeding  involving  the 
cancellation  of  said  entry  by  disclosing  under  oath  the  nature  of  his  in- 
terest. Eut  an  assignee  or  mortgagee  should  not  be  required  to  file 
either  the  original  or  certified  copy  of  his  mortgage  or  deed  of  assign- 
ment to  entitle  him  to  notice,  because  the  action  of  your  office  might 
not  be  adverse  to  the  entry,  and  in  such  case  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity to  intervene.  If  the  entry  is  held  for  cancellation,  notice  should 
always  be  given  to  an  assignee  or  mortgagee,  if  the  fact  of  such  inter- 
est is  known,  who  will  then  be  allowed  to  intervene  to  sustain  the  valid- 
ity of  the  entry  by  disclosing  under  oath  the  nature  of  their  interest 
and  making  proof  thereof  as  required  by  Eule  102. 

Considering  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  facilitate  the 
prosecution  of  the  rights  of  parties,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  a  mort- 
gagee or  assignee  may  not  be  permitted  to  file  under  oath  in  the  local 
oflfice  notice  of  his  claim  under  any  entry  in  order  that  he  may  be  ad- 
vised of  any  adverse  action  upon  said  entry  and  to  protect  his  rights  in 
the  premises. 

You  will  therefore  allow  the  American  Investment  Company  to  file 
under  oath  in  the  local  office  notice  of  their  interest  in  any  entry  pend- 
ing in  said  office,  but  they  should  be  required  to  state  the  character  of 
such  interest  in  each  case,  and  the  filing  of  the  said  notice  should  be 
noted  on  the  records. 


CONFLICTING  SETTLEMENTS— JOINT  ENTRY. 

Miller  i\  Miller. 

Juiut  entry  uUowed  in  case  of  conflicting  settlement  rij[;hts  initiated  prior  to  survey. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  S2}arkSj  April  23,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Henry  Miller  r.  Robert  Miller,  involv- 
ing the  SW.  i  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  28,  T.  152  N.,  E.  61  W.,  Grand  Forks^ 
Dakota,  as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  Last  named  from  your  de- 
cision, dated  September  23,  1885,  allowing  joint  entry  under  Section 
2274  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or,  if  the  parties  prefer,  permitting  Rob- 
ert Miller,  who  has  ottered  final  pre-emption  proof  for  land  filed  upon 
by  him,  including  the  tract  in  question,  to  make  entry  in  accordance 
with  his  filing,  after  having  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  Henry 
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Miller  to  convey  to  him  that  part  of  the  tract  in  dispute  which  lies  uortb 
of  a  furrow,  which  it  appears  was  the  agreed  dividing  Hue  of  their  re 
spective  claims,  peuding  government  survey  of  the  lands. 

The  case  is  fully  and  accurately  presented  by  your  decision  and  the 
facts  need  not  here  be  recited. 

There  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  line  between  the  two  claims  prior  to  sur- 
vey. It  was  understood  and  agreed  by  both  parties  that  the  furrow 
above  referred  to  should  divide  their  claims  until  public  survey,  bat 
what  should  thereafter  constitute  the  dividing  line  is  not  so  clear,  and 
is  made  the  issue  in  this  contest.  It  is  stated  by  both  x)arties  that  the 
line  of  government  survey  should  separate  their  claims.  Henry  avers, 
however,  that  the  agreement  was  that  the  line  of  division  should  be  the 
section  line,  while  Bobert  is  equally  positive  that  it  was  to  be  the  gov- 
ernment line  falling  nearest  the  furrow,  whether  such  line  should  be 
sectional  or  subdivisional. 

On  this  question  hearing  was  had.  The  register  and  receiver,  before 
whom  the  testimony  was  taken,  and  your  office  were  unable  to  deter- 
mine from  the  conflicting  statements  of  the  parties  and  their  witnesses 
what  the  agreement,  which  was  parol,  had  been,  and  therefore  decided 
in  favor  of  joint  entry,  or  entry  to  Robert  after  contract  as  alrciidy  indi- 
cated. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  evidence,  I  am  unable  to  arrive  at 
a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the  fact  in  issue,  and  therefore  affirm 
your  decisiou. 


HOMESTEADENTRY^VONTEST—ACT  OF  JUNE  15,  1880. 

Lyons  x\  O'Shaughnessy. 

A  contest  institntecl  against  the  original  entry  suspends  action  upon  a  subsequent 
application  to  purchase  under  the  second  section  of  the  net  of  June  15,  188U. 

A  contest  terminating  iu  an  order  of  cancellation  cuts  olf  the  right  of  purchase  under 
said  act. 

Acting  ^Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  3,1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  (Tustus  Lyons  v,  John  W.  O'Shauglt- 
ness3"  (now  deceased)  on  appeal  by  each  of  the  parties  in  interest  from 
your  decisions  of  June  10  and  September  25,  1885, 

John  W.  O'Shaughnessy  departed  this  life  on  June  3,  1883,  and  bis 
widow,  Bridget  O'Shaughnessy,  appealed  from  your  decision  of  Juue 
16,  1885,  holding  for  cancellation  the  homestead  entry  No.  4279  of  lier 
said  husband  on  Lot  2,  Sec.  5,  T.  9  S.,  11.  2  E.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
land  district. 

Gustus  Lyons  ai)pealed  from  your  decision  of  September  25, 1885, 
permitting  said  Bridget  to  purchase  said  tract  of  land  under  The  pro- 
visions of  section  two  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880. 
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It  appears  that  on  Au£:ust  25, 1875,  O'Sbaugbnessy  made  a  homestead 
entry  on  said  tract  of  land,  and  that  on  December  9, 18S0,  Lyons  did  the 
same,  the  register  of  the  local  land  office  certifying  that  there  was  then 
no  prior  va,lid  adverse  right  to  said  land. 

Un  September  13, 1882,  O'Shaughnessy  made  the  nsnal  formal  proof 
and  obtained  final  homestead  certificate.  It  appears  from  a  report  o^ 
the  register  and  receiver,  dated  March  2G,  1885,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  that  Lyons  executed  a  contest  affidavit  on  No- 
vember 18, 1882,  alleging  abandonment  of  said  land  by  O'Shaughnessy. 
It  is  inferred  that  this  affidavit  was  in  some  respect  defective,  or  that 
evidence  to  corroborate  the  facts  stated  in  it  was  required. 

On  Ai)ril  1,  1884^  a  new  affidavit  of  contest,  alleging  the  same  grounds 
as  the  former  one,  was  made  by  Lyons,  and  this  was  accompanied  by 
additional  corroborative  testimony  and  was  transmitted  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Under  instructions  from  the  Commissioner,  of  May  6,  188:1,  a  hearing 
was  bad  before  the  register  and  receiver,  who,  on  March  25, 1885,  found 
that  the  allegation  of  abandonment  had  been  clearly  prove:i  and  recom- 
mended that  said  entry  of  O'Shaughnessy's  be  canceled.  On  applica- 
tion of  the  contestee  a  rehearing  was  obtained  and  on  April  24,  1885, 
the  register  and  receiver  adhered  to  their  former  decision. 

Appeal  was  subsequently  taken  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  who,  on  June  IG,  1885,  sustained  and  approved  the  finding 
and  recommendation  of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  ordered,  subject 
to  right  of  appeal,  etc.,  that  said  entry  be  canceled.  From  this  decision 
the  present  appeal  of  the  contestee  was  taken  on  July  18, 1885.  On 
the  28th  of  the  same  month  the  register  of  the  local  land  office  trans- 
mitted to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  an  application 
of  the  said  Bridget  O'Shaughnessy  to  purchase  said  tract  of  land  under 
the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  and 
submitted  said  application  for  further  instructions.  On  September  25th 
following  the  application  was  returned  to  the  register  and  receiver  with 
instructions  to  them  to  allow  the  said  widow  to  purchase,  and  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month  the  money  was  paid  and  a  certificate  of  pur- 
chase made  out  and  signed  by  the  register  (but  not  delivered)  to  said 
Bridget  O'Shaughnessy  for  said  tract  of  land.  The  following  Novem- 
ber the  contestant  Lyons  took  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Septem- 
ber 25th,  allowing  said  cash  entry,  and  the  whole  case  is  now  before  me. 

The  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses  taken  in  the  contest  before  the 
register  and  receiver  satisfactorily  shows  that,  if  O'Shaughnessy  ever 
went  upon  the  land  in  controversy  for  the  purpose  of  actual  settlement 
and  cultivation,  or  ever  established  in  good  faith  a  residence  thereon,  of 
which  fact  the  testimony  leaves  me  in  grave  doubt,  he  abandoned  such 
residence  in  September  or  October,  1879.  The  evidence  shows  clearly 
that  he  left  the  premises  about  that  time  and  never  returned,  under 
any  pretense  of  residence,  afterwards.    This  evidence  consequently  also 
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shows,  that  a  material  part  of  the  testimony  given  by  O'Shaughnessy 
and  his  two  witnesses,  when  he  obtained  his  final  certificate  No.  1502, 
which  was  on  September  13, 1882,  was  false  and,  as  far  as  O'Shangh- 
nessy  was  concerned,  fraudulent.  Your  decision  of  June  16, 1885,  hold- 
ing for  cancellation  said  homestead  entry  No.  4279  is  therefore  affirmed. 

Mrs.  O'Shaughnessy  should  not  have  been  permitted  to  make  casli 
entry  while  the  contest  instituted  by  Lyons  was  still  pending  and  an- 
determined.    (See  Freise  v.  Hobson,  4  L.  D.,  580.) 

It  satisfactorily  appears  from  the  evidence  in  the  case  that  the  con- 
testant Gustus  Lyons,  some  time  during  the  winter  of  1880  and  1881, 
moved  with  his  family  on  to,  and  took  possession  of  the  land  in  con- 
troversy, and  that  up  to  the  time  hearing  was  had  in  the  aforesaid  contest 
case  he  had  continuously  resided  upon  and  cultivated  the  same;  that 
during  all  this  time  his  possession  of  said  land  was  open,  notorious, 
exclusive,  and  undisturbed,  and  that  he  has  during  this  time  made  val- 
uable improvements  thereon.  Lyons  has  now  also  successfully  con- 
tested and  procured  a  final  order  for  the  cancellation  of  the  O'Shangh- 
nessy  entr}'.  Under  these  circumstances,  section  two  of  the  act  of  June 
15, 1880,  confers  no  right  on  Mrs.  O'Shaughnessy  to  make  a  cash  entry 
on  the  land  in  controversy,  and  to  permit  her  to  do  so  was  error. 

Said  cash  entry  is  held  to  have  been  invalid,  and  is  ordered  to  be 
canceled. 


homestead  entry— com^vtation—beconsideratwn. 

Thomas  IS'ash. 

In  the  absonce  of  fraud  new  fiual  proof  may  be  snbmitted  within  the  lifetime  of  the 

original  entry. 
An  application  for  reconsideration  should  be  acted  upon  without  prejudice  to  rights 

recognized  by  the  first  decision. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  2,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Thomas  Nash  from  your  decision  of 
November  12, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  cash  and  homestead 
entry  on  the  E.  i  of  NB.  J  of  Sec.  9  and  the  W.  i  of  N  W.  J  of  Sec.  10,  T. 
153  N.,  R.  65  W.,  Devils  Lake,  Dakota  Territory. 

It  appears  that  Nash  made  H.  E.  November  2, 1883,  on  said  tract  and 
final  proof  October  1, 1884,  and  received  cash  entry  certificate  November 
14, 1884. 

On  July  11,  1885,  you  found  that  this  failure  to  make  payment  at 
time  of  proof  was  an  irregularity  and  also  that  only  one  of  the  adver- 
tised witnesses  testified  on  final  proof,  the  other  witness  being  another 
party.  Holding  this  latter  defect  to  be  fatal,  without  passing  upon  the 
sufficiency  of  the  proof,  you  rejected  the  same  and  allowed  Nash  sixty 
days  in  which  to  make  new  proof,  failing  in  which  his  entry  would  be 
canceled.    On  September  17,  1885,  Nash  asked  a  reconsideration  of 
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your  former  action ;  submitted  his  own  affidavit  showing  the  unavoida- 
ble absence  of  the  advertised  witnesses  and  forwarded  the  testimony  of 
Eugene  Coleman,  one  of  them. 

On  iN'ovember  12, 1885,  considering  this  application  of  Nash,  the  affi- 
davit of  Coleman,  and  also  the  further  fact  that  H.  C.  North,  of  this 
city,  had  filed  in  your  office  the  duplicate  receipt  for  Nash's  cash  entry, 
which  receipt  appeared  to  have  been  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  rec- 
order of  deeds,  of  Eamsey  county,  Dakota,  on  same  day  certificate  was 
issued,  yon  were  of  the  opinion  that  claimant  had  '^attempted  to  perpe- 
trate a  fraud,"  and  you  held  his  cash  and  homestead  entry  for  cancella- 
tion. 

On  his  appeal  Nash  has  filedhisownaffidavitand  those  of  all  the  adver- 
tised witnesses  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  cause  of  their  absence  on 
the  appointed  day ;  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  showing  his  entire  good 
faith  in  the  premises.  In  determining  the  case  I  have  not  thought 
proper  to  consider  these  affidavits. 

I  approve  your  action  of  July  2,  1885,  suspending  the  entry  and  re- 
jecting the  proof  therein,  because  the  testimony  submitted  was  not  that 
of  two  witnesses  whose  names  had  been  advertised,  but  of  one  adver- 
tised and  one  substituted  witness.  See  case  of  Frances  M.  Cull,  5  L. 
D.,  348. 

But  inasmuch  as  no  fraud  was  then  found  by  you,  the  en  try  man  was 
entitled  to  submit  proof  anew  at  any  time  during  the  lifetime  of  his  en- 
try and  should  not  have  been  restricted  to  sixty  days,  as  was  done. 
See  Henry  B.  May's  case,  4  L.  D.,  557. 

The  claimant  also  had  a  right  to  ask  for  a  reconsideration  of  your 
said  decision,  which  it  thus  appears  was  erroneous,  and  his  application 
should  have  been  acted  upon,  without  prejudice  to  his  rights  under  the 
first  decision. 

I  see  nothing  in  the  papers  with  which  he  accompanied  that  applica- 
tion to  show  fraud  in  connection  with  his  entry  or  the  making  of  his 
proof.  He  did  that  which,  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  law,  and  bad 
advice,  he  thought  was  right;  and  which  the  register  and  receiver  ap- 
proved, which  approval  was  not  obtained  from  them  through  any  de- 
ception or  misrepresentation.  Nor  does  the  fact  that  his  duplicate 
receipt  was  recorded  the  same  day  necessarily,  of  itself,  militate  against 
his  good  faith.  If  he  had  sold  the  land  on  that  day,  he  would  only  have 
done  that  which  in  the  case  of  Myers  v.  Croft  (13  Wall.,  295),  the  su- 
preme court  said  was  a  proper  transaction  not  prohibited  by  law.  That 
such  sale  or  a  mortgage  of  the  property  had  been  made  did  not  then 
appear. 

On  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case  I  reverse  your  action  holding 
said  entries  for  cancellation,  suspend  the  cash  entry,  reject  the  final 
proof  submitted  and  direct  that  the  claimant  be  allowed  further  time 
and  opportunity  during  the  lifetime  of  said  entry,  within  which  to  make 
proof  anew,  in  accordance  with  law,  showing  compliance  therewith. 
2278  DEC 39 
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F12^AL  PROOF— RES  JUDICATA, 

George  A.  Brock. 

Ad  expression  of  opinion  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office  as  to  the 
validity  of  an  entry  pending  before  the  local  office  is  not  such  a  decision  as  will 
preclude  said  Commissioner,  or  his  successor,  from  a  full  examination  of  the  case 
when  reached  in  its  regular  order. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  5, 1887, 

In  the  matter  of  George  A.  Brock's  pre-emption  cash  entry  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Laud  Office  rejected  the  final  proof,  upon  the 
ground  that  six  mouths  residence  had  not  been  proven,  which  decision 
was  affirmed  by  the  Department  October  30,  1886,  and  claimant  was 
reqaired  to  make  new  proof  within  ninety  days  from  notice  of  said  de- 
cision. 

A  motion  for  review  of  said  decision  is  made,  upon  the  ground  that 
final  proof  in  said  case  was  allowed  by  Commissioner  McFarland  July 
31, 1883,  which  fact  was  not  known  to  the  Secretary  when  said  decision 
of  October  30,  1886,  was  rendered,  and  that  the  Commissioner  has  no 
power  to  review  the  action  of  his  predecessor. 

From  this  decision  of  July  31, 1883,  above  referred  to,  it  appears  that 
the  register  and  receiver  transmitted  the  final  proof  of  Brock  to  the 
General  Land  Office  without  passing  upon  the  same.  The  Commissioner 
returniugjthe  record  to  the  local  office  said :  "  I  think  the  entry  should 
be  allowed.  The  proof  is  herewith  returned  with  directions  to  allow  the 
same.  In  transmitting  the  entry,  you  are  requested  to  file  therewith 
your  certificate  of  publication  of  notice  omitted  from  the  papers." 

As  all  questions  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  final  proof  must  be  decided 
by  the  register  and  receiver  before  transmitting  the  same  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  this  expression  as  to  the  validity  of  the  entry  and  the 
direction  to  the  register  and  receiver  is  not  such  a  final  decision  as  to 
prevent  the  question  from  being  considered  by  the  same  Commissioner 
or  any  succeeding  Commissioner,  when  the  case  is  subsequently  trans- 
mitted by^the^register  and  receiver  with  their  decision  thereon.  While 
Oomtnissioner^McFarland  might  have  adhered  to  the  view  exi)ressedby 
him  in  hisjetter  of  July  31,  1883,  yet  when  the  case  was  reached  in  its 
order  after  decision  by  the  register  and  receiver,  it  would  have  been 
acted  upon  as  if  no  decision  had  been  made  thereon. 

"The  issuance  of  final  certificate  on  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  will  not  preclude  his  successor  from  order- 
ing a  hearing  as  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  while  it  is  yet  pending  in  his 
office."     (Robert  Hall  et  al^  5  L.  D.,  174). 

The  motion  is  denied. 
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NOTICE  BY  PUBLICATION— POSTING— JURISDICTION. 

Kelly  v.  GBAMENa. 

Notice  by  publication  includes  posting  of  notice  upon  the  land  in  contest,  and  if  sach 
posting  is  omitted  the  notice  is  incomplete,  and  jarisdiction  is  not  acquired. 

The  record  must  show  affirmatively  all  matters  of  notice  requisite  to  confer  juris- 
diction. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commusioner  SjparhSj  May  5, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  Kelly  v,  Fred.  Grameug  on  appeal 
from  your  office  decision,  dated  December  15, 1885,  adverse  to  Grameng. 

It  appears  that  appellant  on  September  5, 1885,  made  homestead  en- 
try, M'o.  2096,  on  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  13,  T.  32,  R.  46,  Valentine,  Nebraska; 
that  on  the  16th  of  April,  1885,  Kelly  initiated  contest  against  said 
entry  charging  abandonment;  that  hearing  was  ordered,  the  notice  pre- 
scribing that  the  testimony  be  taken  May  20, 1885,  before  H.  T.  Tingle^ 
IT.  S.  conrt  commissioner,  and  requiring  appearance  at  the  local  office 
June  3, 1885,  to  respond  and  furnish  testimony  concerning  the  alleged 
abandonment.  Testimony  was  taken  before  the  TJ.  S.  commissioner 
on  the  date  first  named.  No  testimony  was  offered  in  behalf  of  con- 
testee. 

The  record  thus  made  was  duly  transmitted  to  the  local  office,  but 
action  was  not  there  taken  in  the  case  until  September  23, 1885,  when 
the  contest  was  dismissed,  the  following  endorsement  being  made  in 
pencil  by  the  receiver  on  the  back  of  the  affidavit  of  contest : 

^<  Dismissed  for  the  reason  that  contestant  has  furnished  no  evidence 
of  posting  notice  on  land — 30  days  time  given  contestant  to  appeal." 

Underneath  this  is  the  entry  apparently  made  in  a  different  hand — 
"  Parties  notified  same  day.'' 

No  appeal  having  been  filed,  the  local  office,  by  letter  of  November 
5, 1885,  transmitted  the  papers  to  your  office,  which,  upon  inspection 
of  the  record,  found  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  notice  of  contest 
had  been  posted  on  the  land. 

Your  office,  however,  proceeded  to  examine  the  testimony  in  the  case, 
and  concluded  as  a  re.siilt  of  said  examination  that  the  claimant  had 
abandoned  the  land,  mu\  that  liis  entry  should  be  canceled.  From  that 
decision  claimant  is  now  Iirn;  on  iip]K*al,  «iverriug  that  on  the  day  set 
for  trial  he  made  a  special  appraranct*  an«l  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss,  for 
the  reason  that  contestant  <lul  not  snbmir  )iroi»i'  that  he  complied  with 
rule  14  of  practice,  in  relation  to]>o.slin;r  notice  npon  the  tract.  He 
also  refers  to  the  fact  uf  contestiini^fi  failnrc  to  ajipoal  from  the  action 
of  the  local  office. 

I  find  among  the  papers  nn  ai)ii1ieation.  made  by  contestant  Decem- 
ber 10,  1885,  under  oath,  and  filed  in  >onr  offie^^  December  18,  1885, 
three  days  after  the  deci^iion  aiipealed  from  \va8  rendered,  setting  forth 
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that  he  did  post  the  required  notice  on  the  tract  aboat  thirty  days  prior 
to  the  day  of  hearing,  but  that  he  had  neglected  to  set  out  that  fact  in 
the  testimony ;  also  that  he  had  no  notice  of  the  dismissal  of  the  con- 
test by  the  local  office.  On  these  statements  he  at  the  time  of  making 
them  asked  a  review  of  the  testimony  or-  a  new  hearing. 

To  this  your  office  replied  by  letter,  dated  January  7, 1886,  to  the 
register  and  receiver,  that  as  the  entry  had  been  by  letter  of  December 
15, 1885,  held  for  cancellation  for  abandonment,  the  consideration  of 
said  application  for  review  and  rehearing  was  unnecessary. 

From  the  ibregoiug  it  appears  that  the  sole  question  raised  by  the 
appeal  under  consideration  is  that  of  jurisdiction  to  decide  the  case  on 
its  merits  under  the  charge  of  abandonment  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
of  complete  notice,  as  required  by  the  rules  of  practice,  it  being  admit- 
ted by  contestant  that  he  omitted  to  furnish  evidence  of  the  posting  of 
notice  of  contest  ui»on  the  land  in  controversy,  tiiough  he  states,  and 
furnishes  corroborating  affidavits,  that  he  did  as  a  matter  of  fact  post 
the  notice  as  required  by  the  rules. 

In  my  judgment  ;our  office  erred  in  passing  upon  the  testiinouy 
taken  pursuant  to  the  order  for  a  hearing,  it  not  appearing  affirmatively 
that  the  local  office  erred  in  finding  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  the 
posting  of  notice  of  contest  upon  the  land. 

Kotice  by  publication  includes  the  posting  of  notice  upon  the  land 
in  contest,  and  if  such  posting  is  omitted,  the  notice  is  incomplete. 
''The  praper  basis  for  an  order  of  publication,  the  publication  by  ad- 
vertisement, the  sending  of  copy  by  registered  letter,  and  the  posting 
of  copy  on  the  laud,  are  all  constituent  and  essential  parts  of  'notice  by 
publication';  and  the  absence  of  any  one  of  these  essentials  makes  in- 
operative the  efficacy  of  the  others,  if  the  defect  be  not  waived."  Parker 
V,  Castle  (4  L.  D  ,  84),  and  cases  cited. 

In  this  view  of  the  question  presented,  your  office  was  without  juris- 
diction to  decide  the  case  on  the  testimony  submitted,  it  not  appearing 
from  the  record  that  due  and  comi)lete  notice  had  been  given.  The  ex- 
parte  affidavits  filed  since  the  decision  by  the  local  office  and  your  office 
(and  without  notice  to  contestee),  to  the  effect  chat  as  a  matter  of  fact 
a  copy  of  the  notice  of  contest  was  posted  on  the  land  as  required  by 
the  rules,  can  not  be  accepted  as  completing  the  record  so  as  to  uow 
give  jurisdiction  to  pass  upon  the  testimony. 

The  allegations  and  the  facts  in  the  case  are  such,  however,  as  iu  my 
opinion  to  warrant  a  compliance  with  contestant's  request  that  a  rehear- 
ing be  granted. 

Your  office  decision  is  modified  accordingly  and  you  will  direct  tliat  a 
new  hearing  be  ordered,  based  upon  the  affidavit  of  contest  already  on 
file,  after  due  notice  as  required  by  the  rules  of  practice.  Upon  the 
record  thus  made  the  register  and  receiver  will  make  their  finding,  sub- 
ject to  appeal  as  in  other  cases. 
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private  claim—supervisory  jurisdiction, 

Lettbieus  Aleio. 

Ordinarily  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Secretary  should  be  invoked  by  appeal^ 
but  in  case  of  a  decision  rendered  without  jurisdiction  the  irregularity  may  be 
corrected  in  a  more  summary  manner. 

The  character  of  the  claim  being  res  judicata,  and  not  in  issue  before  the  General 
Land  Office,  its  decision  thereon  is  without  warrant  and  of  no  effect. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  5, 1887. 

On  the  11th  of  February  last  A.  E.  Sompayrac,  by  his  counsel,  Messrs. 
Denver  and  Zachry,  of  this  city,  filed  in  the  Department  an  applica- 
tion invoking  the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
in  the  matter  of  the  execution  by  you  of  departmental  decision,  dated 
September  17, 1886  (5  L.  D.,  158),  involving  the  scrip  claim  of  Lettrieus 
Alrio.  This  application  was  accompanied  by  your  letter,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 4tli  last,  addressed  to  said  attorneys,  in  which  you  state  that  by 
decision  dated  January  31st  preceding,  you  had  declined  to  issue  cer- 
tificates of  location  on  this  claim  under  the  general  scrip  act  of  June  2, 
1858  (11  Stat.,  294).  The  application  alleges  that  since  said  departmental 
decision  became  final,  you  have  concluded  that  the  claim  of  Alrio  is 
not  a  confirmed  private  land  claim  within  the  meaning  of  said  general 
scrip  act,  and  that  acting  upon  such  conclusion  you  have  refused  to  sign 
and  deliver  scrip  to  said  Sompayrac  until  that  question  can  be  decided 
by  the  Department  on  another  appeal ;  that  your  said  conclusion  is  not 
based  upon  any  new  facts  in  the  case  or  upon  any  suspicion  of  fraud 
or  irregularity,  but  solely  upon  a  point  of  legal  construction  growing 
out  of  the  record  as  considered  by  the  Department  when  the  former 
decision  was  rendered;  that  in  this  matter  you  are  acting  beyond  your 
jurisdiction  and  are  opening  up  a  case  which  has  become  res  adjudioata; 
and  that  because  of  ^*  such  a  palpable  wrong  and  evasion  of  duty  " 
the  supervisory  authority  of  the  Secretary  is  invoked. 

February  I2th  these  papers  were  referred  to  you  for  consideration 
and  early  report,  and  under  date  of  February  21,  you  submitted  a  re- 
port in  the  matter,  and  the  same  has  been  considered  in  connection  with 
the  former  record  material  to  the  question  now  in  issue. 

The  main  question  in  issue  when  the  decision  of  September  17th  last 
was  rendered  was  as  to  which  of  two  parties,  to  wit :  Mrs.  H.  W.  Rey- 
nolds and  A.  B.  Sompayrac,  was  entitled  to  receive  certificates  of  loca- 
tion on  this  Alrio  claim.  Airs.  Reynolds  was  claiming  under  and  by 
virtue  of  certain  proceedings  having  as  an  initial  point  the  alleged  sale 
of  this  claim  by  Alrio  in  1837  ]  and  Sompayrac  based  his  title  upon  the 
proceedings  of  a  succession  sale  of  the  effects  of  the  then  deceased  con- 
firmee, had  in  1882.  Your  office  by  decision  of  July  25,  1884  (3  L.  D., 
44),  had  refused  to  authenticate  said  scrip  and  deliver  the  same  to  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  because  of  certaiti  defects  in  her  chain  of  title,  and  had  de- 
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nied  Sompayrac's  claim  because  of  the  ruliug  in  relatioD  to  succession 
sales  in  Louisiana,  as  found  in  the  case  of  Joshua  G-arrett  (7  G.  L.  O., 
55).  That  decision  was  considered  final  as  to  Sompayrac,  but  not  as  to 
Mrs.  Reynolds,  and  she  did  not  appeal  from  it.  Sompayrac,  however, 
did  appeal,  and  his  appeal  brought  up  the  entire  record  in  the  case 
in  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  establish  a  prima  facie  right  to  the  scrip 
herein.  His  appeal  was  sustained,  said  ^<  Garrett"  case  was  overruled, 
and  the  whole  record  in  the  case  was  returned  to  you  in  order  that  you 
might  render  a  final  decision  as  to  the  respective  rights  of  the  two 
parties.  Your  said  report  shows  that  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
in  said  departmental  decision  you,  on  the  11th  of  October,  18S6,  ren- 
dered a  decision  denying  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Reynolds  in  the  premises 
and  recognizing  said  Sompayrac  as  the  legal  representative  of  Let- 
trieus  Alrio,  and  therefore  entitled  to  receive  the  scrip  issued  in  satis- 
faction of  the  claim  under  consideration.  It  further  appears  that  Mrs. 
Reynolds  took  no  appeal  from  this  last  mentioned  decision  against  her, 
and  that  the  same  has  now  become  final.  You  further  assign  as  a  rea- 
son for  your  said  decision  of  January  31st  last,  declining  to  authenti- 
cate said  scrip  and  deliver  it  to  A.  E.  Sompayrac,  the  fact  that  in  the 
matter  of  the  scrip  claim  of  Elias  Blunt,  a  claim,  as  you  state,  origi- 
nally similar  to  that  of  Alrio,  you,  under  date  of  January  11th  last, 
rendered  a  decision  adverse  to  the  scrip  applicants  therein,  holding 
that  it  was  not  a  '^  private  land  claim  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  third 
section  of  the  general  scrip  act  of  1858 ;  and  that  as  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  cases  in  the  same  class  and  confirmed  by  the  same  act  of  Con- 
gress awaiting  adjustment,  it  seemed  *'  proper  that  they  should  receive 
equal  treatment  upon  any  issue  common  to  all."  And  you  suggest  that 
in  your  opinion  depar};mental  decision  of  September  17, 1886,  and  yours 
of  October  11,  following,  "  were  conclusive  upon  the  questions  of 
title  to  the  inchoate  claim  of  Alrio,  as  between  Sompayrac  and  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  but  not  conclusive  of  all  questions  between  those  parties 
and  the  United  States."  You  further  assert  that  you  have  not  declined 
to  carry  said  departmental  decision  into  effect  and  are  not  evading  duty 
as  charged  against  you  by  counsel  for  petitioner,  but  that  on  the  con- 
trary your  action  in  this  matter  is  proper,  legal  and  within  the  scope 
of  your  authority  and  jurisdiction ;  and  you  suggest  therefore  that  the 
petitioner  herein  should  seek  his  remedy  by  appeal  from  your  said  de- 
cision of  January  31st  last,  instead  of  by  the  present  application. 

As  already  stated,  the  question  upon  which  you  have  suspended  the 
authentication  and  delivery  of  scrip  to  said  Sompayrac  in  the  caae 
under  consideration  is  whether  the  claim  of  Alrio  is  a  ''  x)rivate  land 
claim,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  general  scrip  act  of  1858.  If  that 
question  has  not  been  finally  settled  so  far  as  the  Department  is  con- 
cerned, then  your  position  in  this  case  is  correct ;  but  if  that  question 
has  already  been  finally  settled — has  passed  in  rem  judicatam — then, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  your  position  in  this  case  is  untenable,  and  the 
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application  of  petitioner  should  be  granted.  That  this  question  had 
been  considered  as  linally  settled  for  now  more  than  six  years,  by  your 
office,  by  the  Department,  and  by  all  parties  in  the  case,  until  your  said 
decision  of  January  31st  last,  cannot  be  questioned. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1881,  your  office,  reviewing  and  revoking  its 
former  decision  of  April  15,  1880,  which  had  held  for  cancellation  the 
scrii)  issued  by  the  surveyor-general  of  X^ouisiana  November  2, 1876,  on 
the  claim  under  consideration,  held  as  follows : 

According  to  the  best  evidence  obtainable  by  this  office,  and  as  set 
forth  in  my  decision,  this  claim  has  never  been  located  pursuant  to  law 
and  instructions,  nor  satisfied  in  any  manner. 

As  it  had  been  neither  located  nor  satisfied  at  the  date  of  approval  of 
the  general  scrip  act  of  June  2, 1858, 1  am  of  the  opinion,  after  due  con- 
sideration of  the  phraseology  of  said  act,  that  the  legal  representatives 
of  the  deceased  confirmee  are  entitled  to  indemnity  with  certificates  of 
location  to  the  extent  of  the  confirmation. 

Here  then  is  a  decision  of  your  office  made  upon  careful  consideration 
and  mature  deliberation  holding  that  scrip  should  issue  on  this  claim  in 
favor  of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased  confirmee,  thus  recog- 
nizing it  as  a  confirmed  private  land  claim  within  the  meaning  of  the 
third  section  of  the  general  scrip  act  of  June  2,  1858 ;  which  decision 
not  only  stands  unreversed  in  terms  to-day,  but  has  been  followed, 
acted  upon,  and  taken  as  the  basis  of  all  subsequent  proceedings  in  the 
case  until  your  said  decision  of  January  31st  last.  This  is  clear  from 
an  examination  of  the  records  of  your  office.  In  the  decision  of  July  25, 
1884  {6uj^ra)j  I  find  the  following  paragraphs  relative  to  this  question : 
''It  (the  Alrio  claim)  was  confirmed  by  the  act  approved  May  24,  1828 
(6  Stat.,  382),  and  has  not  been  located  in  place  by  the  United  States  or 
otherwise  satisfied."  And  again  speaking  of  the  scrip  in  question  which 
had  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  said  decision  of  February  26,  1881,  the 
same  scrip  lehich  is  now  pending  for  authentication^  it  is  said :  ''  Under 
date  of  March  9, 1881,  you  (the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana)  prepared 
and  transmitted  new  certificates  of  the  same  designations,  upon  the  en- 
graved  form,  which  are  pending  for  authentication  simply  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  legal  proprietorship  therein.^  Again,  speaking  of  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds's alleged  title,  it  is  said,  ^'There  are  links  missing  in  the  chain  of 
title  presented  by  Mrs.  Reynolds;  otherwise,  the  scrip  in  question 
might  have  been  approved  and  delivered  to  her  long  since."  In  the 
departmental  decision  of  September  17,  1886  (supra),  this  claim  is 
spoken  of  as  a  '^  private  land  claim;"  and  again  it  was  said  therein,  ^^It 
is  conceded  that  the  claim  of  Lettrieus  Alrio  has  been  confirmed,  that 
it  is  yet  nniocated,  and  that  certificates  of  location  under  the  act  of  1858 
are  due  to  his  legal  ri^presentative." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  question  you  now  raise  has  been  finally  settled 
and  is  forever  at  rest  here,  in  so  far  as  the  present  case  is  concerned. 
After  said  departmental  decision  the  only  question  left  open  for  decision 
hy  you  was  as  to  which  of  the  two  claimants,  Mrs.  Reynolds  or  Som- 


616  DECISIONS   RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

payrac  was  entitled  to  receive  the  scrip  in  this  case ;  and  when  your 
decision  of  October  11, 1886  in  favor  of  Sompayrac  became  final  for 
want  of  appeal,  there  was  nothing  remaining  in  the  case  for  yon  to  ad- 
judge. There  remained  simply  the  mere  ministerial  dnty  of  signing  the 
scrip  and  delivering  it  to  said  Sompayrac  or  his, duly  accredited  agents 
or  attorneys. 

I  agree  with  yon  in  the  general  proposition  of  law,  that  cases  of  the 
same  kind  and  character  should  receive  equal  treatment  up(m  any  issue 
common  to  all.  But  that  question  does  not  enter  into  this  case ;  for  here 
the  issue  that  you  seek  to  bring  into  the  case,  and  which  may  possibly 
be  in  the  other  cases  you  mention  that  are  not  yet  acyudf cated,  has  been 
finally  settled  by  former  adjudications.  It  is  in  this  case  res  adjudicaf^i. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  new  evidence  has  been  discovered,  or  that 
any  fact  now  presents  itself  which  was  not  in  the  record  when  the  former 
adjudications  were  had ;  but  simply  that  your  attention  has  but  recently 
been  called  to  the  case,  and  that  in  your  opinion  the  former  adjudica- 
tions were  erroneous.  Admitting  for  the  sake  of  the  inquiry  all  that  is 
stated  in  your  behalf,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  your  said  decision  of  Jan- 
uary 31st  last  was  unwarranted,  and  is  therefore  null  and  void. 

It  is  a  principle  of  administrative  practice  which  has  been  followed 
and  acted  upon  in  all  the  executive  departments  of  the  government 
during  the  entire  period  of  its  existence  that  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or 
mistake,  a  matter  finally  settled  by  the  head  of  a  Department,  acting 
within  the  scope  of  his  authority  and  jurisdiction,  is  to  be  considered 
final  so  far  as  the  executive  is  concerned,  and  is  not  afterward  to  beset 
aside  or  reopened.  2  Ops.,  3 ;  13  ib.,  387  and  cited  opinions ;  and  13 
ib.,  208. 

Ordinarily,  as  suggested  by  you,  an  appeal  would  be  the  proper  rem- 
edy to  be  employed  to  invoke  the  superior  authority  of  the  Secretary 
in  any  matter;  but  where a^ decision  is  rendered  by  your  office  without 
jurisdiction  to  adjudge,  the  irregularity  may  then  be  corrected  in  a  more 
summary  manner. 

Without  at  present  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion sought  to  be  raised  by  you,  and  involved  asyoustatein  the <*  Blunt  ^ 
case  (supra),  and  entertaining  the  views  hereinbefore  stated  at  length, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  your  said  decision  of  January  3Ist  last  in  thLs 
case  was  unwarranted  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  aside,  and  you  will 
authenticate  the  scrip  in  question  and  deliver  it  to  said  Sompayrac,  or 
his  duly  accredited  agents  or  attorneys. 


Eaxage  v.  Central  Pac.  R.  R.  Co. 

Motion  f©r  review  of  decision  rendered  December  14,  1886  (5  L.  D., 
274),  denied  by  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  May  5,  1887. 
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private  land  claim^act  june  2,  1858. 

Ellas  Blunt, 

claim  to  land  in  Florida  and  Loaisiana,  based  apon  occnpation,  habitation,  and  onl- 
tivatiou,  nnder  the  former  government  in  sovereignty  over  the  oonntry,  is  a  pri- 
vate land  claim,  and  included  within  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the 
act  of  June  2, 1858. 

A  title  resting  on  soch  basis  is  of  the  same  validity  and  efficacy  as  one  founded  on 
a  written  permission  to  settle,  or  order  of  survey,  or  as  any  incomplete  title. 

In  the  case  of  a  private  claim  owned  by  different  parties  where  the  interests  therein 
are  separate,  divisible,  and  determinate,  scrip  may  issue  to  any  one  of  the  owners 
to  the  amount  of  his  determined  interest  therein. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparlcs^  May  5, 1887. 

The  narrow  strip  of  coantry  in  Loaisiana  adjacent  to  Texas,  known 
as  the  ''  neutral  territory,"  having  been  finally  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  date  February  22,  1819  (8  Stat., 
252),  Congress,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823  (3  Stat.,  756),  passed  an  act 
providing  for  the  examination  of  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  that 
territory. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  provided  that  said  tract  of  country  should 
be  attached  to  the  land  district  south  of  Bed  Eiver ;  and  the  register 
and  receiver  of  that  district,  among  other  things,  were  required : 

To  receive  and  record  all  evidences  of  claim,  founded  on  occupation, 
habitation  and  cultivation,  designating  particularly  the  time  and  man- 
ner in  which  each  tract  was  occupied,  inhabited,  or  cultivated  prior  to, 
and  on,  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  and  the  continuation  thereof  subse- 
quent to  that  time,  with  the  extent  of  the  improvement  on  each  tract, 
etc. 

The  second  section  provided  : 

That  the  register  and  receiver  as  aforesaid  shall  transmit  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  complete  record  of  all  the  claims  presented  to 
them  under  this  act,  and  this  evidence  appertaining  to  each  claim,  and 
shall  also  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an 
abstract  containing  the  whole  number  of  claims  in  four  distinct  classes, 

the  third  class  shall  consist  of  claims  founded  on  habitation, 

occupation,  or  cultivation,  previous  to  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  and 
the  manner  which  would  have  entitled  the  claimants  to  a  title  under  the 
government  exercising  tht^  sovereign  power  over  that  tra^it  of  country, 
and  which  in  their  opinion  ought  to  be  confirmed,  etc. 

The  act  of  May  26, 1824  (4  Stat,  65),  is  supplementary  to  the  first 
mentioned  act,  merely  extending  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  reg- 
ister and  receiver. 

In  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  Southwestern  District 
of  Louisiana,  dated  at  Opelousas,  November  1,  1824,  the  claim  of  Elias 
Blunt,  3d  class,  No.  253,  among  others,  was  recommended  for  confir- 
mation in  the  following  language  : 

Elias  Blunt,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Landry,  assignee  of  Archibald  Smith, 
filed  his  notice,  claiming  by  virtue  of  inhabitation,  occupation,  and  cul- 
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tivation,  a  tract  of  land  situated  ou  the  west  bank  of  the  Quelqaeshue 
river,  at  a  place  called  Blunt's  ferry,  boanded  below  by  William  and 
Oeorge  Smith,  and  containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Then  follows  a  resame  of  the  evidence  supporting  the  claim,  and 
finally :  '<  We  are  of  opinion  this  claim  ought  to  be  confirmed;  and  in 
the  abstract  have  classed  it  with  claims  of  third  class."  American 
State  Papers,  Green's  Ed.,  Vol.  4,  pp.  71,  2  &  4. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  24,  1828  (6  Stat.,  382),  the 
claims  in  the  third  class  above,  (with  a  few  express  exceptions — that  of 
Blunt  not  being  among  the  exceptions,)  were  confirmed.  This  act  was 
entitled  ''An  act  to  confirm  claims  to  land  in  the  district  between  Bio 
'Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  founded  on  habitation  and  cultivation;''  and 
provided  in  the  first  section  thereof:  "  That  the  claims  to  land  founded 

on  habitation  and  cultivation, contained  in  the  third  class  of 

the  report  of  said  register  and  receiver  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed,"  etc.    The  second  section  provided  : 

That  the  confirmations  made  by  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend farther  than  to  a  relinquishment  of  title  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  claims  hereby  confirmed  shall  be  located  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  proper  land  ofiSce  in  conform- 
ity with  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public  surveys,  so  far  as  practica- 
ble, and  shall  include  the  improvements  of  the  claimants  respectively. 

In  1827,  before  the  government  surveys  had  been  extended  over  the 
township  in  which  this  claim  was  situated,  Elias  Blunt  sold  his  inchoate 
claim  and  laud  to  the  heirs  of  James  Ashworth,  deceased,  for  the  sum 
of  $500.  On  the  28th  of  December,  1852,  the  claim  was  located  under 
the  direction  of  the  register,  and  embraced  parts  of  sections  23,  24,  25, 
26,  35  and  36  in  T.  9  S.,  R.  9  W.,  Western  District  of  Louisiana,  aggre- 
gating according  to  the  township  survey  then  in  existence  nearly  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  It  appears,  however,  that  a  large  part  of  this 
location  had  been  approved  May  5, 1852,  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  as 
swamp  and  overflowed  land  under  the  grant  to  that  State  by  the  act  of 
1849.  Accordingly  a  relocation  of  the  claim  was  made  by  the  register 
and  receiver  June  22,  1886,  upon  the  former  tracts  not  embraced  in  the 
State  swamp  selection,  aggregating  221.23  acres,  situated  in  sections 
23,  24,  35,  and  36,  and  August  21,  1886,  patent  was  issued  for  such  re- 
location under  section  2447  of  the  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  same 
was  subsequently  delivered  to  the  appellants  in  this  case.  On  January 
20,  1883,  the  whole  claim  as  originally  located  (including  the  swamp 
selections)  was  sold  at  sherifiTs  sale  in  separate  tracts  as  the  result  of  a 
partition  suit,  Allen  J.  Perkins  and  William  B.  Norris  purchasing  the 
E.  i  of  the  E.  i  of  Sec.  26,  which  contained  163.28  acres.  This  tract 
having  been  approved  to  the  State  as  aforesaid,  Perkins  and  Norris, 
August  16,  1886,  applied  to  the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana  for  in- 
demnity certificates  of  location  under  the  act  of  June  2, 1858  (II  Stat, 
294),  who,  ou  the  21st  of  that  month,  denied  the  application  ou  the 
ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  office  practice  to  issue  scrip  for  only  a 
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portion  of  a  claim,  while  any  other  portion  also  remained  unsatisfied. 
Appeal  was  then  taken,  and  you,  by  decision  dated  January  11,  1887, 
also  rejected  the  application  on  two  grounds :  First,  That  the  claim 
was  not  a  private  land  claim  within  the  meaning  of  the  third  section  of 
the  general  scrip  act  of  1858,  but  onlj^  a  donation  ;  and  Second,  That 
even  if  it  be  a  private  land  claim,  indemnity  certificates  of  location  must 
be  refused  for  the  reason  assigned  by  the  surveyor-general.  Appeal 
was  then  brought  here  and  the  case  has  been  given  a  most  careful  con- 
sideration. Appellants  have  been  heard  orally  and  upon  brief.  This 
is  a  test  case  upon  both  points  of  objection  raised  by  you  against  the 
issuance  of  scrip,  and  the  decision  herein  will  practically  govern  a  num- 
ber of  other  cases  of  like  character. 

Exception  is  taken  to  both  grounds  upon  which  your  decision  is  based. 
The  third  section  of  the  act  of  1858,  under  the  provisions  of  which  relief 
is  asked,  concludes  as  follows : 

That  in  all  cases  of  confirmation  by  this  act,  or  where  any  private 
land  claim  has  been  confirmed  by  Congress,  and  the  same,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  has  not  been  located  or  satisfied,  either  for  want  of  a  specific 
location  prior  to  such  confirmation,  or  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  other 
than  a  discovery  of  fraud  in  such  claim  subsequent  to  such  confirma- 
tion, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor-general  of  the  district  in  which 
such  claim  was  situated,  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  such  claim  has 
been  confirmed,  and  that  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  remains  unsat- 
isfied, to  issue  to  the  claimant  or  his  legal  representatives,  a  certificate 
of  location  for  a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed  and  unsat- 
isfied ;  which  certificate  may  be  located  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  subject  to  sale  at  private  entry,  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre :  Provided^  That  such 
location  shall  conform  to  legal  divisions  and  subdivisions. 

After  quoting  this  part  of  the  act  of  1858  you  say :  "This  claim  can 
not  be  considered  a  private  land  claim,"  because  "  no  claim  to  any  writ- 
ten evidence  of  title  or  permission  to  settle  is  alleged.    Therefore  the 

confirmation is  a  donation  by  the  United  States  government  for 

six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,"  etc.  That  is  to  say,  you  hold  that 
there  can  be  no  private  land-claim  without  written  evidence  alleged  as 
the  origin  of  the  right.    In  this  I  think  you  err. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1823  (supra),  contemplates  no  such  distinction. 
It  treats  all  claims  in  the  first,  second  and  third  classes  as  "claims  to 
land,"  arranging  them  in  the  several  classes  merely  as  a  matter  of  con- 
venience. It  is  careful  to  say,  however,  that  no  claim  shall  be  included 
in  any  one  of  said  classes  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners, 
could  not  have  ripened  into  a  perfect  title  under  the  former  government 
in  sovereignty  over  this  country,  had  not  that  sovereignty  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States.  Therefore  the  measure  of  the  validity  of 
the  title  is  the  laws,  usages,  aud  customs  of  this  country  under  the 
Spanish  government.  The  standard  of  right  fixed  to  determine  the 
validity — the  legality  of  the  claims — ^is  found  in  those  laws,  usages  and 
customs  with  reference  to  this  territory. 
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Claim  is  defined  as :  <'  A  demand  as  of  right " — ^Worcester.  The  qaes- 
tion  for  consideration  thns  becomes,  had  these  claimants  snch  a  right 
ander  the  foreign  government  as  wonld  have  been  recognized  by  it  in 
case  they  had  soaght  to  perfect  their  titles.    I  think  they  had. 

It  is  well  settled  that  the  term  grmit  in  the  Louisiana  and  Florida 
treaties  comprehends  not  only  those  which  are  made  in  form,  bat  also 
any  concession,  warrant,  order  or  permission  to  snrvey,  settle  or  possess, 
whether  evidenced  by  vyriting  or  parol  orpreaumedfrom  possession,  Strother 
V.  Lucas  (12  Pet.,  410,  Sanchez  v,  Gonzales  (II  Martin,  207),  Le  Blanc 
V.  Viator  et  al.  (3  La.  Gon'd,  830),  Landry  v.  Martin  et  al.  (15  La.,  I), 
and  White's  Becopilaciou,  Vol.  2,  pp.  228, 244  and  691.  It  is  likewise  well 
settled  that  under  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  above  referred  to  these 
imperfect  titles — thsse  claims — were  suffered  by  the  government  to  de- 
scend by  inheritance,  were  transferrible  by  private  bargain,  either  by 
written  instrument  or  by  parol,  and  when  the  case  required  were  seized 
on  execution  and  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts.  See  authorities  last 
cited.  And  the  confirmatory  act  of  1828  relinquishes  the  Federal  title, 
not  solely  because  the  claims  were  ''  founded  on  habitation  and  cultiva- 
tion,"  but  because  also  such  '^  habitation  and  cultivation,''  as  reported 
in  the  particular  case,  evidenced  the  fact  that  the  claimant,  had  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain  continued,  '^  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  title 
under"  that  government,  because  such  <' habitation  and  cultivation" 
gave  him  under  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  Spain  an  inchoate  title, 
which  was  protected  by  the  treaty  of  cession  and  the  laws  of  nations. 

A  legislative  confirmation  of  a  claim  to  land  is  a  recognition  of  the 
validity  of  such  claim,  and  operates  as  effectually  as  a  grant  or  quit- 
claim from  the  government.  Langdeau  v,  Hanes  (21  Wall.,  521),  Slidell 
V.  Grandjean  (111  U.  S.,  412).  The  acts  of  1823  and  of  1828  (supra) 
speak  of  these  claims  as  <^ claims  to  land" — that  is,  ^^a  demand  as  of 
right"  to  land;  and  they  have  always  been  so  considered  in  the  Land 
Department.  To  hold  then  that  they  are  not  *Mand  claims"  seems 
merely  a  play  upon  words  and  should  not  enter  into  judicial  considera- 
tion.   If  "  land  claimSj^  they  must  of  necessity  be  ^^private  land  claims." 

Your  definition  of  a  "private  land  claim"  wonld  seem  to  embrace  any 
claim  founded  on  written  evidence  of  title.  But  I  think  it  clearly  es- 
tablished by  the  authorities  heretofore  cited  that  a  title  based  on 
"occupation,  habitation  and  cultivation,"  under  the  former  government 
in  sovereignty  over  this  tract  of  country,  was  as  valid  and  of  as  moch 
efiicacy  as  one  based  upon  a  written  permission  to  settle,  an  order  of 
survey,  or  as  any  incomplete  title,  I  think  it  also  clearly  established  by 
those  same  authorities  that  these  claims  were  considered  and  treated  as 
private  property.  Hence,  when  confirmed,  they  were  not  donations  from 
this  government,  as  that  term  is  properly  understood  and  applied. 
For  a  donation  is  in  the  nature  of  a  gift,  and  is  never  predicated  of  any 
right  to  demand  existing  in  the  donee.  It  emanates  in  the  generosity 
of  the  donor  simply,  and  proceeds  purely  from  bounty  or  gratitude. 
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It  is  "A  transfer  of  the  title  to  property  to  one  who  receives  it  with- 
out paying  for  it."    (I  Bouv.,  501). 

Again,  the  whole  legislation  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  land 
claims  in  the  Louisiana  and  Florida  countries  recognized  and  treated 
claims  of  the  nature  of  these  Bio  Hondo  claims  as  ^'  private  land  claims," 
and  considered  them  on  the  same  footing  as  other  claims  based  on 
written  evidence  of  title.  See  the  Missouri  acts  of  July  9, 1832  (4  Stat., 
605),  March  2,  1833  (id.,  661),  July  4,  1836  (5  id.,  136) ;  June  2 ,  1858,  2d 
Sec.  (supra),  March  2,  1805  (2  id.,  324),  April  21,  1806  (id.,  390),  and 
March  3,  1807  (id.,  440). 

Further,  the  records  of  your  office  and  of  this  Department  abun- 
dantly show  that  claims  of  this  class  have  been  universally  considered  as 
*' private  land  claims"  within  the  meaning  of  the  general  scrip  act  of 
1858.  They  have  never  been  considered  as  anything  else.  See  par- 
ticularly letter  of  Commissioner  Drummond,  of  August  26,  1872  (Land 
Office  Report  for  1873,  p.  41),  in  which,  after  an  exhaustive  review  of 
the  subject,  he  concluded  that  the  settlement  claims  in  the  Greensbarg 
district  of  Louisiana — claims  inferior  to  the  class  here  under  considera- 
tion— were  within  the  purview  of  said  act  of  1858  The  records  of  your 
office  also  show  that  a  number  of  Eio  Hondo  claims  have  been  satisfied 
with  indemnity  scrip  under  the  act  of  1858.  Even  so  late  as  September 
17th  last,  the  Department  in  the  case  of  Lettrieus  Alrio  (5  L.  D.,  158), 
considered  a  claim  precisely  like  the  one  now  under  consideration  in 
this  particular  as  a '^private  land  claim"  within  the  meaning  of  the 
general  scrip  act.  This  question  was  then  considered  as  so  well  settled 
that  nothing  more  than  a  mere  statement  of  the  fact  was  deemed  nec- 
essary to  carry  its  conclusiveness. 

"Whenever  an  act  of  Congress  has,  by  actual  decision,  or  by  con* 
tinned  usage  and  practice,  received  a  construction  at  the  proper  depart- 
ment, and  that  construction  has  been  acted  on  for  a  succession  of  years, 
it  must  be  a  strong  and  palpable  case  of  error  and  injustice  that  would 
justify  a  change  in  the  interpretation  to  be  given  to  it."  2  Oi)in.,  558 ; 
4  id.,  470,  10  id.,  55 ;  Barnard  v,  Ashley  (18  How.,  43) ;  United  States 
V.  Philbrick  (120  tJ.  S.,  52,  and  cases  cited  therein).  For  the  foregoing 
reasons,  your  decision  upon  the  first  question  raised  by  the  appeal  is 
reversed. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  exception  to  your 
decision,  which  is  thus  assigned  : 

Ton  erred  in  denying  to  Alien  J.  Perkins  and  William  B.  Norris  in- 
demnity lands  under  the  act  of  June  2,  1S5S,  for  a  detenninaie  and  de- 
termined part  of  a  located  private  land  claim,  which  part  had  been  ad- 
versely disposed  of  by  the  United  States  prior  to  June  i,  1858,  on  the 
ground  that  the  owners  of  the  other  determinate  and  determined  parts 
had  not  joined  in  the  application  for  relief. 

Your  language  on  this  branch  of  the  case  is  as  follows : 

Persons  who  hold  under  the  confirmee  as  assignees,  devisees,  or  by 
operation  of  law,  are  legal  representatives,  and  as  such  have  an  un- 
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divided  interest  in  the  claims;  and  hence  scrip  cannot  issue  for  a  part 
of  the  claim,  but  must  issue  for  the  whole  quantity.  The.  question  of 
the  division  of  the  interests  must  be  settled  by  the  parties  between 
themselves.  Any  transfer  or  assignment  must,  as  the  interests  are  un- 
divided, be  made  by  all  the  parties.  ^ 

This  rule  of  your  office  appears  to  have  arisen  in  1872,  and  was 
adopted  apparently  on  the  score  of  convenience,  and  because  one  pas- 
sage in  the  act  seemed  to  indicate  such  rule  to  be  a  correct  one,  viz:  <<A 
certificate  of  location  for  the  quantity  of  land  equal  to  that  so  confirmed 
and  unsatisfied."  But  the  act  further  says  that  the  certificate  shall 
issue  ^^  to  the  claimant  or  his  legal  representatives."  Hence,  if  but  one 
certificate  for  the  whole  amount  is  to  issue  in  any  particular  claim,  the 
same  rigid  rule  of  construction  would  limit  its  issue  to  claims  presented 
by  a  single  claimant.  Whereas,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many  claims  were 
presented  to  the  Boards  of  Commissioners  by  two  or  more  claimants 
claiming  jointly.  <' It  is  a  well  settled  proposition,  that  in  legal  par 
lance  the  singular  embraces  the  plural  and  the  plural  the  singular.^ 
Oregon  Central  Bailroad  Company  (5  L.  D.,  549).  Further,  the  present 
practice,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  issue  this  indemnity  scrip  in  eighty 
acre  pieces  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  last  piece  to  embody  the  frac- 
tion called  for,  if  any,  in  the  particular  claim. 

But  the  interests  in  a  private  land  claim  owned  by  two  or  more  par- 
tie3  are  not  necessarily  indivisible.  One  may  own  by  purchase  one- 
third  of  the  claim,  another  one-half,  and  a  third  the  remainder.  Here 
the  interests  are  separate,  divisible  and  determined.  .And  I  can  see 
no  good  reason  on  principle  for  refusing  to  any  one  of  said  three  own- 
ers his  determined  share  of  scrip. 

,  It  appears  to  me  also  that  this  rule  is  capable  of  producing  hardship, 
and  will  often  defeat  a  statutory  right ;  as  in  the  particular  case  under 
consideration,  where  the  owners  of  a  determinate  and  determined  por- 
tion of  the  claim,  because  they  are  unable  to  ascertain  the  owners  of 
the  remaining  unsatisfied  portion  thereof,  are  refused  scrip  |6r  that 
reason.  This  is  clearly  against  tbe  spirit  of  the  remedial  act  of  1858, 
if  indeed  it  is  warranted  by  the  strict  letter  of  the  statute,  and  is  not 
founded  in  reason.  A  convenient  rule  of  office  ])ractice  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  defeat  a  light.  I  can  discover  no  harm  that  can  result 
to  the  government  from  a  change  of  this  rule.  Tbe  records  of  the  sur- 
veyor-general's office,  of  the  local  land  office,  and  of  your  office  are 
surely  sufficient  guarantees  against  the  issuance  of  scrip  a  second  time 
in  satisfaction  of  the  claim. 

The  case  of  United  States  v.  Watkins  et  al,^  arising  under  the 
kindred  act  of  June  21, 18G0  (12  Stat.,  So),  is  by  analogy  an  authority 
on  this  point.  In  that  case  there  had  been  a  grant  of  20,000  arpeu.<«  of 
land  by  the  Spanish  Intendant  to  one  Ramos,  who  three  days  after  said 
grant  conveyed  the  same  to  William  Simpson  and  John  Watkins  in 
undivided  moieties.  After  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1860,  the  heirs  of 
each  of   said  grantees  filed  a  petition  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  as 
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provided  by  said  act,  praying  for  a  confirmation  of  the  claim  and  for 
indemnity  lands  for  portions  of  said  claim  which  had  been  disposed  of 
by  the  United  States  under  the  general  land  law.  The  title  of  Simp- 
son's heirs  failed  ;  bat  that  of  Watkins's  heirs  was  held  sufficient,  and 
the  court  awarded  them  indemnity  certificates  of  location  for  their 
share  in  said  lands.    In  passing  upon  this  question  the  court  say  : 

The  fact  that  Simpson  and  Watkins  were  tenants  in  common  of  un- 
divided moieties  In  the  land,  can  produce  no  inconvenience  in  making  a 
decree  in  favor  of  Watkins's  heirs  for  one-half  of  the  amount  of  land  in 
controversy.  All,  or  nearly  all,  of  it  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  requisite  amount  of  certificates  of  location  can  be 
awarded  to  them  for  their  share  therein.  This  they  ask  and  h  is  equi- 
table and  just  that  they  should  have  it.    97  U.  S.,  223. 

To  the  same  effect  see  United  states  t?. Davenport  (15  How.,  1) ;  United 
States  V.  Patterson  (id.,  10),  and  United  States  v.  Lynde  (11  Wall.,  032). 
The  court  in  all  these  cases  proceeded  on  the  fundamental  principle  of 
law  that  remedial  statutes  are  to  be  liberally  construed. 

I  think  the  true  rule  in  relation  to  this  matter  should  be  that  when  an 
applicant  for  indemnity  certificates  of  location  shall  show  himself  to  be 
the  owner  of  a  determinate  and  determined  portion  of  a  confirmed  and 
unsatisfied  private  land  claim  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  1858,  he  should  receive  certificates  of  location  for 
that  part  of  said  claim  to  which  he  shall  show  himself  entitled.  Under 
this  rule,  Perkins  and  Norris,  the  present  applicants,  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive certificates  of  location  for  that  portion  of  the  original  claim  of 
Elias  Blunt  to  which  they  are  entitled.  This  interest  is  determined 
thus: 

They  purchased  the  E.  ^  of  the  E.  ^  of  Sec.  26,  amounting  to  163.28 
acres,  according  to  the  corrected  surveys.  The  lands  embraced  in  the 
old  location  aggregated  692.83  acres ;  but  of  these,  221.23  acres  have 
been  paten  tied'  to  the  claimants,  leaving  471.60  acres  of  said  location 
which  were  sold  at  the  sherifi:''s  sale  aforesaid,  but  which  went  to  the 
State,  under  the  swamp  land  grant.  The  deficit  due  the  claim  however, 
is  but  418.77  acres.  The  claimants,  therefore,  should  receive  scrip  not 
to  an  amount  equal  to  the  exact  area  of  the  subdivision  they  purchased, 
but  for  an  amount  which  will  bear  the  same  ratio  to  that  subdivision  as 
the  exact  deficit  due  the  claim  Umis  t»  tlit-  exact  area  of  the  subdivis- 
ions which  went  to  the  State  as  aloivsui  I.  Il.-ucis  we  have  the  propor- 
tions— 471.60  A.:  418.77  A.:  16.'J.l!.'>  A.:  llie  rt'qiii.Nit4<i  number  of  acres 
for  which  scrip  should  issue  to  sniil  I\M'kin^aml  Niirris«»r  141.01)  acres. 

You  will  therefore  direct  the  UiiinMl  Stut<*s  survt'y(>r-;:i»neial  I'ov  Loui- 
siana to  prepare  certificates  of  locitioii  in  rlhMisii.il  furm  to  tiic  amount 
of  144.90  acres,  under  said  act  of  IS.'iS,  wliic!^  wImmi  so  Lhsiu'iI,  you  will 
approve  and  authenticate,  and  deliver  tj  the  oluiai.uits  oc  their  duly  ac- 
credited agents  or  attorneys. 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 
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practice^appeal ;  settiement^act  of  may  14,  1880. 

Watts  v.  Forsyth. 

The  second  exception  to  rnle  4^:^  of  practice  is  only  applicable  when  it  appears  that 
the  decision  of  the  local  office  is  ''  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regalations,"  as 
to  rights  between  the  claimant  and  the  goveroment,  and  not  with  respect  to 
the  preference  rights  of  others. 

Under  the  rnles  of  practice  now  in  force  the  right  of  appeal  from  a  Commissioner's  de- 
cision, affirming  the  local  office,  is  lost  by  failare  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  local  office. 

The  settlement  of  a  homesteader  is  protected  by  the  act  of  May  14,  1880,  as  against 
other  and  later  settlers  for  the  period  of  three  months  only,  after  which  the  next 
settler  in  point  of  time,  who  has  complied  with  the  law,  takes  the  land. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Oommissumer  Sparks,  May  7, 1887. 

I  have  before  me  the  application  of  Thomas  Forsyth  for  oertiflcation 
of  the  record  ia  the  case  between  him  and  Francis  Watts,  which  in- 
volves the  SB.  J  of  the  SB.  4  of  Sec.  33 ;  S.  i  and  S  W.  \  of  the  SB.  J, 
Sec.  34,  T.  22  S.,  R.  143,  Tacaon,  Arizona  Territory. 

From  the  copies  of  yoar  office  decisions  accompanying  the  applica- 
tion the  following  facts  appear : 

The  township  plat  was  first  filed  February  22, 1877,  and  as  amended, 
March  6,  1884. 

November  6,  1884,  Forsyth  filed  his  preemption  declaratory  state- 
ment alleging  settlement  September  18,  1884,  and  on  December  15, 
1884,  Watts  made  homestead  entry.  On  the  showing  made  by  the 
parties,  your  office,  February  16,  1885,  ordered  a  hearing,  which  was 
had  April  23, 1885,  the  local  office  finding  in  favor  of  Watts.  From 
this  decision  Forsyth  took  no  appeal,  though  it  is  now  alleged  that  he 
instructed  his  attorney  so  to  do. 

August  13, 1886,  your  office,  acting  on  the  record  before  it,  affirmed 
the  decision  of  the  local  office  and  canceled  Forsyth's  filing. 

Appeal  having  been  filed  from  this  last  decision,  your  office  held, 
November  11, 1886,  that  the  right  to  be  heard  before  the  Department  on 
appeal  was  lost  through  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local 
office,  whereupon  this  application  was  made. 

It  is  conceded  by  the  applicant  that  the  decision  of  the  local  office 
under  Rule  48  of  practice  became  final  as  to  the  facts  for  want  of  appeal, 
but  it  is  insisted  that  uuder  the  second  clause  of  said  rule  your  office 
erred  in  not  reversing  the  local  office,  because  its  decision  was  "con- 
trary to  existing  laws  and  regulations." 

Bule  48  of  rules  of  practice  provides  "  In  case  of  a  failure  to  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers,  their  decision  will  be  considered 
final  as  to  th^  facts  in  the  case,  and  will  be  disturbed  by  the  Gominis- 
sioner  only  as  follows : "    ..... 

■ 

2.  "  Where  the  decision  is  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regulations." 

It  is  under  the  secoud  exception  to  the  rule  that  applicant  claims  the 
right  of  appeal  to  the  Department,  notwithstanding  his  failure  to  appeal 
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from  tbe  adverse  decision  of  the  local  office.  This  exception  to  the  rule 
18  only  applicable  when  it  appears  that  the  decision  of  the  local  ofBice 
is  contrary  to  existing  laws  and  regalations  as  to  the  right  of  the  entry- 
man  to  enter  the  land  in  question,  considered  solely  with  reference  to 
rights  between  the  government  and  the  entrymau,  and  not  with  refer- 
ence to  the  preference  rights  of  others.  Because  rule  43  should  be 
construed  with  r\^le  81,  as  amended  December  8,  1885  (4  L.  D.,  285), 
which  provides  that,  <'  No  appeal  shall  be  had  from  the  action  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  affirming  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers,  in  any  case  where  the  parties  adversely  affected  thereby 
shall  have  failed  after  due  notice  to  appeal  from  such  decision  of  said 
local  officers." 

Under  the  rules  of  practice  now  in  force,  it  is  very  clear  that  Forsyth 
would  be  barred  of  his  right  of  appeal  to  the  Department  by  reason  of 
his  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office.  But  at  the 
time  of  the  decision  of  the  local  office,  the  amendment  to  rule  81  had  not 
been  promulgated,  and  under  rule  48  his  failure  to  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  local  officers  only  estopped  him  from  denying  the  de- 
cision  of  the  local  officers  as  to  their  finding  of  facts,  but  did  not  de- 
prive him  of  his  right  to  have  his  case  properly  adjudicated,  according 
to  law  upon  the  facts  as  determined  by  the  local  officers,  and  upon 
error  committed  therein  by  the  Commissioner  to  have  said  error  re- 
viewed and  corrected  by  the  Secretary.  The  facts  decided  by  the  local 
officers  were  that  the  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  Febru- 
ary 22, 1877,  and  refiled  March  6, 1884.  That  Watts  settled  upon  and 
commenced  to  improve  the  land  in  January,  1884,  continuing  thereon 
until  the  hearing,  and  filed  hom*estead  entry  for  said  tract  December  15, 
1884.  That  Forsyth  filed  declaratory  statement  for  said  tract  Novem- 
ber G,  1884,  alleging  settlement  September  8, 1884,  and  that  he  is  an 
actual  settler  and  is  complying  with  the  law. 

The  failure  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  estopped 
Forsyth  from  controverting  their  finding  of  facts  upon  the  testimony 
submitted,  but  the  rights  of  parties  upon  the  facts  so  found  and  pre- 
sented is  a  pure  question  of  law  that  the  Commissioner  should  have 
properly  determined,  whether  appeal  had  been  taken  or  not,  and  For- 
syth's right  of  appeal  to  the  Department  to  have  any  error  committed 
therein  reviewed  and  corrected  can  not  be  questioned. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Watts  claims  under  a  homestead  entry,  and 
Forsyth  as  a  pre-emptor.  If  priority  is  accorded  Watts,  it  must  be  by 
virtue  of  his  settlement  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  May  14, 
1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  because  Forsyth  had  settled  and  filed  before  Watts 
made  entry.  But  the  settlement  of  a  homesteader  is  only  protected  by 
said  statute  as  against  other  and  later  settlers  for  the  period  of  three 
months,  after  which  the  next  settler  in  point  of  time,  who  has  complied 
with  the  law,  takes  the  land.  Section  2205  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
The  evidence,  as  stated,  shows,  however,  that  Watts  was  occupying  the 
2278  DEC 40 
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laotl  eveu  before  the  auieucled  tx)WLisliip  plat  was  filed  in  March,  1884, 
and  that  he  did  not  make  his  entry  until  the  December  following.  So 
that  he  was  clearly  outside  of  the  protection  accorded  by  said  act. 

It  is  apparent  therefore  on  the  case  as  now  presented,  that  it  was 
error  of  law  to  decide  that  Watts  was  entitled  to  the  land 5  and  that 
under  the  second  clause  of  rule  48,  although  Watts  did  not  appeal,  such 
decision  should  have  been  reversed  as  "contrary  to  existing  laws  and 
regulations."    Bushnell  v.  Burtt  (5  L.  D.,  212). 

The  Department  prior  to  December  8,  1885,  having  construed  rule 
48  as  allowing  appeals  from  the  Commissioner's  decision,  where  the 
decision  of  the  local  officers  upon  the  facts  found  was  evidently  con- 
trary to  law,  although  no  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
local  officers,  it  would  operate  as  a  great  hardship  to  apply  a  different 
construction  to  said  rule,  where  it  is  presumable  that  the  appellant  re- 
relied  upon  the  construction  that  then  prevailed.  (Brown  v.  Jefferson 
et  aly  1  L.  D.,  474.)  But  this  ruling  will  not  be  held  to  apply  to  any 
case  in  which  the  decision  of  the  local  office  was  rendered  subsequent 
to  December  8, 1885,  when  rule  81  was  so  amended  as  to  provide  that 
^<  no  appeal  shall  be  had  from  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  local  officers  in  any 
ease  where  the  party  or  parties  adversely  affected  thereby  shall  have 
failed  after  due  notice  to  appeal  from  such  decision  of  said  local  officers." 

The  application  is  therefore  granted,  and  you  will  please  certify  up 
for  my  examination  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 


NOTARY  rUBLIC-^CERTIFICATE  OF  OFFICIAL  CHARACTER, 

The  attestatioa  of  a  notary  public  to  the  execation  of  a  bondi  where  authorized,  im- 
ports  the  same  verity  as  the  attestation  of  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  record. 

The  certificate  showing  the  official  character  of  a  notary  public  should  be  made  by 
the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which  the  appointment  appears  of  record,  or  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  records  containing  such  appointment. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSy  April  5, 1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  transmitting  copy 
of  circular  of  instructions  for  the  execution  of  bonds. 

In  your  letter  5  ou  state  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  your  office  to 
accept  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  a  probate  court,  when  under  the 
seal  of  his  office,  as  being  a  sufficient  certificate  of  the  official  character 
of  a  notary  public,  and  submit  the  question  as  to  the  authority  of  clerks 
of  probate  courts  to  give  such  certificates  or  their  sufficiency  for  the 
purpose.  The  supposed  authority  for  the  existing  practice  of  your  of- 
fice is  found  in  the  eleventh  paragraph  of  the  circular  of  instructions, 
as  follows : 

"Whenever  any  acknowledgment  is  made  or  oath  taken  before  any 
officer  not  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  record,  the  official  character  and  stand- 
ing of  such  officer,  whether  notary  public,  justice  of  the  peace,  17.  S. 
commissioner,  or  other  officer  qualified  to  administer  oaths,  should  be 
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evidenced  by  the  formal  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  proper  court  of 
record  or  other  competent  authority.^' 

The  attestation  of  a  notary  public  to  the  execution  of  a  bond  (where 
such  attestation  is  authorized)  imports  the  same  verity  as  the  attesta- 
tion of  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  record.  For  this  reason,  if  certification  of 
the  authenticity  of  their  acts  is  required,  it  should  be  from  the  partic- 
ular official  who  alone  can  certify  to  such  character,  and  such  is  the 
rule  of  the  Department  prescribed  by  paragraph  11  of  circular  of  in- 
structions. 

The  certification  referred  to  can  not  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  any  court 
of  record,  but  must  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  proper  court  of  record, 
or  other  competent  authority :  that  is,  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which 
such  appointment  appears  of  record,  and  where  such  appointment  does 
not  appear  of  record  in  any  court,  then  by  other  competent  authority, 
such  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  other  officer  having  charge  of  the  rec- 
ords containing  such  appointment.  Under  this  rule  the  clerk  of  a  pro- 
bate court  is  not  competent  to  certify  to  the  authenticity  of  the  acts  of 
notaries  public  and  other  officials,  unless  the  appointment  of  such  of- 
ficials appear  of  record  in  the  court  of  which  he  is  clerk.  The  papers 
are  herewith  returned. 


SETTLERS  AND  PURCHASERS  WITHIN  THE  LIMITS  OF  THE  NORTHERN 

KANSAS  RAILROAD, 

ClECULAE.       , 

"I 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers,  April  30,  18S7. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  i)ro vision  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1887,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  settlers 
and  purchasers  of  lands  on  the  public  domain  in  the  States  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas:" 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativee  of  the  United  States  of  Amej'ica 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  persons  and  the  grant ees, 
beirs,  and  devisees  of  persons,  who,  under  tbe  bomestead,  pre-emption,  or  other  laws, 
settled  upon  or  purchased  lands  witbin  tbe  grant  made  by  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  for 
a  grant  of  lands  to  tbe  State  of  Kansas  to  aid  in  tbe  construction  of  tbe  Northern 
Kansas  Railroad  and  Telegrapb,"  approved  July  23, 1866,  and  to  wbom  patents  have 
been  issued  tberefor,  but  against  wbicb  persons  or  tbeir  grantees,  heirs,  or  devisees, 
decrees  bave  been  or  may  have  hereafter  be  rendered  by  the  United  States  circuit 
court  on  aeoount  of  tbe  priority  of  said  grant  made  in  tbe  act  above  entitled,  the  sum 
of  $250,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  required  for  said  purpose,  is  bereby  appro- 
priated :  Provided,  however,  That  no  part  of  said  sum  shall  be  paid  to  any  one  of  said 
parties  until  be  sball  bave  filed  witb  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  a  copy  of  tbe  said 
decree,  duly  certified,  and  also  a  certificate  of  tbe  judge  of  said  court  rendering  tbe 
same  to  the  effect  tbat  sucb  a  decree  was  rendered  in  bona  fide  controversy  between  a 
plaintiff  showing  title  under  tbe  grant  made  in  said  act  and  defendant  holding  the 
patent  or  holding  by  deed  under  tbe  patentee,  and  that  tbe  decision  was  in  favor  of 
tbe  plaintiff  on  the  ground  of  tbe  priority  of  tbe  grant  made  by  said  act  to  tbe  filing, 
settlement,  or  purchase  by  tbe  defendant  or  bis  grantor ;  and  said  claimant  shall  also 
file  witb  tbe  said  decree  and  certificate  a  bill  of  the  costs  in  such  case,  duly  certified 


628  DECISIONS   RELATING    TO   THE   PUBLIC   LANDS. 

by  the  jadge  and  clerk  of  said  court.  Thereapon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  adjnst  the  amount  due  to  each  defendant  on  the  basis  of  what  he 
shall  have  paid,  not  exceeding  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  the  tract,  his 
title  to  which  shall  have  failed  as  aforesaid,  and  the  costs  appearing  by  the  bill 
thereof  so  certified  as  hereinbefore  provided.  He  shall  then  make  a  requisition  upon 
the  Treasury  for  the  sum  found  to  be  due  to  such  claimant,  or  his  heirs  and  devisees 
or  assigns,  and  shall  pay  the  same  to  him,  taking  such  release,  acquittance,  or  dis- 
charge as  shall  forever  bar  any  further  claim  against  the  United  States  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  the  title  as  aforesaid :  Provided  further,  That  when  any  person,  his 
grantees,  heirs,  assigns,  or  devisees,  shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  that  his  case  is  like  the  case  of  those  described  in  the  preceding  por- 
tions of  this  act,  except  that  he  has  not  been  sued  and  subjected  to  judgment  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  and  that  he  has  in  good  faith  paid  to  the  person  holding  the 
prior  title  by  thb  grant  herein  referred  to  the  sum  demanded  of  him,  without  litiga- 
tion, such  Secretary  shall  pay  to  such  person  such  sum  as  he  has  so  paid,  not  exceed 
ing  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre,  taking  his  release  therefor  as  hereinbefore 
provided. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  only  apply  to  the  actual  bona  fide  set- 
tlers on  the  lands  herein  referred  to,  his  or  their  heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives, 
and  no  one  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benafits  of  this  act  for  compensation  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land:  Provided^  That  all  other  persons  whopor- 
chased  any  part  of  said  land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  the  money 
was  actually  paid  into  the  Treasury,  such  person,  his  heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representa- 
tives shall  bo  entitled  to  repayment  of  the  money  so  actually  paid  by  them. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  three  classes  of  i)ersons  are  entitled 
to  reimbursement,  viz: 

r.  All  persons,  their  grantees,  heirs,  and  devisees,  who  settled  upon 
or  purchased  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  in  question,  and  to 
whom  patents  have  been  issued,  but  against  whom  decrees  have  been 
or  may  hereafter  be  rendered  by  the  United  States  circuit  court  on  ac- 
count of  the  priority  of  the  railroad  grant. 

2.  Any  person,  his  grantees,  heirs,  assigns,  or  devisees,  who  shall 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  his  case 
is  like  those  of  the  class  above  described,  except  that  he  has  not  been 
sued  and  subjected  to  judgment,  and  that  he  has,  iu  good  faith,  without 
litigation,  paid  to  the  person  holding  the  prior  title  by  the  railroiid  gmnc 
the  sum  demanded  of  him. 

3.  Only  actual  and  bona  fide  settlers  on  the  land  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  sections,  their  grantees,  heirs,  representatives,  or  devisees,  are 
entitled  to  reimbursement  under  the  decree,  not  to  exceed  33.50  per  acre; 
but  no  one  person  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation  at  such  rate  for 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

4.  All  other  persons  who  i^urchased  any  i)art  of  said  lands  at  $1.25 
per  acre,  their  heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  are  entitled  tore- 
payment  at  81.25  per  acre,  provided  said  money  was  actually  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

In  the  execution  of  this  act  the  following  regulations  are  prescribed: 
1.  All  applications  under  this  act  must  be  made  in  writing,  and  be 

signed  by  the  party  applying,  and  must  describe  the  tract  and  designate 

the  entry  with  certainty. 
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2.  Claimants  of  tlie  class  first  described  mnst  file  copy  of  the  decree, 
duly  certified  by  the  clerk  and  under  the  seal  of  the  court  reuderiug  the 
same,  to  the  effect  that  such  a  decree  was  rendered  in  a  bona  fide  con- 
troversy between  a  plaintiff  showing  title  under  the  grant,  and  a  defend- 
ant holding  the  patent  or  holding  by  deed  under  the  patentee,  and  that 
the  decision  was  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  on  the  ground  of  the  priority 
of  the  grant  made  by  said  act  to  the  filing,  settlement,  or  purchase  by 
the  defendant  or  his  grantor. 

3.  Claimant  must  also  file  with  said  decree  and  certificate,  a  bill  of 
costs  in  such  case,  duly  certified  by  the  clerk  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
court  in  which  the  decree  was  rendered. 

4.  Claimants  of  the  second  class  will  be  required  to  furnish  a  certified 
copy  of  the  record  of  the  transfer  from  said  company,  or  from  the  com- 
pany's grantee,  with  evidence  that  he  has  in  good  faith  paid  to  the  per- 
son holding  the  prior  title,  the  sum  demanded  of  him  without  litigation. 

5.  Claimants  of  the  third  class  should  apply  for  a  refundment  of  pur- 
chase-money in  accordance  with  regulations  governing  the  repayment 
of  purchase-money  for  lands  erroneously  sold. 

6.  When  the  grantee,  assignee,  or  devisee  of  the  original  purchaser 
makes  application  under  this  act,  he  must  in  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
show  his  right  to  receive  the  money  by  furnishing  proper  authenticated 
abstracts  of  title  or  the  original  deed  or  instrument  of  assignment,  or 
of  the  will,  or  certified  copies  thereof. 

7.  When  application  is  made  by  heirs,  satisfactory  proof  of  heirship 
is  required. 

8.  When  application  is  made  by  executors,  the  original  or  a  certified 
copy  of  letters  testimentary  must  accompany  the  application. 

9.  When  application  is  made  by  administrators,  the  original  or  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  letters  of  administration  must  be  furnished. 

10.  All  parties  who  are  entitled  to  repayment  under  the  aforesaid  act, 
will  be  required  to  execute  a  relinquishment,  which  must  accompany  the 
application,  in  the  following  or  equivalent  form: 

Know  all  men  by  theBe  presents^  that  I, ,  of ,  for  aud  in  consideration  of 

lie  Bum  of ,  to  me  paid  by  the  United  States,  have  released  and  forever  discharged 

the  United  Stat<n»  from  all  claim  of  any  kind,  nature,  and  character  whatsoever,  by 
▼irtae  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1887 ;  and  that  I  am  the  identical 

party  named  in  the  decree,  in  the  case  of ra, y  or  who  made  said  entry  No.  — | 

at Land  Office,  State  of . 

Two  witnesses: 


State  of \ .. 

Counttf  0/ I"- 

On  this day  of ,  188-,  before  the  subscriber,  a in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came ,  to  me  well  known  to  be  the  person  who  subscribed  the  foregoing 

reUa^e,  and  whonpon  being  duly  sworn  by  me  according  to  law  on oath  declared 

and  acknowledged  that had  freely  and  voluntarily  executed  the  foregoiug  release 
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• 
and  for  the  reasons  stated ;  and  at  the  same  time  came residing  at and  alsu 

residing  at ,  each  of  whom  being  by  me  duly  sworn  according  to  law  deposed 

and  said,  each  for  himself  and  not  one  for  the  other,  that  they  well  knew  the  person 

making  the  said  release  to  be  the  individnal  described  in  the  decree,  or  who  made  said 

entry  and  who  esecnted  the  said  release. 

Snbscribed,  sworn  to,  and  acknowledged  before  me  this ,  183-. 

Note. — This  must  be  acknowledged  before  a  clerk  of  a  court  or  other  officer  author- 
ized to  take  acknowledgements  of  deeds  in  the  county  where  the  lands  are  sitnateil, 
whose  official  character  and  signature  must  be  certified  to  by  the  clerk  of  a  court  of 
record. 

Approved  May  31, 1S87: 

H.  L,  MULDROW, 

Acting  Secretary. 


homestead^residence—militabt  service, 

Eldolph  Labahdic. 

In  computing  the  term  of  military  service  to  be  deducted  from  the  required  period  of 
residence  the  actual  length  of  the  service  should  be  allowed  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  the  War  Department. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroto  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  May  4, 1887. 

October  10, 1883,  Eldolph  Labardie  made  homestead  entry  1^0.13,577 
of  the  8.  W.  i  sec.  24,  T.  134  R.  61,  Fargo,  Dakota.  This  entry  was  a 
transmutation  from  preemption  declaratory  statement  jS'o.  13243  filed 
April  19, 1883,  settlement  alleged  March  2,  and  residence  alleged  to  have 
been  established  Jane  19,  same  year.  December  13, 1884,  he  made  final 
homestead  proof  under  section  2305,  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes,  claiming 
3  years,  2  months  and  29  days  military  service  in  the  late  war. 

•  *«*«♦• 

When  the  proof  came  up  to  your  office  it  was,  by  decision  dated 
August  20, 1885,  held  insufficient  only  as  to  the  length  of  time  claimant 
had  resided  upon  his  land.  Your  office  allowed  him  residence  from 
March  2,1883,  till  December  13, 1884,  a  period  of  1  year  9,  months,  and 
11  days;  and  service  in  the  army  from  February  12, 1862,  till  date  of 
discharge,  August  30, 1864,  a  period  of  2  years  6  months  and  25  days, 
aggregating  4  years,  4  months  6  days. 

•  ■  *  *  *  •  •  • 

The  main  point  upon  which  the.appeal  herein  is  based  is  that  your  office 
erred  in  not  allowing  claimant  credit  for  his  full  military  service.  With 
the  papers  here,  is  filed  claimant's  original  discharge  dated  August  31, 
1864,  showing  that  he  enlisted  in  Co.  "A''  7th  Eeg't  Vt.  Vols.  Febra- 
ary  5, 1862,  to  serve  3  years  or  during  the  war,aud  was  discharged  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States  August  30, 1864,  by  reason  of  expira- 
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tion  of  service.    On  the  back  of  said  disobarge  I  find  the  following  in- 
dorsement : 

"  War  Department,  Adj.  Genl's  Office, 

July  25,  1878. 

The  within  named  man  was  enrolled  February  12, 18G2,  and  mastered 

into  service  to  date  from  Jane  I,  1801,  for  3  years  under  the  name  of 

Eldolph  Labardie. 

S.  2ir.  BENJAMIN, 

Asst.  Adj  Oen'U^ 

This  paper  was  also  before  yonr  office  when  the  decision  appealed 
from  was  rendered. 

I  think  that  claimant  is  entitled  to  credit  for  military  service  from 
June  1, 1861,  till  August  30,  1864,  a  period  of  3  years  2  months  and  29 
days;  and  as  your  office  gave  him  credit  for  1  year,  9  months  and  11 
days  actual  residence  upon  his  claim — thus  making  an  aggregate  period 
of  5  years  and  10  days — I  can  see  no  objection  to  allowing  his  final 
proof. 

Upon  the  only  question  raised  by  the  appeal  I  reverse  your  decision 
in  the  case. 


approximation— settlement  before  survey, 

Lafayette  Council. 

Initiation  of  claim  prior  to  government  survey,  extent  of  cultivable  land  falliug 
within  the  lines  of  the  claim  as  finally  surveyed,  and  valuable  improvements  on 
each  sub-division  considered  sufficient  reasons  for  waiving  the  requirement  of 
approximation. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroic  to  Commissioner  Sparis,  May  10, 1887. 

By  letter  of  November  13, 1885,  your  oflBce  suspended  the  preeinp- 
tion  cash  entry  of  Lafayette  Council  for  the  jST.  ^  of  the  SE.  ^  and  lots 
2  and  3,  8ec.  9,  T.  153  N.,  E.  64  W.,  Devil's  Lake,  Dakota,  containing 
185.90  acres,  for  excess  in  area,  and  required  the  entrynmn  to  relinquish 
such  legal  sub-division  not  covered  by  his  principal  improvements,  as 
T^ould  reduce  the  area  to  the  legal  maximum,  or  an  approximation 
thereto. 

It  appears  that  claimant  settled  on  January  4, 1883,  and  on  January 
7, 1884,  made  proof  before  the  local  officers  and  received  cash  certificate; 
that  his  improvements  consist  of  a  house,  bam,  well,  and  about  thirty 
acres  of  breaking ;  that  he  made  his  filing  before  government  survey, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  lines  of  a  private  survey,  for  the  N.  J  of  the 
SE.  ^  and  the  S.  ^  of  the  NE.  i  of  said  section  ;  that  after  said  settle- 
ment the  government  survey  was  extended  over  said  land,  leaving  said 
N.  J  of  the  SE.  J  unchanged,  but  making  two  lots  of  said  S.  J  of  the 
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NE.  i^  viz.,  said  lots  2  and  3,  containing  54.60  and  51.30  acres  re- 
spectively, and  that  the  filing  was  changed  in  accordance  therewith. 

Claimant  farther  alleges  that  the  government  survey  threw  aboat 
thirty-five  acres  of  worthless  alkali  laud  into  the  boundaries  of  his  claim 
along  the  northern  line  of  said  lots;  that  this  land  was  not  within  the 
original  claim,  and  that  he  believed  it  would  be  excluded  by  the  gov- 
ernment survey ;  and  that  by  reason  thereof  Ue  has  only  about  150 
acres  that  can  be  cultivated.  His  improvements  are  substantial,  and 
lie  partly  within  each  subdivision. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  I  am  of  opinion  an  ex- 
ception should  be  made  to  the  rule  of  approximation. 

Said  decision  is  therefore  reversed. 


fobt  brooke  military  reservatiok-^act  of  july  5,  1884. 

Daniel  Matheb. 

In  the  absence  of  an  adverse  claiiu,  failure  to  file  declaratory  gtatenieut  wUl  not  prej- 
udice the  right  of  the  settler  to  make  final  proof  and  payment. 

The  act  of  July  5,  188-1;  governs  the  disposal  of  all  lands  in  abandoned  military  res- 
ervations not  theretofore  disposed  of,  protecting  the  rights  of  settlers  prior  to 
Jan  nary  1,  1884,  who  were  qualified  to  make  homestead  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroio  to  Commissiotier  Sparks^  May  10,  1S87. 

On  October  30,  1885,  Daniel  Mather  offered  an  application  in  writing 
at  the  local  office  of  Gainesville,  Florida,  to  be  allowed  to  make  pre-emp- 
tion entry  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  6, 1884,  of  lots  8,  0 
and  10,  Sec.  24,  T.  29  S.,  R.  18  E.,  lot  10,  Sec.  18,  and  lots  12, 13  and  14, 
Sec.  19,  T.  29  S.,  T.  19  E.,  and  also  oifei-ed  a  formal  notice  of  intention 
to  make  final  proof  for  said  tracts.  In  an  affidavit  filed  therewith  ap- 
plicant alleged  that  he  settled  on  said  laud  prior  to  January  1, 1884,  for 
the  purpose  of  hccuring  a  home  and  entering  the  land  under  the  pre- 
emption law;  that  he  established  residence  thereon  in  the  year  1878, 
and  has  remained  in  continual  occupation  and  possession  of  the  tract 
ever  since;  that  he  has  a  good  dwelling  house  there,  and  has  improved 
the  tract  and  made  it  his  home,  and  that  he  has  never  made  a  home- 
stead entry,  and  is  qualified  to  make  such  entry. 

The  local  officers  rejected  the  application,  "for  the  reason  that  appli- 
cant has  no  claim  of  record  upon  which  proof  can  be  made  covering  the 
lands  in  question." 

Your  office,  as  stated  in  letter  of  December  L4,  1885,  found  that  the 
land  in  question  was  within  the  abandoned  portion  of  the  Fort  Brooke 
Military  reservation,  and  held  that  '*  without  passing  upon  the  question 
as  to  the  right  of  Mather  under  the  act  of  Jul}'  5,  1884,  I  would  state 
that  having  no  filing  of  record  for  the  laud  in  question,  he  can  not  be 
permitted  to  make  a  preemption  ehtry  for  the  same." 
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The  allegations  of  claimant  indicate  a  full  compliance  with  the  pre- 
emption law  as  to  residence,  cultivation  and  improvement.  (Sec.  2259, 
E.  S.)    Section  2265 of  the  Bevised  Statutes  provides  that: 

Every  claimant  nnder  the  pre-emption  law  for  laud  not  yet  pro- 
claimed for  sale  is  required  to  make  known  his  claim  in  writing  to  the 
register  of  the  proper  office  within  three  months  from  the  time  of  the 
settlement,  giving  the  designation  of  the  tract  and  the  time  of  settle- 
ment; otherwise  hisclaim  shall  be  forfeited  and  the  tract  awarded  to 
the  next  settler  in  the  order  of  time  on  the  same  tract  of  land,  who  has 
given  such  notice  and  otherwise  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the 
law. 

It  is  well  established  that  a  failure  to  so  file  his  declaratory  state- 
ment will  not  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  pre-emptor's  right,  but  will  give 
the  better  right  to  the  next  settler  in  the  order  of  time,  who  has  filed 
his  declaratory  notice  and  otherwise  complied  with  the  law.  Johnson 
t.  Towsley  (13  Wall.,  72).  In  the  absence  of  an  adverse  claim  the  fail- 
ure to  filb  the  declaratory  statement  will  not  prejudice  the  right  of 
the  settler.  The  declaratory  statement  is  a  notice  given  by  the  settler 
of  his  intention  to  purchase  the  laud,  and  such  notice  protects  his  claim 
against  subsequent  settlers,  for  a  specified  time.  The  notice  is  for  the 
protection  of  the  settler,  not  of  the  government.  In  this  view  I  am  of 
opinion  that  claimant  should  be  allowed  to  submit  proof,  if  no  valid  ad- 
verse claim  attached  prior  to  his  said  application. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Mather  applied  to  file  declaratory 
statement  for  the  laud  in  question  in  May,  1883,  and  that  the  application 
was  reje|ted  by  the  local  officers,  by  your  office,  and,  on  May  16, 1884, 
by  this  Department,  on  the  ground  that  the  lands  included  in  said  res- 
ervation should  be  appraised  and  sold  at  public  sale.    (2  L.  D.,  GOG.) 

This  leads  to  a  consideration  of  the  proper  method  of  disposing  of 
the  lands  in  said  reservation,  not  yet  disposed  of. 

The  reservation  for  Fort  Brooke  was  established  by  Executive  order 
of  December  10, 1830,  and  embraced  an  area  sixteen  miles  square. 
After  various  modifications  and  reductions,  the  remainder,  containing 
148.11  acres,  was  duly  relinquished  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  See" 
retary  of  the  Interior,  January  4, 1883,  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1856. 
The  present  inquiry  relates  to  lands  within  the  area  thus  relinquished. 

Said  act  of  1856  provided : 

That  all  public  lands  heretofore  reserved  for  military  purposes  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  which  said  lands  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  are  no  longer  useful  or  desired  for  such  purposes,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  said  Secretary  may  designate,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  placed 
under  the  control  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  be  disposed  of  and  sold 
in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  other  public 
lands  of  the  United  States.    (11  Stat.,  87.) 

Section  six  of  the  act  of  June  12, 1858  ( JWd.,  336)  provided : 

That  all  the  exising  laws  or  parts  of  laws  which  authorize  the  sale  of 
of  military  sites,  whicli  are  or  may  become  useless  for  military  purposes, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  and  said  lands  shall  not  be  subject 
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to  sale  or  pre-emption  under  any  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
Provided  further^  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  18, 185G,  rel- 
ative to  certain  reservations  in  the  State  of  Florida,  shall  continue  iu 
force. 

In  view  of  these  statutes  and  of  section  2364  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
providing  that  "  whenever  any  reservation  of  public  lands  is  brought 
into  market,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  fix  a 
minimum  price,  not  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre, 
below  which  such  lauds  shall  not  be  disposed  of,"  this  Department  by 
said  decision  of  May  IG,  1884,  held  that  the  lands  in  the  Fort  Brooke 
reservation  wei'e  not  open  to  entry ;  but  should  l)e  ordered  into  market 
by  the  Commissioner  to  be  appraised  and  sold.  It  was  further  said  that 
the  disposition  of  the  lands  might  be  rightly  made  under  section  2455 
of  the  lievised  Statutes,  which  provides  that — 

'<  It  may  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
to  order  into  market,  after  due  notice,  without  the  formality  and  ex- 
pense of  a  proclamation  of  the  President,  all  lands  of  the  8ecoud\;lass, 
though  heretofore  unproclaimed  (ind  n^o^er^l,  g.}id8UchotheKi8olatedor 
disconnected  tracts  or  parcels  of  unoflfered  lands,  which  in  his  judgment 
it  would  be  proper  to  expose  to  sale  in  like  manner." 

After  the  rendition  of  said  opinion  the  sict  of  July  5, 18S1  (23  Stat, 
103),  was  passed.  That  act  prescribes  the  methoil  for  disposing  of  all 
abandoned  military  reservations.  Prior  thereto  special  acts  had  been 
passed  from  time  to  time  for  the  disposal  of  such  lands,  as  the  occasion 
arose.  The  act  of  1884  makes  general  provision  for  the  disposition  of 
such  lands,  and  in  my  opinion  governs  the  disposal  of  alllaud^n  aban- 
doned military  reservations,  not  theretofore  disposed  of.  This  view  is 
emphasized  in  the  present  case  by  the  fact  that  section  four  of  said  act 
repealed  the  only  existing  laws  under  which  such  reservations  in  Florida 
could  be  disposed  of.  It  provides :  '*  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
August  1 8, 185G,  relative  to  military  reservations  in  the  Stateof  Florida, 
and  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  June  12, 1858,  relative  to  the  sale  of 
military  sites,  be,  and  the  same  are  Uerc?by,  repealed." 

The  first  section  of  said  act  provides : 

That  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  lands,  or  any  portion  of  them,  included  within  the  limits  of  any  mili- 
tary reservation  heretofore  or  hereafter  declared,  have  become  or  shall 
become  useless  for  military  purposes,  he  shall  cause  the  same,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  he  may  designate,  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  disposition  as  hereinafter  pro^ided,  and 
shall  cause  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  a  notice  hereof.- 

The  act  then  provides  for  the  survey,  appraisal  and  public  sale  of  the 
lands,  provided  that  any  settler  who  was  in  occupation  of  any  portion 
thereof  prior  to  January  1, 1884,  who  was  qualified  to  make  a  homestead 
entry,  and  who  has  continued  in  such  occupation,  shall  be  entitled  to 
enter  the  land  so  occupied,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

From  the  foregoing  recital,  it  seems  certain  that  the  land  must  be  dis- 
posed of  under  the  act  of  1884.     The  allegations  of  claimant,  if  trne, 
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place  him  within  the  provisions  of  said  law.    He  is  therefore  entitled  to 
offer  proof,  and  if  in  all  respects  qualified,  may  make  entry,  proTided 
there  is  no  objection  other  than  those  discussed  herein. 
The  decision,  rejecting  the  application,  is  accordingly  reversed. 


PUJCTICESERl'ICE  OF  NOTICE  BY  PUBLICATION^. 

Rollins  t?.  Bobbins. 

When  service  of  notice  by  publication  is  properly  made  the  defendant  is  as  much 
bonnd  thereby  as  though  the  service  had  been  personal,  and  cannot  be  heard  to 
allege  want  of  actual  notice. 

It  is  not  essential  to  allege  as  basis  for  publication  of  notice  that  personal  service 
cannot  be  had  ''  within  the  State.'' 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commiasioner  Sparks^  May  10,  1887. 

On  January  20, 1880,  Hiram  Bobbins  made  homestead  entry  for  the 
N.  i  of  SE.  J,  S.  i  of  NE.  J,  Sec.  32,  T.  4  N,,  B.  30  W.,  McOook,  ISTe- 
braska.  On  March  20, 1884,  William  M.  Eollins  brought  contest  for 
abandonment.  Notice  was  given  by  publication,  the  testimony  of 
plaintiff  and  one  witness  was  taken  to  the  effect  that  the  claim  had 
been  abandoned  for  over  two  years,  that  no  house  or  other  habitation 
had  ever  been  built  on  the  tract,  that  about  four  acres  had  been  broken 
in  1882,  and  that  the  land  at  date  of  hearing,  May  9, 1884,  was  uncul- 
tivated prairie  land.  Claimant  did  not  appear.  The  local  oflScers 
thereupon  rendered  judgment  for  contestant.  On  November  21, 1884, 
your  office  affirmed  that  judgment. 

It  appears  that  on  June  21, 1884,  the  claimant  filed  a  motion  in  the 
local  office  asking  that  the  Commissioner  set  aside  the  decision  of  the 
local  office.'  The  motion  was  based  on  the  allegation  that  claimant 
never  had  notice  of  the  contest  proceedings.  In  an  affidavit  filed  there- 
with clainciant  alleges  that  "  no  notice  of  said  contest  was  ever  served 
upon  him,''  that  "  he  has  been  continuously  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska  during  the  last  five  years,"  that  during  the  spring  of  1880  he 
built  on  said  tract  a  sod  house  sixteen  by  eighteen  feet,  "commenced 
residence  therein,"  and  broke  about  fifteen  acres ;  "  that  during  his 
temporary  absence  some  party  unknown  to  affiant  tore  off  the  roof  of 
his  house  and  carried  the  materials  away ;  that  the  walls  are  yet  stand- 
ing and  that  claimant  is  compelled  to  rebuild  said  roof ;  that  he  made 
said  entry  for  his  home  and  has  in  good  faith  made  the  tract  his  resi- 
dence, and  that  when  he  left  said  house  it  was  for  temporary  purposes 
and  not  with  the  intention  to  sibandon  said  entry. 

Claimant  does  not  deny  that  he  was  actually  absent  from  the  land, 
nor  does  he  attack  the  validity  of  the  affidavit  for  publication.  He 
does  not  pretend  that  any  amount  of  diligence  on  the  part  of  contestant 
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at  the  ioitiatJoD  of  the  coutest  would  have  euabled  him  to  make  per- 
onal  service. 

Contestaut  iu  his  affidavit  for  pablication  alleged  that  claimant's  resi- 
dence was  anknown  to  him,  that  personal  service  coald  not  be  had  iu 
the  State,  and  that  he  had  made  diligent  inquiry  to  ascertain  claimant's 
address,  but  had  been  unable  to  do  so.  Notice  was  posted  on  the  land, 
and  a  copy  sent  by  registered  letter  to  Minden,  Nebraska,  the  last 
known  address  of  claimant. 

For  some  reason  not  stated  no  action  was  taken  by  your  office  on  the 
application  of  claimant  until  February  26, 1885,  when  you  denied  it. 
Claimant  appealed. 

The  rules  of  practice  prescribe  that  when  it  appears  by  the  affidavit 
of  contestant,  and  such  other  evidence  as  the  local  officers  may  require, 
that  due  diligence  has  been  used  and  personal  service  can  not  be  made, 
that  service  by  publication  may  be  made.  When  such  service  is  prop- 
erly made,  the  defendant  is  as  much  bound  by  the  notice  as  though  the 
service  had  been  personal.  He  can  not  be  heard  to  say  that  he  did  not 
get  actual  notice.  It  does  not  appear  from  this  record  that  there  was 
any  defect  in  the  service  by  publication,  nor  is  it  shown  that  the  founda- 
tion for  such  service  was  not  sufficient.  I  must  hold  therefore  that  the 
defendant  was  bound  by  the  proceedings  subsequent  thereto.  The 
statement  of  claimant  that  he  has  continuously  resided  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska  can  not  affect  this  conclusion,  for  the  allegation  in  the  affida* 
vit  of  contest  that  "  personal  service  can  not  be  had  within  this  State^"^ 
was  not  essential  thereto.    Said  decision  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


swamp  l ay d-- adjustment  of  grant. 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Until  such  time  as  the  Governor  of  the  State  shall  have  been  duly  authorized  to  con- 
sent to  the  adjustment  of  the  grant,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  heretofore 
adopted  and  followed  by  the  Department,  no  farther  action  will  be  taken  on  the 
claim  of  the  State. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  16, 1887. 

On  April  16,  1887,  the  communication  of  Hon.  Simon  P.  Haghes, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  dated  April  8,  same  year,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  approved  March  19, 
1887,  relative  to  the  claim  of  said  State  to  swamp  lands,  and  also  for 
indemnity  for  swamp  lands  disposed,  of  by  the  United  States,  was  re- 
ferred to  you  for  report.  On  April  23d  last  said  communication  and 
inclosure  were  returned,  with  your  report,  and  the  same  have  been  care- 
fully considered. 
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It  appears  that  the  Legislature  of  said  State  passed  an  act,  approved 
March  17, 1885,  relative  to  its  claim  under  the  swamp  laud  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  September  28, 1850  (9  Stat.,  519),  agreeing  to  "  accept 
as  final  and  conclusive  in  determining  the  character  of  such  lands  the 
original  field  notes  of  the  official  survey  or  re-survey  of  such  lands  by 
the  United  States  in  all  cases  mentioned  in  this  act  where  such  field 
notes  show  conclusively  the  naturally  wet,  swampy,  or  overflowed,  or 
the  naturally  non-wet,  non-swampy,  non-overflowed,  character  of  such 
lands :  Provided^  That  in  no  case  shall  such  field  notes  be  considered  as 
final  in  determining  the  character  of  such  lands  where  such  field  notes 
fail  to  indicate  the  natural  character  of  such  land ;  and  Provided  fur- 
ther. That  in  no  case  shall  such  field  notes  be  considered  in  such  adjust- 
ment or  selection  in  cases  where  the  official  survey  was  made  subse- 
quent to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six  (1856).'^ 

This  act  was  submitted  to  your  office  for  report,  and  on  May  21, 1885, 
said  act  was  returned  with  the  recommendation  that  the  change  pro- 
posed therein  be  not  adopted,  because  of  its  impracticability.  Your 
report  called  special  attention  to  the  last  lines  of  the  first  section  of 
said  act,  and  also  to  said  provisos  (supra),  and  noted  the  fact  that  the 
States  of  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Ohio,  Alabama,  and  Missis- 
sippi, have  agreed  to  make  the  field  notes  the  basis  of  adjustment  with- 
out any  reservations.  On  August  15, 1885,  this  Department  trans- 
mitted a  copy  of  said  report  to  the  Governor  of  said  State,  and  de- 
clined to  accept  the  mode  of  adjustment  provided  for  in  said  act. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  mode  of  adjustment  of  said  States,  and 
the  inquiry  was  suggested  '^  whether  that  basis  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas  "  (4  L.  D.,  295). 

On  August  28,  1885,  this  Department  informed  the  agent  of  said 
State,  in  reply  to  his  communication  of  the  21st  of  same  month,  that, 
"  believing  that  the  field  notes  of  survey  as  found  in  the  General  Land 
Office  constitute  the  just  basis  for  determining  the  character  of  the  land 
claimed  by  the  State,"  the  plan  of  adjustment  as  indicated  in  said  com- 
munication to  the  Governor  of  said  State  would  be  adhered  to. 

Said  act  of  March  19, 1887*  {suj^ra),  amends  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  March  17, 1885,  by  striking  out  the  two  provisos  above  quoted. 
You  regard  the  amended  act  as  equally  objectionable  as  the  original 
act,  for  the  reason  that  it  Introduces  a  different  class  of  lands  from 
those  granted  by  Congress,  to  wit,  "  wet  land  " ;  that  the  field  notes 
should  be  conclusive  in  all  cases,  or  the  existing  method  of  adjustment 
should  not  be  changed ;  that  there  should  not  be  two  methods  of  ad- 
justment In  the  same  State ;  and  that  when  a  claim  for  indemnity  for 
land  in  any  township  is  once  made,  such  claim  should  be  regarded  as  a 
finality  so  far  as  that  township  is  concerned. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  September  28, 1850  (9  Stat.,  519)^ 
there  was  granted  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  each  of  the  other  States 
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of  the  Union  all  of  the  ^Uwainp  and  overflowed  lands  made  unfit  there- 
by for  caltivation/'  which  remained  therein  unsold  at  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  This  act  has  been  frequently  construed  by  the 
courts  and  this  Department.  In  the  case  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  (o 
L.  B.y  514),  it  was  held  that,  if  the  State  elects  to  accept  the  field  notes 
of  survey  as  the  basis  of  adjustment  of  its  claim  under  the  swamp  land 
grant,  lands  will  be  listed  to  the  State  that  appear  by  the  field  notes  to 
be  clearly  of  the  character  granted,  unless  there  is  reason  to  beUeve 
that  the  field  notes  and  surveys  are  false  and  fraudulent ;  that  where 
the  field  notes  of  survey  have  been  made  since  the  passage  of  the  swamp 
land  grant  and  with  ri.*ference  thereto,  they  will  be  held  to  entitle  the 
State  prima-facie  to  the  lands  returned  as  ^'  swamp  and  overflowed," 
without  the  additional  words  ^^  made  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation  *' : 
that  where  the  surveys  are  made  prior  to  the  act,  all  the  descriptive 
words  in  the  grant,  or  words  of  like  import,  must  appear ;  that  where 
they  do  not  so  appear,  the  State  must  show  by  other  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  lands  claimed  are  of  the  class  contemplated  by  the  grant; 
that,  if  the  State  does  not  elect  to  make  the  field  notes  of  survey  the 
basis  of  adjustment,  then  she  should  be  allowed  to  furnish  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  lands  claimed  were  swamp  and  overflowed  and  rendered 
*'  unfit  thereby  for  cultivation  ^  at  the  date  of  the  grant. 

Under  the  acts  of  Congress,  approved  March  2, 1855  (10  Stat.,  C34), 
and  March  3, 1857  (11  Stat.,  251),  incorporated  into  the  JEtevised  Stat- 
utes, Section  2482,  it  was  provided  that  when  the  authoiized  agent  of 
the  State  shall  make  proof  before  your  office  that  any  of  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  any  person  from  the  United  States,  prior  to  March  3, 1857, 
and  after  the  date  of  the  grant  to  the  State,  were  swamp  lands  within 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  swamp  land  grant,  the  purchase 
money  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  State  wherein  said  land  is  situate. 

Indemnity  was  also  allowed  where  swamp  lands  have  been  located 
by  warrant  or  scrip,  and  it  was  further  provided  that  the  decision  of 
your  office  upon  the  question  of  indemnity  shall  be  first  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  In  determining  the  character  of  the  lands 
for  which  indemnity  is  claimed,  I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  same  kind 
of  proof  should  not  be  satisfactory  to  your  office  that  is  required  to  show 
that  lands  are  clearly  of  the  character  granted  and  which  passed  to  the 
State  under  its  grant. 

The  original  and  the  amendatory  act  of  the  Legislature  of  said  State 
limit  the  power  of  the  Governor  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  <'  to  accept  as  final  and  oonclusive  in  determining 
the  character  of  such  lands,  the  original  field  notes  of  the  official  sur- 
vey, or  resurvey,  of  such  lands  by  the  United  States  in  all  cases  men- 
tioned in  this  act  where  such  field  notes  show  conclusively  the  natn- 
rally  wet,  swampy,  or  overflowed,  or  the  naturally  non-wet,  non-swampy , 
or  non-overflowed  character  of  such  lands." 
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The  objection  relative  to  the  descriptive  words  used  to  designate  the 
character  of  the  land,  as  suggested  in  your  report  of  May  21, 18S5,  has 
not  been  obviated,  nor  does  said  act,  as  amended,  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor to  bind  the  State  to  an  agreement  to  accept  the  field  notes  as  a 
basis  of  adjustment  where  they  do  not  show  *'  conclusively  "  the  char- 
acter of  the  land. 

In  said  communication  of  this  Department  to  the  Staters  agent 
{supra) J  it  was  stated  that  this  condition,  among  others,  was  a  qualifi- 
cation of  the  Governor's  power  to  act  in  the  case,  and  it  could  not  be 

waived. 
Since  the  State,  by  said  legislation  has  undertaken  to  define  the 

power  and  limit  the  authority  of  the  Governor  to  make  an  agreement 
under  said  acts,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  no  further  action  should  be 
taken  by  this  Department  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  State  under  the 
swamp  land  acts,  until  the  Governor  has  been  given  full  power  by  ap- 
propriate legislation  to  consent  to  the  ac^justment  of  said  grant  and  the 
claim  of  the  State  for  indemnity  Jn  accordance  with  the  principles 
enunciated  in  the  Louisiana  case  (supra).  When  such  legislation  has 
been  enacted,  the  claim  of  the  State  should  be  adjusted  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

Herewith  are  returned  said  communication  of  the  Governor  and  said 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  you  will  please  ad- 
vise him  of  this  communication  to  you. 


practice— affidavit  of  contest— evidence, 

Dolman  v,  Latshaw. 

Objections  to  the  saffioienc^'  of  the  matters  charged  in  the  affidavit  of  contest^  or  to 
the  relevancy  of  the  evidence  under  the  charge  as  laid,  can  be  raised  by  the  de- 
fendant only. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissioner  8parks<t  May  19, 18S7. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  George  W.  Dolman  from  your  decis- 
ion of  May  4, 1885,  sustaining  the  local  land  officers  in  refusing  to  allow 
him  to  contest  the  timber  culture  entry  No.  7002  of  William  Stonehacker 
on  the  N£.  i  of  Sec.  2,  T.  6  S.,  B.  23  W.,  in  Graham  county,  Kansas. 

On  June  5, 1880,  Stonehacker  made  timber  culture  entry  of  said  quar- 
ter section.  On  September  6, 1884,  J.  J.  Latshaw  instituted  a  contest 
against  said  entry  and  made  application  to  enter  same  under  the  timber 
culture  act  of  June  14,  1878.  In  his  afi^davit  of  contest  he  says  that 
Stonehacker  ^<  has  failed  to  cultivate  and  keep  in  a  good  healthy  grow- 
ing condition  ten  acres  of  the  above  described  tract  of  land  between 
the  5th  June,  1883,  and  the  5th  June,  1884.*' 
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On  September  10, 1884 — foar  da3^s  after  Latshaw  instituted  his  con- 
test— the  appellant  Dolman  made  affidavit  of  contest,  and  made  appli- 
cation to  enter  said  tract  of  land,  accompanied  with  a  tender  of  all  fees 
and  commissions  and  the  usual  entry  affidavit. 

Hearing  in  the  Latshaw  case  was  set  for  December  5,  1884,  Stoue- 
hacker,  who  had  acknowledged  service  of  notice,  made  default  On  the 
day  of  hearing  Dolman  came  in  by  way  of  interpleader  and  moved  the 
local  officers  to  dismiss  said  contest  because  of  defests  in  the  contest 
affidavit.  Though  no  steps  were  taken  to  amend  said  affidavit,  this  mo- 
tion of  the  appellant  was  overruled,  and  testimony  taken  in  the  case. 
Thereupon  appellant  again  moved  to  have  the  contest  dismissed,  be- 
cause of  said  defective  affidavit,  and  because  the  testimony  was  not 
confined  to  the  allegations  contained  in  the  contest  affidavit ;  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  the  facts  shown  were  insufficient  to  warrant  the 
local  officers  in  recommending  said  entry  for  cancellation.  This  motion 
was  a]so  overruled  and  the  register  and  receiver  found,  from  the  testi- 
mony produced,  that  the  land  embraced  in  said  entry  had  been  for- 
feited for  failure  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  recommended  that  the 
entry  be  canceled.  On  appeal  from  your  decision  sustaining  the  local 
officers,  Dolman  urges  substantially  the  same  objections  urged  by  him 
below,  and  insists  that  at  the  time  he  made  ax)plication  to  contest  said 
entry  there  was  no  contest,  sufficient  in  law,  pending  against  the  same, 
and  that  not  to  dismiss  the  Latshaw  contest  and  permit  him  to  contest, 
under  his  application  and  his  legally  sufficient  affidavit  of  contest,  was 
error. 

In  my  opinion  the  defect  found  in  Latshaw's  contest  affidavit  did  not 
render  his  contest  illegal.  When  the  defect  was  discovered,  it  would 
have  been  safer  for  the  contestant,  and  the  better  practice,  to  have  asked 
for  leave  to  amend  before  producing  his  testimony,  but  it  was  a  defect 
which  could  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  entryman  only.  The  refusal 
to  dismiss  the  contest  on  appellant's  first  motion  was,  therefore,  not 
error.  A  variance  between  the  allegation  and  the  proof  is  also  a  mat> 
ter  which  can  only  be  excepted  to  by  the  defendant;  and  where  the 
local  land  officers  find,  on  the  hearing  of  a  contest  which  is  not  attacked 
as  being  collusive,  that  the  land  embraced  in  an  entry  has  been  for- 
feited for  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  entryman  to  comply  with  the  law, 
the  Department  will  not  look  into  the  evidence  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion of  its  sufficiency  to  warrant  the  cancellation  of  such  entry  merely 
on  the  suggestion  of  a  party  who  has,  subsequent  to  the  institution  of 
such  contest,  applied  to  contest  the  entry,  and  who  has  himself  sworn 
to  facts  sufficient  to  show  the  correctness  of  such  finding  and  to  warrant 
the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 

Your  action  in  the  premises  is  therefore  concurred  in,  and  the  appeal 
dismissed. 
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entry  of  meandered  stream. 
James  Shanley. 

An  entry  including  tracts  lying  upon  the  opposite  sides  of  a  naeandered  stream,  made 
under  existing  rulings  and  practice,  will  not  be  disturbed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  19, 1887. 

On  February  24, 1880,  James  Shanley  made  homestead  entry  for  lots 
1,  2,  8  and  9,  Sec.  4,  T.  3  K,  E.  26  W.,  McCook,  Nebraska.  On  June 
19, 1885,  he  submitted  final  proof.  The  proof  showed  that  he  settled  in 
the  fall  of  1879,  and  has  since  maintained  a  continuous  residence  and  in 
other  respects  complied  with  the  law. 

Said  lots  land  2  lie  north  of  the  Republican  River,  lots  8  and  9  south 
of  it.  Your  office  by  letter  of  November  14, 1885,  rejected  said  proof 
for  the  reason  that  the  portion  of  the  land  north  of  the  river  was  not 
contiguous  to  that  on  the  south,  and  required  claimant  to  "elect  which 
tracts  to  retain  in  satisfaction  of  his  homestead  right."    He  appealed. 

This  case  seems  to  be  ruled  by  that  of  Olof  Landgren  (11  0.  L.  O., 
255.)  Landgren  filed  declaratory  statement  on-  July  19,  alleging  settle- 
ment July  18,  1883,  for  certain  lands  in  the  McGook  land  district.  On 
February  11, 1884,  he  offered  proof,  which  was  rejected  by  the  local 
office  and  by  your  office,  "for  the  reason  that  the  tracts  lie  on  opposite 
sides  of  a  meandered  stream  (the  Republican  River)  and  hence  that  his 
declaratory  statement  was  improperly  allowed." 

On  appeal  this  Department  said : 

You  affirmed  this  ruling  because,  although  his  proofs  are  satisfactory, 
his  entry  is  in  violation  of  your  instructions  of  September  22, 1883,  in 
the  case  of  Benjamin  Bird,  which  held  that  as  the  Republican  River 
had  been  meandered,  no  entries  of  lands  separated  thereby  could  be  ap- 
proved, but  that  parties  having  made  such  filings  might  relinquish  a 
portion  of  their  tracts,  and  their  filings  stand  as  to  the  remainder,  and 
also  include  other  contiguous  tracts  in  lieu  of  the  relinquished  ones. 

The  local  officers  in  transmitting  this  case  to  you  say  "  it  has  been  the 
practice  until  about  September  1883  to  allow  entries  on  both  sides  of 
the  Republican  River,  and  that  proofs  have  been  admitted  and  patents 
issued  thereon  without  objection  until  about  September  1883,  and  that 
there  are  many  (such)  entries  on  the  river  within  this  land  district  in 

that  way." Landgren  made  his  settlement  and  improvements  and 

filed  his  declaratory  statement  prior  to  your  instructions  of  September 
22, 1883,  when  under  the  practice  and  rulings  of  your  office,  filings  and 
entries  like  that  in  question  on  this  river  were  permitted.  These  rul- 
ings and  practice  had  the  force  of  law,  and  Landgren,  who  had  acted 
thereunder  in  good  faith,  should  be  protected  in  his  settlement  without 
loss  of  any  portion  of  his  labor  or  money  by  reason  of  a  subsequent 
change  in  such  rnlings  and  practice. 

Without  therefore  here  questioning  the  general  correctness  of  the  in- 
structions of  September  22d,  I  think  they  should  not  have  a  retroactive 
effect,  but  operate  onlj^  in  subsequent  cases.    To  hold  otherwise  wouhl 
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work  extreme  hardship  in  ra any  cases and  throw  a  cloud  ui)on 

titles  and  rights  already  acquired  under  the  sanction  of  your  office. 

The  entry  of  Landgren  was  allowed  to  stand. 

On  the  authority  of  that  case,  said  decision  is  reversed. 


desert  land  entry^compactness. 
James  S.  Love. 

In  determiDing  the  compactness  of  au  eptry  the  situation  of  the  land  and  its  relation 

to  adjacent  lands  should  be  duly  considered. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  20, 1887. 

April  4, 1885,  James  S.  Love  made  desert  land  entry  No.  2443  of  Lots 
1,  2,  3  and  4,  Sec.  4,  T.  18  N.,  R.  62  W.,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.  Septem- 
ber  26, 1885,  you  held  this  entry  for  cancellation  because  it  was  not 
compact.  The  entryman  he«  appealed  and  the  case  has  been  given 
consideration. 

This  entry  embraces  173.44  acres,  and  is  one  mile  in  length.  It  ap- 
pears of  record,  however,  that  the  lands  lying  immediately  adjoining 
these  have  all  been  entered  under  the  desert  land  law  by  other  parties, 
so  that  there  is  no  way  of  rendering  said  entry  more  compact  than  it  is 
and  still  retaining  au  equal  amount  of  land. 

This  case  is  precisely  like  that  of  Ann  E.  Miller,  decided  by  this 
Department  May  22, 1886.*  In  that  case  the  entry  was  a  mile  long  and 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  and  the  adjoining  lands  were  all  appropriated 
by  other  persons.    It  was  there  held  that  the  entry  was  compact  and 

"Ann  E.  MiLLkn. 

Acting  Sea^eiary  Muldrow  to  Conimiesionei'  Sp<wk8y  May  22,  1886. 

'*  #       .      ■       •  #  *>  •  « 

The  Department  ruling  defining  compactness  is  to  be  found  on  page  35  of  the  gen- 
eral circular  of  March  1,  1834,  which  is  copied  verbatim  from  your  office  circular  of 
September  3,  1880,  and  is  in  the  following  words : 

^'The  requirement  of  compactness  will  be  held  to  be  complied  with  in  surveyed 
lands  when  a  section,  or  part  thereof,  is  described  by  legal  subdivisions,  as  nearly  in 
the  form  of  a  technical  section  as  the  situation  of  the  land  and  its  relation  toother  land$ 
xcill  admits 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  appellant  has  entered  a  strip  a  mile  in  length  from  north  to 
south,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width  from  east  to  west.  But  there  is  no  way  of 
making  it  more  compact.  The  land  on  the  east  side  is  included  in  the  desert-laiid 
entry  of  Samuel  Richey ;  that  on  the  west  side  is  included  in  section  16,  which  is  re- 
served for  school  i)urposes,  and  not  subject  to  entry  under  the  desert  land  act.  The 
tract  is,  therefore,  as  compact  "  as  the  situation  of  the  land  and  its  relation  to  other 
lauds  will  admit.''    * 

I  therefore  reverse  your  decision  directing  u  re-adjustment  of  the  entry. 
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should  staud,  citiDg  a  part  of  the  General  Circular  of  March  1, 1884,  to 
wit: 

"The  requiremeutd  of  compactness  will  be  held  to  be  complied  with 
on  sqrveyed  lands  when  a  section  or  part  thereof  is  described  by  legal 
subdivisions  as  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  technical  section  as  the  situa- 
tion of  the  land  and  its  relation  to  other  lands  will  admit.'' 

Upon  authority  of  said  case  your  decision  is  reversed, 


PRE-EMPTION-^AMENDMENT-'SECOND  FILING. 

GOIST  V.  BOTTtTM. 

An  application  for  land  not  intended  to  have  been  embraced  within  tbe  original  ap- 
plication cannot  be  properly  allowed  as  an  amendment. 

If  tbe  pre-emptive  right  has  once  been  exercised  there  is  no  power,  save  in  Congress, 
to  authorize  the  exercise  of  the  privilege  again  by  the  same  person. 

A  second  filing  is  permissible  under  tbe  law  where  the  first  was  inefi;*ectaal  on  account 
of  a  prior  adverse  claim. 

Where  rights  and  equities  are  equally  divided,  the  rule  that  *^  he  has  the  better  title 
who  was  first  in  point  of  time''  should  be  followed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  20, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Frank  Goist  v.  Daniel  Bottum,  on  appeal 
from  your  decision  of  July  7, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  the  pre- 
emption filing  of  Goist  for  the  W.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  27,  T.  114  N., 
E.  62  W.,  Huron,  Dakota  Territory. 

There  is  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  are  substantially 
as  follows : 

On  January  25, 1883,  Goist  iiresented  at  the  local  office  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement  claiming  settlement  the  day  before,  on  the  NE.  ^ 
of  Sec.  34,  T.  114  N.,  E.  64  W.  The  register  examined  the  plat  book, 
and  the  tract  appearing  to  be  vacant,  the  declaratory  statement  of  Goist 
was  made  of  record.  A  few  days  thereafter  the  latter  heard  from  out- 
side parties  that  said  tract  was  already  covered  by  a  soldier's  declara- 
tory statement  placed  thereon  by  one  Hugheson  during  the  preceding 
month  of  October.  Another  visit  was  paid  to  the  register,  who  was  in- 
duced to  make  a  further  search,  when  he  found  among  some  papers  a 
receipt  showing  that  such  soldier's  declaratory  statement  had  been  filed 
iu  said  office,  though  the  tract  books  contained  no  record  thereof.  The 
register  then  advised  Goist  to  select  another  tract,  and  make  filing 
therefor.  Thereupon  selection  was  made  of  the  E.  J  of  the  NW.  J  and 
the  W.  i  of  the  NE.  i  of  Sec.  27,  T.  114  K,  E.  62  W.,  in  the  same  land 
district.  An  affidavit  was  then—  February  1, 1883, — made  by  Goist,  duly 
corroborated,  stating  the  ftxcts,  and  also  application  to  be  ^'allowed  to 
amend  his  dechiratory  statement  tiling,"  as  above.  This  application  and 
affidavit  were  handed  to  the  register,  who  said  the  same  would  be  for- 
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warded  to  the  General  Laud  OflBcej  aud  on  inquiry,  a  few  days  thereafter, 
it  was  stated  they  had  been  so  forwarded. 

On  February  16, 1883,  Goist  having  settled  on  the  last  tract,  built  a 
house  on  the  E.  J  of  NW.  J  thereof,  moved  into  it,  and  remained  there 
some  six  or  seven  days,  when  he  started  to  Illinois  to  bring  his  family, 
stock,  etc.,  to  the  land. 

It  is  shown  that  the  trains  were  blockaded  by  snow,  and  he  was  de- 
layed both  going  and  coming,  and  did  not  get  back,  upon  the  tract  in 
controversy,  until  the  31st  day  of  March,  and  since  then  has  resided 
with  his  family  upon  said  tract,  on  which  he  has  improvements  valued 
at  $2,000. 

On  March  7,  1883,  Daniel  Bottum  visited  the  NE.  J  of  said  last  men- 
tioned section,  aud  on  the  next  day  made  homestead  entry  thereof,  the 
tract  book  of  the  local  office  not  disclosing  any  claim  theret<t,  nor  the 
officers  giving  him  any  information  of  the  claim  of  Goist  to  the  W.  J  of 
said  NE.  J. 

Though  the  testimony  shows  that  the  application  of  Goist  was  pre- 
sented  to  the  local  officers  somewhere  about  February  1st,  there  is  no 
file  date  upon  it,  aud  it  was  not  forwarded  to  your  office  until  May  25, 
1883;  and  in  the  letter  of  transmittal  attention  was  called  to  the  con- 
flict between  the  two  claims.  On  August  13, 1883,  your  office,  consider- 
ing the  application  of  Goist  and  his  allegation  of  settlement  prior  to  the 
homestead  entry  of  Bottum,  directed  that  the  pre-emption  filing  ^^  be 
received  for  the  tract  desired  and  the  homestead  entry  of  record  may 
stand  subject  to  Goist's  prior  right."  Accordingly,  on  August  29, 1883, 
the  pre-emption  declaratory  statement  of  Goist,  claiming  settlement 
February  16,  1883,  was  made  of  record,  as  to.said  E.  J  of  N W.  J  and 
W.  i  of  NE.  J. 

After  due  notice,  on  January  28,  18S4,  Bottum  offered  to  make  final 
proof  on  and  commute  to  cash  his  homestead  entry  on  said  !XE.:(.  This 
was  protested  against  by  Goist,  and  a  hearing  was  had,  at  request  of 
both  parties,  on  February  5, 1884. 

On  October  6, 1884,  the  local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  Goist ;  on 
January  7,  1885,  your  office,  on  appeal,  reversed  said  decision  and 
awarded  the  disputed  W.  i  of  the  NE.  ^  to  Bottum  :  from  this  decision 
Goist  has  in  turn  appealed  to  this  Department. 

The  case  has  been  argued  with  much  zeal  by  counsel  in  their  briefs, 
and  involving  questions  of  importance,  has  been  carefully  considered. 
Both  parties  throughout  seem  to  have  acted  in  entire  good  faith  aud 
done  that  which  the  law  required  in  order  to  secure  title  to  the  desired 
land.  The  whole  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the  failure  of  the  local  offi- 
cers to  keep  their  records  properly  posted.  Matters  being  thus  inequi- 
libriOj  a  most  careful  scrutiny  of  the  whole  case  is  imperatively  de- 
manded. 

It  is  contended  that  the  so-called  "  amendment "  of  Goist  was  not  a 
proper  one  to  be  allowed  as  such ;  inasmuch  as  it  applies  to  land  twelve 
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miles  away,  and  iu  anotber  range,  and  wbicb  it  is  Dot  claimed  was  iu- 
teuded  to  bave  been  embraced  in  bis  first  application.  In  tbis  view  I 
concur.  Tbougb  so  called,  it  was  not  an  <<  amendment"  in  tbe  proper 
sense  of  tbe  word.  It  was  an  application  to  file  a  preemption  declara- 
torj*  statement  for  a  certain  tract,  and  wbicb  application  tbe  local 
officers,  declining  to  act  upon,  was  transmitted  to  your  office.  Tbe  let- 
ter of  your  predecessor,  of  August  13, 1883,  granting  tbe  application, 
seems  to  adopt  tbis  view  and  does  not  treat  it  as  an  <<  amendment," 
about  wbicb  not  one  word  is  said.  Tbe  application  of  Goist  will  not 
tberefore  be  treated  as  an  application  to  amend  bis  first  filing,  but  as, 
in  contemplation  of  law,  an  application  to  file  declaratory  statement  on 
the  tract  in  section  27. 

Tbis  it  is  asserted  be  is  prohibited  from  doing  by  Section  2261  of  tbe 
Bevised  Statutes;  and  tbe  Commissioner,  it  is  insisted,  was  without 
authority  to  confer  such  right,  or,  if  possessed  of  that  authority,  the 
right  acquired  thereunder  could  only  date,  at  tbe  earliest,  from  the  time 
it  was  conferred  by  the  Commissioner,  which  in  tbis  case  was  August 
13, 1883. 

If  the  Commissioner  has  power  to  confer  a  pre-emption  right  upon 
any  person,  lam  unaware  of  tbe  law  which  bestows  that  power.  Tbe 
act  of  Congress  alone  gives  the  one  pre-emptive  right  to  parties,  other- 
wise qualified  for  its  exercise.  When  that  right  ha«  once.been  exer- 
cised, tbe  privilege  conferred  is  exhausted,  and  as  the  law  now  stands, 
there  is  no  power  anywhere,  save  in  Congress,  to  authorize  tbe  exer- 
cise of  tbe  privilege  again  by  tbe  same  person.  It  is  tberefore  useless 
to  discuss  tbe  question  as  to  when  tbe  right,  supposed  to  have  been 
conferred  by  tbe  Commissioner  iu  tbis  case,  dated  from  ;  whether  when 
be  awarded  it ;  when  it  was  exercised,  or  from  tbe  date  of  the  actual 
settlement,  or  when  tbe  application  was  presented! 

Tbe  important:  question  then  is,  bad  Goist  exercised  bis  one  pre- 
emptive right,  or  did  be  come  within  the  inhibition  contained  in  sec- 
tion 2261  of  tbe  Eevised  Statutes  ? — which  is  as  follows : 

No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  pre-emptive  right  by 
virtue  of  tbe  provisions  of  Section  2259  5  nor  where  a  party  has  filed  bis 
declaration  of  intention  to  claim  tbe  benefit  of  such  provisions,  shall  be 
file,  at  any  future  time,  a  second  declaration  for  anotber  tract. 

On  March  3, 185G,  Commissioner  Hendricks  issued  a  circular  (1  Les- 
ter, No.  416),  construing  tbe  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1843 
(5  Stat.,  619),  from  which  section  that  of  the  Revised  Statutes  was  taken . 
In  that  circular  it  was  said: 

Where  a  claimant,  however, files  a  declaration,  which  may 

prove  invalid,  in  consequence  of  tbe  laud  applied  for  not  being  oi)en  to 
pre-emption,  or  by  tbe  determination  against  him  as  a  conflicting  claim- 
ant, or  from  any  other  similar  cause,  wbicb  would  bave  ])revented  liim 
from  consummating  a  pre  emption  under  such  declaration,  such  illegal 
filing  will  be  treated  as  a  nullity,  and  as  no  inhibition  to  his  subse- 
quently filinga  legaland  properdeclarationforthe  same  tract 

or  for  other  land  ;  it  being  tbe  purpose  of  the  law  to  allow  a  claimant 
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a  pre-emption  upon  one  tract,  and  nothing  more,  and  also  to  prevent 
declarations  from  being  presented  or  filed  where  the  intention  of  estab- 
lishing a  preemption  is  not  bona-fide. 

This  construction  of  the  law,  so  far  as  lean  learn,  has  been  nuiformly 
adhered  to,  in  the  administration  of  the  Land  Department  from  the  time 
of  its  promulgation  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  case  of  Hannah  M.  Brown  (4  L.  D.,  9)  the  same  view  was  re- 
iterated, and  it  was  said : 

When  the  law  restricted  persons  otherwise  proper! j  qualified  to  "one 
preemptive  right,''  it  meant  a  right  to  be  enjoyed  in  its  full  fruition; 
not  that  a  fruitless  eifort  to  obtain  it  should  be  equivalent  to  its  entire 
consummation.  So  when  the  law  declares  that  a  party  having  filed  a 
declaration  of  intention  to  claim  such  right  as  to  one  tract  of  land  should 
not  file  a  second  declaration  as  to  another,  it  meant  the  filing  on  a  tract 
open  to  such  filing,  and  whereon  the  right  thereby*  claimed  could  rii>eu 
into  an  entry. 

The  case  under  consideration  comes  clearly  within  the  rule  thus  es- 
tablished. 

The  record  discloses  that  the  soldier's  declaratory  statement^  whicli 
was  filed  on  the  first  tract,  was^  in  due  course  of  time,  consummated  by 
Hugheson,  and  consequently,  if  Goist  had  persisted  in  adhering  to  his 
filing  as  to  that  tract,  which  he  was  not  bound  to  do  after  he  discov- 
ered the  adverse  claim  to  it,  "  the  right  thereby  claimed  could  not  ripen 
into  an  entry."  This  being  so,  Goist  cannot  be  held  to  have  exercised 
the  ^'  one  pre-emptive "  to  which  he  was  entitled ;  nor  was  the  filing 
such  a  one  as  the  prohibition  of  the  Revised  Statutes  is  properly  applica- 
ble to,  and  therefore  in  my  opinion  your  predecessor  was  right  when 
he  treated  the  first  filing  of  Goist  '^  as  a  nullity,  and  as  no  inhibition  to 
his  subsequently  filing  a  legal  and  proper  declaration  for  ...  . 
other  land,"  in  the  language  of  the  circular  of  1856. 

Entertaining  this  view,  it  follows  that  Goist's  application  to  file  pre- 
emption claim  upon  the  E.  i  of  NW.  J  and  the  W.  i  of  NE.  J  of  Sec. 
27,  must  be  treated  as  though  an  original  ofier  to  file,  which  he  was 
fully  qualified  to  make.  His  right  thereunder  must  date  from  the  time 
he  made  actual  settlement  upon  said  tract,  which  was  February  16, 
1883 ;  the  action  of  the  land  officers  can  not  change  said  date,  for  that 
action  conferred  no  new  right,  but  simply  declared  that  the  man  was  a 
qualified  pre-emption  claimant  when  he  presented  his  filing,  and  the 
same  ought  then  to  have  been  received. 

It  follows  naturally  from  this  premise  that  the  failure  of  the  local 
officers  to  have  noted  on  the  proper  records  of  their  office  his  claim 
against  said  tract  can  not  be  permitted  to  work  to  his  prejudice,  inas- 
much as  he  had  done  all  the  law  required  of  him  and  the  officers  alone 
were  derelict  in  this  duty.  His  preemption  claim  stands  therefore  in  a 
light  not  less  favorable  than  it  would  have  stood  if  he  had  been  per- 
mitted by  the  local  officers  to  do  that  which  was  offered  to  be  done. 
Lytle  V.  Arkansas,  9  How.,  314. 
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It-is  true  that  this  failure  of  the  officers  to  make  the  proper  notes 
upou  their  records  is  thus  made  to  work  a  hardship  upon  Bottum,  an- 
other innocent  party  who  visited  the  land  and  examined  the  records 
before  presenting  for  record  his  entry  papers — thus  having  likewise  done 
all  that  the  law  required  of  him.  But  the  law  must  be  administered 
on  principle,  notwithstanding  individual  hardship  may  sometimes  be 
caused  thereby,  as  to  deviate  from  a  general  rule  because  of  particu- 
lar hardship^  is  most  mischievous  and  dangerous.  For,  as  has  been 
repeatedly  said,  ^<  hard  cases  make  bad  law." 

The  safe  rule  which  the  courts  apply  to  a  case  of  this  sort,  where 
equities  and  rights  are  so  equall}'  divided,  is  that  '^  he  has  the  better 
title  who  was  first  in  point  of  time."  Goist  was  a  qualified  preemptor; 
first  in  point  of  time,  he  made  application  for  the  laud  in  controversy ; 
first  in  point  of  time  he  made  personal  settlement  upon  the  tract  em- 
braced within  his  claim — such  settlement  as  the  law  required  and  such 
settlement  as  would  have  reserved  it  from  the  claim  of  any  other  comer, 
if  the  application  had  been  properly  put  of  record — and  first  in  point 
of  time  he  did  all  that  the  law  required  of  iiim. 

Under  this  rule,  I  reverse  the  judgment  appealed  from,  and  hold  that 
Goist  has  the  prior  right  to  the  land  in  controversy,  and  the  homestead 
entry  of  Bottum  is  subject  to  such  prior  right. 


practice-emotion  for  contiyuance. 
United  States  v.  Conners  et  al. 

MotioDS  for  continaaDce  are  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  local  officers, 
but  nn  abuse  of  such  discretion  will  be  corrected  by  the  appellate  tribunal. 

On  the  defendant's  fa4ure  to  cross-examine  witnesses  at  the  proper  time,  the  recall  of 
said  witnesses,  for  such  purpose,  shonld  be  at  his  expense. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  21, 1887, 

The  following  pre-emption  entries  in  the  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  land 
district,  to  wit. 

James  Conner  for  the  N.  ^  of  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  24,  and  the  SE.  J  of 
the  SW.  i  and  the  SW.  J  of  the  SB.  J  of  See.  13,  T.  59  N.,  R.  24  W.: 

•  •  «  •  « 

Were  suspended  by  your  office  letter  of  January  16, 1885,  and  a  hear- 
ing ordered  upon  the  report  of  Special  Agent  Webster  Eaton,  who  re- 
ported said  entries  as  fraudulent,  and  m«ide  in  the  interest  of  John 
Martin  &  Co. 

The  hearing  in  all  of  said  cases  was  set  for  February  23, 1885,  and 
notice  made  by  publication  as  well  as  by  registered  letter  sent  to  said 
entrymen  and  to  John  Martin  &  Co. 
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By  letter  of  March  24, 1885,  the  register  and  receiver  transmitted 
the  record  in  the  case  of  John  Conners,  saying  : 

At  the  time  and  place  get,  Webster  Eaton,  special  agent  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  appeared  with  his  witnesses,  and. the  testimony  on  the 
part  of  the  government  was  taken.  Also  appeared  Taylor  &  Taylor, 
and  filed  the  affidavit  of  G.  E.  Brown,  asking  for  a  contin nance.  All 
the  x)apers  in  the  case  are  transmitted  herewith  for  your  consideration 
and  action. 

Letters  to  the  same  effect  were  prepared  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
transmitting  the  record  in  each  of  the  other  cases. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  letters  transmitting  the  records  aforesaid, 
you  considered  all  of  said  cases  in  your  letter  of  May  27, 1885,  and  held 
that— 

The  evidence  for  the  government  sustains  the  allegations  of  fraud  and 
speculation  involved  in  the  hearings,  and  the  defence  being  in  default 
the  entries  are  hereby  canceled. 

From  said  decision  of  May  27, 1885,  and  your  office  decision  of  July 
17, 1885,  refusing  to  review  said  decision,  the  John  Martin  Lumber 
Gompany,  transferees  under  said  entrymen,  appeal. 

It  appears  that  Taylor  &  Taylor,  attorneys  for  the  John  Martin  Lum- 
ber Gompany,  made  a  motion 'for  a  continuance  of  said  case,  February 
21 — two  days  before  the  day  set  for  the  hearing — and  filed  in  support 
of  said  motion  the  following  affidavit  of  G.  E.  Brown,  the  Secretary  ot 
the  John  Martin  Lumber  Gompany : 

Gyrus  E.  Brown,  appearing  personally  before  me,  and  being  sworn 
says:  that  he  is  tbe  secretary  of  the  elohii  Martin  Luniber  Gompany,  a 
corporation,  and  that  said  John  Martin  Lumber  Gompany  claims  to  be 
the  owner  by  purcbasc  from  tbe  entrymen  of  each  of  tbe  above-men- 
tioned tracts  of  land;  lliatitpaid  a  valuable  consideration  tberefor; 
that  notices  of  bearing  in  said  cases  were  received  by  it  on  tbe  I2th  day 

of  February,  1885;  that  tbe  8:iid  James  Conners, 

arc  each  of  them  unmanied  men,  and  bave  not  since  tbe  purcbasc  of 
said  lands  so  entered  by  tbem  by  tbe  affiant  had  any  permanent  place 
of  residence;  tbat  in  tbe  time  since  said  notices  were  received  by  it  af- 
fiant lias  not  boon  able  to  discover  tbe  whereabouts  of  eitber  of  said 
persons;  tbat  affiant  is  informed  and  verily  believes  tbat  said  Conners, 

are  laboring  men  b^^  occupation,  and  are  now  eugage<l 

at  some  of  tbe  lumber  camps  upon  tbe  bead  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
river  a  great  distance  from  communication  by  mail  or  telegraph;  that 
they  and  each  of  tbem  are  material  and  comi)etent  witnesses  in  said 
cases;  and  affiant  is  informed  and  believes  will,  if  time  is  granted  so 
that  their  whereabouts  can  be  ascertained  and  their  testimony  secured 
before  said  land  office,  each  testify  tbat  be  entered  upon  said  land  in 
good  faith,  and  built  a  good  and  substantial  dwelling  house  thereon, 
with  floors,  windows,  doors,  roof  and  cellar;  tbat  be  cleared  off,  grubbed, 
broke,  and  fitted  for  cultivation  a  large  tract  of  said  land,  and  made 
other  valuable  improvements  thereon;  that  during  the  time  prescribed 
by  law,  and  for  a  long  time  thereafter  he  lived  and  made  his  home  upon 
said  land  that  he  is  a  poor  man  and  had  no  means  of  improving  said 
land  except  liisown  unaided  manual  labor;  tbat  said  entry  of  said  laud 
was  made  for  tbe  sole  purpose  of  cultivation  and  to  make  a  home  for 
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bimseif  thereou ;  that  all  bis  acts  in  aDd  about  bis  said  entry  were  done 
in  good  faitb,  and  tbat  be  in  all  tbings  complied  witb  tbe  pre-emption 
laws;  tbat  at  tbe  present  time  of  year  commnnicatiou  witb  tbe  upper 
Mississippi  river  is  verj^  difficult,  and  can  only  t)e  bad  at  all  by  great 
exertion  and  unusual  expcaise;  tbat  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  said  ])erson8  to  testify  in  said  matters  at  said  land 
office;  tbat  affiant  verily  believes  if  time  is  granted  bim  be  will  be  able 
to  procure  the,  attendance  of  said  persons  before  said  land  office  to  tes- 
tify in  said  matters;  tbat  affiant  knows  no  other  witnesses  by  whom 
said  facts  can  be  proven  Wherefore  affiant  prays  that  the  hearings  in 
said  actions  may  be  i^ostponed  for  a  reasonable  time  to  enable  bim  to 
procure  the  attendance  of  said  persons  before  said  land  office  to  testify 
ill  said  cases.    And  further  saitb  not. 

At  the  hearing  of  sard  cases,  February  23,  there  was  no  appearance 
for  either  the  entrymen  or  the  John  Martin  Lumber  Company;  but 
Special  Agent  Eaton  appeared  for  tbe  government,  objected  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  tbe  case,  and  oflFered  evidence  in  behalf  of  the  government — 
which  was  received. 

In  tbe  report  of  tbe  bearing  the  register  and  receiver  say  tbat  it  was 
their  intention  ^^to  take  tbe  testimony  on  the  part  of  tbe  government, 
and  then  continue  the  case  for  sixty  days  to  allow  tbe  John  Martin 
Lumber  Company  to  procure  the  attendance  of  their  witnesses";  that 
it  has  been  tbe  policy  of  tbe  office  to  grant  continuances  upon  good  cause 
shown;  but  tbat  tbe  special  agent  insisted  tbat  no  good  cause  for  a  con- 
tinuance bad  been  shown. 

By  circular  of  tbe  Department  of  August  6,  1884  (11 C.  L,  O.,  161)  in 
view  of  the  exhaustion  of  tbe  appropriation,  registers  and  receivers  were 
directed  to  postpone  all  bearings  without  date ;  but  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver were  advised  in  tbe  letter  ordering  a  bearing  in  tb^se  cases,  tbat 
said  bearing  would  not  be  subject  to  the  instructions  contained  in  tbat 
circular.    Referring  to  this  tbe  local  officers  say : 

Being  in  doubt  as  to  tbe  desire  of  the  Department  for  an  immediate 
hearing,  we  have  taken  tbe  testimony  submitted  through  Special  Agent 
Eaton  on  the  part  of  tbe  government,  and  now  submit  tbe  case  to  j'ou 
for  consideration  as  to  whether  a  continuance  shall  be  granted  tbe  John 
Martin  Lumber  Company  or  not. 

Upon  this  point,  in  your  decision  of  May  27, 1885,  canceling  these  en- 
tries, yon  say : 

The  matter  of  granting  continuances  is  in  your  discretion  to  be  exer- 
cised in  view  of  the  established  facts  as  a  foundation  for  tbe  continu- 
ance. Tbat  you  submitted  tbe  evidence  offered  on  behalf  of  tbe  govern- 
ment on  the  day  fixed  for  the  bearing  concludes  tbe  presumption  that 

you  were  not  satisfied  tbat  the  continuance  should  be  gran  ted 

Your  exercise  of  your  discretion  was  complete  and  proper,  as  appears 
from  tbe  record.'' 

It  is  true  that  all  motions  for  a  continuance  are  addressed  to  the  sound 

discretion  of  tbe  local  officers ;  but  an  abuse  of  sucb  discretion  should 

be  corrected  by  the  appellate  tribunal.    Tbe  claimants  made  a  proper 

showing  in  full  compliance  witb  Rule  20  of  Rules  of  Practice,  and  tbe 

continuance  asked  for  should  have  been  granted. 
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Besides,  tbe  record  does  not  sbow  that  the  local  officers  Trere  not  sat- 
isfied that  tbe  continuance  sboukt  be  granted,  or  that  tbey  exercised 
any  discretion  in  refusing  it ;  on  tbe  contrary,  tbey  submitted  tbat 
question  to  your  office  for  decision. 

With  the  motion  for  review  of  your  decision  tbe  John  Martin  Lum- 
ber Company  file  the  affidavit  of  C.  E.  Brown,  who  says  tbat  since  said 
hearing  they  have  learned  of  the  whereabouts  of  said  witnesses,  and 
verily  believe  they  will  be  able  to  secure  their  attendance  at  the  local 
office  should  a  rehearing  be  granted,  and  tbat  they  expect  to  be  able  to 
show  by  said  witnesses  tbe  facts  as  to  settlement  and  residence  of  said 
entrymen  and  to  sustain  their  title  to  said  lands. 

From  the  foregoing,  I  am  satisfied  tbat  the  showing  of  tbe  defend- 
ants was  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  the  continuance  asked  for,  and 
that  a  rehearing  of  said  case  should  be  bad  to  enable  them  to  introduce 
testimony  in  their  behalf. 

It  apjiears  from  the  record  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  register 
and  receiver  to  take  the  testimony  on  behalf  of  the  government,  and 
then  to  saspend  the  further  hearing  of  said  case  for  sixty  days— if  ap- 
proveil  by  your  office — to  enable  defendants  to  introduce  their  proof; 
and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  impression  made  upon  counsel  for  de- 
fendants. 

There  would  seem  to  be  no  objection  to  this  proceeding,  and  as  the 
defendants  have  shown  no  reason  why  they  did  not  attend  at  the  hear- 
ing on  the  23d  of  February  to  cross  examine  the  government  witnesses, 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  government  should  be  compelled  to  re-submit 
its  proof,  especially  as  such  proof  appears  of  record.  I  therefore  (lirect 
that  you  order  the  further  hearing  of  this  case  before  the  register  and 
receiver,  after  thirty  days  notice  to  all  parties,  to  enable  the  defend- 
ants to  submit  testimony  in  their  behalf,  at  which  the  government  may 
also  introduce  such  other  testimony  as  it  may  desire ;  and  if  practicable 
a  special  agent  should  be  present  to  represent  the  government.  Should 
the  defendants  desire  to  recall  the  witnesses  offered  by  the  government 
at  tbe  hearing  of  February  23, 1885,  for  the  purpose  of  cross-examina- 
tion, tbey  will  be  required  to  summon  them  at  their  expense. 


WAGON  IWAD  GRAyTSELECTION— WITHDRAWAL, 

RiNEHART  V.  Willamette  Valley  &  Cascade  Mt.  Wagon  Road 

Co. 

The  i?raut  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  this  road  was  not  a  |;rant  of  lauds  in  place,  or 
of  specific  lauds,  but  a  grant  of  qnantitj',  to  bo  selected  from  tbe  odd  numbered 
sections  within  certain  boundaries  determined  by  the  construction  of  tbe  ruad  : 
hence  without  selection  the  right  of  the  company  does  not  attach  to  any  speciiic 
tracf. 
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Tbe  constrnctton  of  the  road  and  the  filing  of  a  map  of  definite  location  thereof  did 
not  canjie  tbe  grant  to  attach  to  any  particular  tract  of  land,  or  withdraw  from 
entry  the  lauds  within  the  limits  fixed  therehy. 

An  execntive  withdrawal  in  not  efl'ectivo  until  notice  of  tbe  same  is  received  at  the 
local  office. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  23, 1887. 

This  case  involves  the  right  to  the  NW.  J  of  Sec.  29,  T.  13  S.,  R.  45 
E.,  W.  M.,  La  Grande,  Oregon. 

The  company  claims  the  right  to  select  the  land  in  controversy  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  July  5,  186G  (14  Stat.,  89),  granting  to  Oregon 

^'  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  military  road alternate 

sections  of  x>ublic  lands  designated  by  odd  numbers,  three  sections  x)er 
mile,  to  be  selected  within  six  miles  of  said  road,"  providing  '*  that  any 
and  all  lands  heretofore  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  other  competent  authority,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
served from  the  operation  of  this  act." 

The  act  makes  no  provision  for  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location 
or  general  route,  or  for  the  withdrawal  of  lands,  but  provides : 

That  the  lands  hereby  granted  to  said  State  shall  bo  disposed  of  only 
in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say,  that  when  ten  miles  of  said 
road  shall  be  completed,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  thirty  sec- 
tions for  said  road  may  be  sold  coterminous  to  said  completed  portion 
of  said  road,  and  when  the  Governor  of  said  State  shall  certify  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  any  ten  continuous  miles  of  said  road  are 
completed,  then  another  quantity  of  land  hereby  granted,  not  to  exceed 
thirty  sections,  may  be  sold  coterminous  to  said  completed  portion  of 
said  road,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  said  road  is  completed. 

According  to  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of  Oregon  the  road  op. 
posite  the  land  in  question  was  completed  June  24, 1871,  and  a  map 
showing  tbe  definite  location  of  said  completed  portion  was  filed  in  the 
General  Land  Office  July  10, 1871. 

On  June  2, 1871,  the  Commissioner  addressed  a  letter  to  the  local 
officers  at  La  Grande,  Oregon,  transmitting  a  diagram  of  said  road 
within  said,  district,  ordering  a  withdrawal  of  the  odd  sections  within 
the  six  mile  limits  as  follows :  "  It  is  hereby  directed  that  you  withhold 
from  disposal  the  odd  sections  thus  falling  within  said  designated  limits 
and  make  note  of  such  on  your  records." 

It  appears,  however,  that  no  notice  of  this  withdrawal  was  received 
at  the  local  office. 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  office  April  24, 1874. 

• 

The  company  has  not  m<ide  selection  of  this  tract,  but  now  applies 
to  be  allowed  to  select  it  under  their  grant. 

The  claim  of  Binehart  is  based  on  the  following  facts,  found  upon  a 
hearing  before  the  register  and  receiver  January  19,  1884,  ordered  by 
your  office  to  determine  the  status  of  the  land. 

James  B.  Keeney,  a  (jualified  pre-emptor,  settled  and  lived  upon  this 
land  from  the  fall  of  1SG2  to  September,  1870,  and  improved  it  to  the 
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extent  of  $1,500,  when  he  sold  his  claim  to  the  improvements  to  W.  S. 
Glenn  and  plaintiff  Kinehart.  Glenn  remained  on  the  tract  one  ye^ir, 
and  sold  his  interest  to  Myers,  who  in  September,  1872,  sold  said  inter- 
est to  Riuehart. 

Eiuehart  filed  declaratory  statement  for  this  tract  July  14,  1874, 
within  three  months  after  the  filing  of  the  township  plat  in  the  local 
office,  alleging  settlenient  July  14, 1872.  The  alleged  settlement  was 
from  the  date  that  Biuehart  became  the  sole  owner' of  the  improve- 
ments. He  continued  to  improve  the  tract,  and  his  improvements  are 
now  alleged  to  be  of  the  value  of  85.000.    He  is  a  qualified  pre-emptor. 

Counsel  for  the  road  contend  that  this  was  a  present  grant  of  every 
odd  section  of  land  within  six  miles  of  the  road  on  each  side  thereof,  and 
that  after  the  completion  of  each  ten  miles  of  road,  the  right  of  the  com- 
pany attached  as  of  the  date  of  the  grant  to  every  odd  section  within 
six  miles  on  each  side  of  said  completed  portion,  excepting  only  lands 
that  had  been  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  act  of  Congress,  or  other 
competent  authority,  although  the  company  was  only  entitled  to  make 
selection  of  three  sections  per  mile,  and  that  when  such  selections  were 
made,  the  remaining  o<ld  sections  reverted  to  the  government  by  force 
of  such  selection. 

As  tho  line  of  the  rojid  could  not  definitely  be  known  at  the  date  of 
the  grant,  the  practical  effect  of  the  construction  contended  for  is  that 
every  odd  section  within  the  territory  through  which  the  road  might 
pass  was  absolutely  granted  to  the  company,  to  enable  it  to  locate  their 
road  and  within  the  limits  so  located  to  select  therefrom  to  the  extent 
of  three  sections  per  mile  any  odd  sections  which  had  not  theretofore 
been  reserved  to  the  United  States  by  act  of  Congress  or  other  com- 
l)etent  authority.  Hence,  they  argue  that  as  pre-emption  claims  are  not 
embraced  within  the  exception  of  "lands  reserved  to  the  United  States," 
they  are  not  excepted  from  the  operation  of  this  grant  as  in  other  grants 
where  such  claims  are  expressly  reserved  and  provided  for;  that  it  is 
within  the  power  of  Congress  to  grant  lands  covered  by  pre-emption 
settlements  and  filings,  and  that  such  lands  are  granted  unless  ex- 
pressly reserved  from  the  operation  of  the  grant. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  Frisbie  r. 
A^hitney  (9  Wall.,  187),  and  the  Yosemite  Valley  case  (15  Wall.,  77), 
held  that  occupation  and  improvement  of  the  public  lands  with  a  view 
to  pre-emption  do  not  confer  a  vested  right  in  the  land  so  occupied,  nor 
does  such  right  become  vested  under  the  pre-emption  law,  until  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  and  the  receipt  of  the  proper  land  oflS- 
cer  given  to  the  purchaser;  but  in  these  cases  the  court  also  held,  that 
settlement  and  filing  confer  an  inchoate  right,  which  will  be  protected 
against  the  claim  of  other  persons  who  have  not  an  equal  or  suiwrior 
right,  although  it  is  not  a  valid  claim  against  the  United  States. 

In  the  cases  cited.  Congress  had  expressly  granted  the  specific  lands 
in  controversy.    No  specific  lands  were  granted  to  the  State  of  Oregon 
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to  aid  in  the  construction  of  this  road,  but  simply  a  grant  of  three  sec- 
tions per  mile,  to  be  selected  within  the  limits  of  six  miles  on  each  side 
of  said  road,  when  any  ten  miles  of  the  same  should  be  completed  and 
certified  to  by  the  Governor.  A  settlement  with  a  view  to  pre-emption 
on  lands  falling  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  before  the  date  of  the 
grant  being  authorized  by  law,  con  erred  an  inchoate  right  on  the  set- 
tler against  every  one  but  the  United  States,  and  unless  such  lands 
were  expressly  and  specifically  granted,  this  inchoate  right  could  not 
be  defeated  or  pass  to  another  by  mere  implication  or  intendment. 
Therefore,  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  right  of  the  company  attached  at 
the  date  of  the  grant  to  all  lands  from  which  selection  might  be  made, 
that  right  of  selection  did  not  embrace  lands  on  which  settlement  with 
a  view  to  pre-emption  had  been  made  prior  to  and  existing  at  the  date 
of  the  grant,  because  such  settlement  being  made  under  authority  of 
law  conferred  upon  the  settler  a  right  that  could  not  be  defeated  or 
divested  by  the  grant  unless  such  lands  had  been  specifically  granted* 

In  this  case  Keeney,  a  qualified  preemptor,  settled  upon  the  land  in 
1S62,  four  years  prior  to  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  continued  to  occupy 
and  improve  the  land  nntil  1870,  when  he  sold  his  improvements  to 
Glenn  and  the  plaintiff  Binehart.  Five  years  later  Binehart  acquired 
by  purchase  the  entire  interest  in  the  improvements,  and  has  continued 
to  improve  the  tract. 

The  township  plat  was  filed  in  the  local  ofBce  April  24, 1874,  and  July 
14,  thereafter,  Binehart  filed  his  declaratory  statement. 

Keeney's  failure  to  file  a  declai*atory  statement  and  the  sale  of  hi» 
improvements  several  years  after  his  settlement  does  not  prove  that 
his  settlement  was  a  trespass  and  was  not  made  with  a  view  to  pre- 
emption. The  reasonable  presumption  is  that  his  settlement  was. 
made  in  pursuance  of  law  and  not  in  violation  of  law.  He  could  not 
signify  his  intention  by  the  filing  of  a  declaratory  statement,  because 
the  township  plat  was  not  filed  until  1874.  In  this  respect  the  case  dif- 
ers  from  Water  and  Mining  Company  v.  Bugbey  (96  U.  S.,  165),  and  sim- 
ilar cases  cited  by  counsel. 

Bat  I  think  it  is  clear  that  the  grant  to  Oregon  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  road  was  not  a  grant  of  lands  in  place,  or  of  specific 
lands,  but  a  grant  of  quantity,  to  be  selected  from  the  odd  numbered 
sections  within  certain  boundaries  to  be  fixed  and  defined  by  the  con- 
struction of  sections  of  road  of  ten  miles  each.  Hence,  the  lands  that 
Congress  granted  or  intended  to  grant  could  only  be  ascertained  when 
they  were  actually  selected  within  the  limits  of  six  miles  of  the  road, 
and  for  every  ten  miles  of  road  constructed  and  certified  to  by  the 
Governor,  and  until  selection  has  been  made,  as  aforesaid,  the  com- 
pany's right  does  not  attach  to  any  specific  tract  of  land. 

The  only  questions  remaining  to  be  considered  are  whether  the  lands 
were  by  the  act  of  certification  of  the  completion  of  the  road  withdrawn 
from  entry,  or  whether  the  department  upon  the  filing  of  such  certifi- 
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cate  bad  the  power  to  withdraw  said  lands  from  entry,  and  whether 
the  filing  of  such  notice  in  the  local  office  was  necessary  to  give  effect 
to  such  withdrawal  so  far  as  to  reserve  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
said  withdrawal  from  settlement  and  entry  under  the  general  land  laws. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  act  makes  no  provision  for  filing  of  map  of 
definite  location,  nor  for  any  withdrawal  of  lands  from  entry  for  the 
bet'efit  of  said  road,  but  it  is  the  completion  of  the  road  that  gives  posi- 
tion to  the  six  mile  limits  within  which  selections  may  be  made.  It 
would  however,  be  necessary  to  file  a  map  showing  the  location  of  the 
road  as  definitely  fixed  by  actual  construction  in  order  to  determine 
what  lands  should  be  withdrawn.  The  road  wa^  completed  opposite 
the  land  in  controversy  June  24, 1871,  and  a  withdrawal  from  entry  of 
the  odd  sections  within  the  limits  of  six  miles  on  each  side  of  the  road 
then  completed  was  ordered  by  letter  of  June  2, 1871,  bat  it  is  alleged 
that  this  letter  was  not  received  at  the  local  office.  On  July  10, 1871, 
the  company  filed  a  map  showing  the  definite  location  of  this  part  of 
the  road.  At  this  date  the  land  had  not  been  surveyed  and  hence  it 
was  not  known  whether  the  land  in  dispute  was  an  odd  or  even  section. 

On  July  14, 1874,  Binehart  filed  his  declaratory  statement,  alleging 
settlement  July  14, 1872. 

Counsel  for  the  company  contend  that  when  any  ten  miles  of  said 
road  has  been  completed  and  a  mstp  is  filed  showing  the  location  of 
said  constructed  road,  fixing  the  limits  within  which  the  right  of  selec- 
tion may  be  made,  such  right  of  selection  attaches  to  every  odd  sec- 
tion within  the  granted  limits,  and  the  right  to  make  choice  from  the 
entire  six  sections  after  the  certification  by  the  Governor  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  road  is  a  right  that  can  not  be  impaired  or  limited,  and 
the  location  of  the  road  by  its  own  operation  and  vigor  withoat  any 
action  of  the  executive  withdraws^the  land  from  all  disposition  by  the 
land  department  from  the  time  the  line  of  the  road  is  made  definite 
,in  the  way  contemplated  by  the  act. 

In  support  of  this  view  the  case  of  VanWyck  v.  Enevals  (106  U.  S., 
336),  and  other  similar  cases,  are  cited  to  the  effect  that  when  the  map 
of  definite  location  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  "  it  then 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  withdraw  the 
lands  granted  from  market.  But  if  he  ^should  neglect  this  dut^',  the 
neglect  would  not  impair  the  rights  of  the  company,  however  prejudi- 
cial it  might  prove  to  others." 

In  the  cases  cited  the  grants  were  for  every  odd  section  within  cer- 
tain limits,  and  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location  fixed  and  de- 
termined with  precision  the  lauds  actually  granted  to  the  road  without 
further  action  on  the  part  of  the  road  or  the  land  department,  so  that 
the  right  of  the  roatl,  at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion, absolutely  attached  to  every  odd  section  of  land  within  the  pri- 
mary limits,  whether  the  lauds  were  withdrawn  from  entry  or  not. 
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Bat  a  different  rale  prevails  in  case  of  lands  to  be  selected  in  lien  of 
those  within  the  limits  of  primary  location,  which  have  been  sold  or 
preempted  before  the  location  is  made.  In  such  cases  the  right  of  the 
road  attaches  only  from  the  date  of  selection,  and  the  filing  of  the  map 
of  definite  location  does  not  of  itself  withdraw  the  land  from  entry, 
unless  express  provision  is  made  therefor  by  the  terms  of  the  grant. 

It  is  however  contended  that  the  grant  under  consideration  was  a 
present  grant  of  an  absolute  quantity  of  lands,  and  not  a  grant  of  lieu 
lands  within  secondary  limits  where  the  quantity  could  not  be  known 
until  the  sections  lost  in  place  have  been  determined,  and  that  the  rule 
applicable  to  such  grants  does  not  apply  in  this  case. 

In  the  cases  cited  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location  actually 
determined  the  quantity  of  lands  lost  in  place.  If  the  grant  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  this  road  absolutely  attached  upon  the  filing  of 
a  map  of  definite  location  of  the  constructed  road  to  every  odd  section 
within  the  limits  from  which  they  were  entitled  to  select,  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  the  grant  is  for  an  absolute  known  quantity  of  land,  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  same  rule  would  not  apply  wiili  equal  force 
to  lands  in  secondary  or  indemnity  limits,  in  cases  where  the  grantee 
is  allowed  to  select  lands  for  those  lost  in  the  primary  limits,  because 
the  actual  quantity  of  land  that  the  road  is  entitled  to  select  being  ab- 
solutely determined  by  the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  location,  upon 
the  same  principle  the  grant  in  such  cases  would  at  that  date  attach 
absolutely  to  every  odd  section  within  the  indemnity  limits  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  company  to  make  selections  therefrom  to  sap- 
ply  the  deficiency  of  lands  lost  in  place.  It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  the 
numerous  authorities  to  show  that  no  such  right  attaches. 

I  am  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  construction  of  the  road 
and  the  filing  of  a  map  of  definite  location  thereof  does  not  cause  the 
grant  to  attach  to  any  particular  tract  of  land,  nor  does  it  by  itis  own 
operation  withdraw  from  entry  the  lands  within  the  limits  fixed  thereby. 

The  authority  of  the  department  to  withdraw  lands  in  the  indemnity 
limits  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  grantee  to  make  selection;^,  iu 
the  absence  of  express  provision  made  therefor  by  the  grant,  has  never 
been  directly  decided  by  the  courts,  but  in  several  cases  such  authority 
seems  to  have  been  recognized  by  the  supreme  court,  and  such  has  been 
the  ruling  of  the  department. 

In  the  case  of  the  grant  to  the  State  of  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  road  from  Chicago  to  Mobile,  no  x)rovision  was  made  iu  the 
grant  for  the  withdrawal  of  lands,  but  the  Commissioner  withdrew  the 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  State  to  make  selections.  This 
action  of  the  Commissioner  was  considered  approvingly  in  the  case  of 
Clements  v.  Warner,  24  How.,  394.  Again,  in  the  case  of  Riley  r. 
Wells,  cited  in  Wolsey  v.  Chapman  (101  U.  S.,  768),  the  court  held 
that  a  withdrawal  of  lands  from  private  entry  "was  suflicient  to  defeat 
a  settlement  for  the  purpose  of  pre-emption  while  the  order  was  iu 
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force,  notwithstanding  it  was  afterward  found  that  the  law,  by  reason 
of  which  this  action  was  taken,  did  not  contemplate  such  withdrawal.'^ 

The  grant  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Burlington  and  Missouri 
Eiver  Railroad  was  for  ten  odd  sections  per  mile  to  be  taken  on  the  line 
of  the  road  and  in  equal  quantities  on  each  side  thereof.  Xo  limits 
were  fixed  by  the  grant,  and  the  right  of  the  road  attached  onl^'  by  se- 
lection. In  the  case  of  the  United  States  v,  Burlington  and  Missouri 
Eiver  Eailroad  the  court,  construing  this  grant,  said :  ''  If  as  in  the 
present  case  by  its  [the  Land  Department]  neglect  for  years  to  with- 
draw from  sale  lands  beyond  twenty  miles  from  the  road,  the  land  op- 
posite any  section  of  the  road  has  been  taken  by  others  and  patented 
to  them,  there  can  be  no  just  objection  to  allowing  the  grant  to  the 
company  to  be  satisfied  by  land  situated  elsewhere  along  the  general 
line  of  the  road."    (98  TJ.  S.,  334.) 

Such  withdrawal  however  does  not  become  eftective  until  notice  of 
the  same  has  been  filed  in  the  local  ofiice.  If  the  act  of  withdrawal 
could  cause,  the  grant  to  attach  to  any  particular  section  or  sections 
withdrawn,  it  might  then  be  made  effective  without  the  filing  of  notice 
in  the  local  ofQce,  but  the  only  force  and  effect  of  such  withdrawal  is 
to  prohibit  settlements  upon  the  lands  withdrawn  after  giving  notice 
thereof  at  the  local  office  that  such  lands  are  withheld  from  settlement, 
until  selections  shall  be  made  by  the  grantee. 

Besides,  the  order  of  withdrawal  itself  clearly  shows  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Commissioner  that  such  withdrawal  should  not  take 
effect  until  it  was  received  at  the  local  office,  because  the  local  officers 
were  required  to  execute  the  order  by  withholding  from  disposal  the 
odd  sections  falling  within  the  designated  limits,  and  to  make  note  of 
such  on  their  records.  The  right  of  the  company  therefore,  dei)endiog 
upon  an  executive  and  not  a  legislative  withdrawal,  must  be  governed 
by  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  such  withdrawal. 

Prior  to  withdrawal  these  lands  were  subject  to  settlement  under  the 
pre-emption  and  homestead  laws.  The  law  provided  that  the  records 
of  the  land  office  shall  show  what  lands  are  subject  to  settlement  and 
entry.  This  notice  is  intended  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  the 
settler,  and  settlement  and  improvement  made  in  the  absence  of  such 
notice  or  upon  information  and  advice  of  the  local  officers,  who  have 
no  knowledge  of  such  withdrawal,  cannot  be  defeated  by  the  arbitrary 
choice  of  the  road  in  making  its  selections,  the  grant  not  having  at- 
tached at  that  time  to  any  particular  tract  of  land  within  said  limits. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion — 

Ist,  That  the  settlement  of  Keeney  in  1862  excepted  this  tract  from 
the  grant  of  July  5, 1866,  to  aid  in  the  <ionstruction  of  this  road. 

2d,  That  the  settlement  of  Einehart  in  1872  was  not  affected  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Commissioner  of  June,  1871,  no  notice  of  said  with- 
drawal having  been  filed  at  the  local  office  until  after  the  alleged  set- 
tlement of  Einehart. 
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Your  decision  is  therefore  affirmed. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  record  in  the  case  designates  the  land  as 
the  S W.  J  of  said  section  29.  After  the  argument  had  closed,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  tract  was  improperly  designated,  and  that  the  land 
involved  is  the  NW.  J  instead  of  the  SW.  J.  Accordingly,  counsel  were 
notified  of  the  error,  and  called  upon  to  show  cause  why  the  error  should 
not  be  corrected. 

In  response  thereto,  counsel  for  Kinehart  consents  to  said  correction 
and  counsel  for  the  road  submit  the  question  of  correction  to  the 
Department,  saying  they  will  be  content  with  the  decision  of  the  De- 
partment in  regard  to  making  said  correction  and  will  make  no  objec- 
tion thereto.  Letters  of  counsel  to  this  effect  have  been  filed  with  the 
record  in  the  case.  Being  satisfied  that  the  settlement  of  Binehart  is 
upon  the  NW.  i  instead  of  the  SW.  J,  and  that  the  declaratory  state- 
ment describes  the  land  as  the  N  W.  J  of  said  section  29,  the  correction 
will  be  accordingly  made  in  the  record  of  your  office. 


rRACTICE-AFFIDAVIT  OF  CONTESTS-JURISDICTION, 

GOTTHELF  V.  SWINSON. 

A  contest  affidavit  is  in  the  nature  of  an  information,  and  when  It  has  been  accepted, 
notice  issued,  and  service  made  thereof,  jurisdiction  is  acquired. 

If  the  affidavit  of  contest  is  defective,  the  jurisdiction  is  jiot  affected  thereby,  and 
objection  thereto  can  only  be  raised  at  the  hearing. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  23,  1887. 

July  14, 1881,  Philip  Swinson  made  timber  culture  entry  No.  6423  of 
the  SB.  i,  Sec.  15,  T.  107  K,  B.  57  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota,  and  September 
19, 1883,  Louis  Gotthelf  filed  contest  against  the  same  on  the  charge  of 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  breaking,  etc.  Notice 
was  given  by  publication,  and  hearing  had  November  5, 1883.  On  the 
day  of  hearing  the  contestant  filed  an  amended  affidavit  of  contest 
charging  the  same  as  the  former  one,  because  the  first  affidavit  had 
been  sworn  to  before  one  of  his  attorneys  in  the  case.  The  entryman 
defaulted.  The  evidence  submitted  showed  that  the  entryman  had 
failed  to  break  or  plow  five  acres  of  said  land  at  any  time  subsequent 
to  his  said  entry;  that  he  failed  to  crop  or  cultivate  any  part  of  said 
land,  and  that  said  tract  was  then  wholly  unimproved,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  one  and  three-quarters  acres  broken  in  1881.  The  register 
and  receiver  thereupon  recommended  the  cancellation  of  the  entry. 
Their  judgment  was  sustained  on  appeal  to  your  office,  and  the  entry 
held  for  cancellation  June  10, 1885.  From  this  decision  appeal  is  brough  t 
here. 

The  main  point  relied  upon  in  the  appeal  is  that  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver did  not  have  jurisdiction  to  issue  notice  on  the  first  affidavit  of 
2278  DEC 42 


658      DECISIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

contest,  because  the  same  was  sworn  to  before  contestant's  attorney. 
To  this  it  is  simply  necessary  to  say  that  the  contest  affidavit  is  in  the 
natnre  of  an  information :  and  when  the  register  and  receiver  have  ac- 
cepted and  acted  upon  the  information  tendered,  by  issuing  notice  to 
the  defendant,  when  service  is  made,  jurisdiction  in  the  case  is  acquired. 
Houston  V.  Coyle  (2  L.  D.,  68),  Butler  v.  Mohan  (3  id.,  513).  If  the  affi- 
davit of  contest  be  defective,  such  defect  does  not  touch  the  question 
of  jurisdiction ;  it  is  a  matter  that  can  only  be  excepted  to  at  the  hear- 
ing. Contests  have  been  allowed  where  no  affidavit  has  been  filed  at 
all,  where  the  information  upon  which  the  local  officers  acted  was  merely 
verbal,  or  where  it  was  reduced  to  writing,  but  not  verified  by  the  oath 
of  the  contestant.  The  rule  requiring  an  affidavit  to  be  filed  by  contest- 
ant when  initiating  his  contest  was  only  to  assure  the  government  of 
his  good  faith  in  the  premises.  It  is  always  to  the  interest  of  the  gov- 
ernment that  entries,  in  which  the  laws  have  not  been  complied  with, 
should  be  canceled,  sAid  to  that  end  legitimate  contests  are  favored. 
But,  if  this  were  not  so,  in  this  case  the  amended  affidavit  filed  on  the 
day  of  the  hearing  cured  any  defect  which  might  have  existed  in  the 
former  affidavit,  and  made  the  contest  good  beyond  all  question  or 
doubt. 

I  see  no  reason  for  disturbing  the  decision  appealed  from,  and  the 
same  is  accordingly  affirmed. 


eailroad  gliaxt—ixdemnitf  withdrawal;  act  of  march ^  1^79. 

Beady  v.  Southern  Pac.  R.  K.  Co. 

(On  Review.) 

As  no  vested  right  to  any  particular  tract  is  conferred  by  indemnity  withdrawali  aud 
the  existence  of  the  same  is  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, the  Department  may  prescribe  rules  by  which  failure  to  assert  the  right  of 
selection,  as  against  a  settler  after  withdrawal,  will  operate  as  a  revocatiou 
thereof  as  to  the  tract  involved. 

The  right  of  selection  within  indemnity  limits  is  a  preference  right  that  may  be  as- 
serted against  everyone,  but  failure  to  assort  such  right,  after  due  notice  of  a 
settler's  intention  to  make  final  proof  for  land  within  said  limits,  is  a  waiver  of 
said  right,  and  will,  after  proof  and  payment,  estop  the  company  from  setting  up 
the  illegality  of  the  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  25, 1887. 

In  tbe  case  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  t;.  Peter  F. 
Brady,  I  held  by  decision  of  February  8, 1887  (5  L.  D.,  407)  that  where 
a  settlement  is  made  upon  land  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  a  rail- 
road grant,  withdrawn  by  order  of  the  Secretary'  of  the  Interior,  and 
notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  is  given  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879  (20  Stat.,  472)  the  railroad  company  is  required  to 
appear  at  the  local  office  and  show  cause  why  the  entry  should  not  be 
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allowed,  and  its  failare  to  so  appear  aud  show  cause  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing final  proof  shall  be  considered  as  a  waiver  of  whatever  right  it  might 
have  acquired  to  the  premises.  ' 

The  railroad  company  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  this  decision, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  land  having  been  withdrawn  for  the  benefit 
of  said  company,  Brady's  entry  was  illegal,  and  the  failure  of  the  com- 
pany to  appear  and  contest  the  entry  could  not  make  that  lawful  which 
by  due  authority  is  declared  unlawful. 

The  issue  presented  by  the  motion  is  whether  Brady's  settlement 
upon  that  land  was  absolutely  unlawful,  for  if  we  concede  that  it  could 
never  ripen  into  a  right,  it  can  make  no  difference  whether  the  com- 
pany protested  or  not.  If  it  is  not  absolutely  unlawful,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  Department  may  not  prescribe  rules  by  which  the  com  - 
pany  shall  be  required  to  assert  their  claim  at  the  date  of  making  final 
proof,  and  upon  failure  so  to  do  to  be  considered  as  having  abandoned 
all  right  to  claim  said  land.  % 

These  lands  being  within  indemnity  limits,  the  company  have  no 
vested  right  by  reason  of  withdrawal,  but  their  right  to  any  particular 
tract  can  only  become  vested  by  selection  made  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary. 

Having  no  vested  right  by  virtue  of  withdrawal,  and  the  withdrawal 
depending  solely  upon  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that 
withdrawal  may  be  revoked  at  any  time  and  the  lands  restored  to  entry 
at  the  will  of  the  same  ofQcial  that  made  it. 

Is  there  any  reason  why  the  Department  may  not  prescribe  rules  by 
which  the  failure  of  the  company  to  appear  and  assert  its  right  or  in- 
tention, to  claim  any  particular  tract,  that  may  have  been  settled  upon, 
shall  operate  to  revoke  the  withdrawal  as  to  that  particular  section  and 
to  restore  it  to  entry  f  If  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  Department  to 
revoke  the  withdrawal  as  to  all  the  landn,  it  surely  has  the  i)ower  to 
revoke  the  withdrawal  of  a  part  of  said  lauds,  and  the  decisions  of  the 
Department  that  have  crystallized  into  a  general  rule  may  become  as 
effective  for  that  purpose  as  the  order  of  the  Secretary  directly  with- 
drawing all  the  land. 

All  questions  as  to  the  preference  rights  of  settlers  to  the  public 
lands  must  be  raised  and  decided  in  the  local  office,  and  a  failure  so  to 
assert  their  rights  aud  to  bring  the  same  before  the  General  Laud  Of- 
fice by  appeal  will  estop  them  from  afterwards  asserting  their  rights. 
The  right  of  the  road  to  make  selection  in  indemnity  limits  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  preference  right  that  they  may  assert  against  every 
one,  but  having  notice  of  the  intention  of  a  settler  to  make  final  proof  on 
any  tract  of  land  within  said  limits,  and  quietly  looking  on  and  allow- 
ing the  settler  to  pay  his  money  for  the  land  without  protesting  aud 
asserting  their  rights,  will  estop  them  from  afterwards  setting  up  the 
illegality  of  said  entry,  because  their  failure  to  assert  their  claim  is 
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equivalent  to  a  declaration  that  the^'  do  not  intend  to  select  that  par- 
ticular tract. 

In  the  case  of  Fox  v,  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  (2  L. 
D.,  558)  the  application  to  file  for  the  land  was  rejected  by  the  local 
officers,  because  it  was  within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  withdrawal 
for  said  road.  While  this  decision  was  proper,  yet,  if  the  entry  had 
been  allowed,  it  would  not  have  relieved  the  company  from  the  necessity 
of  asserting  its  rights  when  the  settler  made  application  to  prove  up. 
Nor  is  the  circular  of  May  26, 1883  (10  C.  L.  O.,  95),  cited  by  counsel 
with  the  case  of  Pox  t?.  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company,  repugnant 
to  this  view. 

The  case  of  Buttz  v,  Korthern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  (119  U.  S., 
55)  involving  the  question  of  a  legislative  withdrawal  in  granted  limits, 
is  not  applicable  to  this  case. 

The  motion  is  refused. 


PRIVATE  CASH  ENTRY;   ERRONEOUS  SURVEY, 

E.  W.  Harris. 

Land  withiQ  the  limits  of  the  official  survey  of  a  private  claim,  iu  excess  of  the 
amount  confirmecl  and  patented,  is  not  subject  to  private  cash  entry;  and  can 
only  be  disposed  of  after  the  survey  has  been  duly  amended. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroxo  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  May  25,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  E.  W.  Harris  from  the  decisions  of 
your  office,  dated  October  15,  and  November  20,  1885,  refusing  to 
allow  his  application  to  make  private  cash  entry  of  lands  in  T.  4N.,  B. 
16  E.,  at  the  Detroit  land  office,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  record  shows  that  your  office,  on  October  15, 1885,  advised  the  local 
land  officers,  that  the  application  of  Mr.  Harris  must  be  rejected,  for 
the  reason  that  the  lands  applied  for  are  within  the  lines  of  the  official 
surveys  of  private  land  claims  Nos.  302  and  310  confirmed  to  Joseph 
Ricard  and  Oliver  Bicard,  respectively,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1807 
(Vol.  2,  437),  as  shown  by  Green's  American  State  Pai)crs,  Vol.  1,  p. 
363  and  366;  that  said  claims  were  surveyed  in  1810  and  patents  were 
issued  in  1812;  that  the  side  lines  of  &aid  claims,  as  shown  by  the  de- 
scription in  said  patents,  measuring  from  the  St.  Glair  river,  are  four- 
teen chains  less  in  length  than  the  side  lines  shown  by  raid  official  sur- 
veys ;  that  any  errors  in  said  surveys  should  have  been  corrected  by 
the  surveyor  general  prior  to  the  issuance  of  said  X)ateut8,  which  should 
have  corresponded  with  the  surveys  as  finally  adopted ;  and  that  not 
having  been  surveyed  as  public  lands,  said  tracts  are  not  subject  to 
ordinary  private  cash  entry. 

Mr.  Harris  was  duly  advised  of  said  action  of  your  office,  and  in  re- 
sponse to  a  letter  of  inquiryi  addressed  to  the  register  of  said  office, 
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relative  to  tbe  proper  manuer  to  Lave  said  lands  made  subject  to  private 
cash  entry,  yonr  office,  on  November  20,  1885,  directed  the  local  laud 
officers  to  advise  Mr.  Harris  that  his  application  for  survey  coald  not 
be  farther  considered,  for  the  additional  reason  that  he  does  not  claim 
to  be  a  settler ;  that  your  office  is  not  advised  as  to  the  status  of  said 
lands,  whether  occupied  or  not,  and  that  if  the  public  surveys  were  ex- 
tended over  said  tracts  he  would  not  have  a  preference  right  of  pur- 
chase i  that  said  land  could  not  be  entered  at  private  sale  until  it  had 
been  surveyed,  duly  advertised  and  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, and  no  sale  made  at  such  offering.  The  only  important  question 
presented  by  said  appeal  is,  whether  said  land  is  subject  to  private  cash 
entry,  and  that  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative.  If,  as  ap- 
l)ears  from  the  record,  said  private  claim  surveys  embrace  more,  land 
than  was  confirmed  and  patented  to  said  parties,  then  the  surveys 
should  be  amended  in  a  proper  proceeding,  and  after  the  same  have 
been  corrected,  the  land  outside  of  the  corrected  surveys  should  be  dis- 
posed of  according  to  law,  in  such  manner  as  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  and  any  bona-fide  occupants  thereof. 

The  decisions  appealed  from  are  correct,  and  they  are  hereby  af- 
firmed. 


railroad  graxt-'definite  location. 
Central  Pacific  E.  R.  Co. 

The  Joint  resoliitiou  of  April  10, 1869,  fixed  the  conimoa  termiuus  of  the  Central  Pa- 
cific and  Union  Pacitic  at  or  near  Ogdeu,  and  required  the  former  company  to 
pay  the  latter  lor  the  construction  of  the  road  from  said  point  to  Promontory 
Sammit.  The  Central  Pacific  thus  became  entitled  to  the  granted  lauds  between 
said  points. 

Tbe  line  of  the  road  was  definitely  located  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  notified 
the  company  of  the  receipt  of  the  map  showing  the  same,  and  of  his  '' consent 
and  approval  to  the  location  of  said  road  according  to  the  map  and  profiles." 

Rights  acquired  by  such  formal  definite  location  were  not  affected  by  the  report  of 
the  commission  subsequently  appointed,  or  the  action  of  the  Department  on  said 
report. 

Acting  Secretary  MuMroxc  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  26,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  the  Central  Pacific  Eailroad  Com- 
pany from  your  decisions  of  September  16,  December  11, 1885,  holding 
for  cancellation  its  selections  of  certain  tracts  of  land  in  Sec.  31,  T.  10 
N.,  K.  2  W.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 

It  appears  that  the  land  ofiQce  at  Salt  Lake  City  was  opened  March 
9,1869;  on  March  15,1860,  Charles  W.Alexander  filed  pre-emption 
declaratory  statement,  claiming  settlement  four  days  before  on  the  E. 
i  of  the  XE.  i  and  l^W.  i  of  the  NE.  i ;  that  William  P.  Oflley  made 
bowestead  entry  April  13,  1869,  of  lots  2,  3,  and  8,  which  was  com- 
ninted  to  cash  entry  June  3,  1809;  thjit  Orando  J.  Hollister  on  April 
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12, 1869,  made  homestead  entry  of  lots  7,  9, 10,  and  SB.  i  of  SW.  i, 
which  was  commuted  to  cash  entry  on  June  3, 1869 — all  of  said  tracts 
being  within  said  section,  town  and  range.  The  entries  of  OfiSey  and 
HoUister  were  canceled  June  22,  and  October  13, 1871,  respectively, 
because  within  the  grant  to  said  company ;  from  this  action  no  appeal 
was  taken  by  the  entrymen.  On  January  2, 1885,  the  described  tracts 
were  selected  by  said  company  as  part  of  their  granted  lands.  On 
September  16, 1885,  you  held  said  selection  for  cancellation ;  this  action' 
the  company  asked  you,  October  12,  to  reconsider;  on  December  11, 
1885,  you  declined  to  reverse  your  former  action,  holding,  as  you  did 
in  your  first  decision,  that  the  filing  of  Alexander  and  the  entries  of 
Offley  and  Hollister  were  made  prior  to  the  attachment  of  the  rights 
of  the  com])any  to  the  tracts  in  question.  From  this  action  the  com- 
pany on  December  24, 1885,  appealed. 

Substantially,  only  two  errors  are  specified :  (1)  Error  in  re-opening 
the  cases  of  Hollister  and  Offley,  which  had  been  determined  by  yonr 
predecessor  in  favor  of  the  company,  which  decisions  became  final,  in 
the  absence  of  an  appeal ;  and  (2)  Error  in  holding  that  the  claims  of 
said  parties  had  attached  to  the  specific  tracts  prior  to  the  definite  lo- 
cation of  the  road  of  the  appellant  company  opposite  to  them ;  or  prior 
to  the  definite  location,  also  opposite  them,  of  the  road  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company,  through  which  the  appellant  company  also 
claims  title  as  purchaser. 

I  am  very  clear  that  the  doctrine  of  res  adjudicata  cannot  be  invoked 
as  to  the  first  alleged  error. 

The  cases,  in  which  the  decisions  of  your  predecessor  were  rendered, 
were  causes  wherein  the  issue  was  between  the  Central  Pacific  Com- 
pany and  the  two  entrymen,  and  as  between  those  two  parties  and  the 
company  it  was  decided  the  company  had  the  best  right.  Xo  appeal 
having  been  prosecuted,  those  judgments  became  final  and  cannot  be 
re-opened  by  you.    Nor  have  you  attempted  to  re-open  those  j  ndgmen ts. 

The  present  case  presents  an  issue  between  the  United  States  and 
the  appellant  company  as  to  which  has  right  and  title  to  the  lands;  and 
your  decision  is  adverse  to  the  company  and  favorable  to  the  United 
States,  holding  that  tille  to  said  tracts  did  not  pass  to  the  company 
under  its  grant;  and  it  cannot  affect  the  issue  or  nullify  the  judgment, 
because,  in  arriving  at  your  conclusion,  you  find  the  filing  of  Alexander 
and  the  entries  of  Hollister  and  Offley  excepted  the  tracts  embraced 
therein  from  said  grant. 

«  The  consideration  of  the  second  alleged  error  is  environed  with  some 
difficulties,  in  order  to  clear  up  which  a  detailed  statement  is  necessary. 

By  the  act  of  July  1,  1862  (12  Stat.,  489),  the  Union  Pacific  Bailroad 
Company  was  incorporated  and  authorized  to  construct  its  road  from  a 
point  in  Nebraska  westward  to  the  west  boundary  of  Nevada,  there  to 
connect  with  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  of  California.  If  the  Union 
Pacific  Company  completed  its  road  first  to  the  California  line,  it  was 
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aathorized  tocontioue  the  coustractioii  of  the  same  ou  through  Califor- 
nia until  it  met  the  road  of  the  Geutral  Pacific  Company' ;  and  the  latter 
road,  after  completing  its  line  across  California,  was  authorized  to  con- 
tinue the  construction  of  its  road  through  the  Territories  to  the  Mis- 
souri river  upon  the  routes  indicated,  upon  the  same  terms  as  granted 
to  the  Union  Pacific  until  said  roads  meet  and  connect,  so  as  to  provide 
a  continuous  line  of  railroad  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
By  this  act,  and  the  amended  act  of  July  2, 18C4  (13  Stat,  356),  there 
were  granted  to  the  companies  in  the  Territories  ten  alternate  sections, 
designated  by  odd  numbers,  per  mile  on  each  side  of  said  road,  '<  to 
which  a  pre-emption  or  homestead  claim  may  not  have  attached  at  the 
time  the  line  of  said  road  is  definitely  fixed."  It  was  provided  under 
said  acts  that  the  company  should  file,  within  three  years,  a  map  of  gen- 
eral route  of  said  road,  whereupon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  to 
cause  the  lands  within  twenty-five  miles  of  said  designated  route  to  be 
withdrawn  from  preemption,  private  entry  and  sale,  and  when  any  por- 
tion of  the  route  was  "finally  located,"  the  lands  were  to  be  surveyed 
and  *'8et  off"  as  fast  as  may  be  for  the  purposes  of  the  grant. 

By  act  of  July  3, 1866  (14  Stat,  79),  the  Union  Pacific  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  authorized  to  locate  and  con- 
struct their  road  from  Omaha,  westward,  in  a  continuous  completed 
line  until  it  should  meet  and  connect  with  the  Central  Pacific ;  and  the 
Central  Pacific  was  likewise  authorized  to  locate  and  construct  its  line 
eastward  until  it  met  the  Union  Pacific;  with  the  right  to  each  company 
to  work  three  hundred  miles  in  advance  of  their  continuous  completed 
lines,  where  expeditious  construction  so  required  because  of  tunnels  and 
heavy  cuts. 

On  April  28, 1865,  a  map  of  its  general  or  designated  route,  westward 
to  the  California  line,  was  received  in  this  Department  from  the  Union 
Pacific  Company ;  and  about  the  same  time  the  Central  Pacific  presented 
a  similar  map  of  its  route  from  Sacramento  eastward  "  to  Salt  Lake." 
The  route  of  the  Union  Pacific,  as  shown  by  its  map,  passed  south  of 
Salt  Lake,  more  than  twenty-five  miles  from  the  land  in  question,  which 
was  thus  outside  of  the  line  of  withdrawal.  Therefore  in  uo  event  could 
any  right  to  the  same  have  accrued  to  that  company  under  said  map. 

On  July  11, 1865,  Secretary  Harlan  wrote  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office : — 

I  enclose  for  your  information  and  appropriate  action  in  relation 
thereto  a  map  filed  in  this  Department  by  C.  P.  Huntington,  Esq.,  Vice 
President,  showing  the  general  route  of  the  Central  Pacific  railroad  of 
California  from  Sacramento  to  Salt  Lake.  Ton  will  please  return  the 
map  to  this  Department  for  filing. 

On  the  next  day.  Commissioner  Wilson  returned  the  map  and  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  an  earnest  letter,  remonstrating  against  making  a  with- 
drawal under  said  map,  as  it  was  not  properly  authenticated,  or  based 
upon  anj'  surveys,  but  covered  a  vast  body  of  unsnrveyed  land,  the 
withdrawal  of  which  he  did  not  think  was  contemplated  by  Congress. 
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Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  done  iu  relation  to  the  matter; 
but  the  records  of  this  Department  show  that  said  map  was  sent  to  tbe 
General  Land  OflBce  on  February  5, 1871,  and  a  diligent  search  among 
the  records  of  your  office  has  failed  to  discover  or  show  any  trace  of  it. 
I  am  therefore  unable  to  ascertain  whether  the  general  route  designated 
by  it  passed  north  or  south  of  Salt  Lake,  [f  it  passed  south,  the  lands 
in  question  would  be  outside  of  the  lines  of  withdrawal  therefor.  If 
north  of  the  lake,  they  might  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  twenty- 
iive  miles  of  withdrawal.  But,  inasmuch  as  the  Uuion  and  the  Central 
were  to  form  one  continuous  line  from  east  to  west,  the  probabilities  are 
both  roads  were  located  on  the  same  line  and  passed  south  of  the  lake. 

It  is  evident  said  map  was  not  approved  or  accepted  by  the  Secretary. 
He  sent  it  to  the  Commissioner  for  ^'  information  and  appropriate  ac- 
tion," directing  him  to  return  it  to  the  Department  "for  filing."  And 
after  its  receipt  from  the  Commissioner  with  his  protest  the  map  was 
never  approved  or  any  withdrawal  made  thereunder. 

The  route  passing  south  of  Salt  Lake  contemplated  by,  at  least,  the 
Union  Pacific  was  abandoned  prior  to  1S68,  and  a  route  passing  around 
the  northern  end  of  said  lake  adopted  by  both  roads. 

On  January  1,  1S6S,  the  Central  Pacific  filetl  a  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion, extending  from  Humboldt  AVells,  Nevada,  eastwardl3'^  around  the 
north  end  of  Salt  Lake,  to  Weber  caiion,  in  Utah,  a  point  but  a  short 
distance  west  of  Echo  caiion.  The  lands  in  question  were  within  this 
location.  ^  On  May  15,  18G8,  the  Secretary  accepted  this  map  only  for 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles — from  Humboldt  Wells,  Nevada,  toMonu- 
ment  Point,  Utah — thus  stopping  the  location  of  the  road  some  twenty- 
five  miles  west  of  the  land  iu  controversy*,  and  leaving  them  outside. 
On  October  14, 18G8,  the  Central  Pacific  Company  filed  another  map  of 
the  same  location  from  Monument  Point  eastward  to  Echo  canon,  which 
was  a  little  further  eastward  than  Weber  canon.  Un  October  20, 186S, 
Secretary  Browning  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Huntington,  Vice  President 
of  that  company,  wherein  the  Secretary  said : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  and  accompanying 
map  and  profiles  of  the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific  Eailroad  of  Califor- 
nia, from  Monument  Point  (north  end  of  Salt  Lake)  to  Echo  Summit 
(head  of  Echo  canon) ;  also  reports  of  chief  engineer  ami  consulting 
engineer  on  same,  with  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  company,  adopting  and  approving  the  location  of  the  line  be- 
tween those  points,  in  view  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, ap))roved  July  3, 18GG,  I  hereby  give  my  consent  and  approval  to 
the  location  of  said  road,  according  to  the  n^ap  and  profiles  mentioned. 

The  lands  in  controversy  are  within  the  lines  of  this  location. 

Congress  ai)proved  of  the  route  thus  located,  and  by  joint  resolution 
of  April  10,  18G9  (IG  Stat.,  r)(j),  it  v.ns  jnovided  *Mhat  the  common  ter- 
minus of  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  Central  Pacific  Eailroads  shall  he 
at  or  near  Ogden;  and  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  shall  build 
and  the  Central  Pacific  llailroad  Company  i»ay  for  and  own  the  milroad 
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from  the  terminus  aforesaid  to  Promontory  Snmmit,  at  wbich  point  tbe 
rails  shall  meet  and  connect  and  form  one  continuous  line." 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  act  of  May  6,  1870  (16  Stat.,  121), 
the  common  terminu.%  and  point  of  junction  between  the  two  roads  was 
afterwards  '^definitely  fixed  and  established  on  the  line  as  located  and 
constructed,"  on  Sec.  1,  T.  6  N.,  li.  2  W.,  about  five  miles  north  and 
.  west  of  Ogden,  and  about  twenty-five  miles  east  of  the  tracts  in  con- 
trovers3',  leaving  them  Opposite  to  that  part  of  the  completed  road 
which  had  been  built  by  the  Union,  but  belonged  to  the  Central  Com- 
pany. 

In  your  decisions  you  hold  that  inasmuch  as  the  Union  Pacific  Com- 
pany actually  constructed  the  roa<l  as  far  west  as  Promontory  Point, 
past  and  beyond  the  tracts  involved,  this  company  earned  and  is 
entitled  to  the  said  lands  under  its  grant;  and  that  as  the  Central  Pa- 
cific only  actually  constructed  its  road  as  far  east  as  Promontory  Point, 
it  was  entitled  to  no  lands  beyond  that  point,  by  virtue  of  its  grant, 
^'as  simple  location  of  its  line  without  construction  of  its  road  did  not 
vest  the  company  with  any  right  to  the  lands  between  those  points  " ; 
and  it  can  have  no  claim  to  them  except  as  a  purchaser  from  the  Union 
Pacific  under  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of  1869,  supra. 

Thereupon  you  set  forth  certain  matters,  which  in  your  opinion  show 
that  the  map  of  definite  location  of  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  road, 
opposite  this  land,  was  not  filed  until  after  the  attachment  of  the  claims 
in  question. 

Whilst  not  fully  concurring  in  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  you,  as  to 
tbe  facts  and  dates  in  connection  with  filing  of  this  last  map,  in  the  view 
1  take  of  this  case  I  do  not  deem  it  essential  at  this  time  to  enter  upon 
a  discussion  of  them. 

It  is  clear  to  my  mind  from  the  legislation  recited  that  Congress 
meant  to  aid,  by  the  grant  of  public  lands,  either  of  tlie  two  named 
companies  which  should  first  construct  a  road  between  the  Missouri 
river  and  the  Pacific  coast;  and  if  botli  companies  attempted  the  con- 
struction, the  one  worliing  from  the  east  to  the  west  and  the  other  from 
west  to  east,  each  comi)any  was  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  said 
grant,  so  far  as  its  road  was  constructed. 

Under  this  grant  and  contract  the  Vork  was  commenced  at  both  ends 
of  tbe  great  line  and  the  two  companies  made  rapid  progress  towards 
each  other.  As  this  progress  was  made,  naturally  each  company  filed 
in  advance  a  map  of  the  definite  location  of  its  line  of  road.  This  served 
the  double  purpose  of  finally  fixing  the  line  of  road  and  identifying  the 
lands  on  each  side  to  which  the  company  constructing  the  road  would 
be  entitled.  The  race  was  one  of  diligence,  and  the  company  which 
first  did  the  work  would  receive  the  reward. 

When  the  roads  were  about  to  form  a  connection,  thus  making  the 
continnona  completed  line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific,  the 
great  object  in  view,  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  grant 
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between  tbe  two  roads,  and  possibly  preventing  discord  and  liiigatioD, 
where  tbe  pablic  interests  required  iiarmony  and  co-operation,  passed 
tbe  joint  resolution  of  April  10, 1800,  supra. 

By  this  resolution  it  was  declared  that  "  tbe  common  terminus"  of 
the  two  roads  should  be  "  at  or  near  Ogden."  To  this  "common  termi- 
nus ^  the  Union  Pacific  was  restricted,  though  before  authorized  to  build 
westward  until  it  met  the  other  road.  Beyond  this  "  common  terminas" 
westward  it  could  not  go,  and  beyond  it,  it  could  claim  nothing,  or  get 
nothing  under  the  Congressional  grant.  To  that  "common  terminus" 
the  Central  Pacific  was  entitled  to  come,  but  beyond  it  could  not  go. 
Being  thus  declared  the  terminus  of  the  line  of  its  road,  it  was  beyond 
question  entitled  to  the  land  granted  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  its 
road  to  that  point. 

It  is  true  that  the  same  resolution  says,  "  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  shall  build"  the  road  "from  the  terminus  aforesaid  to  Prom- 
ontory Summit";  but  it  also  says  tbisit  the  Central  Pacific  shall  "pay 
for  and  own  the  railroad  from  the  terminus  aforesaid  to  Promontory 
Summit." 

If  Congress  had  not  restricted  its  grant  to  the  Union  Pacific  to  tbe 
"  common  terminus"  at  Ogden,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  re- 
quire oi'  it  this  special  piece  of  construction,  because  otherwise  fall  au- 
thority existed  for  the  continuation  of  its  ro<id  until  it  met  the  other, 
not  yet  at  Promontoiy,  and  the  same  inducement  was  held  out  by  the 
grant  as  a  reward  for  each  mile  built,  and  therefore  the  new  legislation 
would  have  been  vain  and  useless. 

Nor  can  we  reasonably  suppose  that  Congress  intended  that  after  the 
Union  Pacific  bad  built  this  fifty  miles  of  road  and  received  the  land 
granted  as  a  reward  from  Congress  for  doing  so.  It  was  also  to  receive 
from  the  Central  Pacific  the  whole  amount  of  its  expenditures,  whereby 
tbe  Union  Pacific  Company  would  have  become  the  owners  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  land  grant,  without  having  paid  for  the  road  opposite.  It 
is  not  possible  for  me  to  believe  that  such  was  the  purpose  of  Congress ; 
or,  in  view  of  the  plain  language  used,  that  such  is  the  effect  of  the 
joint  resolution. 

1  therefore  dissent  from  your  views  and  hold  that  the  land  in  contro- 
versy is  within  the  granted  limits  of  the  Central  Pacific  and  belongs 
to  that  company,  if  not  excepted  from  its  grant  by  the  claims  of  Alex- 
ander, Oflfiey  and  HoUister. 

It  has  been  shown  that  on  October  1-1:,  1868,  a  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion of  the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific  opposite  to  this  land,  was  file<l  in 
in  this  Department;  that  on  October  20,  1868,  Secretary  Browning 
notified  the  officers  of  said  company  of  receipt  of  same,  and  of  his  "  con- 
sent and  approval  to  the  location  of  said  road  according  to  the  map  and 
profiles  mentioned." 

I  do  not  well  see  that  plainer  language  could  have  been  used  to  show 
"  consent  and  approval  to  the  location"  of  the  road  as  shown  by  said 
map. 
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lu  the  case  of  Van  Wyck  v.  Knevals  (106  U.  S.,  366),  the  supreme 
court  says : 

Until  the  map  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  (»f  the  Interior,  the  company 

is  at  liberty  to  adopt  such  a  route  as  it  may  deem  best 

But  when  a  route  is  adopted  by  the  company,  and  a  map  designating 
it  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  accepted  by  that  officer, 
the  route  is  established ;  it  is,  in  the  language  of  the  act,  ^  definitely 
fixed,'  and  can  not  be  the  subject  of  future  change,  so  as  to  affect  the 
grant,  except  upon  legislative  consent.  No  further  action  is  required  of 
the  company  to  establish  the  route. 

Now,  in  this  ca^c,  the  route  had  been  adopted,  map  thereof  bad  been 
filed ;  the  Secretary  had  accepted  and  approved  it ;  the  route  was  thus 
"  established ;  ^  it  was  not  '*  the  subject  of  future  change,"  either  by  the 
company,  or  the  Executive,  but  only  upon  **  legislative  consent."  No 
sach  legislative  consent  was  ever  sought  or  obtained,  as  to  the  portion 
of  the  road  opposite  to  these  lands,  and  the  title  to  all  such  within  the 
granted  limits,  as  were  free  from  claim  at  the  date  of  this  definite  loca- 
tion, passed  to  the  company. 

After  this  plain  and.  unequivocal  acceptance  by  Secretary  Browning 
of  the  route  adopted  by  the  company,  Secretary  Cox,  in  a  letter  dated 
March  17th,  1S69,  addressed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Pacific  Rxiilroads,  said,  in  relation  to  the  approval  of  said  map : 

It  was  believed  this  action  did  not  confer  upon  that  company  an  ex- 
clusive right  of  constructing  its  road  over  the  located  route,  designated 
by  the  map  then  filed.    The  Department,  from  the  lights  then  before  it, 

simply  approved  that  route Subsequently,  a  commission 

was  organized  to  examine  both  roads,  and  to  determine  the  most  eligi- 
ble location-  over  the  country  lying  between  the  completed  tracks  of 

each.    Instructions  were  issued  the  14th  of  January  last 

from  which  it  appears  that  the  'approval'  of  the  Secretary  was  re- 
garded, not  as  a  finality,  but  as  still  subject  to  his  control,  when  he 
shonld  be  in  possession  of  the  report  of  a  commission  appointed  in  part 
to  elicit  and  present  all  the  facts  requisite  to  a  definite  solution  of  the 
question. 

The  commission  referred  to  subsequently  reported  to  this  Depart- 
ment and  furnished  a  map  of  the  line  of  road  approved  by  them  be- 
tween the  completed  portions  of  the  two  roads.  This  new  map  adopted 
substantially  the  same  line  located  by  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific,  and  the  new  map  in  no  way  changed  the  status  of  the  lands 
in  controversy.  After  receiving  the  report  and  map  of  this  commission, 
the  Secretary  on  April  28, 1869,  directed  a  withdrawal  of  the  land  con- 
tiguous to  the  line  of  the  road,  within  the  prescribed  limits,  as  shown 
by  said  map.  You  insist  that  at  the  time  of  the  acceptance  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  this  last  map  for  the  first  time  was  '< determined  the  line  of 
the  road,"  and  *'  the  route  became  established.'^ 

In  this  view  I  most  certainly  do  not  Concur. 

The  acceptance  of  the  map  by  Secretary  Browning  was  unequivocal 
and  unconditional.    And  the  statement  of  Secretary  Cox  that  the  ap- 
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proval  was  intended  to  be  a  qualified  one  is  not  borne  out  by  the  lau- 
guage  used,  which  can  hardly  be  made  plainer  or  stronger,  to  express 
an  unqualified  approval.  Nor  does  the  fact  of  the  appointment  of  the 
commission  strengthen  his  views  or  yours. 

That  commission  was  appointed,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  without  direct 
authority  of  law,  and  consequently  its  action  in  attempting  to  make 
definite  location  of  these  roads,  was  not  binding  upon  any  one.  Its 
action  therefore  was  purely  advisory-  to  the  Secretary,  and  was  intended 
to  aasisthimin.detetmining  as  to  tlxe  best  point  for  making  a  junction 
between  the  constructed  portions  of  the  two  roads;  an  implied  i)ower 
to  determine  which  was  perhaps  conferred  upon  him  by  Congress.  The 
exercise  of  this  power  could  not  anjd  did  not  affect  the  vested  right  of 
the  company  to  lands  along  the  line  already  definitely  and  formally 
located,  and  which  location  was  not  changed  by  the  subsequent  action 
in  joining  together  the  tracks  of  the  two  roads. 

I  therefore  find  that  the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific  was  definitely  lo- 
cated opposite  the  lands  in  question  October  20, 1868,  ancl  then  being 
free  from  claim,  title  to  them  vested  in  said  company  at  that  time. 

I  reverse  your  judgment  and  direct  the  approval  of  selections  of  the 
company. 


survey— costract— bate  of  payment, 
Harry  S.  Church. 

Payment  of  augmeutcd  rates  is  not  wjirranted  except  ou  conclusive  showing  of  tbe 
plat  and  field  notes. 

Tbe  piice  fixed  for  the  original  survey  of  exterior  lines  sbould  be  allowed  for  retra- 
cing and  re-establishing  such  lines,  where  the  contract  authorizes  such  work  but 
does  not  fix  the  price  therefor. 

Acting  Secretary  MuUlrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  20, 1SS7. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Harry  S.  Church,  United  Statesdep- 
uty  surveyor,  from  your  decision  of  February  26,  1887,  rejecting  his 
claim  to  additional  compensation  of  $4.00  per  mile  for  exterior  lines 
and  $2.00  per  mile  for  subdi visional  lines,  augmented  rates  in  lieu  of 
minimum  rates  allowed  by  your  oflSce. 

From  this  decision  claimant  appeals,  allegingf  three  grounds  of 
error,  to  wit: 

First.  It  was  error  to  hold  that  "Lava  Flow"  is  not  comprehended 
in  the  term  mountainous. 

Second.  It  was  error  to  hold  that  standard,  meridian,  or  township 
lines  could  be  or  were  exterior  lines,  the  retracement  or  re-establish- 
ment of  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  proper  execution  of  the  sur- 
veys named  in  his  contract 
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Third.  It  was  error  to  conclude  tbat  the  field  DOtes  do  not  warrant 
payment  of  any  of  these  rejected  claims. 

The  claim  to  the  increased  rate  for  exterior  lines  is  for  township  and 
principal  meridian  lines,  retraced  and  re-established  by  authority  of  the 
following  clause  in  the  contract,  to  wit:  "and  to  retrace  and  re-estab- 
lish such  exterior  lines  as  may  be  necessary  to  properly  execute  the 
survey's  herein.'' 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  contract  for  the  rate  to  be  paid  for  re- 
tracing exterior  and  meridian  lines,  nor  is  there  any  provision  in  the 
circular  of  instructions  with  reference  thereto;  but  the  contract  pro- 
vides  that  the  deputy  surveyor  shall  receive — 

As  full  compensation  for  all  work  performed  under  this  agreement  at 
the  rate  of  $9.00  for  base,  standard,  meridian  and  meander  lines;  $7.00 
for  township  lines,  and  $5.00  for  section  lines,  except  where  the  lines  of 
survey  pass  over  mountainous  lands,  or  lands  heavily  timbered  or  cov- 
ered with  dense  undergrowth,  and  in  such  cases  at  the  rate  of  $13.00 
for  base,  standard,  meridian  and  meander  lines;  $11.00  for  township 
lines,  and  $7.00  section  lines  per  mile,  for  every  mile  and  part  of  a 
mile  actually  run  and  marked  in  the  field,  random  lines  and  offsets  not 
included. 

Having  authority  under  the  contract  to  retrace  and  re-establish  ex- 
terior lines,  where  necessary  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  contract, 
payment  should  be  allowed  for  such  service  at  the  stipulated  rate  pro- 
vided for  the  survey  of  exterior  lines,  provided  the  retracing  and  re- 
establishing of  such  lines  "  was  necessary  to  properly  execute  the  sur- 
veys contracted  to  be  performed/' 

You  will  therefore  adjust  this  account  in  accordance  with  this  view, 
and  if  upon  further  examination  you  are  satisfied  that  said  exterior 
lines  were  retraced  and  re-established  and  that  such  work  was  neces- 
sary' in  order  properly  to  execute  the  surveys,  the  increased  rate  will  be 
allowed. 

The  claim  to  the  increased  rate,  based  on  the  theory  that  "  Lava 
Flow  "is  comprehended  in  the  term  mountainous;  was  properly  dis- 
allowed. 

The  instructions  accompanying  the  contract  and  made  part  thereof 
provide  that  ^' both  plats  and  field  notes  must  conclusively  show  the 
character  of  the  country  to  be  such  as  will  admit  of  the  payment  of 
the  augmented  rates  named  in  the  appropriation  act,  otherwise  only 
the  minimum  will  be  allowed." 

As  there  is  no  evidence  before  me  showing  that  the  lands  surve^^ed 
are  *'  mountainous  lands,  or  lands  heavily  timbered,  or  covered  with 
dense  undergrowth,"  I  affirm  your  decision  rejecting  the  claim  for  in- 
creased rate  upon  this  ground. 
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RAILROAD  GRANT— INDIAN  COUNTRY, 
N^OETHERN  PAC.  R.  K.  CO.  V.   OSTLUND. 

The  rale  of  adjustment  adopted  by  the  Departineut  in  the  matter  of  settlement 
rights  acquired  on  lands  lying  along  Goose  river,  which  formerly  constituted 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  ''  Indian  country''  claimed  by  the  Wahpeton  and 
Sisseton  Sionx,  recognizes  that  legal  settlement  north  of  said  stream  draws  to 
it,  on  release  of  the  Indian  title,  the  cou^tituent  portion  of  the  legal  sabdivisioo 
on  which  it  was  made. 

Legal  sabdivisions  of  odd  nnmbered  sections  lying  south  of  said  stream  inured  to 
the  Northern  Pacific  grant  on  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  May  26,  1887. 

By  letter  of  March  11, 1886,  yoa  allowed  Jonas  Ostland  to  file  de- 
claratory Btatemeut  for  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  33,  T.  146  N.,  R.  61  W.,  Fargo, 
Dakota. 

From  that  action  appeal  has  been  taken  by  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company. 

The  laud  is  within  the  limits  of  the  withdrawal  for  said  oompanj 
ordered  March  30, 1872,  on  map  of  general  route,  and  also  within  the 
granted  limits  as  defined  on  map  of  definite  location  of  May  26,  1873. 

It  appears  that  claimant  settled  on  the  tract  on  July  5, 1871,  that  he 
is  a  qualified  preemptor,  and  the  head  of  a  family,  that  he  built  a 
dwelling  house,  stables,  and  other  buildings,  broke  sixty  acres,  and  put 
the  same  in  crop,  and  has  maintained  a  continuous  residence  on  the  tract 
since  settlement.  His  settlement  was  prior  to  surv^ey,  the  plat  having 
been  filed  January  8, 1874.  The  company  selected  the  tract  July  7, 
1883. 

The  Goose  river  divides  the  tract,  flowing  eastwardly  through  the 
north  half.  That  river  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  "  Indian 
country,"  formerly  claimed  by  the  Wahpeton  and  Sisseton  bands  of 
Sioux  Indians.  The  south  half  of  the  quarter  section  and  a  portion  of 
the  north  half  fall  within  said  Indian  country.  The  remainder  of  the 
tract  was  open  public  land  at  date  of  settlement.  The  Indian  title  to 
the  lands  south  of  said  river  was  extinguished  May  2, 1873,  after  the 
withdrawal  on  general  route,  and  prior  to  definite  location. 

The  method  of  disposing  of  the  claims  of  settlers  along  said  river, 
such  as  is  here  presented,  was  determined  by  this  Department  in  its 
decision  of  July  29, 1880  (unreported).  The  company  proposed  that 
'^in  adjusting  the  claims  of  settlers  upon  odd  sections  on  the  north  of 
the  river,  outside  the  former  reserve,  who  settled  prior  to  the  withdrawal 
of  February  21, 1872,  and  are  thus  legally  entitled  to  enter,  that  where 
by  the  survey  a  portion  of  the  smallest  legal  subdivision  embraced  by 
such  claim  be  found  to  extend  across  the  unmeandered  stream  and  in- 
clude a  portion  of  the  former  Indian  lands  to  which  settlement  rights 
could  not  attach,  such  portion  may  be  awarded  to  the  settler  if  it  be 
less  than  one-half  the  area  of  the  legal  subdivision,  but  if  it  be  mpre 
than  one-half,  the  subdivision  shall  be  awarded  to  the  company.'^ 
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Yoar  office  recommended,  in  view  of  the  decision  in  the  Hogland  case 
(5  C.  L.  O.,  107),  that  the  proposition  be  accepted  as  an  equitable  and 
practicable  adjustment,  in  order  to  avoid  the  expense  of  allotment,  and 
the  meandering  of  the  stream.  Said  Bogland  case  held  that  the  lands 
in  said  Indian  country  inured  to  the  grant  on  definite  location,  when 
the  Indian  title  (existing  at  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  the  withdrawal 
on  general  route)  had  been  extinguished  prior  thereto,  and  that  settle- 
ment upon  said  Indian  lands  could  confer  no  right.  The  Secretary 
refused  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the  company,  and  said: 

I  think  the  true  rule  will  be  to  recognize  the  legal  settlement  on  the 
north  of  the  stream  as  drawing  to  it  at  the  moment  of  release  of  the 
Indian  title  the  constituent  portion  of  the  legal  subdivision  upon  which 

itwasmade,andpermitthesettler  to  includeitin  his  pre-emption 

If  the  residence  of  the  settler  y^as  upon  the  Indian  lands,  of  course  he 
can  have  no  right  of  pre-emption,  although  his  settlement  may  have 
been  upon  a  legal  subdivision,  some  portion  of  which  may  by  the  sur- 
vey extend  north  of  the  river,  and  upon  which  his  residence,  if  estab- 
lished thc^reon,  would  have  been  legal. 

I  am  unable  to  discover  that  this  method  of  disposing  of  such  lauds 
has  been  departed  from,  and  inasmuch  as  it  originated  in  a  proposition 
from  the  company  for  an  equitable  disposition  of  the  lands  thus  pecu- 
liarly situated,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  claim  in  question  may  be  properly 
disposed  of  in  accordance  therewith.  I  am  unable  to  ascertain  from  the 
record  what  portion  of  the  claim  is  covered  by  the  settlement  of  Ostlund. 
You  will  therefore  order  a  hearing  to  ascertain  that  fact.  If  the  settle- 
ment is  north  of  the  river,  claimant  will  be  allowed  to  file  for  the  north 
half  of  the  quarter  section,  if  south  of  the  river,  the  tract  will  go  to  the 
company.  In  any  event,  the  right  to  the  south  half  of  the  quarter  sec- 
tion is  in  the  company  under  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Buttz  v.  North- 
ern Pacific  Bailroad.    (119  U.  S.,  55.) 

Said  decision  is  accordingly  modified. 


rules  of  practice— mining  regulations— appeal, 

Stein  et  al.  v.  Fisher. 

The  circular  instractioDS  and  regalations  lu  force,  relative  to  the  several  classes  of 
claims  under  the  public  land  laws,  are  intended  to  be  in  consonance  with  the 
law,  and  with  the  rules  of  practice,  and  to  operate  in  harmony  therewith. 

In  case  of  hearing  ordered  under  mineral  circular  of  October  31, 1881,  the  provisions 
of  the  rules  of  practice,  with  respect  to  appeal,  must  be  followed. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroiv  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  26, 1887. 

On  the  26th  of  March  last  an  application  was  filed  in  this  Depart- 
ment in  behalf  of  Balsarah  Stein  et  a/.,  for  certification,  under  rules 
83,  84  and  85  of  practice,  of  the  record  in  the  matter  of  cash  entry,  No. 
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1224,  made  June  7, 1883,  by  Joseph  Fisher,  upon  the  S W.  J  of  SE.  J, 
Sec.  9,  T.  8  K,  E.  3  W.,  Helena,  Montana. 

It  appears  that  your  office  by  its  decision,  dated  October  22, 1883, 
hekl  said  cash  entry  for  cancellation  as  to  the  west  thirty  acres  covered 
thereby,  said  thirty  acres  having  by  a  previous  decision  of  your  office 
been  adjudged  mineral  on  evidence  taken  at  a  regular  he^iring. 

An  application,  accompanied  by  affidavits  in  support  of  the  allega- 
tion therein  contained  that  the  land  is  non-mineral  in  character,  having 
been  filed  for  a  review  of  the  decision  above  mentioned,  your  office,  on 
May  8, 1884,  re-opened  the  case,  and  ordered  a  further  hearing,  putting 
upon  Fisher  the  cost  of  notices  and  the  burden  of  proof. 

The  parties  to  said  hearing  claiming  that  a  portion  of  the  land  entered 
by  Fisher  is  mineral  in  character  were  Henry  B.  Wade  et  al.  The  reg- 
ister and  receiver  upon  the  evidence  taken  at  the  hearing  fonnd  tbe 
land  to  be  agricultural  in  character,  which  finding  was  in  effect  an 
award  to  Fisher,  so  far  as  their  judgment  went. 

The  record  having  been  transmitted  to  your  office,  it  was  there  ex- 
amined and  by  decision,  dated  December  22, 1886,  no  appeal  having 
been  taken  from  the  finding  of  the  register  and  receiver,  their  action 
was  approved  and  declared  final,  and  the  case  was  closed. 

February  24, 1887,  appeal  was  filed  by  the  present  applicants  from 
your  said  office  decision,  but  your  office  declined  to  recognize  said  ap- 
peal, basing  its  refusal  on  rule  48  of  practice,  and  holding  that  there- 
under, no  appeal  having  been  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  local  office, 
the  same  became  final  as  to  the  facts  involved.  Plence  the  application 
for  certiorari. 

In  said  application  it  is  claimed  that  the  general  rules  of  practice 
have  no  application  to  this  case,  but  that  it  is  governed  by  the  provi- 
sions contained  in  the  general  mineral  circular  approved  by  this  De- 
partment October  31, 1881 ;  that  the  rules  denominated  rules  of  practice 
^^  are  general  rules,  applying  to  all  cases  except  such  as  may  be  under 
other  instructions  specifically  provided  for."  Applicants  then  proceed 
to  set  out  generally  what  the  mining  circular  of  October  31,  1881,  pre- 
scribes as  the  rules  governing  hearings  to  establish  the  character  of 
lands,  that  is,  whether  they  arc  mineral  or  non-mineral,  and  say  that, 
although  directions  are  given  in  regard  to  citation,  publication,  the 
taking  of  testimony,  etc.,  nothing  'Ms  said  in  reference  to  the  nece^ity 
of  either  party  taking  an  appeal."  This  is  true.  They  might  with  equal 
truthfulness  have  stated  that  the  mining  circular  makes  uo  provision 
for  appeal  from  your  office  to  this  Department,  and  yet  the  right  of  ap- 
peal, when  properly  asserted,  has  always  been  recognized  in  mineral 
claims  as  well  as  in  others,  and  applicants  are  now  here  asserting  their 
right  of  appeal. 

The  rules  of  practice  are  intended  to  govern  proceedings  ^*  in  crises 
before  the  United  States  district  land  offices,  the  General  Land  Office, 
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and  the  Department  of  the  Interior."    This  case  certainly  comes  vrithin 
the  purview  of  the  rules  as  thus  defined. 

The  circular  instructions  and  regulations  in  force  relative  to  the  sev- 
eral classes  of  claims  under  the  public  land  laws  are  intended  to  be  in 
consonance  with  the  law  and  with  the  rules  of  practice,  and  to  operate 
in  harmony  therewith. 

But  conceding  for  the  moment  that  the  mineral  circular  is  intended 
to  govern  independently  of  the  rules  of  practice,  in  so  far  as  it  particu- 
larizes in  relation  to  proceedings  before  the  local  offices,  such  fact  cer- 
tainl}"^  does  not  prevent  the  application  of  the  general  rules  as  to  matters 
and  steps  in  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  which  the  particular  rules  are 
silent.  The  very  fact  of  silence  in  a  particular  rule  remands  the  ques- 
tion not  covered  by  such  xmrticular  rule  to  the  general  rule  which  does 
embrace  it. 

Under  a  different  view  there  would  be  no  provision  for  appeal  in  cases 
to  which  the  mineral  circular  is  applicable,  either  to  your  office  or  to 
this  Department,  since  said  circular  is  silent  on  both  these  points.  If 
the  right  of  appeal  be  recognized  in  one  case,  it  must  be  in  the  other, 
and  in  both  under  the  rules  of  practice,  rule  43  of  which  provides  that 
^^  appeals  from  the  final  action  or  decisions  of  registers  and  receivers  lie 
in  every  case  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,"  citing 
sections  453  and  2478  of  the  Bevised  Statutes.  If  allowed,  then  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  the  rules  of  practice,  under  which  appeal  may  be 
taken,  must  be  complied  with.  In  this  case  they  were  not  complied 
with,  and  the  action  of  your  office  refusing  to  recognize  the  appeal,  for 
the  reason  that  no  appeal  had  been  taken  from  the  action  of  the  local 
office  on  a  question  purely  one  of  fact,  wjis  proper. 

The  final  point  made  by  applicants  that,  even  if  it  should  be  held  that 
under  the  rules  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  right  of  appeal,  your  office 
bad  no  authority  to  dismiss  the  appeal,  but  should  have  received  and 
forwarded  the  same  to  this  Department  for  its  aetion,  is  not  tenable, 
nor  is  it  supported  by  the  case  of  John  M.  Walker  et  aZ.,  decided  by 
this  Department  on  the  17th  of  March  last  (5  L.  D.,  504),  and  cited  by 
coansel  as  authority  for  their  position.  In  the  discussion  of  that  case, 
it  was  expressly  stated  that  it  did  not  contemplate  cases  in  which  the 
Commissioner  '<  shall  decide  that  a  party  has  no  right  of  appeal,"  for 
they  are  specially  provided  for  in  rules  83,  84  and  85. 

In  this  case,  it  has  been  decided  by  your  office  that  the  right  of  appeal 
does  not  exist,  and  the  rule  in  the  Walker  case,  instead  of  being  appli- 
cable as  sustaining  the  x)Osition  of  counsel,  distinctly  excepts  cases  like 
this  and  remands  them  to  the  provisions  of  rules  83,  84  and  85,  above 
mentioned. 

Upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  as  presented,  I  find 
nothing  which  in  my  judgment  calls  for  supervisory  action  by  this  De- 
partment, and  the  petition  is  denied  and  transmitted  herewith,  for  the 
files  of  your  office. 

2278  DEC 43 
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homestead— residence— credit  for  military  service. 

Elizabeth  0.  Babtlbtt. 

If  the  soldier  was  discharged  on  acooaut  of  disability  existing  prior  to  enlistment, 
actual  length  of  service,  not  term  of  enlistment,  determines  the  amount  of  time  to 
be  deducted  from  the  required  period  of  residence. 

Acting  Secretary  Mtildrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  May  26, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Elizabeth  C.  Bartlett  from  your  office 
decision,  dated  December  16, 1885,  rejecting  her  final  proof  and  holding 
for  cancellation  homestead  entry,  No.  24501,  made  March  27,  1883,  by 
her  late  husband  Benjamin  P.  Bartlett,  upon  the  SW.  J  of  Sec.  14,  T. 
101,  B.  68,  Mitchell  Dakota. 

Final  proof  was  oflfered  by  appellant  as  the  widow  of  the  applicant. 
It  was  taken  April  10, 1885,  after  due  notice  by  pnbIicatio:i,  before  a 
clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  was  accepted  by  the  register  and  receiver, 
who  issued  final  certificate  April  20, 1885. 

When  the  matter  came  before  j'our  office  for  action,  the  entry  was  by 
the  decision  appealed  from  held  for  cancellation. 

Said  decision  found  the  proof  "  not  only  meager  and  unsatisfactory 
in  the  matter  of  improvements  and  cultivation,  but  it  fails  to  show  com- 
pliance with  the  law  in  regard  to  residence." 

It  appears  that  final  proof  was  offered  a  little  over  two  years  after 
date  of  entry,  but  in  making  said  proof  appellant  claimed  credit  for  three 
years  military  service  by  her  husband,  and  put  in  evidence  on  that  point 
the  certificate  of  discharge,  showing  that  the  soldier,  Benjamin  C.  Bart- 
lett, had,  after  an  enlistment  for  three  years  and  a  service  of  seven 
months,  been  discharged  for  disability.  Your  office  called  upon  tbc 
War  Department  for  a  report  of  Bartlett's  military  service.  That  report 
was  duly  received  and  is  in  the  record.  It  appears  therefrom  that  the 
soldier  was  enlisted  August  16, 1862,  to  serve  three  years,  or  during 
the  war;  that  he  was  mustered  into  the  service  October  1, 1862,  and 
that  he  was  discharged  March  16,  1863,  on  certificate  of  disability, 
which  shows  that  the  disability  on  account  of  which  he  was  discharged 
"existed  prior  to  enlistment." 

Section  2305  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides  that — 

The  time  which  the  homestead  settler  has  served  in  the  Armv,  Navy, 
or  Marine  Corps  shall  be  deducted  from  the  time  heretofore  required  to 
perfect  title,  or,  if  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received  or  disa- 
bility' incurred  in  the  line  of  duty,  then  the  term  of  enlistment  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect  title,  without 
reference  to  the  length  of  time  he  may  have  served,  etc. 

Your  office  correctly  held  in  the  decision  appealed  from  that  "  tbe 
claimant  is  only  entitled  to  credit  for  the  seven  mouths  actual  service," 
for,  as  already  iiulicated,  the  War  Department  records  show  that  the 
soldier  was  discharged  for  a  disability  which  existed  prior  to  enlist- 
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ment,  and  which  consequently  was  not  incurred  in  the  service  and  line 
of  duty. 

Conceding  good  faith  in  the  matter  of  residence  and  improvements, 
the  proofs  are  insufficient,  for  the  whole  period  between  entry  and  final 
proof  added  to  the  seven  mouths  actual  military  service  would  amount 
to  less  than  three  years,  whereas  the  law  requires  five  years  residence 
in  order  to  acquire  title.  For  this  reason  the  final  proof  must  be  re- 
jected. 

I  do  not,  however,  find  any  such  evidence  of  bad  faith  as  in  my  judg- 
ment would  justify  the  cancellation  of  the  entry.  It  is  true  the  proofs 
are  meager,  but  they  show  residence,  and  that  the  entryman  died  on 
the  land  on  the  14th  of  December,  1884,  a  year  and  nine  months  after 
entry.  The  fact  that  appellant  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  full  three 
years  term  of  her  husband's  enlistment  does  not  impugn  or  reflect  upon 
her  good  faith,  for  she  acted  upon  information  contained  in  the  dis- 
charge certificate,  which  stated  that  the  soldier  had  been  discharged 
for  disability,  but  omitted  to  state  that  said  disability  existed  prior  to 

enlistment. 

Your  office  decision  is  modified.  You  will  suspend  the  final  certifi- 
cate, and  give  ^pellant  an  opportunity  to  in  due  time  make  new  proof, 
showing  full  compliance  with  the  law. 


practice-^case  made  special;  commutation. 

Lambert  v.  Fairchild. 

When  a  case  is  ready  for  consideration  nnder  the  rules  of  practice  it  may  be  advanced 

on  the  docket  without  notice  to  either  party. 
Failure  to  establish  residence  within  the  required  period  under  the  homestead  law 

will  not,  in  the  absence  of  any  intervening  adverse  right,  defeat  the  right  of 

commutation. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  GommiaHorier  SparJcs,  March  17,  1887. 

Marshall  E.  Lambert  has  filed  a  motion  for  review  of  my  decision  of 
December  17, 1886,  upon  the  following  grounds : 

1st,  Because  said  decision  is  contrary  to  the  facts  in  the  case  and  the 
law; 

2d,  Because  it  was  rendered  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  Depart- 
ment and  of  the  rights  of  Lambert  under  said  rules. 

The  second  ground  of  error  is  predicated  upon  the  fact  that  this  case 
was  made  special  upon  the  application  of  counsel  for  Fairchilds,  and 
decided  in  advance  of  its  regular  order. 

The  rules  of  practice  provide  that  the  appellee  shall  be  allowed  thirty 
days  from  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  appeal  in  which  to  file 
his  argument,  and  that  appellant  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  from 
service  of  argument  of  appellee  to  file  argument  strictly  in  reply.  After 
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the  liling  of  the  latter  argument,  the  case  is  always  in  order  aud  may 
be  disposed  of  by  the  Department  at  any  time  without  further  notice  to 
either  party.  An  application  or  motion  to  have  a  case  made  special 
need  not  be  served  on  the  opposite  party,  and  is  not  of  the  characterof 
motions  referred  to  in  rule  92. 

Counsel  for  Lambert  complain  that  the  motion  to  advance  the  case 
was  an  additional  argument  on  the  merits  of  the  case  which  was  not 
served  on  them'.  The  paper  was  considered  only  so  far  as  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  presented  sufficient  reasons  for  advancing  the  case. 

As  counsel  have  failed  to  show  that  they  were  in  any  manner  preju- 
diced by  the  advancement  of  the  case,  the  decision  should  not  upon  this 
ground  be  reconsidered. 

As  to  the  ground  that  the  decision  is  contrary  to  law  and  the  evidence, 
the  case  is  briefly  this :  Fairchild  made  homestead  entry  December  4, 
1882,  and  improved  the  tract,  the  improvements  consisting  of  a  house, 
barn  and  chicken  house  and  some  clearing,  valued  at  from  $1000  to  $2000. 
Prior  to  March  15,  1884,  he  lived  in  the  town  of  Pomona,  going  on  the 
tract  occasionally.  Since  which  time,  he  has  resided  thereon  contina- 
ously,  with  his  family,  except  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  in  July  and 
August,  when  he  was  taken  seriously  ill  in  Pomona,  and  his  wife  came 
from  the  homestead  to  take  care  of  him.  September  22, 1884,  he  oflFered 
commutation  proof,  when  Lambert  filed  a  contest  and  applied  to  make 
timber  culture  entry.  Your  office  directed  a  hearing  thereon,  which  was 
had  before  the  register  and  receiver  January  29, 1885,  and  on  March  26, 
thereafter,  they  rendered  their  joint  opinion  that  Fairchild's  residence 
had  been  continuous  from  March  15, 1884,  to  date  of  hearing,  except  for 
the  period  of  six  weeks  above  mentioned.  Your  office  affirmed  tbis 
decision,  holding  that  from  the  testimony  Fairchild  is  entitled  to  pur- 
chase under  section  2301  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Counsel  for  Lam 
bert  insist  that  the  finding  of  fact  is,  that  Fairchild  made  his  homestead 
entry  December  4, 1882,  and  did  not  establish  residence  upon  the  land 
until  March  15, 1884.  From  this  fact  it  is  argued  that  if  there  was  a 
failure  to  comply  with  the  homestead  law,  a  commutation  of  that  entry 
could  not  be  allowed. 

It  may  be  admitted  that,  although  Fairchild  made  his  homestead 
entry  December  4, 1882,  and  improved  the  land,  he  did  not  establish 
residence  upon  the  land  until  March  15, 1884.  But  there  was  sufficient 
proof  to  show  that  Fairchild  maintained  a  continuous  residence  on  the 
tract  from  March  15, 1884,  for  more  than  six  months  prior  to  offering  to 
purchase  under  section  2301  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  that  section 
provides  that  he  shall  make  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation  as  pro- 
vided by  law  granting  pre-emption  rights. 

There  being  no  contest  filed  against  Fairchild's  entry  until  after  he 
had  offered  commutation  proof,  it  was  held  by  the  Commissioner  that 
he  was  not  required  to  show  compliance  as  to  residence  beyond  the 
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time  required  by  the  pre-emption  law,  and  this  has  been  the  uniform 
ruling  of  the  Department. 

Although  there  may  have  been  no  proof  of  cultivation  at  the  time  of 
offering  final  proof,  except  as  to  clearing,  there  was  proof  of  cultivation 
submitted  at  the  hearing,  and  as  this  fact  was  proper  to  be  considered 
by  the  local  officers  and  the  Commissioner  to  determine  the  good  faith 
of  the  entryman,  and  they  being  satisfied  upon  the  proof  submitted,  I 
see  no  reason  for  disturbing  their  decision. 

The  motion  is  denied. 


FRIFA TE  CLAIM-COSFIRMA TIOy—PA TEST. 

m 

Lucy  B.  Abbott. 

By  the  act  of  May  26,  l'^30,  were  coiifirme  I  all  claims  aad  titles  to  lands  in  Florida 
under  the  quantity  of  one  square  leaj^^ae^  recommended  for  confirmation  and  con- 
tained in  the  reports  referred  to  Congress  January  14,  1830,  except  sach  claims  as 
were  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  ^orernmont  after  January  lAy  181H. 

The  specific  exception  of  certain  claims  embraced  in  said  reports,  from  the  operation 
of  said  act,  is  conclusive  that  all  other  claims  so  reported  and  recommended  for 
confirmation,  were  confirmed  thereby. 

Under  the  act  of  1832,  patents  to  land  claims  in  Florida,  confirmed  by  Congress,  issue 
to  the  assignee  of  the  confirmee  on  production  of  regular  chain  of  title. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  May  27,  1887. 

By  letter  of  March  28, 1887,  yon  rejected  the  application  of  Lucy  B. 
Abbott  for  United  States  patent  to  lauds  in  the  city  of  St.  Augusti'ae, 
Florida,  known  as  the  Noda  Concession.  From  this  action  she  appealed. 

The  tracts  involved  are  claims  numbered  0  and  13,  known  as  the 
Noda  Concession,  embraced  in  report  No.  11  of  the  register  and  receiver 
at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  acting  as  commissioners  under  the  act  of 
May  23, 1828,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro- 
viding for  the  settlement  and  confirmation  of  private  land  claims  in 
Florida.'^    (4  Stat.  284). 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  May  8,  1822  (3  Stat,  707),  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  land  in  Florida,  provides — 

That  every  person  or  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  such  persons, 
claiming  titles  to  land  nnder  any  patent,  grant,  concession,  or  order  of 
survey,  dated  previous  to  the  24th  day  of  January,  1818,  which  were 
valid  under  the  Spanish  government,  or  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
which  were  not  rejected  by  the  treaty  ceding  the  territory  of  East  and 
West  Florida  to  the  United  States,  siball  file  before  the  commissioners 
bis,  her,  or  their  claim,  setting  forth  particularly  its  situation  and 
boundaries,  if  to  be  ascertained,  with  the  deraignment  of  title  where 

they  are  not  grantees  or  original  claimants but  any  claim 

not  filed  previous  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  1823,  sh«ill  bo  deemed 
and  held  to  be  void  and  of  none  effect. 

Section  five  of  said  act  then  provides  that  the  commissioners  shall 
bave  power  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claims  tiled 
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with  tbem,  and  "Tbej  shall  examine  into  claims  arising  under  pateuti), 
grants,  concessions  and  orders  of  survey,  where  the  survey  has  been  actu- 
ally been  made  previous  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  wJiether  they  arc 
founded  upon  conditions,  and  how  far  those  conditions  have  been  com- 
plied with ;  and  if  derived  from  the  British  government,  how  far  they 
have  been  considered  valid  under  the  Spanish  government ;  and  if  sat- 
isfied that  said  claims  bo  correct  and  valid,  shall  give  confirmation  to 

them And  provided j  That  they  shall  not  have  power  to 

confirm  an 3'  claim  or  part  thereof  when  the  amount  claimed  is  undefined 
in  quantity  or  shall  exceed  1000  acres,  but  in  all  such  cases  shall  reix)rt 
the  testimony  with  their  opinions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  determination.'' 

The  act  of  May  23, 1828,  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  pro\idiug 
for  the  settlement  and  confirmation  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida, 
provided  "  That  the  said  register  and  receiver  shall  continue  to  examine 
and  decide  the  remaining  claims  in  East  Florida,  subject  to  the  same 
limitations,  and  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  for  the  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  Florida,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next,  when  they  shall  make  a  final  report  of 
all  claims  aforesaid  in  said  district  to  the  Secretarj^  of  the  Treasury." 

Acting  under  authority  conferred  upon  them  by  this  act,  the  register 
and  receiver  on  January  29, 1829,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  OflBce,  transmitting  their  final  rei^ortsou 
land  claims  in  East  Florida.  These  reports  were  numbered  from  1  to  16, 
inclusive,  and  embraced  all  claims  decided  by  them,  whether  rejected 
or  recommended  for  confirmation. 

In  their  letter  of  transmittal  thev  say:  **No.  11  contains  a  list  of 

ft/  V 

twenty  claims  situated  within  fifteen  bundled  yards  of  the  fortifications 
of  this  city,  between  the  North  and  St.  Sebastian's  Rivers,  and  held  by 
the  same  tenure,  viz  :  *^  That  the  party  should  settle  on  and  ]>osse8S  the 
land  until  it  should  be  reclaimed  by  the  government  for  militai-j*  par- 
poses."  These  claims  we  have  no  power  to  confirm,  but  for  the  reasons 
attached  to  the  abstract  we  have  recommended  them  for  confirmation.-' 
Report  No.  11  embraced  in  this  general  final  report  contains  a  list  ot 
twenty  claims,  among  which  are  the  claims  involved  in  this  application, 
known  in  said  report  as  claims  numbers  9  and  13,  and  described  as 
follows : 


Ko. 


9 


13 


Name  of  present  ,  Name  of  ori>f-    Dotoofcon-      Qaantity    of  !  By  whom  con- '      Reroatk* 


claimnnt. 


inal  claimant. 


cession 


land. 


ceded. 


J08O  Koda 


Jose  Nodii  . . .  ;  Feb.  9, 1808.     83  yard.i i  White 


Jose  Xoda :  Jose  Garcia  . .    July  20, 1807.    4  acres I . . .  do 


Bif hi hasd 
Ride  of  the 
xoad. 


.do 
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To  this  rei)ort  is  appended  the  followiug  recommeDdatiou  : 

The  above  lands  were  all  granted  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the 
same  conditions,  to  wit:  That  they  should  revert  to  the  government 
whenever  required  for  the  military  defence  of  the  place.  As  we  pre- 
sume that  the  present  government  will  never  need  them  for  the  pur- 
poses specified,  we  recommend  that  the  title  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
linquished in  each  case  to  the  several  claimants. 

C.  Downing,  Kegister, 
W.  H.  Allen,  Eeceiver. 

These  several  reports  of  said  commissioners,  including  Eeport  No.  11, 
were  transmitted  to  Congress  for  its  action  January  14, 1830,  by  the 
Secretary,  of  the  Treasury. 

Congress  by  an  act  approved  May  26,  1830  (4  Stat.,  405),  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  land  claims  in  Florida,"  by  the  first 
section  of  said  act  provides : 

That  all  claims  ahd  titles  to  land  filed  before  the  register  and  receiver 
of  the  land  office,  acting  as  commissioners,  in  the  district  of  East  Flor- 
ida, under  the  quantity  contained  in  one  league  square,  which  have  been 
decided  and  recommended  for  confirmation^  contained  in  the  reports,  ab- 
stracts and  opinions  of  said  register  and  receiver  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  according  to  law  and  referred  by  him  to  Con- 
gress on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1830,  he  and  the  same  are  hereby  con- 
firmedj  with  the  exception  of  such  claims  as  were  confirmed  by  the 
Spanish  government  subsequent  to  the  24th  day  of  January,  1818,  which 
shall  be  examined,  and  reported  with  the  evidence  by  the  register  and 
receiver  before  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

You  declined  to  issue  the  patent  applied  for  by  Miss  Abbott,  for  the 
reason  that  claims  are  not  confirmed.  You  further  held  that,  "  Miss 
Abbott,  and  those  from  whom  this  color  of  title  descends  from  jS^oda,  un- 
doubtedly have  had  equitable  and  prescriptive  rights  in  the  tracts  in 
question,  but  the  fee  is  in  the  United  States,  and  further  legislation  by 
Congress  is  necessary  to  divest  the  title  of  the  government." 

Your  decision  was  presumably  based  upon  the  decision  of  Commis- 
sioner Williamson,  in  his  letter  of  March  25,  J  879,  rejecting  the  appli- 
cation for  patent  to  claims  numbered  8  and  11  of  Mary  Ann  Davis,  em- 
braced in  said  report  No.  11. 

In  that  case  the  Commissioner  held  that,  '^  In  order  to  substantiate  a 
confirmation  under  this  act "  (referring  to  the  confirmatory  act  of  May 
26, 1830,)  "of  the  claims  embraced  in  report  J^o.  11,  it  is  necessary  to 
show  that  they  are  claims  and  titles  to  land,"  and  that  they  "  have  been 
decided  and  recommended  for  confirmation  by  said  register  and  receiver." 

Again  he  says:  "  This  report  No.  11  shows  that  the  claims  embraced 
in  it  are  not  for  land,  but  for  its  use,  and  are  not  claims  which  have 
been  decided  and  recommended  for  confirmation  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, but  that  they  are  claims  that  these  commissioners  recommended 
that  the  United  States  relinqr.ish  their  title  thereto  to  the  several  claim- 
ants." 
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A  reference  to  tke  act  of  May  2G,  1830,  shows,  ^^That  all  confirmations 
of  land  titles  under  this  act  shall  operate  only  as  a  relinqaishment  of 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  said  lands  respectively.'' 

These  claims  were  reported  to  Congress,  with  other  claims  by  letter 
of  January  14, 1830.  Special  attention  was  called  to  the  charftcter  of 
these  claims  by  the  commissioners ;  they  were  under  the  quantity  of 
one  square  league,  and  were  recommended  for  confirmation. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  26, 1830,  confirmed  all  claims  and  titles  tu 
land  under  the  quantity  contained  in  one  square  league,  recommended 
for  confirmation  and  contained  in  the  reports,  abstracts  and  opinions  of 
the  commissioners  referred  to  Congress  January  14, 1830,  except  such 
claims  as  were  confirmed  by  the  Spanish  government  subsequent  to 
January  24,  1818.  Claims  Coming  within  this  exception  were  embraced 
in  report  No.  1,  and  were  confirmed  by  the  decision  of  the  commission- 
ers. The  fact  that  Congress  specifically  excepted  certain  claims  em- 
braced in  said  reports  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  is  conclusive  that 
all  other  claims  embraced  in  said  reports  under  the  quantity  of  one 
square  league  and  recommended  for  confirmation  were  confirmed. 

As  confirmatory  of  this,  these  lands  were  in  1863  sold  for  taxes  under 
the  ac)t  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  in  insurrectionary  districts  within 
the  United  States  and  purchased  by  the  government.  In  1872  the  gov- 
ernment for  and  in  consideration  of  8216.97,  the  amount  of  penalty  and 
post,  executed  to  Miss  Abbott  a  certificate  of  release,  satisfactory  evi- 
dence having  been  produced  that  she  was  legally  entitled  to  said  prop- 
erty. 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  in  1835  deputy  surveyors  Ben.  and  J. 
B.  Clements  made  a  survey  of  claims  numbered  9  and  13  as  the  lands 
confirmed  to  Joseph  Koda  by  said  act  of  May  26, 1830.  A  plat  of  this 
survey,  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  description  of  said  survey  from  the 
files  of  the  United  States  surveyor  general's  office  at  Tallahassee,  Flor- 
ida, has  been  filed  with  the  papers  in  the  case.  This  survey  seems  to 
conform  to  the  description  of  the  concession  to  Koda  in  rei>ort  Xo.  11, 
but  the  original  on  file  in  your  office  does  not  appear  upon  its  face  to 
have  been  approved,  although  filed  with  other  plats  containing  the  ap- 
proval of  the  commissioners. 

If  there  is  no  objection  to  this  survey,  and  if  you  are  satisfied  that  it 
correctly  describes  the  land  confirmed,  you  will  cause  it  to  be  approved; 
otherwise  you  will  direct  a  survey  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  said  claim 
as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  and  other  evidence  of  file 
in  your  office. 

The  act  of  January  23, 1832  (4  Stat,  496),  directs  that  patents  to  laud 
claims  in  Florida  confirmed  by  Congress  shall,  upon  production  of  a 
regular  chain  of  title  from  the  confirmee,  issue  to  the  assignee  of  the 
confirmee.  You  will  therefore  upon  the  approval  of  a  survey  of  said 
claims  cause  patent  to  issue  to  Miss  Abbott,  if  satisfied  that  she  holds 
under  regular  chain  of  title  from  the  confirmee  Joseph  Xoda. 


DECISIONS    RELATING   TO   THE   PUBLIC    LANDS.  681 

swamp  ljxds^dois  blanc  island. 
State  of  Michigan  v.  Erickson. 

The  field  notes  of  8nr\ey  are  uot-conelasive  except  wheu  slibwing  the  character  of 

each  smallest  lethal  sub-divisioD. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Comniissioner  Sparis,  May  28, 1887. 

On  February  25,  188G  (4  L.  D.,  415),  I  reridereil  a  deeisi on  in  the  case 
of  W.  H.  Gushing  and  thirty -seven  other  homestead  claimants  against 
the  State  of  Michigan,  directing  a  hearing  to  determine  the  character 
of  the  land  embraced  in  said  entries,  situated  on  Bois  Blanc  Island, 
Beed  City  Land  District,  Michigan,  claimed  by  the  State  as  swamp 
lands.  In  this  case  the  State  claimed  that  its  right  to  these  lands  is 
established  by  a  survey  of  said  lands  made  in  1827,  showing  that  said 
lands  are  swamp  lands  within  the  meaning  of  the  swamp  land  grant. 
The  Department  in  the  decision  referred  to  held  that  the  survey  of 
1837,  relied  upon  by  the  State,  did  not  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  character  of  the  land  in  each  smallest  legal  sub-division,  and  hence 
a  hearing  was  ordered  to  determine  this  question. 

Under  said  ruling  the  case  of  Charles  Erickson,  one  of  the  appellants 
in  the  case  above  referred  to,  and  who  had  made  application  to  enter 
Lot  No.  1,  Sec.  4,  and  Lot  No.  8,  Sec.  3,  Bois  Blanc  Island,  under 
the  homestead  law,  came  on  to  be  heard  before  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, who  after  hearing  evidence  touching  the  character  of  said  land, 
decided,  ^^That  the  witnesses  for  the  State  made  but  a  partial  examin- 
ation of  said  lots,  and  stated  that  the  greater  part  of  each  of  said  lots 
was  swamp  land,  basing  their  judgment  from  the  timber  thereon,  and 
at  the  same  time  were  unable  to  find  any  great  amount  of  water  on  said 
lots."  ''  2.  That  the  witnesses  for  the  claimants  stated  positively  that 
said  lots — the  greater  part  of  each  legal  subdivision  of  the  same — was 
dry  land,  fit  for  cultivation  and  not  swamp  or  overflowed  land."  "  That 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  State  of  JM[ichigan  has  not  by  the  proof 
established  its  claim  to  said  lots,  and  that  the  State  is  not  entitled  to 
the  same  under  the  act  of  Congress." 

Your  office  affirmed  this  decision,  and  from  your  decision  the  State 
appealed. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  State  that  the  survey  of  1827  does  show  the 
greater  part  of  this  land  to  be  swamp  and  overflowed  in  each  smallest 
legal  subdivision,  that  the  decision  of  the  Department  of  February  25, 
1880,  does  not  amount  to  a  denial  of  their  right  to  have  said  survey 
considered  as  evidence,  and  that  if  said  survey  shows  the  greater  part 
of  each  smallest  legal  subdivision  to  be  swamp  and  overflowed,  it  should 
be  accepted  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact,  unless  overcome  by  con- 
vincing and  uncontradicted  proof  to  the  contrary. 
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Tbe  survey  of  1827,  not  beiug  made  with  reference  to  tbe  act  of  1850, 
granting  to  the  several  States  lands  swamp- and  overflowed,  and  unfit 
for  cultivation  without  artificial  drainage,  did  not  pretend  to  show  tlio 
character  of  each  smallest  legal  subdivision.  It  is  true,  as  claimed  by 
the  State,  that  the  field  notes  show  to  what  extent  the  lines  of  survey 
passed  over  dry  land,  and  to  what  extent  they  passed  through  what  the 
surveyor  denominated  swamp,  but  they  do  not  show  the  character  of  tbe 
greater  part  of  each  smallest  legal  subdivision  within  said  lines  of  sur- 
vey. 

It  was  chiefly  for  this  reason  that  the  Department  held  that  the  sur- 
vey did  not  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  character  of  said  land. 

Considering,  however,  the  survey  of  1827  in  evidence,  and  admitting 
for  the  sake  of  argument  that  it  shows  the  greater  part  of  each  small- 
est legal  subdivision  to.  be  swamp  and  overflowed,  the  testimony  ad- 
duced on  the  hearing  impeached  the  survey  by  the  most  satisfactory 
and  convincing  proof. 

The  substance  of  the  testimony  of  Michael  Marley,  the  first  witness 
introduced  by  the  State,  is  contained  in  his  answers  to  the  following 
questions,  propounded  to  him : 

Q. — What  kind  of  lands  were  they  there?  (Referring. to  these  lots 
forty  or  fifty  years  ago.) 

A. — There  was  a  little  ridge  close  to  the  beach  and  from  there  to  tbe 
lake  it  was  low. 

Q. — Did  water  stand  there  in  the  spring  of  the  year  f 

A. — I  don't  know. 

Then  having  answered  that  he  recently  examined  part  of  the  lots 
south  of  Lake  ITo.  1  with  Mr.  Patrick,  another  wirness  for  the  State,  be 
was  asked  the  question — 

Did  you  find  any  swamp  land  south  of  Lake  No.  1? 

A. — 1  found  low  land. 

Q. — What  is  called  swampy  land?  A. — Well,  it  is  cedar  land,  low 
land  and  all  kinds  of  soft  wood. 

Q. — Could  it  be  cultivated  without  drainage  in  the  spring  when  you 
put  in  crops  f     A. — I  don't  know. 

Q. — How  much  water  did  you  find  on  the  land  ?  A. — I  did  not  find 
any. 

In  his  cross-examination  he  answered  that  he  had  never  seen  any 
water  on  those  lots  at  any  time. 

This  is  substantially  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses  for  the  State 
in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  other  case  heard  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  contrary,  the  witnesses  for  the  claimant  testify  that  with  the 
exception  of  "  five  acres  of  low,  wettish  land  on  lot  8,  and  about  ten 
acres  on  lot  1,  section  4,"  it  is  dry  land  and  not  too  wet  for  caltivatiou. 

The  testimony,  therefore,  fully  sustains  the  finding  of  the  register 
and  receiver  that  the  claim  of  the  State  that  these  lands  are  swaniip  and 
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overflowed  is  based  upon  the  character  of  the  timber  growing  thereon, 
and  not  from  the  actual  swampy  character  of  the  land,  while  the  testi- 
mony of  the  claimants  show  that  the  greater  part  of  each  legal  subdi- 
vision is  dry  land,  fit  for  cultivation,  and  not  swamp  or  overflowed. 
Yonr  decision  is  affirmed. 


homestead  entry— contigv itt. 
Hugh  Millee. 

A  tract  of  land  which  merely  corners  upon  another  is  not   ''contiguous"  thereto 
within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  section  2389  R.  S. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrotc  to  Commissianer  Sparlcs^  June  2, 1887, 

I  have  considered  the  case  arising  upon  the  appeal  of  Hugh  Miller 
from  your  office  decision  of  November  6, 1885,  rejecting  his  application 
to  make  adjoining  homestead  entry  of  the  SE.  ^  of  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  18, 
T.  23  U" .,  R.  8  W.,  Nachitoches  district,  Louisiana. 

The  only  question  involved  in  this  case  is,  whether  a  tract  of  land 
which  merely  comers  upon  another  tract  is  "contiguous"  therewith, 
within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  last  clause  of  Section  2289  of  the 
Sevised  Statutes. 

Tlie  word  "  contiguous  ",  as  used  in  the  administration  of  the  land 
department,  means  something  more  than  merely  touching  at  the  cor- 
ners, lu  the  case  of  C.  M.  Coventr}-,  who  applied  to  transmute  a  pre- 
emption filing  to  a  homestead  entry,  but  who  had  tiled  for  tracts  cor- 
nering upon  each  other,  your  predecessor.  Commissioner  Williamson, 
said  (November  30,  1878) : 

It  is  a  regulation  of  this  Department,  co-existent  with  the  pre-emp- 
tion law  itself,  and  one  that  has  never  been  departed  from  in  the  adjudi- 
cation of  preemption  cases, — 

that  tracts  entered  thereunder  should  be  "  contiguous,"  and  that  tracts 
cornering  upon  each  other  were  not  contiguous.  Said  case  being  ap- 
pealed to  the  Department,  Mr.  Secretary  Schurz,  on  December  18, 1880, 
affirmed  the  decision  of  your  office,  saying  (2  C..L.  L.,  570) : 

These  tracts,  though  cornering  upon  each  other,  are  not  contiguous* 
The  latter  word,  as  used  in  the  administration  of  the  land  laws,  means 
that  different  subdivisions  of  land  shall  be  in  contact  with  each  other, 
^ide  by  side, 

I  see  no  reason  for  disturbing  this  settled  construction  and  uniform 
practice  of  your  office  and  the  Department,  and  therefore  affirm  your 
decision  in  the  case  at  bar. 
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practice— timber  culture  contest— jurisdiction. 

Kenyan  v.  Gbebn  et  al. 

There  is  uo  statutory  provision  reqnirlDg  a  contestant  to  make  a  tender  of  « ntry  fees 
and  commissions  when  filing  application  tu  enter  with  bis  affidavit  of  contest. 

The  law  does  not  sanction  such  a  requirement,  and  a  failure  to  comply  therewith 
would  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  cout«staut. 

Lawfully  acquired  jurisdiction  is  not  divested  by  the  act  of  the  contestant  whereby, 
,  prior  to  hearing,  he  becomes  disqualified  to  make  entry  under  the  application 
Hied  with  his  contest. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldroiv  to  Commissioner  SparJcs,  May  28, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  Uppeal  of  John  M.  Henyan  from  your  decision 
of  June  26,  1885,  refusing  to  allow  him  to  contest  the  timber  caltare 
entry  of  one  Frederick  J.  Smalzreid,  on  the  ^E.  i  of  Sec.  3,  T.  Ill  X.,  B. 
68  W.,  Mitchell,  Dakota  Territory,  and  holding  that  said  quarter-sec- 
tion was  subject  to  entry  by  the  first  legal  applicant. 

Alexander  Green,  who  contested  said  entry  and  who  has,  it  appears, 
since  your  decision  made  a  homestead  entry  on  said  quarter-section,  is 
the  party  adversely  interested,  and  appears  by  his  attorneys  on  appeal. 

The  material  facts  to  be  considered  in  the  case,  and  about  which  there 
is  no  dispute,  are  as  follows : 

On  January  18,  1882,  one  Frederick  J.  Smalzried  made  a  timber  cnl- 
ture  entry  on  said  land.  On  October  18, 1883,  Green  initiated  a  con- 
test against  said  entry,  and  made  application  to  enter  the  land  under 
the  timber  culture  act  of  June  14, 1878,  and  also  made  affidavit  of  his 
qualification  to  make  such  timber  culture  entry,  but  did  not  claim,  or 
show,  that  he  was  qualified  to  enter  the  same  under  the  homestead  law. 

On  January  20, 1885,  Green  made  timber  culture  entry  on  another 
quarter  section. 

On  January  27, 1885,  he  submitted  proof  in  the  contest  case  against 
Smalzreid,  au<l  the  local  land  officers  subsequently  recpmmended  that 
said  entry  be  canceled. 

'  On  the  20th  day  of  February  following  the  appellant  Henyan  pre- 
sented to  the  local  land  officers  his  corroborated  affidavit,  in  which  he 
swore  that  Green  was  not  a  qualified  entry  man  under  the  timber  cal- 
ture  laws;  also  his  application  to  make  a  timber  culture  entry  on  said 
laud,  accompanied  with  a  tender  of  entry  fees  and  commissions,  an 
affidavit  of  qualification,  and  an  affidavit  of  contest  against  the  Smalz- 
ried entry.  He  then  moved  to  have  Green's  contest  dismissed,  and 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  contest  the  Smalzried  entry.  This  motion  was 
overruled,  the  request  denied,  and  an  appeal  taken  to  your  office  by 
Henyan,  wherein  various  errors  are  assigned. 

On  appeal  from  your  decision  of  June  26,  1885,  the  errors  assigned 
are  substantially : 

1st.  That  you  erred  in  holding  that  a  tender  of  the  entry  fees  and 
commissions  was  not  essential  in  order  to  give  Green  a  right  to  contest 
said  entry. 
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2d.  That  yoa  erred  in  sastaiuing  the  register's  action  in  overruling 
appellant's  motion  to  dismiss  the  Green  contest  and  to  permit  appel- 
lant to  contest  the  Smalzried  entry. 

3d.  That  you  erred  in  dismissing  Henyan's  appeal,  in  canceling  the 
Smalzried  entry,  and  in  holding  said  quarter-section  subject  to  entry 
by  the  first  legal  applicant.    And — 

4th.  That  you  erred  "  in  not  awarding  the  tract  to  John  M.  Heuyau 
as  the  first  legal  applicant." 

Alexander  Green,  by  his  attorneys,  submits  the  case  without  argu- 
ment, and  insists  that  he  was  qualified  to  initiate  and  i)rosecute  to  a 
final  determination  said  contest,  and  had  the  option,  after  he  had  pro- 
cured the  cancellation  of  said  entry,  to  enter  said  land  under  the  home- 
stead laws. 

There  is  no  provision  of  the  statute  which  requires  that  a  contestant 
of  a  timber  culture  or  any  other  entry  should  make  a. tender  of  the 
entry  fees  and  commissions  at  the  time  of  initiating  contest  and  making 
application  to  enter  the  land  involved  in  the  contest.  If  the  practice 
once  prevailed  in  the  land  ofiice  of  requiring  such  tender,  it  was  with- 
out the  sanction  of  law  and  a  failure  to  make  it  can  not  in  any  manner 
affect  the  rights  of  the  contestant. 

Green's  contest  having  been  properly  instituted^  and  the  local  land 
officers  having  lawfully  acquired  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  they  were 
not  divested  of  such  jurisdiction  by  Green  having  subsequently,  and 
before  the  hearing  of  the  case,  made  a  timber  culture  entry  on  other 
lands  and  thus  divested  himself  of  the  right  to  enter  the  lands  in 
volved  in  the  contest  under  the  specific  act  mentioned  in  his  applica- 
tion. 

There  has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  no  error  com- 
mitted by  your  office  the  correction  of  which  could  in  any  manner 
benefit  the  appellant.  Had  Green  been  disqualified  to  make  home- 
stead entry,  and  had  some  outside  party  been  permitted  to  enter  the 
land  without  notice  to  the  appellant,  quite  a  different  question  would 
be  presented  by  the  record.    The  appeal  is  dismissed. 


MINING  CLAIM— NOTICE  OF  APPLICATION. 

EMPEBOB  WlLHELM  LODE. 

Notice  of  application  for  patent  should  give  the  coarse  and  length  ofa  line  connecting 
the  claim  with  a  comer  of  the  pnhlic  surveys,  or  with  a  mineral  monument. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  June  3, 1887. 

Pursuant  to  departmental  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  you  on  the  2l6t 
instant  transmitted  the  papers  in  the  case  of  J.  W.  Mills  et  al.j  claim- 
ants for  the  **  Emperor  Wilhelm  ^  Lode,  Lake  City,  Colorado. 
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Your  office,  by  decision  dated  Augast  31, 1886,  required  the  claimants 
to  publish  a  supplemental  notice  of  their  application  for  patent,  for  the 
statutory  period,  etc.,  because  from  the  description  in  the  first  notice 
the  locus  of  the  **  Emperor  Wilhelm  "  lode  could  not  have  been  ascer- 
taiued  by  parties  who  might  have  had  adverse  claims. 

The  notice  was  given  December  26, 1882,  and  the  material  part  of  it 
is  as  follows : 

Beginning  at  a  corner  number  1,  a  post  of  regulation  size  marked 
1  X  1309,  and  witnessed  by  a  rock  in  place  marked  1  X — bearing  S. 
68^  W.  4  feet.  From  this  corner  number  3  of  survey  1087,  the  George 
M.  Tibbets  Lode,  E.  W.  Olney  et  al.  claimants,  bears  S.  87o  40'  W. 
647.4  feet,  etc. 

The  claim  is  bounded  by  Wyoming  Lode,  which  is  a  south- westerly 
extension  of  this  claim.    None  others  known. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Wyoming  Lode  ever  went  to  entry,  and 
the  George  M.  Tibbets  Lode  was  not  patented  until  March  6, 1884.  It 
thus  appears  thait,  in  the  language  of  your  office  decision,  "  the  notice 
of  application  for  patent  omits  to  give  the  course  and  length  of  a  line 
connecting  said  claim  with  a  corner  of  the  public  surveys  or  with  a  min- 
eral monument; "  and  that  therefore  it  was  insufficient  in  law.  It  did 
not  describe  the  claim  so  that  it  could  have  been  ascertained  by  any 
one  who  might  have  had  an  adverse  claim  against  it. 

The  decision  of  August  31, 1886,  is  affirmed,  and  claimants  will  be 
required  to  publish  a  supplemental  notice  of  their  application  as  therein 
directed. 


RAILROAD  GRANT— FORFEITURE  AND  CONFIRMATION— ACT  OF FEBRV- 

Ji^rS,  1887. 

Instructions. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  register  aiid  receiver^  Neio  OrleanSj  La.  June 

6,  1887. 

I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February 
8, 1887,  (copy  attached),  entitled  "An  act  to  declare  a  forfeiture  of  lands 
granted  to  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Houge  &  Vicksburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  confirm  title  to  certain  lands,  and  for  other  purposes.^ 

The  first  section  of  the  act  declared  a  forfeiture  of,  and  restored  to  the 
public  domain,  all  lands  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  which  wen? 
granted  to  the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  &  Vicksburg  Railroad  Com- 
pany by  act  of  March  3, 1871,  and  also  of  all  those  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  lying  opposite  to  and  coterminous  with  that  part  of  the  road 
which  was  completed  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1881,  or  that  portion 
between  New  Orleans  and  White  Castle. 
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The  second  section  confirms  to  the  Xew  Orleans  Pacific  Eailroad  Com- 
pany the  title  to  the  lands  granted  by  said  actof  March  3, 1871,  and  not 
declared  forfeited  by  the  1st  section,  bat  provides  that  all  of  the  lauds 
that  were  occupied  by  actual  settlers  at  the  date  of  the  definite  location 
of  the  road  and  were  still  in  their  possession  or  in  the  possession  of  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  should  be  held  and  deemed  excepted  from  the  grant 
and  subject  to  entry  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  pro- 
vision applies  to  the  patented  as  well  as  to  the  unpatented  lands. 

The  Department  has  decided  that  the  dates  of  the  definite  location 
are  specifically  determined  by  the  act  of  February  8, 1887,  to-wit :  Octo- 
ber 17, 1881,  for  the  portions  of  the  road  from  a  point  in  Township  2  N., 
Eange  1  £.,  to  a  point  in  Township  4  N.,Bange  2  W.,  wd  from  8hreve- 
port  to  a  point  in  Township  10  K,  E.  12  W.,  and  November  17, 1882, 
for  the  balance  of  the  road.  The  twenty-mile  lateral  limits  of  the  grant 
and  the  terminal  limits  of  each  of  the  sections  as  definitely  locate<l  and 
constructed  are  shown  by  yellow  shading  upon  the  diagram  furnished 
you  with  oifice  letter  of  October  15, 1883.  When  claimants  under  this, 
section  present  proper  applications  to  enter,  you  will  notify  the  company 
thereof,  and  allow  thirty  days  within  which  to  file  objections.  If  no  ob- 
jection is  made  within  the  time  allowed,  you  will  allow  the  entry,  and. 
in  making  your  returns  thereof  you  will  transmit,  with  the  entry  papers,, 
the  documents  showing  the  previous  action  taken. 

If  the  company  should  object,  you  will  order  a  hearing  in  the  usual, 
manner,  and,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  transmit  the  testimony 
to  this  office  accompanied  by  your  joint  opinion  thereon. 

The  third  section  provided  that  the  confirmation  of  the  grant  made 
by  the  second  section  should  take  eflfect  when  the  company  should  ac- 
cept the  provisions  of  this  act  in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  agree  to 
discharge  all  the  duties  and  obligations  imposed  by  the  act  of  March  3,. 
1871. 

The  acceptance  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  company  were  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  April  20, 1887,  and  the  relinquish- 
ment and  confirmation  of  the  grant  provided  for  in  the  second  section 
of  the  act  went  into  effect  on  that  day. 

The  fourth  section  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  establish 
such  rules  and  regulations,  in  issuing  patents  for  the  lands  confirmed  to 
the  company  by  this  act,  as  will  enable  persons  who  were  in  actual  oc- 
cupancy of  any  portion  thereof  on  December  1, 1884,  and  who  are  qual- 
ified preemption  or  homestead  claimants,  to  secure  title  to  the  land  held 
by  them  not  to  exceed  one  quarter-section  in  quantity  and  not  less  than 
one  sixteenth  of  a  section,  on  payment  to  the  company  at  the  rate  of 
two  dollars  per  acre  for  the  land  occupied;  one-third  to  be  paid  in  cash 
and  the  balance  in  such  equal  annual  installments  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  sliall  prescribe. 

The  fifth  section  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  and  author- 
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izes  him  to  direct  that  payments  for  lands  purchased  ander  the  fourtli 
section  may  be  made  in  any  number  of  annual  installments,  not  exceed- 
ing four,  from  the  date  of  the  sale,  with  interest  thereon,  not  to  exceed 
six  per  centum  per  annum. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  any  proper  application  to  purchase  under  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act,  you  will  notify  the  company  thereof  and  allow 
thirty  days  within  which  to  file  objections. 

If  no  objection  is  made  the  applicant  will  be  held  and  deemed  to  have 
a  valid  claim  and  right  of  purchase  in  the  land  applied  for,  and  yon  will 
so  notify  the  company.  Should  the  company  object,  you  will  order  a 
hearing  and  proceed  as  directed  under  section  2. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  authorizes  and  instructs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  second,  third,  fourth,  and 
fifth  sections  to  any  lands  that  have  been  patented  under  the  railroad 
grant  of  March  3, 1871,  and  to  protect  any  and  all  settlers  on  said  lauds 
in  all  their  rights  under  said  sections; 

In  all  cases  under  section  2  where  tLe  rights  of  entry  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  fully  established  to  lands  which 
have  been  patented  to  the  company,  the  latter  will  be  required  to  re- 
convey  such  lands  to  the  United  States,  to  the  end  that  no  cloud  may 
rest  upon  the  title  of  the  entryman. 

In  cases  where  the  right  of  purchase  under  the  foupth  section  of  the 
act  shall  be  established,  the  railroad  company  will  be  required,  either  to 
convey  the  land  to  the  applicants  upon  receipt  of  the  first  payment  and 
secure  itself  for  the  deferred  payments  by  liens  upon  the  lauds  sold,  or 
to  enter  into  such  contracts  to  convey  the  lands  upon  receipt  of  the  final 
installment  paid  in  the  manner  below  prescribed,  as  shall  be  satisfactory 
to  this  office. 

The  fourth  section  prescribes  that  purchasers  thereunder  shall  pay 
one-third  of  the  purchase  money  in  cash.  Under  the  authority  given 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  shall 
be  paid  in  four  equal  annual  installments  from  the  date  of  the  sale,  and 
interest  on  the  deferred  payments  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum 
per  annum. 

Purchasers  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  section  may  at  any 
time  make  payment  of  the  whole,  or  any  equal  annual  installment  of  the 
purchase  money. 

Application  to  enter  under  the  second  section,  and  to  purchase  under 
the  fourth  section,  should  be  accompanied  by  the  corroborated  affidavit 
of  the  claimant  setting  forth  the  facts  respecting  his  settlement  and 
residence  upon,  and  cultivation  of  the  laud  claimed. 

Approved  June  8,  1887  : 

H.   L.   M^LDROW, 

Acting  Secretary, 
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timber  culture  e^try—natural  growth. 

Kelly  v.  Thoepe. 

That  the  natural  growth  of  timber  is  restricted  by  annual  fires  does  not  render  the 
land  containing  snch  growth  sabject  to  timber  culture  entry. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks^  June  7,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  James  W.  Kelly  v.  Garrett  L.  Thorpe, 
on  appeal  by  Thorpe  from  your  office  decision,  dated  October  31,  1885, 
holding  for  cancellation  his  timber  culture  entry,  No.  2967,  made  August 
6, 1883,  upon  the  SE.  i  of  Sec.  20,  T.  149  K,  E.  42  W.,  5th  P.  M.,  Crook- 
ston,  Minnesota. 

Kelly  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  December  27, 1884,  charging  that 
the  section  in  which  the  tract  covered  by  said  entry  is  situated  had  on 
it  at  the  date  of  entry  large  quantities  of  forest  trees  of  natural  growth, 
to  wit,  about  ten  acres  of  poplar  and  balm  of  gilead  trees,  ranging  in 
height  from  ten  to  thirty  feet  and  in  diameter  from  two  to  eight  inches. 
If  this  charge  be  true,  or  approximately  true,  the  entry  made  by  Thorpe 
is  illegal,  because  made  upon  land  not  subject  to  entry  under  the  timber 
culture  law. 

A  hearing  was  ordered  and  had  March  2,  1885,  at  which  both  parties 
were  present  in  person  and  by  counsel. 

A  considerable  amount  of  testimony  was  taken,  upon  a  review  of 
which  the  register  and  receiver  recommended  that  the  contest  be  dis- 
missed for  the  reason  that  in  their  opinion  ^<  nature  has  not  provided 
what  in  time  will  become  an  adequate  supply  of  timber  for  the  wants  of 
the  people  likely  to  reside  on  that  section." 

Your  office  decision  appealed  from  found  the  testimony  very  conflict- 
ing, but  found  for  contestant  and  held  the  entry  for  cancellation,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  established  that  the  section  is  not  devoid  of  timber. 

From  that  decision  claimant  appeals,  assigning  four  specifications  of 
error,  which  in  substance  amount  to  an  averment  that  the  evidence 
failed  to  sustain  the  allegations  in  affidavit  of  contest,  and  that  the  en- 
try was  valid  and  legal  under  the  rulings  of  the  Department  in  force 
when  it  was  made,  and  should  be  allowed  to  stand  even  though  under 
present  rulings  a  like  entry  would  not  be  permitted.  As  to  the  char- 
acter of  land  subject  to  entry  under  the  timber  culture  law,  the  statute 
is  very  explicit.  It  requires  the  applicant  in  every  case  to  swear  that 
^^  the  section  of  land  specified  in  my  (his)  said  application  is  composed 
exclasively  of  prairie  lands,  or  other  lands  devoid  of  timber." 

It  is  admitted  that  there  are  trees  in  considerable  number  on  the  sec- 
tion, and  therefore  that  it  is  not  '^exclusively  prairie,"  or  "  devoid  of 
timber,"  but  it  is  averred  that  they  are  small  and  scattered,  and  that 
they  do  not  r  -nder  the  section  of  such  a  character  as  to  make  the  entry 
in  question  illegal  under  the  rulings  in  force  at  the  date  it  was  allowed 
by  the  local  office. 
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As  the  Department  is  slow  to  forfeit  or  infringe  any  rights  acquired 
in  good  faith  under  former  rulings  and  under  an  interpretation  of  the 
law  different  from  that  now  in  force,  it  becomes  necessary  to  scrutinize 
very  closely  the  evidence  in  the  case  in  the  light  of  the  practice  and  the 
interpretation  given  the  law  at  and  about  the  time  of  the  entry.  The 
testimony  on  both  sides  shows  that  there  are  trees  on  the  section.  No 
witness  estimates  the  number.  The  evidence  as  to  the  size  of  the  trees 
and  the  area  of  ground  covered  by  them  is  conflicting.  Testimony  for 
contestant  is  to  the  effect  that  they  range  from  one  to  thirty  feet  high; 
that  they  stand  in  groves  in  different  parts  of  the  section,  and  that 
altogether  there  are  on  said  section  ten  acres  and  more  of  timber — ^pop- 
lar,  balm  of  gilead  and  willow— -some  of  which  is  on  the  quarter  covered 
by  the  timber  culture  entry.  Thorpe  and  his  witnesses,  however,  tes- 
tify that  the  groves  referred  to  are  not  timber,  but  mere  brush,  the 
stems  of  the  largest  of  which  do  not  exceed  four  inches  in  diameter, 
covering  altogether  not  to  exceed  an  a<5re  or  two. 

The  claimant  has  never  seen  the  land  but  once.  His  knowledge  can 
not  therefore  be  very  exact. 

The  adjoining  and  surrounding  sections  of  land  have  on  them  more  or 
less  timber.  Within  two  or  two  and  a  half  miles  east,  according  to 
claimant  himself,  is  heavy  timber.  Oord-wood  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
land  in  question  is  worth  from  one  to  three  dollars  a  cord,  according  to 
different  witnesses.  This  would  indicate  that  there  is  no  scarcity  of 
timber  in  the  locality.  The  most  of  the  timber  in  section  20  is  on  the 
NW.  J  thereof,  and  that  is  plowed  around  by  the  occupant  of  that 
quarter  to  protect  it  from  fires.  It  is  evident  that  occupants  regard  the 
timber  as  worth  saving. 

Claimant  testifies  that  the  groves  present  the  appearance  of  having 
been  periodically  damaged  by  fire,  and  says  that  if  protected  from  fire 
the  trees  would  develop  into  trees  of  ordinary  size.  While  most  of  the 
timber  is  small,  it  seems  quite  evident  that  if  protected  from  fire  it  will 
grow  and  increase  rapidly. 

The  very  testimony  offered  by  contestee  to  show  that  much  of  the  so- 
called  timber  is  really  brush  and  sprouts  of  one  or  two  years'  growth  is 
in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  evidence  against  him,  and 
goes  to  confirm  the  view  that  if  protected  from  fire  the  land  would  in  a 
few  years  have  on  it  a  strong  growth  of  valuable  timber,  for  in  spite  of 
fires,  which  have  heretofore  swept  the  section,  the  young  timber  pushes 
itself  up  and  continues  to  grow.  Poplar  and  balm  of  gilead,  which 
compose  most  of  the  timber  on  the  section  in  question,  are  naturally  of 
rapid  and  strong  growth. 

This  case  is  in  many  respects  like  that  of  Box  v.  Ulstein  (3  L.  D., 
144),  decided  by  this  Department  in  October,  1884,  and  on  the  theory 
advocated  for  this  claimant,  viz:  that  of  the  probability  of  the  nataral 
growth  proving  adequate  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  people 
likely  to  reside  on  the  section. 
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In  that  case,  as  in  this,  the  timber  was  mostly  poplar  and  balm  of 
gilead,  which  stood  in  groves  or  thickets,  and  was  styled  by  the  claim- 
ant "brush. " 

It  was  there  urged  that  most  of  the  trees  were  small  and  young,  and 
that  some  of  them  had  been  injured  and  destroyed  by  fire.  But  to  this 
the  Department  said  it  "does  not  change  the  fact  that  nature  has  al- 
ready done  all  that  the  timber  culture  act  was  designed  to  accomplish." 
That  decision  ended  by  directing  the  cancellation  of  Ulstein's  timber 
culture  entry.    The  reasoning  of  that  case  is  quite  appropriate  to  this. 

A  careful  examination  and  consideration  of  the  whole  record  discloses 
no  reason  for  disturbing  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  your  office.  On 
the  other  hand,  my  judgment  is  that  even  applying  the  very  liberal 
rulings  which  prevailed  in  the  land  department  about  the  time  this  en- 
try was  made,  it  is  because  of  the  character  of  the  land,  not  such  as 
could  properly  be  allowed  to  stand. 

Your  office  decision  is  therefore  affirmed. 


ratlboad  gbants  in  conflict;  pltlvate  claim, 
Gordon  v.  Southern  Pac.  E.  R.  Co. 

The  claim  to  the  Azasa  Rancho  was  auhjudice  UDtil  patent  issued  thereon,  and  land 
within  the  claimed  limits  thereof  was  in  reservation  until  that  date. 

Under  section  23  of  the  grant  of  March  3,  1871,  lands  embraced  within  the  indemnity 
withdrawal  for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  were  excepted  from  the  grant 
to  the  Southern  Pacific. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  June  7, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  John  T.  Gordon  r.  the  Sonthern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  on  appeal  by  the  latter  from  your  decision,  dated 
January  5, 1885,  rejecting  its  claim  to  certain  lands  hereinafter  de- 
scribed. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Gordon,  in  September,  1884,  applied 
to  enter  under  the  homestead  laws  lot  2  of  Sec.  27,  lot  6  of  Sec.  22,  the 
NW.  J  of  SW.  J,  and  the  S.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  23,  T.  1  K,  R.  10  W., 
S.  B.  M.,  Los  Angeles,  California.  The  local  office  rejected  his  appli- 
cation, because  ^'  a  portion  of  the  tract  applied  for  is  within  the  limits 
of  the  withdrawal  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company." 

Your  decision  states  that  the  tracts  in  the  odd  numbered  sections  are 
within  the  limits  of  the  grant  of  March  3, 1871,  to  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  branch  line,  as  shown  by  the  map  designating  the 
route  of  said  company's  road,  filed  in  your  office  April  3, 1871,  in  ac- 
cordance with  which  lands  were  ordered  withdrawn  by  letter  of  April 
21,  1871,  received  at  the  local  office  May  10, 1871. 

You  found  that  said  tracts  were  also  within  the  thirty  mile  indemnity 
limits  of  the  grant  by  the  act  of  July  27,  1866,  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  (14  Stat.,  292),  as  shown  by  said  company's  map 
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of  designated  roate  filed  in  your  office  March  12,  1872,  the  withdrawal 
on  which  was  ordered  by  your  office  letter  of  April  22, 1872,  receiTed 
at  the  local  office  May  7, 1872. 

Gordon  claims  that  the  land  covered  by  his  homestead  application 
was  formerly  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Azusa  rancho  and 
was  thereby  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  railroad  grant. 

Of  course,  the  railroad  company  makes  no  claim  to  that  portion  of 
the  land  covered  by  Gordon's  homestead  application,  which  falls  in  the 
even  numbered  section. 

Lot  6  of  Sec.  22  is  therefore  not  in  controversy  in  this  case. 

As  to  the  residue  of  the  land  applied  for  by  Gordon,  it  ap|>ears  that 
the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1883,  selected 
lot  2  of  Sec.  27  and  the  S.  ^  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23,  and  it  claims  the  right 
under  its  grant  to  all  the  land  described  in  said  Sec.  23. 

Your  decision  finds  from  an  examinaition  of  the  maps  and  diagrams 
on  file  in  your  office  that  lot  2  of  Sec.  27  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  W. 
J  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23  fell  within  the  claimed  limits  of  the  Azusa  rancho, 
as  surveyed  by  George  H.  Thompson  in  1868,  but  were  excluded  there- 
from by  the  Hancock  survey,  which  was  approved  and  patented  May 
29,  1876.  You  therefore  hold  that  said  tracts  were  sub  judice  at  the 
date  when  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  became 
effective  by  the  filing  of  its  map  of  designated  route  in  April,  1871,  and 
also  at  the  date  of  the  indemnity  withdrawal  for  the  benefit  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  Eailroad  Company,  the  order  for  which  reached  the 
local  office  May  7, 1872.  So  holding,  your  conclusion  is  that  said  lot  2 
in  Sec.  27,  and  the  W.  J  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23  were  excepted  from  the 
grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Company,  and  from  the  withdrawal  for 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company,  and  were  subject  to  disposal  as 
public  lands. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  maps  and  diagrams,  I  find  that  all 
of  lot  2  in  Sec.  27  and  the  major  portion  of  the  W.  J  of  SW.  J  of  Sec.  23 
fall  within  the  Thompson  survey  of  the  Azusa  rancho,  and  I  concur  in 
your  conclusion  that  said  tracts  were  within  the  claimed  limits  of  said 
rancho,  and  did  not  pass  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Company  under  its 
grant,  nor  were  they  withdrawn  for  the  benefit  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pa- 
cific Company.  In  the  case  of  Sansom  v.  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  (4  L.  D.,  357),  it  was  held  by  this  Department  that  the  claim 
to  the  Azusa  rancho  was  sub  judice  until  May  29,  1876,  when  patent 
issued  thereon,  and  that  lands  within  the  claimed  limits  thereof  were 
in  reservation  until  that  date. 

.  As  to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  land  claimed  by  Gordon,  to  wit, 
the  SE.  i  of  SW.  i  of  Sec.  23,  you  decide  that  the  Southern  Pacific 
Company  can  have  no  rightful  claim  for  the  reason  that  said  tract  is 
within  the  indemnity  limits  of  the  grant  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Company  by  act  of  1866.    You  base  your  decision  on  this  point  on  the 
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proviso  contained  in  Sec.  23  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1871  (16  Stat.,  579), 

making  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Company — 

'*  That  this  section  shall  in  no  way  affect  or  impair  the  right,  present 
or  prospective,  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company,  or  any  other  rail- 
road company." 

In  the  case  of  Sansom  v,  the  Southern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company 
(supra),  it  was  found  by  the  Department  that  the  Azusa  rancho,  ''as 
originally  claimed  and  granted,  embraced  all  laud  having  for  its  bound- 
aries the  Sierra,  or  mountain  on  the  north,  the  western  lines  of  San 
Jose,  and  San  Jose  addition  on  the  east,  the  road  of  San  Jose  (which 
seems  to  be  platted  as  San  Bernardino  road)  on  the  south,  and  the 
Azusa,  or  San  Gabriel  river,  and  the  boundary  of  Andres  Duarte  on 
the  west." 

I  am  inclined  to  think  from  an  inspection  of  the  maps  before  me  that 
a  critical  examination  of  the  maps,  diagrams  and  diseno  in  the  Azusa 
rancho  record  would  show  this  tract  to  be  south  of  the  "  Sierra,  or 
mountainon  the  north,"  and  consequently  within  the  Azusa  rancho  as 
claimed,  and  for  that  reason  excepted,  like  the  gther  tracts  described, 
from  the  grant  to  the  one  railroad,  or  the  withdrawal  for  the  other. 

But,  if  this  be  not  .true,  and  the  tract  be,  as  your  decision  treats  it  as 
being,  outside  of  the  reservation  on  account  of  the  Azusa  rancho,  your 
conclusion,  based  on  section  23  of  the  granting  act  of  March  3, 1871,  is, 
in  my  judgment,  correct,  and  the  company  appellant  got  no  right  to  the 
tract  under  its  grant. 

In  the  case  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  Southern  Pa- 
cific (Branch  Line)  Railroad  Company  (4  L.  D.,  215),  this  Department 
had  occasion  to  consider  the  effect  of  the  proviso  above  quoted  from 
Section  23  of  the  act  of  1871. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  that  case,  which 
opinion  was  adopted  by  the  Department,  the  following  language  was 
used  relative  to  said  proviso  : 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  would  have  been  possible  more  clearly  to 
except  said  lands  from  the  operation  of  said  grant  to  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific than  by  providing  that  the  latter  grant  should  not  ''  afi'ect  or 
impair  the  right,  present  or  prospective,  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Company,  or  any  other  railroad  company. 

What  was  there  said  is  fully  applicable  to  the  branch  of  this  case  now 
ander  consideration  and  to  the  tract  in  question.  The  SE.  J  of  SW.  J  of 
Sec.  23,  if  not  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Azusa  rancho,  was 
embraced  within  the  indemnity  withdrawal  for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oompany,  and  gave  to  that  company  a  prospective  right  which  excepted 
the  tract  from  the  Southern  Pacific  grant. 

This  disposes  of  all  the  subdivisions  embraced  in  Gordon's  home- 
stead application. 

Your  decision  holding  in  effect  that  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  has  no  title  or  valid  claim  to  any  of  the  tracts  herein  de- 
scribed is  confirmed. 
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DESERT  LAND  ENTRY— COyXEST—APPLICATlOX, 

Jefferson  t?.  Winter. 

A  preference  right  of  entry  is  accorded  to  one  who  b}*^  the  initiation  of  contest  se^^ares 

the  cancellation  of  a  desert  land  entry. 
Application  to  make  desert  land  entry  accompanied  by  the  parchase  money  consti- 

tntes  a  segregation  of  the  land. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commiss^ioner  Sparks,  June  7,  1887. 

I  have  considered  the  case  of  Ira  A.  JeflFerson  v.  Timothy  J.  Winter, 
as  presented  by  the  appeal  of  the  former  from  the  decision  of  your  of- 
fice, dated  October  2, 1885,  holding  for  cancellation  his  desert  land  en- 
try No.  927  of  the  N W.  J,  the  W.  i  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  27,  the  SW.  J 
of  the  8E.  J,  the  SW.  i  of  the  X  W.  J,  and  the  S W.  J  of  Sec.  22,  the  E.  J 
of  the  XE.  i  and  the  E.  i  of  SE.  J  of  Sec.  21,  T.  1  N.,  R.  2  W.,  made 
June  2,  1884,  at  the  Salt  Lake  City  land  office,  in  the  Territory  of 
Utah. 

The  record  shows  that  on  June  3, 1881,  said  Winter  offered  his  appli- 
cation to  enter  said  tracts  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
3, 1877  (L9  Stat.,  377),  and  said  application  was  rejected  by  the  local 
land  officers,  for  the  reason  that  the  land  had  been  appropriated  by  the 
prior  entry  of  said  Jefferson.  Thereupon,  Winter  asi^ed  tbe  register 
and  receiver  to  reconsider  their  said  action,  which  they  refused  to  do. 
From  the  action  of  tlie  local  land  officers  rejecting  his  said  application 
to  enter  said  tracts,  Winter  duly  appealed  to  your  office,  alleging  that 
the  prior  entry  of  Jefferson  was  illegal,  because  receiveil  by  the  register 
after  the  close  of  the  local  laud  office  on  June  2 ;  that  the  appellant's 
application  was  the  first  legal  application  for  said  land,  and  that  it  should 
have  been  allowed. 

On  July  24,  1885,  your  office  directed  the  local  land  officers  to  report 
all  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  making  of  said  entry  by  Jeffer- 
son. In  compliance  with  said  order,  the  register  on  September  9th  fol- 
lowing reported  that  on  June  20,  1877,  one  Levi  P.  Luckey  made  desert 
land  entry  No.  125  of  said  tracts ;  that  on  June  II,  1883,  said  Jefferson 
filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against  said  entry,  alleging  abandonment 
and  non-compliance  with  the  requirements  of  said  act ;  that  said  con- 
test affidavit  was  transmitted  to  your  office  and  on  October  3,  same  year, 
said  entry  wa^  held  for  cancellation ;  that  no  appeal  having  been  taken, 
after  due  notice  to  the  claimant,  said  entry  was  canceled  by  your  oflSce 
letter,  dated  May  22,  and  upon  the  receipt  of  said  letter  of  cancellation 
by  the  local  land  office,  said  Jefferson  was  permitted  to  make  his  said 
entry  on  June  2,  1884.  The  register  further  reported  that  both  Jeffer- 
son and  Winter  employed  attorneys  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
who  notified  them  by  telegraph  when  said  letter  of  cancellation  was 
mailed ;  that  said  letter  was  delayed  several  days,  on  account  of  breaks 
in  the  railroad,  and  reached  the  local  land  office  on  the  evening  of  June 
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2d,  about  eight  P.  M.;  that  after  the  distributioa  of  the  mail  the  regis- 
ter was  accosted  on  the  street  and  asked  to  go  to  the  office,  and  swear 
the  claimant  and  his  witnesses  to  his  entry  papers;  that  he  consented 
to  do  so,  as  he  had  never  refused  to  accommodate  claimants  by  allow- 
ing them  to  execute  their  papers  out  of  office  hours ;  that  said  papers 
were  left  in  the  local  land  office  on  the  night  of  June  2d,  and  not  act- 
ually recorded  and  the  certificate  issued  until  the  morning  of  June  3d, 
when  they  were  recorded  as  of  the  date  when  they  were  received  and 
sworn  to;  that  the  application  of  Jefferson  was  received  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  said  local  land  office,  established  by  the  predeces- 
sor of  the  then  register,  and  followed  by  him  until  the  instructions  of 
your  office  to  Inspector  Hobbs,  on  September  4,  1884  (11  0.  L.  O.,  178), 
prohibited  such  practice. 

Your  office,  on  October  2, 1885,  considered  the  appeal  of  Winter  and 
held  that  Winter  had  the  prior  right,  because  the  application  of  Jeffer- 
son was  made  after  office  hours,  and  it  was  therefore  illegal. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  is  apparent  that  Jefferson  had  the  preference 
right  of  entry  of  said  land.  He  had  filed  his  affidavit  of  contest  against 
the  former  entry,  and  it  was  upon  his  information  that  the  same  was 
canceled.  This  fact  under  the  decision  of  this  Department  in  the  case 
of  Fraser  v,  Ringgold  (3  L.  D.,  69),  gave  him  a  preference  right  of  en- 
try of  said  tract.  When  said  application  of  Jefferson  was  received  by 
the  register  the  land  was  vacant  public  land,  subject  to  entry,  and,  ir- 
respective of  the  preference  right  of  entry  secured  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  May  14,  1880  (21  Stat.,  140),  said  application  of  Jeffer- 
son, the  purchase  ftioney  having  been  received  prior  to  any  other  appli- 
cation, served  to  segregate  said  laud  and  operated  as  a  bar  to  the  re- 
ception of  another  application.  Sarah  Reuuer  (2  L.  D.,  43) ;  Thorpe 
et  al.  V.  Mc Williams  (3  L.  D.,  341) ;  Florey  v.  Moat  (4  L.  D.,  365). 

A  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  shows  uo  good  reason  why 
the  action  of  the  local  officers  sliould  not  be  affirmed. 

The  decision  appealed  from  is  therefore  reversed. 


SIOUK  HALF  BREED  SCRIP-RE  ISSUE  ly  SMALLER  DEXOMIXATWN. 

S.  L.  M.  Barlow. 

At  any  time  prior  to  location  forty-acre  scrip  may  be  substituted  in  place  of  scrip  of 

a  larger  denomination. 

Acting  Secretary  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  June  10, 1887. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  the  Hon.  S.  L.  M.  Barlow  of  New 
York  City,  for  the  exchange  of  certain  pieces  of  Sioux  Ualf  Breed 
scrip  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  for  scrip  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  forty  acres  each,  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  25th  May 
last  and  which  was  referred  to  the  Hon.  Asst.  Attorney-General   for 
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this  Department  for  an  opinion  thereon,  that  officer  under  date  of  9th 
instant  communicates  his  views  to  this  Department  (coi^  herewith),  to 
the  effect  that  he  sees  ^^  no  legal  objection  to  substituting  forty  acre  scrip 
in  place  of  scrip  of  a  larger  denomination  at  any  time  before  the  latter 
is  located." 

Under  date  of  3rd  instant  Mr.  J.  H.  Parsons  of  this  city  as  attorney 
for  Mr.  Barlow,  filed  in  this  Department  three  pieces  of  Sioux  Half 
Breed  scrip,  viz : — 

No.  356,  "  D ''  for  160  acres,  Louis  Langie, 
"    323,  "  D  "  "  160      "      Eoseau  Bruquier, 
"   323,  "  E "  "  160      "  •  "  " 

which  letter  and  scrip  are  herewith  enclosed  together  with  his  state- 
ment in  the  case  of  7th  instant. 

In  view  of  the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Assistant  Attorney-General,  above 
referred  to,  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  cancel  the  said  scrip,  and  issue 
new  scrip  of  the  denomination  of  forty  acres  each  in  lieu  thereof  and 
transmit  the  same  to  Mr.  Parsons. 


school  indemnity—selections  in  colorado,  in  lieu  of  mineral 
lands  in  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six. 

Circular. 

Commissioner  Sparks  to  registers  and  receivers  in  Colorado^  March  23, 

1887. 

Appended  are  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  grant- 
ing lands  to  Colorado  for  schools )  the  fourteenth  section  of  said  act, 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  create  a  school  fund ;  the  fifteenth 
section  of  the  same  act,  excepting  mineral  lands  from  the  grant ;  and 
the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  of  April  2, 1884,  providing  that 
the  State  shall  be  allowed  to  select  lands  in  lieu  of  such  of  the  sixteenth 
and  thirty-sixth  sections  as  may  have  been  or  shall  be  found  to  be  min- 
eral lands.  Eespecting  school  indemnity  selections  on  mineral  bases 
under  the  act  of  1884  you  will  be  guided  by  the  following  instructions : 

1.  A  determination  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  or  a  decision  by 
this  office  or  the  local  officers,  which  becomes  final  under  the  Eules  of 
Practice,  that  a  school  section  or  a  part  thereof  is  mineral  land,  and 
that  the  title  thereto  is  not  in  the  State,  will  place  the  land  in  the  class 
of  bases  that  may  be  used  in  selections  of  land  as  indemnity. 

2.  All  the  lands  in  said  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six  returned  as 
non-mineral  must  be  presumed  to  be  school  lands  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act  until  the  presumption  is  overthrown  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
indicated.  The  bare  return  of  lands  as  mineral  by  the  surveyor-general 
will  not  be  regarded  as  conclusively  classifying  them  as  mineral,  the 
returns  of  deputy  surveyors  as  to  the  character  of  the  land  surveyed 
having  been  found  in  many  cases  to  be  indefinite  or  erroneous. 
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3.  Ill  the  absence  of  a  decision  by  this  Department  that  land  in  a 
school  section  is  either  mineral  or  non-mineral  in  character  the.  State 
may  proceed  in  one  of  three  ways  to  have  her  rights  and  title  defined, 
as  follows : 

(a)  By  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  through  the  proper 
district  office,  where  the  land  has  been  returned  as  non-mineral,  for  his 
certificate  that  the  land  was  rightly  so  classed  when  the  grant  took 
effect.  Snch  certificate  will  ^<  determine  the  matter  "  and  establish  the 
title  of  the  State  beyond  attack  by  mineral  claimants.  ]^otice  of  such 
proceeding  must  be  given  by  publication  aud  posting,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Eules  of  Practice. 

(6)  By  proceeding  to  i^rove  land  which  has  been  returned  as  mineral 
to  be  in  fact  non-mineral  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  Circulars  "N"  of 
September  23,  1880,  and  October  31, 1881. 

(c)  By  relying  upon  the  record  for  indemnity  where  lands  have  been 
entered  as  mineral.  Where  the  State  authorities  have  information  that 
the  mineral  character  of  tracts  in  sections  16  and  36  is  shown  by  evi- 
dence in  this  office,  a  list  of  them  may  be  sent  here,  through  the  proper 
district  office,  to  determine  whether  they  may  be  used  as  bases  for  selec- 
tiotis.  If  the  decision  should  be  in  the  negative,  the  character  of  snch 
tracts  may  be  determined  under  the  procedure  indicated  in  subdivisions 
a  and  h  hereof. 

4.  Selections  are  restricted  to  lands  returned  as  agricultural.  The 
selected  tracts  must  be  connected  with  specific  bases  of  not  less  than 
the  quantity  selected,  and  containing  as  near  such  quantity  as  practi- 
cable. Should  the  aggregate  quantity  of  the  bases  in  any  list  exceed 
that  of  the  tracts  selected  the  State  will  receive  due  credit  upon  ad- 
justment of  her  grant.  The  character  of  selected  tract<s  will  be  deter- 
mined under  the  rules  existing  as  to  agricultural  land  entries.  In  all 
cases  the  selected  tracts  must  becovered  by  non  mineral  affidavits  made 
by  the  selecting  agent  of  the  State  or  an  agent  duly  appointed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  for  the  purpose,  and  in  case  of 
such  appointment  evidence  thereof  should  accompany  the  affidavits. 

5.  In  making  selections  on  mineral  bases  the  acts  of  1875  and  1884 
must  be  construed  together.  The  law  restricts  selections  to  not  more 
than  one  quarter  section,  and  the  tracts  selected  must  be  '^  as  con- 
tiguous as  may  be"  to  the. bases.  As  to  such  contiguity  the  rule  is 
prescribed  that  vacant  public  land  as  near  the  basis  as  practicable  shall 
be  selected.  Selections  of  land  in  a  different  district  from  that  embrac- 
ing the  basis  will  not  be  admitted,  unless  it  be  clearly  shown  that  there 
are  no  public  lands  in  the  district  in  which  the  basis  is  situated.  The 
circular  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  May  19, 1886,  which  allowed  ap- 
plications to  be  presented  for  lands  in  a  different  laud  district  from  that 
embracing  the  bases,  is  hereby  modified  accordingly. 

6.  The  date  of  the  filing  in  the  district  land  office  of  each  application 
to  select  must  be  certified  to  by  the  district  officers  and  the  application 
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noted  on  the  records.  When  an  application  is  allowed  by  direction  of 
this  office,  the  selections  must  be  made  of  record  as  of  date  of  filing 
the  application  in  the  usual  manner.  Lists  of  selections  on  mineral 
bases  will  be  numbered  in  the  current  series  of  school  selections  in  each 
district. 

7.  A  fee  of  one  dollar  each  allowed  registers  and  receivers  for  each 
final  location  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  by  the  act  of  July  1, 18&i 
(seventh  subdivision  of  section  2238,  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes),  must  he 
paid  by  the  State  upon  admission  of  school  selections,  and  the  total 
amount  of  the  fees  received  should  be  stated  on  the  list  in  their  certifi- 
cate admitting  the  same. 

Approved,  May  2, 1887. 

H.  L.  MULDROW, 

Acting  Secretary. 


AN  ACT  to  enable  the  people  of  Colorado  to  form  a  constitutioa  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqnal  footing 
with  the  original  St-ates,  approved  March  3,  1875  (18  Stat.,  474). 

Sec  7.  That  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  every  town- 
ship, and  where  such  sections  have  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  any  act  of  Congress,  other  lands,  equivalent  thereto,  in  legal  sub- 
divisions of  not  more  than  one  quarter  section,  and  as  contiguous  as 
may  be,  are  hereby  granted  to  said  State  for  the  support  of  common 

schools. 

**  #  •  ■*  •  ■»  » 

Sec  14.  That  the  two  sections  of  land  in  each  township  herein  granted 
for  the  support  of  common  schools  shall  be  disposed  of  only  at  public 
sale  and  at  a  price  not  less  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  proceeds  to  constitute  a  permanent  school  fund,  the  interest  of  which 
to  be  expended  in  the  support  of  common  schools. 

Sec  15.  That  all  mineral  lands  shall  be  excepted  from  the  operation 
and  grants  of  this  act. 


AN  ACT  to  enable  the  State  of  Colorado  to  take  laud  in  lien  of  the  sixteenth  and 
thirty-sixth  sections  found  to  be  mineral  lands,  and  to  secure  to  the  State  of  Colo- 
rado the  benefit  of  the  act  of  July  secoud,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  donating  public  lauds  to  the  several  States  and  Territories  which 
may  provide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agricuUural  and  mechanic  arts,"  approved 
April  2,  1884  ('23  Stat.,  10). 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa^ivcB  of  tJte  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  Colorado  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
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equal  footinpf  with  the  original  States,"  approved  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  shall  be  construed  as  giving  to  the  State  of 
Colorado  the  right  to  select  for  school  purposes  other  lands  in  lieu  of 
such  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  as  may  have  been  or  shall  be 
found  to  be  mineral  lands :  Provided^  That  such  selections  shall  be 
made  from  lands  returned  as  agricultural,  and  upon  which  at  the  date 
of  selection  no  valuable  mineral  discoveries  have  been  made;  and  all 
such  selections  shall  be  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who 
shall,  if  he  is  satisfied  such  lands  so  selected  are  not  mineral,  so  certify, 
and  thereupon  the  right  of  said  State  to  such  selected  lands  shall  finally 
attach ',  and  the  Secfretary  of  the  Interior  shall  also  ascertain  whether 
any  of  such  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  are  mineral  lands,  and 
shall  certify  their  character,  which  certificate  shall  determine  the  matter. 
Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  at  the  time 
of  executing  the  survey  of  any  township,  to  make  a  critical  examina- 
tion of  the  character  of  sections  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  and  to  embrace 
in  his  field-notes  a  full  report  of  any  and  all  mineral  discoveries  found 
to  the  surveyor-general,  who  shall  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
whether  the  whole  or  any  part  of  either  of  said  sections  is  mineral  in 
character. 


Mattson  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  Ry.  Co. 

Motion  for  review  of  decision  of  January  13,  1887  (5  L.  D.,  350)  de- 
nied by  Acting  Secretary  Muldrow,  May  26,  1887. 


surveys—subdivision  of  sections. 

Circular. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  2>.  0.,  June  2,  1887. 

This  office  being  in  receipt  of  many  letters  making  inquiry  in  regard 
to  the  proper  method  of  subdividing  sections  of  the  public  lands,  the 
following  general  rules  have  been  prepared  as  a  reply  to  such  inquiries. 
The  rules  for  subdivision  are  based  upon  the  laws  governing  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands.  When  cases  arise  which  are  not  covered  by  these 
rules  and  the  advice  of  this  oflice  in  the  matter  is  desired,  the  letter  of 
inquiry  should,  in  every  instance,  contain  a  description  of  the  particular 
tract  or  corner  with  reference  to  township,  range,  and  section  of  the 
public  8urve3's,  to  enable  the  office  to  consult  the  record. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  February  11, 
1805,  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  subdivision  of  sections  is  to  run 
straightlines  from  the  established  quarter-section  corners,United  States 
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sarreys,  to  the  opposite  corresponding  corners,  and  the  point  of  inter- 
section of  the  lines  so  run  will  be  the  corner  common  to  the  several 
quarter-sections,  or,  in  other  words,  the  legal  center  of  the  section. 

In  the  subdivision  of  fractional  quarter-sections  where  no  opposite 
corresponding  corners  have  been  or  can  be  fixed,  the  subdivision  lines 
should  be  ascertained  by  running  from  the  established  corners  dae 
north,  south,  east  or  west  lines,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the  water-course, 
Indian  boundary  line,  or  other  external  boundary  of  such  fractional 
section. 

The  law  presupposes  the  section  lines  surveyed  and  marked  in  the 
field  by  the  United  States  deputy  surveyors  to  be 'due  north  and  sooth 
or  east  and  west  lines,  but  in  actual  experience  this  is  not  always  the 
case ;  hence,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  law,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, in  running  the  subdivisional  lines  through  fractional  sections,  to 
adopt  mean  courses  where  the  section  lines  are  not  due  lines,  or  to  run 
the  subdivision  line  parallel  to  the  section  line  when  there  is  no  opposite 
section  line. 

Upon  the  lines  closing  on  the  north  and  west  boundaries  of  a  town- 
ship, the  quarter-section  corners  are  established  by  the  United  States 
deputy  surveyors  at  precisely  forty  chains  to  the  north  or  west  of  the 
last  interior  section  corners,  and  the  excess  or  deficiency  in  the  measure- 
ment is  thrown  on  the  outer  tier  of  lots,  as  per  act  of  Congress  approved 
May  10, 1800. 

In  the  subdivision  of  quarter-sec^tions  the  quarter-quarter  corners  are 
to  be  placed  at  points  equidistant  between  the  sections  and  quarter-sec- 
tion corners  and  between  the  quarter  corners  and  the  common  center  of 
the  section,  except  on  the  last  half  mile  of  the  lines  closingon  the  north 
or  west  boundaries  of  a  township,  where  they  should  be  placed  at 
twenty  chains,  proportionate  measurement,  to  the  north  or  west  of  the 
quarter-section  corner. 

The  subdivision  lines  of  fractional  quarter-sections  should  be  run  from 
points  on  the  section  lines  intermediate  between  the  section  and  quarter- 
section  corners  due  north,  south,  east,  or  west,  to  the  lake,  water-course, 
or  reservation  which  render  such  tracts  fractional. 

When  there  are  double  sets  of  section  corners  on  township  and  range 
lines,  the  quarter  corners  for  the  section  south  of  the  township  lines  and 
east  of  the  range  Hues  are  not  established  in  the  field  by  the  United 
States  surveyors,  but  in  subdividing  such  sections  said  quarter  corners 
should  be  so  placed  as  to  suit  the  calculations  of  the  area^  of  the  quarter- 
sections  adjoining  the  township  boundaries  as  expressed  upon  the  oflScial 
plat,  adoi)ting  proportionate  measurements  where  the  present  measure- 
ments of  the  north  or  west  boundaries  of  the  sections  differ  from  the 
original  measurements. 

By  "proportionate  measurement"  as  used  in  this  circular  is  meant  a 
measurement  having  the  same  ratio  to  that  recorded  in  the  original  field 
notes  as  the  length  of  chain  used  in  the  new  measurement  has  to  the 
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length  of  chain  used  in  the  original  survey,  assuming  that  the  original 
measurement  was  correctly  made. 

For  example :  The  length  of  the  line  from  the  quarter-section  corner  on 
the  west  side  of  section  2,  township  24  north,  range  14  east,  Wisconsin, 
to  the  north  line  of  the  township,  by  the  United  States  surveyor's  chain 
was  reported  as  45.40  chains,  and  by  the  county  surveyor's  measure  is 
reported  as  42.90  chains,  then  the  distance  which  the  quarter- quarter 
comer  should  be  located  north  of  the  quarter-section  corner  would  be 
determined  as  follows: 

As  45.40  chains,  the  government  measure  of  the  whole  distance,  is  to 
42.90  chains,  the  county  surveyor's  measure  of  the  same  distance,  so  is 
20.00  chainsj  original  measurement^  to  18.90  chains  by  the  county  sur- 
veyor's measure,  showing  that  by  proportionate  measurement  in  this 
case  the  quarter-quarter  comer  would  be  set  at  18.90  chains  north  of 
the  quarter-section  corner  instead  of  at  20.00  chains  north  of  such  cor- 
ner as  represented  on  the  offficial  plat.  In  this  manner  the  deficiency  of 
measurement  by  the  county  surveyor's  chain  from  that  by  the  govern- 
ment surveyor's  chain  is  equitably  distributed. 

Very  respectfully, 

WM.  A.  J.  SPARKS, 

Commia^oner. 
Approved  June  2, 1887 : 

H.  L.  MULDEOW, 

Acting  Secretary. 


PRE-EMPTION— FINAL  PROOF—MORTGAGE-RESIDENCE. 

YouNa  V.  Arnold. 

The  intention  to  mortgage  the  land,  after  the  issaance  of  final  certificate,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seoaring  the  purchase  price  thereof,  does  not  invalidate  the  final  proof. 

Acting  Secretixry  Muldrow  to  Commissioner  SparJcSy  June  11, 1887. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1885,  Frank  Arnold  procured  and  filed  the 
relinquishment  of  R.  H.  Brown's  timber-culture  entry  for  the  W.  J  of 
the  SE.  i,  the  NE.  J  of  the  SE.  J,  and  the  SE.  J  of  the  NE.  J  of  Sec.  32, 
T.  Ill,  B.  60,  Huron  district,  Dakota^  at  the  same  time  filing  pre-emp- 
tion declaratory  statement  for  the  tract  described,  alleging  settlement 
November  5th. 

May  23, 1886,  Arnold  filed  notice  of  intention  to  make  final  proof  on 
the  25th  of  May  ensuing. 

On  said  25th  of  May  George  W.  Young  made  homestead  entry  of  the 
tract,  and  filed  protest  against  Arnold's  proof.  After  examination  the 
local  officers  decided  in  favor  of  Arnold.  Young  appealed  to  your  of- 
fice, which  decided,  December  7, 1886,  rejecting  Arnold's  proof  but  al- 
lowing him  '<  to  come  in  at  any  time  within  the  lifetime  of  his  entry  and 
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make  new  proof,  showiDg  a  satisfactory  compliance  with  all  the  I'equire- 
ments  of  the  law." 

From  this  decision  Young  appeals  to  the  Department. 

Yoar  said  decision  sums  up  the  evidence  with  substantial  correctness 
as  follows : 

The  testimony  shows  that  Arnold  purchased  Brown's  relinquishment 
of  and  his  improvements  on  the  tract  involved,  viz.,  thirty-five  acres  of 
breaking,  paying  him  therefor  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars; 
that  he  filed  as  alleged,  an^l  made  settlement  before  the  intervention 
of  an  adverse  claim.  .  .  .  He  built  a  good  comfortable  house  on  the 
tract,  and  established  residence  therein  on  the  24th  of  November,  1885 ; 
broke  six  acres  more,  put  up  a  stable,  dug  a  well,  and  has  cultivated  to 
crop  the  whole  of  the  forty-one  acres,  and  at  the  date  of  the  hearing 
was  going  on  with  more  breaking. 

Nevertheless,  you  direct  the  rejection  of  his  proof,  because — 

It  appears  that  he  made  his  proof  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and 
with  a  view  to  raising  money  in  some  wa^^  onp  the  tract ;  it  further  ap- 
pears that  all  of  his  family  did  not  reside  with  him  on  the  tract. 

The  offer  of  final  proof  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  period 
prescribed  by  your  regulations  made  in  accordance  with  law  cannot  in- 
validate the  proof;  the  most  that  can  be  said  is  that  such  fact,  taken 
in  connection  with  other  facts,  may  serve  to  cast  doubt  on  the  claimant's 
good  faith.    But  in  this  case  no  such  other  facts  appear. 

The  intention  to  mortgage  a  claim,  after  receipt  of  final  certificate,  in 
order  to  raise  the  money  wherewith  to  pay  for  the  land,  does  not  inval- 
idate the  proof.  See,  as  bearing  upon  this  point  Myers  i\  Croft  (13 
Wall.,  291) ;  Larson  v.  Weisbecker  (1  L.  D.,  422). 

Prior  to  filing  for  the  tract  in  question,  claimant  had  rented  a  quarter- 
section  of  improved  land,  upon  which  he  had  done  a  large  amount  of 
plowing,  and  which  he  could  not  abandon  until  an  even  year  from  the 
date  of  renting,  without  losing  all  the  work  done  thereon;  therefore  a 
portion  of  his  family  remained  on  the  rented  land,  supervising  affairs 
there.  The  facts  upon  this  point  are  correctly  summed  up  thus  by  the 
receiver — the  register  also  signing  the  decision: 

Arnold  himself,  with  one  or  two  of  his  children,  spent  more  or  less  of 
the  time  nearly  every  day  or  night  on  said  land,  he  sleeping  there  every 
night  except  a  few  since  November  6,  1885,  and  his  wife  a  part  of  the 
time.  ....  I  am  not  only  of  the  opinion,  but  am  firmly  and  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  the  claimant  has  taken  said  land  in  good  faith  aud  for 
his  own  use  and  permanent  home. 

Sharing  in  this  conviction,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  testi- 
mony, I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  proof  wfis  sufficient,  and  have  to 
direct  that  patent  issue  to  Arnold  thereon.  Your  decision  is  modified 
accordingly. 
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mining  claim— exclusion  of  discovert  shaft. 

Cayuga  Lode. 

The  exclasion  of  that  portion  of  the  claim  which  contains  the  discovery  shaft,  renders 
it  incnmhent  upon  the  applicant  to  show  the  existence  of  mineral  within  the  re- 
mainder of  the  claim,  prior  to  the  allowance  of  entry  therefor. 

Acting  Secretary  JUuldrow  to  Commissioner  SparkSj  June  11, 1887. 

I  have  considered  the  appeal  of  Eobert  G.  Chambers  from  yoar  de- 
cision of  January  20, 1886,  holding  for  cancellation  his  mineral  entry 
No.  30,  made  December  7, 1883,  at  Hailey,  Idaho,  said  entry  being  called 
the  Cayuga  Lode  claim,  lot  66. 

On  August  7,  1882,  Chambers  first  made  application  for  patent  for 
the  Cayuga  Lode.  The  claim  was  then  described  as  having  a  surface 
measurement  of  1500  feet  long  by  600  feet  wide,  containing  20.66  acres. 
Due  notice  was  given  by  publication  and  other  prerequisites  of  the  law 
were  seemingly  complied  with. 

Within  the  period  of  publication  M.  F.  Eichardson,  as  claimant  of 
the  Central  Lode,  filed  an  ad  verse  claim ;  and  forthwith  instituted  proper 
legal  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the  second  judicial  district  of  said  Ter- 
ritory to  determine  the  question  of  the  right  of  possession.  Said  suit 
was  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  on  November  27, 1883,  when  plaintiff 
was  declared  to  be  the  owner  of  18.02  acres  of  the  surface  ground  within 
the  limits  of  the  Cayuga  claim  as  described  by  the  defendant.  There- 
upon, Chambers  made  the  entry  in  question,  for  the  residue  of  the  Cayuga 
claim,  comprising  2.6i  acres — about  170  feet — in  the  south-easterly  por- 
tion of  said  claim. 

On  October  5, 1885,  in  a  letter  to  the  register  and  receiver,  you  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that ''  There  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  showing 
that  the  alleged  Cayuga  vein  or  lode  extends  in  its  onward  course,  or 
strike,  through  or  into  the  entered  ground,  nor  is  it  shown  that  any 
vein,  lode,  or  mineral  has  been  discovered  therein.'' 

Inasmuch  as  no  adverse  claim  had  been  asserted  to  said  tract,  you 
allowed  the  claimant  sixty  days  in  which  to  supply  the  required  proof; 
and  also  to  furnish  an  additional  certificate  from  the  surveyor  generaPs> 
office  as  to  improvements,  as  well  as  an  abstract  of  title  up  to  the  date 
of  the  filing  of  the  present  application.* 

On  December  26,  1885,  certain  afildavits  were  filed,  which  it  wa» 
claimed  met  the  requirements  of  your  office;  but,  on  January  20, 1886, 
you  decided  otherwise  and  held  said  mineral  entry  for  cancellation. 
From  that  action  an  appeal  was  taken. 

Section  2320  of  the  Revised  Statutes  says,  <^  no  location  of  a  mining 
claim  shall  be  made  until  the  discovery  of  the  vein  or  lode  within  the 
limits  of  the  claim  locatedP  This  is  a  prerequisite  to  the  location,  and 
of  course  entry,  of  any  mining  claim.    Without  compliance  with  thia 
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essential  requirement  of  the  law  no  location  will  be  recognized,  no  entry 
allowed. 

Has  this  requirement  been  complied  with  in  this  case  f 

The  entry  made  by  Chambers  is  of  2.64  acres  in  the  southeastern  end 
of  the  Cayuga  claim  as  originally  made  by  him.  That  claim  was  fifteen 
hundred  feet  long  and  six  hundred  wide.  The  mineral  discovery  was 
said  to  have  been  made  in  the  discovery  shaft,  which  was  located  about 
the  middle  of  the  original  claim. 

TheriB  is  no  pretense  that  there  has  been  any  other  discovery  of  min- 
eral than  the  one  stated  when  the  original  claim  was  filed,  and  which 
point  of  discovery  was  decided  by  the  court  to  be  within  the  location  of 
Central  claim  of  M.^  F.  Eichardson. 

The  departmental  circular  of  December  4, 1884  (3  L.  D.,  540),  very 
clearly  states  the  law  on  this  point.    It  says: 

The  rights  granted  to  locators  under  section  2323  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  are  restricted  to  such  locations  on  veins,  lodes,  or  lodges,  as 
may  be  *'  situated  on  the  public  domain.'*^  ■  In  applications  for  lode  claims 
where  the  survey  conflicts  with  a  prioi*  valid  lode  claim,  and  the  ground 
in  couflict  is  excluded,  the  applicant  not  only  has  no  right  to  the  ex- 
cluded ground,  but  he  has  no  right  to  that  portiou  of  any  vein  or  lode, 
the  top  or  apex  of  which  lies  within  such  excluded  ground,  unless  his 
location  was  prior  to  May  10,  1872.  His  right  to  the  lode  claim  termi- 
nates where  the  lode,  in  its  onward  course  or  strike,  intersects  the  ex- 
terior boundary  of  such  excluded  land,  and  passes  within  it. 

Kot  having  any  right  tojsuch  lode  within  the  excluded  ground,  he 
can  claim  no  right  by  virtue  of  the  discovery  of  tlie  same  therein. 

But  it  is  asserted  in  behalf  of  appellant  that  the  so-called  Cayuga, 
but  more  properly  the  Central,  lode  does  extend  from  the  point  of  dis- 
covery, within  the  lines  of  the  latter  claim  iuto  the  2.64  acre  tract  en- 
tered by  Chambers. 

The  testimony  on  which  this  assertion  is  based  is  contained  in  the 
affidavit,  filed  December  26, 1885,  of  W.  H.  Watt,  agent  and  attorney 
in  fact  of  the  appellant.    In  that  affidavit  Watt  says: 

A  vein  or  lode  bearing  lead  and  silver  bearing  rock  in  place  was  dis- 
covered at  the  time  of  making  the  original  location  of  the  Cayuga  lode 
claim  at  the  point  of  discovery,  as  shown  in  the  survey  for  patent; 
that  said  vein  has  only  been  developed  and  opened  by  shafts  and  cuts 
near  the  point  of  discover}' ;  that  the  strike  of  said  lode  is  believed  to  be, 
from  the  developments  made,  parallel  to  the  other  lodes  in  the  vicinity, 
that  is,  in  a  general  northwesterly  and  southeasterly  direction ;  that 
said  lode  is  not  open  at  any  other  point  within  the  limits  of  the  Central 
lode  claim  or  the  Cayuga  lode  claim ;  that  the  ground  entered  in  mineral 
entry  30,  embracing  an  area  of  2.64  acres  i^  believed  to  embrace  said  vein 
or  lode  on  its  onward  course  southeasterly  from  the  point  of  discovery; 
that  this  is  confirmed  by  a  vain  developed  in  the  Caledonia  Fraction 
mining  claim,  which  forms  the  southeasterly  extension  of  said  Cayuga 
lode  claim. 

This  is  all  the  testimony  in  the  case  on  this  point;  and  it  utterly  fails 
to  show  the  discovery  of  mineral  in  the  entered  premises,  or  that  the 
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lode  or  vein  discovered  near  the  sbaft,  within  the  lines  of  the  Central 
claim,  extends  on  its  strike  through  or  into  the  entered  land. 

Counsel  for  appellant  cites  several  decisions,  which  he  claims  sustain 
his  contention  that  this  evidence  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  Central 
vein  does  extend  into  the  entered  premises.  It  needs  but  an  examina- 
tion of  the  cases  cited  to  satisfy  the  judicial  mind  that  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  to  the  present  case  they  are  authorities  adverse  to  the  con- 
tention for  appellant. 

Indeed,  were  it  otherwise  there  would  be  no  restraint  upon  the  entry 
of  presumed  mineral  land  for  speculative  purposes,  to  the  exclusion  of 
that  class  of  citizens  for  whose  benefit  the  mining  laws  were  so  carefully 
and  beneficently  framed. 

Entertaining  these  views,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  other  matters 
in  the  case.  I  affirm  your  judgment,  and  direct  the  cancellation  of  said 
entry. 


private  claim^selectioy  and  location. 
Baca  Float,  No.  Three. 

There  is  uo  power  or  authority  Iq  the  Department,  oq  failure  of  the  claimants  to  make 
selection  and  location  within  the  period  designated  by  the  statute,  to  remove  the 
limitation,  and  authorize  a  selection  and  location  thereafter. 

The  Department  has  no  authority  tocanoel  a  selection  and  location,  made  within  the 
period  prescribed,  of  non-mineral  land,  or  land  not  known  to  be  mineral. 

The  selection  and  location  of  lands  known  to  be  mineral  might  be  properly  vacated ; 
but  the  right  to  select  other  land  in  lieu  thereof  would  be  barred,  unless  made 
within  the  statutory  period. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Oommissiotier  Sparks^  Juiie  15,  1837. 

On  August  12,  last  I  heard  Mr.  John  G.  Bobinsou,  through  his  coun- 
sel, protesting  against  your  views  relative  to  the  right  to  re-locate  Baca 
Float  Xo.  3,  and  asking  that  3'our  views  and  opinions  be  annulled,  and 
that  the  order  of  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison  of  March  12, 1885,  be 
declared  legal  and  final. 

The  action  complained  of  appeared  to  be  a  mere  expression  of  opin- 
ion, and  as  no  official  action  had  been  taken  by  you  relative  to  the  right 
to  relocate  the  claim  under  the  decision  of  March  12, 1885,  there  was 
nothing  before  me  to  act  upon  and  hence  the  application  was  denied. 

This  matter  is  again  brought  to  my  attention  by  the  communication 
of  Mr.  W.  G.  Rifenburg,  submitting  the  question  whether  said  land  can 
be  re-located. 

By  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  21, 1800,  ( 12  Stat.,  72 ) 
it  is  provided : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  heirs  of  Louis  Maria  Baca,  who  make 
claim  to  the  said  tract  of  land  as  is  claimed  by  the  town  of  Las  Begas, 
(Vegas,)  to  select  instead  of  the  land  claimed  by  them  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  vacant  land,  not  mineral,  in  the  Territory  of  N^ew  Mexico,  to  be 
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located  by  them  in  square  bodies  not  exceeding  five  in  namber.  Aud 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico  to  make 
survey  and  location  of  the  Lands  so  selected  by  said  heirs  of  Baca  when 
thereunto  required  by  them  ;  Provided^  hotcever^  That  the  right  hereby 
granted  to  said  heirs  of  Baca  shall  continue  in  force  during  three  years 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  no  longer. 

By  reference  to  the  act  it  will  be  seen  that  selections  were  to  be  made 
in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  in  square  bodies,  not  exceeding  five  in 
number.  In  accordance  therewith,  five  selections  were  made — known 
as  Baca  Claims,  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6,  respectively.  It  was  ascer* 
tained  that  the  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  the  town  of  Las  Vegas  was 
496, 446.96  acres,  and  therefore  each  location  embraced  99,289.39  acres. 

The  tract  designated  as  claim  No.  3  was  selected  and  located  by  John 
S.  Watts,  attorney  for  the  Baca  heirs,  June  17, 1863,  and  was  approved 
by  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico  on  same  day,  but  was  not  sar- 
veyed  because  claimants  failed  to  make  the  necessary  deposit  to  pay 
for  expense  of  survey.  On  April  30,  1866,  claioiants  filed  an  amended 
application  for  selection  and  location  of  claim  No.  3,  and  on  May  21, 
1866,  your  office  issued  instructions  for  survey  thereof  as  amended.  By 
decision  of  your  office  of  September  27, 1877,  upon  the  application  of  J. 
S.  Watts,  attorney  for  claimants,  to  re-locate  this  claim,  the  application 
was  rejected,  upon  the  ground  that  your  office  could  not  authorize  a 
re-location  and  selection  of  said  claim  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
limited  by  Congress. 

February  33, 1885,  John  0.  Robinson  filed  in  your  office  his  applica- 
tion as  owner  to  re-locate  Baca  claim  No.  3,  alleging  that  the  present 
selection  of  this  claim  is  upon  lands  mineral  in  character.  Upon  this 
application  Acting  Commissioner  Harrison,  by  decision  of  March  12, 
1885,  held :  *'The  present  location  of  the  claim  is  therefore  rejected,  for 
the  reason  that  the  lands  embraced  are  mineral  in  character,  and  not 
subject  to  selection  and  location  under  the  act,  and  a  re-selection  and 
location  is  hereby  allowed.'' 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  present  location  of  this  claim  was  not  re- 
jected upon  any  application  or  claim  of  the  government,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  the  application  and  request  of  the  grant  claimants  and  upon 
their  allegation  of  the  fact  that  the  land  is  mineral. 

A  similar  question  came  before  your  office  on  the  application  of  Will- 
iam Gilpin  for  patent  to  Baca  claim  No.  4.  In  that  case  it  was  claimed 
by  the  government  that  the  land  was  mineral,  and  that  the  surveyor 
general  approved  the  plat  of  survey,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  June  21,  1860.  Commissioner  Williamson,  how. 
ever,  held  that,  "  The  surveyor  general  did  not  undertake  and  had  no 
power  to  impose  conditions  not  in  the  act,"  and  that  '^The  question  as 
to  the  mineral  or  non-mineral  character  of  this  land  has  been  i)assed 
upon  by  competent  authority,  the  title  has  passed  from  the  government 
and  vested  in  private  individuals,  this  office  has  no  authority  tore-open 


DECISIONS   RELATING    TO    THE   PUBLIC   LANDS.  707 

the  question,  the  land  can  no  longer  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  public 
domain." 

In  the  case  above  referred  to,  it  was  urged  b^"  the  government  that 
the  mineral  character  of  the  land  was  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  selec- 
tion and  location.  In  the  application  to  re-locate  claim  ^o.  3,  the  claim- 
ant alleges  the  mineral  character  of  the  land  as  a  reason  why  he  should 
be  allowed  to  re-locate  the  claim,  no  objection  to  the  character  of  the 
land  being  made  by  the  government.  The  ruling  of  Commissioner 
Williamson  upon  the  application  to  re-locate  claim  No.  4  is  applicable 
to  this  case  and  should  have  controlled. 

The  act  of  June  21, 1860,  authorizing  claimant  to  select  and  locate 
vacant  land  not  mineral  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  in  lieu  of 
land  claimed  by  the  town  of  Las  Vegas,  provided  that  said  right  '^shall 
continue  in  force  during  three  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act  and  no 
longer!^ 

Here  is  an  express  limitation  of  the  right  to  make  selection  and  loca- 
tion. If  claimant  failed  to  make  selection  and  location  (and  by  location 
is  meant  the  designation  by  approximate  boundaries  of  a  specific  tract) 
on  or  prior  to  June  21,  1863,  there  is  no  power  or  authority  in  the.De- 
partment  to  remove  the  bar  and  to  authorize  a  selection  and  location 
thereafter. 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  if  selection  and  location  of  this  claim  has  been 
made  prior  to  June  21,  1863^  of  lands  not  mineral  or  not  known  to  be 
mineral,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  there  is  no  power  or 
authority  in  the  Department  to.  cancel  such  selection  and  allow  a  re- 

« 

location  of  said  claim.  It  is  true  that  if  claimants  made  selection  and 
lociation  of  lands  known  to  be  mineral^  such  selection  and  location  could 
be  vacated,  and  the  right  to  select  other  land  in  lieu  thereof  would  be 
barred,  unless  made  within  the  time  limited  by  the  act. 

For  the  reason  above  stated  the  action  of  Commissioner  Harrison  of 
March  12, 1885,  was  without  authority  and  therefore  void. 

It  is  conceded  that  a  selection  was  made,  the  location  designated  and 
approved  by  the  surveyor  general  June  17, 1863,  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act.  It  appears  that  this  selection  was  amended  upon 
application  made  therefor  April  30, 1866,  so  as  to  correct  what  was  al- 
leged to  be  a  mistake  in  defining  the  location^  and  that  instruction  for 
the  survey  of  the  location  as  amended  was  issued  by  your  office  May 
21, 1866. 

The  claimant  must  be  held  to  this  selection  and  location,  and  cannot 
be  allowed  to  re-locate  other  land  in  lieu  of  it. 

If,  however,  the  government  has  disposed  of  any  part  of  the  lands 
embraced  in  said  location,  by  reason  of  the  action  of  your  office  of  March 
12,  1885,  claimant  perhaps  might  in  that  event  upon  a  proper  applica- 
tion made  be  allowed  to  select  and  locate  other  land  In  lieu  of  such 
lands  as  may  have  been  so  disposed  of  by  the  government ;  but  as  no 
such  facts  appear,  and  no  application  has  been  made  to  your  office  for 
that  purpose,  I  decline  to  pass  upon  that  question. 
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Eyrnr  withis  former  omahjl  ixdi an  reservation. 

IIerman  Fseese. 

The  eutryman  is  entitled  to  one  year  from  date  of  entry  within  which  to  make  his 

tirst  payment. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  Jttne24,  1887. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  April  2,  1887,  transmittiDg  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Herman  Freese  from  your  office  decis- 
ion of  January  6, 1887,  affirming  the  action  of  the  local  officers  at  "Sq- 
ligh,  Nebraska,  in  rejecting  proof  and  payment  offered  by  said  Freese 
on  his  declaratory  statement  No.  542,  made  September  14,  1885,  for  the 
W.  i  of  the  NE.  i  and  the  E.  i  of  the  NW.  4  of  Sec.  19,  T.  25  X.,  R.  6  E., 
within  the  limits  of  the  former  Omaha  Indian  reservation. 

Your  decision  is  based  upon  the  ground  that — 

The  act  of  August  7,  1882,  provides  that  in  case  of  default  of  pay- 
ment the  person  thus  defaulting  shall  forfeit  absolutely  his  right  to  the 
tract.  The  act  of  August  2,  1886,  provides  that  no  forfeiture  should  be 
deemed  to  have  accrued  solely  because  of  default  in  payment  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest  becoming  due  April  30, 1886,  if  the  interest  due  upon 
said  date  be  paid  within  sixty  days  from  August  2,  1886.  In  the  cases 
under  consideration,  payment  of  interest  was  due  not  later  than  sixty 
days  from  August  2,  1886. 

The  above  cited  act  (of  August  2,  1886,  24  Stat.,  214)  applies,  by  its 
own  terms,  only  to  cases  where  parties  were  in  default  April  30, 1886. 
In  this  case  the  entryman,  having  made  entry  September  14, 1885,  and 
having  one  year  within  which  to  make  his  first  payment,  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  in  default  April  30, 1886 ;  consequently  the  provision  in  the  act 
of  August  2, 1886,  above  cited,  does  not  apply.  Forfeiture  could  not  be 
declared  until  sixty  days  after  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  date  of 
entry  (September  14, 1885,  supra) — not  of  settlement,  as  stated  by  the 
local  officers  in  their  letter  of  March  14, 1877,  to  claimant's  counsel. 
Proof  and  payment  having  been  offered  within  the  prescribed  period 
from  date  of  entry,  ought  to  have  been  accepted.    (See  22  Stat,  341.) 

Your  decision  is  reversed. 


desert  land-entry— final  proof. 

Circular. 
Commissioner  Sjyarks,  to  registers  and  receivers  June  27, 1887. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1877  (19  Stat.,  377)  entitled 
^<An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  lands  in  certain  States  and 
Territories'',  provides  for  the  reclamation  of  such  lands  by  "conducting 
water  upon  the  same.''    The  second  section  provides  "  that  all  lands  ex- 
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elusive  of  timber  lands  and  miueral  lands  which  will  not,  without  arti- 
ficial irrigation  produce  some  agricultural  crop,  shall  be  deemed  desert 
lands  within  the  meaning  of  this  act,"  and  the  third  section  provides 
that  'Hhe  determination  of  wliat  may  be  considered  desert  land  shall  be 
subject  to  the  decision  and  regulation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office." 

It  is  therefore  prescribed  as  follows : 

1st.  Lands  bordering  upon  streams,  lakes,  or  other  natural  bodies  of 
water,  or  through  or  upon  which  there  is  any  river,  stream,  arroyo,  lake, 
pond,  body  of  water  or  living  spring,  are  not  subject  to  entr^'  under  the 
desert  land  law  until  the  clearest  proof  of  their  desert  character  is  fur- 
nished. 

2nd.  Land  which  produces  native  grasses  sufficient  in  quantity,  if  un- 
fed by  grazing  animals,  to  make  an  ordinary  crop  of  hay  in  usual  sea- 
sons is  not  desert  land. 

3d.  Lands  which  will  produce  an  agricultural  crop  of  any  kind,  in 
amount  to  make  the  cultivation  reasonably  remunerative,  are  not  des 
ert. 

4th.  Lands  containing  sufficient  moisture  to  produce  a  natural  growth 
of  trees,  are  not  to  be  classed  as  desert  lands. 

1.  The  amount  of  land  which  may  be  entered  by  any  one  person  un- 
der the  desert  land  act  cannot  exceed  one  section,  or  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  must  be  in  compact  form,  and  no  person  can  make 
more  than  one  entry. 

2.  Desert  land  entries  are  not  assignable,  and  the  transfer  of  such 
entries  whether  by  deed,  contract  or  agreement,  vitiates  the  entry.  An 
entry  made  in  the  interest  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  other  person,  firm, 
or  corporation  or  with  intent  that  the  title  shall  be  conveyed  to  any 

other  person,  firm  or  corporation,  is  illegal. 

3.  The  price  at  which  lands  may  be  entered  under  the  desert  land  act 

is  the  same  as  under  the  pre-emption  law,  viz  :  single  minimum  lands 
at  $1.25  per  acre,  and  double  minimum  lands  at  $2.50  per  acre.  (Section 
2357  IT.  8.  Revised  Statutes.) 

4.  A  party  desiring  to  avail  himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  desert- 
land  act  must  file  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  proper  district 
land  office  a  declaration  under  oath,  setting  forth  that  the  applicant  is 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  that  he  has  declared  his  intention  to 
become  such.  In  the  latter  case  a  duly  certified  copy  of  his  declaration 
of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  must  be  presented  and  filed.  It  must 
also  be  set  up  that  the  applicant  has  not  previously  exercised  the  right 
of  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  that  he  intends  to  reclaim 
the  tract  of  land  applied  for  by  conducting  water  thereon  within  three 
years  from  the  date  of  his  declaration.  The  declaration  must  also  con- 
tain a  description  of  the  land  applied  for,  by  legal  sub-divisions  if  sur- 
veyed, or  if  unsurveyed  as  nearly  as  possible  without  a  survey,  by 
giving  with  as  much  clearness  and  precision  as  possible  the  locality  of 
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the  tract  with  reference  to  the  already  established  lines  of  survey,  or  to 
known  and  conspicuous  landmarks,  so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  readily 
identified  when  the  lines  of  survey  come  to  be  extended. 

5.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  terms  of  this  declaration  as  provided 
by  existing  regulations  (form  4 — 274),  which  are  such  as  require  a  per- 
sonal knowledge  by  the  entry  men  of  lands  intended  to  be  entered.  The 
required  affidavit  cannot  be  made  by  an  agent  nor  upon  information  and 
belief  and  you  will  hereafter  reject  all  applications  in  which  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  entryman  made  the  averments  contained  in  the  {>wom 
declaration  upon  his  own  knowledge  derived  from  a  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  lands.  Tbe  blank  in  the  declaration,  to  wit:  '^  that  I  became 
acquainted  with  said  land  by ",  must  be  filled  in  with  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  land  and  how  he  knows 
its  character  as  alleged.  Said  declaration  must  be  corroborated  by  tlic 
affidavits  of  two  reputable  witnesses  who  are  acquainted  with  the  land 
and  with  the  applicant,  and  who  must  clearly  state  their  acquaintance 
with  the  premises,  and  the  facts  as  to  the  condition  and  situation  of  the 
land  upon  which  they  base  their  judgment.     (Form  4 — 074.) 

G.  Applicants  and  witnesses  must  in  all  cases  state  their  place  of  ac- 
tual residence,  their  business  or  occupation,  and  their  post  office  ad- 
dress. It  is  not  sufficient  to  name  the  county  and  State  or  Territory 
where  a  party  lives  but  the  town  or  city  must  be  named,  and  if  resi- 
dence is  in  a  city  the  street  and  number  must  be  given. 
'  7.  The  declaration  and  corroborating  affidavits  may  be  made  before 
either  the  register  or  receiver  of  tbe  land  district  in  which  the  laads 
are  situated,  or  before  the  judge  or  clerk  of  a  court  of  record  of  the 
county  in  which  the  lands  are  situated,  and  if  the  lands  are  in  an  un- 
organized county  then  the  affidavit  may  be  maJe  in  an  adjcacent  county, 
the  depositions  of  applicant  and  witnesses  in  making  final  proof  must 
be  taken  in  the  same  manner ;  and  the  authority  of  any  practice  or 
regulation  permitting  original  or  final  desert  land  affidavits  to  be  exe- 
cuted before  anv  other  officers  than  those  named  above,  is  hereby  re- 
voked.  The  affidavits  of  applicant  and  witnesses  must  in  every  in- 
stance, either  of  original  application  or  final  proof,  be  made  at  the 
same  time  and  place  and  before  the  same  officer. 

8.  When  proof  of  the  character  of  the  land  has  been  made  as  above 
required  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district  offic  )rs,  the  applicant  will 
pay  the  receiver  the  sum  of  twenty -five  cents  per  acre  where  the  land 
is  single  minimum,  and  fifty  cents  per  acre  where  the  land  is  donble 
minimum.  The  register  will  receive  and  file  the  declaration,  and  the 
register  and  receiver  will  jointly  issue,  in  duplicate,  a  certificate  (Form 
4 — 199)  ackujwledging  the  receipt  of  the  twenty-five  or  fifty  cents  per 
acre  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  filing  of  the  declaration.  One  of  these 
duplicates  will  be  delivered  to  the  applicant ;  the  other  will  be  retained 
by  the  register  and  receiver  with  the  declaration  and  proof.  They  will 
bear  a  number  according  to  the  order  in  which  the  certificate  was  is- 
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sued.  The  register  will  keep  a  record  of  the  certificates  issaed,  show- 
ing the  namber,  date,  amount  paid,  name  of  applicant,  and  description 
of  the  land  applied  for  in  each  case,  and,  in  addition,  he  will  note  the 
same  upon  his  plats  and  records  as  in  cases  of  ordinary  entry.  At  the 
end  of  each  month  he  will  with  his  regular  returns,  forward  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  an  abstract  of  the  declarations  filed  and  certificates 
issued  under  this  act  during  the  month,  accompanying  the  same  with 
the  declarations  and  proofs  filed  and  the  retained  copy  of  cortficate  in 
each  case.  The  receiver  will  also  account  for  the  money  received  under 
this  act  in  the  usual  form. 

9.  Surveys  of  desert  land  claims  cannot  be  made  in  advance  of  the 
regular  progress  of  the  public  surveys.  After  a  township  has  been 
surveyed  the  claim  must  be  adjusted  to  the  lines  of  the  survey. 

10.  Persons  making  desert  land  entries  must  acquire  a  clear  right  to 
the  use  of  sufficient  water  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  the  whole  of 
the  land,  and  of  keeping  it  permanently  irrigated.  A  person  who  makes 
a  desert  land  entry  before  he  has  secured  a  water  right  does  so  at  his 
own  risk,  and  as  one  entry  exhausts  his  right  of  entry,  such  right  can- 
not be  restored  or  again  exercised  because  of  failure  to  obtain  water  to 
irrigate  the  land  selected  by  him. 

11.  The  source  and  volume  of  the  water  supply,  how  acquired  and 
how  maintained,  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  ditches,  and  the  number 
and  length  of  all  ditches  on  each  legal  subdivision  of  the  land,  must  be 
specifically  shown.  Applicant  and  witnesses  must  each  state  in  full 
what  has  been  done  in  the  matter  of  reclamation  and  improvement,  and 
by  whom,  and  must  each  answer  fully  and  of  their  own  personal  knowl- 
edge^ the  questions  propounded  in  the  final  proof  depositions.  They 
must  state  ppecifically  whether  they  at  any  time  saw  the  land  effectu- 
ally irrigated,  for  without  knowledge  thus  derived  the  fact  of  reclama-, 
tion  remains  a  matter  of  conjecture.  (Case  of  Charles  H.  Schick,  5  L. 
D.,  151.) 

12.  The  whole  tract  and  each  legal  subilivisiou  for  which  proof  is 
offered  must  be  actually  irrigated.  If  there  are  some  high  points  or 
uneven  surfaces  which  are  practically  not  susceptible  of  irrigation,  the 
nature,  extent  and  area  of  such  spots  must  be  fully  stated.  In  this 
connection  the  right  to  the  water  used,  the  quantity  of  it,  the  manner 
of  its  distribution  and  the  permanence  of  the  supply  are  all  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.    (Case  of  Geo.  Ramsey,  5  L.  D.  120.) 

13.  Before  final  proof  shall  hereafter  be  submitted  by  any  person 
claiming  to  enter  lands  under  the  desert  land  act,  such  person  will  be 
required  to  file  a  notice  of  intention  to  make  such  proof  which  shall  be 
pulflished  in  the  same  manner  as  required  in  homestead  and  pre-emption 
cases. 

14.  Contests  may  be  instituted  against  desert  land  entries  for  illegal- 
ity or.fraud  in  the  inception  of  the  entry,  or  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  law  after  entry,  or  for  any  sufficient  cause  affecting  the  legality  or 
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validity  of  the  claim.  Contestants  will  be  allowed  a  preference  right 
of  entry  for  thirty  days  after  notice  of  the  cancellation  of  the  contested 
entry^  in  the  same  manner  as  in  homestead  and  pre-emption  cases,  and 
the  register  will  give  the  same  notice,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same  fee  for 
notice,  as  in  other  cases. 

15.  When  relinquishments  of  desert  land  entries  are  filed  in  the  local 
land  office  the  entries  will  be  canceled  by  the  register  and  receiver  ia 
the  same  manner  as  in  homestead,  pre-emption  and  timber-cnltare 
cases,  under  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880.    (21  Stat.,  140.) 

16.  Nothing  herein  will  be  construed  to  have  a  retroactive  effect  iQ 
cases  where  the  official  regulations  of  this  Department  in  force  at  the 
date  of  entry  were  complied  with. 

Approved, 

L.  Q.  0.  Lamar, 

Secretary. 


sale  of  indian  lands^state  claim  for  five  per  cent, 
The  State  of  Kansas  v.  The  United  States. 

The  provisious  of  section  2,  act  of  March  3,  1857,  directing  the  aUowance,  to  each 

bt))k  o^  ^he  States,  of  five  per  cent  of  the  proceeds  resulting  from  the  sale  of  land 
theretofore  included  in  Indian  reservations,  are  not  applicable  to  States  subse- 
quently admitted  to  the  Union. 

The  declaration,  common  to  the  acts  admitting  the  several  States  to  the  Union,  that 
'^  all  laws  not  locally'  inapplicable  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within 
that  State  as  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union",  is  not  intended  to  enlarge  a  specific 
grant,  or  authorise  the  payment  of  money  ont  of  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  an- 
thorized. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  claims 
presented,  regardless  of  apparent  legislative  or  executive  construction,  and  de- 
termine whether  they  are  valid  claims  in  law  against  the  United  Stat«s. 

Appropriation  of  money  by  special  acts  of  Congress  for  the  payment  of  particular 
claims  does  not  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  government  recognizes  its  legal 
liability  for  the  amount  of  such  claims,  or  for  the  amount  of  other  claims  of  like 
character. 

The  provision,  in  the  act  admitting  Kansas  to  the  Union,  for  the  payment  of  five  per 
cent  of  the  net  proceeds  resulting  from  the  sale  of  lands  by  the  government  was 
limited  by  its  terms  to  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  affords  no  basis  for  a  claim 
where  sales  are  made  of  Indian  lands  by  the  government  acting  as  trustee. 

Secretary  Lamar  to  Commissioner  Sparks,  June  28,  1887. 

Your  letter  of  September  14,  1886,  ia  relation  to  a  claim  made  by  the 
State  of  Kansas  to  five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certain 
Indian  lands,  has  been  received  and  duly  considered. 

The  amount  claimed  is  $43,790.32,  being  five  per  cent  on  the  amount 
of  sales,  less  expenses,  of  certain  lands,  made  between  July  1, 1884,  and 
June  3, 1885 ;  and  which  lands  were  heretofore  reserved  for  the  Chero- 
kee, Kansas,  Miami  and  Osage  tribes  of  Indians. 
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Entertaining  doabtB  as  to  the  validity  of  said  claim,  you  declined  to 
certify  the  same  to  the  First  Corai^troUer  of  the  Treasury,  and  transmit 
it  to  this  Department  for  instructions. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  January  20, 1861  (12  Stat.,  127),  ad- 
mitting Kansas  into  the  Union,  it  is  provided  that — 

The  following  propositions  are  hereby  offered  to  said  people  of  Kan- 
sas for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection,  which,  if  accepted,  shall  be 
obligatory  on  the  United  States  and  upon  the  State  of  Kansas,  to  wit: 

First.  That  sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  in  every  town- 
ship of  public  lands  in  said  State  shall  be  granted  to  said  State  for  the 
use  of  the  public  schools 

Fifth.  That  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  all  pub- 
lic lands,  lying  within  said  State,  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress, 
after  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union,  after  deducting  all  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  same,  shall  be  paid  to  said  State  for  the  purpose 
of  making  public  roads  and  internal  improvements,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 

The  condition  of  said  grant  was  that  said  State  should  provide  by 
irrevocable  ordinance  that  it  would  "  never  interfere  with  the  primary 
disposal  of  the  soil  within  the  same  by  the  United  States,"  and  never 
tax  the  lands  or  property  of  the  government.  The  condition  was  ac- 
cepted, and  proper  action  taken  in  relation  thereto. 

Yon  state  that  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  Kansas  there  were 
"  large  bodies  of  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  although 
not  within  its  political  jurisdiction,  that  belonged  to  the  Indians  by 
original  title  and  treaty  stipulations that  after  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  were  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  being  sold,  the  proceeds  to  constitute  a  fund  to  belong  to 
the  Indians''^  and  the  question  presented  is,  whether  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas is  entitled  to  five  per  cent  of  the  sales  of  said  lands  f 

The  case  has  been  argued  fully,  orally  and  on  brief,  by  counsel  for 
the  State  of  Kansas,  and  the  questions  involved  not  being  free  from 
difficulty,  have  received  most  careful  examination  and  consideration. 

It  is  insisted  that  similar  claims,  arising  under  like  circumstances, 
have  been  recognized  and  paid  by  the  United  States  since  1819;  and 
that  claims  identical  in  character  and  involving  the  identical  questions 
now  presented,  have  heretofore  been  decided  favorably  to  the  State  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, the  Comptroller  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  Congress; 
and  that  said  claims  have  been  paid  to  the  State  of  Kansas  for  every 
year  since  her  admission  into  the  Union  in  1861  to  the  date  of  your  re- 
fusal to  audit  said  claim  in  1886 — a  period  of  twenty-five  years. 

Such  a  state  of  facts,  if  true,  should  ordinarily  be  entitled  to  due 
weight  by  the  Executive,  inasmuch  as  precedents  in  departmental  rul- 
ing should  be  respected  and  not  lightly  or  wantonly  departed  from. 
While  said  statement  is  true  in  a  general  way,  an  examination  of  the 
legislative  and  departmental  action  in  the  premise.^  shows  that  it  was 
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taken  under  circumstances  and  conditions  not  entirely  similar  to  those 
under  which  the  present  application  is  made,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing review. 

By  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1819  (3  Stat.  491),  admit- 
ting Alabama  into  the  Union,  it  was  provided: 

That  five  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within 
-said  territory,  and  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress,  from  and  after  Sep- 
tember 1,  1819,  after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same,  shall 
be  reserved  for  making  public  roads,  etc. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  act  and  long  afterwards,  there 
were  large  bodies  of  lands  in  said  State  reserved  for  or  occupied  by  the 
Indians;  and  on  March  2,  1855  (10  Stat.,  630),  Congress  passed  another 
act,  whereby  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was  required 
to  state  an  account  between  the  United  States  and  Alabama,  for  the 
pur|>ose  of  ascertaining  what  sums  were  due  the  State  under  the  act  ot 
admission ;  and  he  was  '^  required  to  include  in  said  account  the  several 
reservations,^'  under  various  treaties  with  the  Indians,  ^<and  allow  and 
pay  to  said  State  five  per  centum  thereon,  as  in  the  case  of  other  sales." 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1857  (11  Stat.,  200),  the  Commissioner  was  di- 
rected to  state  a  similar  account  with  the  State  of  Mississippi,  estimat- 
ing lands  in  the  Indian  reservations  at  $1.25  per  acre.  By  the  second 
section  of  said  act,  it  was  provided : 

That  the  said  Commissioner  shall  also  state  an  account  between  the 
United  States  and  each  of  the  other  states  of  the  Union  upon  the  same 
principles,  and  shall  allow  and  pay  to  esich  state  such  amount  as  shall 
thus  be  found  due,  estimating  all  lands  and  permanent  reservations  at 
one  dollar  and  tweuty-flve  cents  per  acre. 

Under  these  acts  of  Congress  the  accounts  of  all  of  the  States  in  the 
Union  in  1857  were  adjusted,  and  the  ascertained  amounts  paid  over  to 
them  ;  except  California,  in  relation  to  which  no  grant  of  a  percentage 
on  the  sales  of  lauds  was  made. 

So  far  as  this  legislative  construction  is  of  any  weight,  it  would  seem 
to  militate  rather  against  the  present  claim  of  Kansas,  inasmuch  as  it 
shows  that  while  the  act  of  Congress  admitting  Alabama  reserved  to 
her  "  five  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds  oftlie  lands  lying  within  said  ter- 
ritory, and  which  shall  be  sold  by  Congress  from  and  after  September 
1, 1819,''  yet  in  order  to  give  to  that  State  any  percentage  on  account 
of  Indian  lands,  it  was  necessary  that  a  special  act  of  Congress  should 
be  i>assed,  requiring  such  allowance  to  be  made.  This,  it  is  not  to  be 
presumed,  would  have  been  done  if  Congress  had  believed  the  State 
could  have  obtained  the  allowance  under  the  act  of  admission.  The 
same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  Mississippi,  whose  act  of  admission  is 
in  the  same  terms.  Indeed,  the  argument  would  be  much  stronger  in 
favor  of  the  right  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  under  their  compact,  be- 
cause the  language  therein  used  is  ^^  five  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  landsy  lying  within  said  territory,"  etc.,  whilst  the  Kansas  act 
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says,  "  five  per  ceutiitn  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  of  M public  lauds," 
etc. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  action  of  Congress  in  relation  to  payments 
specially  authorized  by  it  under  the  act  of  1857  can  be  successfully  in- 
voked as  a  legislative  construction  in  favor  of  the  present  claim  of  Kan- 
sas, but  might  be  invoked  properly  if  that  State  were  now  asking  Con- 
gress for  similar  special  legislation. 

The  States  admitted  to  tlie  Union  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  March  3,  1857,  supra,  all  have,  either  in  their  enabling  act  or  the 
act  of  admission,  the  same  provision,  and  in  general  the  same  words, 
as  to  the  five  per  cent  grant,  as  is  fonud  in  the  act  admitting  Kansas. 
It  is  also  declared  by  Congress  in  relation  to  each  of  said  States,  in 
common  with  all  of  the  States,  that  **all  laws  not  locally  inapplicable 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  that  State  as  in  the  other 
States  of  the  Union."  Construing  this  last  provision  to  extend  the  act 
of  March  3,  1857,  to  the  States  admitted  after  its  enactment,  the  ac- 
counts of  the  new  States  were  stated  by  the  General  Land  Office  and 
paid  by  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  its  supposed  requirements. 

That  this  construction  is  clearly  erroneous,  I  have  no  doubt.  I  can 
not  bring  myself  to  believe  that  by  the  enactment  of  this  clause,  com- 
mon to  all  the  States,  it  was  ever  intended  to  enlarge  a  specific  grant, 
or  to  authorize  the  payment  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise authorized.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  this  particular 
question  further,  for  in  my  opinion  it  has  been  determined  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  court  in  the  analogous  case  of  Eice  v.  Sioux  City 
and  St.  Paul  It.  E.  Co.,  (110  U.  S.,  695),  which  I  think  ought  to  be  con- 
clusive on  this  point. 

By  act  of  September  28,  1850  (9  Stat.,  519),  a  grant  of  swamp  lands 
as  therein  described  was  made  to  the  State  of  Arkansas.  By  the  fourth 
section  of  said  act  it  declared  that  its  provisions  "  be  extended  to  and 
their  benefits  conferred  upon  each  of  the  other  states  of  the  Union,  in 
which  such  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  known  or  designated  as  afore- 
said, may  be  situated." 

On  May  11,  18^8,  Minnesota  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State; 
and  the  act  of  admission  contained  the  usual  provision  that  ^<  all  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  effect  within  that  State  as  in  other  States  of  the  Union." 
Under  this  provision  it  was  claimed  that  the  swamp  land  grant  was  ex- 
tended to  Minnesota  on  its  admission  into  the  Union,  there  being  lands 
of  the  character  described  id  the  act  within  her  borders.  But  the  su- 
preme court,  in  the  case  cited,  held  otherwise,  saying  that,  '^  as  the  act 
of  1850  (swamp  grant)  related  only  to  the  States  in  existence  when  it 
wan  passed,  it  was  locally  inapplicable  to  Minnesota,"  until  afterwards 
special  legislation  extended  it  to  that  State.  This  decision  was  made  on 
March  3, 1884,  but  prior  thereto,  in  1874,  a  similar  claim,  arising  under  sim- 
ilar laws  and  conditions  to  that  of  Kansas,  was  presented  to  theCommis- 
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sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  behalf  of  the  Stateof  Nebraska,  and 
was  rejected.  On  appeal  to  this  Department,  my  predecessor,  Secre- 
tary Delano,  reversed  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  and  directed  the 
certification  of  the  claim,  and  its  transmission  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treiasury.  The  decision  of  the  Secretary  was  based  upon  the  ground 
that  under  the  general  provision  in  the  Nebraska  law,  the  act  of  1857, 
supra,  was  made  applicable  to  that  State,  and  it  was  entitled  to  have 
its  account  stated  as  therein  directed.  When  the  Nebraska  accoant 
reached  the  Treasury,  the  then  Comptroller,  Mr,  K  W.  Tayler,  on  No- 
vember 4,  1875,  rejected  it,  holding  in  an  able  opinion  that  the  act  of 
1857  was  only  applicable  to  the  States  in  the  Union  at  the  time  of  its 
enactment,  and  not  to  those  subsequently  admitted,  as  was  Nebraska; 
also  holding  that  State  could  not  get  the  five  per  cent  under  its  com- 
pact, for  the  grant  there  was,  like  that  of  Kansas,  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  public  lands;  that  the  lands  in  question  being  Indian 
lands  were  not  ^^public^^  within  the  meaning  of  the  grant;  that  the  so- 
called  sale  being  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  and  by  the  gov- 
ernment as  their  trustee,  there  were  in  its  hands  no  proceeds,  net  or 
otherwise,  out  of  which  Nebraska  could  be  paid  five  percent  or  any 
other  sum. 

Things  were  in  this  condition,  when,  at  the  October  term  1877,  the 
supreme  court  decided  the  case  of  Beecher  v,  Wetherby,  (95  U.  S.,  517,) 
wherein  it  was  supposed  to  have  been  ruled  that  lands  in  the  category 
of  the  Indian  lands  in  Kansas  were  "public"  lands  and  passed  by  a 
grant  as  such.  Thereupon,  on  April  19, 1877,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  on  application  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  prepared 
and  forwarded  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  an  account 
showing  the  amount  of  Indian  lauds  sold  in  Kansas  since  its  admission 
into  the  Union,  and  its  claim  of  five  per  cent  thereon,  and  the  same  was 
allowed  May  17,  1830  (Public  Domain,  722)  by  the  then  Comptroller, 
Mr,  A.  G.  Porter,  for  the  sum  of  $190,268.27.  But  as  more  than  two 
fiscal  years  had  elapsed  since  the  claim  accrued,  it  was  transmitted  to 
Congress,  which  made  an  appropriation  for  its  payment.  Since  this  time 
the  claims  of  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  the  other  States  have  been  made 
out  each  year,  forwarded  to  and  paid  by  the  Treasury,  until  your  action 
in  the  matter  now  under  consideration. 

The  aforegoing  constitute  the  precedents  relied  upon  to  show  that 
similar  claims  have  been  paid  to  all  the  States  up  to  the  present  time; 
and  that  the  question  of  the  validity  ther-eof  should  not  now  be  in- 
quired into,  as  it  has  been  determined  by  this  and  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  by  legislative  action. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  aforegoing  that  as  to  the  States  in  the  Union 
prior  to  the  act  of  1857,  the  payment  of  the  five  per  cent  on  the  value 
of  Indian  lands  was  made  by  virtue  of  special  legislation,  not  applica- 
ble, under  the  ruling  of  the  supreme  court,  in  an  analogous  case,  to  the 
States  subsequently  admitted;  that  as  to  the  new  States,  the  action  of 
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the  Treasury  officers  has  not  been  uniform ;  Comptroller  Tayler  deny- 
ing a  like  claim  by  Nebraska  in  1875,  whilst  Comptroller  Porter  allowed 
the  claim  of  Kansas  in  1880.  Thus,  the  decisions  of  that  Department 
can  not  be  quoted  as  bringing  the  present  claim  within  the  principles 
of  stare  decisis.  It  is  true  the  claim  of  Kansas  when  allowed  was  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  and  appropriation  made  for  the  payment  thereof. 
But  I  can  not  accept  such  action  as  a  legislative  construction  of  the 
law,  or  as  in  any  way  relieving  this  Department  from  its  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  present  claim,  and  to  decline  to  state  an  account  thereof,  if, 
in  the  opinion  of  its  officers,  there  is  no  law  to  authorize  its  payment. 

The  case  of  United  States  i\  McDougall's,  administrator,  (121  U.  S., 
89),  is  in  point,  and  grew  out  of  claims  pending  before  this  Department 
on  contracts  made  by  certain  Indian  commissioners  to  supply  some  of 
the  tribes  with  beef  cattle.  The  cattle  were  duly  supplied  and  drafts 
given  to  the  different  contractors.  Some  of  the  drafts  were  paid  and 
some  were  not.  Fremont  went  to  Congress  and  got  an  appropriation 
to  pay  his  claim  ^'for  beef  delivered  to  CommissioHcr  Barbour,  for  the 
use  of  the  Indians  in  California."  Helmsley  and  McDougail  went  to 
the  Court  of  Claims,  who  rejected  their  claims  because  based  upon  a 
contract  made  without  authority.  Congress,  however,  made  an  appro- 
priation to  pay  Helmsley's  claim.  Korris  also  sued  and  his  claim  was 
rejected.  But  Congress  passed  an  act  directing  the  Court  of  Claims  to 
examine  and  allow  the  same  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  supplies  fur- 
nished, and  Norris  obtained  judgment  for  $69,900.  Subsequently,  Fre- 
mont sued  on  another  claim  and  the  Court  of  Claims  awarded  him  judg- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  the  aforegoing  acts  of  Congress  constituted  a 
clear  and  distinct  legislative  recognition  of  the  obligation  of  the  United 
States  to  pay  the  fair  value  of  the  subsistence  furnished.  Thia  decision 
was  followed  in  two  other  cases.  In  one  of  which,  that  of  Belt,  the 
court,  reviewing  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  class  of  claims, 
held  that  the  United  States  were  in  law  liable  under  the  agreement 
for  furnishing  the  supplies  to  the  Indians.  From  these  decisions  no  ap- 
peals were  taken  by  the  government.  McDougall's  administrator,  sub- 
sequently, also  brought  suit  and  obtained  judgment  in  the  Court  of 
Claims,  all  of  said  claims  growing  out  of  the  same  transaction. 

In  McDougall's  case,  though  not  differing  from  the  others,  an  appeal 
was  taken  by  the  government  to  the  supreme  court,  and  that  tribunal, 
held  that  the  contract  under  which  the  claim  arose  fixed  no  liability 
upon  the  government,  because  made  without  proper  authority.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  question  of  legislative  construction  as  shown  by  the  previous 
acts  making  payment  for  like  claims  the  court  said  : 

That  Congress  by  special  acts  made  provision  for  the  payment  of 
particular  claims  of  the  same  class  furnishes  no  ground  whatever  for 
the  assumption  that  the  government  recognized  its  legal  liability  for 
the  amount  of  such  claims,  much  less  for  the  amount  of  all  other  claims 
of  a  like  character.    Such  legislation  may  well  furnish  the  basis  for  an 
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appeal  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  government  to  place  all 
claimants  of  the  same  class  upon  an  equality 

But  the  discretion  which  Congress  has  in  such  matters  would  be  very 
seriously  trammelled,  if  the  doctrine  should  be  established,  that  it  can 
not  appropriate  money  to  pay  particular  claims,  except  at  the  risk  of 
thereby  recognizing  the  legal  liability  of  the  United  States  for  the 
amount  of  other  claims  of  the  same  general  class.  The  same  considera- 
tions apply  to  the  suggestion  that  the  liability  of  the  United  States  to 
McDougall's  administrator,  as  upon  contract,  may  arise  from  failure  or 
refusal  of  their  law  oOicers  to  proscute  appeals  from  judgments  against 
the  government  in  suits  brought  by  other  parties  holding  similar  claims. 

The  question  to  be  determined  is,  not  whether  the  representatives  of 
the  government  have  heretofore  been  guilty  of  neglect  in  not  prosecut- 
ing such  appeals,  but  whether,  in  the  case  in  hand,  the  plaintiff  has  a 
valid  claim  in  law  against  the  United  States. 

The  law  as  here  laid  down  by  the  supreme  court  seems  to  fix  the 
measure  of  my  duty  in  the  premises;  and  to  require  that  I  should  ex- 
amine into  the  legality  of  the  claim  presented,  regardless  of  the  sap- 
posed  legislative  of  executive  construction,  and  determine  whether  it  is 
*'  a  valid  claim  in  law  against  the  United  States." 

Apart  from  any  other  considerations,  it  is  insisted  that  the  case  of 
Beecher  v.  Wetherby,  aupra^  determines  the  question  in  favor  of  the 
State. 

That  case  arose  on  a  construction  of  the  clause  in  the  compact  with 
Wisconsin,  on  her  admission  to  the  Union,  which  provided,  *'  that  sec- 
tion numbered  sixteen  in  every  township  of  the  public  lands  in  said 
State,  and  where  such  section  has  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of, 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto,  and  as  contiguous  as  may  be,  shall  be 
granted  to  said  State  for  the  use  of  schools.''  The  State  was  admitted 
in  May,' 1848,  but  prior  to  that  time  the  Indians  roamed  over  much  of 
the  territory  of  which  it  was  formed.  In  1825  the  United  States  under- 
took, by  treaties,  to  settle  the  boundaries  of  lands  claimed  by  the  differ- 
ent tribes,  and  the  particular  section  in  question  was  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  land  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  Menomonee  Indians. 
By  further  treaty  the  boundaries  of  the  Menomonee  country  were  again 
fixed.  Portions  of  their  land  were  ceded;  one  tract  was  set  apart  for 
them  as  the  "  farm  "  country,  and  for  "  homes,"  without  conditions  look- 
ing to  the  extinguishment  of  titleorrightof  occupancy,  whilst  the  other 
tract  was  to  remain  to  them  "for  a  hunting  ground  until  the  President 
of  the  United  States"  should  "deem  it  expedient  to  extinguish  their 
title,"  when  they  promised  to  "  surrender  it  immediately  upon  being  no- 
tified of  the  desire  of  the  government  to  possess  it."  The  tract  incontra- 
versy  was  within  this  "  hunting  ground,"  and  was  afterwards  ceded  to 
the  Stock  bridge  and  Munsee  tribes. 

In  October,  1852,  the  township  embracing  said  section  was  surveyed; 
and  in  1854,  subdivided  into  sections.  By  act  of  Congress  of  February 
0, 1871,  the  lands  theretofore  occupied  by  the  Stockbridge  and  Munsee 
tribes  were  authorized  to  be  sold,  and  subsequently  were  sold.    The 
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plaintiff  claimed  title  to  section  sixteen  nuder  patent  from  the  United 
States,  bearing  date  October  10, 1872,  and  the  defendant  claimed  title 
under  patent  from  the  State  of  December  15, 1866. 

The  court  held  that  the  compact  operated  to  transfer  to  the  State  the 
title  to  the  sixteenth  sections  as  soon  as  they  could  be  identified  by  sur- 
veys ;  that  said  sections  were  appropriated  to  the  State,  withdrawn 
from  any  other  disposition,  set  apart  from  the  public  domain,  and  no 
subsequent  law  authorizing  a  sale  of  it  can  be  construed  to  embrace 
them.  "All  that  afterwards  remained  for  the  United  States  to  do  with 
respect  to  them,  and  all  that  could  be  legally  done,  was  to  identify  the 
sections  by  appropriate  surveys.''  In  continuation,  the  court  says  that 
in  relation  to  lands  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Indians  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  fee  by  grant,  and  it  has 
no  doubt  in  the  case  under  consideration  of  its  intention  so  to  do.  The 
fee  simple  title  having  thus  passed  to  the  Stat<e,  subject  only  to  the 
Indian  right  of  occupancy ;  that  right  having  been  extinguished  in  a 
short  time  after  the  admission  of  the  State ;  and  the  sections  having 
been  identified  hy  surveys  in  1854,  it  is  evident  the  title  of  the  State  be- 
came complete  in  the  section  upon  its  being  thus  identified  and  the  sub- 
sequent attempt  of  Congress  to  sell  it  in  1871  passed  no  title. 

I  do  not  see  that  the  case  of  Beecher  and  Wetherby  can  properly 
affect  the  claim  of  Kansas  now  under  consideration.  Under  the  ruling 
in  that  case,  and  by  virtue  of  her  compact,  unquestionably  she  would 
be  entitled  to  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections  of  the  lands  in  oc- 
cupancy of  the  Indians,  when  the  occupancy  ceases  and  said  lands  are 
identified  by  survey ;  or  if  said  sections  have  been  otherwise  properly 
disposed  of,  to  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof.  And  the  fact  that  the  grant 
of  the  five  per  cent  claimed  is  made  by  the  same  act,  as  thus  passes 
the  conditional  grant  of  the  school  sections  to  her,  does  not,  tbat  I  can 
see,  add  strength  to,  the  claim.  The  one  is  a  grant  of  the  fee  simple 
title  to  land,  and  the  other  a  grant  of  the  profits,  so  to  speak,  out  of 
certain  lauds. 

Under  the  grant,  when  the  fee  simple  title  and  theright  of  occupancy 
become  united  in  the  United  Statei>,  its  whole  title  and  right  of  posses- 
sion passes  to  the  State  by  virtue  of  the  previous  grant  thereto.  This 
seems  plain  enough.  So,  under  the  fifth  clause  of  the  compact,  I  can 
understand  when  the  United  States  receives  any  net  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  public  lands  in  Kansas,  that  State  is  entitled  to  be  paid  five  per 
cent  thereon.  But  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  for  the  United  States 
to  make  such  payment  until  it  has  made  a  sale  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
which  it  has  the  authority  of  law  to  make  such  payment. 

That  the  sale  in  this  case  is  such  a  sale  as  was  contemplated  by  the 
Kansas  compact  I  do  not  believe.  And  if  I  did  believe  it,  the  language 
of  the  supreme  court,  in  what  are  known  as  the  Five  Per  Cent  cases 
(110  U.  S.,  471),  would  make  me  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  belief. 
In  those  cases  petitions  were  filed,  in  that  court,  by  each  of  the  States 
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of  Iowa  and  Illinois,  praying  for  a  writ  of  mandaoius  against  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  compel  him  to  state  an  accoant 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State,  ascertaining  the  sum  of  money 
due  the  latter  under  a  similar  provision  as  here,  allowing  '^five  per  cent 
of  the  net  proceeds  ^'  of  lands  lying  in  the  State  and  *'  sold  by  Congress," 
and  requiring  him  to  include  in  said  account  five  per  cent  of  the  value, 
computed  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  of  lauds  taken 
up  in  said  Sfate  under  United  States  military  bounty  land  warrants. 

The  supreme  court  refused  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  claim,  on 
the  ground  that  there  had  been  no  sale  of  such  lands  by  the  government 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes  relied  upon,  which  are  almost  iden* 
tical  in  language  with  that  of  the  Kansas  compact. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court  it  is  said  : 

When  each  of  these  acts  speaks  of  lands  *sold  by  Congress' '  five  per 
cent  of  the  net  proceeds'  of  which  shall  be  reserved,  and  be  ' disbursed ' 
or  'appropriated'  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  in  which  the  land  lies,  it 
evidently  has  in  view  sales  in  the  ordinary  sense,  from  which  the  United 
States  receive  proceeds,  in  the  shape  of  nione>  payable  into  the  treas- 
ury, out  of  which  the  five  per  cent  may  be  reserved  and  paid  to  the 
State;  and  does  not  intend  to  include  lands  promised  and  granted  by 
the  United  States  as  a  reward  for  military  service,  for  which  nothing  is 
received  into  the  Treasury.  The  question  depends  upon  the  terms  in 
which  the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  each  State  is  ex- 
pressed, and  not  upon  any  supposed  equity,  extending  those  terms  to 
cases  not  fairly  embraced  within  their  meaning. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  reasoning  of  the  court  covers  the  case  under 
consideration.  That  tribunal,  construing  compacts  similar  in  language, 
holds  that  the  only  sales  contemplated  thereby  are  such  as  would  give 
the  United  States  money  ^^out  of  which  the  Jive  per  cent  may  he  reserved 
and  paid  to  the  State. "  Is  that  the  case  in  regard  to  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion !  They  are  ceded  to  the  government  to  be  sold ;  and,  after  deduct- 
ing expenses  of  survey  and  sale,  the  proceeds  are  to  be  deposited  in 
the  treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  The  United  States  would 
violate  its  trust,  if  it  were  to  touch  one  dollar  of  said  funds,  save  for 
the  purpose  to  which  they  are  dedicated ;  for  it  is  evident  that  neither 
the  government,  nor  the  Indians  contemplated,  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion, that  the  proceeds  of  their  lands  were  to  be  reduced  by  the  dona- 
tion of  five  per  cent  thereof  to  Kansas,  of  which  State  the  latter  were 
entirely  independent,  owing  to  it  no  political  or  other  allegiance. 

The  United  States  having  no  power  to  reserve  from  said  funds  and 
pay  to  the  State  five  per  cent,  in  the  view  that  there  was  no  such  sale 
of  the  lands  as  was  contemplated  by  the  act  of  admission,  it  follows 
that  the  present  claim  of  the  State  should  not  be  certified  to  the  Treasury 
officials. 

In  additiou  to  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  added  that  as  to  the 
Osage  lands,  the  percentage  on  the  sale  of  which  constitutes  the  greater 
part  of  the  present  claim,  their  status  was  judicially  determined  by  the 
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supreme  court  in  the  case  of  the  L.,  L.  &  G.  B.  B.  Co.  v.  United  States 
(92  U.  S.,  733.) 

There  a  grant  was  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Kansas 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  After 
the  cession  of  the  Osage  lands  to  the  United  States,  the  railroad  was 
definitely  located  through  them,  and  no  patents  being  required,  the  odd 
numbered  sections  within  the  granted  limits  were  certified  to  the  State 
for  the  use  of  the  said  road.  Subsequently,  suit  was  brought  by  the 
United  States  against  said  company  to  recover  the  title  to  said  lands, 
and  the  supreme  court  held,  that  the  status  of  the  Osage  lands  was 
such  that  they  did  not  pass  by  a  grant  which  only  took  effect  on  public 
lands.  The  legal  status  of  these  lands  having  been  thus  determined  by 
the  highest  court  to  be  such  as  would  not  pass  under  a  grant  of  public 
lands,  I  would  be  assuming  an  undue  responsibility  were  I  to  decide 
that  the  same  lands  are  public  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  by 
implication  the  five  per  cent  grant  in  the  present  case.  This  I  decline 
to  do. 

In  arriving  at  the  conclusion  before  stated,  I  am  relieved  to  know 
that,  if  the  agents  of  the  State  of  Kansas  are  not  satisfied  of  its  correct- 
ness, they  can  follow  the  example  of  the  agents  of  the  States  of  Iowa 
and  Illinois  in  the  Five  Per  Gent  cases,  and  apply  for  a  mandamus.  By 
this  means  the  questions  involved  will,  by  an  almost  summary  method, 
be  brought  before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  land,  and  to  whose  decree  all  will  bow  with  cheerfal  ac- 
quiescence. But,  until  such  authoritative  construction  of  the  law  in 
their  favor,  I  must  decline  to  approve  of  this  claim,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised. 

2278  DEC 46 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Abandonment* 

Absence  caused « by  Judicial  compulsion 

does  not  constitute 6 

Shown  by  conc^r^ent  act  and  intent 179 

Not  presumed  from  absences  following 
entry,  when  a  period  of  residence  longer 
than  that  required  by  law  had  preceded  the 
entry 238 

Accounts* 

Finally  dosed  by  rejection  of  claim  and 
the  employment  of  another  party  to  perform 
the  work 17 

Distinction  made  as  between  the  "settle- 
ment "  and  ' '  compromise  "  of  claim 240 

Full  authority  in  Department  to  ascertain 
and  determine  amounts  due  the  G-OTem- 
ment 240 

Manner  of  keeping,  for  reducing  testi- 
mony to  writing  and  clerical  services  in 
contest  cases.  Circularof  November  0,1886.  245 

Costs  of  registration  in  giving  notice 204 

In  case  of  contest  fees,  officers'  fees,  &c. 
Circular  of  August  18,  1886 568 

Fees  and  commissions,  contest  t^es^  &o., 
how  charged  and  disposed  of.  Circular  of 
March  15, 1887 577 

The  validity  of  all  claims  should  be  ascer- 
tained regardless  of  apparent  former  legis- 
lative and  executive  construction 712 

The  appropriation  of  money  by  special 
acts  of  Congress  for  the  payment  of  partic- 
ular claims  is  not  an  admission  that  the 
government  recognizes  its  liability  for  the 
amount  of  such  claims,  or  other  claims  of 
like  character 712 

Affidavit* 

See  ConUst,  Svidtnee,  Practtee. 

Airricultural  Colleire  JLand»* 

Claims  for,  a<^usted  at  maximum  rates 
within  limits  of  railroad  grant 243 

Alien* 

See  Oont—i, 

Alienation* 

After  final  entry  not  prohibited 170, 

318, 608, 701 

Purchaser  after  final  entry,  but  before 
patent^  takes  only  an  equity,  and  is  charged 

with  notice  of  all  defects  in  the  title 52, 442 

*  Assignee  after  final  entry  entitled  to  d^ 
fend 22.170,276,589,603 


Amendment. 

See  Applica^n,  Entry,  Filintj,  Practice. 

Appeal* 

See  Practice. 

Application* 

To  enter,  dec,  must  show  residence  and 
post-office  address.  Circular  of  October  25, 
1886 198 

For  public  land,  may  be  withdrawn  at 
any  time 222 

When  filed,  name  of  applicant  to  be  noted 
thereon 198 

On  behalf  of  minor  heirs 222 

Not  invalidated  because  received  out  of 
office  hours 694 

To  enter  accompanying  a  relinquishment 
takes  the  land  as  against  a  settler  on  the 
land 149 

Accompanied  by  relinquishment  should 
be  received  sul^eot  to  adverse  claims 451 

To  enter  reserves  the  land  covered  there- 
by   422 

To  amend  an  entry  reserves  the  land 149 

May  not  be  amended  to  include  land  not 
intended  to  have  been  covered  by  the  orig- 
inal application  648 

To  enter  filed  by  timber-culture  contest- 
ant may  be  amended  at  the  heating 211 

To  make  desert  entry,  accompanied  by 
the  purchase-money,  segregates  the  land..  694 

A  pproximation* 

See  Entry. 

Attorney* 

Regulations  as  to  recognition  of.  Circular 
of  1886 837 

Begulatldns  aftecting  the  practice  in  the 
local  offices.  Circolar  of  March  19,  1887 508 

Rules  as  to,  established  in  the  courts  fol- 
lowed so  fkr  as  practicable  in  the  Depart- 
ment  400 

In  good  standing  may  examine  reoords, 
&c 340 

Authority  of,  presumed  from  appear- 
ance   842,400 

Right  of,  to  examine  record  preliminary 
to  actual  appearance 400 

Must  file  oath  of  office 840 

Address  of,  and  name  of,  party  repre- 
sented must  be  stated 340 
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Power  of,  properly  revoked  on  withdrawal 
of  claim 222 

Right  of,  to  examine  papers  upon  which 
action  baa  been  taken 400 

Circular  requirement  of  July  31,  1885,  in 
appearance  for  alleged  fraudulent  entrymen 
not  applicable  in  practice  before  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  or  the  Department 340 

Certification. 

See  Patent. 

Certiorari. 

Will  lie  to  review  an  order  for  a  hearing .  174 

la  not  a  writ  of  right,  but  will  issue  on  a 
prima  facie  showing  of  injustice 205 

Not  granted  where  the  right  of  appi^al  is 
lost  through  failure  to  file  in  time 235 

Treated  as  an  appeal 392 

Lies  to  review  improper  exereise  of  dis* 
cretion 410 

Application  for,  should  be  accompanied 
by  copy  of  the  decision  complained  of 588 

Application  for,  may  be  made  when  the 
Commissioner  decides  that  the  right  of  ap- 
peal does  not  exist 671 

Circulars. 

See  Tabtee,  page  xiv. 

Effect  of,  issued  under  authority  of  law . .  133 
Intended  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  law 
and  general  rules  of  practice 671 

Claims. 

See  AecounU. 

Coal  Land. 

Proof  as  to  character  of  land  must  show 
the  actual  production  of  mineral 126 

Proof  that  adjoining  lands  have  produced 
coal  not  sufficient 126 

Proximity  to  a  city  does  not  affect  claim .  126 

Each  member  of  the  association  must 
show  qualification 224 

Entry  of,  disallowed  as  inconsistent  with 
original  claim 224 

Commissioner  of  tiie  General 
JLand  Ofilce. 

See  Land  DepartmenL 

Commutation. 

SeeH^om0«(0ad,  Final  proof. 

Contest. 

See  PraeUce, 

Generally. 

The  government  is  a  party  in  interest. 372, 394 

Second  may  be  received,  but  should  be  held 
for  disposition  of  pending. .  .231, 262, 350, 435, 451 

Right  to  proceed  with  second  exists  only 
on  final  disposition  of  first 435 

Affidavit  of,  is  in  the  nature  of  an  infor- 
mation, and  when  accepted,  notice  issued, 
and  service  made,  Jurisdiction  is  acquired. .  657 
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Affidavit  of^  not  invalidated  by  omission 
of  venue 12 

If  Jurisdiction  is  lawfully  aoquiredf  it  can- 
not be  divested  by  the  subsequent  act  of 
che  contestant,  whereby  (he  |becomes  dis- 
qualified to  enter  the  land  under  the  appli- 
cation filed  with  hisoonteat 6^ 

Jurisdiction  not  affected  by  want  of  for- 
mality in  affidavit  of  contest 657 

Hay  be  attacked  for  fraud 356, 387 

Objections  to  the  affidavit  of,  can  only  be 
raised  at  the  hearing 65T 

The  defendant  only  can  object  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  charge 639 

Though  improperly  received,  may  proceed 
in  the  absence  of  prior  adverse  right.  435. 446, 451 

Avoided  by  mutual  concessions 1 19 

Not  abated  on  withdrawal  of  contest- 
ant  40,385 

On  the  charge  of  abandonment,  following 
suit  as  to  priority  of  right 14$^ 

Several,  by  same  party  indicative  of  speoa- 
lative  intent 358,3^7 

Should  not  be  dismissed  if  prima  facie 
case  is  made  oat 3 

Entrj'man  must  comply  with  the  law  dnr- 
ing  the  pendency  of 104 

The  government  may,  while  dismissing 
the,  institute  proceedings  on  its  own|motion    5$ 

Not  allowed  to  the  holder  of  a  relinqniah- 
ment r. 

Initiation  of,  a  waiver[of  pending  appeal.  34^ 

Initiation. of,  and  withdrawaUbefore  trial 
indicates  bad  faith 353 

Desert  Land. 

Should  be  noted  on  txnct-book ^5 

Homestead. 

On  the  charges  of  abandonment,  sale,  and 
relinquishment     not    premature,    llioagh 

within  less  than  six  months  after  entry 262 

May  be  instituted  by  alien 25» 

Allowed  against,  seven  years  after  entry, 
in  the  absence  of  final  proof 331> 

Pre-emption. 

Pre-emption  claim,  if  put  in  issue,  may 
be  canceled  before  final  proof  is  offered 260 

Should  not  be  allowed  against  a  pre-emp- 
tion claim  before  offer  to  make  final  proof . .  176 

Swamp  Land. 

.     Selection,  sul^ect  to 31 

Timber  Culture. 

Offer  to  sell  land,  no  ground  for 313 

Within  the  terms  of  the  circular  issoed  on 
the  ruling  in  the  Bundy  case,  and  subse- 
quently held  void  from  inception  no  bar  to  :'3? 

second 231 

On  initiation  of,  tender  of  entry  fees  sad 
commissions  (with  application  to  enter)  not 
required 6Si 
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The  right  of,  Against  a  timber'cultare  en- 
try may  be  exercised  by  an  applicant  for  the 
land  under  the  pre-emption  law 591 

Kight  of,  not  defeated  by  defective  appli- 
cation to  enter  when  an  ofifer  to  amend  at  the 
hearing  was  made 211 

Must  be  against  the  heirs  of  the  deceased 
entryman 308 

Keating  on  specific  charge  as  to  one  year 
does  not  inolade  previous  years 320 

Contestant. 

Mast  act  in  good  faith 358 

Motive  of,  in  attacking  entry  not  material 
to  defense 296 

Qaaliflcations  of,  to  enter  not  considered 
in  contest  against  homestead  entry 250, 296 

Withdrawal  of,  on  appeal  will  not  pre- 
vent action  of  the  Department  on  the  evi- 
dence   40,385 

PREFERENCE  RiGHT. 

The  thirty  days  begins  from  the  receipt  of 
notice  of  cancellation 183 

Not  defeated  becaase  the  entry  was  can- 
celed on  record  evidence  403 

Is  accorded  the  soccessf  ol  contestant  of  a 
desert-land  entry 694,708 

Death  of  contestant  terminates  right  ac- 
qaired  by  contest 308 

Not  acquired  throagh  salt  brought  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  the  right  of  contest 358 

Not  asserted  within  statutory  period  is  a 
waiver  of  rights  gained  by  contest 115 

Not  dependent  upon  intention  to  nse  the 
same  when  bringing  suit 358 

Kestrioted  to  the  rights  gained  by  contest .  248 

2i(tay  be  secured  through  contest  against 
a  homestead  entry  by  alien  if  qualified  when 
the  entry  is  canceled 269 

If  sold  may  be  filed  without  specific  au- 
thority therefor  from  the  contestant 293 

If  relinquished  the  land  is  open  to  first 
legal  application  after  cancellation 293 

Waived  by  withdrawal  of  conteat 451 

Failure  to  assert  within  statutory  period 
is  a  waiver  of  all  rights  gained  by  contest. .  115 

Continuance. 

See  Praetiee. 

Costs. 

See  Aeeountt^  Practiee. 

Cultivation. 

See  HomMtead, 

Deposition. 

See  Evidence, 

Desert  Land. 

See  Entry,  Final  proof. 

Circular  regulations,  June  27. 1887 708 

Entry  in  good  faith  may  include  some  non- 
irrigable  land  481 
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Entry  of,  may  not  embrace  timber  land.  595 

If  taken  under  the  homestead  law  com- 
pliance with  its  terms  must  be  shown 296 

Right  to  take  before  survey  and  efibct  of.  527 

Assignments  before  final  proof  recognized 
prior  to  April  15,1880 21,595 

One  person  cannot  take  more  than  640 
acres,  either  as  entryman  or  assignee...  19, ^1, 

167, 595 

Patent  will  issue  to  entryman  though  as- 
signment is  recognized 167 

Assignment  of  entry  made  under  the 
former  rulings  of  the  Department  recog- 
nized  167,595 

Donation. 

Children  not  entitled  under  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  July  17,  1854,  if  either  or 
both  parents  have  received  a 427 

Entry. 

See  Alienation,  Applieatio7^,  Reservation. 

Generally. 

Effect  of  lawful  appropriation 38, 119 

Though  voidable,  segregates  the  land 115 

Amendment  of,  allowed  to  rectify  er- 
ror  534,583 

Application  to  amend  reserves  the  land 
applied  for 149 

Defect  in,  voidable,  maybe  cured  prior  to 
the  intervention  of  adverse  claim 248, 392 

Application  for  amendment  of,  based  on 
the  ground  that  the  desired  tract  was  not 
subject  to  appropriation  at  date  of  original 
application,  not  granted 534 

Application  for  amendment  of,  does  not 
excuse  failure  to  comply  with  the  law 349 

Papers  pertaining  to,  belong  to  the  per- 
manent files  of  the  General  Land  Office....  258 

Exception  to  the  rule  requiring  approxi- 
mation in  acreage  made  in  case  of  settlement 
before  survey  with  valuable  improvements 
on  each  subdivision 295, 298 

Aiiproximation  required  though  the  land 
had  passed  to  a  purchaser  for  a  valuable 
consideration 154 

Rule  requiring  approximation  waived  in 
case  of  settlement  before  survey  with  valu- 
able improvements  on  each  subdivision,  and 
non-cultivable  land  falling  within  the  claim 
on  survey 631 

Whether  fraudulent  or  speculative  not  de- 
termined by  a  fixed  rule 313 

The  government  deals  only  with  the  rights 
of  the  entryman 52,276,589 

Status  of  land  released  fhim,  within  reser- 
vation fora  public  purpose 49 

Should  not  be  allowed  for  land  covered  by 
railroad  selection 396 

Allowed  for  tracts  Ijring  upon  the  oppo- 
site sides  of  a  meandered  stream 641 

Not  canceled  without  a  hearing 313 

Should  not  be  canceled  on  special  agent's 
report 170 
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Xot  canceled  except  on  conclusive  evi- 
dence    318 

Authority  of  General  Land  Office  to  can- 
cel a  fraadiilent —  442 

Allowed  in  accordance  with  Departmental 
ruliD£s  will  not  be  canceled 261, 292 

Voidable,  that  conflicts  with  prior  rights 
may  be  set  aside 377 

Canceled  portion  of,  reinstated  in  the  ab- 
sence of  adverse  claims 333 

On  land  returned  as  swamp.  Circular  of 
December  13,  1886, 279 

Desert  Land. 

Should  be  posted  on  tract-book  in  General 
Land  Office 505 

But  one  declaration  of  intention  to  make 
entry  allowed 414 

Statutory  requirements  as  to  compact- 
ness must  be  followed  rather  than  Depart- 
mental regulations 429 

Rule  as  to  compactness  not  rigid 4 

In  determining  compactness  the  relation 
of  the  land  to  a4Jacent  tracts  may  be  con- 
sidered  .....4,642 

Circular  regulations  with  respect  to  com- 
pactness modified 429 

Homestead. 

Toidable,  for  illegality  in  preliminary  af- 
fidavit   115,248 

Voidable  when  preliminary  affidavit  is 
made  before  clerk  of  court  in  adjoining 
county 394 

Not  prevented  by  abandoned  townsite 
settlement 180 

Soldiers'  additional,  made  through  an 
agent  under  authorized  practice,  a  valid  ap- 
propriation   289 

Pre-emption. 

Joint  allowed,  in  case  of  conflicting  settle- 
ment rights  indicated  prior  to  survey 605 

Timber  Culture. 

Segregates  the  land  covered  thereby 173 

Bight  of,  in  the  heirs  where  the  applicant 
dies  before  the  status  of  the  land  is  deter- 
mined  422 

For  the  heirs  may  be  made  by  one  of  them 
without  power  of  attorney  from  the  others.  422 

The  term  '*  homestead  laws  "  in  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  June  14, 1878.  is  used  in 
a  generic  sense  and  will  embrace  the  pre- 
emption law 591 

The  second  allowed  to  stand,  the  first  be- 
ing prima  facU  invalid 173 

Not  allowed  for  land  made  "devoid  of  tim- 
ber '  by  the  removal  of  a  natural  growth ...  303 

But  one  allowed  in  a  section 173 

Allowed  subject  to  the  alleged  priority  of 
pre-emptor 173 

Equitable  Adjudication* 

Board  of,  may  confirm  mineral  entry  un- 
der sect  ion  2457,  Revised  Statutes 513 
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Evidence. 

Must  follow  the  charge' as  laid,  in  the  no-^^ 
tice 177,299,329 

Belevancy  of,  can  only  be  questioned  by 
the  defendant 639 

Admissibility  of,  dependent  upon  the 
charge  under  investigation 299 

Admissible  as  to  acta  done  before  notic« 
of  contest  was  received 290,315 

Not  admissible  as  to  acts  performed  after 
the  initiation  of  contest 351 

Of  offer  to  sell  the  land  admissible  under 
a  charge  of  fraudulent  entry 313 

Unauthenticated  copy  of  a  proc^  verbal 
not  admissible  as 570 

Of  interested  party  to  be  taken  most 
strongly  against  him 52 

In  proceeding  against  an  entry  the  bur- 
den of  proof  is  upon  the  government..!,  22, 58, 

170, 370 

Rule  as  to  burden  of  proof  not  changed 
by  the  circular  of  July  31,  .1885 370 

On  prima  facie  case  made,  the  burden  of 
proof  shifts  to  the  defense 363 

Burden  of  proof  on  the  party  attacking 
returns  of  surveyor-general 279 

Taken  before  a  commissioner  must  be 
sealed  up  and  transmitted  by  mail  or  ex- 
press  1. 362 

Order  for  taking,  should  be  made  of  record  212 

Depositions  retained  by  attorney  before 
filing  will  not  be  considered 362 

Affidavit  not  admissible  aa 590 

Affidavits  filed  aft«r  case  is  closed  in  the 

s 

local  office  not  considered  except  on  motion 
for  rehearing 425 

The  report  of  a  special  agent  is  not..l,  22, 170 

As  to  motive  of  contestant  in  attacking 
an  entry  not  material 296 

Testimony  of  witness  who  refused  to  sub* 
mit  to  proper  cross-examination  should  not 
be  considered 599 

The  decision  of  a  State  court  ia  accepted 
in  the  Department  as  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States 158 

The  Judicial  records  of  a  State,  bow  estab- 
lished  , 158 

Fees. 

See  Account*. 

To  surveyors-general  for  certified  copies, 
&.C 190 

For  reducing  testimony  to  writing  and 
clerical  services  in  contest 245, 569, 577 

To  be  turned  into  the  Treasury 569, 577 

For  notice  of  cancellation  to  be  paid  to  the 
receiver 569,577 

For  plats  and  diagrams »  577 

Not  to  be  charged  for  the  examination  and 
approval  of  testimony  given  before  Judge 
or  clerk  of  court  except  in  final  homMtead 
cases 577 

Filini:. 

See  Application,  Entry,  Settlement. 
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Cannot  be  made  before  survey 274 

Protects  the  pre-emptor  from  the  subse- 
qnent  claim  of  another 249, 473, 632 

Without  settlement  is  not  protected 188 

WithoQt  settlement  indicative  of  bad  faith  289 

Failare  to  file  declaratory  statement  will 
not  defeat  right  of  parohase  In  the  absence 
of  adverse  claim 632 

Failare  to  make  does  not  warrant  the 
presumption  that  the  settlement  was  not 
lawful 650 

And  abandonment  of  soldier's  declaratory 
statement  exhaasts  the  homestead  right. . .  133 

On  Osage  land  exhaasts  right  ander  the 
pre-emption  law .- 537 

For  alleged  swamp  land.  Circolar  of  De- 
cember 13,1886 279 

Name  of  applicant  shonld  be  noted  on  the 
declaration 198 

Not  received  for  entered  land  without 
hearing '. 526 

Second  for  same  tract  not  allowed 413 

Second  may  be  allowed  if  the  first  failed 
on  account  of  a  prior  adverse  claim 643 

Amendment  of,  must  be  governed  by  the 
original  intention  of  the  settler 613 

Will  be  canceled  where  claim  under  is  un- 
successfully set  up  to  defeat  the  final  proof 
of  anotht^r 260 

Final  Proof. 

Generally. 

To  be  submitted  on  the  new  blank  forms. 
Circular  of  November  2, 1886 220 

Rules  to  be  observed.  Circular  of  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1887 426 

Though  technically  complete,  not  always 
received 52 

Adverse  claimants  must  appear  on  notice 
of 216 

Careful  examination  of  witnesses  re- 
quired  220 

Witnesses  and  claimants  to  be  cross-ex- 
amined    178 

Must  be  submitted  on  the  day  named  in 
the  notice 348,361 

To  be  transmitted  at  once  to  the  local 
office  when  taken  elsewhere 220 

Should  receive  special  scrutiny  when 
made  within  the  shortest  possible  period. . .  848 

Testimony  of  claimant  and  witnesses 
must  be  taken  before  the  same  officer 361 

Posting  in  the  register's  office  an  essen- 
tial  399 

Publication  of  notice  must  be  made  In  pa- 
per nearest  the  land 503 

Accepted  after  new  publication  of  notice 
and  corroboratory  affidavits 503 

Based  on  evidence  of  witnesses  not  named 
in  the  notice  is  invalid 848,608 

Bejection  of,  by  the  General  Land  Office 
final  in  the  absence  of  appeal  or  motion  for 
review 421 

Decision  on,  must  be  rendered  if  the  claim, 
ant  refuses  to  submit  additional ^    ^g 


Page. 
Element  of  weakness  in  that  the  witnesses 

do  not  live  near  the  land 448 

Good  faith  an  essential  in  all  cases 207 

On  offer  of,  for  land  covered  by  railroad 

selection,  special  citation  should  issue 396 

Offered  pending  suspension  of  township 

plat 540 

In  pre-emption  homestead  cases  may  be 
taken  in  Dakota  before  clerks  of  court  where 

no  court  is  held 458 

New,  allowed  in  the  absence  of  bad  faith 
where  the  first  is  not  altogether  satisfac- 
tory  215 

Act«  done  on  land  prior  to  entry  consid- 
ered as  indicative  of  good  faith 238 

Commutation. 

See  B$9idence. 

Must  be  such  as  is  required  under  the 
pre-emption  law 675 

Sufficiency  of,  must  be  determined  by  the 
local  officers  before  transmittal  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office 610 

Offering  within  shortest  possible  period 
not  in  itself  a  suspicions  circumstance 207 

On  rejection  of,  no  ft'aad  appearing,  new 
proof  may  be  submitted  within  the  lifetime 
of  the  entry 608 

Of  deceased  entryman  approved  though 
the  residence  was  not  fully  satisfactory 215 

Desert  Land. 

The  actual  irrigation  of  the  whole  tract 
must  appear 120, 151 

Should  show  a  permanent  supply  of  water 
sufficient  to  effect  irrigation 151, 120 

Proof  of  crops  raised  treated  as  supple- 
menting proof  of  irrigation 151 

Reclamation  may  be  established  without 
showing  crops 120,151 

Not  required  to  show  irrigation  of  rocky 
and  hilly  portion  of  the  land 481 

Of  claimant  not  made  by  attorney  in 
fact 19 

Homestead. 

Under  the  acts  of  March  3  and  July  1, 
1879,  as  amended  May  6.  1886 124 

Failure  of  a  railroad  company,  claiming 
under  indemnity  withdrawal  prior  to  selec- 
tion, to  appear  and  assert  claim  is  conclu- 
sive  407,586,658 

Notice  of  intention  to  make,  i«  an  invita- 
tion to  all  parties  to  appear  and  show  cause 
why  the  entry  should  not  be  allowed . . . .  407, 586 

Pre-emption. 

Without  payment  not  accepted 220, 221 

Shonld  not  be  submitted  pending  contest.  176 
Not  invalidated  by  intention  to  mortgage 
the  land,  on  receipt  of  final  certificate,  to 

secure  the  purchase  money  701 

Time  for  proof  and  payment  on  nnoffered 
land  fixed  by  the  actd  of  July  14, 1870,  and 
March  3,  1871 529,553 


728 


INDEX. 


Page. 

No  penalty,  in  the  absence  of  intervening 
settlement,  for  failure  to  make  proof  and 
payment  for  nnoffered  land  within  the  stat- 
utory period  440 

And  payment  for  offered  land  may  be 
accepted,  though  made  more  than  one  year 
after  settlement 473 

Timber  Culture. 

The  general  circular  of  March  1,  1884,  con- 
tinues in  force  the  provisions  of  the  circu- 
lar of  1882 2«i 

Proof  under  any  of  the  acts  must  be  spe- 
ciflo 233 

Fraud. 

Charge  of.  will  not  be  disregarded 180 

Effect  of,  in  the  procurement  of  final  abju- 
dication     31 

Hearing. 

See  Praetioe. 

Homestead. 

See  EfUty^  FiruU  Proof,  Besidenee,  SeUUment 

Generality. 

But  one  entry  allowed 124,133 

Limited  to  unappropriated  public  land. . .  172 

If  the  land  is  subject  to,  and  the  appli- 
cant is  qualified  the  only  question  thereafter 
is  compliance  with  the  law 106 

Not  allowetl  where  settlement  could  only 
be  effected  by  forcible  intrusion 877 

Equitable  title  acquired  bjr  residence  and 
cultivation 105 

Entry  of  single  woman  not  affected  by 
marriage  before  final  proof 196 

The  right  of  a  widow  to  make  entry  recog- 
nized, though  holding  land  covered  by  the 
entry  of  her  husband  on  which  final  proof 
has  not  been  made 184 

Right  cannot  be  maintained  while  holding 
under  pre-emption  claim 403 

A  tract  "cornering"  upon  another  is  not 
"contiguous"  thereto  within  the  meaning 
of  section  2289,  B.  S 683 

Claimant  that  alleges  residence  before  re- 
quired, must  show  the  same 440 

General  requirements  of  the  law  not 
waived  by  the  act  of  May  14, 1880 172 

Claim  secured  through  concessions  made 
aconfiicting  settler 119 

Entry  does  not  authorize  general  disposi- 
tion of  timber 380 

Not  allowed  where  the  evident  purpose 
was  to  wrongfully  secure  the  improvements 
of  another 377 

Terms  of  the  law  must  be  complied  with 
though  the  entry  may  be  of  land  requiring 
irrigation 296 

Claim  of  one  that  fails  in  residence  will 
not  defeat  a  pre-eraptor  that  has  not  filed..  188 

Additional  entry  under  the  acts  of  1879,  as 
amended  May  6,  1886.  Circular  of  July  26, 
1886 128 
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"  Boxing  "  pine  trees  not  cultivation  under 
homestead  law 380 

Act  of  June  15, 1880. 

Bemedlal,  and  construed  liberally 10 

No  restrictions  on  purchase  under,  except 
those  applicable  to  ordinary  cash  entiy 535 

No  right  of  purchase  in  transferee  who  be- 
came such  after  passage  of  the  act II 

Contract  of  sale  prior  to  purchase  does  not 
effect  rights  under 535 

Purchase  not  permissible  pending  inter- 
vening contest 229 

Eight  of  purchase  suapended  by  interven- 
ing contest 188,606 

Purchase  defeated  by  order  of  cancella- 
tion following  successful  contest 606 

Bight  of  purchase  not  defeated  by  cancel- 
lation of  entry 333 

Purchase  idlowed  after  cancellation  of 
entry 529 

Bight  of  purchase  as  a  subsisting  claim  to 
the  land 529 

Widow  of  entryman  may  purchase 333 

Extends  to  an  entry  where  the  original 
affidavit  was  illegally  made 115 

Where  the  entry  was  void  at  inception..  116 

AppUcation  under,  may  be  entertained  for 
land  patented  on  entry  within  the  terms  of 
the  act  on  surrender  of  the  patent 301 

Does  not  authorize  the  purchase  of  land 
entered  by  mistake 105 

Application  under,  inconsistent  with  the 
claim  of  due  compliance  with  the  homestead 
law ;.  229 

Not  dependent  upon  compliance  witii  or 
qualifications  under  the  homestead  law 535 

Purchase  under  this  act  not  the  equiva- 
lent to  residence  and  cultivation 10 

Bight  to  purchase  not  dependent  upon 
residence  or  occupancy 333 

Adjoining  Farm. 

The  right  to  make  does  not  relate  back  to 
the  date  of  settlement  under  the  original 
entry 172 

The  right  to  make  not  modified  by  the  act 
ofMay  14,  1880 172 

Not  allowed  to  one  that  has  had  the  benefit 
of  the  general  law 124 

Commutation. 

Homestead  right  lost  through  failure  of 
commutation  entry 392 

Bight  of,  not  defeated  by  failure  to  estab- 
lish residence  within  the  required  period  in 
the  absence  of  an  intervening  adverse  claim .  675 

As  effected  by  the  act  of  May  14,  1 880 ... .    94 

Soldier's  Additional. 

Extent  of  additional  entry  determined  by 
the  difference  between  the  original  entry 
and  160  acres 10 

Besidence  and  cultivation  required  under 
location  where  the  original  entry  was  can- 
celed for  failure  to  make  fi  nal  proof 10 
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Entry  for  minor  heirs  allowed  to  Rtand   .^ 
though  the  application  did  |not  contain  the 
names  of  all  the  minors 222 

Certificate  issued  to  widow  may  properly 
reqaire  her  to  show  that  she  has  not  remar- 
ried    264 

Keoognized  when  made  through  an  agent 
in  conformity  with  practice 289 

Soldier's  Declaratory  Statemext. 

See  Filing, 

Entry,  settlement  and  imptorement  mast 
follow  the  filing  within  six  months 353 

Circular  requirements  of  December  16, 
1882,  concerning  soldier's  declaratory  state- 
ment, discussed 188 

Right  exhausted  by  the  filing  and  aban- 
donment of  a  soldier's  declaratory  statement  133 

Improvements* 

See  Settlmnent 

Indemnity. 

See  Private  daim,  ItaUroad  grant,  School 
land,  Swamp  land. 

Indian  I/ands. 

See  Re$§rvation^  States,  and  Territorie». 

Treaty  of  April  29,  1868 343 

The  Department  has  no  authority  to  dis- 
pose of  lands  acquired  fh>m  the  Mille  Lac 
Indians  by  the  treaty  of  1864.  (March  20, 
1865) 102,541 

The  words  "on  the  White  Earth  reserva- 
tion "  in  the  act  of  July  4, 1884,  not  consist- 
ent with  the  otherwise  clearly  expressed 
Intention  of  said  act 541 

Acquired  from  certain  Chippewa  bands 
by  treaty  of  March  20,  1866,  withheld  from 
sale  by  act  of  July  4, 1884 541 

Disposition  of,  under  treaty  not  effective 
prior  to  the  action  of  Congress 138 

Title  to,  extinguished  under  second  sec- 
tion of  the  grant  to  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific  138,343 

When  the  ratification  of  treaty  concerning, 
relates  back 140 

Clain^.  of  Turtle  Mountain  Indians  in- 
definite   567 

On  entry  of  land  within  the  former  Omaha 
reservation  the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  one 
year  within  which  to  make  his  first  pay- 
ment  708 

The  allotment  act  of  1887  recognizes  the 
right  of  additional  allotment  to  aggregate 
the  amount  named  in  said  act 520 

Patents  for,  as  affected  by  the  act  of  1887.  520 

The  allotment  act  of  1887  to  be  carried  into 
effect  under  executive  direction 520 

Allotments  may  be  made  by  the  regular 
agent  in  charge,  or  by  special  agents 520 

Allotments  of,  constitute  an  appropriation 
of  the  land 811 

Allotment  recognized  at  Fort  Custer. .        o26 
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Osage  trust  lands,  circular  regulations  of 
April  26, 1887,  with  respect  to  entry  of 581 

General  pre-emption  laws  not  applicable 
to  Osage  entry 303,637 

In  entry  of  Osage,  under  the  act  of  May 
28, 1880,  the  oath  required  of  a  pre-emptor  is 
not  applicable 308.537 

Application  for  Osage,  must  be  a  settler 
with  the  qualifications  of  a  pre-emptor.  303,442, 

637 

Effect  of  contract  to  sell  after  entry  of 
Osage 303 

Purchase  by  filing  on  Osage  land  un- 
der the  act  of  May  28,  1880,  is  the  exercise 
of  a  pre-emptive  right 537 

Instructions  and  Circulars. 

See  Tables  of,  page  xiv. 

Jurisdiction.         .  . 

See  Contest,  Evidence,  Private  Claim. 

Is  confined  to  the  matters  in  issue 613 

Being  apparent,  the  Judgment  is  not  sub- 
ject to  collateral  attack 283 

Presumed  in  courts  where  it  is  general. . .  158 

Presumption  as  to  correct  exercise  of,  in 
courts  of  limited  authority,  when  once 
shown 283,320,570 

Of  State  courts  considered 158 

Of  district  courts  in  Louisiana  in  the  mat- 
ter of  probate  and  succession 158 

Xot  granted  to  United  States  courts  to 
stay  proceedings  in  StHte  courts 481 

A  claim  before  a  tribunal  without,  is  £.ot 
subjudice 415 

Of  the  Commissioner,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary,  extends  generally  to  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  disposition  of  the 
public  land 570 

Of  the  local  oflice  not  restricted  in  hear- 
ings ordered  by  the  General  Land  Office  or 
the  Department 1 

Of  the  General  Land  Office  exists  until  the 
issue  of  patent 49, 174 

Over  patented  land  restored  on  surrender 
of  patent 301 

Of  United  States  district  court  in  private 
chiims,  under  the  act  of  July  1, 1864 320 

Land  Department. 

See  Jurisdiction. 

Secretary. 

General  supervisory  authority 483 

Executive  duties  of,  defined 483 

Authority  of,  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 

the  disposition  of  public  land  or  settlement 

of  private  claims 483,570 

Authority  in  disposition  of  public  lands. .  40 
Scope  of  authority  in  settlement  of  claims 

on  account  of  timber  depredations 240 

Supervisory  powers,  how  invoked 23 

In  acts  of,  the  assent  of  the  President  is 

presumed 520 
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The  decision  of  the  Acting  Secretary  is  in 
ett'ect  tlie  act  of  the  Secretary 277 

Will  correct  errors  of  locid  office  in  proper 
case  made 43B 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office. 

Authority  of,  to  formulate  regulations. . .    25 

Action  in  passing  upon  decisions  of  local 
office  is  judicial 245 

General  authority  of  Commissioner  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  disposition  of  the  pub- 
lic lands 570 

A  decision  rendered  by  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner has  the  same  force  as  the  act  of 
the  Commissioner '. ...  504 

Register  and  Receiver. 

Decisions  of  local  office  of  no  effect  until 
passed  in  review  by  the  General  Land  Office  245 

Military  Reservation* 

See  jResercation. 

Mineral  Lands. 

See  Patent. 

Determination  as  to  character  of  final 131 

Fee  of,  indivisible 256 

Land  containing  a  mineral  spring  is  not..  190 
Xot  known  as  such,  but  sold  as  agricult- 
ural, title  passes  193 

Known  to  be  such  excepted  from  railroad 

grant 193 

Found  to  be  such  aft«r  patent  under  rail- 
road grant,  does  not  affect  the  title 193 

Settlers  upon,  without  protection 131 

Mlnini^  Claim. 

See  Patent. 

The  word  "  claim  "  discussed 199 

Local  regulations  recognized 131 

Failure  to  comply  with  local  regulations 
matter  for  protest  or  adverse  suit 131 

Preliminary  proof  for  patent  must  show 
the  claim  valid  at  application 25 

Notice  must  give  the  course  and  length  of 
a  line  connecting  the  claim  with  a  comer  of 
the  public  surveys,  or  with  a  mineral  monu- 
ment   685 

Failure  to  post  on  contiguous  mill-site  por- 
tion of  claim  excused,  and  the  entry  sent  to 
the  board  of  equitable  adjudication 513 

How  the  period  for  filing  adverse  claims 
may  be  affected  by  the  date  of  postin  g 510 

Posting  for  60  days  sufficient  if  the  same 
period  is  covered  by  publication 510 

In  giving  notice  of  application  the  re- 
quired period  of  time  must  be  covered  by 
each  form  of  notice 510 

Annual  expenditure  for  claims  held  in 
common 199 

Purpose  of  survey  and  plats 199 

Survey  of,  should  exhibit  boundaries  and 
<;onflicts 199 
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Application  for  patent  or  survey  may  em- 
brace several  contiguous  locations 108 

Appeal  not  accorded  to  protestant 93 

Allegations  of  protest  should  receive  fall 
consideration 28 

The  right  of  a  co-owner  should  be  a>«serted 
as  an  adverse  claimant 93 

Both  a  water-right  and  mill-site  claim  may 
«  be  located  on  the  same  tract  of  land 190 

Actual  use  of  land  for  mining  or  milling 
purposes  contemplated  by  section  2337,  B.  S.  190 

The  discovery  shaft  being  excluded,  the 
applicant  mil  St  show  the  (existence  of  mineral 
on  the  remainder  of  the  claim 703 

Provisions  of  circular  of  May  11, 1885,  ex- 
tended to  applications  prior  to  December  4, 
1884 468 

Mortgage. 

See  Alienation.  Practice. 

Notary  Public. 

Attestation  of,  when  authorized,  imports 
the  same  verity  as  the  attestation  of  a 
clerk  of  a  court  of  record ^6 

Certificate  showing  official  character  oC, 
should  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  court 
where  the  appointment  is  recorded,  or  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  records  containing 
such  appointment 626 

Notice. 

See  Practiee. 

Officer. 

Act  of,  when  inadvertent 202 

Kighta  of  parties  not  lost  through  faUure 
of,  to  properly  discharge  his  duty 231, 643 

Misinformation  by,  does  not  Justify  a  vi. 
elation  of  the  law 350,403 

Are  presumed  to  discharge  their  duties 
properly 514 

Patent. 

Divests  the  Department  of  all  authority 
over  the  land  or  title  thereto 483 

Relates  back  to  the  inception  of  right —     38 

For  land  not  purchased  conveys  no  title. .    96 

Right  to,  having  vested  is  equivaloit  to 
issue  of 38 

Resting  on  conclusive  adjudication  not 
disturbed 185 

Certificate  and  official  survey  form  a  part 
of 96 

I^nndary  description  in,  not  always  oon* 
elusive  as  to  identity'  of  tract 96 

Issued  t<o  correct  mistake 105 

Under  a  settlement  claim  for  land  grant- 
ed to  a  railroad  company  conveys  no  title  . .  415 

Though  fraudulently  obtained,  segregates 
the  land *. 475 

Precludes  departmental  action  under  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1876. .  .144, 205 
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To  iBBne  in  the  name  of  minor  orphan 
children  of  the  deceased  entryman  under 
the  homestead  law 222 

Suit  to  vacate  not  advised  if  the  applicant 
therefor  has  an  adeqaate  remedy  of  his 
own 141 

Suit  to  vacate  advised  for  the  protection 
of  third  parties  who  are  otherwise  without 
remedy 28 

To  fictitious  party  conveys  no  title 475 

Should  be  surrendered  for  reissue  to 
cover  larger  amount 336 

The  finding  of  facts  on  which  it  issues 
not  to  be  assailed  collaterally 193 

On  private  claim  in  California  does  not 
affect  the  ri j;hta  of  third  parties 503 

For  confirmed  private  claim  in  Florida 
issues  to  the  assignee  of  the  confirmee  on 
production  of  regular  chain  of  title 677 

For  private  claim  must  follow  confirma- 
tory act 61 

For  mineral  land  should  not  contain  res- 
ervations  193,256 

Issue  of,  for  mining  claim  conclusive  as  to 
all  facta  upon  the  existence  of  which  such 
issue  depends 28 

For  mining  claim  will  not  be  assailed  by 
the  government  on  the  allegation  that  lo* 
cal  regulations  were  disregarded 131 

Mineral,  should  only  coutain  terms  of 
.  conveyance  and  recitals  showing  compli- 
ance with  the  law 19^,256 

Plat. 

See  Survey. 

Practice. 

See  Conieti,  Contestant,  Evidence,  Stat- 
ute$ :  also  Rules  of  Practice  Cited  and  Con- 
strued, page  xvii. 

Generally. 

Rules  of,  intended  to  be  in  harmony  with 
general  regulations  and  circular  instruc- 
tions    671 

Bules  and  regulations  do  not  abridge  stat- 
utory rights 429 

Precedent  followed  unless  clearly  con- 
trary to  law  277,712 

Rules  of,  to  be  followed T 22 

Long  established,  accepted  as  authorita- 
tive      92 

Rights  acquired  under  existing  rulings 
not  disturbed 111,169,292,624 

Rule  of,  while  in  effect  has  the  force  of  a 
statute 111,169 

Rules  of,  when  not  in  conflict  with  law, 
must  regulate  procedure 111,236 

H>  pothetical  cases  not  considered 258 

If  a  case  is  ready  for  consideration  under 
the  rules  of,  it  may  be  advanced  on  the 
docket  i»ithont  notice  to  either  party 675 

All  questions  as  to  preference  rights  of 
settlers  must  be  roised  in  and  decided  by 
the  local  ofllce 658 
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On  the  defendant's  failure  to  cross-exam- 
ine witnesses  at  the  proper  time  the  recall 
of  said  witnesses  should  be  at  his  expense.  047 

In  case  of  decision  rendered  without  juris- 
diction the  irregularity  may  be  corrected 
by  summary  proceeding 613 

Intervener  must  disclose  under  oath  the 
nature  of  interest 603 

Irregularity  in  proceedings  not  consid- 
ered in  the  absence  of  objection 451 

A  party  may  not  complain  of  favorable 
action  taken  on  his  own  motion 446 

Withdrawal  of  contestant  does  not  pre- 
vent action  on  evidence  adduced 40, 385 

The  Department,  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment, may  take  action  on  facts  estab- 
lished though  not  charged . .'. 372, 394,  590 

Contestee  to  proceed  only  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  prima  facie  case 58 

Mutual  concessions  to  obviate  litigation 
encouraged 119 

Cases  not  referred  to  the  Attorney -Gen- 
eral except  where  the  Secretary  is  in  doubt 
as  to  the  correct  conclusion 277 

Right  of  parties  to  rely  on  order  of  dis- 
missal  - 212 

When  the  supervisory  authority  of  the 
Secretary  will  not  be  exercised Ill,  236 

Amendment. 

See  Applieaiioii^  Entry,  Filing. 

Permissible  on  day  of  hearing 211 

Appeal. 

See  Contest. 

General  effect  of,  discussed 604 

Rights  lost  by  failure  to 262 

Is  the  proper  method  of  invoking  the  su- 
pervisory authority  of  the  Secretary 613 

Deprives  the  General  Land  OfBce  of  fur- 
ther jurisdiction 205, 224, 438, 504 

Does  not  lie  from  order  requiring  addi- 
tional final  proof  without  Judgment  on  that 
submitted 429 

Will  lie  from  rejection  of  final  proof 421 

Will  not  lie  from  the  refusal  of  the  Com- 
missioner to  review  a  decision  99, 41 0 

Lies  from  a  refusal  to  order  a  hearing ....    22 

Will  lie  ttom  decision  holding  the  evi- 
dence insufficient  to  warrant  cancellation 
and  directing  new  hearing 68 

Notice  as  to  right  of,  must  be  given  under 
rule  66 877 

Notice  of,  and  specification  of  errors  must 
be  served  upon  the  opposite  party .  .• 169 

Xotice  of,  and  specifications  of  errors  may 
be  filed  at  dift'erent  dates 251 

Seventy  days  allowed  for,  when  notice  of 
decision  is  given  through  the  mail  by  the 
local  office 475,479 

Failure  to,  not  excused  on  the  plea  of 
want  of  notice  when  the  record  shows  no- 
ticetothe  attorney 248 

Right  of,  defeated  by  failure  to  file  speci- 
fication of  error  within  the  proper  time.  Ill,  251 
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Bales  88  and  90  are  mandatory Ill 

Not  entertained  without  speciflcation  of 
errors 158 

In  an  appealable  case  is  a  waiver  of  pend- 
ing motions  438 

Waived  by  the  initiation  of  another  con- 
test  350 

Pending  not  waived  by  the  initiation  of 
second  contest  on  new  groand 451 

Waived  by  subsequent  application  for  re- 
payment   409 

ikppellant  entitled  to  notice  of  defective.  251 

Sufficiency  of,  fh>m  the  Greneral  Land  Office 
to  be  determined  by  the  Department 251 

The  Department  is  not  concluded  by  the 
failure  of  the  Commissioner  to  act  under  role 
82 99 

Bnle  82  is  only  to  prevent  the  transmittal 
of  an  appeal  the  Commissioner  considers  de- 
fective      99 

The  General  Land  Office  ma^  reject  if  not 
filed  in  time 205 

Should  not  be  dismissed  by  General  Land 
Office  if  received  without  objection 205 

In  the  absence  of  a  decision  of  the  local 
office,  not  within  the  exceptions  to  rule  48, 
becomes  final,  and  should  not  be  reversed  by 
the  General  Land  Office 585 

The  second  exception  to  rule  48  is  only  ap- 
plicable as  to  rights  between  the  claimant 
and  the  Government 024 

Bule  48  should  be  construed  with  rule  81 
as  amended 624 

Pallnre  to,  under  rule  48  may  be  conclu- 
8l7e  as  against  parties,  but  does  not  pre- 
clude examination  of  the  case  by  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office 245,509,624 

Though  not  filed  in  time,  the  case  under 
rules  48  and  49  should  be  reviewed 212 

Whether  taken  or  not  Trom  decision  of  the 
local  office,  the  Commissioner  should  deter- 
mine matters  of  law  involved 624 

Bight  of,  from  Commissioner's  decision 
lost  by  failure  to  appeal  firom  action  of  local 
office , 624 

In  the  absence  of,  the  refusal  of  the  con- 
testee  to  answer  proper  questions  on  cross* 
examination  is  saoh  an  irregularity  as  to 
warrant  the  General  Land  Office  in  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  case  under  rule  48 599 

Filed  by  transferee,  before  notice  of  de- 
cision w(is  served  on  entryman,  is  in  time..  598 

Where  two  parties  are  adversely  aflected 
by  a  decision  the  appeal  of  one  will  not  pre- 
clude motion  for  review  by  the  other,  nor 
will  the  denial  of  the  motion  aifect  the  ap- 
peal  410 

Motion  to  dismiss  should  be  passed  upon 
when  the  case  is  reached  in  order 479 

Having  been  sustained  as  to  order  of  pro- 
cedure, the  case  should  be  remanded 370 

Local  office  may  not  dismiss 368 

Pending  disposition  of,  all  action  affecting 
the  land  is  suspended 227 
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Bight  of;  not  lost  through  failure  of  local 
officers  to  give  notice  of  adverse  decision . . .  231 

Bules  of  practice  with  respect  to,  mast  be 
followed  in  case  of  hearing  ordered  under 
mineral  circular  of  October  31,  1881 671 

Continuance. 

Abuse  of  discretion  on  application  for,  will 
be  reviewed  on  appeal 647 

Motions  for,  addressed  to  the  discretion  of 
the  local  office 647 

Instructions  of  December  27,  1882.  con- 
cerning    142 

Not  granted  without  proper  showing  of 
diligence 273 

Affidavit  for,  held  good  though  made  prior 
to  the  day  of  hearing  and  before  an  officer 
other  than  the  register  or  receiver 142 

May  be  granted  to  adverse  claimant  in  case 
of  protest  against  final  proof 210 

Heabing. 

Should  not  be  had  pending  disposition  of 
an  appeal  arising  under  a  previous  contest.  227 

Should  be  ordered  when  pre<emptor  offers 
filing  for  entered  land,  alleging  prior  settle- 
ment   526 

Failure  to  submit  testimony  on  due  oppor- 
tunity offered  in  the  regular  coarse  of  pro- 
ceeding cuts  off  right  to  be  farther  heard  . .  446 

Should  not  be  itocorded  one  who  fails  to 
appear  and  protest  against  final  proof 210 

Notice  of  and  decisions  by  registered  let- 
ter or  personal  service 204 

Not  accorded  mortgagee  of  entry  except 
for  cause  shown 385 

On  special  agent's  report  a  proceeding  d4 
novo 22 

Procedure  in  hearing  ordered  on  special 
agent's  report 2,22,170,313 

When  ordered  on  special  agent's  report  the 
government  should  submit  its  teatsmony 
first 22 

On  special  agent's  report,  order  of  July  6, 
1886 149 

Pending  cases  not  affected  by  the  circular 
of  July  31,  1885 370 

Under  swamp- land  circular  of  December 
13,1886 279 

Notice.     "* 

Must  affirmatively  appear 398, 611 

Presumption  from  record 305 

In  the  absence  of  legal,  actual  knowledge 
does  not  put  a  party  apon  defence 213 

Actual,  will  not  confer  Jurisdiction  in  the 
absence  of  legal 233 

Personal  service  must  be  had  when  iM>ssi- 
ble 253.457 

A  non-resident  will  not  be  heard  to  say 
that  due  diligence  was  not  used  to  secure 
personal  service , 456 

Of  contest  by  publication  Includes  posting 
on  the  land,  and  jarisdiction  is  not  acquired 
without 611 
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An  allej^tion  that  personal  service  cannot 
be  made  within  the  State  is  not  essential  as 
the  basis  of  pablioatlon 635 

TVant  of  actual,  may  not  be  alleged  if  there 
was  proper  service  by  publication 635 

Service  by  publication  authorized  on  due 
showing 456 

Essentials  in  case  of  publication 213, 611 

Personal  service  secured  through  regis- 
tered letter  253 

Service  oi^  bj  registered  letter  on  non^res* 
ident  held  good 218 

Local  office  should  give,  by  registered  let> 
ter  or  personal  service  in  case  of  hearings  or 
decisions 204 

Sent  by  non-registered  letter  is  sufficient, 
if  the  receipt  thereof  is  acknowledged  in 
writing 470 

Written  admission  of  the  receipt  of,  suffi- 
cient   479 

Transmission  of,  by  registered  letter  pri- 
ma facie  evidence  that  it  was  duly  received.  470 

Proof  of  mailing  by  registered  letter  is 
proof  of  service 475 

Hailing  appeal  and  specification  of  er- 
rors by  registered  letter,  within  seventy 
days  after  notice,  through  the  local  office,  of 
the  adverse  decision,  is  proper  service. .  475, 479 

Of  an  attorney's  act  imputed  to  the  party 
he  represents 438 

To  the  attorney  of  adverse  decision  suffi- 
cient  248 

Of  cancellation  should  be  given  to  assignee 
if  the  fact  of  such  interest  is  known 603 

Assignee  who  has  filed  in  local  office  state- 
ment showing  interest  in  pending  entry  is 
entitled  to 603 

Transferee  of  an  entry  entitled  to  notice  of 
hearing 22,170,253 

Parties  in  Interest  entitled  to 99, 170 

Transferee  of  record  entitled  to  notice  of 
hearing 170,253 

Transferee  not  of  record  not  entitled  to, 
on  the  adverse  disposition  of  the  entryman's 
appeal 276,589 

To  losing  party,  of  adverse  decision  should 
include  a  copy  thereof 233 

Proceedings  on  a  case  reopened  should  not 
be  without  due  notice 212 

Snllieient,  where  through  continuances 
service  preceded  the  hearing  sixty  days —    41 

Failure  to  file  a  motion  in  time  not  cured 
by  notice  thereof  served  within  the  proper 
period 262 

Of  appeal  and  argument  should  include 
legible  copies  thereof 449 

That  the  original  instead  of  a  copy  was 
left  with  defendant  is  no  valid  objection  to 
the  service 590 

Rktiew. 

Qe^AppetU, 

Application  for,  is  addressed  to  the  discre- 

tlon  of  the  conrt 410 

Should  present  some  new  question 438 
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Due  notice  of  application  for,  must  be 
given 882 

Notice  of  a  motion  for.  must  be  given  with- 
in the  time  for  filing  the  same 99 

Not  granted,  on  the  ground  that  the  decis- 
ion is  against  the  weight  of  evidence,  if 
there  was  contradictory  evidence  on  both 
sides 150 

When  not  allowed  on  the  ground  that  the 
decision  is  against  the  evidence 387 

Not  granted  unless  asked  for  in  time 17 

Not  granted  to  transferee,  except  on  such 
showing  as  would  entitle  the  entryman  to 
be  further  heard 589 

Application  for,  should  be  acted  upon 
without  prejudice  to  rights  recognized  in 
the  first  decision 608 

Not  granted  where  an  order  therefor, 
made  by  the  local  office,  was  set  aside  on  ap- 
plicant's motion 425 

When  sought  on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
cision is  against  the  evidence,  the  testimony 
relied  upon  should  be  specifically  set  out..  150 

Motion  for,  to  be  filed  within  thirty  days 
after  notice  of  decision 382 

Preference  Right* 

See  Cotitestant. 

Pre-emption. 

See  JBrUry,  Filing,  Final  proof,  Retidence, 
SettUment, 

Recognizes  settlement  as  the  legal  basis 
of  a  claim  against  the  United  States 274, 637 

Dei>ends  npon  settlement  made  on  land 
subject  thereto 281^ 

Is  a  preferred  right  of  purchase  ......274, 537 

Is  based  upon  settlement,  inhabitancy, 
and  cultivation 537 

The  preference  right  of  purchase,  ac- 
quired by  settlement,  filing,  and  residence, 
constitutes  the  nature  and  substance  of  a 
pre-emption  claim 55& 

A  claim  resting  on  the  settlement  and  fil- 
ing of  one  who  had  previously  exhausted 
his  right  is  illegal 16 

Second  filing  illegal 1ft 

Filing  and  entry  of  one  who  removes  from 
land  of  his  own  to  settle  on  public  land  in 
the  same  State  exhausts  right  ot 418 

Right  of,  once  exhausted  cannot  be  re- 
stored except  by  Congress 64S 

Right  of,  as  affected  by  failure  to  file  in 
case  of  intervening  claim 188 

Claim  finally  concluded  if  unsncoessAilly 
set  up  to  defeat  the  final  proof  of  another. .  260 
"  Trade  and  business"  that  exempts  land 

from. 160 

.    Not  precluded  by  abandoned    townsite 
settlement 180 

Fraudulent  if  made  in  the  interest  of  an- 
other     52 

Right  of,  when  accorded  to  a  "  deserted 
wife" 42 
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Invalid  claim  not«strengtheoed  by  trans- 
mutation 16 

All  the  acts  required  by  law  must  be  per- 
formed before  any  right  is  secured  as 
against  the  goyemment 442 

Not  defeated  by  homesteader  who  alleges 
residence  within  less  than  six  months  after 
entry  and  fails  to  show  the  same 440 

Right  of,  does  not  extend  to  land  occupied 
under  military  authority 376 

Heirs  may  enter  within  time  accorded  the 
pre-emptor 454 

Administrator,  after  qualification,  may 
enter 454 

Right  of  administrator  defeated  by  the 
intervention  of  an  adverse  claim 454 

Duty  of  administrator  fixed  by  notice  of 
theclaim 454 

The  adverse  claim  of  a  railroad  company 
is  not  that  of  "  any  other  purchaser  " 473 

Where  rights  and  equities  are  equal  the 
first  in  time  has  the  better  title 643 

Private  Claim. 

See  P%iblic  Land.  i 

Validity  of^  recognized  by  confirmation . .  617 

Title  passed  by  confirmatory  act 48, 61 

Defined  as  to  extent  by  presentation  to 

the  board  of  commissioners 62 

Extent  of  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the 
board  of  commissioners  and  United  States 

courts 320 

Patent  for,  must  follow  confirmatory  stat- 
ute     61 

Within  larger  outboundnries  reserves  the 

whole  until  approval  of  survey 62 

Legislation  as  to,  in  California  remedial. .    62 
Correction  of  boundaries  after  patent. ...    43 
The  words  ' '  establishment  of  San  Jos6  " 
construed  to  mean  all  tiie  lands  held  for  the 

benefit  of  the  mission 62 

Status  of  mission  lands  in  California 62 

Boundaries  of  Moraga  and  £1  Sobrante 

discussed 62 

The  claim  to  the  Asusa  Rancho  was  $ub 
judiee  until  the  issuance  of  patent  tfiereon.  601 

Of  Pueblo  Tecolote 61 

Authority  of  the  court  over  surveys  un- 
der the  act  of  June  14,  1860 320 

Effect  of  publication  and  approval  of  sur- 
vey under  the  act  of  June  14,  1860 415 

Secretary  has  authority  to  reverse  the 
action  of  the  Commissioner  in  the  matter  of 

a  survey 483 

Final  determination  as  to  survey  under 
the  act  of  June  14,  1860,  conclusive  as 
against  claimants  who  do  not  protect  their 

interests 415 

Survey  of,  authorized  by  the  act  of  1866. .    48 
Whether  invoked  by  appeal  or  otherwise, 
the  Secretary  under  his  supervisory  author- 
ity may  order  a  resurvey 483 

Survey  of,  must  follow  decree 483, 560 

In  the  location  of,  the  survey  must  follow 
the  decree  of  confirmation  and  act  of  judi- 
cial possession 550 
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The  Higley  survey  accepted  as  defining 

the  boundaries  of  the  Moraga 155 

Date  of  survey  determined  by  approval . .  415 
In  the  survey  of,  mandatory  and  specific 
calls  must  be  followed SSA 

Survey  of,  under  the  act  of  1864 43 

Approval  of  survey  constitutes  final  ad- 
judication     43 

Publication  of  notice  not  required  by  the 
act  of  July  1, 1864 483 

In  a  case  pending  in  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  at  the  passage  of  the  act  of  July 
1, 1864,  the  court  was  authorized  to  revise  a 
former  survey  or  order  a  new  one 320 

The  approval  of  a  new  survey  ordered  by 
the  district  court  in  a  case  pending  at  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  July  1, 1864,  rests  with 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice  320 

Jurisdiction  of  United  States  district 
court  under  the  act  of  July  1, 1864 320 

In  Florida,  under  one  square  league  In 
quantity,  reported  for  confirmation  January 
14,  1830,  were  confirmed  by  act  of  Hay  26, 
1830,  except  such  as  were  confirmed  by  the 
Spanish  Government  after  January  24, 1618.  677 

Parol  testimony  in  the  location  of,  only 
admissible  where  the  boundaries,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  decree  of  confirmation  and  act 
of  juridical  possession,  are  ambiguous,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  identifying  said  boundaries.  559 

Title  through  succession  sale  dependent 
upon  the  jurisdiction  and  order  of  the 
court 285.158 

Legal  representative  of  oonfirmee  deter- 
mined by  the  local  law 283 

Title  by  *' occupation,"  Ac,,  is  of  the  same 
validity  as  one  founded  on  permission  to  set- 
tie  or  order  of  survey 617 

Tltie  resting  on  a  permit  to  settie  and  an 
order  of  survey  made  prior  to  1800,  without 
any  settiement  or  survey,  is  incomplete  ....  570 

The  term  "grant"  in  the  Florida  and 
Louisiana  treaties  comprehends  not  only 
tiiose  made  in  form,  but  any  concession,  or- 
der,  or  permission  to  survey,  settie.  or  pos- 
sess, whether  evidenced  by  writing  or  parol, 
or  presumed  from  possession 617 

Settiement  claims  in  Louisiana,  how  rec- 
ognized and  protected 283 

Louisiaaa  settiement  claims  not  con- 
firmed absolutely  for  a  certain  number  of 
acres 283 

A  claim  to  land  in  Florida  and  LoaisLana 
resting  on  occupation,  habitation,  and  culti- 
vation under  the  former  Government  is  a 
"private  land  daim" 613,617 

If  the  selection  uid  location  of  a  confirmed 
floating  claim  is  limited  to  a  given  period  by 
the  statute,  the  Department  has  no  authority 
to  extend  the  time 705 

Failure  to  confine  selection,  under  a  float- 
ing grant  to  non-mineral  lands,  in  aooord- 
anoe  with  the  granting  act.  wUI  not  author- 
ize relocation,  if  the  statutory  period  for 
selection  and  location  has  expired 705 
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The  Department  has  no  authority  to  can- 
cel a  selection  properly  made  nnder  a  float- 
ing grant  of  lands  subject  thereto 705 

Scrip. 

Action  as  to  issne  of  indemnity  scrip  un- 
der the  act  of  J.nne  2, 1858,  will  not  be  taken 
except  upon  the  application  of  a  party  in 
interest 857 

Scrip  can  only  issue  under  the  act  of  1858, 
where  (1)  the  claim  has  been  confirmed  and 
(2)  remains  unlocatod 570 

The  nnoontroyerted  finding  of  the  unr- 
veyor-generai  that  no  location  has  been 
made  is  conclusive  as  to  such  fact 570 

The  issuance  of  scrip  by  the  surveyor- 
general,  nnder  the  third  section  of  the  act 
of  June  2, 1858,  is  aulject  to  the  supervision 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office 670 

Under  the  act  of  1858,  scrip  should  issue 
in  case  of  an  unsatisfied  claim  for  a  specific 
quantity  of  luid,  founded  on  an  order  of  sur- 
vey made  in  1705,  with  no  specific  location 
of  the  land 570 

*' Occupation"  claims  in  Louisiana  and 
Florida  are  within  the  provisions  of  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  June  2, 1858  ...  .  617 

If  owned  by  difilerent  parties,  and  the  in- 
terests therein  are  separate  and  determi- 
•  nate,  scrip  may  issue  to  any  one  of  the  own- 
ers to  the  amount  of  bis  ascertained  interest  617 

In  claims  for,  it  must  appear  that  the  basis 
therefor  was  not  expressly  excepted  from 
oonflrmation 283 

Under  succession  sale ..158,283 

Basis  for  issue  under  the  act  of  1858  must 
appear 283 

Private  Entry. 

Not  allowed  for  lands  withheld  from  sale 
until  after  notice  of  restoration 25 

Restoration  notice  must  follow  the  can- 
cellation of  an  entry  to  make  the  land  sub- 
ject to 25 

On  one  certificate,  not  to  include  a  larger 
number  of  tracts  than  provided  for  in  the 
form 30 

May  not  be  made  of  land  within  the  limits 
of  the  official  survey  of  a  private  claim  in 
excess  of  the  amount  confirmed  and  pat- 
ented   660 

Public  JLand. 

See  Railrowl  Lands. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  official  survey  of 
a  private  claim  in  excess  of  the  amount  con- 
firmed and  patented  is  not  subject  to  dis- 
position until  after  the  survey  has  been  duly 
amended 660 

Price  of;  under  the  act  of  January  18, 1881, 

restoring  forfeited  railroad  lands 165 

Appraisement  of  abandoned  military  res- 
ervation  228 

Price  ott  determined  by  statutory  author- 
ity  269 
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Price  of,  in  case  of  restored  railroad  lands .  269 

Where  a  reservation  is  opened  to  entry  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
fixes  the  price  of  the  land 269 

The  price  of  lands  within  the  limite  of  the 
forfeited  grant  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  in  New  Mexico  is  fixed 
ar|2.50  for  both  odd  and  even  sections 269 

"Public  land  strip  "  not  attached  to  any 
land  district 384 

Should  not  be  withheld  from  settlement 
on  account  of  indefinite  Indian  claim 557 

Purciiaser* 

See  Alienation^  Entry,  Homestead  (act  of 
June  15,  1880),  Practice. 

Railroad  Orant. 

See  Stat\Ue». 

Generally. 

Nothing  passes  by  implication  under ..  .49, 380 

Takes  land  excluded  from  private  claim 
prior  to  the  date  when  the  right  of  the  road 
attached 415 

Takes  land  free  at  definite  location,  though 

not  so  at  date  of  the  granting  act 62, 140, 

155, 277,  391 

For  the  purposes  of  boundary  and  patent 
the  Northern  Pacific  road  is  divided  into 
sections  of  25  miles 459 

The  line  fixing  the  terminal  limit  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  should  be  run  at  right 
angles  to  the  general  course  of  the  last  sec- 
tion  459 

Lateral  limits,  how  determined 468, 549 

Actual  rights  acquired  by  construction  of 
road  not  affected  by  the  Congressional  for- 
feiture (Oregon  Central) 549 

Forfeiture  of,  and  circular  order  as  to  res- 
toration under  the  act  of  January  13, 1881 ...  165 

Made  for  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
Portland  to  Astoria,  and  from  a  point  of 
Junction  near  Forest  Grove  to  McMinnville, 
was  in  effect  a  grant  for  the  construction 
of  two  roads  (Oregon  Central) 549 

The  words  "  point  of  Junction,"  as  used  in, 
designate  the  place  where  two  lines  of  rail- 
way meet 549 

Act  of  forfeiture  (Oregon  Central)  exe- 
cuted by  atUiuting  separately,  at  the  point 
of  Junction,  the  limits  of  the  two  roads  in- 
cluded in  said  act  549 

Under  the  Joint  resolution  of  April  10, 
1869,  the  Central  Pacific  became  entitled  to 
the  granted  lands  between  Ogden  and  Prom- 
ontory Summit 661 

Joint  resolution  of  June  28, 1870,  uniformly 
construed 380 

By  definite  location  of  road,  and  indemnity 
withdrawal  under  the  additional  grant  of 
1865  (Saint  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Milwau- 
kee Railway  Company),  the  lands  covered 
thereby  were  excluded  from  entry  and  set- 
tlement    565 
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In  a  grant  of  quantity  within  bonndarieg 
determined  by  the  oonstmction  of  the  road 
(Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade  Mountain 
Wagon  Boad)  righta  do  not  attach  without 
eelection 650 

Of  1865  was  a  grant  In  place  (MinnesotA) .  665 

Failure  to  construct  road  within  the  time 
named  does  not  defeat,  in  the  absence  of  for- 
feiture  81,611 

The  Department  must  issue  patents  to  the 
New  Orleans  and  Faclflc  whenever  due  com* 
pliance  is  shown  with  the  act  of  February 
8,  1887 593 

Priority  of  grant  determines  the  right  to 
land  lying  within  common  granted  limits  . .  135 

Failure  of  the  company  (Northern  Pacific) 
to  pay  for  the  surrey  raises  only  a  question 
as  to  delivery  of  title 343 

Title  under  the  grant  not  defeated  by  the 
failure  of  the  company  (Northern  Pacific)  to 
pay  for  tlie  survey 843 

AdJ  ustment  of  confiicting  rights  under  the 
act  of  July  6, 1886.  forfeiting  the  grant  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific 269 

The  words  "  to  be  selected  within  20  miles 
of  the  road  "  do  not  make  the  grant  a 
"float" 135 

Adjustment  of,  deferred  pending  Congres- 
sional action 107 

The  "  Indian  title  "  referred  to  in  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  grant  (Northern  Pacific) 
did  not  include  rights  protected  by  technical 
reservation 138,343 

Extinguishment  of  Indian  title  under  the 
grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific 138, 343 

Legal  subdivisions  of  odd -numbered  sec- 
tions lying  south  of  Ooose  River  (which  for- 
merly con«titut«d  the  northern  boundMry  of 
the  Indian  country  claimed  by  the  Sisseton 
and  Wahpeton  Sioux)  inured  to  the  North- 
em  Pacific  grant  on  extinction  of  the  Indian 
title 670 

Plan  of  adjustment  adopted  in  the  matter 
of  settlement  claims  in  conflict  with  the 
Northern  Pacific  grant,  on  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  former  Sisseton  and  Wah- 
peton Sioux  "  Indian  country  " 670 

Action  of  forfeiture  required  to  restore 
granted  lands  to  the  public  domain 81 

Whether  one  of  quantity  or  in  place  deter- 
mined by  the  price  fixed  on  the  sections  not 
granted 135 

The  status  of  certain  lands  selected  by  the 
Western  Pacific  opposite  the  first  completed 
section 277 

The  Department  will  not  interfere  with 
the  discretion  of  a  State  in  disposing  of  lands 
granted  in  aid  of  internal  improvement 81 

Certain  lands  in  Washington  Territory 
withdrawn  for  the  Northern  Pacific,  re- 
stored to  entry 193 

Bights  of  a  company  claiming  as  assignee 
under 81 

Right  attached  to  certain  lands  at  date  of 
grant  (Central  Pacific) 12 
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Definite  location  and  construction  of  road 
does  not  effect  a  withdrawal  of  the  land  un- 
der a  grant  of  quantity  or  otaue  it  to  attach 
to  any  specific  tract  without  selection 650 

Acts  of  March  3, 1863,  and  July  26, 1866 
(Kansas),  construed  together 280 

The  act  of  June  22,  1674,  extending  the 
time  for  the  completion  of  the  Saint  Paul 
and  Pacific  held  inoperative 144 

Circular  provisions  of  April  30,  1887.  as  to 
settlers  within  the  grant  to  the  State  of 
Kansas  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  tiie 
Northern  Kansas  Railroad 627 

Instructions  under  the  act  of  Febmary  8, 
1887,  with  respect  to  the  New  Orleans  and 
Pacific  Railroad  claiming  under  the  grant  to 
the  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  and  Vicks- 
burg  Railroad  Company 686 

Act  OF  April  21,  1876. 

Made  necessary  by  the  rulings  of  the  De- 
partment   144 

Held  mandatory 144 

The  first  section  confirms  an  entry  made 
after  the  filing  of  map  of  definite  location, 
bat  before  notice  of  withdrawal 144 

Action  will  not  be  taken  under  the  first 
section  if  patent  has  issued 205 

Second  patent  not  authorised  by  the  first 
section & 144 

Definite  Location. 

After  a  formal  definite  location,  righta 
acquired  thereby  cannot  be  disturbed  by 
Departmental  action 661 

A  line  of  road  is  definitely  located  when 
the  map  thereof  is  filed  and  tiio  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  gives  his  consent  and  ap- 
proval to  such  location 661 

No  direct  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  the  commission  to  determine  the  line  of 
definite  location  between  the  completed 
portions  of  the  Central  and  TTnivn  Pacific. .  661 

Date  of  survey  no  longer  aoc«)pted  as  defi- 
nite location  62 

"General  route"  and  " definite  location " 
distinguished  (Central  Pacific) 62 

Maps  of  '*  definite  location  "  precede  con- 
struction  ••    62 

The  construction  of  a  road  on  the  line  of 
"general  route"  will  not  cause  the  map 
thereof  to  be  treated  as  that  of  "  definite 
location"  unjess  so  offered 62 

The  acceptance  of  the  completed  aeotions 
between  San  Jo86  and  Sacramento  deter- 
mines the  date  when  the  line  was  **  defi- 
nitely fixed  "  (Central  Pacific) 62, 155 

Definite  location  prior  to  survey 356 

Locality  and  quantity  of  grant  fixed  by 
the  road  as  made  or  located 468 

Duplicate  map  of  definite  location  treated 
as  original  though  filed  after  the  time  al- 
lowed for  the  completion  of  the  road 107 
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Indemnity. 

The  right  of  selection  witAin  indemnity 
limits  is  a  preference  right  that  may  be  as- 
serted as  against  every  one 6&8 

Failure  to  assert  the  right  of  selection 
within  indemnity  limits  as  against  a  settler 
until  after  final  proof  is  a  waiver  of  snch 
riRbt 658 

The  Department  may  prescribe  rules  un- 
der which  the  failure  of  the  company  to 
properly  assert  its  right  as  against  a  settler 
after  indemnity  withdrawal  will  operate  as 
a  revocation  thereof  as  to  the  tract  in- 
volved   05g 

Indemnity  withdrawal  confers  no  vested      / 
right,  and  is  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  may  revoke 
the  order  and  restoitf  the  lands  to  entry 668 

Settlement  claim  precludes  indemnity  se- 
lection of  lands  excepted  ft-om  withdrawal.  566 

Bight  to  indemnity  though  road  was  not 
built  in  the  required  time 511 

Indemnity  selection  cannot  be  made  of 
land  within  the  granted  limits  of  another 
road ,  not  constructed  within  the  required 
period,  but  definitely  located,  and  remain- 
ing iin  forfeited  by  Congress 582 

Lands  "  in  place"  excepted  from,  are  not 
subject  to  indemnity  selections 432 

Conflicting  indemnity  limits 280 

Pending  appeal  of  a  settler  selection 
should  not  be  allowed 306 

Joint  resolution  of  June  28,'  1870,  protects 
prior  settlement  within  indemnity  limits 
(Southern  Pacific) 880 

In  the  absence  of  statutory  direction  the 
right  of  selection  not  governed  by  the  co- 
terminous principle 81 

Lands  excepted  from  the  grant. 

Lands  not  fne  at  definite  locations  do  not 
paw 138 

Lands  that  do  not  pass  when  the  grant 
takes  effect  are  not  granted 13 

Land  appropriated  when  the  map  of  general 
route  is  filed,  but  free  prior  to  definite  loca- 
tion, is  not  held  to  await  the  same,  but  is 
subject  to  the  first  legal  application  rNorth- 
em  Pacific) 833 

The  right  of  purchase  under  the  act  of 
June  15,  188P,  defeats  the  operation  of,  at 
definite  location 333,529 

Defeated  by  settlement  claim  covering 
date  of  giant,  withdrawal,  and  definite  loca- 
tion  274,616 

The  abandonment  of  a  settlement  claim 
after  the  rights  of  a  grant  attach  will  not 
inure  to  the  benefit  thereof 274, 616 

A  subsisting  order  of  the  President  with- 
drawing lands  for  the  use  of  Indians  excepts 
the  land  covered  thereby  when  the  grant 
takesoffect 432 

Does  not  take  effect  upon  land  within  i^^ 
claimed  limits  of  a  private  claim qq] 
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Selection  within  granted  limits  confers  no 
dghttoland  not  granted 396 

Defeate<l  by  pre-emption  claim  for  offered 
land  existing  at  definite  location,  though  the 
settler  ha<l  failed  to  make  proof  and  pay- 
ment within  the  statutory  period 473 

Hearing  ordered  to  determine  the  status 

of  an  alleged  adverse  settlement  claim 473 

•  A  pre-emption  claim  at  the  date  of  definite 
location  excepts  the  land  covered  thereby 
from  the  grant  to  the  TTnioo  Pacific 553 

If  the  preterence  right  of  purchaite  under 
k  pre-emption  clMira  exists  at  definite  loca- 
tion the  land  is  excepted  thereby,  thoueh 
actual  habitation  may  have  ceased  prior 
thereto 553 

Land  excepted  from,  by  existing  entry 
when  the  right  of  the  road  attached 396 

Precedence  as  against  a,  is  accorded  a 
homestead  entry  made  on  the  day  when  the 
map  of  definite  location  was  filed 356 

Withdrawal. 

ft 

The  Department  has  power  to  make  in- 
demnity withdrawals,  though  no  express  au- 
thority therefor  is  conferred  by  the  grant. .  650 

Executive  withdrawal  not  effective  until 
notice  thereof  is  received  at  the  local  office.  650 

Indemnity  withdrawal  does  not  take  effect 
upon  land  covered  by  pre-emption  claim 
(Northern  Pacific) 56($ 

Within  the  forty  miles  limit  (Northern 
Pacific)  a  statutory  withdrawal  followed  the 
filing  of  the  map  of  general  route 295 

Lands  within  the  indemnity  withdrawal 
for  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  were  excepted 
from  the  grant  to  the  Southern  Pacific eoi 

Withdrawal  on  general  route  (Northern 
Pacific)  did  not  take  effect  on  land  covered 
by  a  pre-emption  claim 529 

Revocation  of  withdrawal  effected  by  ap- 
propriation of  the  land  and  its  subsequent 
restoration  to  the  public  domain 332 

Right  of  Way. 

Company  is  not  required  to  file  proof  of 
organization  under  the  Uwe  of  every  State 
and  Territory  through  which  the  roa<l  may 
pa«» 384 

Act  of  March  3,  1875,  applicable  to  "  pub- 
lic land  strip  " 334 

Railroad  Lands. 

See  Public  Land. 

Restored  to  entry 193,269,549 

Within  New  Mexico  formerly  granted  to 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
restored  to  public  domain  and  ojtened  to 

entry  at  double  minimum 269 

The  forfeited  lands  in  confiictlng  limits 
(Atlantic  and  Pacific  and  Southern  Pacific) 
withheld  from  entry  pending  adjustment. ..  269 
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Records. 

Papers  belonging  to  the  permanent  files 
of  the  General  Land  OfiBce  may  not  be  re- 
turned to  the  parties  filing  the  same 258  I 

Register  and  Receiver. 

See  Land  Dtpartm»rU. 

Relinquisiinient. 

See  Aj^lieaticn, 

Eight  of  entry  seoured  through,  though 
contest  failed 6 

Aocompanied  by  an  application  to  enter 
oats  out  a  settler  on  the  land 149 

Of  the  oonteatanVs  preferred  right  of  en- 
try  2«3 

Of  the  preferred  right  of  entry  when  pur- 
chased may  be  filed  without  specific  author- 
ity from  the  contestant 2ii3 

It  is  competent  for  the  Department  to  in- 
vestigate the  circumstances  attending 865 

Of  entryman  ofl'ered  with  application  un- 
der a  different  law  should  be  received  and 
application  allowed  subject  to  adverse 
claims •*. •-  451 

Should  be  received  when  presented  and 
entry  canceled 451 

Local  office  authorised  to  cancel  desert 
entry  on  receipt  of 708 

Repayment. 

Not  authorised  where  the  purchase  price 
of  land  has  been  twice  paid 114 

Not  allowed  except  under  specific  statu- 
toiy  authority 114,816 

No  authority  for  the  return  of  the  excess 
where  the  land  was  improperly  sold  as 
double  minimum j 316 

Not  allowed  if  the  entry  was  firaudnlent.  319 

Application  for,  pending  appeal  ftx>m  order 
of  cancellation  is  a  waiver  of  the  appeal —  409 

Allowed  for  doable  minimum  excess  paid 
on  land  afterwards  found  not  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  a  railroad  grant 437 

Allowed  where  entry  cannot  be  confirmed 
in  its  entirety 527 

Not  allowed  in  case  of  voluntary  relin- 
quishment    627 

And  reimbursement  provided  by  act  of 
March  3,  1887,  in  case  of  settlers  and  pur- 
chasers within  the  limits  of  the  grant  to  the 
Northern  Kansas  Railroad 627 

Reservation. 

Scope  of  executive  order  of,  for  public 

purposes 49 

For  a  public  purpose,  distinguished  from 

a,  for  the  benefit  of  a  railroad  grant 49 

Inadvertent  notation  of  warrant  location         | 
on  local  office  records  does  uQt  constitute. ..  202  ' 

Effect  of  informal  notation  of  record 852 

As  effected  by  military  occupation 876 

Exists  until  formal  order  of  revocation  . .  482 


As  effected  by  order  of  the  President 
withdrawing  land  for  the  use  ot  Indians. . .  432 

In  Cavor  of  school  grants  and  as  indemnity 
therefor 216 

When  brought  into  market  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  shall  fix 
the  price  of 

Under  consideration  in  section  2364,  R. 
S.  does  not  include  even-numbered  sections 
increased  in  price  on  account  of  a  railroad 
grant 

Sale  of  military,  under  the  act  of  June  19, 
1874 108 

Santee  Sioux,  not  opened  to  entiy  prior 
to  the  receipt  of  Indian  allotments 811 

Distinction  between,  and  Indian  lands.  138, 34S 

Sixteenth  article  of  treaty  of  April  29, 
1868,  did  not  reserve  the  land  described 
theiein  as  ' '  north  of  the  North  Platte  River 
and  east  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains  ** 343 

Entry  within  abandoned  military,  not  Au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  except  on 
settlement  prior  to  January  1, 1884,  and  con- 
tinuous  occupation  thereafter 65S^ 

The  disposition  of  all  abandoned  military, 
not  theretofore  disposed  of  governed  by  the 
act  of  Julys,  1884 

Settlement  prior  to  January  1, 1884,  pro- 
tected within  abandoned  militaiy,  by  the  act 
of  July  5,1884 

Act  of  1856  and  section  6,  act  of  June  12, 
1856,  relative  to  military  reservations  in 
Florida  repealed  by  the  act  of  1884 

Appraisement  of  military,  under  set  of 
July  5, 1884 

Recommended  for  FortCusterand  national 
cemetery 

Allotments  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1868, 
were  protected  in  the  executive  order  open- 
ing the  Santee  Sioux  Reservatiou  to  settle- 
ment and  entry 447 

Residence. 

Generally. 

Sstablished  by-concurrent  act  and  inten- 
tion   179 

Estab^shed  fh>m  the  moment  that  the 
settler  goes  upon  the  land  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  his  home  there 288 

Must  be  continuous  and  personal 6 

Absence  caused  by  judicial  oompulsion  la 
not  abandonment 6 

Temporary  absencM  excused  by  sickness 
and  poverty 215 

Absence  immediately  foUowing  flnalproof 
submitted  in  the  presence  of  an  adverse 
claim  indicativeof  bad  fsith 449 

In  acquiring,  the  former  must  be  aban- 
doned   179 

Once  established,  can  only  be  changed 
when  the  act  and  intent  of  the  settler  unite 
to  effect  such  change 6, 179 

Claim  of,  not  consistent  with  apparent 
evasion  of  the  law 273 
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Being  an  essential  in  botli,  preclndes  the 
assertion  of  a  homestead  and  pre-emption 

claim  at  the  same  time 403 

Not  waived  by  the  act  of  May  14, 1880 172 

Of  a  pablic  oflScial  presomptivelj  consist- 
ent with  the  law  creating  the  office 282 

Of  a  postmaster  presumed  to  be  within 

the  deliverj  of  his  office 155 

In  case  of  Osage  entry 803 

Caltivation  and  improvement  not  the 
equivalent  of 351 

Commutation. 

Required  as  under  the  pre-emption  law..  675 

Want  of,  not  excused  on  the  plea  of  pov- 
erty in  case  of  commutation 448 

Want  of  bonaJUU,  in  commutation  will  de- 
feat right  acquired  by  original  entry 392 

Incase  of  commutation  should  be  com- 
puted from  date  of  settlement 04 

Homestead. 

Commences  from  date  of  entry 406 

Period  of,  abridged  by  section  2305,  R.  S., 
but  the  quality  of,  is  unchanged  thereby  ■ . .  205 

Actual  length  of  military  service  should 
be  deducted  ttom  required  period  of 680 

Length  of  service,  not  term  of  enlistment, 
determines  the  amount  of  time  to  be  de- 
ducted from  period  of,  if  the  soldier  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability  existing 
before  enlistment 674 

Want  of^  not  excused  on  the  plea  that  the 
landrequired  irrigation 296 

If  alleged  before  required  by  the  statute  it 
must  be  shown  in  good  faith 440 

Pre-emption. 

No  delinite  period  fixed  by  law 94 

Of  pre-emptor  available,  under  act  of  May 
14, 1880,  on  transmutation 118 

Res  Judicata. 

Stability  of  titles  preserved  through  doc- 
trine of 185 

Not,  except  when  in  issue  before  the  ad- 
judicating tribunal 820 

Not  applicable  under  changed  rulings 49 

Final  adjudications  will  not  be  disturbed  185, 

243,613 

The  final  decision  of  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment is  binding  on  his  suceessor 31, 51, 488 

Final  decision  of  the  head  of  a  Department 
reviewed  on  new  facts 107 

Adjudications  of  the  Department  not  dis- 
turbed on  alleged  error  in  construing  the 
law 248 

Final  decisions  of  the  General  Land  Office 
not  conclusive  as  to  new  parties  claiming 
before  the  Department 12 

Action  of  the  local  officers  under  direction 
of  the  General  Land  Office  will  not  preclude 
a  different  Judgment  on  the  final  disposition 
ofthecase 174,610 
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The  Department  in  considering  an  entry 
on  final  proof  is  not  concluded  by  a  former 
decision  of  the  General  Land  Office 49 

The  a4)udication  of  a  claim  under  one  law 
will  not  bar  a  subsequent  application  for  the 
same  land  under  a  different  law 415 

A  final  decision  against  a  right  asserted 
under  the  pre-emption  law  is  no  bar  to  a 
claim  by  the  same  person  for  the  same  land 
under  a  different  law 566 

Bnle  of,  not  applied  where  the  issue  is 
solely  tbetween  the  government  and  appli- 
cant   888 

Final  adjudication  in  the  Department  pre- 
cludes further  action  by  the  General  Land 
Office 618 

Determination  of  rights  as  between  set- 
tlers 9nd  a  railroad  company  will  not  pre- 
clude subsequent  consideration  of  the  status 
of  the  lands  under  said  settlement  claims 
in  determining  the  right  of  the  company  as 
against  the  government 661 

Effect  given  the  decision  of  a  Federal  court, 
though  the  government  was  not  a  party  .  .88, 91 

Revlei¥. 

See  Praetiee. 

Revised  Statutes. 

See  Statutet;  also  Revised  Statutes  Cited  and 
Construed,  page  xvi. 

Rigiit  of  Way. 

See  RaUroad  Grant. 

Sciiool  Land. 

The  grant  of,  is  of  single  minimum  land . .  543 
Reservation  of;  bars  sale   and  entry  as 

ftilly  as  an  absolute  grant 216 

Settlement  on,  before  survey 14 

Settlement  claim  on,  confined  to  settler  be- 
fore survey  498 

Indemnity. 

Indemnity  allowed  for  losses  occasioned 
by  settlement  before  survey 216, 548 

The  State  (California)  not  authorised  to 
select  double  minimum  land  in  lieu  of  lost 
school  sections 543 

The  act  of  If  ay  20, 1826,  construed  by  sub- 
sequent legislation 543 

The  acts  of  May  20, 1826,  and  February  26, 
1859,  determine  what  lands  are  subject  to 
indemnity  selection 543 

Indemnity  for  losses  occasioned  by  frac- 
tional sections  taken  under  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 26, 1869  (W.  T.) 216 

Approved  indemnity  selections  are  re- 
served as  216 

Authority  of  county  commissidners  to 
make  indemnity  selections  under  the  act  of 
1858  (W.T.) 216 

Informal  notation  on  the  record  does  not 
constitute  a  rejection  of  the  selection 363 
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Selections  in  Colorado  in  lien  of  mineral 
lands  in  sections  16  and  36;   circular  pro- 
visions   696 

Scrip. 

See  Private  Claim.         * 

Valentine,  not  locaiable  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  a  city  or  town  site 382 

Bight  to  locate  Valentine  sciip  on  lake 
ftont  in  Cbicago  res  judicata 3s2 

Applicant  for.  nnder  the  act  of  1858  must 
show  himself  to  be  the  legal  representative 
of  the  contlrmee  570 

Sioux  half- breed  may  be  reissued  in 
smaller  denomination  at  any  time  prior  to 
location 695 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

See  Land  Department. 

Settlement. 

The  basis  of  pre-emption 274 

Should  give  notice  of  the  settler's  claim..  372 

On  segregated  land  confers  no  right  of 
pre-emption 289 

On  appropriated  tract  no  basis  for  claim 
to  adJoinlDg  unappropriated  laud 289 

Not  effective  if  made  on  land  covered  by 
an  entry 147,238 

Through  forcible  intrusion  confers  no 
rights 877 

Claim  of  a  pre-eiuptor  who  has  exhausted 
bis  rfght  of  no  avail 16 

Under  contract  with  supposed  owner  not 
trespass 238 

No  new  act  of,  ro<iuired  of  one  on  land  at 
the  date  of  its  becoming  subject  to 249 

Priority  of,  considered  as  between  two 
aettlers  un  appropriated  laud 147. 238, 358 

On  school  lands  before  surrey -  14 

On  restored  railroad  lands  under  act  of 
January  13.1881 165 

Of  homesteader  Is  protected  as  against 
later  settlers  for  three  months  only,  after 
which  period  the  next  set  tier  in  point  of  time, 
who  has  complied  with  the  law,  is  entitled 
to  priority 624 

The  notice  given  by,  and  improvement 
confined  tothequarier  section  defined  b}'  the 
public  survey « 141,565 

Purchase  of  improvements  equivalent  to 
making 238 

Soldier's  Iloniestead. 

See  Homestead. 

States   aiid  Territories. 

See  School  Land,  Swamp  Land, 

Territorial  school  Indemnity  selections  re- 
serve the  land  covered  thereby 216 

The  States  of  California  and  Nevada  al- 
lowed to  take  double  minimum  land  in  satis- 
faction of  the  Agricultural  College  grant  . .  543 
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The  act  of  1857  allowingSper  cent  to  the 
States  on  sales  of  former  Indian  lands  only 
applicable  to  the  States  then  in  the  Union .  712 

The  declaration  common  to  the  acts  ad- 
mitting the  &»tes  that  "all  laws  not  locally 
inapplicable  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  within  that  State  as  in  the  other  Slates 
of  the  Union  "  does  not  enlarge  a  specific 
grant *. 712 

The  payment  of  the  5  per  cent,  to  Kan- 
sas was  limited  to  sales  of  public  lands,  and 
cannot  be  allowed  on  sale  of  Indian  trust 
lands  712 

Statutes. 

Should  be  closely  followed 91 

Must  be  interpreted  according  to  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  and  not  always  according 
to  the  letter 541 

"Whether  mandator^'  or  directory,  how  de- 
termined   Ill 

'  When  remedial  should  be  construed  liber- 
ally    617 

Title  of  an  act  may  be  considered  in  con- 
'   struction 61 

Words  or  phrases  repugnaut  to  other 
words  or  phrases  that  clearly  express  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  statute  should  be 
rejected  as  surplusage 541 

In  pari  materia  are  to  be  construed  to- 
gether    570 

In  legal  parlance  the  singular  embraces 
the  plinal,  and  the  plural  the  singular.  .549. 617 

The  words  "  homestead  laws  "  oonstraod 
aii  a  generic  term.    591 

To  reach  the  obvious  purpose  of,  "and  " 
is  construed  *' or" .81 

"Aid"  and  "or"  convertible  terms,  as 
the  sense  of  the  statute  m ay  require 5,  SO 

Contemporaneous  and  uniform  executive 
construction  conclusive.  124, 137, 468, 531. 575. 617 

Rights  acquired  under  departmental  con- 
struction of,  not  disturbed 167.261,3^ 

Rights  conferi-ed  by,  not  defeated  by  de- 
parimental  regt^lations 429 

Survey. 

Under  government,  a  tract  may  be  identi- 

fled  by  quantity  98 

Date  of.  fixed  by  approval 415 

Fractional  sections  to  fall  on  west  side  of 

township 17 

"High- water  mark."  how  determined 463 

SulKliviBion  of  sections ;  circular  provis- 
ions     699 

Metes  and  bounds  generally  conclusive. .     96 
Extension  of,  for  the  adjustment  of  con- 
flicting claims  S69 

Of  former  lake  bed 369 

Of  pnblic  land  not  delayed  on  account  of 

indt'fiuite  Indian  claim 557 

Sui«j^ension  of  t-tfwnsfaip  plat 546 

Payment  of  increased  rates  not  authorized 
except  on  conclnsive  showing  of  the  plat 
and  field-notes 66S 
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The  price  fixed  for  the  original  survey  of 
exterior  lines  should  be  allowed  for  retrac- 
ing cmd  re-establishing  such  lines  if  the  con* 
tract  authorizes  such  work,  but  fixes  no 
price  therefor 868 

-Sivamp  Land. 

Plan  of  a4jastment  majr  be  varied  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior .'...31, 236, 514 

Distinguished  from  **  lands  subject  to  pe- 
riodical overflow  "  37 

Effect  of  Secretary's  adj odication SI,  300 

Selections  of.  subject  to  contest 31 

In  conflict  with  settlement  claim 99 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  determine  whether  the  evidence  as 
to  the  character  of  the  land  is  satisfactory. .  236 

Character  of  land  to-be  clearly  estab- 
lished   681 

Field-notes  of  surrey  not  conclusive  ex- 
cept when  showing  the  character  of  each 

smallest  legal  subdivision 681 

■  On  claim  for  indemnity  the  alleged  basis 
may  be  re-examined  in  the  field 236 

Basis  for  indemnity  must  appear  to  be 
land  of  the  character  granted 636 

Indemnity  dependent  upon  the  date  of  the 
grant  (La.) 464 

Until  the  governor  is  invested  with  au- 
thority to  consent  to  the  adjustment  of  the 
grant  in  accordance  with  principles  hereto- 
fore adopted  by  the  Department,  no  further 
action  can  be  taken  on  the  claim  of  the 
Stote(Ark)  636 

Abjudication  under  the  fifth  clause  of  sec-    • 
tion  2488,  R.S.,  final  (Cal.) 37 

The  return  of  the  surveyor-general  under 
the  first  clause  of  section  2488  conclusive, 
except  in  case  of  ftaud  or  mistake  (Cal.) . . .    99 

The  State  (La.)  is  entitled  to  indemnity 
for  lands  sold  between  March  2, 1849,  and 
September  28,  1850 464 

Election  of  the  State  (La.)  to  rely  on  the 
field -notes  accepted  as  basis  of  adjustment.  598 

Lands  returned  as  swamp  and  overflowed 
without  the  words  *'  made  unfit  thereby  for 
cultivation  "(La.) 1.  514 

If  there  is  doubt  as  to  the  character  of 
the  land,  the  decision  must  be  against  the 
grantee 514 

State  may  submit  proof  in  the  absence  of 
■agreement  to  accept  the  field-notes  as  the 
basis  of  adjustment 514 

The  act  of  1849  not  merged  in  the  later 
act 514 

The  acts  of  1849  and  1850,  present  grants.  514 

Selections  confirmed  by  the  act  of  March 
8,  1857 514 

Under  adjustment  by  fleld-notes  the  char- 
acter of  the  land  must  be  clearly  apparent. 514, 

686 

Field-notes  of  survey  made  after  the  grant 
presnmed  to  show  whether  the  land  is  sub- 
ject thereto.    Ko  such  presumption  attends 
survey  made  before  the  grant  (La.) 514, 636 
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Page. 
Bailroftd  company  not  liable  for,  on  se- 
lected lands  the  title  to  which  appears  to 
be  in  said  company 511 

Toivnsliip  Plat. 

See  Survey. 

Tourn  Site. 

The  aotaal  settler  upon  a  lot  has  the  pre- 
ferred right  of  purchase 56 

An  actual  settler  upon  one  lot  may  pur- 
chase an  additional  lot  upon  which  he  has 
improYements 56 

Informal  settlement  subsequently  aban- 
doned does  not  reserve  land  from  homestead 
entry 180 

Rights  of,  not  reserved  in  mineral  pat- 
ent  , 198,256 

Settlers  in  conflict  with  mining  claim 131 

Circular  of  July  9, 1886  (approved  Novem- 
ber 5, 1886),  as  to  manner  of  acquiring  title 
to 265 

Location  of^  under  State  laws,  on  land  tem- 
porarily appropriated,  is  a  bar  to  subsequent 
homestead  entry 475 


"WalFer. 

See  Appeal,  OonUtt,  Final  Prot^f,  Preference 
Eight,  BaUroad  Grant. 

Warrant* 

S^Serip. 

Hilitaiy  bounty,  not  certifled  in  advance 
of  offer  to  locate ITS 

Location  inadvertently  noted  oonstiiatea 
no  appropriation  ot  the  land  covered  tfaazeliy  202 

Claims  allowed  by  Virginia  prior  to  ICaroh 
1. 1862,  entitled  to  recognition  withoat  re- 
spect to  the  time  when  the  warrant  issued.  531 

Certain  lands  reserved  for  loeation  of 
Virginia  scrip 531 

The  act  of  1852  as  construed  by  the  aet  of 
June  22, 1860 , SS% 

irater  Riirbt. 

Not  necessarily  in  conflict  with  mill-elte 
claim 190 

Acquired  by  priority  of  appropriation,  and 
protected  under  sections  2339  and 2840,  R.  8.  190 

Not  patentable  as  such 190 


